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PRE  F  AG  E. 


Tma  work  is  strictly  confined  to  one  subject,  and  that  is 
expressed  in  the  title.  It  ie  intended  to  be  a  collection  of  the 
principal  useful  facts  and  discoveries  in  regard  to  the  Coal- 
Kegions  of  the  United  States,  their  geographical  situation,  their 
topography;  geology,  and  development,  or  their  commercial 
and  economical  relations,  properly  classified  for  stndy  or  refer- 
ence. Each  of  those  States,  within  whose  borders  coal  has  been 
found,  has  at  considerable  expense  caused  geological  surveys 
to  be  made  of  its  own  territory,  conducted  by  some  of  our  best 
geologists,  who  have  spent  years  in  examining  and  studying 
the  coal-fields.  These  Government  surveys  are  the  basis  of 
this  work,  and  there  can  be  no  better  authority  on  this  subject. 
None  of  them  are  as  complete  as  they  should  be,  and  some  of 
them  were  very  un^i^isely  abandoned  in  an  imfinished  condi- 
tion ;  yet,  the  numerous  ponderous  volumes  of  reports  pub- 
lished, although  not  very  attractive  books  to  the  general  reader, 
contain  a  store  of  useful  facts  about  coal,  which  should  be  con- 
densed and  digested  in  a  convenient  hand-hook.  The  difficul- 
ties met  with  in  collecting  these  materials  have  proved  that 
there  is  a  want  of  correct  information  accessible  to  the  public, 
in  a  cheap  and  popular  form,  in  regard  to  nmny  of  our  coal- 
regions,,  particularly  those  producing  bituminous  coal.  The 
older  State  Geological  Eeports  are  expensive  and  rare ;  all  of 
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them  are  out  of  print,  and  there  are  but  few,  if  any,  of  e^en 
our  best  public  librariea  where  complete  sets  of  all  that  have 
been  pubHshed  can  be  found. 

The  results  of  these  surveys  are  here  extracted  with  great 
care  and  patience  from  a  mass  of  matter  on  other  subjects  than 
coal,  much  of  it  of  a  technical  character,  or  only  of  local  inter- 
est, and  arranged  in  a  systematic  and  methodical  manner.  In 
order  to  produce  an  impartial  and  authentic  history  of  the  coal- 
regions  of  all  the  States,  the  descriptions  of  them  given  by 
their  own  authorities  are  generally  reproduced,  as  nearly  as 
the  necessary  condensation  and  change  of  form  would  admit ; 
these  official  materials  being  to  the  histoiy  of  the  rocks  what 
the  dispatches  of  the  general  and  the  diplomatist  are  to  the 
history  of  nations.  Many  additional  facts  are  also  given,  the 
results  of  more  recent  observations  of  many  other  writers,  or 
picked  up  in  the  course  of  sixteen  years  of  active  employment 
in  a  large  coal-business,  and  in  visiting  many  of  the  more  im- 
portant coal-regions.  But  a  book  of  this  kind,  containing 
only  the  observations  of  any  iildividual,  however  extensive  his 
knowledge,  would  be  of  very  little  value.  On  the  contrary, 
this  is  intended  to  be  a  sort  of  encyclopfedia  of  all  that  is 
known  on  the  subject,  that  is  permanently  important  and  valu- 
able, as  ascertained  by  many  competent  persons  in  all  parts 
of  our  country.  While  our  scientific  men  are  absorbed  in 
original  investigations,  others  may  do  a  gogd  work  by  collect- 
ing and  arranging  in  a  new  form  for  popular  use  the  materials 
they  filmish  on  special  subjects  like  this.  It  is  evident,  how- 
ever, that  this  book  is  more  the  work  of  a  coal-merchant  than 
of  a  professional  geologist,  and  it  has  reference  throughout  to 
practical  and  useful  results.  By  thus  collating  the  accounts 
of  all  our  great  coal-fields  in  one  view,  we  cannot  but  observe 
the  regularity  of  the  laws  or  system  on  which  Nature  has 
formed  them,  and  we  also  get  a  comprehensive  idea  of  the 
physical  force   of  our   country,  accumulated  for  the  use  of 
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man  among  the  strata  of  the  earth.  This  collection  of  coal  sta- 
tistics will  serve,  therefore,  not  only  to  gratify  curiosity,  but 
also  to  exhibit,  it  is  hoped  not  in  an  exaggerated  or  too  flatter- 
ing a  form,  onr  national  wealth  or  resources  in  our  supply 
of  fuel. 

Among  the  other  more  obvious  reflections  which  will  occur 
to  those  who  may  take  an  interest  in  the  kind  of  information 
here  given,  will  be  the  magnitude  of  our  coal-fields,  which  in 
that  respect  are  without  a  parallel  in  the  world,  containing  in 
all  192,000  square  miles,  besides  the  lignites  of  the  Far  West ; 
the  vast  quantity,  the  great  variety,  and  the  wide  distribution 
of  our  stores  of  coal ;  their  accessibility  for  mining  purposes,  in 
being  80  near  the  surface ;  the  facilities  afforded  for  their  cheap 
transportation  to  long  distances ;  also  the  want  of  coal  in  other 
very  extensive  districts  of  our  country,  and  the  important 
questionB  connected  with  their  supply.  It  will  be  noticed,  too, 
that,  while  the  exhaustion  of  the  English,  coal-fields  is  being 
discussed,  how  httle  has  really  been  done  here  in  the  way  of 
mining  our  coal,  and  how  powerless  is  all  this  fuel  in  the 
absence  of  population  with  intelligence,  energy,  industry,  and 
the  necessary  capital,  guided  by  science.  Among  the  impor- 
tant advantages  of  our  coal-fields  are  those  of  a  climate  where 
severe  labor  can  be  endured,  where  fuel  is  most  in  demand ; 
and  that  of  a  Government  strong  enough  to  protect  our  rights, 
and  wise  enough  to  permit  the  best  development  of  our  own 
natural  resources. 

To  American  readers  it  is  quite  superfluous  to  refer  also- to 
that  glowing  picture  of  the  future  which  we  are  all  so  mnch 
accustomed  to  draw  for  ourselves,  or  to  speak  of  what  we  will 
do,  and  what  we  will  make  of  all  that  is  around  us,  with  the 
aid  of  the  latent  power  in  reserve  in  our  coal-fields.  This 
work  is  confined  to  facts  and  contains  but  few  reflections,  but 
it  fomishes  abundant  food  for  thought  to  the  philosopher  and 
the  statesman.     We  seem  to  have  before  us  a  long  period  of 


Hosted  by 


Google 


peace.  The  material  prosperity  of  the  001111117  will  hereafter 
engross  the  attention  and  efforts  of  our  people,  and  constitute 
an  important  part  of  our  history.  The  coal-regions  of  America 
are,  therefore,  a  subject  of  national  importance,  and  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  every  well-informed  person. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  who-  have  but  little  knowledge  of 
geology,  some  general  information,  applicable  to  all  the  coal- 
regions,  is  given  in  the  Appendix  on  the.  origin  and  place 
among  the  rocks  of  coal-beds.  This,  as  well  as  Chapter  TI. 
on  the  characteristics  of  coal-seams,  should  properly  be  read  by 
non-geological  readers  before  the  accounts  of  the  coal-regions. 
A  chapter  on  the  conditions  of  success  in  the  coal-trade,  one 
on  the  combustion  of  coal,  and  one  on  the  iron-ores  of  the  coal- 
measures,  with  the  latest  statistics  of  the  coal  mined  in  the 
United  States,  and  in  foreign  countries,  are  also  added  at  the 
close  of  the  volume.  Some  of  these  statistics  are  later  than 
those  given  in  the  text. 

Pfof.  J.  S.  !N'ewberry  has  furnished  the  best  portions 
of  the  chapter  on  Ohio,  particularly  the  section  of  the  eoal- 
atrata,  in  advance  of  his  final  report,  and  has  added  kind  words 
of  encouragement  during  the  progress  of  this  work.  Profs. 
Cox,  of  Indiana,  Worthen,  of  lUinois,  and  White,  of  Iowa,  have 
all  ftimished  useful  statistics  and  information  not  contained  in 
their  published  reports  of  the  geology  of  those  States.  The 
recent  geological  surveys  in  those  four  great  coal-producing 
States  render  this  a  suitable  time  for  a  publication  like  this. 
Dr.  J.  "W.  Foster  has,  with  the  concurrence  of  Messrs. 
Griggs  &  Co.,  the  publishers  of  his  "  Mississippi  Valley,  its 
Physical  Geography,"  etc.,  allowed  the  use  of  his  ".Geological 
Sketch  of  the  United  States,"  given  on  page  2.  Acknowledg- 
ments are  also  due  to  numerous  railroad  officials  and  other 
gentlemen  who  have  responded  to  inquiries  for  information  as 
to  the  geology  and  coal-trade  of  various  parts  of  the  country. 

If  any  of  the  scientific  gentlemen,  whose  work  lias  con- 
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tributed  to  this  piece  of  mosaie,  feel  aggrieved  by  any  want 
of  due  credit,  or  any  erroneous  statementB,  they  will  please 
attribute  it  to  the  difficulties  of  such  a  task  as  this,  performed 
amid  the  cares  of  business,  and  not  to  any  wrong  intention. 
Corrections  of  any  errors  found  in  the  work,  which,  in  such  a 
mass  of  facte  and  statistics  on  a  subject  of  this  character,  and 
in  a  country  so  little  developed  as  ours,  must  unavoidably 
occur,  and  further  information  as  to  any  of  the  coal-regions, 
are  respectfully  solicited. 

J.  M. 

TowANDA,  Pa.,  JfonA,  1873. 

^*^  All  coal,  both  anthracite  and  bituminous,  carried  to 
tide-water,  is  sold  by  groaa  tons  (2,240  lbs.).  West  of  tide- 
water, net  tons  (2,000  Ibi.)  are  customary.  The  United 
States  census  reports  are  in  gross  tons  for  all  parts  of  the 
country.     The  statistics  in  this  work  conform  to  the  above. 
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THE  rMPORTiSOE  OF  COAL. 


"  Oi  otbec  bulky  utioleti  in  which  oommeroe  is  sarried  on,  muiu&Dturmg  iudoB- 
Uy  commonly  returaa  to  ub  some  part  of  the  identiosl  aubatttooa  wMoli  it  had  ra- 
oeived  us  a  raw  material,  aDmetliing  visible  and  tangible  of  which  our  Henaea  oan 
BtiU  t&ke  cognizance,  which  aneste  our  attention, recalling  our  mioda  to  the  original 
condition  of  tlioae  materiala  by  which  our  wauta  are  supplied  or  our  aenaea  gratified. 
On  the  contrary,  the  material  which  furnishes  motive  power  is  either  wholly  ovei^ 
looked  or  soon  forgotten.  The  evanescent  movement  of  machinerj'  which  trantt- 
ports  mateciiils  from  place  to  place,  or  trBusfarms  them  from  one  shape  to  another, 
leaves  nothing  visible  or  tangible  on  which  our  senses  can  dwell.  We  see  around  ns 
the  fabrics  whioh  ware  ordered  fVom  Manoheater  a  short  month  ago,  and  we  handle 
the  yellow  bars  and  dust  whioh  left  San  Frandsco  within  the  last  forty  days"  (i,  ». 
1849) ;  "  but  of  the  miraculous  power  which  has  winged  their  way  hither  we  see  no 
traces  on  the  surface,  and  are  prone  to  forget  the  useful  labor  of  the  black  masses  by 
which  we  are  eo  largely  benefited.  A  piratical  act  has  been  committed,  or  a  hostila 
invasion  is  attempted  or  intended,  and  the  arm  of  our  national  power  is  stretched 
forth  to  thwart  the  designa  of  wicked  men  ;  but,  without  the  aid  of  this  dark,  forbid- 
ding mineral,  the  interposition  of  that  arm  would  ha  all  too  tardy,  its  efforts  alto- 
gether imavailing." — Waltbk  R.  Jomisoii. 

"Coal,"  says  Prof.  J.  3.  Newberry,  "  is  entitled  to  be  oonsideced  as  the  munspiing 
of  our  (uvilization.  By  the  power  developed  in  its  combustion  all  the  wheels  of 
industry  are  kept  in  molJon,  commerce  is  carried  witli  rapidity  and  certainty  over  all 
portions  of  the  earth's  surface,  the  useful  met^s  are  brought  from  the  deep  caves  in 
which  they  have  hidden  themselves,  and  are  purified  and  wrought  to  serve  the  pur- 
poses of  man.  By  ooal  night  is,  in  one  sense,  converted  into  day,  winter  into  sum- 
mer, and  the  lite  of  man,  measured  by  its  fruits,  greatly  prolonged.  Wealth,  with  all 
the  comforts,  the  lusuries,  and  the  triumphs  it  brings,  is  its  gift.  Though  blank, 
sooty,  and  often  repulsive  in  its  aspects,  it  is  the  embodiment  of  a  power  more 
potent  than  that  attributed  to  the  genii  in  Orient-al  tales.  Its  possession  is,  there- 
fore, the  highest  material  boon  that  oa    b  d  bv  a  Oi  mmunity  or  cation. 

"  Coal  is  also  not  without  its  poet  h  n       med  under  the  stimulus  of  tihe 

BQUshiue  of  long-past  ages,  and  the       h    an     p  w  holds  ore  nothing  else  than 

Buoh  aunahine  stored  in  thia  black  ca  k  w         h         ning  and  serve  the  parposSB 

of  man.    In  the  prooesa  of  its  form      n  mp      d  the  tissues  of  those  strange 

trees  that  lifted  their  scaled  trunks  a      w  b      f     hery  foliage  over  the  marshy 

shores  of  the  carboniferous  oontlnen  wh       n  y      man  was,  but  gigantic  aala- 

DiBndera  and  m^l-clad  fishes  were  th    mn  h    animated  world," 

Coal  is  to  the  world  of  industry  what  the  sun  is  to  the  natural  world,  the  great 
Bouroe  of  light  and  heat  with  their  innumerable  benefits.  It  is  not  only  tlie  prinid- 
pal  generator  of  steam,  but  steam  is  also  dependent  on  Iron,  and  the  manufacture  of 
iron  on  coal ;  therefore,  these  three  most  powerful  among  the  physical  agents  of 
modem  advancement  have  their  source  and  basis  in  the  coal-mine.  Here,  then,  in 
these  dark  and  gloomy  caverns,  and  their  coarse  and  rude  productions,  is  a  good 
subject  forthought;  and  on  a  cold  winter's  eveniog  when  we  enjoy  the  pleasant 
warmth  of  a  fine  coal-fire,  while  our  apartments  are  illuminated  by  the  gas  from  ooal, 
we  should  endeavor  to  have  inteliigent  ideas  of  the  sources  trom  which,  and  the 
means  by  which,  these  and  so  many  other  great  comforts  are  derived;  and,  above  idl, 
we  should  see  another  instance  of  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  Him  who  hath  in  so 
wonderful  a  manner  placed  beneath  our  feet  in  ezhaustless  quantiUea  and  in  an  im- 
perishable form  the  "  stored-up  fuel  of  a  world." 
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THE  GOAL-REGIONS  OF  AMERICA. 


I. 

A  PEELIMINAET  GENERAL  SURVEY. 

Of  the  thirty-seven  Stat^  composing  the  United  States  of 
America  in  1873,  the  following  contain  no  coal  whatever  of 
any  kind,  viz. :  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Connecti- 
cut, Kew  York,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  South  Carolina,  Flori- 
da, Missifisippi,  Louisiana,  Wisconsin,  and  Minnesota.  Several 
others,  not  named  above,  nominally  contain  coal,  but  it  is  of  no 
commercial  value.  Among  these  are  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island,  where  a  hard,  worthless  kind  of  anthracite  is  found. 
North  Carolina  has  two  small  coal-fields  of  Triasslc  age,  a  later 
formation  than  the  Carboniferous,  but  they  are  far  in  the  inte- 
rior, not  at  all  productive,  and  will  probably  never  be  of  more 
than  local  importance.  The  State  of  Virginia  has,  near  Rich- 
mond, a  field  of  coal,  of  the  same  age  as  those  of  North  Caro- 
lina, which  was  once  the  most  productive  and  important  in  the 
country,  but  it  has  long  since  lost  its  place  in  the  coal-market. 
Georgia  has  a  small  area  of  the  coal-formation  in  the  north- 
western corner  of  the  State,  not  entitling  it,  however,  to  be 
counted  among  the  great  coal-producing  States.  There  are, 
therefore,  very  extensive  districts  in  the  United  States  destitute 
of  coal,  and  many  of  them  the  most  thickly  populated  and  the 
largest  consumers  of  fuel.'  There  are  four  great  carboniferous 
coal-fields  ia  the  United  States.  The  first  and  most  important, 
in  all  respects,  is  called  the  Appalachian,  or,  more  properly,  the 
iny,  and  is  of  continental  dimensions,  being  875  miles 
'  8ee  Qeologlcal  Uap,  oa  page  2. 
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4  A  PRELIMINART  GENERAL  SUEVEY. 

in  lergth,  extending  tbrougli  important  parts  of  seven  States, 
in  a  northeast  and  sonthwest  direction,  from  30  to  180  miles 
wide,  and  producing  a  great  variety  of  the  best  qualities  of  coal. 
It  covers  the  western  part  of  Pennsylvania,  the  eastern  part  of 
Ohio,  the  weetem  comer  of  Maryland,  nearly  all  of  "West  Vir- 
ginia, the  eastern  part  of  Kentucky ;  it  crosses  Tennessee,  and 
ends  in  the  central  part  of  Alabama.  It  is  quite  remarkable, 
however,  that  several  of  the  largest  producing  region^  are  mere 
outliers,  or  detached,  island-like  fields  on  the  borders  of  this 
great  coal-region.  The  northeastern  fragments  are  the  anthra- 
cite basins  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Pennsylvania,  the  small- 
est in  area,  but  the  most  important  and  prodnctive  of  all.  Also, 
along  the  eastern  borders  of  the  field  are  the  Blossburg,  Clear- 
field, Broad  Top  (Pennsylvania),  and  Cumberland  (Maryland) 
basins,  and  there  are  similar  very  prodnctive  detached  basins 
on  the  northwest,  on  both  sides  of  the  line  between  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Ohio,  The  Pittsburg  and  "Westmoreland  district 
produces  the  largest  quantity  of  bituminous  coal,  but  this  ap- 
pears to  he,  at  present,  the  only  very  productive  re^on  in  the 
main  body  of  this  great  coal-territory. 

The  second  coal-field  occupies  the  central  part  of  the  State 
of  Michigan,  and,  although  spread  over  a  large  surface,  it  is  in 
ferior  in  importance  to  all  the  others,  having,  only  a  thin  seam 
of  ooal  of  a  poor  quality. 

The  third  great  coal-field  is  of  enormous  dimensions,  cover- 
ing two-thirds  of  the  large  State  of  Ulinoia,  the  western  part  of 
Indiana,  and  the  western  part  of  Kentucky.  The  best  coal  from 
this  field  is  found  in  Indiana,  and,  altBough  none  of  the  coal  it 
produces,  with  this  exception,  is  equal  in  quality  to  the  best 
Pennsylvania  coal,  yet  it  affords  a  great  abundance  of  very 
cheap  and  valuable  fuel. 

The  same  remark  applies  to  the  fourth  coal-field,  which  cov- 
ers the  southwestern  part  of  Iowa,  the  best  portions  being  along 
the  Des  Moines  Kiver.  It  also  extends  southward  over  a  large 
area  in  Northern  Missouri  and  into  the  eastern  part  of  Kansas, 
the  seams  of  coal  being  generally  thin  in  all  these  States.  Al- 
though it  runs  into  the  southeastern  counties  of  Nebraska,  it  is 
feared  the  coal,  if  there  be  any,  is  there  too  thin  for  mining. 
From  Kansas  it  spreads  southward  into  the  Indian  Territory — 
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how  far  ie  not  known ;  but  a  eoal-iield,  which  is  probably  a  por- 
tion of  it,  is  found  in  the  western  part  of  Arkansas,  on  both 
sides  of  the  river  of  that  name ;  and  there  is  another  in  Texas, 
at  Tort  Belknap,  in  the  northwestern  part  of  that  State. 

The  only  other  carboniferous  coal-fields  in  America,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  enumerated,  are  those  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick,  and  the  latter  is  of  no  practical  importance. 

Of  the  parts  of  these  coal-fields  contained  in  each  of  the 
States,  a  separate  account  will  be  found  in  this  volume.  But 
there  are  large  portions  of  all  of  these  vast  regions  which  have 
been  so  imperfectly  wrought,  or  even  explored,  that  they  at 
present  only  furnish  snbjeets  for  speculation  as  to  the  extent  of 
our  undeveloped  resources,  and  for'  conjectures  as  to  the  future 
greatness  of  our  highly-favored  country.  They  will,  therefore, 
occupy  much  less  of  our  attention  than  their  great  number  of 
square  miles  would  seem  to  require.  If  their  present  impor- 
tance and  productiveness  only  were  considered,  many  of  them 
might  be  entirely  omitted.  Pennsylvania  is  at  present  the 
great  producer,  and,  speaking  in  a  general  way,  may  be  said  to 
supply  the  United  States  with  coal.  Maryland  sends  annually 
to  tide-water  a  little  more  than  2,000,000  tons  of  coal ;  West 
Vii^nia  about  250,000  tons ;  Ohio  ships  irom  Cleveland  annu- 
ally about  500,000  tons,  besides  a  large  home  consumption. 
With  these  exceptions,  and  the  supplying  of  St.  Louis  from 
Illinois,  no  other  State  sends  any  considerable  quantity  of  coal 
to  market,  outside  of  its  own  boundaries.  A  few  of  them  pro- 
duce quite  largely,  for  their  home  consumption,  in  localities  too 
remote  to  be  reached  by  .Pennsylvania  coal.  Of  these,  Illinois 
has  probably  the  largest  production ;  that  of  Ohio  is  increasing 
rapidly,  as  is  also  that  of  Indiana.  Pennsylvania  mined,  con- 
sumed, and  sent  to  market,  in  1871,  about  24,000,000  tons  of 
coal,  of  which  15,000,000  tons  were  anthracite  and  9,000,000 
tons  were  of  the  various  kind  of  bituminous  coal.  This  State, 
therefore,  indisputably  stands  preeminent  in  respect  to  the  pro- 
duction, as  well  as  for  the  variety  and  unequalled  quality  of  its 
coal. 

None  of  the  United  States  Territories,  andnone  of  the  States 
on  the  Pacific  coast,  contain  any  coal  of  the  Carboniferous  age, 
but  they  afford  an  abundance  of  the  kind  of  fossil  fuel  called 
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"  lignite,"  which  ie  of  inferior  heating-power,  of  a  much  later 
age,  found  in  newer  and  geologically  higher  rocks,  formed  long 
alter  the  great  coal-fields  of  the  Eastern  States.  This  lignite, 
which  ia  found  in  the  earth  like  coal,  and  has  its  appearance 
and  uses,  and  is,  thereforo,  entitled  to  be  called  coal,  occurs  in 
greater  or  less  CLoantities  in  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  States  and 
Territories  between  the  Missouri  Eiver  and  the  Pacific  coast, 
which  compose  more  than  half  of  the  territory  belonging  to 
the  United  States.  The  principal  localities  where  it  is  now 
most  in  demand,  and  found  of  the  best  quality,  are  along  the 
lines  of  the  Union  Pacific  and  Kansas  Paciiic  Eailroads,  in  the 
southern  part  of  "Wyoming  and  the  northern  part  of  Colorado 
Territories.  It  is  also  abundant  on  the  Northern  Pacific  Kail- 
road,  Until  lately  it  was  supposed  to  be  tertiary,  but  its  age  is 
now  understood  to  be  cretaceous,  and  its  quality  is  better  than 
that  of  any  of  the  lignites  or  coals  of  the  same  age  in  Europe 
or  elsewhere.  After  completing  the  accounts  of  the  four  great 
carboniferous  coal-fields,  these  cretaceous  coals,  or  lignites,  of 
the  Far  "West  in  the  Eocky-Moantain  regions,  and  on  the  Pa- 
cific coast,  which  furnish  a  species  of  fuel  so  different  in  its 
character,  and  supplying  a  region  of  country  so  remote  froni 
the  other,  will  be  separately  considered. 
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The  different  kinds  of  coal  in  the  United  States  might  be 
divided  into  almost  aa  many  varieties  as  there  are  of  trees  in 
the  forest ;  but,  as  it  is  here  proposed  to  treat  the  subject  in  a 
matter-of-faet  way,  and  in  its  commercial  rather  than  its  scien- 
tific aspects,  it  will  answer  our  purposes  to  speak  of  them  in 
general  terms  as  anthracite,  semi-bituminous,  and  bituminous, 
the  first  being  situated  farthest  east  in  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
others  extending  northwestward  in  the  order  mentioned. 

By  far  the  most  important  and  the  best-known  coal  in  this 
country  is  anthracite.  It  is  the  universal  fuel  for  domestic 
use  in  the  United  States,  in  preference  to  all  other  kinds  of  coal, 
without  much  regard  to  their  comparative  cost,  and  it  is  also 
extensively  used  for  other  purposes.  Every  one  knows  it  and 
uses  it  where  it  can  be  had  ;  all  feel  more  or  less  interested  in 
it,  and  a  very  large  portion  of  the  coal-trade  consists  of  it.  An- 
thracite, or  stone  coal,  is  called  glance,  or  blind  coal,  or  ciihn,  in 
England,  and  is  the  common  hard  coal  of  America,  Its  pecu- 
liarities consist  in  its  being  so  largely  composed  of  carbon,  from 
85  to  93  per  cent.,  with  less  than  11  or  12  per  cent,  of  volatile 
matter,  which  in  fact  is  rarely  found  to  amount  to  more  than 
7J  per  cent.,  while  its  average  quantity  in  our  anthracite  gen- 
erally may  be  stated  at  about  6  per  cent.,  and  nearly  the  whole 
of  this  appears  to  be  water.  In  the  extreme  west  ends  of  the 
basins,  however,  a  semi-anthracite  is  found,  containing  as  much 
as  10  or  15  per  cent.  Anthracite  has  a  specific  gravity  of 
from  1.39  to  1.61.     In  its  structure  it  is  massive  and  compact. 
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the  softer  varieties  having  a  tendency  to  lamination.  Its  frac- 
ture is  conchoidal  in  the  hardest  varieties  only,  but  sometimes 
irregularly  so ;  in  other  cases,  with  a  tendency  to  columnar 
fracture.  Its  color  is  jet  black,  the  hardest  kinds  metallic  black, 
sometimes  grayish  tlack,  and  it  almost  always  has  a  bright,  glassy 
lustre,  and  occasionally  a  beautiful  iridescent  color.  It  is  less 
easily  kindled  than  other  kinds  of  coal,  and  often  decrepitates 
when  kindling,  and  bnrhe  with  but  little  flame.  "With  an  insuf- 
ficient supply  of  oxygen  in  burning,  it  produces  a  short,  blue 
flame,  the  product  being  then  carbonic  oxide ;  but  when  properly 
burnt  it  has  great  heating  power,  and  leaves  but  Httle  ashes, 
retaining  its  form,  although  the  softer  varieties  break  if  biimt 
rapidly,  but  it  never  melts,  swells,  or  forms  coke.  Its  hardness 
ie  an  invaluable  quahty,  enabling  it  to  be  transported  to  any 
distance  without  injury  from  handling  or  exposure,  although  it 
ia  attended  with  some  waste  from  breakage.  It  does  not  soil 
the  hands,  and,  from  its  cleanliness,  the  absence  of  smoke,  soot, 
and  dirt,  it  is  universally  preferred  for  domestic  use.  Without 
exaggeration,  it  may  be  said  that,  as  a  house-coal,  the  world  can 
produce  nothing  to  compete  with  it  at  the  same  price,  AH 
those  who  have  been  accustomed  to  its  use,  pronounce  it  the 
perfection  of  domestic  fuel. 

Although  there  is  a  formation  containing  anthracite  coal  in 
Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts,  that  is  a  better  subject  for  the 
studies  of  the  geologist  than  for  the  labors  of  the  miner,  being 
of  so  hard  and  inferior  a  quality  as  to  be  unfit  for  use,  or  found 
in  a  form  so  unfavorable  for  working  that  it  is  not  mined  or 
Bent  to  market.  The  marketable  coal  from  the  othei»  States  is 
all  bituminous ;  therefore  Pennsylvania  possesses  a  monopoly 
of  this  most  valuable  article,  anthracite  coal,  "  The  exclusive 
ownership  of  this  important  and  popular  species  of  fuel  in  large 
quantities  within  short  distances  of  the  seaboard,"  says  K.  0. 
Taylor,  "  is  a  possession  of  inestimable  value,  and  places  Penn- 
sylvania in  an  enviable  position.  It  is  difficult  to  say  what 
number  of  population  its  production  alone  will  hereafter  sus- 
tain, or  to  what  degree  of  power  and  importance  it  may  ulti- 
mately elevate  this  State."  Many  years  ago  Prof,  Silliman 
called  it  a  great  national  trust.  The  peculiar  and  valuable 
quahties  of  this  coal,  the  very  large  quantities  produced  finding 
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a  market  over  a  very  extensive  territory,  the  very  small  region 
of  country  in  whieli  only  it  is  found,  tlie  great  number  and  size 
of  the  beds,  the  extraordinary  form  in  which  they  lie  in  the 
ground,  and  the  no  less  extraordinary  character  of  this  wild, 
barren,  mountainous  coal-region,  make  it  the  most  interesting, 
curious,  and  important  of  them  all. 

ZooaUon  and  Iktent  of  the  Anthracite  Regions, — The  Il^'orth 
Branch  of  the  Susquehanna  Ttiver,  sometimes  called  the  East 
Branch,  one  of  the  most  striking  features  on  the  map  of  Penn- 
sylvania, is  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  Chemung  and  Sus- 
quehanna, in  Bradford  County,  just  within  the  northern  boun- 
dary of  the  State.  Thence  it  pursues  a  southeast  course  for 
about  100  miles  to  Pittston,  cutting  a  valley  about  500  to 
1,000  feet  deep,  first  through  the  Chemung  group,  and  farther 
south  through  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  or  Catskill  group,  the  dip 
of  the  formations  being  toward  the  south.  There  is  no  coal 
whatever  in  the  part  of  the  State  northeast  of  this  portion  of 
the  river ;  but  at  Pittston  the  river  strikes  the  inside  centre  of 
the  third  or  "Wyoming  and  Lackawanna  coal-field,  which  lies  in 
a  northeast  and  southwest  direction,  in  the  form  of  the  moon 
in  her  first  quarter,  with  the  convex  side  toward  Philadelphia, 
and  the  upper  horn  pointing  toward  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
State.  The  Lackawanna  Valley  coaJ-region  is  northeast,  and 
the  Wyoming  Valley  coal-region  is  southwest  of  Pittston,  both 
being  parts  of  one  uniform  and  symmetrically-formed  basin, 
only  distinguished  by  the  streams  by  which  they  are  drained. 

The  Lackawanna  Eiver,  an  inconsiderable  stream,  rises  not 
fiir  from  the  northern  line  of  the  State,  in  the  highlands,  be- 
tween Susquehanna  and  Wayne  Counties,  thence  running  south- 
ward, it  breaks  into  the  coal-field  at  its  northeastern  extremity, 
where  tlie  coal-measures  are  considerably  elevated,  aa  they  are 
also  at  the  southwest  end  of  the  basin ;  and,  passing  through  the 
centre  of  this  northeastern  half  of  the  field,  which  is  called  the 
Lackawanna  region,  it  unites  with  the  Susquehanna,  Where  it 
breaks  through  the  northern  boundary  of  the  coal-basin  at 
Pittston,  about  ten  miles  above  Wilksbarre.  The  main  river 
then  makes  a  right  angle  and  pursues  a  winding  course  through 
the  middle  of  Wyoming  Valley,  the  coal-seams  being  hundreds 
of  feet  below  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  passes  lengthwise 
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throngli  the  coal-field  to  Nantieoke,  a  distance  of  15  miles  from 
Pittston.  It  here,  curiously  enough,  passes  oat  of  the  coal- 
field to  the  north,  breaking  through  the  mountain-barrier  which 
bounds  the  basin,  and  then  severing  the  mountain  lengthwise 
by  resuming  its  former  course  for  eight  miles  outside  of  the 
eoal-hasin  to  the  mouth  of  Shickshinny  Creek,  It  there  again 
turns  to  the  south,  again  enters  the  coal-field,  and,  running 
across  it,  passes  through  the  southern  boundary,  leaving  undis- 
turbed the  southwestern  end  or  point  of  the  eoal-deposit, 
200  feet  above  and  west  of  the  river.  The  river  thence 
pursues  a  southwesterly  course  to  ^Northumberland,  where  it 
unites  with  the  West  Branch,  and  then  runs  nearly  due  south 
to  Harrisbnrg.  The  Susquehanna,  as  above  described,  may  be 
considered  as  the  dividing  line  between  the  anthracite  and 
bituminous  coal,  excepting  only  a  small  portion  of  tlie  field, 
from  Pittston  to  Nanticoke,  extends  about  one  or  two  miles  in 
width  across  it  to  the  west  side.  This  Lackawanna  and  "Wyo- 
ming Valley  is  the  location  of  the  third  coal-field.  Proceeding 
southward  to  the  second  coal-field,  our  attention  is  directed  to 
the  Leliigh  Piver,  an  important  branch  of  the  Delaware,  which, 
from  its  head-waters,  east  of  the  Wyoming  region  to  Mauch 
Chunk,  forms  another  of  the  obvious  natural  boundaries  of 
these  coal-regions.  All  the  hard  anthracite  coal  in  the  United 
States,  and,  practically  speaking,  in  the  world,  comes  from  thia 
email  central  part  of  the  eastern  portion  of  Pennsylvania,  east 
of  the  North  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  w^t  of  the  Le- ' 
high  Eiver.  The  north  horn  of  the  Lackawanna  coal  district, 
however,  extends  much  farther  north  than  the  sources  of  the 
Lehigh.  Neither  the  Lehigh,  the  Susquehanna,  nor  the  Schuyl- 
kill, is  navigable.  A  map  showing  the  whole  of  the  anthra- 
cite coal-fields  would  include  a  long,  irregularly-shaped  tract, 
extending  in  a  northeast  and  southwest  direction  between  the 
Lehigh  and  Susquehanna,  100  miles  in .  length  and  30  miles 
in  breftdth  at  its  widest  part,  in  which  the  coal  formation 
proper,  consisting  of  scattered  fields  and  basins,  would  con- 
stitute but  a  small  part  of  this  area.  The  coal  is  found  in 
at  least  twelve  or  more  detached  and  separate  fields,  of  a  basin- 
form  ;  three  of  them  (the  Mahanoy  and  Shamokin  being  eon- 
Bidered  as  one)  are  large,  and  the  others  are  much  smaller. 
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They  are  irregular  in  their  outlines,  and  contain  coal  in  an  ex- 
traordinary number  of  seams  and  beds,,  some  of  them  of  an 
aetonishing  thickness.  The  great  number  and  size  of  the 
seams,  and  the  form  in  Trhieh  they  are  found  among  the  rocks, 
constitute  as  marked  a  distinction  between  these  regions  and 
the  bituminous,  as  there  is  in  the  appearance  and  characteristics 
of  the  coal  produced  in  each  region. 

As  there  are  some  errors  prevailing  in  regard  to  the  geog- 
raphy or  topography  of  this  part  of  Pennsylvania,  it  may  not 
be  amiss  to  state  that  the  anthracite  regions,  although  in  a 
mountainous  country,  are  not  on  the  Alleghany  Mountain. 
The  southeastern  margin  of  that  important  range  of  mountains 
runs  nearly  parallel  with  the  Lackawanna  and  Wyoming  coal- 
field, but  northwest  of  it,  and  crosses  the  North  Branch  of  the 
Susquehanna,  between  Pittston  and  Tunbhannoek,  and  the  first 
of  the  six  great  coal-troughs  of  the  Alleghany  field  occurs  on 
Mahoopeny  Creek,  in  Sullivan  County,  where  a  soft,  free-burn- 
ing semi-anthracite  is  produced. 

The  mountains  of  the  anthracite  regions,  on  the  contrary, 
are  a  continuation  of  the  Oatskill  Mountain,  which  every  trav- 
eller on  the  Hudson  Eiver  sees  between  New  York  and  Albany. 
From  that  locality  it  runs  to  Mauch  Chunk,  Pennsylvania, 
being  composed  of  a  geological  formation  below  the  coal,  which 
is  remarkable  for  its  great  thickness  and  the  rapidity  with 
w:hich  it  thins  out  and  disappears  altogether  in  a  western  direc- 
tion, extending  but  little  more  than  half-way  across  New  York, 
and  in  great  thickness  only  .over  the  eastern  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  upper  of  its  three  members  nearly  runs  out,  and  the 
other  two  in  diminished  size  run  under  the  Alleghany  Mountain 
eoal-basins.  This  great  CatskiU  Mountain  forms  the  foundation 
of  the  anthracite  regions,  and  in  Pennsylvania  geology  it  is  di- 
vided into  three  parts,  called  the  Ponent  red  sandstone,  Vesper 
tine  sandstone,  or  conglomerate,  and  Umbral  red  shale,  or  two 
great  red  shales  with  a  white  sandstone  between  them,  and 
over  all  lies  the  conglomerate  base  of  the  coal-rocks.  The 
Vespertine  and  TJmbral  are  subcarboniferous. 

Taking  a  general  view  of  these  mountains,  we  find  the  por- 
tion of  them  where  the  coal-fields  are  situated  has  only  three 
broad  or  flat-topped  mountains,  aecort^ng  to  Prof.  Lesley's 
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topography,'  viz., "  the  Eroad  Moimtaia,  five  miles  wide  and  15 
long,  which  separates  the  Pottsville  and  Mahanoy  basins ;  the 
Beaver  Meadow  Mountain,  eight  miles  wide  and  15  or  20 
long,  on  the  top  of  which  lie  side  by  side  the  numerous  little 
but  important  Lehigh  coal-basins ;  and  the  iN'escopeck  Moun- 
tain, between  the  second  and  third  coal-fields,  which  is  crossed 
by  the  Lehigh  Talley  Railroad,  and  merges  itself  eastward  into 
the  great  Pocono  table-land,  "With  these  three  exceptions,  the 
mountains  of  this  region  are  all  sharp,  rocky-sided  ridges,  or 
walls  of  steeply-inclined  strata  of  sandstone,  surrounding  the 
several  coal-basins  in  beautifully  symmetrical  curves," 

For  the  sake  of  convenience,  these  anthracite  regions  are 
now  usually  divided  into  three  coal-fields  or  districts.  The 
first,  southern,  or  Schuylkill  coal-field,  is  one  continuous,  un- 
broken basin,  except  the  detached  field  of  Mine  Hill.  The 
second  district  includes  the  Shamoldn,  the  Mahanoy,  and  the 
Lehigh  basins,  embracing  all  the  other  small  fields  and  basins. 
The  third  is  the  large,  unbroken  northern  or  Lackawanna  and 
Wyoming  region.  A  general  preliminary  view  of  each  is  first 
necessary.  The  first  or  Schuylkill  coal-field  may  be  considered 
as  forming  a  long,  narrow  trough  or  basin,  enclosed  by  a  con- 
tinuous mountain,  called  the  Locust  and  Broad  Mountain  on 
the  north,  and  the  Sharp  Mountain  on  the  south.  Tfature  has 
made  several  deep  cuts  in  these  mountain-barriers  down  to  the 
bottom  of  the  valley,  through  which  various  streams  pass,  form- 
ing the  drainage  of  the  country,  afibrding  also  very  convenient 
locations  for  railroads  to  carry  the  coal  to  market.  The  most 
important  of  these,  on  the  south  side,  are  the  Little  Schuykill, 
at  Tamaqua ;  the  Schuylkill  Eiver,  at  Pottsville ;  the  West 
Branch  of  the  same,  at  Minersville  ;  and  the  Swatara  Creek,  at 
Pine  Grove.  Farther  west  are  the  "Wiconisco  and  Stony  Creeks. 
On  the  north  side  are  Leggett's  Gap,  and  three  or  four  others. 
In  approaching  this  coal-field  from  Philadelphia  by  the  Phila- 
delphia &  Reading  Railroad,  the  great  system  of  double  moun- 
tains and  valleys,  which  everywhere  encircles  the  coal-basins, 
is  seen  in  all  its  magnitude,  in  fine  natural  sections  at  the  sev- 
eral gaps  through  which  the  rivers  and  railroads  find  their  way. 

■  "Sew  Topographical  Atlas  of  the  State  of  PenusjlTimia,  with  DescriptionB," 
etc.    By  Henry  F.  Walling  and  0.  W,  Gray.    Philadelphia,  1872. 
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The  second  coal-field,  including  the  Shamokin,  Mahanoy, 
and  Lehigh  basins,  occupies  the  summit  or  highest  ground  be- 
tween the  waters  of  the  Schuylkill  on  the  south,  the  Lehigh  on 
the  east,  and  the  Susq^uehanna  on  the  west,  in  the  midet  of  a 
dense  chain  of  mountains  extending  across  the  entire  country 
between  the  two  last-named  rivers.  It  lies  at  an  average  dis- 
tance of  ten  miles  north  of  the  first  coal-field,  and  nearly  par- 
allel to  it.  It  is  also,  like  the  others,  enclosed  or  bounded  by 
a  continuous  range  of  double  mountain-harriers,  commencing 
about  three  miles  west  of  the  Lehigh,  and  ending  in  the  forks 
of  the  Mahanoy  Creek,  in  Northumberland  County,  about  five 
miles  east  of  the  Susquehanna,  On  the  south,  these  ridges  are 
called  the  Spring,  Mahanoy,  and  Locust  JTountains.  On  the 
north,  parts  of  them  are  called  the  Shamokin,  Catawissa,  McCau- 
ley,  and  Green  Mountains.  There  are  also  numerous  other 
anticlinal  axes  within  these  general  boundaries  which  subdivide 
the  district  into  the  several  important  smaller  basins  of  which 
it  is  composed.  There  are  many  different  local  names  for  all 
the  mountains,  and  for  different  parts  of  the  same  mountain. 

The  third,  northern,  or  "Wyoming  and  Lackawanna,  is  tte 
largest  and  finest  of  the  anthracite  coal-basins,  and  is  the  only 
portion  having  any  pretensions  to  beauty.  It  reposes  in  the 
bosom  of  the  beautiful  valley,  as  before  mentioned,  in  the  form 
of  a  long  and  very  narrow,  perfectly-shaped  crescent  or  slightly- 
bended  bow,  the  eastern  or  northeastern  horn  extending  be- 
yond Carbondale,  and  the  southwestern  extending  just  across  a 
bend  of  the  Susquehanna  Hiver,  at  Shickshinny.  It  is  a  solid, 
unbroken  field  of  more  than  50  miles  in  length,  while  its  greats 
est  breadth  is  5  miles  and  its  mean  breadth  3^  or  4  miles, 
and  it  contains  198  square  miles.  It  is  situated  wholly  in  the 
county  of  Luzerne,  and  is  completely  shut  in  by  mountain- 
barriers  called  the  Shawnee  Mountain  on  the  north,  and  the 
Wyoming  Mountain  on  the  south,  the  only  natural  outlets  be- 
ing at  the  points  where  the  Susquehanna  Eiver  enters  and 
leaves  the  valley,  cutting  the  bounding-ridges  to  their  base. 
Numerous  railroads,  however,  find  their  way  over  the  moun- 
tains, to  carry  the  coal  to  the  Eastern  and  Northern  markets. 
The  coal-seams  have  the  basin-form  which  the  surface  presents, 
and  conform  to  the  undulations,  which  are  not  unfreqnent. 
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They  do  not  rise,  however,  to  the  summite  of  the  mountams, 
but  only  to  a  moderate  height  np  the  slopes.  They  extend 
to  an  unknown  depth  below  the  bed  of  the  river  m  the  central 
portions  of  the  basin,  several  hundred  feet  below  the  level 
of  the  sea,  and  are  contracted  in  width  and  elevated  at  both 
extremities,  just  as  if  the  strata  had  been  first  formed  in  an  hori- 
zontal position,  and  Nature  had  then  made  an  effort  to  fold 
them  together  like  a  vast  volume  with  a  conglomerate  binding, 
and  had  only  been  partially  eucceasful. 

From  the  foregoing  descriptions,  it  will  have  been  observed 
that  the  basin  or  oblong  trorrgh-shape  of  these  anthracite  coal- 
fields applies  to  their  external  appearance  as  well  as  to  the 
geological  structure  of  the  coal-seams.  The  height  of  the 
bounding  ridges  or  margins  of  all  the  larger  coal-basins  may 
be  stated,  iu  a  general  way,  as  -not  less  than  from  1,000  to 
2,000  feet  in  elevation  above  the  valleys  or  lower  portion  of 
the  troughs ;  and,  all  the  basins  being  formed  on  the  same  gen- 
eral pattern,  the  coal-seams  always  have  a  tendency  to  rise 
toward  the  extremities  of  the  basins,  where  the  outer  walls 
come  together  and  pinch  out_the  coal.  The  lowest  places  on 
the  mountains  are  selected  for  the  passage  of  railroads,  where 
no  natural  gaps  are  found.  Of  these  railroad  summits  on  Wyo- 
ming Mountain,  on  the  south  side  of  the  third  coal-basin,  that 
of  the  Lehigh  and  Susquehanna,  which  is  the  lowest,  is  1,092  feet 
above  "Wilkesbarre,  and  the  latter  place  is  538  feet  above  tide- 
water. In  regard  to  the  mountain  boundaries  of  all  these  ba- 
sins, it  should  be  noticed  that,  if  we  extend  our  view  beyond 
their  immediate  margins,  we  find  a  second  and  higher  range  of 
sandstone  mountains,  separated  from  the  first  by  a  red-shale 
valley,  and  ■  they  have  been  appropriately  called  the  double 
frame  of  the  coal-basins.  The  upper  or  inside  one  is  the  eon- 
glomerate  base  of  the  coal-measures,  the  second  formation  is  a 
red-shale  valley  named  by  Eogers  the  Umbral  red  shale,  and 
the  third  is  the  second  mountain,  and  is  his  Yespertine  sand- 
stone, Next  is  his  Ponent  red  sandstone,  the  last  three  being 
the  equivalent  of  the  CatskiU,  and  outside  of  aU  occur  the  Che- 
mung and  other  well-known  formations.  These  Umbral  and 
Yespertine  rocks  correspond  in  position  with  the  subcarbonif- 
erouB  limestones  of  the  Western  States.     Some  coal-fossils  are 
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found  in  fheia,  and  tliey  are  therefore  subcarboniferous  in  a  geo- 
logical sense,  but  worthless  aa  regards  the  production  of  coal. 
On  the  north  side  of  the  Lackawanna  end  of  the  third  coal-field 
alone,  the  red  shale  being  thin,  the  two  mountains  are  pressed 
together,  forming  here  hut  one  mountain.  All  tlie  anthracite 
regions,-  except  "Wyoming  and  part  of  the  Lackawanna  Valley, 
and  all  the  estensiTe  intermediate  country,  are  too  sterile  to  be 
cultivated. 

The  total  area  of  all  the  anthracite  coal-basins  is  aa  follows : 

SqaaiaWiBB. 

1.  Southern  or  Schujlkill  Basin  and  SfiBe  Hill 148 

2.  ShiiDioliiD,  00;  Maliaaoy,  41 ;  and  Lebigh  Basins,  87 128 

S.  Wyoming  and  Laokawanna  Baaiii -. 198 

Total  area  of  all  the  anthracite  basins 472 

It  is  sometimes  difficult  to  make  people  believe  that  all 
the  anthracite  or  common  hard  coal  of  America,  which  is  used 
everywhere,  of  which  more  than  19,000,000  tons  are  annu- 
ally mined,  and  which  is  sent  for  use  almost  all  over  the  West- 
em  "World,  really  all  comes  from  this  one  small  locality  in 
Eastern  Pennsylvania,  If  these  regions  were  all  brought  to- 
gether into  one  body,  they  would  only  form  a  small  coimty, 
twenty  miles  wide  and  a  little  less  than  twenty-four  miles  long. 
This  area  appears  insignificant  when  compared  with  the  vast 
dimensions  of  some  of  the  biturainoas  coal-fields  to  be  de- 
scribed. But,  when  we  come  to  inquire  into  the  number  and 
thickness  of  the  coal-seams,  if  we  were  to  calculate  the  quantity 
of  coal  per  acre,  examine  into  the  relative  quality  of  the  coals 
as  to  their  commercial  value,  and  look  at  the  tonnage  of  each 
region,  we  shall  see  that  the  number  of  square  miles  covered 
by  the  coal-measures  is  of  very  little  importance,  unless  viewed 
with  reference  to  the  workable  thickness  of  coal  and  the  other 
circumstances  mentioned. 

The  wide  distribution  of  coal  on  the  North-American  Con- 
tinent is  of  most  importance  to  the  country  on  account  of  the 
fliel  being  thus  found  in  the  locaHtics  where  it  will  be  needed, 
and  many  of  which  could  not  be  supplied  with  good  coal  at  a 
reasonable  cost  from  any  great  distance,  from  the  want  of  cheap 
water  transportation.  In  this  aspect  it  is  of  more  value  to  the 
country  than  in  the  tens  of  thousands  of  square  miles  of  coal 
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area.  But  we  must  not  be  deceived  by  large  figures ;  for,  as 
the  email  islands  of  Great  Britain  are  of  more  importance  in 
every  respect  than  vast,  tlunly-populated  conntrieB  like  Africa 
or  South  America,  bo  this  small  anthracite  region  should  be 
considered  as  compared  with  the  immense  thin  sheets  of  bitu- 
minoas  coal,  or  Btil]  larger  fields  of  very  poor  lignite,  which 
make  such  a  show  on  geological  maps  of  the  United  States. 

Formaiion  of  the  Coal-BadTis. 

There  is  but  little  doubt  that  all  the  anthracite  coal-fields 
are  but  the  several  portions  of  one  great  formation  which,  pre- 
vious to  assuming  the  present  haein-form,  conBtituted  a  single 
continuous  body  or  mass  of  strata.  This  is  evident  from  a 
careful  comparison  between  the  same  parts  of  the  series  in  each 
separate  basin.  The  same  conglomerate  rock  underlies  aU  the 
basins,  and,  notwithstanding  the  irregular  forms  into  which  it 
is  now  thrown,  it  observes  a  regular  and  manifest  diminution 
in  the  size  of  the  pebbles  of  which  it  is  composed,  and  in  the 
thickness  of  the  stratum,  as  we  pass  from  the  Sharp  Mountain, 
on  the  Bouthem  side  of  the  southern  basin,  to  the  middle  and 
northern  basins.  In  the  former  it  is  1,400  feet  thick  at  Tama-' 
qua,  and  1,031  feet  at  Pottsville,  and  at  Pine  Grove  consider- 
ably less ;  and  in  some  localities  some  of  the  pebbles  are  of  the 
size  of  an  orange  and  larger.  Tarther  north  the  materials  as- 
sume a  smaller  and  more  uniform  size,  and  the  entire  mass 
becomes  homogeneous,  passing  into  a  nearly  pure  quartzose 
conglomerate.  At  Girardsville  it  does  not  exceed  800  feet,  at 
Shamokin  Gap  TOO  feet,  at  Nanticoke  about  300  feet,  and  at 
the  west  end  of  the  same  valley,  at  Beech  Grove,  about  200 
feet  is  its  total  thickness.  This  is  evidence  to  prove  that  it  was 
all  formed  in  one  connected  and  continuous  stratum.  A  sedi- 
mentary rock,  too,  could  not  have  been  formed  with  the  steep 
dips  of  some  of  these  coal-basins. 

Another  strong  point  of  resemblance  is  in  the  series  of  coal- 
Beams  and  their  accompanying  strata.  There  is  one  great  coal- 
seam  which  hes  near  the  base  of  the  coal-measures,  commonly 
the  fourth  above  the  conglomerate,  and  there  is  but  one  of  this 
magnitude.  It  occurs  in  each  of  the  basins,  and  in  the  same 
part  of  the  series,  with  its  neighboring  strata  bearing  a  close 
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resemblance  in  each,  with  .an  exact  identity  in  tlie  vegetable 
fossils  of  the  slates.  This,  with  the  want  of  identity  witli  those 
in  the  higher  portion  of  the  series,  furnishes  ground  for  the  be- 
lief that,  where  this  Mammoth  seam,  as  it  is  called,  occurs,  it 
is  but  a  remaining  part  of  an  originally  more  widely-diffused 
deposit  belonging  to  all  the  basins.  Tliis  great  seam  also  de- 
creases in  thickness  in  going  northward,  being  50  feet  thick  at 
Summit  Hill,  28  feet  at  Pottsville,  24  feet  at  Beaver  Meadow 
and  Hazelton,  the  same  at  Wilkesbarre,  and  14  at  Pittston,  It 
also  diminishes  in  going  from  east  to  west.'  There  is  also  a 
general  resemblance  in  the  series  of  coal-seams  of  the  lower 
coal-measures  and  their  intervals  of  rocky  strata,  where  they 
occur  in  all  the  basins,  making  proper  allowances  for  the  pro- 
gressive changes  always  discernible  in  strata  when  traced  orer 
extensive  areas. 

The  ustial  shape  and  structure  of  all  the  several  great  an- 
thracite tracts  of  this  State  are  those  of  long  and  irregular 
basins.  They  have  doubtless  assumed  this  form  from  the  ele- 
vation, on  all  sides  of  them,  of  the  underlying  rpeks  of  the  coun- 
try in  a  series  of  nearly  parallel  belts,  from  which  the  strata  dip 
in  opposite  directions,  or,  as  they  are  technically  called,  anti- 
clinal axes.  The  coal-strata  are  now  found  only  in  the  interme- 
diate spaces  between  the  lines  of  upheaval,  in  these  basins  or 
troughs,  the  strata  dipping  from  both  margins  inward,  some- 
times at  a  high  angle,  caused  by  the  tilting  upward  of  the  under- 
lying formations,  and  the  destruction,  by  the  action  of  water,  of 
the  broken  portions  of  the  coal-strata  which  once  covered  the 
upheaved  intervals,  between  the  basins  which,  consequently,  are 
DOW  barren'  of  coal.  These  two  grand  causes,  subterranean 
elevation,  and  superficial  denudation  by  water,  fixed  the  limits 
and  produced  the  form,  and  the  singular  positions  and  distnrb- 
jmces  of  the  anthracite  coal-regions. 

Li  addition  to  this  violent  upheaving  action  of  the  strata 
outside  of  or  around  the  coal-baeins,  enormous  parallel  wrin- 
'  The  BtntiBtica  and  more  valuable  ideas  in  t«gard  to  the  geotogv  of  both  the  an- 
thracite and  bituminous  coal-fields  of  Pennsylvania,  where  not  otherwise  credited, 
are  derived  from  H.  D.  Rivera's  final  report  of  the  "  State  Geological  Survev,"  1858 
{D.  Van  Noatracd  &  Co,,  New  Tork),  and  his  sii  annual  pamphlet  reports  of  prog- 
ress from  the  years  1836  to  1842.  A  full  note  on  this  work,  with  the  names  of  all 
Prof.  Rogers's  assistants,  will  be  found  at  the  close  of  the  chapters  on  Pennsjlrania. 
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klings  of  the  coal-measures  themselves  have  taken  place  within 
the  eoal-baains,  causing  great  intricacy  in  the  internal  structure 
of  many  parts  of  these  regions.  There  are 
|L        »|  I      also  great  dislocations  of  the   strata,  the 

results  of  the  same  subterranean  move- 
ments. A  general  idea  of  the  structure  of 
the  region  is  sufficient  for  the  reader,  who 
will  understand  that  these  lines  of  upheav- 
al were  between  where  the  several  coal^ 
basins  now  are  found,  and  that  the  bodies 
of  coal  which  were  preserved  for  our  use 
are  those  found  in  the  deepest  portion  of 
the  basins,  and  that  the  deeper  the  basin 
the  larger  is  the  number  of  coal-seams. 

But,  another  explanation  seems  neces- 
sary to  those  who  have  not  seen,  or  studied 
the  geology  of  this  wonderful  region,  name- 
ly :  that  the  anticlinal  or  upheaved  moun- 
I'-g  tains  are  entirely  removed  over  many  ex- 
•Ig  tensive  localities,  and  that  where,  if  an 
*-3  upheaval  only  Iiad  occurred,  a  very  high 
s-^  mountain  of  broken  coal-measures  would 
I -a  have  existed,  we  now,  as  a  general  rule, 
1 1  find  deep  valleys  cut  down  into  the  forma- 
l"!  tions  below  the  carboniferous  rocks,  even 
I  the  heavy  strata  of  conglomerate  which  un- 
f  derlaid  the  coal  being  entirely  swept  away, 
a  with  not  a  vestige  of  these  great  forma- 
I  tions  to  be  seen,  and  in  their  place  are  red- 
I  shale  valleys  which  were,  originally,  thou- 
I  sands  of  feet  below  their  present  level. 
^  The  coal-basins  are  but  fragments  of  a 
I  far  greater  formation,  and  the  underlying 
|,  formations  are  in  an  equally  fragmentary 
1=  condition,  with  enough  of  each  remaining 
I  to  show  the  remarkable  structure  of  the  re- 
I  gion.  It  is  certainly  difficult  even  to  im- 
I  agine  what  has  become  of  the  vast  monn- 
I  taiua  which  have  been  removed  and  cast 
into  the  midst  of  the  sea. 
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To  a  visitor,  nothing  is  more  aurprisinjj  than  the  high  steep 
ridges  which  traverse  the  interior  of  the  Schuylkill,  Shamokin, 
and  Mahanoy  coal-fields.  The  usual  description  of  them  as 
basins  or  troughs,  botmded  by  mountains,  prepares  him  for 
altogether  a  different-looking  country  from  the  one  he  finds. 
They  are,  in  fiict,  valleys  filled,  wherever  they  are  wide  enough 
to  admit  of  it,  with  long  hills  running  east  and  west,  with 
slopes  otten  of  great  steepness,  and  these  hills  or  ridges  are  of 
very  considerable  height,  sometimes  rivalling  in  elevation  the 
outside  or  boundary  mountains.  The  entire  coal-fields  are 
tilled  with  them :  those  in  the  first,  or  Sehuylliill  basin,  are  very 
irregular  in  their  length  and  position ;  those  in  the  second  coal- 
field are  more  regular ;  while  those  of  the  third  or  "Wyoming  field 
have  assumed  some  system,  as  will  be  hereafter  described.  There 
is  an  evident  gradation  in  the  degree  of  force  spent  in  producing 
them,  which  has  become  less  as  you  go  northwestward.  This 
is  especially  observable  in  the  third  field,  so  that,  when  we  go  to 
the  Lachawanna  end  of  it,  we  see  a  much  more  uniformly-shaped 
trough  or  curving  valley  with  comparatively  few  undulations, 
contrasting  strongly  with  the  Sharp  Mountain  west  of  Potta- 
ville,  which  is  thrown  over  toward  the  coal-basin  past  the  per- 
pendicular. 

The  Form  of  Anthracite  Coal-Seama. 

To  understand  the  extraordinary  form  in  which  the  anthra- 
cite coal-seams  are  disposed,  we  must,  therefore,  not  only  ima- 
gine the  genei"al  structure  of  these  troughs,  or  rather  canoe-shaped 
basins,  with  their  sharp,  elevated  ends,  a  feature  which  applies 
to  all  of  them,  but  we  must  also  bear  in  mind  the  corrugations 
or  wrinkles  which  sometimes  attain  to  great  size,  and  which 
characterize  the  interior  portions  of  each  basin,  particularly  the 
large  and  more  southern  coal-fields.  The  general  course  of 
these  folds  and  flexures  of  the  strata  is  east  and  west,  or,  as  we 
pass  from  south  to  north,  we  would  generally  run  across  these 
waves,  and,  in  going  east  and  west,  we  would  traverse  the  bot- 
tom of  the  troughs  or.  synehnals,  or  the  crests  of  the  folds  or 
wrinkles,  called  anticlinals  in  mining  phrase. 

The  series  of  strata  consists  of  numerous  noble  seams  of  coal, 
from  6  to  50  feet  in  thickness,  with  other  smaller  ones,  of  which 
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DO  notice  is  taken.  These  coal-eeams,  with  fire-clay  floors  and' 
black-shale  roofs,  are  separated  by  alternate  layers  of  sandstone 
and  aometimea  shales  from  10  to  500  feet  thick,  each  coal-seam 
and  each  layer  of  sandstone  corrugated  and  folded  alike.  "  Thus, 
each  sheet  of  coal  extends  for  itself,  and  by  itself,  as  f^  as  the 
valley  does  in  which  it  lies,  cleaving  down  through  the  moun- 
tain from  summit  to  base,  from  end  to  end,  passing  under  the 
adjoining  valley,  and  reascending  through  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  mountain  on  the  other  side.  Each  coal-bed  does 
this  independent  of  each  other,  -while  conforming  to  each  other's 
motions,  but  never  coming  into  conflict,  or  even  actual  contact, 
however  near,  except  in  faults." '  In  Rogers's  State  Geological 
Eoport,  a  large  quarto  volume  is  nearly  filled  with  details  as  to 
the  coal-seams  and  minute  descriptions  of  the  numerous  flexures 
of  the  anthracite  formations  as  they  were  then  known,  with 
their  saddle-like  upheavals  or  anticlinal  axes,  and  their  trough- 
like  down-throws  or  synclinal  axes.  Daddow  and  Bannan,  in 
"  Coal,  Iron,  and  Oil,"  have  also  put  on  record  later  accounts  of 
these,  the  knowledge  of  which  is  indispensable  to  anthracite- 
coal  operators,  bet  to  enumerate  them  would  be  tedious  and 
very  uninteresting  to  the  general  reader.  In  the  Lackawanna 
region,  and  the  more  northern  parts  of  the  Wyoming  Valley, 
these  flexures  do  not  occur  in  such  great  size,  the  seams  of  coal 
are  more  regularly  disposed  in  a  general  uniform  basin  more 
nearly  approaching  the  horizontal  form  of  bituminous  coal-seams, 
and  affording  opportunity  for  more  simple  methods  of  mining. 


Jfitmier  and  l^ze  of  the  i 
In  the  anthracite  coal-regions  of  Pennsylvania  we  find  this 
valuable  substance  in  an  abundance,  for  the  amount  of  surface 
occupied,  not  surpassed  in  any  part  of  the  world.  At  Pottsville, 
in  the  deepest  portion  of  the  first  coal-field,  all  the  seams  are 
supposed  to  be  fully  represented,  although  some  of  them  attain 
to  greater  size  in  other  parts  of  the  regions.  The  reader,  with 
the  least  imagination,  can  perceive  that,  with  the  basin-shape  of 
these  coal-fields,  a  shallow  basin  cannot  contain  as  numerous 
seams  of  coal  as  a  deep  one,  the  thickness  of  the  intermediate 
1  "  Manual  of  Coal  and  its  Topogrnplij,"  et«,,  bj  J,  P.  Lesley,  Topographicsl 
Oeologist.  Fhil^delpMa :  J.  B.  LippincoU  &  Co.,  1SS6.  iaiiio,pp.  224.  (Out  of  Print.) 
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rocks  being  the  same.  But  it  appears  like  one  of  the  compen- 
sating and  equalizing  provisions  of  Nature  that  the  numerous 
coal-seams  in  the  deep  basins  are  thinner  than  the  fewer  beds  in 
the  shallow  basins,  which  are  much  larger.  The  depth  of  the 
basins,  however,  depends  on  the  power  of  the  compressing  forces 
which  formed  them.  The  thickness  of  the  coal-seams  is  owing 
to  the  local  distribution  of  the  vegetable  material  of  which  the 
coal  was  formed.  In  practice,  it  is  the  one  or  two  larger  seams 
that  are  all-important.  In  this  country,  the  best  coal,  and  the 
cheapest  to  mine,  is  first  taken.  Where  the  Mammoth  bed  is 
found  14,  20,  25,  or  30  feet  thick,  all  the  coal  is  mined  in  that 
alone,  even  if  in  doing  bo  all  the  smaller  seams  should  be  de- 
stroyed, on  the  principle  that  it  affords  an  abundance  of  coal 
ibr  our  day,  and.  future  generations  can  take  care  of  themselves. 
As  a  general  description,  it  might  be  said  that,  in  the  deepest 
part  of  the  first  or  Schuylkill  coal-field,  there  are  15  coal-seams, 
each  from  3  to  25  feet,  in  all  113  feet  in  thieknesSj  of  which  80 
feet  is  considered  marketable  coal.  These  seams  extend  to  a 
considerable  extent  throughout  the  three  fields  or  basins,  so  fer 
as  their  depth  admits  of  tlieir  existence,  there  being  everywhere 
numerous  separate  beds,  some  of  them  compound  strata  of  great 
size,  which  in  other  localities  are  separated,  with  many  other 
emaller  ones  of  ample  size  for  profitable  working. 

Taking  the  several  anthracite  districts  in  a  general  view. 
Prof.  Kogers  reports  that  the  first  coal-field  possesses  an  average 
thickness  of  100  feet  of  coal,  and  the  second  and  third  would 
measure  about  60  feet,  and  the  general  average  of  all  the  regions 
together  would  be  about  70  feet,  and  the  separating  strata  of 
rock  between  the  several  coal-scams  vary  from  10  to  500  feet 
thick.  The  formations  are  of  too  irregular  a  character,  how- 
ever, to  admit  of  any  very  accurate  general  statement  .of  this 
kind,  and  mining-engineers  dift'er  very  much  in  their  estimates 
of  the  total  quantity  of  anthracite  coal  in  all  the  regions.  But 
all  agree  that  the  quantity  is  large,  and  that  the  waste  in  min- 
ing, and  in  the  process  of  breaking,  by  which  the  coal  is  pre- 
pared for  market,  is  enormous. 

On  page  23  is  Daddow  and  Bannan's  table  of  the  namea 
and  thickness  of  the  anthracite  seams  in  the  PottsvUle  district, 
beginning  with  the  lowest. 
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The  annexed  section  of  the  coal-strata  at 
Pottsville  lias  been  kindly  loaned  by  Messrs. 
Daddow  &  Baniian,  from  their  valuable  work, 
*'  Coal,  Iron,  and  Oil."  A,  the  lowest  seam, 
is  not  valuable  or  workable.  B,  or  the  Buck 
Mountain,  is  a  very  important  bed,  25  to  30 
feet  thick,  at  Plymouth,  and  in  some  of  the 
Lehigh  basins.  The  third  seam,  C,  is  not  usu- 
ally workable,  except  in  the  small  New  Bos- 
ton basin  and  in  the  Mahanoy  region.  D,  the 
Skidmore  or  Wharton,  is  a  good  bed,  6  to  12 
feet  thick.  E  is  the  Mammoth,  the  largest 
and  best  of  all  the  anthracite  coal-beds,  from 
12  to  70  feet  thick ;  but  its  best  size  is  about 
30  feet,  as  in  the  Lehigh  basins,  producing 
more  coal  than  when  at  its  maximum  size. 
Jn  parts  of  the  Mahanoy  basin  it  is  70  or  80 
feet  thick.  Sometimes  benches  of  coal  occur 
in  it  10  or  12  feet  thick,  without  a  marked 
parting  of  bone  or  slate  (Daddow).  In 
some  localities  it  is  divided,  and  an  upper 
bed  of  seven  feet  is  separated  from  it.  This 
E  bed  corresponds  with  the  upper  bed  of 
the  lower  bituminous  coal-measures,  F  with 
the  small  seams  in  the  barren  measures,  and 
G,  or  the  Primrose,  with  H,  or  the  Pittsburg 
and  Cumberland  bed,  in  the  sections  for 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  West  Virginia, 
and  Ohio,  given  on  pages  211,  252-256, 
277,  and  318.  The  upper  anthracite-beds, 
from  H  to  N,  or  some  of  thom,  are  repre- 
^x^OJX^jS  sented  by  the  Bedstone,  Sewickly,  and 
Waynesburg  beds,  in  the  sections  men- 
tioned. In  the  Maryland  section,  page  252, 
seven  coal-seams,  large  and  small,  occur 
above  H,  or  the  Big  bed,  of  that  region.  The 
identity  of  the  anthracite  coal-beds  with  the 
bituminous  throughout  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
Maryland,  West  Virginia,  and  Eastern  Ken- 
tucky, may  be  considered  as  well  established. 
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A  simple  statement  of  the  thickness  of  the  coal-seams,  meas- 
ured at  right  angles,  will  not  give  a  correct  idea  of  the  quantity 
of  coal  in  a  given  area,  as  an  horizontal  seam  of  anthracite  coal 
is  unlraown.  Take,  for  example,  the  Nesquehoning  or  Rhmne 
Eun  mines,  in  the  eastern  end  of  the  first  coal-field,  where 
the  seams  ai-e  vertical ;  after  descending  to  a  great  depth,  they 
'rise  to  the  sHrface,  and  then  descend  and  rise  again,  forming 
across  the  field,  or  in  a  north  and  south  direction,  three  syn- 
clinals, or  basins,  with  two  anticUnals  or  saddles  hetween  them," 
The  sections  of  all  parts  of  the  anthracite  regions  present  these 
waving  and  doubling  lines  and  extraordinary  undulations.  The 
usnal  calculations  of  the  number  of  square  miles  of  coal  multi- 
plied by  the  thickness  of  the  seams,  and  the  prodnct  reduced  to 
tons,  are  therefore  of  no  value,  unless  we  first  bring  these  basins 
and  saddles  to  an  horizontal  surface,  and  thus  very  greatly  in- 
crease their  area.  On  the  other  hand,  we  may  very  much  exag- 
gerate the  quantity  of  workable  coal ;  for,  if  we  examine  the 
quantity  actually  worked,  we  will  observe  that  vast  quantities 
of  coal  are  wasted.  Thus,  at  the  Ehutue  Eim  mines,  above 
mentioned,  a  line  drawn  across  the  numerous  undulating  seams 
of  coal  would  measure  29T  feet,  of  which  133  feet  is  workable 
coal,  while  but  one  of  the  numerous  seams,  called  the  Mammoth, 
is  actually  worked.  There  are  localities  where  the  force  used, 
in  throwing  the  coal-seams  into  their  present  vertical  and  wav- 
1  See  plate  od  page  34 
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ing  positions,  lias  Beriously  injured  the  quality  of  tlie  coal.  But 
far  greater  than  all  13  the  waste  in  unmined  coal,  and  of  that 
which  is  mined,  in  preparing  it  for  market.  The  foregoing 
tabular  statement  of  the  number,  names,  and  thickness  of  the 
larger  workable  anthracite  coal-scams,  omitting  numerous  small- 
er ones,  is  well  worthy  of  careful  study  by  all  who  are  interested 
in  any  of  the  eoal-regions  of  America,  as  it  is,  in  fact,  the  alpha- 
bet of  all  the  coal-seams.  The  correlation  of  the  Alleghany 
and  Illinois  coal-fields  is  doubted,  but  the  identity  of  the  seams 
throughout  the  whole  Alleghany  coal-region  is  becoming  more 
evident  as  investigations  are  extended,  and  the  characteristics 
of  each  seam,  in  localities  where  it  has  been  well  developed, 
serve  to  throw  light  upon  what  may  be  expected  of  it  in  other 
and  even  very  distant  places.  The  table  which  not  only  gives 
the  maximum  and  minimum  thickness  of  the  coal-seams,  but 
also  of  the  coal-measures  or  rocks  separating  the  coal-seams 
from  each  other,  is  from  Daddow  and  Bannan's  book,  ''  Coal, 
Iron,  and  Oil,"  to  which  readers  are  referred  for  farther  de- 
tails as  to  the  characteristics  of  the  different  seams  and  numer- 
ons  statistics  and  descriptions  of  these  wonderful  regions,  with 
a  treatise  on  mining,  and  descriptions  of  mining  machinery.' 

In  examining  this  extraordinary  display  of  mineral  wealth, 
the  eye  is  attracted  by  the  Mammoth  bed.  Its  great  size,  the 
superior  quality  of  its  coal,  and  its  cheapness  of  mining,  have 
attracted  the  miner  also,  so  that  three-fourths  of  all  the  coal 
sent  to  market  is  taken  from  this  favorite  bed,  without  much 
regard  to  true  economy  or  the  permanent  value  and  future  de- 
velopment of  the  property..  It  will  be  observed  that  there  are 
many  seams  found  from  six  to  nine  feet  thick.  A  very  fine  seam 
is  worked  in  the  "Wyoming  Talley,  of  a  thickness  of  24  feet  and 
upward,  and  in  other  regions  are  some  much .  larger,  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  of  which  was  the  old  Summit  Hill  mine, 
of  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Company,  where,  for  a  long 
time,  it  was  worked  in  an  open  quarry  of  10  acres  in  extent,  70 
feet  in  depth,  owing  to  a  doubling  together  of  the  strata,  the 
seam  being  actually  55  feet  thick  measured  at  right  angles,  of 
which  more  than  40  feet  was  of  the  very  best  quality  of  coal. 
'  "Coal,  Iron,  and  Oil;  or,  the  Fmctical  Amecicun  Miner,  a  Plain  and  Popular 
Work  on  onr  Mines  and  Mineral  KesourceB,"  etc.  By  S.  H.  Daddow  and  Benjamin 
Baonan,  1866.  (Fublished  and  for  sale  bj  B.  Bannan,  PottErille,  Pa.,  8to.,  pp.  803.) 
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In  all,  850,000  tons  of  coal  were  thns  taken  out,  bo  that  every 
available  acre  of  land  produced  85,000  tons  of  excellent  coal. 
This  mine  is  now  on  fire,  and  has  been  burning  since  the  year 


Section  fbom  Muich  Ohuiik  to  Loeiut  Moimlnfn. 

185Y.  At  the  edges  of  the  basins  of  all  these  regions  the  num- 
ber of  seams  is  less,  the  upper  ones  being  waslied  off.  The  pre- 
cise number  and  aggregate  thickness  of  the  beds  of  coal  in  some 
pai'ts  of  these  anthracite  regions  are  matters  of  some  doubt, 
especially  to  determine  which  are  repetitions  of  the  same  bed. 
Thereare  also  numerous  thin  seams,  which,  while  they  might 
be  valuable  elsewhere,  are  here  neglected  on  account  of  their 
small  size.  Throughout  the  anthracite  regions  they  are  almost 
always  called  veins,  but  that  term  properly  applies  to  irregular 
fissures  running  across  the  rock-strata  filled  with  mineral  sub- 
stances. Coal  is  always  in  seams  running  with  the  rocks,  and 
the  larger  seams  are  called  beds. 

Descr^tion  of  the  Coal-Basins. 

The  First,  Southern,  or  SohuylkiU  CoaV-fdd,  extends  in  a 
continuous  body  in  an  east  and  west  direction,  inclining  a  little 
toward  the  southwest,  from  a  point  near  the  Lehigh  Eiver  at 
Mauch  Chunk,  to  a  piint  near  the  Susquehanna  Eiver,  six  miles 
north  of  Harrisburg;  its  extreme  length  is  T3  miles,  with  a 
mean  breadth  of  two  miles  and  a  maximum  breadtli  of  five  miles. 
North  of,  and  near  the  centre  of  the  main  field,  directly  north 
of  Pottsville,  is  the  small  detached  field  called  Mine  Hill,  which 
is  14  miles  long.  This  eouthem  coal-field  is  principally  in 
Schuylkill  County,  but  the  eastern  point,  the  Leliigh  Naviga- 
tion Company's  mines,  is  in  Carbon  County,  and  the  ends 
of  both  the  western  forks  or  extremities  of  the  field  are  in 
Dauphin  County.     It  is  everywhere  penetrated  by  railroads, 
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rtilroad,  imd  savcral  other  HnmeoUng  pliuies,  st  thuttlioo,  the  lougeil  r^lroad  In  tlie  Uoltail  Stales, 
md  the  first,  except  that  at  Qulncy  Muss.,  which  was  completed  two  months  earUer.  This  "  8wltgh- 
Back  "  BaUroad,  as  It  la  called,  has  been  BDpeneded  by  ft  taiinel  st  Neaquehoniiis,  aad  Is  nan  oulf 
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consieting  almost  exeluaively  of  tlie  Philadelphia  &  Reading 
Eailroad  and  its  nuiuerous  branches,  leading  to  all  the  collier- 
ies, bnt  none  of  the  great  lines  of  through-travel,  either  east 
and  west,  or  north  and  south,  paas  through  it,  except  the  Cata- 
wissa  Eailroad,  which  crosses  it  at  Tamaqua. 

The  Southern,  or  Schuylkill  eoal-basin,  extending  from  the 
Lehigh  to  near  the  Suequehannnj  is  very  irregular  in  its  eon- 
figuration  and  structure.  For  convenience,  it  should  be  divided 
into  districts  commencing  at  the  east  or  Eiver  Lehigh  end,  and 
going  westward, 

First,  we  have  the  Lehigh  and  IMUe  SchuyJMU  district. 
Although  the  coal-field,  ■  as  correctly  represented  on  a  map, 
approaches  within  about  a  mile  or  two  of  the  river  Lehigh,  it 
is  high  above  it,  the  east  point  of  the  field  being  at  least  1,000 
feet  higher,  and  it  lies  in  the  embraces  of  two  high  contiguous 
mountains,  which  seem  to  have  been  united  for  its  protection, 
without  any  gap  or  opening  at  the  Lehigh  Valley.  H^-e  are 
situated  the  famous  switch-back  railroad  and  inclined  planes  of 
the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Company,  by  which  the  coal 
is  carried  over  this  high  mountain-barrier  to  market.  These 
two  mountain-ridges  diverge  from  the  knob,  on  the  river  Lehigh, 
called  Mount  Pisgah,  and  extend  westward,  gradually  separating, 
but  with  no  considerable  deviation  from  straightness,  as  far  as 
Tusearora  and  Hiddleport,  about  19  piiles,  and  with  no  break 
of  continuity,  except  the  simple  notches  which  give  passage  to 
the  streams,  especially  the  gap  at  Tamaqua,  for  the  passage  of 
the  Little  Schuylkill.  This  geologically  beautiful  division  of 
the  coal-fleld  has  a  trough-like  structure,  gradually  expanding 
and  deepening  toward  the  west,  and  is  confined  on.  each  side  by 
steep  and  regular  mountain-slopes.  The  ridge  on  the  south 
side  is  the  Sharp  Mountain,  on  which  the  average  dip  of  the 
coal-seams  is  about  80°,  while  the  dip  on  the  Locust  Eidge,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  valley,  is  between  50°  and  60°.  These  two 
mountains  thus  form  the  eastern  elevated  prow  of  a  vast  eanoe  or 
trough,  the  coal-area,  from  a  mere  point  at  the  east  end,  widen- 
ing to  about  a  mile  and  a  half  opposite  Tusearora.  The  coal- 
seams  are  here  developed  in  their  greatest  magnitude,  and  are 
situated  in  the  sides  of  both  mountains,  and  run  with  the  moun- 
tain-sloj'eB  dowo  to  tho  bottom  of  the  valley  to  an,  as  yet,  un- 
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tuown  depth,  and  extending  in  a  similar  manner  up  the  aide 
of  the  opposite  mountain,  but  with  a  nmnber  of  subordinate 
folds  or  flexures,  in  some  of  which  the  coal-seams  are  vertical. 
"Within  this  first  district  are  a  number  of  smaller  localities  which, 
as  they  are  often  spoken  of,  should  also  he  mentioned,  com- 
mencing at  the  east  end  and  continuing  westward.  ITesque- 
honing  is  a  mining  village  north  of  and  outside  of  the  east  end 
of  the  field,  where  a  small  stream,  called  Rhume  Hun,  passes 
out  of  the  coal-valley  into  Nesquehoning  Creek,  a  tributary  of 
the  Lehigh.  A  railroad  tunnel  now  passes  through  this  moun- 
tain. Summit  Hill  is  on  the  top  of  Sharp  Mountain,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  basin,  where  the  first  mine  was  opened  in  the 
great  quarry  before  described,  where  the  seam  was  doubled 
together  in  a  large  mass  of  coal,  From  this  point  in  the 
valley,  westward,  the  surface  is  drained  by  Panther  Creek, 
which  runs  westward,  past  Coaldale  and  Greenwood,  to  the 

SkarpMl.  FiH.5.  LtcaitMt 
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Little  Sehuylkai  at  Tamaqua,  The  latter  stream  there  cuts 
through  Sharp's  Mountain,  and  flows  over  the  red  shale,  and 
through  the  second  mountain.  The  region  above  described  pro- 
duces the  fiimous  "  Old  Company's"  iron-melting  Lehigh  coal, 
and  is  usually  reckoned  with  the  Lehigh  email  hasins,  as  the  coal 
is  similar. 

The  second  of  Prof.  Kogers's  division  is  the  Schuylkill  and 
SwcUara  District,  There  is  an  abrupt  widening  of  the  coal- 
basin  at  Middleport,  and  this  district  extends  from  this  point,  a 
little  north  of  westward,  to  the  forks  of  the  basin  north  of  Pine- 
grove,  at  Lorherry  Creek,  the  north  fork  of  the  Swatara.  This 
portion  of  the  field  is  22  miles  long,  and  in  its  central  and  widest 
part  about  four  miles  broad.  Mine  HiU  is  its  northern  and  Sharp 
Mountain  its  southern  boundary.  In  the  Sharp  Moimtain,  the 
rocks  have  been  uplifted  and  tilted  over  beyond  the  perpen- 
dicular, so  that  they  lean  over,  as  it  were,  northward,  against 
the  coal-measures  in  an  inverted  position,  crushing  and  destroy- 
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ing  the  coal-seams,  so  tliat,  instead  of  dipping  nortiiward,  or  into 
the  baein,  they  dip  at  a  high  angle  toward  the  south,  and  in 
some  places  they  are  perpendicular.  This  moat  extraordinary, 
condition  of  things  extends  from  opposite  Middleport,  nine  miles 
east  of  Pottsville,  to  near  the  extreme  western  end  of  the  Dau- 
phin^ prong  of  the  haein,  a  distance  of  about  30  miles.  The 
etrueture  of  the  northern  boundary,  Mine  Hill,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  anticlinal,  dipping  southward  into  the  Schuylkill  basin, 
and  northward  into  the  Mine  Hill  basin.  The  Locust  Mountain, 
which  forms  the  northern  boundary  of  the  first  district,  ranges 
from  Middleport,  more  northwestward,  into  Broad  Mountain, 
while  Mine  Hill  rises  near  Tuscarora  and  ranges  westward,  in 
an  almost  straight  course,  being  a  well-defined  ridge,  exposing 
the  conglomerate  under  the  coal  on  its  summit.  It  separates 
the  Schuylkill  Valley,  or  Pottsville  coal-field,  from  a  smaller 
basin  on  the  north,  which  is  called  the  Mine  Hill  basin.  It  is 
nearly  opposite  the  east  end  of  Mine  Hill,  where  the  Sharp 
Mountain  exhibits  the  remarkable  change  in  the  position  of  its 
crest  before  mentioned,  suddenly  shifting  to  the  south  more 
than  half  a  mile,  and,  abruptly  widening  the  coal-field,  thence 
westward,  the  whole  mountain,  as  one  mass,  being  violently 
dislocated,  latei'ally.  The  south  rim  of  tlie  basin  appears  to 
have  been  broken  by  a  greater  force  having  been  exei-ted  against 
it  on  the  eastern  than  on  this  central  portion. 

This  wider,  middle  part  of  the  coal-field,  contains  a  number 
of  subordinate  anticlinal  flexures,  or  saddles,  some  of  them  in 
the  form  of  inverted  folds  of  the  coal-measures,  several  miles  in 
length,  besides  many  local  contortions  and  irregularities  of  the 
dip.  This  district  includes  the  most  important  part  of  the 
Schuylkill  basin,  drained  by  the  river  of  that  name,  having 
Pottsville  for  its  central  point ;  also.  Port  Carbon,  St.  Clair, 
Miilersville,  Swatara,  and  Tremont,  with  numerous  collieries, 
and  mining  towns,  and  its  surface  is  very  much  diversified  by 
the  undulating  character  of  the  strata.  The  more  southern 
basin,  in  which  Pottsville  is  situated,  is  the  largest.  Daddow 
gives  its  dimensions  as  one  mile  wide  and  50  miles  long. 

Eogers,  in  his  second  annual  report,  describes  the  ponderous 
conglomerates  of  Sharp  Mountain  as  overtilted,  and  leaning  in 
an  inverted  attitude  on  the  coal-seams,  which  must  lie  buried  in 
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a  more  or  leas  crushed  condition  for  several  thousand  feet  be- 
neatli  its  base.  In  consequence  of  the  disruption  of  the  coal- 
measures,  and  the  overtilting  of  their  strata,  the  coal-seams  have 
sustained  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  crushing  action,  the  result 
of  a  sliding  of  the  beds  in  the  plane  of  their  stratification.  In 
such  a  movement,  the  greatest  amount  of  crushing  force  would 
take  place  in  the  coal-beds,  which  are  the  weakest  layers,  and 
the  strata  have  experienced  an  unequal  lateral  bulging,  and  the 
coal-seams  show  the  effect  of  a  rubbing  pressure  to  an  extraor- 
dinary degree.  A  piece  of  coal  larger  than  a  nut  can  scarcely 
be  found,  that  ddes  not  give  proof  that  its  parts  have  been  vio- 
lently crushed.  The  coal  crumbles  into  flakes,  and  the  roof 
and  floor  sometimes  approach  nearly  to  touching,  and  at  others 
recede  beyond  the  proper  space  which  should  divide  tliem. 

The  compressing  force  seems  to  have  been  exerted  most 
strongly  from  the  south  or  southeast,  as  the -crests  of  the  waves 
seem  to  be  urged  forward  from  that  direction,  and  consequently, 
throughout  the  Schuylkill  region,  the  inclination  on  the  south 
side  of  the  basins  is  considerably  the  more  abrupt.  The  dips  tow- 
ard the  north  exceed  those  toward  the  south.  The  intelligent 
miners  are  aware  of  the  relative  unproductiveness  of  the  north- 
dipping  portions  of  the  strata.  There  are  places  in  the  other 
anthracite  regions,  also,  where  portions  of  the  coal  are  crushed 
and  destroyed  by  these  disturbances,  and  even  reduced  to  pow- 
der. These  circumstances  are  evidence  that  the  coal  could  not 
have  been  originally  deposited  in  its  present  basin-like  form, 
and  that  it  was  in  some  measure  hardened  at  the  time  the  dis- 
turbances of  the  strata  took  place.  It  illustrates  what  is  seen 
in  Ehode  Island,  and  among  the  squeezed-up  fragments  of 
anthracite  in  Virginia. 

But  too  much  space  has  been  given  to  this,  which  is  only 
one  of  the  curiosities  of  the  subject.  The  real  wonder  of  this 
famous  Pottsville  region  is  the  great  Mammoth  bed  of  coal, 
which  is  often  as  much  as  30,  40,  and  in  some  places  even  50 
feet  in  thickness,  and  which  Hues  the  slopes  of  these  bleak,  bar- 
ren hills.  Millions  of  tons  of  the  finest  coal  have  been  mined 
from  it  above  water-level,  and,  as  you  pass  through  these  val- 
leys, near  the  summits  of  the  hills  can  be  seen  long  lines  of 
follen-in  outcrop,  showing  where  the  great  coal-bed  has  been 
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robbed  of  its  treasures  from  the  foot  to  the  summit  of  the 
ridges.  The  mining  in  the  older  mining-districts  is  now  done 
by  slopes  and  shafts  below  water-level. . 

Nothing  in  the  geology  of  the  antliracite  regions  is  more 
remarkable  than  the  tenacity  of  the  strata,  which,  as  a  general 
rule,  follow  each  other  faithfully  through  all  the  numerooB 
foldings  and  undulations,  without  great  faults  or  sudden  breaks 
by  which  strata  usually  far  separated  are  brought  together.  The 
English  coal-fields  show  numerous  faults,  one  of  the  most  cele- 
brated of  which  is  the  90-&,thom  dike  in  the  Newcastle  coal- 
field. Some  of  their  faults  are  30  miles  loflg,  and  in  other 
localities  smaller  faults  occur  every  few  yards.  Along  the  east 
margin  of  the  great  Alleghany  coal-field  in  Virginia,  Tennes- 
see, and  Alabama,  from  some  cause  the  formations,  which  in 
Pennsylvania  present  these  remarkable  swells  and  convolutions 
of  all  the  strata  in  a  body,  are  there  characterized  by  true  faults 
or  cracks,  some  of  them  100  miles  long,  bringing  up  some  of 
the  oldest  formations  against  the  edges  of  the  most  recent. 

The  third  division  of  the  southern  basin  is  the  separate  and 
smaller  synclinal  trough  of  Mine  Hill.  It  is  between  13  and 
14  miles  long,  and  from  a  fourth  or  half  a  mile  wide  at  its  east 
end  to  a  mile  where  it  is  broadest,  and  has  a  fine  thickness  of 
coal.  Its  north  boundary  is  Broad  Mountain,  into  which,  in- 
deed, its  two  extremities  may  be  s;iid  to  penetrate,  and  it  forks 
at  its  west  end  into  two  bra:nches  by  the  intrusion  of  the 
Peaked  Mountain. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  divisions  of  the  main  coal-field  consist 
of  the  two  prongs  which  form  its  western  ends.  These  are 
caused  by  the  intrusion  from  the  west  of  a  broad  anticlinal  belt 
of  conglomerate,  and  still  lower  rocks,  forming  the  Little  Lick 
or  Stony  Mountain,  and  the  valleys  west  of  it.  This  causes  the 
basin  to  separate  into  two  long  and  narrow  synclinal  troughs, 
the  more  southern  of  which  is  called  the  Dauphin  basin,  and 
the  more  northern  the  Wiconisco  or  Lykena-Valley  basin. 

4.  The  Wiconisco  iasin,  or  northern  and  shorter  of  these 
western  extremities  of  this  anthracite  coal-field,  is  nearly  17 
miles  long,  and  in  width,  measuring  from  one  outcrop  of  the 
conglomerate  to  the  opposite  one,  is  from  a  mile  and  a  half  to 
three-quarters  of  a  mile,  tapering  gradually  to  a  point,  with  a 
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Btructure  very  Bimilar  to  that  of  the  first  or  Tamaqua  division. 
Its  bounding  ridges  are  the  Big  Lick  Mountain  on  the  south, 
and  the  Bear  or  Thick  (sometimes  called  the  Short  Mountain) 
on  the  north,  both  of  them  with  their  strata  dipping  toward 
the  coal-measures,  with  a  synclinal  axis  along  the  centre  of  the 
trough.  Eauseh's  or  KJinger's  Gap  is  the  outlet  on  the  north 
side,  and  near  the  centre  of  the  field,  and  Bear  Gap  on  the 
south  side,  through  which  the  railroad  is  built. 

5.  The  Dav^hin  hasin,  or  southern  fork  of  the  Schuylkill 
field,  is  about  27  miles  long,  and  has  a  breadth  of  nearly  a  mile 
at  its  eastern  end,  but  contracts  gradually  to  half  a  mile  be- 
tween Eauseh's  Gap  and  Yellow  Springs  Gap,  and  still  farther 
westward  it  tapers  away  to  a  very  narrow  belt ;  the  bed  of  the 
valley  rising  all  the  way,  until  the  coal-measures  terminate  in 
a  long  and  acute  point  at  an  elevation  of  many  hundred  feet 
above  the  valleys  outside  of  the  bounding  mountains.  The 
end  of  the  coal-measures,  as  they  are  pressed  and  folded  to- 
gether between  their  two  mountain-barriers  in  the  high,  nar- 
row mountain -trough,  is  within  four  miles  of  the  Susquehanna 
River.  The  outside  mountain,  separated  by  the  red  shale  from 
the  coal-baain,  is  the  Second  Mountain  end  seen  on  the  east 
sidtf  of  the  river  Susquehanna  above  Harrisburg,  at  the  little 
town  of  Dauphin,  where  the  Korthem  Central  Railroad  bridge 
crosses  the  river.  Peters's  Mountain,  farther  north,  called  the 
Fourth,  is  the  northern  outside  mountain,  and  the  cove  on  the 
Perry-County  side  is  formed  by  their  junction  at  their  extremi- 
ties. The  Third  Mountain  contains  the  coal-baain  between 
them.  This  Dauphin  basin  is  a  simple,  compressed  synclinal 
trough,  the  strata  on  the  south  side  dipping  perpendicularly, 
while  those  on  the  north  side  decline  south  at  an  angle  of  45°. 

We  thus  find  that  both  the  west  and  the  east  ends  of  this 
great  Schuylkill  coal-basin  terminate  in  elevated  mountain-val- 
leys, each  with  its  two  mountain-rims  coalescing,  the  one  high 
above  the  Lehigh  at  Maueh  Chunk,  the  other  high  above  the 
Susquehanna  at  Dauphin.  Travellers  on  either  of  the  two  fine 
railroads  along  the  Lehigh  River,  the  Lehigh  &  Susquehanna, 
or  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  unless  informed,  would  never 
suspect  that  the  high  mountain  which  presents  its  end  above 
llauch  Chunk,  crowned  with  the  tall  chimneys  of  the  inclined 
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plane,  held  within  it  a  mountain-valley  filled  from  aide  to  Bide 
and  from  end  to  end,  and  extending  eastward  more  than  70 
miles,  with  the  most  wonderful  scame  of  the  finest  coal  in  the 
world,  in  an  abundance  and  richness  altogether  uneqnalled. 
In  the  same  manner  t!ie  western  termini  of  this  wonderful 
coal-deposit  are  enclosed  by  the  same  mountains  turned  up 
edgeways,  as  their  southern  and  northern  boundaries,  and  clos- 
ing around  their  ends,  with  their  numerous  seams  of  coal  also 
turned  up  on  their  edges,  running  deep  down  into  tne  bottom 
of  these  basins  to  unknown  depths,  where  generations  to  come 
will  follow  them  in  search  of  fuel.  It  should  be  noticed,  too, 
that  as  the  Lehigh  River  cuts  through  the  outside  mountain- 
frame,  and  runs,  at  Mauch  Chunk,  at  the  foot  of  the  coal-bearing 
mountain,  leaving  a  loop-shaped  fraction  of  the  mountain  east 
of  the  Lehigh,  so  also  the  Susquehanna  Kiver  cuts  off  loops 
from  both  of  the  forks  of  the  west  end  of  the  eame  mountains, 
leaving  similar  fractions  of  the  Vespertine  Mountains  on  the 
west  side  of  that  river,  in  Perry  County ;  that  of  the  Lykens- 
Talley  or  "Wiconisco  fork  lying  between  the  Susquehanna  and 
the  Juniata  opposite  Newport,  and  the  other  forming  the  cove 
opposite  Dauphin. 

We  must  not  leave  the  Schuylkill  or  first  coal-field  witBout 
a  word  as  to  its  appearance.  A  further  notice  of  this  will  be 
given  at  the  close  of  this  chapter,  but  no  reader  who  has  not 
seen  it  will  believe  its  wonderful  sterility.  Its  soil  wiU  produce 
absolutely  nothing  in  the  way  of  rewards  to  the  husbandman. 
A  more  unpromising-looking  country  cannot  be  found  in  the 
State,  except  its  sisters  Mahanoy,  Shamokin,  and  the  Lehigh 
basins.  The  entire  area  of  the  various  parts  of  the  Schuylkill 
coal-field  is  estimated  by  P.  "W.  Sheafer,  a  distinguished  geol- 
ogist and  mining  engineer  of  Pottsville,  as  follows : 
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It  may  aid  the  memory  to  retain,  the  figure  on  the  map  of 
this  southern  eoal-field,  by  noticing  its  resemblance  to  a  rude 
drawing  of  an  open-mouthed  alligator  without  legs,  with  his 
tail  toward  Mauch  Chunk,  the  Mine-Hill  field  is  his  dorsal  fin, 
Tremont  is  the  eye,  Pottsville  the  heart,  and  the  Philadelphia 
&  Beading  Railroad,  with  its  numerous  branches,  represents 
the  veins  and  arteries. 

Second  CodlrField, 

The  Shamokin  and  Mahanoy  portions  of  the  second  and 
middle  coal-field,  Prof.  Rogers  eays,  are  essentially  one  great 
coal-field,  thei-e  being  no  belt  of  any  older  rocks  than  the  coal 
conglomerate,  and  that  of  no  rery  great  width,  partially  sub- 
dividing the  two  regions.  The  names  by  which  these  two  large 
and  important  fields  are  commonly  known  are  derived  from 
the  two  creeks  by  which  they  are  almost  exclnaively  watered. 
The  eastern  district,  south  of  the  dividing  ridge,  called  Locust 
JCountain,  is  drained  by  Mahanoy  Creek,  which  empties  into 
the  Susquehanna  River  at  Port  Trevorton,  and  is  called  the 
Mahanoy  Region.  It  is  23  miles  in  length,  with  a  mean 
breadth  of  less  than  two  miles,  and  contains  41  square  miles.. 
Its  southern  boundary  is  the  Mahanoy  and  Broad  Mountain, 
and  on  the  north  it  is  bounded  by  the  Eig  or  Head  Mountain. 
Its  western  extremity  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Locust 
Mountain,  which  penetrates  between  the  Mahanoy  and  Shamo- 
kin basins  without  entirely  separating  them  on  the  north  side. 
The  nearest  station  on  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  to  this  di- 
vision of  the  two  regions  is  Centreville.  This  basin  is  nearly 
all  in  Schuylkill  County,  the  -west  end  only  being  in  Northum- 
berland and  Columbia  Counties. 

The  Mahanoy  coal-field  consists  of  a  rather  high,  rolling 
table-land,  between  the  summits  of  its  bounding  mountains,  the 
outer  barriers  of  the  coal-measures.  It  contains  undulations, 
but,  unlike  those  of  the  Schuylkill  basin,  they  are  characterized 
by  remarkable  symmetry.  It  is  traversed  longitudinally,  or  in 
a  nearly  east  and  west  direction,  by  three  and  probably  in  some 
quarters  four  nearly  parallel  gently-swelling  ridges,  dividing  the 
region  into  about  four  very  moderately-depressed  valleys.  These 
valleys  are  so  many  almost  regularly-formed  little  coal-basing 
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in  which  the  eoal-measures,  as  a  general  rule,  have  a  very  gentle 
dip  toward  the  interior  of  each  basin,  or  away  from  the  bound- 
ing ridges.  The  ridges  contain  broad,  rounded,  obtuse  anticli- 
nal axes,  having  the  dipa  on  both  sides  symmetrical,  exposing 
on  their  summit  the  conglomerate  beneath  the  coal.  On  these 
ridges  no  coal  is  found ;  but  some  of  the  valleys,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  richly  supplied  with  coal ;  two  or  three  of  the  seams, 
which  are  those  at  the  base  of  the  formation,  being  of  great 
thickness,  though  the  total  depth  of  the  coal-measures  is  con- 
siderably less  than  those  of  the  deepest  part  of  the  Schuylkill 
basin. 

The  mining  done  in  the  Mahanoy  coal-field,  since  Kogers's 
reports  were  made,  has  proved  the  very  remarkable  size  of  the 
coal-seams  in  this  basin.  The  two  great  coal-carrying  railroads, 
the  Philadelphia  &  Beading  and  the  Lehigh  Valley,  both  pene- 
trate the  Mahanoy  coal-field,  the  former  from  the  south,  and 
extending  mainly  along  tlie  lower  or  central  und  southern 
side  of  the  basin ;  and  the  latter,  which  was  afterward  con- 
structed, entering  from  the  east,  and  extending  along  the  north 
side  of  the  basin.  Both  have  numerous  brandies,  leading  to 
the  various-  collieries.  The  important  mining  towns  of  the 
"Mahanoy  region  are  Mahanoy  City,  Shenandoah  City,  Girarda- 
ville,  Ashland,  Preston,  Locustdale,  and  Centralia,  some  of 
them  large  and  important  places.  This  sketch  of  Mahanoy  is 
necessarily  brief;  but  this  is  one  of  the  best  and  richest  of  the 
great  anthracite  coal-basins.  Being  less  accessible  than  the 
first  or  Schuylkill  region,  mining  was  commenced  here  kter, 
and  a  larger  portion  of  its  valuable  treasures  of  fuel  r 


The  Shauokin  Baskt  is  draiued  by  the  Shamokin  Creek, 
■which  empties  into  the  Susquehanna  Kiver  at  Sunbury,  and  is 
the  western  portion  of  the  second  or  middle  eoal-lield.  This 
field  is  20  miles  in  length,  with  a  mean  breadth  of  two  and  a 
half  miles,  and  its  area  is  50  square  miles.  This,  with  the  41 
square  miles  of  the  Mahanoy,  makes  the  total  area  of  the  mid- 
dle coal-field  91  square  miles,  besides  the  small  Lehigh  basins. 
The  Shamokin  basin  is  nearly  all  in  Northumberland  County, 
with  a  few  collieries  at  the  east  end  in  Columbia  County.    It  is 


Hosted  by 


Google 


SHAMOKIN.  37 

bounded  on  the  south  by  locuBt  ifoimtain,  separating  it  from 
the  Mahanoy,  and  extending  to  the  extremity  of  the  baBin  ;  but 
the  west  end  of  it  is  frequently  called  the  Mahanoy  Mountain. 
On  the  north  the  boundary  is  the  Thick  or  Shamokin  iloun- 
tain.  The  western  end  of  the  great  Shaniobin  coal-field  is  not 
unlike  the  east  and  west  termini  of  the  Schuylkill  field.  The 
north  and  south  dipping  ranges  of  nptilted  conglomerate,  which 
form  the  margins  of  the  basin,  unite  together  in  a  high  loiob, 
between  eight  and  nine  miles  west  of  Shamokin  Gap,  and  about 
10  miles  west  of  the  Susquehanna  at  Port  Trevorton,  in  a  direct 
line.  From  the  western  terminus  of  the  Shamokin  coal-field 
eastward  there  is  a  regular  basin  of  coal-measures  of  uncommon 
width  and  depth.  The  Shamokin  field  consists  of  three  sub- 
basins,  according  to  Rogers,  while  Daddow's  section  indicates 
more,  and  it  affords  a  fine  display  of  numerous  coal-seams  of  a 
good  workable  size. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  there  are  thirteen  separate  seams 
of  coal  in  the  Shamokin  coal-field,  all  of  which  have  been  cut 
and  worked  at  some  point  to  a  greater  or  lees  extent ;  but  there 
ie  no  place  where  so  many  are  found  of  a  workable  thickness. 
In  respect  to  all  these  coal-fields,  it  should  be  understood  that 
the  exploring  for  and  opening  of  coal-seams  are  attended  with 
considerable  expense  ;  and,  if  a  few  seams  of  sufficient  size  and 
producing  a  good  quality  of  coal  are  found,  there  are  but  few 
coal  operators  or  companies  who  care  to  expend  money  in  ex- 
plorations to  prove  the  entire  contents  of  the  coal-measures. 
The  upper  seams,  being  most  accessible,  are  generally  first 
worked.  Nos,  11  and  12,  numbering  from  the  bottom  of  the 
basin,  are  red-ash  coals ;  and  No.  13  is  generally  too  near  the 
surface  to  be  cared  for.  Nos.  10,  9,  and  8,  the  next  in  descend- 
ing order,  are  all  good  workable  seams ;  Nos.  9  and  8  being 
called  the  Twins,  and  are  supposed  to  be  the  Mammoth,  which 
is  separated  into  two  seams.  These  three  are  extensively 
wrought,  and  vary  in  thickness  from  7  to  10  feet.  The  dip  of 
the  coal  on  the  north  side  of  the  basin,  or  the  south  dip,  as  it  is 
called,  will  average  25° ;  the  coal-seams  rising  to  the  summit 
of  the  mountain,  730  feet  above  water-level  in  the  valley,  in 
perpendicular  altitude,  at  the  town  of  Shamokin,  affording  a 
very  large  quantity  of  coal  above  water-level.  The  depth  of  the 
basin  has  not  been  ascertained  by  mining. 
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The  branch  of  the  Lehigh  Talley  Kailroad  which  passes 
through  the  Mahanoy  coal-field  extends  westward  to  Mount 
Carinel.  The  Northern  Central  Railroad  extends  from  Mount 
Carmel  through  the  Shamokin  hasin,  passing  out  of  it  through 
a  fine  natural  opening  on  its  north  side,  called  Shamokin  Ghip, 
at  the  town  of  Shamokin,  and  thence  to  the  main  line  of  that 
road  at  Sunbury. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railroad  extends  through 
the  Shamokin  basin,  and  out  by  Shamokin  Gap,  and  thence 
pursues  its  course  westward  along  the  red-shale  valley  to  Tre- 
vorton,  where  it  receives  a  tributary  from  the  collieries  in  the 
basin,  and  thence  it  runs  to  Port  Trevorton  on  the  Susque- 
hanna, 41  miles  north  of  Harrisburg.  The  first  mountain  be- 
low Sunbury,  on  the  ^Northern  Central  Railroad,  is  the  outside 
rim  of  the  Shamokin  basin,  which  hero  terminates,  whereas  tlie 
two  -^est  prongs  of  the  first  or  Schuylkill  basin  extend  across 
the  Susquehanna,  as  before  described. 

It  appears,  by  Mr.  Bannan'a  statistics  for  1871,  that  in  the 
first  and  second  coal-fields,  exclusive  of  the  Lehigh  basins,  Chore 
were  209  collieries  in  operation,  which  in  that  year  produced 
5,124,780  tons  of  coal,  mined,,  prepared,  and  sent  to  market, 
and  about  one-sixth  of  this  quantity  is  estimated  to  have  been 
wasted  in  the  coal-breakers. 

T/i^  LeMgh  Coal-Basins. 
The  Lehigh  coal-fields  consist  of  seven  narrow  basins  lying 
contiguous  to ,  each  other,  separated  by  six  antichnal  axes  or 
undulations  of  the  dip,  and  containing  tlie  lower  coal-beda  of 
the  series,  one  of  which  is  of  great  size  and  importance.  The 
Lehigh  River,  between  "White  Haven  and  Penn  Haven,  is  the 
eastern  boundary  of  this  important  region.  These  basins  may  be 
compared  to  a  like  number  of  long  and  narrow  troughs  lying  in 
contact,  and  parallel  to  each  other,  ranging  generally  S.  65°  E. 
to  8.  70°  E.  These  are  separated  from  eadi  other  in  every  case 
by  parallel  anticlinal  ridges  of  conglomerate  rock,  or,  when  that 
has  been  carried  away,  from  a  deeper  denudation  than  usual, 
they  are  then  divided  by  narrow  valleys  of  the  red  shale.  The 
latter  is  the  common  structure  of  the  eastern  and  western  ex- 
tremities of  the  coal-fields,  where  we  find  the  coal-basins  termi- 
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Hating  abruptly  in  a  prow-shaped  form  in  those  conspieuous 
mountain-spurs  or  high  promontories  which  stretch  eastward 
and  westward  from  the  elevated  lerel  of  the  coal-field  into  the 
lower  red-shale  valleys  of  the  Lehigh  and  Oatawiaaa. 

The  Lehigh  coal-basins,  although  small  in  area,  are  very 
productive  and  important,  and  afford  an  excellent  quality  of 
coal.  This  group  of  hasins,  taken  together,  is  bounded  on 
the  eonth  by  the  red-shale  valley  of  the  Quakake,  on  the  east 
hy  the  valley  of  the  Lehigh  Kiver,  and  on  the  north  by  that  of 
the  Keseopee.  Its  railroad  outlet  is  hy  several  branches  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Kailroad,  leading  from  the  main  line  at  Penn 
Haven,  on  the  Lehigh.  The  country  consists  of  a  high,  rolling 
table-land,  of  a  maximum  elevation  ahove  the  sea  of  a  little  lesa 
than  3,000  feet. 

The  more  southern  of  these  coal-basins  is  that  of  Beaoer 
Meadow,  bounded  by  Spring  Mountain  on  the  south,  and  Buck 
Mountain  on  the  north.  The  greatest  length  of  the  coal-meas- 
ures is  about  seven  miles,  with  an  average  breadth  of  one  mile, 
though  at  Jeansville  it  is  one  and  a  fourth  mile  wide.  The  east 
end  of  the  general  basin  separates  into  two  prongs.  It  contains 
the  old  Beaver  Meadow  mines,  no  longer  worked,  with  those  of 
Treeckow,  Jeansville,  Torktown,  Audenreid,  Honeybrook,  Cole- 
raine,  and  Spring  Mountain.  Beaver  Meadow  basin  is  situ- 
ated at  the  corner  between  the  three  counties  of  Carbon,  Schuyl- 
kill, and  Luzerne,  and  a  small  part  of  it  is  in  each.  The  other 
upper  Lehigh  basins  to  be  described  are  in  Lnaeme  County. 
Eogers  next  describes  a  North  Beaver  Meadow  basin  on  Dreck 
Creek,  lying  on  the  north  slope  of  Buck  Mountain,  which  is 
comparatively  unimportant.  The  third  of  the  Lehigh  coal- 
basins  is  that  of  Mazleton,  in  the  southern  corner  of  Luzerne 
County,  the  most  capacious  and  important  in  the  district.  Its 
western  end  forka  at  Cranberry  into  two  long  branch  basins,  di- 
vided by  a  ridge  of  conglomerate.  The  main  or  large  eoal-scam 
of  the  Hazleton  basin  has  a  length  of  from  five  to  five  and  a  half 
miles,  and  a  maximum  breadth  west  of  Hazleton  of  nearly  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile.  The  lower  seams  are  a  mile  wide,  and  much 
longer  than  the  above.  In  this  basin  are  situated  some  impor- 
tant mines  at  Stockton,  and  those  of  A.  Pardee  &  Co.,  at  Ha- 
zleton.   Hazleton  village  is  one  of  tlie  best-looking  of  these 
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mining-towna.  It  is  situated  directly  on  the  coal-basin,  tlie 
Bhales  of  which  seem  to  afford  a  hetter  soil  than  is  ueual  in  the 
anthracite  regions. 

Rogers  estimated  a  total  area  of  1,700  acres  of  the  great 
Hazleton  bed,  which  yields  of  merchantable  coal  a  thicbneBB 
varying  from  15  to  17  feet,  equivalent  to  a  net  product,  with 
good  mining,  of  20,000  tons  to  tlie  acre,  a  production  which  im- 
plies an  aggregate  of  marketable  coal  in  the  basin  of  3i,0O0,O0O 
tons.  The  great  bed  consists  of  three  main  seams  or  benches  of 
coal,  yielding  five  feet  of  coal  in  the  lowest,  seven  feet  in  the  mid- 
dle and  the  upper  one,  six  or  eight  feet  separated  by  slates  of 
irregular  thickness. 

The  configuration  of  tliis  Hazleton  basin,  or  the  more 
central  part  of  it,  embracing  the  large  coal-bed,  will  be  under- 
stood, says  Prof.  Eogers,  wlien  we  state  that  the  average 
degree  of  dip  northward,  along  the  southern  outcrop,  is  about 
25°,  until  it  approaches  its  east  end,  where  it  is  as  steep  as  45°. 
The  north  outcrop  of  the  same  coal  exhibits  at  the  various  col- 
lieries south  dips  varying  from  20°  to  30°,  except  at  Carter's 
slope,  where  the  outcrop  shows  a  steepness  of  nearly  60°.  On 
the  north  side  of  the  basin  the  dip  appears  to  fiatten  in  descend- 
ing toward  the  centre  or  bottom  of  the  basin,  whereas  the  curve 
steepens  in  the  Stockton  colliery  on  the  south  side.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  the  centre  of  the  basin  is  more  or  less  undulated, 
from  the  absence  of  a  considerable  series  of  coal-seams  which 
should  overlie  the  great  bed,  and  which  are  not  found  here. 
The  basin,  however,  is  remarkably  free  from  faults  or  disturb- 
ances, to  cause  a  waste  of  coal  in  mining,  and  the  reader  will 
observe,  from  the  above  description,  that,  small  as  is  its  area,  it 
must  have  great  depth.  There  is  now  a  slope  on  the  Big  seam 
800  feet  in  perpendicular  depth  below  the  surface.  The  full 
depth  of  the  basin  is  estimated  to  be  1,500  feet.  The  Big  seam 
is  30  feet  thick,  of  wtieh  18  feet  is  prime  coal.  Hazleton  is  a 
very  small  basin,  but  there  is  probably  no  more  valuable  coal- 
field, of  the  same  size  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

The  Buck  Mountain  is  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  Hazle- 
ton basin,  although  the  coal-field  itself  is  far  east  of  the  other 
productive  parts  of  the  basin.  This  is  an  old  and  well-known 
mine.     The  coal-seam  displays  16  feet  of  excellent  coal,  ac- 
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cordiag  to  Daddow,  and  is  not  the  Mammotli,  but  E,  a  lower 

eeam,  and  produces  a  quality  of  coal  well  adapted  for  steam-pur- 
poses. 

Of  the  other  small  coal-basias  of  the  Upper  Lehigh  region, 
situated  north  of  Hazleton  and  on  the  waters  of  Black  Creek, 
but  Httle  was  known  at  the  time  of  our  State  geological  survey, 
but  they  have  since  been  quite  extensively  developed.  First 
north  of  Hazleton  is  the  Bi^  Blaoh  Creeh  basin,  which  Daddow 
reports  as  12  miles  long,  with  an  average  width  of  half  a 
mile,  containing  the  fine  productive  collieries  at  Eckley,  Jeddo, 
Drifton,  Ebervale,  and  Harleigh,  tlie  coal  of  which  goes  to  mar- 
ket by  the  Lehigh  Valley  Eailroad,  through  a  tunnel  in  Council 
Ridge,  which  separates  it  on  the  south  from  the  Hazleton  basin. 
On  the  east  end  of  this  field,  the  Buck  Mountain  Coal  Company- 
have  colheries,  with  planes  over  OtSuncil  Eidge. 

The  LUUe  Black  Creek  basin,  seven  miles  long  by  three- 
eighths  of  a  mile  wide,  contains  the  Milnesville  Coal  Works. 

Black  Creek  empties  into  the  Neseopec  Creek,  which  runs 
iiito  the  North  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  opposite  Berwick, 
and  the  Lower  Black  Creek  basin  lies  west  of  those  last  named. 
It  is  10  miles  long  by  half  a  mile  wide,  and  ia  as  yet  undevel- 
oped by  collieries  sending  coal  to  market.  The  Danville,  Ha- 
zleton &  Wilkesbarre  Railroad  was  completed  througii  this 
basin  in  1872. 

N'orthwest  of  the  Lower  Black  Creek  basin  is  another  small, 
insulated,  undeveloped  eoal-basin,  on  the  summit  of  JlcCauley's 
Mountain,  situated  about  nine  miles  east  of  Catawissa.  Rogers 
reports  it  as  about  two  miles  long  and  a  fourth  or  a  third  of  a 
mile  wide,  with  at  least  two  large  coal-seams.  North  of  Eckley 
and  Jeddo  is  situated  the  Green  Mountain  basin,  to  which  runs 
the  Neseopec  Branch  of  the  Lehigh  &  Susquehanna  Railroad. 
Rogers  reports  it  as  being  composed  of  two  basins,  two 
and  a  half  miles  and  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long  respectively, 
and  a  half  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide.  Daddow  gives 
the  dimensions  as  seven  miles  long  and  three-eighths  wide. 
The  line  of  elevation,  bounding  the  soutli  side  of  this  basin, 
crosses  the  Lehigh  Kiver  in  the  neighborhood  of  "White  Har 
ven,  and  runs  about  west  by  south  to  the  great  bend  of  the 
Little  Mountain,  near  Catawissa.    The  small  coal-field  of  Me- 
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Cauley's  Mountain  is  in  the  same  basin  farther  west.  The  flex- 
ures of  tlie  Lehigh  basins  extend  to  the  lower  roeks,  and  can  be 
Been  along  the  Lehigh  Kiver,  in  traTelling  by  either  of  the  fine 
raikoads  between  Mauch  Chunk  and  White  Haven.  Only 
branches  of  these  railroads  run  to  the  eoal-basins. 

The  following  is  Daddow's  list  of  the  names  by  which  the 
Lehigh  basins  are  known,  their  length,  width,  and  area  in 
square  miles : 

UUea  long-.       Miles  wld«.         Sqnan  Ulles. 

1.  Beaver  Meadow 11  f  SJ 

2.  Hazlelon U  J  10 

8.  Big  Black  Creek 12  J  6 

4.  Little  Black  Creek 7  f  aj 

B.  Lower  Black  Creek 10  i  5 

a.  Green  Mouutain i  f  2J 

7,  MoCauley's  Mountain,  and  others,  8 

Total  area  Lehigh  basins 87 

The  area  of  some  of  the  Lehigh  basins  is  said  to  hare  been 
increased  by  recent  explorations. 

The  total  production  of  Lehigh  coal,  in  the  year  1871,  was 
2,249,356  tons,  and,  since  the  opening  of  the  trade,  42,306,793 
tons.  In  a  recent  publication,  Mr.  Lesley  says  that,  in  the  Le- 
high basins  north  of  Hazleton,  the  Buck  Mountain,  or  lowest 
notable  bed  (B)  of  the  series,  is  the  great  bed  of  the  collieries, 
in  thickness  running  from  20  to  30  feet,  and  in  quality  excel- 
ling all  the  other  anthracites,  Nearly  north  from  this  point,  at 
Plymouth,  in  "Wyoming  Valley,  this  bed  also  attains  the  ex- 
traordinary size  of  24  feet. 

This  is  merely  a  rapid  sketch  of  some  of  the  most  important 
coal-regions  on  this  continent.  It  is  impossible  to  do  justice  to 
them  within  the  limits  assigned  to  this  volume.  The  reader 
must  look  at  the  statistics  showing  their  large  production  of 
coal,  and,  if  he  desires  further  details  in  regard  to  any  of  them, 
he  must  refer  to  Eogers's  final  report,  and  the  other  work  al- 
ready mentioned,  which  is  more  especially  devoted  to  the  an- 
thracite coal-regions. 

The  peculiar  importance  of  this  Lehigh  region,  and  the  east- 
ern extremity  of  the  southern  or  Schuylkill  field  at  Mauch 
Chunk,  consists  in  the  valuable  qualities  of  the  coal  which  they 
produce.     Almost  everywhere  in  America,  the  first  branch  of 
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manufacturing  business  that  is  established,  even  in  the  smallest 
villages,  is  a  foundery  for  the  manufacture  of  articles  made  of 
cast-iron.  For  this  purpose,  pig  or  ordinaiy  cast  iron  must  be 
melted,  and  for  this  work  Lehigh  coal  must  be  used,  if  it  can 
possibly  be  obtained.  In  the  most  remote  parts  of  our  country, 
in  the  States  on  the  Mississippi  Kiver,  on  the  Pacific  coast, 
in  the  interior  of  our  far  Western  Territories,  all  through 
the  South,  as  well  as  in  the  more  populous  regions  and  large 
manufacturing  cities  on  the  Atlantic  slope,  Lehigh  coal  is  one 
of  the  great  necessities  of  manufacturing.  No  coal-dealer,  any- 
where in  the  country,  has  a  stock  of  coal  to  supply  all  his  cos- 
toraers,  if  he  has  no  Lehigh.  Its  special  qualities  consist  in  ita 
large  amount  of  carbon,  its  purity,  and  its  hardness.  By  pass- 
ing a  strong  current  of  air  through  it,  when  ignited,  an  intense 
heat  can  be  procured,  sufficient  to  melt  cast-iron.  The  coal  is 
sufficiently  hard  not  to  fall  in  pieces,  and  thus  stop  the  draught, 
but  retains  its  form  until  it  is  consumed,  owing  to  the  absence 
of  the  water  found  in  other  anthracite  coal,  Lehigh  coal  is  also 
need  very  extensively  for  domestic  purposes  and  for  steam,  but 
it  is  more  difficult  to  kindle,  and  less  easily  managed,  than  the 
softer  anthracites.  "Wliere  the  genuine  Lehigh  coal  cannot  be 
procured  for  foundery  purposes,  the  other  and  softer  varieties  of 
anthracite  are  substituted,  and,  where  they  are  out  of  reach, 
coke  from  bituminous  coal  is  used. 

The  third  or  northern  coal-basin  is  separated  from  the  mid- 
dle field  by  the  great  anticlinal  axis  of  the  Wapwallopen  Hills, 
by  -which  the  rocks  of  four  of  the  great  formations  below  the 
coal  are  brought  to  the  surface.  On  either  of  the  railroads  from 
White  Haven  on  the  Lehigh  River  to  the  summit  of  Wyoming 
Mountain,  a  very  extensive  view  of  this  region  can  be  seen,  par- 
ticularly that  extending  for  many  miles  to  the  west,  all  of  which 
is  destitute  of  coal. 


General  Geological  Structure  of  the  Third  Coal-Fields 

The  general  configuration  of  the  Wyoming  basin  is  a  wide 

and  shallow  trough,  deeper  in  the  middle  than  at  the  sides,  yet 

deepening  so  gradually  toward  the  centre  as  to  be,  if  we  disre- 

'  Condensed  from  a  report,  by  H.  D.  Rogers,  oq  th«  coal-Undg  of  the  DeUwar% 

Laokamtiina  &  Weatern  Bsilrotiil  Gompan;. 
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ard  tlie  Bubordinate  undulations  of  the  strata,  approximately 
flat.  This  prevailing  levelneBS  of  its  bed  or  floor,  notwithstand- 
ing the  considerable  angles  of  dip^  frequently  more  thnn  30°,  is 
at  once  apparent  when  we  compare  the  great  width  of  the  val- 
ley, four  or  five  miles  in  its  middle  district,  with  the  very  moder- 
ate depth  of  1,200  or  1,500  feet,  or  perhaps  1,800  feet. 

Within  the  general  basin  are  a  number  of  nearly  parallel 
lesser  troughs  or  basins,  with  intervening  saddles  or  anticlinal 
waves  in  the  coal-strata.  The  same  eoal-seams  and  other  strata 
are  repeated  from  one  wave  to  another,  so  as  to  maintain,  de- 
spite the  local  steepness  of  dip,  this  average  uniformity  in  the 
depth  of  the  coal-field  at  any  given  cross-section. 

The  whole  coal-valley  may  be  lihened  to  a  flat-bottomed 
boat,  tapering,  gradually  from  the  middle  toward  each  extremity, 
and  as  gradually  shoaling  up  in  those  directions  ;  but  the  boat  is 
not  a  straight  one,  as  it  cur\'es  constantly,  crescent-like,  toward 
one  side ;  and  the  resemblance  is  further  deficient  in  the  bottom 
not  being  smooth,  but  ridged  with  the  waves  above  spoken  of. 
This  shoaling  or  thinning,  by  superficial  removal  of  the  coal- 
measures  toward  either  end  of  the  trough,  though  locally  modi- 
fied by  the  undulations,  is  not  a  uniformly  progressive  feature, 
but  advances  more  suddenly  and  then  more  slowly  along  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  valley.  Thus  it  seems  to  proceed  rather 
rapidly  fix>nj  "Wilkesbarre,  northeastward,  past  Pittston ;  and  to 
be  almost  arrested  thence  along  the  Lackawanna  Valley  from 
near  the  mouth  of  Spring  Brook,  until  we  pass  beyond  Scran- 
ton  ;  while  a  more  rapid  lifting  out  of  the  strata  seems  again 
to  commence  near  Leggett's  Gap,  and  to  continue  steadily  to 
the  termination  of  the  basin  at  Carbondale. 

Omieral  Features  of  the  Undulations  of  tlis  Third  Badn. 

The  anticlinal  and  synclinal  waves  or  saddles  and  troughs 
of  the  strata  have  a  remarkable  parallelism  throughout  the  en- 
tire range  of  the  b^in,  irrespective  of  the  bending  course  of  the 
main  valley  and  its  including  mountains.  Those  of  the  Lacka- 
wanna Talley  range  about  north,  67°  east,  and  are  parallel  to 
each  other  ;  those  in  the  vicinity  of  "Wilkesbarre  difier  from  the 
former  about  6°,  ranging  about  north,  TS"  or  73°  east.  It  is 
only  in  the  lower  or  west  end  of  the  vaUey  that  these  rolls  of 


Hosted  by 


Google 


46  AKTHRACITE   COAL-FIELDS  OP  PENNSTLVANIA. 

the  strata  are  parallel,  or  even  nearly  bo,  with  the  main  course 
of  the  valley,  approaching  to  a  coincidence  in  direction  with 
the  mountain  forming  the  southern  side  of  tlie  basin.  As  we 
proceed  thence  northward,  the  obliquity  of  the  undulations 
to  the -line  of  the  basin  and  itB  barriers  grows  conspicuously 
greater. 

There  is  a  curious  declining  gradation,  observable  in  the 
sharpness  of  the  successive  undulations,  as  we  proceed  from  the 
southwest  to  the  northeast  along  the  basin.  !Not  only  does  each 
anticlinal  of  the  southeastern  side  of  the  valley  grow  gentler  or 
flatter  in  its  dips  as  you  follow  it  eastward,  but  the  saccesalve 
ones  arc  fainter  and  fainter  as  you  cross  them  obliquely  in  going 
toward  the  northeast.  Those,  of  all  the  lower  or  western  end 
of  the  valley,  from  Beech  Grove  to  Nanticoke,  show  inclinations 
as  high  as  45° ;  those  between  Nanticoke  and  Wilkesbarre  show 
dips  exceeding  30°;  while,  following  the  Lackawanna  division 
of  the  basin,  we  have  no  longer  any  thing  approaching  this  last 
steepness  of  flexure,  except  just  near  the  ends  of  the  saddles ; 
but  rather  a  low,  broad  waving  of  the  rocks,  growing  feebler 
and  feebler  as  we  advance,  until,  passing  Scranton  into  the  dis- 
trict between  it  and  Archibald,  regular  undulations  become  al- 
most imperceptible,  and  are  lost  in  the  very  gradual  dips  into 
the  middle  of  the  general  trough,  from  the  two  borders  of  the 
valley.  Accompanying  this  progressive  smoothing  out  of  the 
waves  or  corrugations  of  the  strata  from  the  southwestward 
toward  the  northeastern  end  of  the  whole  basin,  there  is  a  like 
gradual  transition  or  declension  in  the  topographical  features — 
from  sharp  and  narrow-crested  ridges  and  deep  hollows  to 
rounder  and  gentler  spurs  and  valleys  ;  and,  along  the  Lacka- 
wanna, to  wide  -  topped  summits,  bluffs,  and  open,  denuded 
plains. 

The  main  feature  in  the  individual  waves  is  the  steepening 
of  the  dips  on  both  sides  of  the  anticlinals  as  we  advance  from 
the  mountain-sides,  where  they  originate  out  into  the  central 
tracts  of  the  valley  to  near  their  terminations,  which  are  there- 
fore comparatively  abrupt.  Thus,  between  "Wilkesbarre  and  the 
Lackawanna,  the  anticlinals,  as  traced  from  the  eastward,  will 
be  seen  to  grow  steadily  sharper  and  sharper  in  their  dips  until 
they  approach  the  Susquehanna,  in  the  neighborhood  of  which 


Hosted  by 


Google 


THffiD  COAL-FIELD.  47 

they  nearly  all  subside  by  rounding  rapidly  off.  The  river  ,it- 
Belf  seems  to  have  teen  unable  to  pass  the  successive  barriers 
pi-esented  by  the  ridges  in  the  strata,  and  to  have  been  thus 
tbrced  toward  the  outlet  of  the  drainage  of  the  valley,  the  wide 
notch  in  the  northern  mountain-barrier  at  INanticote. 

Besides  the  long,  parallel,  tapering  anticlinal  waves  coming 
very  acutely  off  from  the  mountain-borders  of  the  basin,  there 
are  numerous  shorter  and  narrower  ones,  having  the  form  of 
oval  heels  or  saddles,  which  do  not  run  into  the  mountains,  but 
lie  more  or  less  insulated  between  these.  From  Scranton  to 
Carbondale  these  become  the  prevaihng  type.  In  the  upper- 
most parts  of  the  Lackawanna  basin  the  flexures  of  the  strata 
are  less  continuous  wares  or  ridges,  than  a  succession  of  these 
elongated  elliptical  swells,  some  of  them  bulging  into  consider- 
able steepness,  but  the  chief  part  of  them  low  and  gentle  waves. 

There  are  also  small,  irregular,  subordinate  rolls,  or  short 
and  narrow  but  not  always  ilattish  wavings  of  the  strata  on  the 
flanks  of  the  principal  anticlinals.  In  the  Wyoming  and  Lack- 
awanna coal-flelds,  and  other  regions  of  oblique  anticlinals,  they 
are  themselves  oblique  to  the  axes  of  the  great  waves  which 
sustain  them.  These  secondary  rolls  are  numerous  near  Wilkes- 
barre.  In  some  of  the  other  anthracite  regions,  however,  these 
secondary  flexures,  whether  on  the  baclis  or  sides  of  the  main 
saddles,  or  in  the  trouglis  between  them,  are  parallel  with  the 
principal  undulations  which  support  them. 

The  undulations  in  the  Wyoming  and  Lackawanna  coal- 
field exliibit  the  same  feature,  of  a  greater  steepness  of  dip  on 
the  northwest  sides,  which  characterizes  the  chief  part  of  the 
secondary  flexures  of  the  Pottsviile  basin.  But,  inasmuch  as 
all  the  inclinations  of  the  rocks  in  this  northern  district  are  fiir 
gentler  than  those  of  that  southern  basin,  in  the  same  propor- 
tion is  the  inequality  less  in  the  slopes  of  the  opposite  sides  of 
the  anticlinals.  It  is  much  more  conspicuous  in  the  southern 
or  western  end  of  the  Wyoming  Valley  than  in  the  Lackawanna 
Talley,  where  all  the  flexures  are  flatter. 

Such  is  the  structure  of  this  curiously-fashioned,  beautiful 
coal-fleld  of  the  Wyoming  and  Lackawanna  Yalley.  Some  ac- 
count of  the  coal-seams,  as  they  are  displayed  in  its  various 
parts,  is  now  necessary. 
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A  etratigraphical  examination  of  the  anthracite  measures  of 
Pennsylvania  calls  for  their  division  into  two  groups  :  a  lower 
series,  distinguished  by  the  white  or  very  pale  color  of  the  ashes 
of  nearly  all  the  coal-seams ;  and  an  upper  series,  including 
coals  as  remarkable  for  yielding  only  pinkish  or  red  ashes.  Be- 
tween these  groups  there  usually  exists,  especially  in  the  south- 
em  or  Pottsvillo  basin,  a  small  transition  group  of  two  or  three 
beds  of  gray  ash  or  pinltish-gray  ash  coals.  The  general  resem- 
blance between  the  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal-measures  in 
the  upper,  lower,  and  intermediate  comparatively  barren  meas- 
ures is  evident,  as  well  as  in  the  position  of  the  larger  coal-seama 
'B  and  E.  The  lower  strata,  both  in  the  anthracite  and  bitu- 
minous coal-fields,  abound  in  fossils  of  the  larger  species  of 
plants,  especially  in  Xepidodendra,  or  those  trees  having  a  scaly 
appearance  of  the  stems,  produced  by  the  separation  of  the  leaf- 
stalks ;  while  the  upper  seams  are  characterized  by  the  smaller 
herbaceous  species,  most  generally  the  herbaceous  ferns.  These 
scale-plants  have  their  greatest  development  at  the  formation 
of  seam  B,  after  which  they  gradually  diminish,  and  are  scarcely 
ever  found  above  coal  E,  or  the  top  of  the  lower  coal-meas 

Prof.  Rogers,  in  his  final  report,  expressed  the  opinion  that 
no  correlation  between  the  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal- 
seams  can  be  established ;  but  later  geological  writers  and  min- 
ing engineers  have  uo  doubt  about  their  identity. 

As  to  the  nmnber  and  size  of  the  coal-seams  in  various  lo- 
calities, a  general  account  only  will  be  here  given,  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  reader  of  their  great  abundance  and  the  productive- 
ness of  all  these  regions.  The  lower  coal-group  contains,  where 
it  is  fullest  and  best  exposed,  some  ten  independent  coals ;  but 
there  are  not  usually  more  than  five  of  these  of  such  dimensions 
and  purity  as  to  fit  them  for  profitable  mining.  They  are  all 
liable  to  great  fluctuations,  both  in  size  and  purity.  As  to  the 
size  of  the  coal-seams,  it  should  be  understood  that,  while  the 
great  seams,  from  18  to  24  feet  thick,  may  excite  the  admira- 
tion of  the  reader,  yet  any  anthracite  coal-operator  would  prefer 
.tbreeorfom'separateseams,  of  six  to  nine  feet  each,  to  one  of  the 
larger  dimensions,  aa  seams  of  this  moderate  size  can  be  wrought 
to  better  advantage,  and  a  larger  proportion  of  the  coal  can  be 
mmed. 
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OoalrSeains  of  the  Seranton  CoalrFleld. 

Taking  the  vicinity  of  Seranton  aa  an  illustrative  example 
of  the  number  and  size  of  the  coal-seams  of  the  third  coal-field, 
and  commencing  at  the  lower  layer  of  coal  in  the  series,  we  first 
meet  with  coal  A,  in  two  hands,  as  it  always  is  in  both  the  an- 
thracite and  bituminous  fields.  Here  the  lower  is  two  feet  and 
the  other  one  foot  thick,  divided  by  a  bed  of  shale  four  feet  thick, 
and  the  seam  is  seldom  fit  for  mining.  Coal  B  is  35  feet  higher, 
and  is  four  feet  of  quite  pure  coal,  but  is  not  mined.  Next  in 
the  series,  and  31  feet  higher,  is  coal  0,  called  at  Seranton  the 
lower  six-feet  bed.  This  coal  never  rises  to  the  surface,  even  on 
the  highest  anticlinal  ridges,  and  six  feet  above  it  there  is  some- 
times a  two-feet  seam.  Coal  D  is  81  feet  higher,  locally  called 
the  eight-feet  bed,  and  is  fully  of  that  thickness.  It  is  overlaid  by 
a  rider  scam,  often  four  feet  thick,  separated  by  a  shale  varying 
from  one  to  four  feet.  This  seam  D.  is  very  valuable  and  under- 
lies the  whole  field  of  the  Seranton  property.  Above  the  last- 
named  bed,  at  an  interval  of  about  11  feet,  there  lies  a  smaller 
seam  of  two  feet  in  thickness ;  this  is  improperly  called  E. 
Separated  from  the  last  by  from  7  to  12  feet  of  shale  and  sand- 
stone, we  next  meet  the  Big  seam  of  Seranton,  or  the  li-feet 
coal,  called  locally  F,  but  which  is  properly  E.  At  the  base  of 
the  hill,  near  the  Lackawanna,  its  thickness  is  almost  15  feet. 
North  of  Seranton  it  is  li  feet,  and  yields  good  coal,  some 
benches  of  which  are  of  superior  quality.  At  Leggett's-  Gap  it 
is  mined  12  feet  in  thickness,  and  it  spreads  widely  underneath 
a  large  portion  of  the  Seranton  section  of  the  basin,  being  lifted 
and  depressed  in  the  undulations  which  traverse  the  coal-field. 
Between  55  and  60  feet  above  the  preceding  hes  the  coal  G, 
often  called  at  Seranton  the  upper  six-feet  bed.  It  is  very  ac- 
cessible, but  other  and  larger  beds  are  wrought  in  preference. 
Coal  H  is  the  10-feet  seam  so  called,  and  its  prevalent  thickness, 
wherever  it  has  been  mined  or  even  proved  in  the  Seranton 
coal-field,  justifies  the  title.  It  is  situated  about  75  feet  higher 
than  the  bed  G,  above  described.  This  seam  contains  more  than 
the  ordinary  proportion  of  good  fuel,  and  the  miners  extract 
usually  nine  feet  of  it  for  the  market.  Coals  I  and  K  are  8oni&- 
times  called  at  Seranton  the  upper  seven-feet  and  five-feet  seama, 
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and  present  the  unusual  facilities  for  mining  above  water-level, 
■which  Belong  to  the  valuable  10-feet  bed  below  them,  from 
Tt'bich  they  are  separated  by  about  85  or  90  feet  of  strata.  These 
two  seams  are  20  feet  apart.  Above  the  coal  K  there  is  gen- 
erally, at  a  somewhat  variable  distance,  averaging  12  feet,  a 
thinner  bed  called  L,  the  size  of  which  fluctuates  from  two  to  three 
and  a  half  feet.  Coal  M.  is  the  highest  coal-bed  in  the  Scranton 
series,  which  measures  some  eight  feet  in  thickness ;  and  its  ex- 
tent is  not  considerable,  as  only  the  higher  parts  and  most  syn- 
clinal or  trough-like-dipping  summits  of  the  table-land  can  eon- 
tain  it. 

In  reviewing  the  foregoing  description,  we  cannot  but  see, 
in  a  clear  light,  the  remarkable  productiveness  of  this  portion 
of  the  lower  coal-measures.  The  whole  of  this  great  store  of 
admirable  fuel  is  found,  too,  within  about  400  feet  of  the  sur- 
face. In  fact,  throughout  the  whole  of  all  the  anthracite  coal- 
regions,  the  accessibiUty  of  the  coal,  even 'taking  the  greatest 
depth  of  the  deepest  basins  at  their  supposed  maxima,  is  one 
of  the  most  important  advantages.  Taking  the  four  middle 
beds  at  Scranton,  D,  F,  G,  and  H,  which  lie  within  a  thickness 
of  strata  of  200  feet,  and  spread  beneath  every  acre  of  the 
coal-field,  we  find  their  least  total  thickness  is  36  feet,  their 
yield  in  thickness  of  good  coal  is  upward  of  25  feet,  and  their 
productiveness  per  acre  42,000  tons.  Taking  only  the  larger 
workable  beds,  and  allowing  for  the  wastefulness  always  prac- 
tised amid  such  abundance,  Prof.  Rogers,  in  his  report  on  the 
Scranton  district,  sums  up  Ids  account  with  the  following  state- 
ment : 
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The  foregoing  details  have  been  given  in  regard  to  the 
Scranton  district,  as  it  is  one  of  the  best-known  and  most  pro- 
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dUctive  coal-regions.  There  are  other  locahtiea,  such  as  Ma- 
hanoy,  Shamotin,  and  Wilkesbarre,  where  there  might  be  a 
more  remarhable  display  made  of  coal-seams,  in  larger  number 
or  of  more  extraordinary  size. 

The  A  seam  is  in  the  conglomerate,  and  is  not  well  defined. 
The  largest  development  of  B,  or  the  Buck-Mountain  seam,  in 
the  Wyoming  Valley,  is  in  Plymouth,  on  the  north  eide  of  the 
SuBquehanna,  from  Nanticoke  for  four  miles  northward,  at  the 
Harrey,  Thomas,  and  Smith  mines.  Here  it  works  of  a  thick- 
ness of  20  to  24  feet  of  good  coal.  This  is  along  the  west  rim 
of  the  basin.  At  a  distance  of  eight  miles  above  Nanticoke,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river,  its  thickness  is  reduced  to  six  feet, 
and  thence  to  the  head  of  the  valley  it  is  hardly  of  workable 
size.  Crossing  the  river  at  Nanticoke  to  the  south  aide,  this 
seam  B  at  Lee's  mines  is  twelve  feet,  and  it  holds  that  size  up 
to  "Warrior  Kun,  thence  it  is  6  to  13  feet  to  Laurel  Eun,  above 
"Wilkesbarre.  Between  Pittston  and  Scranton,  at  Spring  Brook, 
it  is  reduced  to  two  feet,  and  at  Scranton  and  Dunmore  it  is 
from  two  to  three  feet,  sometimes  four. 

At  Wilkesbarre  an  anticlinal  brings  the  Mammoth  seam  up 
to  the  surface,  where  it  was  for  a  long  time  mined  in  Open 
workings  at  the  Baltimore  Company's  old  mines,  where  great 
arches,  24:  feet  in  height,  were  cut  out  of  the  cliff  in  the  open 
daylight,  at  the  very  summit  of  the  anticlinal  wave.  .  Rogers's 
report  contains  beautiful  engravings  of  this  mine.  !Nearer  the 
river,  the  Lehigh  Valley  Eailroad  Company  have  lately  sunk  a 
shaft  to  the  same  Mammoth  seam  to  a  depth  of.  535  feet,  which 
is  just  the  level  of  the  sea.  This  is  an  unusually  deep  shaft  for 
this  region.  Another  was  at  one  time  sunk  farther  south  in 
Wyoming  Valley  850  feet,  or  325  feet  below  the  level  of  tide- 
water, without  reaching  to  the  large  coal-bed.  No  coal  has 
been  mined  there,  as  a  supply  can  be  had  at  more  convenient 
depth  in  other  localities.  At  Wilkesbarre  the  Mammoth  seam 
is  known  as  the  Baltimore  vein,  from  the  name  of  a  coal  com- 
pany who  formally  worked  it  there  extensively.  It  is  here  24 
feet  thick,  and  extends  for  a  mile  and  a  half,  when  it  becomes 
split.  At  Solomon's  Gap,  south  of  Wilkesbarre,  it  is  16  feet  in 
thickness,  and  at  Pittston  and  Scranton  14  feet.  On  the  north 
or  west  side  of  the  valley  it  is  divided  into  two  sewns,  known 
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as  the  Bennett  and  Cooper,  each  being  six  or  eight  feet  thick.  At 
Willcesbarre  there  are  five  workable  seams  above  the  Baltimore 
vein.  Of  these,  the  third,  in  ascending  order,  called  the  Eilman, 
is  extensively  worked,  and  is  six  to  nine  feet  thick.  What  is 
kno'ini  as  the  Pittston-checker  vein  is  above  the  Hilman.  This 
and  the  14-feet  seam  are  both  worked  about  Pittston. 

There  is  a  great  variety  of  opinion  among  the  miners  and 
coal -operators  as  to  the  identity  of  these  different  coal-seams  ; 
and  the  great  changes  they  undergo,  as  before  described,  afford 
abundant  room  for  errors  and  conjectures.  With  the  progress 
in  mining,  more  accurate  conclusions  will  be  attained. 

The  total  production  of  the  Wyoming  and  Lackawanna  Val- 
leys, or  the  third  coal-field,  in  the  year  1871,  was  6,481,171 
tons,  carried  by  nine  railroads  and  one  canal ;  or  43  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  production,  which,  by  Mr.  Bannan's  statistics, 
was  14,965,501  tons  of  anthracite.  Since  the  opening  of  the 
trade,  this  region  has  produced  78,308,841,  and  all  the  regions 
219,981,040  tons. 

THE  PEOPEIETOES. 

A  very  natural  inquiry  now  arises  as  to  who  are  the  owners 
of  all  these  472  square  miles,  or  302,080  acres  of  anthracite  coal. 
The  design  of  this  book  is  to  record  what  is  of  permanent  inter- 
est and  importance.  In  this  country,  property  changes  owners 
very  rapidly,  as  we  have  no  laws  of  primogeniture,  and  no  en- 
tailed estates,  A  list  of  coal-operators  for  this  year  would  not 
answer  for  next.  But  another  system  prevails,  by  which  large 
estates  are  accumulated,  and  remain  permanently  under  a  single 
management.  There  are  incorporated  companies,  established 
imder  the  laws  of  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  building  canals 
and  railroads,  or  for  buying  and  owning  coal-lands,  mining  the 
coal,  carrying  it  to  market,  and  selling  the  same ;  and  in  some 
cases  they  are  authorized  to  buy  and  deal  in  coal,  or,  as  is  now 
quite  usual,  one  corporation  will  be  authorized  to  do  all  of  these 
things,  or  any  of  them.  After  accumulating  sufficient  capital, 
these  companies  invest  their  surplus  money  in  buying  the  stock 
of  other  coal  companies  or  other  railroad  companies  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, New  Jersey,  or  New  York,  and  extend  their  operations 
to  distant  cities  and  States,  chiefly  with  a  view  to  securing,  ez- 
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tending,  and  increasing  the  market  for  their  coal.  The  mag- 
nitude to  whicli  these  companies  have  grown  would  have  been 
altogether  incredible  in  the  days  of  small  things  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  coal-trade. 

To  give  an  inventory  of  the  great  possessions  of  these  gi- 
gantic miaing  companies  would  be  useless,  as  a  company  own- 
ing twenty  coal-breakers  when  this  is  written  may,  before  it 
reaches  the  reader,  own  fifty,  so  rapid  is  the  absorption  of  the 
property  of  individuals  going  on.  For  example,  in  the  year 
1S11  a  company  called  the  Philadelphia  &  Beading  Coal  Com- 
pany, which  is  generally  understood  to  be  identified  with  the 
Philadelphia  &  lieading  Railroad  Company,  commenced  the 
purchase  of  collieries  and  coal-lands  in  the  first  or  Schuylkill 
coal-field,  and  has  already  become  the  owner  of  nearly  all  of 
that  region  and  the  Mabanoy,  with  large  possessions  in  the 
Shamokin,  The  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company  has  found 
it  necessary  to  abandon  its  original  policy  of  being  exelneively 
a  carrier  of  coal,  and  has  purchased  large  quantities  of  eoal-land 
in  the  Wyoming  and  other  regions.  The  ^Northern  Central 
Railroad  Company  has  also  secured  very  extensive  coal-lands 
in  Shamokin,  in  the  form  of  stock  in  a  company  called  the  Mia- 
eral  Railroad  &  Mining  Company.  Others  of  the  important 
railroad  companies,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  Company,  are 
also  protecting  themselves  against  a  loss  of  tonnage  by  buying 
or  obtaining  the  control  of  large  tracts  of  anthracite  coal-lands. 

Among  the  largest  of  these  coal-mining  companies  are  the 
Delaware  &  Hudson  Canal  Company,  the  Delaware,  Lackawan- 
na &  "Western  Railroad  Company,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Company.  The  former  was  the  pioneer  in  the  coal-business, 
and  commenced  in  1829,  in  the  northeastern  extremity  of  the 
Lackawanna  coal-field,  at  Carbondale.  But  they  have  passed 
fer  beyond  that  limited  sphere,  and  now  own  very  important 
tracts  of  land  and  collieries  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the  third  coal- 
basin,  besides  railroads  leading  from  Carbondale  to  Canada, 

The  Delaware,  I^ekawanna  &  Western  Railroad  Company 
was  originally  located  at  Scranton,  where  a  great  city  has  grown 
up  since  1854,  when  the  first  railroad  was  completed  and  the 
first  coal  sent  to  market.  This  company  owns  very  extensive 
bodiefl  of  anthracite  lands  in  both  the  Lackawanna  and  Wyo- 
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ming  Valleys,  and  they  Lave  railroads  measuring  much  more 
than  a  thousand  miles  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  New- 
York. 

The  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company  confine  their  operations 
more  particularly  to  the  mining  and  selling  of  coal,  their  prin- 
cipal collieries  being  in  the  vicinity  of  Pittston.  There  are 
also  quite  a  number  of  other  large  corporations  owning  smaller 
quantities  of  coal-land,  among  which  are  the  Pittston  &  Elmira 
Coal  Company,  whose  property  is  near  Pittston,  tlie  "Wilkes- 
baiTB  &  Seneca  Lake  Coal  Company,  and  the  Wilkesbarre  Coal 
&  Iron  Company.  There  are  also  some  large  individual  owners 
and  operators,  g^rtieularly  in  the  Lehigh  basins.' 

Th^  External  Aftpea/ranoe  of  the  Anthracite  Hegions. 

As  some  readers  may  never  see  the  anthracite  regions  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  most  extraordinary  and  interesting  in  the 
world,  some  further  description  of  their  external  appearance  is 
desirable.  TJie  third  coal-jield  is  sometimes  improperly  called 
the  Lackawanna,  and  sometimes  the  "Wyoming,  The  former 
name  properly  applies,  as  already  stated,  to  the  upper  or  north- 
eastern half,  and  the  latter  to  the  lower  or  southwestern  half 
of  the  field.  In  the  central  and  southern  part  of  it  we  find  the 
femous  and  really  beautiful  and  .fertile  valley  of  Wyoming, 
which  forms  a  remarkable  contrast  to  the  wild  and  barren  ap- 
pearance of  all  the  other  anthracite  coal-regions.  From  Pitts- 
ton south  it  is  almost  twenty  miles  long,  and  from  four  to  five 
miles  wide,  and  was  described  as  follows,  by  Prof.  Benjamin 
Silliman,  in  1830,  when  it  was  more  beautiful  than  at  present. 
Large  tracts  of  the  coal-lands  are  now  owned  by  coal  companies, 
by  whom  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  is  neglected,  so  that  now 

'  There  la  an  uinual  pamplitet  published  b;  Bann&D  and  Ramse;,  editora  of  the 
FoUtville  Minen'  Journal,  called  tbe  "  Coal  Statistical  Kegieter,"  at  a  cost  of  about 
thirty,  cents  per  copy,  wBlch  givea  the  Btatistios  of  the  anthracite  coal-trade  from 
the  beginulDg,  nith  lists  of  all  tbe  ooUiecies  aad  ooal-operators  iu  all  of  the  regions, 
with  manj  valuable  statistics  of  the  bituminous  coal-trade,  ani!  other  interesting  in- 
formation on  the  flubject  of  coal.  Mr.  Benjamin  Banoan  haa  been  the  editor  of  the 
Bioellent  newspaper  mentioned,  for  more  than  forty  years,  and  to  him  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  collection  and  preaercatioQ  of  accurate  atutistJca  of  the  anthradte 
coal-trade  from  its  ori^n.  Readers  desiring  details  of  this  charaotei  can  procure 
them  by  sending  for  the  "  Register  "  for  the  last  year. 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  WYOMING  TALLEY,  gS 

the  visitor  may  perhaps  consider  the  following  as  too  flattering 
a  description :  "  Mining  districts  are  rarely  rich  in  soil,  the 
sterility  of  the  snrfece  being  compensated  by  the  mineral  treas- 
ures below.  Seldom  are  both  advantages  combined ;  we  see  it 
occasionally  in  some  of  the  coal  districts  of  Britain,  and  in  this 
respect  the  valley  of  "Wyoming  is  particularly  happy.  It  is  rich 
in  soil  and  in  the  best  agricultural  advantages.  Its  extensive 
meadows  are  imrivalled  in  fertility  and  beauty,  and  its  undu- 
lating surface,  between  the  meadows  and  the  mountains,  is  a 
fine  region  for  grass  and  wheat.  ■  In  a  Word,  splendid  and  beau- 
tiful in  the  scenery  of  its  mountains,  rivers,  fields,  and  mead^ 
OWE ;  rich  in  the  most  productive  agi'iculture,  possessed  by  the 
still  surviving  veterans  and  by  the  descendants  of  a  high-minded 
race  of  men ;  foil  of  the  most  interesting  historical  associations, 
and  of  scenes  of  warfare  where  the  precious  blood  of  fathers, 
husbands,  and  sons,  so  often  moistened  their  own  fields — the 
valley  of  Wyoming  will  always  remain  one  of  the  most  attrac- 
tive regions  to  every  intelligent  and  patriotic  American. 

"  Its  form  is  that  of  a  very  long  oval  or  ellipse.  It  is  bounded 
by  grand  mountain-harrierB,  and  watered  by  a  noble  river  and 
its  tributaries.  The  first  glance  of  a  stranger,  entering  at  either 
end,  or  crossing  the  mountain-ridges  which  divide  it,  like  the 
Happy  Valley  of  Abyssinia,  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  fills  him 
with  the  peculiar  pleasure  produced  by  a  fine  landscape  com- 
bining richness,  beauty,  variety,  and  grandeur.  From  Pros- 
pect Hill,  on  the  rocky  summit  of  the  eastern  barrier,  and  from 
Eosa  Hill,  on  the  west,  the  valley  of  Wyoming  is  seen  in  one 
view  as  a  charming  whole,  and  its  lofty  and  well-defined  boun- 
daries exclude  more  distant  objects  from  mingling  in  the  pros- 
pect. Few  landscapes  can  vie  with  the  valley  of  Wyoming. 
Excepting  some  rocky  precipices  and  cliff's,  the  mountains  are 
wooded  from  the  summit  to  their  base  ;  natural  sections  fur- 
nish avenues  for  roads,  and  the  rapid  Susquehanna  rolls  its 
powerful  current  through  a  mountain-gap  on  the  northwest, 
and  immediately  receives  the  Lackawanna,  which  flows  down 
the  narrower  valley  of  the  same  name. 

*'  A  similar  pass  between  the  mountains  on  the  south  gives 
the  Susquehanna  an  exit,  and  at  both  places  a  slight  obliquity 
in  the  position  of  the  observer  presents  to  the  eye  a  seeming 
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lake  in  the  ■windings  of  the  river,  and  a  barrier  of  mountaina 
apparently  impassable 

"  From  the  foot  of  the  6teep  mountain-ridges,  particularly  on 
the  eastern  side,  the  valley  slopes  away  with  broad  sweeping 
imdulationa  in  the  eurface,  forming  numerous  swelling  hills  of 
arable  and  grazing  land  ;  and,  as  we  recede  from  the  hills,  the 
ftne  flats  and  meadows,  covered  with  the  richest  grass  and 
wheat,  complete  the  picture  by  features  of  the  gentlest  and 
most  luxuriant  beauty." 

S.  A.  Paclier,  in  hie  report  to  the  Legislature,  describes  the 
"Wyoming  and  Lackawanna  Valleys  as  follows :  "  While  the 
first  and  second  coal-fields  present  a  thin,  barren,  sterile  soil, 
email  portions  of  it  only  being  susceptible  of  cultivation,  the 
third  field  presents  a  rich,  deep  loam,  embracing  the  beautiful 
and  fertile  valley  of  Wyoming,  one  of  the  most  productive  and 
excellent  agricultural  districts  in  Pennsylvania.  Alike  rich  in  ' 
its  agricultural  productions  as  abundant  in  its  mineral  treas- 
ures, the  same  acre  of  land  may  furnish  employment  for  both 
the  agriculturist  and  the  miner.  While  the  farmer  is  occupied 
upon  the  surface,  at  the  handles  of  the  plough,  in  preparing  the 
rich  soil  for  its  seed,  or  the  field  waving  with  rich  luxuriance 
bends  before  the  sickle,  the  miner,  like  the  antipodes  of  another 
region,  may  be  actively  engaged  in  the  interior  beneath  his 
feet,  in  mining  and  bringing  forth  the  long-bidden  treasures  of 
the  earth.  The  different  branches  of  industry,  therefore,  may 
here  not  only  be  placed  side  by  side,  but  literally  one  on  top  of 
the  other.  It  has, the  appearance  it  would  present  if  the  con- 
tents of  some  vast  lake  above  had  been  emptied  into  the 
Wyoming  Valley,  thus  covering  the  coal  formations  with  its 
present  rich  allurial  deposit.  The  alluvial  soil  is  found  to  ex- 
tend some  distance  up  the  valley  of  the  Lackawanna.  The  soil 
toward  the  lower  end  of  Wyoming  Valley,  as  at  Shawnee 
riats,  is  finer  or  of  a  more  loamy  and  sandy  nature,  while  farther 
up,  as  between  Kingston  and  Pittston,  where  the  less  buoyant 
particles  of  the  sediment  may  be  supposed  to  have  first  settled, 
the  deposit  is  more  gravelly  and  stony.  Advancing  up  the  Lack- 
awanna, the  soil  gradually  becomes  thinner  until  we  reach  Car- 
bondale,  where  there  is  not  the  slightest  appearance  of  alluvial 
800,  and  where  the  natural  £&ce  of  the  country  assumes  a  char- 
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acter  similar  in  all  respects  to  that  of  the  first  and  second  coal- 
fields." 

Tbe  Susquehanna  Kiver  has  its  source  in  the  interior  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  more  than  200  miles  above  Pittston. 
A  valley  has  been  formed  for  its  passage,  hy  the  action  of 
■water,  and  gradually  deepening  as  it  passes  south.  Wyoming 
Valley  is  indebted  for  its  fertile  soil  to  the  material  borrowed 
from  the  Chemung  group  north  of  it,  and  which  was  swept  into 
its  deep  sandstone  basin,  levelling  up  its  anticlinal  ridges  in 
the  river-flate  during  the  drift  period  or  by  the  flood  of  water, 
not  of  the  present  river,  but  of  the  running  off  of  the  ocean 
as  the  continent  was  elevated,  or  as  the  water  subsided 
in  some  change  in  its  level.  The  argillaceous  shales  of  this 
Chemung  group  farther  north  are  1,200  to  1,400  feet  thick, 
and  form  the  best  agricultural  lands  in  Bradford  County  and 
all  Southern  New  York,  But  for  this  water  transportation  of 
soil  which  fertilized  the  valley,  it  would  have  been  as  barren 
and  dreary  a  wild,  and  as  unfit  for  any  of  the  purposes  of  man, 
as  the  Lehigh  Mountains  at  Eckly  and  Jeddo. 

The  Lackawanna  Talley,  as  .before  stated,  is  very  much  in- 
ferior to  the  "Wyoming  in  point  of  beauty,  and  the  soil  is  com- 
paratively sterile.  It  has  an  undulating  surface,  forming  small- 
er valleys  ^ithin  the  greater  outside  boundaries.  These  for  the 
most  part,  especially  from  Oliphant  to  Carbondale,  are  barren 
liills  and  ridges  covered  with  bushes,  very  little  better  for 
agricultural  purposes  than  the  Lehigh  and  Mahanoy  country. 
But  such  has  been  the  great  and  rapid  development  of  its  min- 
eral wealth  in  the  mining  of  coal  and  the  manufacture  of  iron, 
that  the  busy  city  of  Scranton  has  sprung  up  within  a  few  years, 
besides  a  number  of  smaller  places,  and  the  whole  valley  from 
Pittston  up  to  Carbondale  presents  a  most  cheering  scene  of 
activity  and  incessant  industry,  above  and  below  the  ground, 
by  day  and  by  night.  If  the  Lackawanna  has  not  beauty  and 
romance,  it  has,  in  common  with  the  Wyoming  Valley,  what  is 
far  better^  the  substantial  realities  of  life.  Some  one  has  said 
that  the  saddest  sight  in  the  world  is  a  poor  man  begging  in 
vain  for  work.  On  the  other  hand,  happy  is  the  country  whose 
industrial  interests  are  prosperous,  and  which  always  offers 
good  wages  and  plenty  of  employment.     The  many  noble 
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mines,  railroads,  blast-famaces,  rollijig-mills,  and  the  numerous 
branches  of  business  they  here  bring  with  them,  show  what 
can  be  done  in  developing  the  resources  of  a  country  by  the  cap- 
ital, enterprise,  and  perseverance  of  associations  of  individuals. 
Passing  out  of  the  Wyoming  Valley  toward  the  second  and 
first  coal-fields  by  either  the  Lehigh  Valley  or  the  Lehigh  and 
Susquehanna  Railroad,  getting  a  fine  view  of  the  valley  as  we 
cross  the  mountain,  we  find  a  region  extending  from  the  Lehigh 
Eiver  on  the  east  to  the  Susquehanna  River  on  the  west,  about 
100  miles  in  length,  including  these  two  coal-regions,  which 
cannot  be  surpassed  for  its  wild  and  barren  scenery.  All  soils 
are  supposed  to  have  been  formed  by  the  decaying  and  decom- 
position of  the  roelts.  Now,  in  the  anthracite  regions  there  are 
formations  of  very  coarse  sandstone,  and  conglomerate  rocks 
of  great  thickness,  which  in  the  times  of  geological  convulsions 
formed  the  strong  casket  which  preserved  the  black  diamonds 
from  destruction.  But  their  hardness  and  the  absence  of  lime 
and  clay,  in  these  as  well  as  in  the  red  sandstones  and  shales 
beneath,  rendered  them  unfavorable  to  the  formation  of  a  fer- 
tile soil.  Hence  you  may  travel  for  miles  in  the  Sehuyhiill, 
Mahanoy,  and  Lehigh  coal-regiona,  and  the  country  adjacent, 
without  seeing  a  productive  farm,  a  green  field,  or  a  single 
sheaf  of  wheat.  For  a  long  time  before  the  discovery  of  the 
coal,  it  must  have  been  a  matter  of  wonder  what  such  a  wilder- 
ness conntry  was  made  fbr,  and  but  for  that  discovery  it  would 
be  uninhabited  to  this  day.  Here  and  there  some  feeble  at- 
tempt at  farming  has  been  made,  but  with  little  success, 
for  few  signs  of  crops  are  visible.  Far  as  the  eye  can  reach 
from  the  summit  of  any  of  the  mountains  are  the  same  barren 
soil,  the  same  rude  mountains,  and  deep,  narrow,  stony  valleys, 
covered  with  scnubby  oaks  and  other  bushed.  All  the  valuable 
timber  along  the  railroads  and  about  the  coal-works  has  been 
cot,  and  the  country  is  studded  with  the  limbless,  charred 
trunks  of  hemloek-treee,  which  add  greatly  to  the  forbidding 
aspect  of  this  desolate-looking  country.  Even  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  some  large  towns  in  these  coal-regions,  con- 
laining  several  thousand  inhabitants,  there  is  not  even  an  acre 
ol  pasture-land  to  be  seen,  no  fields  of  grain  or  grassy  hill-sides, 
meadows,  or  orchards,  not  even  fenced  fields,  for  the  land  is  not 
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worth  fencing.  It  ie  only  in  highly-favored  places  or  by  means 
of  great  labor,  and  perhaps  hy  the  importation  of  better  soil 
and  careful  cultivation,  that  a  spot  can  be  prepared  for  a  flower- 
bed or  a  garden. 

The  numerous  coal-works,  of  which  there  are  hundreds,  do 
not  add  any  thing  to  the  beauty  of  the  landscape,  for  this  is 
altogether  a  utilitarian  region.  After  seeing  one  or  two  of 
these  high  wooden  structures  called  breakei-s,  you  have  seen 
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them  all.  Many  of  them  are  only  half  eovered,  exposing  their 
skeleton-like  treBtle-^orke,  the  whole  vast  structures  blackened 
■with  coal-dust  and  every  one  accompanied  by  its  huge  pile  of 
mlm,  or  coal  dirt  and  slate,  indicating  by  its  size  the  quantity  of 
coal  that  has  been  produced  from  the  mine.  This  may  well  be 
called  the  black  country.  Some  of  these  piles  of  refuse  fine  coal 
are  of  mountain-size,  and  tlie  beauty  of  Wyoming  Valley  itself 
is  in  danger  of  being  destroyed  by  the  heaps  of  this  rubbish 
thrown  out  of  the  coal-mines.  In  the  location'  of  anthracite 
coal-works  it  is  an  important  consideration  that  provision  be 
made  for  disposing  of  the  vast  quantities  of  fine  coal  formed 
by  the  wasteful  process  of  breaking  up  the  large  masses  of 
coal  by  passing  them  between  two  strong  iron  rollers  armed 
with  powerful  teeth  to  reduce  them  to  the  various  sizes  re- 
quired for  different  uses,     {See  Plate  on  page  61.) 

But  to  the  eye  of  practical  science  these  rocky  hills  and  this 
pebbly,  barren  soil,  witli  these  undulating  strata  of  conglomer- 
ate rocks,  afford  the  greatest  interest.  They  are  composed  of 
the  ruins  of  some  quartz  formation  which  existed  in  former  ages. 
By  what  force  was  it  broken  into  fragments,  and  how  much 
time  was  required  to  wear  and  grind  off  tlio  sharp  edges  and 
corners  and  reduce  them  to  the  smooth  round  pebbles  which 
we  now  see,  from  the  size  of  a  mustard-seed  to  that  of  an 
orange,  and  to  cement  them  together  into  the  vast  stratum, 
which  in  some  localities  is  more  than  1,000  feet  thick?  As 
has  been  already  said,  there  is  no  perfect  coal-field  to  be  found ; 
only  fragments  have  been  left  to  us,  and  this  great,  hard,  under- 
lying rock  forms  the  basins  in  which  parts  of  it  have  been  pre- 
served, and  these  barren  mountains  in  and  around  the  coal- 
regions,  with  the  coal-beds  which  they  have  saved  for  us,  are 
but  the  remains  of  the  much  larger  formations  which  have 
been  destroyed. 

"We  can  well  excuse  the  want  of  beauty  here,  for  beneath 
that  barren  soil  and  under  those  frowning  mountains  lies 
buried  greater  real  national  wealth  than  all  the  glittering 
mines  of  California.  Unfruitful  as  may  be  the  soil  in  these 
coal-regions,  we  find  here  that  man  lives  not  by  bread  alone, 
for  there  is  here  a  teeming  population  who  "  sow  not,  neither  do 
they  reap."    Peep  down  ia  the  bowels  of  the  earth  thousands 
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of  duBky-looting  miners  toil  on  in  their  murky  caverns  by  the 
light  of  their  little  lamps.     They  know  no  night  nor  day,  in 


choosing  their  hotira  of  lahor,  uncaring  for  wind  or  weather, 
summer  or  winter,  which  are  all  the  same  to  them  ;  and  while 
procuring  tuel  tor  others  they  need  none  themselves,  for  the 
temperature  of  their  workshop  ia  always  the  same.  There  may 
be  to  some  eyes  more  interesting  speetacles,  but  certainly  there 
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are  few  better  things  for  manliind  than  a  branch  of  productive 
industry  like  this,  furnishing  honest  and  well-paid  employ- 
ment to  a  great  multitude  of  men. 

The  foregoing  picture  of  the  country  between  the  Lehigh 
and  Susquehanna,  occupied  by  the  first  and  second  coal-fields, 
does  not  apply  to  some  of  the  cultivated  valleys  surrounding 
them,  which  are  below  the  coal-measures ;  and  the  exterior  ap- 
pearance of  the  bituminous  coal-regions  farther  west  is  also 
altogether  diff'erent.  Immediately  south  of  the  anthracite  coal- 
region,  after  passing  through  the  Blue  Mountain,  which  is  next 
outside  of  the  double  frame  or  boundary  of  the  coal-regions,  we 
come  into  the  great  and  fertile  Cnmherland,  or  Eattatinny  Val- 
ley, which  extends  1,500  miles  in  length,  and  from  10  to  20*n 
width,  across  the  States  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia, 
and  Tennessee,  following  the  Alleghany  coal-field  through- 
out. Its  inexhaustible  limestone  soil  makes  it  the  great  food- 
producing  region,  while  its  deposits  of  iron-ore  and  limestone, 
BO  near  the  great  supplies  of  fuel,  make  it,  in  Pennsylvania, 
along  the  lower  Lehigh  Hiver,  our  greatest  iron-manufacturing 
region,  not  to  mention  its  other  minor  productions.  "  All 
Southeastern  Pennsylvania,  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  harder 
species  of  rocks  and  coarse  sandstones,  and  the  presence  of 
limestone  and  other  sotler  rocks,  presents  a  variety  of  pleasing 
scenery,  possesses  a  fertile  soil,  and  has  been  justly  called  the 
garden  of  the  Atlantic  slope." 


Taking  leave  of  the  anthracite  region  of  Pennsylvania, 
producing  the  ordinary  hard  anthracite  coal,  we  pass  weet^ 
wardly  and  northwestwardly  over  an  intermediate  space  be- 
tween that  and  the- bituminous  coal-region  of  about  40  miles,  in 
which  no  coal  is  found  except  the  semi-anthracite  basin  in  Sul- 
livan County,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  head- waters  of  Mahoopeny 
and  Loyalsock  Creeks,  and  which  is  in  the  first  of  Kogers's  six 
cbal-basins  of  the  great  bituminous  coal-field. 

According  to  Prof.  Lesley's  topography,  the  first  of  the  five 
great  northern  finger-points  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains  begins 
in  the  southeastern  part  of  Susquehanna  County.     Like  all  the 
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otherp,  it  is  a  flat-topped  mountain  1,000  feet  bigli,  with  the 
coal-formations  on  its  summit,  laid  down  on  top  of  the  Cats- 
kill  group,  which  forms  the  mountain-base  of  the  anthracite 
regions.  The  southeastern  escarpment  or  elope  of  the  Alle- 
ghany runs  from  the  starting-point  mentioned,  southwestwardly 
to  the  North  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna  River  near  Tunkhan- 
nocb.  From  this  point  it  runs  nearly  straight  south  63  de^ees 
west  40  miles,  and  is  called  the  North  Mountain.  It  is  a  little 
west  of  the  front  margin  of  this  portion  of  it  that  we  find  this, 
the  first  of  the  bituminous  coal-basins  of  Pennsylyania.  But 
the  influences  which  converted  the  coal  of  Wyoming  and  Lack- 
awanna into  anthracite  had  not  yet  entirely  lost  their  power, 
and  the  coal  here  found  is  anthracite,  but  of  a  soft,  free-burning 
kind,  showing  in  a  beautiful  manner  the  gradual  progress  from 
the  harder  species  of  coal  through  all  the  intermediate  stages, 
so  far  as  samples  from  each  locality  are  preserved  for  our  use. 
The  Sullivan  anthracite  or  semi-anthracite  is  a  peculiar  species 
of  coal  which,  lying  midway  between  the  anthracite  and  semi- 
bituminous  regions,  possesses  precisely  the  character  vrhich  its 
situation  requires,  having  the  fracture  and  somewhat  the  ap- 
pearance of  semi-bituminous  coal,  but  burning  in  all  respects  like 
anthracite  of  a  very  pure,  soft  variety,  and  it  possesses  this  val- 
uable property,  that  the  fire  never  goes  out  until  the  coal  is 
entirely  consumed.  It  is  a  sm-prising  illustration  of  the  uni- 
form gradation  in  the  character  of  our  coals  in  a  northwestand 
sovtheast  direction.  In  addition  to  the  general  uses  of  an- 
thracite coal  for  domestic  purposes,  from  its  peeuharities  it  may 
be  destined  to  fill  some  important  place  in  the  useful  arts.  The 
coal-seam  has  a  good  workable  thickness,  and  affords  opportu- 
nity for  cheap  mining.  Its  fer  northern  position,  with  good 
railroad  grades  to  the  "Western  New  York  market,  gives  the 
region  important  advantages.  The  Sullivan  anthracite  began 
to  find  its  way  to  market  in  1871,  by  the  SuUivan  &  Erie  Kail- 
road,  which  connects  the  mines  with  the  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York  Hailroad,  an  extension  of  the  Lehigh  Talley  Kail- 
road,  at  a  point  near  Towanda. 

It  will  hereafter  be  seen  that  this  first  coal-basin  passes  in  a 
southwestern  direction  along  the  valley  of  the  West  Branch,  but 
destitute  of  coal-seams,   except  in   isolated  patches,  until  it 
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crosses  that  river,  where  it  developa  into  importance  in  the 
semi-bituminouB  coal  of  the  Snow-shoe,  PhilUpsburg,  and 
Johnstown  country,  and  thenee  extends  its  two  branches  in 
Somerset  County  to  the  southern  line  of  the  State. 


In  answer  to  the  important  question  as  to  the  existence  of 
anthracite  coal  elsewhere  than  in  Pennsylvania,  it  may  be  here 
stated  that,  although  this  favorite  species  of  fuel  in  Pennsyl- 
vania is  carboniferous,  yet  anthracite  does  not  belong  to  any 
particular  geological  age,  but  js  produced  by  the  transformation 
of  fossil  fuel  of  any  kind.  There  is  a  small  coal-field  near  Santa 
"F^  in  New  Mexico,  which  a  volcanic  overflow  resting  on 
a  bed  of  lignite,  elsewhere  of  no  value,  has  converted  into 
anthracite  coal.  There  is  a  similar  instance  in  the  British  pos- 
sessions on  Queen  Charlotte's  Island,  on  the  Pacific  coast.  At 
Los  Bronces,  in  Sonora,  Mexico,  beds  of  Triassic  coal  are  con- 
verted by  local  volcanic  action  into  anthracite  of  fair  quality. 
The  coal-field  of  Arkansas  contains  one  thin  bed  of  semi-an- 
thracite coal.  These  are  the  only  beds  of  anthracite  as  yet  dis- 
covered outside  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  and  Massachu- 
setts, and  they  are  probably  not  extensive  or  likely  to  be  of 
great  importance.  It  is  not  impossible  that  others  may  yet  be 
discovered  in  the  far  "West.  It  is  well  known  that  there  is  an- 
thracite in  "Wales,  also  in  Ireland,  and  in  France,  bnt  it  is  nowhere 
mined  on  the  large  scale  or  sent  abroad  to  market.  An  account 
of  these  deposits  is  ^ven  in  the  following  chapters.  "With  these 
and  other  unimportant  exceptions,  it  may  be  said  there  is  no 
other  good,  hard  anthracite  coal  now  known ;  certainly  there  is 
not  a  single  eoal-hreaker  elsewhere  in  the  world  than  in  the 
northeastern  part  of  Pennsylvania. 
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The  following  account  of  the  antliraeite  coal-field  of 
Rhode  Island  and  of  Bristol  Connty,  Massachusette,  ie  taken 
from  a  report  made  to  the  Legislature  of  the  latter  State  by 
President  Edward  Hitchcock  in  1853.  It  had  long  been  known 
that  anthracite  existed  in  Rhode  Island  and  the  adjoining 
southern  part  of  Massachusetts,  it  being  first  noticed  in  1760, 
but  in  consequence  of  some  peculiarities,  both  in  the  coal  and 
the  rocks,  geologists  have  been  slow  to  settle  its  exact  position 
in  the  geological  scale.  The  same  has  been  the  case  with  some 
coal-deposits  in  Europe,  the  culm  or  anthracite  deposit,  for  in- 
stance, of  Devonshire.  So  for  a  long  time  the  anthracite  of 
Pennsylvania  was  thought  to  belong  to  an  older  deposit  than 
the  true  coal-measures.  But  the  progress  of  science  has  cleared 
np  some  of  these  difficulties,  and  given  us  more  exact  rules  for 
determining  questions  of  this  character. 

There  is  a  large  tract  in  Bristol  County  and  a  part  of 
Plymouth  County,  Massachusetts,  and  covering  the  whole  of  the 
island  of  Rhode  Island,  and  a  strip  on  the  west  side  of  Narra- 
gansett  Bay,  embracing  not  less  than  500  scLuare  miles,  that  is 
a  genuine  coal-field  of  the  carboniferous  age,  but  that  has  expe- 
rienced more  than  usual  metamorphic  action.  It  is  so  covered 
with  detritus  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  fix  its  limits.  The 
discovery  of  the  beds  of  coal  was  also  rendered  very  difficult  by 
the  deep  coating  of  drift  that  envelops  the  whole  region,  and 
most  of  the  discoveries  of  coal  have  been  made  quite  accident- 
ally. The  great  irregularities  in  the  thickness  of  the  coal-beds 
and  the. plication  of  the  strata  have  also  been  serious  obstacles. 

The  metamorphic  action  to  which  this  deposit  and  the  coal 
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itself  bave  been  subject  is  twofold,  first  mechanical,  secondly 
chemical.  The  mechanical  force  seems  to  have  operated  upon 
the  strata  containing  the  coal,  in  a  lateral  direction,  so  as  not 
only  to  raise  them  into  a  highly-inclined  position,  but  also  to 
produce  plaits  or  folds,  such  as  would  be  formed  if  several  sheets 
of  paper  lying  upon  one  another  were  taken  into  a  man's  hand, 
and  by  pressure  on  the  opposite  edges  were  crumpled,  so  as  to 
form  ridges  and  hollows.  In  Pembroteehire,  in  Wales,  the 
coal  is  folded  in  this  form,  and  squeezed  into  the  outer  or  upper 
and  lower  curves  of  the  flexiu'es,  while  between  them  the  roof 
and  floor  of  the  beds  come  almost  into  contact,  so  that  the  coal 
can  hardly  be  traced.  The  same  effect  Las  been  produced  upon 
the  coal-strata  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  as  well  as  in 
the  great  Appalachian  coal-fleld  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia. 
The  miners  are  familiar  with  these  irregularities,  and  they  con- 
stitute some  of  the  most  serious  difficulties  with  which  they 
meet.  In  the  Aquidneck  mine,  at  the  north  end  of  Rhode 
Island,  the  bed  of  coal  that  had  been  worked  in  some  places  is 
pinched  up  to  a  width  of  not  moi'e  tlian  one  foot  or  two  feet, 
while  in  other  places  it  has  a  thickness  of  from  10  to  15  feet. 
Another  peculiarity  is  here  noticed,  which  is  difficult  to  de- 
scribe intelligibly  without  drawings;  it  is  this,  tliat  the  fold- 
ings do  not  run  either  perpendicularly  or  parallel  to  the  strike 
or  direction  of  the  strata,  but  obliquely.  Hence  when  a  thick 
mass  of  coal  is  reached,  it  passes  into  the  earth  between  the 
strata  in  an  oblique  direction,  and  other  expansions  as  well 
as  contractions  of  the  bed  wHl  run  parallel  to  it.  This  fact  will 
be  of  some  practical  value,  but  perhaps  its  chief  interest  lies  in 
its  scientific  bearings.  Another  effect  of  the  plicating  force  has 
been  to.  shatter  the  beds  and  crush  the  coal,  so  that,  when  dug 
out,  it  crumbles  too  much  and  produces  a  great  deal  of  fine 
coaL  Sometimes  the  coal  appears  as  if  it  had  been  severely 
squeezed,  and  made  to  slide  along  between  the  strata.  It  is  a 
common  impression,  among  those  ^miliar  with  these  mines, 
that  the  force  came  from  the  northwest,  that  is,  the  rocks  in 
that  direction  were  crowded  against  those  lying  to  the  south- 
east. But,  in  the  Aquidneck  mine,  the  direction  of  the  folds, 
which  are  somewhat  southeastwardly,  would  indicate  the  press- 
ure either  from  the  northeast  or  southwest. 
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The  chemical  metamorphoBes  which  these  roeke  have  expe- 
rienced consist  mainly  in  such  effects  as  heat  would  produce. 
This  coal-basin  is  in  a  great  measure  surrounded  hy  iznstratified 
rocks,  such  as  granite  and  syenite,  which  all  geologists  now  ad- 
mit to  have  been  once  melted.  No  examples  are  seen  in  which 
they  hare  sent  veins  into  the  coal-strata,  a  fact  that  seems  to 
indicate  that  the  latter  were  not  deposited  till  after  the  granite 
and  syenite  partially  cooled.  Yet  along  the  margin  of  this  coal- 
field, especially  at  Newport,  all  along  the  west  shore  of  Narra- 
gansctt  Bay,  at  Smithfleld,  Cumberland,  "W"rentham,  Bellingham, 
etc.,  we  find  the  slates  very  much  metamorphosed,  so  as  only 
heat  could  have  done  it.  It  is  inferred,  therefore,  that  these 
slates  were  deposited  while  yet  great  heat  existed  in  the  sub- 
jacent unstratifled  rocks,  and,  although  the  coal  strata  may  be 
newer  than  the  metamorphic  slates,  yet  they  also  show  a  greats 
er  degree  of  induration,  and  in  some  instances  more  of  crystal- 
lization, than  is  common  in  undisturbed  coal-fields  ;  and  eross- 
seams  or  divisional  etmetures  are  also  more  common  than 
usual.  These,  too,  are  now  usually  referred  to  the  action  of 
heat.  The  coal  also  from  this  basin  has  greater  specific  gravity 
than  most  anthracite,  bearing  a  proportion  to  the  Pennsylvania 
anthracite  of  1.75  to  1.55.  It  has  a  tendency  more  than  usual 
to  break  into  euboidal  fragments,  and  has  more  the  shming  as- 
pect of  crystalline  minerals.  In  some  of  the  mines  the  meta- 
morphic action  has  been  so  great  as  to  obliterate  all  traces  of 
organic  remains.  This  is  so  remarkably  the  case  at  a  coal-bed 
seven  feet  thick  in  "Worcester,  that  no  trace  of  vegetables  has  ever 
been  discovered  there,  and  the  anthracite  has  a  stiU  more  stone- 
like aspect,  is  heavier  than  that  from  Rhode  Island,  and  is  par- 
tially converted  into  plumbago.  Yet  even  this  most  geologists 
would  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  a  genuine  coal-formation. 
But  in  other  parts  of  the  Bristol  and  Rhode  Island  coal-field 
vegetable  remains  are  found  in  connection  with  these  coal-beds, 
which  make  it  almost  certain  that  -they  belong  to  the  coal- 
measures  of  the  carboniferous  system,  such  as  ealamites,  an 
ancient  reed  with  a  pointed  stem  and  fluted  surface,  and  stig- 
maria,  which  are  the  roots  of  trees  which  grew  in  the  clay  soil 
below  the  coal.  These  to  the  geologist  are  the  most  decisive 
arguments  on  this  subject.     Tor  it  is  a  principle,  now  settled 
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beyond  controversy,  that  each  geological  formation  has  its 
peculiar  organic  remains,  and  the  coal-formation  contains  those 
that  distinguieh  it  from  all  other  deposits.  The  rocks  of  the 
region  correspond  essentially  to  those  of  the  coal-measm-es, 
being  a  dark-colored  slate,  often  much  indurated  and  more  or 
less  charged  with  carbon,  lying  in  immediate  contact  with  the 
coal,  especially  beneath  it,  with  its  surface  highly  glazed  as  if 
by  heat  or  friction ;  also  coarse  light  and  dark-gray  sandstones, 
coarse  gray  conglomerate,  and  other  varieties,  which  can  be 
identified  with  those  of  other  coal-fields,  though  more  metamor- 
phosed than  is  common.  The  evidence  is  too  strong  to  resist, 
that  this  deposit  in  Hhode  Island  and  Massachusetts  is  a 
genuine  coal-field  of  the  carboniferous  series,  of  the  same  age 
as  the  great  coal-deposits  in  our.  own  country,  in  Pennsylvania, 
West  Virginia,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Iowa ;  and  of 
those  of  England,  Scotland,  France,  and  Belgium.  The  only 
difference  seems  to  be  that  this  is  a  metamorphic  coal-field. 
And  the  tendencyto  a  northeast  and  southwest  direction  in  the 
beds,  as  well  as  the  high  dip,  lead  strongly  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  is  only  a  detached  portion  of  the  great  Appalachian  coal 
field  which  stretches  through  the  Middle  States. 

The  following  tabular  statement  presents  in  a  small  space 
the  leading  facts  respecting  the  principal  localities  where  coal 
has  been  discovered  and  mined  in  this  field : 


I.OCAUT,ES. 

Ko.  of 

TL\.l.BM.(.fB«a.. 

u.u.r.^. 

Dip. 

MuDaMd  Centre,  Maia. . . . 

1 

A  few  inches. 

N.  E.  and  S.  W 

N.  W.  large. 

"       Hardon,    "    .... 

1 

10  feet. 

63°  N.  W. 

■'       New,        "    .... 

13 

7  feet  mas. 

ao'to^CN.  W. 

Wrentham,              "    .... 

1 
1 

E.  and  W. 

N.  00°  E. 

40°  N. 

Eavnlian),                "    . . . . 

's'feet'."" 

46°  S.  E. 

IS  Ki  23  feet. 

N.  E.  and  S.  W 

4B°  W. 

VaUey  Falls, 

6  to    9  feet. 

N.  BO'  W  60° 

E.  80°  to  45'. 

Provideoce, 

10  feet 

(J.  W.  and  S.  E. 

45°  N.  E. 

BriBtol,                     " 

1 

N.  E. 

48°  N.  W. 

Portsmoutli,  Caae's  " 

3 

lafeet'mai. 

N.  E.  and  S.  W. 

40°  to  flO°  S.  E. 

"  Aquidneok,    " 

3   . 

2  to  20  feet. 

N.  E. 

28°  to  36°  S.  E. 

"The  Portsmouth  or  Case's  mine,  situated  in  the  northeast 
part  of  the  island  of  Rhode  Island,  was  opened  in  1808,  which 
was  earlier  than  the  Pennsylvania  mines  were  explored.  At 
that  time  the  mode  of  burning  anthracite  was  not  known,  the 
coal  was  not  sought  after,  and  the  mine  was  abandoned.     It 
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was  resumed  in  1827,  again  abandoned,  again  opened  in  1847, 
and  again  abandoned.  Three  beds  were  discovered,  all  of 
workable  thickness,  and  the  one  last  wrought  was  13  feet  thick. 

At  the  Aquidneck  mine,  two  miles  west  of  the  above,  three  beds 
occur,  varying  in  thickness  from  2  to  20  feet.  It  was  worked 
in  1853  to  the  depth  of  623  feet,  and  thence  six  gangways  ex- 
tended 844  feet  each;  Large  sums  of  money  appear  to  have 
been  spent  Ht  different  times  in  different  localities,  but,  owing 
to  the  causes  already  mentioned,  in  giving  the  description  of 
the  coal,  and  to  its  being  found  in  a  form  so  unfavorable  for 
mining,  tbesa  enterprises  have  invariably  resulted  in  disappoint- 
ilient,  A  gentleman  in  Newport,  familiar  with  the  business,  in- 
formed Prof.  Chas.  T.  Jackson,  who  made  the  geological  survey 
of  Ehode  Island,  that  upward  of  $40,000  wore  spent  in  the 
Portsmouth  mine,  a  large  sum  for  those  days.  He  describes 
the  coal  as  anthracite  and  very  curiously  cheeked  by  natural 
joints  leading  to  a  rhomboidal  structure,  this  being  the  result 
of  an  imperfect  crystallization  effected  by  beat  at  the  epoch  of 
its  elevation  from  a  horizontal  position.  Masses  of  coal  of 
considerable  magnitude  may  be  easily  broken, off,  but  they 
divide  readily  into  rhomboids  an  inch  or  two  in  diameter. 
The  chemical  analyses  of  the  coal  show  from  77  to  84  per  cent. 
of  carbon,  from  T  to  10  of  water  and  volatile  matter,  and  iixim 
5  to  6  of  ashes.  Prof.  Jackson's  analyses  of  the  coal  from  the 
mine  at  Mansfield,  Massachusetts,  gave  90  to  92  per  cent,  of 
carbon,  2  to  4  per  cent,  water  and  volatile  matter,  and  4  per 
cent,  of  ashes.  Of  course,  there  is  no  trade  in  this  Massachu- 
setts and  Ehode  Island  coal,  and  so  long  as  better  qualities  of 
coal  are  produced  and  sold  at  moderate  prices,  or  until  some 
special  use  or  market  is  found  for  this  peculiar  coal,  it  cannot 
be  regarded  as  of  any  commercial  value.  The  largest  produc- 
tion has  been  from  the  mines  about  ten  miles  north  of  New- 
port, where  the  whole  quantity  mined  to  the  year  1856  was 
60,000  tons. 

The  formation,  as  has  been  said,  reposes  on  a  coarse  conglom- 
erate, which  rests  immediately  on  granite  or  hornblende  rocks 
of  the  primitive  series.  This,  however,  as  well  as  rocks  of  & 
similar  appearance,  in  the  East  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 
coal-iQelds,  is  now  thought  by  geologists  to  consist  of  Silurian 


Hosted  by 


Google 


70  RHODE   ISLAND  AND  MASSACHUSETTS. 

and  Devonian  rocke  dislocated  and  altered,  or  metamorpliosed 
by  volcanic  or  other  agencies  which  have  destroyed  all  organic 
remains,  and  given  them  the  appearance  of  primitive  rocks, 
Walter  K.  Johnson,  in  his  researches  on  American  eoale,  gives 
us  the  following  farther  interesting  account  of  the  Ehode  Island 
coal-field : 

"  The  near  proximity  of  igneous  agencies  appears  to  have 
exercised  an  important  influence  not  only  on  the  position,  hut 
on  the  present  character  of  the  anthracite  of  this  formation  ; 
for,  while  it  has  thrown  the  beds  into  a  highly-inclined  posi- 
tion, it  has  expelled  the  last  vestige  of  vegetable  matter,  decom- 
posed the  sulphuret  of  iron,  and  changed  the  color  in  some  of 
the  beds  to  a  nearly  steel  blue.  The  vegetable  impressions  are 
in  these  eases  to  a  great  extent  obliterated,  and  the  traces  of 
them  only  appear  at  the  surfaces  of  deposition.  In  other  beds, 
the  impressions  are  more  perfect,  and  their  genera  and  species 
are  more  readily  made  out. 

"  An  idea  has  been  formerly  current  that  the  coal-forma- 
tion of  Ehode  Island  and  Massachusetts  is  of  a  more  ancient 
date  than  those  of  Pennsylvania,  but  the  identity  of  fossil  re- 
mains seems  to  determme  the  geological  period  of  both  to  be 
the  same.  And  in  this  we  have  analogies  sufficiently  numerous 
in  our  own  coimtry  to  induce  us  to  believe  that  all  the  coal- 
formations  are  essentially  contemporaneous,  and  that,  whether 
they  rest  on  granite,  as  in  Khode  Island  and  Massachusetts ; 
on  the  older  members  of  the  secondary,  as  in  the  anthracite 
fields  of  Pennsylvania ;  or  on  the  mountain  or  cliff  luncstone  of 
the  "Western  States,  the  coal-series  has  everywhere  been  the 
product  of  the  same  period  in  the  history  of  our  planet,  which 
was  highly  prolific  in  vegetable  life,  of  which  the  remains  were 
deposited  on  whatever  member  of  preceding  formations  was 
exposed  in  a  condition  to  receive  them." 

A  remarkable  instance  of  this  is  shown  in  a  single  coal- 
field, that  of  Illinois,  which  m  its  northern  part  rests  on  St. 
Peter's  sandstone,  a  member  of  the  Potsdam  or  lowest  in  the 
series  of  fossiUferous  rocks ;  and  as  you  pass  southward,  the  coal- 
formation  rests  successively  on  each  of  the  formations  up  to  the 
Chester  limestone,  its  true  base,  where  all  the  formations  are 
complete.     This  was  caused  by  the  gradual  rising  above  tho 
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surfiice  of  the  water  of  the  northern  part  of  the  area  during  the 
formation  of  those  lower' rocks. 

"  The  anthracite  of  Ehode  Island  appears  to  have  been  sub- 
jected not  only  to  a  high  temperature,  but  also  to  intense  press- 
ure, and  to  have  been  much  comminuted  by  the  friction  of 
one  member  of  the  formation  sKding  over  another  in  the  up- 
tilting  which  the  strata  have  evidently  undergone.  The  coal 
being  in  all  such  cases  mor6_tender  and  friable  than  the  sand- 
stone, slates,  and  limestones,  becomes  the  unguent  in  the  joints 
of  stratification,  and  the  results  of  its  power  to  facilitate  the  mo- 
tions of  the  strata  as  they  are  partially  folded  is  first  a  pulveru- 
lent portion  in  contact  with  either  the  top  or  the  bottom  rock 
of  the  bed;  second,  a  high  polish  imparted  to  some  of  the 
sliding  surfaces  of  the  more  durable  coal ;  third,  an  irregularity 
in  the  thickness  of  the  coal-beds,  the  indentations  of  the  upper 
and  lower  rocks  being  not  infrequently  found  opposite  to  each 
other,  forming  thick  places  in  the  coal-seam,  and  containing 
much  of  the  broken  material  which  has  been  displaced  from  the 
parts  where  the  prominences  of  the  rocks  come  nearly  in  con- 
tact and  almost  shut  up  the  seam." 

He  adverts  to  the  facts  that,  owing  to  the  great  amount  of 
drift  or  diluvial  matter  covering  the  coal-formation,  its  limits 
have  not  been  traced  with  much  precision,  the  mining  opera- 
tions are  in  general  very  troublesome,  and  expensive  for  the 
same  reason,  as  well  as  on  account  of  being  carried  on  below 
water-level,  in  irregular,  uncertain  seams ;  and  worst  of  all  that 
very  little  of  the  coal  hitherto  obtained  has  been  of  merchant- 
able quaHty. 

Daddow  and  Bannon,  in  "  Coal,  Iron,  and  Oil,"  show  very 
conclusively  that  "the  various  attempts  to  develop  these  New 
England  coals  have  all  resulted  in  failure,  not  from  the  want  of 
means  and  experience,  but  because  the  beds  were  too  unre- 
liable and  irregular  to  permit  the  production  of  coal  with 
economy,  or  in  competition  with  mining  operations  in  Penn- 
sylvania." 
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IV. 

ANTHEAOITE  COAL  NEAR  SANTA  F£,  NEW 
MEXICO. 

The  oeeurrence  of  anthracite  coal  in  -workable  beds  in  the 
Western  Territories,  near  the  gold  and  silver  districts,  is  of  such 
great  importance  that  the  following  detailed  description  of 
it  is  ^ven  in  fall  from  E.  W.  Raymond's  Report,  as  United 
States  Commissioner  of  Mining  Statistics  of  the  States  and 
Territories  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  for  the  year  1870/ 

The  antliraeite  mines  of  New  Mexico  are  at  the  Old  Placer 
Mountains,  or  near  the  northwestern  foot-hills  of  that  range, 
about  23  miles  southwest  of  Santa  F6,  and  respectively  four 
and  a  half  and  six  miles  from  the  miniug-town  of  Real  de 
Dolores. 

It  is  well  known  that  anthracite  beds  occur  in  almost  all 
formations,  though  they  are  mostly  found  in  the  older  rocks  of 
the  paleozoic  era,  and  always  in  localities  where  these  rocks 
have  either  been  considerably  disturbed  by  eruptions  and  up- 
heavals subsequent  to  the  deposition  of  those  strata,  or  where 
hot,  molten  masses,  though  they  have  not  disturbed  the  origi- 
nal stratification  of  the  neighboring  rocks  to  any  considerable 
extent,  have,  at  a  former  period,  exerted  metamorphosing  in- 
fluences on  them.  Thus  the  fact  has  been  satiafectorLly  es- 
tablished in  many  coal-beds  of  great  extent  that  they  may  in 
one  locality  consist  of  a  true  anthracite,  while  in  another  Iq- 
eality,  remote  from  the  causes  of  metamorphism,  the  same 
beds,  determined  as  such  by  the  enclosing  sti'ata  and  the  fossils 
found  in  them,  may  contain  bituminous  coal  or  even  lignite. 
f.  Kaymond.    Publiahed  bj  J,  B. 
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An  entirely  analogous  ease  is  presented  by  the  anthracite  beds 
of  the  Placer  Mountains. 

True  anthracite  has  a  specifle  gravity  of  1.4  to  1.7,  its  hard- 
ness is  2  to  2.5,  and  it  contains  85  to  93  per  cent,  of  fixed  car- 
bon and  volatile  matter,  after  drying,  3  to  6  per  cent.  It  is 
amorphous,  of  conehoidal  fracture,  brittle,  has  a  sub-metallic 
lustre,  iron-black  to  grayish  and  brownish-black  color,  and, 
when  pulverized,  forms  a  black  powder.  .  It  ignites  with  diffi- 
culty and  at  a  high  temperature,  but  when  ignited  produces  an 
intense  heat.  The  coal  from  the  coal-mines  to  be  described  in 
the  following  account  presents  all  these  quahties,  and  there  ie, 
consequently,  no  doubt  that  it  is  really  anthracite. 

At  present  two  mines,  one  and  a  half  mile  distant  from 
each  other,  are  opened  by  tlie  New  Mexico  Mining  Company. 
A  wagon-road  leads  from  Real  de  Dolores  in  a  northwestern 
direction  around  the  foot-hills  of  tlie  Old  Placer  Mountains  to 
the  new  anthracite  mine.  Before  reaching  the  mine  the  road 
leads  through  a  ravine  parallel  to  those  where  the  coal-bed  is 
exposed,  and  about  250  yards  distant  from  them.  Here  the 
outcropping  rocks  consist  of  nearly  horizontal  layers  of  massive 
sandstone,  which  is  covered  with  an  overflow  of  porphyry.  A 
dike  of  the  same  rock  is  found  on  the  lower  side  of  the  crop- 
pings  of  the  Cunningham  gold-mine,  from  where  it  has  been 
traced  with  slight  interruptions  over  six  miles  to  the  old  an- 
thracite mine,  forming  a  cap  on  the  massive  sandstones  of  the 
coal-bearing  formation.  The  new  mines  are  situated  at  the 
junction  of  two  small  ravines,  forming  a  larger  one,  which  de- 
scends gradually,  first  in  a  northeastern,  then  in  a  northern  di- 
rection, toward  Galisteo  Creek,  two  and  a  half  miles  distant 
from  the  mines.  The  lower  wall  of  the  coal-bed  is  nearly  level 
with  the  bottom  of  the  arroyo  ;  and,  as  the  dip  is  about  15' 
southeast  toward  the  ra\'ine,  the  position  of  the  bed  is  certainly 
an  exceedingly  favorable  one  for  opening  and  working.  It  haa 
been  opened  in  two  different  localities  on  tho  eastern  side  of 
the  south  branch  of  the  ravine,  at  the  junction  of  the  two 
smaller  ones,  and  on  the  western  side  of  the  same  branch  about 
50  feet  south  of  the  first  opening.  The  first  one  follows  the 
dip  of  the  bed  for  a  distance  of  about  35  feet ;  the  incline,  five 
feet  high  by  five  feet  wide,  is  excavated  in  solid  anthracite,  and 
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bIiows  the  ted  to  be  of  great  regularity.  The  following  strata 
aeeompanying  this  coal-bed  are  exposed  to  view  in  this  locality, 
from  the  bottom  of  the  ravine  to  the  top  of  the  hill : 

Oarbonaceous  sbdes 1  foot. 

Aothracite 5  feet. 

Carbonaceous  shales 1  foot. 

ludnrated  clay 4  feet. 

Laminated  argillaceous  sandstone,  containiug  fossils, ...  26  feet. 
Massive  sandstone 100  feet. 

In  the  second  locality  the  coal  ia  opened  by  three  tunnels, 
two  25  feet  long  and  one  40  feet  long,  showing  the  same  strike 
and  dip  of  the  bed  as  the  incline.  The  anthracite,  however,  is 
only  four  feet  thick,  while  the  thickness  of  the  shale  varies 
from  three  to  four  feet. 

About  280  tons  of  coal  have  been  taken  from  this  mine. 
It  shows  all  the  qualities  of  a  true  anthracite,  contains  87.5  per 
cent,  of  fixed  carbon,  and,  when  burning,  shows  only  the 
short,  blue  fiame  of  carbonic  oxide.  The  steam-boiler  of  the 
engine  propelling  the  New  Mexico  Mining  Company's  stamp- 
mill  has  been  successfully  heated  by  it.  A  hundred  pounds 
brought  to  Santa  Fe  were  used  by  Mr.  Bruckner  in  his  assay- 
ing-fiimaee,  in  order  to  teat  the  heating  powers  practically.  He 
found  that  a  white  heat  was  reached  in  a  very  short  time,  and 
that  this  heat  lasted  about  three  times  as  long  as  that  pro- 
duced by  an  equal  weight  of  charcoal.  As  the  material  does 
not  coke  in  the  least,  it  is  evident  from  this  test  that  it  is  per- 
fectly adapted  to  use  in  blast-fumaees,  though  it  will  require  a 
higher  pressure  of  blast,  on  account  of  its  density,  than  charcoal 
or  coke.  As  far  aa  its  application  for  all  practical  purposes  is 
concerned,  it  is  tmdoubtedly  fully  equal  to  Pennsylvania  an- 
thracite, and  really  the  beat  fuel  discovered  so  far  in  the  "West. 

The  second  coal-mine  is  situated  about  one  and  a  half 
mile  southwest  of  the  one  just  described.  Between  the  two 
mines  exists  a  bed  of  excellent  fire-clay,  some  of  which  was 
tested  by  Mr.  Bruckner,  in  Santa  T"e.  He  made  a  scorifler  out 
of  it,  and  smelted  lead  and  borax  in  it  in  the  hottest  anthracite 
fire.  It  neither  cracked,  nor  was  it  attacked  in  the  least  by  the 
flux,  so  that  this  test  speaks  well  for  its  use  as  fire-proof  mate- 
rial in  furnaces. 
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Between  the  fire-clay  and  tlie  following  sandstone  stratum 
a  bed  of  ircm-ore  is  found.  Both  carbonate  of  iron  and  hema^ 
tite  are  present.  Ores  of  this,  as  weU  as  bowlders  of  magnetic 
ii'on-ore,  and  large  deposits  of  the  same,  abound  in  the  moun- 
tains of  the  Old  and  New  Placer,  Thousands  of  tons  of  large 
bowlders  of  great  purity  can  be  collected,  for  instance,  near  the 
old  anthracite  mine,  away  from  the  different  extensive  deposits 
of  magnetic  iron-ore  which  occur  in  the  same  locality. 

The  second  anthracite  mine,  spoken  of  above,  is  opened  by 
a  tunnel  90  feet  in  length,  driven  into  the  coal-bed  near  the 
entrance  of  a  steep  ravine,  the  sides  of  which  are  nearly  per- 
pendicular. It  is  started  near  the  bottom,  and  on  the  west  side 
of  this  ravine,  rising  with  the  dip  of  the  strata,  which,  as  in  the 
locality  spoken  of  first,  is  15°  to  the  east.  The  following  snc- 
cession  of  strata,  commencing  at  the  bottom  of  the  ravine,  is 
TieibJo :  Anthracite,  two  feet ;  slate,  ten  inches,  diminishing 
toward  the  breast  of  the  tunnel ;  anthracite,  one  foot  six 
inches;  alternating  layers  of  shale,  iron-ore,  and  sandstone, 
varying  from  five  to  nine  inches  in  thickness ;  laminated  argil- 
laceous sandstone,  containing  fossils ;  and  twelve  feet  of  mas- 
sive sandstone,  overflowed  by  felspathic  porphyry.  The  latter 
rock  forms  the  east  bank  of  the  ravine  from  top  to  bottom. 
About  100  tons  of  anthracite  of  an  excellent  quality  have  been 
taken  out  and  are  lying  on  the  dump.  Long  exposure  to  the 
atmosphere  through  summer  and  winter  has  not  altered  its 
compactness  in  the  least.  It  is  of  jet-hlaek  color,  and  contains 
88  per  cent,  of  fixed  carbon,  and  5  per  cent,  of  ashes  of  a 
brick-red  color. 

Although  roving  bands  of  hostile  Navajoes  visit  this  local- 
ity sometimes,  and  even  have  their  usual  camping-place  at  the 
coal-mine,  the  splendid  opportunity  offered  here  for  procuring 
a  cheap  and  superior  fuel  for  the  surrounding  mining-districts 
will  undoubtedly  be  more  extensively  made  use  of  very  soon. 
For  those  who  intend  the  erection  of  metallurgical  and  espe- 
cially smelting-works  for  the  beneficiation  of  the  more  rebeUious 
gold  and  silver  ores,  and  also  for  copper  and  iron  smelting  es- 
tablishments, the  occurrence  of  those  anthracite  beds  is  of  the 
utmost  importance,  and  will  no  doubt  be  duly  appreciated. 

At  the  south  side  of  the  Old  Placer  Mountains,  at  a  dis- 
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tance  of  10  milea  from  the  above-described  coal-beds,  an  an- 
thracite vein  has  been  opened  in  the  second  arroyo  east  of  the 
raneho  near  the  spring  on  the  Tucrto  Dolores.  There  are 
two  pits  of  a  depth  of  about  six  feet.  The  first  one  shows  the 
following  section:  Shale,  two  feet;  anthracite,  ten  inches; 
shale,  eight  inches;  anthracite,  two  feet.  The  strata  course 
north  37°  east  and  dip  75*  northwest.  The  second  pit  is  lo- 
cated within  100  feet  from  the  first,  and  contains  only  a  six- 
inch  seam  of  coal,  which  contains  a  great  deal  of  sulphur. 

Another  coal-bed  is  exposed  near  Galisteo  Creek,  but,  as  the 
locality  could  neither  be  visited  nor  a  specimen  procured  from 
it,  its  nature  and  the  quality  of  the  coal  could  not  be  deter- 
mined. Indications  of  coal-oil  are  said  to  exist  here,  as  well  as 
two  miles  north  of  Santa  Y^,  where  a  layer  of  coal  mixed  with 
iron  pyrites  occurs. 

Among  the  many  different  localities  where  coal-veins  crop 
out  in  this  Territory,  are  the  following :  On  the  reservation  of 
the  Pueblo  Indians,  near  Taos,  at  the  foot  of  the  Pueblo  Moun- 
tains; in  the  Haton  Mountains,  on  the  Vermejo  Piver,  near 
Haxwell's,  where  the  beds  are  six  feet  thick ;  on  the  Purga^ 
toire  Piver,  near  Las  Vegas,  at  the  Kio  Puei;co,  in  the  San 
Mateo  Mountains,  and  in  numerous  places  west  of  Port  "Win- 
gate  ;  a  large  bed  also  exists  near  Fort  Craig  (San  Pedro). 
Most  of  these  beds  have  been  ably  described  by  Dr.  John  L. 
Leconte,  in  his  notes  on  the  geology  of  the  survey  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  eastern  division,  fi'om 
the  Smoky  HiU  Eiver  to  the  Eio  Grande.  (Philadelphia, 
1868.) 

Coal  has  been  used  to  a  very  limited  extent  so  far.  The 
Vermejo  and  San  Pedro  coals  are  used  for  blacksmithing,  the 
latter  also  for  domestic  purposes  at  Fort  Craig.  The  anthracite 
from  the  Old  Placer,  it  has  already  been  stated,  is  used  for  the 
heating  of  a  steam-boiler.  None  of  the  New  Mexico  coal  has, 
so  far,  been  used  for  metallurgical  purposes,  although  some  of 
it  is  very  well  adapted  to  such  use.  No  attempt  has  ever  been 
made  to  smelt  iron,  although  ores  exist  in  great  abundance  and 
of  great  purity  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  anthracite  coal, 
and  contiguous  to  fire-clays  and  limestone. 
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Aa  but  little  ia  known,  in  thia  country,  in  regard  to  the 
antliraeite  coal  produced  in  England  and  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  the  following  particulars  are  here  given  from  the  report 
of  the  Parliamentary  Commission,  made  in  1871. 

Anthracite  coal  is  obtained  in  England,  at  Bidwell  in 
Devonshire,  at  Walsall  in  Staffordshire,  in  the  weatern  divia- 
iona  of  the  South  "Wales  coal-field,  in  Ireland,  and  near  Edin- 
burgh. Anthracite  coal  is  also  found  in  the  eoal-fielda  of  France, 
eapedally  in  the  departments  of  Is^re,  the  High  Alps,  Gard, 
Mayenne,  and  of  Sarth,  and  it  is  also  raised  in  Belgium. 

In  Sonth  Wales  anthracite  coal  was  used  in  9  fumaees  in 
blast,  in  18(M,  out  of  23  built ;  the  quantity  of  anthracite  iron 
made  heing  26,565  tons,  out  of  a  production  of  839,502  .tons. 
The  whole  quantity  of  anthracite  coal  mined  was  509,475  tons ; 
viz.,  146,000  tons  in  Pembrokeshire,  and  363,i75  tons  in  Car- 
marthen and  Glamorganshire.  Of  this,  347,000  tons  were' 
shipped,  and  162,475  tona  were  used  for  household  porposea, 
for  iron-worka,  and  sent  off  by  railway  to  be  used  principally 
for  malting.  The  principal  production  of  anthracite  coal  in  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  is  that  in  "Wales. 

It  is  well  known  to  geologists  that  the  Palfeozoic  strata  of 
England  underwent  great  movements  and  denudations  after 
the  formation  of  the  coal-measures,  especially  that  one  great 
liue  of  disturbance  ran  from  the  south  of  Ireland,  skirting  the 
coast  of  South  "Wales,  passing  south  of  Bristol,  and  visible  as 
far  as  Frome,  where  the  highly-inclined  Paljeozoic  strata  are 
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lost  beaenth  horizontal  strata  of  later  date.  Tliia  distui'banee 
was  accompanied  by  fracture  and  enormous  lateral  pressure, 
wbich  crumpled  up  tlie  older  rocks  along  the  line  of  strike, 
and  in  places  along  the  same  line  elevated  the  fractured  strata 
into  ranges  of  hills.  In  England,  the  main  chain  due  to  this 
disturbance  is  that  of  tlie  Mendip  Hills  in  Somersetshire. 
These  forces  affected  the  strata  to  a  greater  or  less  distance 
&om  the  line  of  disturbance,  tilting  them  up  at  a  high  angle, 
which  gradually  decreases  as  the  distance  from  the  Hne  of  dis- 
turbance increases.  This  elevation  of  the  older  strata  was  fol- 
lowed by  an  enormous  amount  of  denudation,  whereby  the 
edges  of  the  strata  so  disturbed  were  worn  and  planed  down  to 
such  an  extent  that  in  many  cases  masses  of  strata  many  thou- 
sand feet  thick  were  removed  before  the  deposition  of  any  of 
the  secondary  strata  commenced.  —  (Report  of  Koyal  Coni- 
mission.) 

This  description  of  the  disturbances  of  the  more  southern 
of  the  coal-fields  of  England,  Wales,  and  Ireland,  will  apply  to 
our  American  Appalachian  country,  which  presents  the  same 
common  features  from  New  Jereey  to  Alabama.  And  as,  here 
in  Pennsylvania,  the  coal  found  within  the  influence  of  the  more 
violently-disturbed  strata  is  anthracite,  and  that  farther  north- 
west is  semi-bituminous,  and  that  still  farther  true  bituminona, 
BO  we  find  the  same  law  applies  to  the  character  of  the  coal  in 
the  disturbed  district  of  Southern  England,  "Wales,  and  Ireland. 
In  "Wales,  the  changes  are  more  rapid,  opposite  sides  of  the 
same  basin  producing  anthracite  on  the  south,  and  bituminous 
coal  on  the  north,  while  in  America  the  changes  are  more 
gradual.  Another  point  of  resemblance  is  the  greater  steep- 
ness of  the  north  dip,  or  the  dip  of  the  south  side  of  the 
basins,  and  next  to  the  source  of  the  disturbance,  than  that 
on  the  north  side,  which  is  also  a  universal  rule  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

No  coal  has  ever  been  found  in  England  south  of  the  dis- 
turbances spoken  of,  running  through  Munster,  Leinster,  South 
"Wales,  and  Somerset,  just  as  we  find  none  southeast  of  the  more 
violent  of  our  Appalachian  flexures,  except  some  sc[ueezed-up 
fragments.  The  existence  of  coal  in  the  south  of  England  was 
one  of  the  problems  referred  to  the  Eoyal  Commission,  and  on 
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which  thfy  made  the  report  in  1871.  Although  the  report  was 
in  favor  of  the  theory  of  the  existence  of  coal  in  that  locality,  it 
was  in  opposition  to  the  protest  of  Sir  Koderick  I.  Murchison, 
the  most  distinguished  English  geologist.  The  "  Memoirs  of 
the  Geological  Survey "  describe  the  same  series  of  coal-beds 
becoming  so  altered  in  their  horizontal  range  that  a  set  of  beds, 
bituminous  in  one  locality,  is  observed  gradually  to  change  to 
anthracite  in  another.  Taking  the  coal-measures  of  South 
Wales  and  Monmouthshire,  we  have  a  series  in  which  the  coal- 
beds  become  not  only  more  anthracite  toward  the  west,  hat 
also  exhibit  this  cliange  in  a  plane  which  may  be  considered 
as  dipping  south-southeast  at  a  moderate  angle,  so  that  in  the 
natural  sections  we  have  bituminous  coals  on  the  high  grounds, 
and  anthracite  coals  beneath.  This  fact  is  readily  observed, 
either  in  the  ITeath  or  Swansea  Valleys,  where  we  liave  bitu- 
minous coals  on  the  south,  and  anthracite  on  the  north. 
Though  the  terms  bituminous  and  anthracite  coal  have  been 
applied  to  marked  differences,  the  changes  are  so  gradual  that 
there  is  no  sudden  modification  to  be  seen.  To  some  of  the 
intermediate  kinds  the  term  "free-burning"  has  been  given, 
and  thus  three  chief  differences  have  been  recognized. 

The  term  culm  is  applied  to  an  inferior  kind  of  anthracite, 
only  worked  for  making  lime,  or  for  mixing  with  clay,  or  to 
the  small  pieces  of  anthracite  obtained  in  working  the  true 
anthracite  beds,  and  the  same  term  is  applied  generally  to 
English  anthracite  in  their  parliamentary  returns.  Anthracite 
is  also  called  blind  coal,  glance  coal,  and  Kilkenny  coal.  An 
average  of  several  analyses  of  Welsh  anthracites  shows  91,5  car- 
bon, 6.7  volatile  matter,  and  1.8  ashes,  showing  more  volatile 
matter  and  less  ashes  than  ours.  In  Wales,  the  anthracite 
coal-seams  vary  very  much  in  thickness.  In  Pembrokeshire, 
the  Kilgetty  seam  is  only  from  11  to  .13  inches  thick,  and  in 
some  parts  of  South  Wales  they  are  as  much  as  15  feet  thick. 
In  Pembrokeshire,  veins  as  small  as  11  inches  are  worked  for 
the  coal  alone,  which  is  anthracite  of  an  excellent  quality, 
used  chiefly  for  malting  purposes  and  hop-drying,  and  ex- 
tending over  a  very  limited  area.  It  is  worked  in  pits  where 
no  thick  seams  are  worked,  and  at  180  yards'  depth  often  con- 
taining a  large  quantity  of  water.     It  brings  a  very  large  price, 
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and  is  near  the  Bbipping-point,  but  it  is  used  to  only  a  very 
email  extent.  The  product  of  Pembrokeshire  was  stated  in  1868 
to  be  134,000  tons  a  year.  The  thinnest  seams  that  are  worked 
for  general  consumption  are  about  two  feet  three  inches,  or  two 
feet  four  inches.  The  veins  worked  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Llanelly  exclusively  for  the  coal  are  about  S3  inches  thick; 
the  Golden  vein  is  from  22  to  26  inches,  the  Fiery  vein  is  36 
inches,  and  so  on,  up  to  five  feet,  which  is  the  big  vein, 

The  dip  on  the  south  crop  is  16  inches  in  a  yard  toward 
the  north,  and  it  is  only  three  Inches  in  a  yard  along  the  north- 
em  crop  toward  the  south.  On  the  north  crop  the  coals  are 
generally  hard  and  strong,  and  on  the  south  crop  they  are 
generally  very  soft.  Some  of  the  southern  seams  are  from  eight 
to  15  feet  thick,  and  such  is  the  loss  from  mining  by  the  old 
pillar-and-stall  system,  that  they  only  produce  9,000  tons  per 
acre. 

There  are  about  28  to  30  seams  of  anthracite  coal,  of  which 
about  six  are  worked.  Anthracite  coal  is  very  little  used,  there 
being  but  little  demand  for  it.  It  is  of  "  enormous  thickness," 
to  quote  the  language  of  the  witnesses,  and  any  quantity  of 
it  may  be  had,  yet  the  quantity  worked  is  only  "about  400,000 
tons  a  year."  It  is  used  for  iron-making  to  a  small  extent,  but 
not  for  steam,  in  England,  except  locally  at  the  engine-boilere 
at  the  pits.  It  is  not  sold  to  any  extent,  being  chiefly  need 
for  malting  and  drying  hops,  and  for  burning  lime  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  mines.  But,  even  in  "Wales,  the  railway 
communication  is  now  so  good  that  other  coals  are  easily  taken 
to  the  limestone  districts  to  compete  with  the  anthracite  small 
coal.    It  is,  however,  perhaps  the  best  of  all  lime-burning  coals. 

Scarcely  one-fourth  of  the  coal-field  of  South  "Wales  is 
anthracite;  there  is,  however,  a  very  large  quantity  of  this  coal. 
It  is  the  lower  series  of  seams  irrespective  of  depth  that  is 
anthracite,  according  to  some  of  the  testimony.  None  of  the 
small  anthracite  coal  is  brought  out  of  the  mines,  except  acci- 
dentally, being  of  no  value.  The  commission  reports  the 
South  "Wales  coal-field  as  containing  32,456,000,000  of  tons 
unmined,  besides  4,109,000,000  of  tons  at  a  depth  exceeding 
4,000  feet,  or  too  deep  for  mining.  It  embraces  36  per  cent,  of 
all  the  unmined  coal  in  England,  Scotland,  Wales,  and  Ireland. 
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The  proportion  of  this  that  is  anthracite  was  not  definitely  as- 
certained, but  is  stated  in  a  general  way,  by  a  mine-inspector  of 
the  region,  ae  less  than  one-fourth. 

In  Ireland,  the  anthracite  coal  is  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
island,  in  Leinster  and  Munster,  In  the  former,  aboat  eight 
collieries  are  at  work,  and  in  the  latter  about  13.  The  returns 
ofl866-'68  show  more  anthracite  than  bituminous  coal  pro- 
duced in  Ireland,  the  former  .being  about  the  amount  of  the 
product  of  one  of  our  Pennsylvania  anthracite  breakers,  viz. : 
in  1866,  68,750  tons  anthracite,  and  55,000  of  bituminous  ;  in 
1867,  78,000  anthracite,  and  50,000  bituminous ;  and  in  1868, 
74,500  anthracite  and  52,450  of  bituminous  coal.  In  1869,  the 
quantity  of  both  was  127,923  tons,  showing  a  very  uniform 
production. 

The  culm  or  unproductive  anthracite  coal-basin  of  Devon- 
shire, in  the  southwest  part  of  England,  is  practically  of  no 
importance.  The  attempts  to  wort  the  beds  have  always 
failed  to  reward  the  adventurers  with  any  profit.  It  is  broken 
up  in  contortions,  and  an  incredible  number  of  synclinal  and 
anticlinal  lines.  Its  geological  age  has  been  a  matter  of  dis- 
pute. The  anthracite  is  much  mixed  up  and  interwoven  mth 
black  shales,  among  some  of  which  are  remains  of  land-planta. 
The  deposits  of  carbonaceous  matter  are  extremely  irregular. 
The  middle  or  great  anthracite  bed  upon  which  all  the  chief 
workings  have  been  carried  on  is  described  as  varying  from  six 
inches  to  14  feet  in  thickness,  the  average  being  about  seven 
feet.  The  returns  are  5,036  tons  produced  in'  1856  and  4,173 
tons  in  1857.  This  description  of  the  Devonshire  coal-field  is 
what  our  knowledge  of  those  of  Ireland  and  Wales,  farther 
north  on  the  line  of  the  great  disturbances  of  the  region, 
would  have  led  us  to  expect  as  to  its  value. 

Edinburgh  used,  in  1868,  5,500  tons  of  anthracite  for  the 
manufacture  of  glass,  which  is  the  whole  product.  There  is 
a  great  upheaved  district  of  the  older  rocks,  extending  from 
Berwick  southwestward,  north  of  which  the  coal-measures  are 
again  found.  They  are  broken  up  into  several  distinct  fields, 
partly  by  the  uprising  of  the  lower  coalless  strata,  and  partly 
by  the  interference  of  vast  masses  of  igneous  or  trap  rocks  (the 
whin  of  England),  sometimes  bedded  and  at  others  injected  ae 
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dikes.  The  production  of  anthracite  in  such  localities  is  tlma 
accounted  for,  as  the  region  is  also  much  dislocated  by  faults 
and  interfered  with  by  igneous  rocks. 

The  Staffordshire  coal-field  lies  along  the  original  margin 
of  the  coal-basin  in  that  direction.  There  are  no  returns  of 
anthracite  produced  there.  Of  the  coal  used  in  London  only 
1,143  tons  are  anthracite,  and  that  by  the  Houses  of  Parliament. 

The  anthracite  trade  of  England,  "Wales,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland,  is  therefore  less  than  600,000  tons,  a  very  small  por- 
tion of  their  whole  production,  which  in  1869  amounted  to 
107,399,634  tons. 
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BITUMINOUS  COAL. 

Char<Kteristics  of  the  Seania  and  Me^wds  of  Mvtimg. 

This  work  is  not  intended  to  teach  technical  and  theoretical 
geology,  nor  the  art  of  mining ;  hut  there  are  a  surprising  num- 
ber of  persons  whe  have  never  seen  a  mine  of  any  kind,  and 
who  have  very  erroneous  notions  on  these  subjects.  Some  gen- 
eral aecount  applicable  to  all  the  regions,  therefore,  appears  to 
he  necessary  of  the  form,  size,  and  other  characteristics  of  bitu- 
minous coal-seams,  and  the  more  simple  methods  of  mining. 

There  are  no  veins  of  coal ;  for,  although  that  term  is  very  fre- 
quently used  by  miners  and  others,  it  is  incorrectly  applied  to 
coal,  and  may  lead  to  erroneous  conclusions.  Coal  invariably 
runs  with  and  parallel  to  the  strata  of  rock  among  which  it  is 
found ;  while  veins  (Fig.  8)  are  the  fillings  of  cracks  or  fissures 
usually  running  across  the  strata  or  lines  of  bedding  of  rock,  or 
intersecting  them.  Coal,  on  the  contra^ 
ry,  is  always  found  in  thin  layers  or 
seams,  from  a  few  inches  up  to  a  couple 
of  yards  in  thickness ;  the  larger  beds 
are  exceptional ;  it  is  always  stratified 
and  found  among  and  between  stratified 
rocks,  and  is  quite  as  regular  as  veins 
are  the  reverse.  (&eplates,pp.24&137) 
Several  of  these  seams  of  coal  are  usually 
found  above  one  another  and  separated 
by  layers  of  rock  of  different  thick- 
nesses. A  seam,  then,  is  a  thin  layer  in- 
serted among  the  larger  layers  of  a  rock  ^^!^^^X^%^^^ 
and  differing  from  them  in  composition. 
Seams  are  called  beds  when  they  are  of  considerable  thickness, 
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and  a  layer  is  a  considerable  member  or  bed  in  a  stratified 
roek.  A  stratum  eonsista  of  several  layers  of  one  kind,  which 
form  a  rock  as  it  lies  between  other  kinds ;  and  a  formation  is 
a  series  of  strata  comprising  those  which  have  a  general  similar- 
ity in  their  fossils  or  organic  remains.  Several  of  these  forma- 
tions when  naturally  classed  together  are  called  a  group,  and 
several  groups  form  a  system.  In  I'eference  to  time,  the  terms 
used  are  epoch,  period,  and  age ;  which  correspond  with  forma- 
tion, group,  and  system.  By  a  coal  iield  or  basin  ismeant  a 
region  of  country  usually  basin-shaped  or  trough-shaped,  that  is 
underlaid  by  beds  or  seams  of  coal. 

Ooal-seama  are  like  the  leaves  of  a  book,  for,  as  you  know 
that  each  leaf  runs  through  the  volume,  so  as  a  general  rule 
when  you  have  found  a  seam  of  coal  and  ascertained  its  strike 
— that  is,  the  course  a  level  line  would  nm  across  it  if  all  the 
covering  were  removed,  and  its' dip  or  the  course  of  its  greatest 
degree  of  descent — ^you  may  depend  on  its  running  on  regularly 
through  the  hill  or  land  as  far  as  the  ground  will  permit  it  to 
run  in  that  direction.  The  regularity  of  coal-seams,  when  un- 
disturbed or  found  in  their  original  position,  the  persistence 
with  which  they  continue  to  run  in  the  same  direction  for  long 
distances,  and  preservingthe  same  size  and  peculiarities,  is  very 
remarkable.  They  are  much  more  persistent  than  the  beds  of 
rock  with  which  they  are  associated ;  sometimes  even  a  very 
thin  seam,  "  the  rider "  as  the  miners  call  it,  above  some  larger 
workable  bed,  is  found  to  be  expanded  over  the  whole  extent 
of  the  coal-region ;  and  such  is  the  similarity  of  the  seams  of 
coal  and  their  intervals  of  rock  in  widely-distant  places,  that 
geologists  have  been  enabled  to  trace  and  identify  them,  both 
large  and  small,  for  distances  of  hundreds  of  miles. 

Of  course,  this  rule  is  to  be  considered  as  applicable  in  a 
general  way  only.  The  exception  is,  that,  although  the  coal- 
seam  is  generally  continuous,  it  is  sometimes  broken.  The  coal- 
field, instead  of  being,  as  we  supposed,  in  one  book,  is  in  feet 
found  to  be  in  several  volumes,  and  they  are  not  regularly  dis- 
posed. The  binding  of  all  is  the  same,  the  same  kind  of  rock 
being  over  the  coal  and  the  same  under  it  in  each  separate 
field  ;  and  the  coal  itself  is  the  same,  bnt  some  parts  are  higher 
than  others,  or  lying  at  a  different  angle  to  the  horizon,  or  at 
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the  same  angle  when  the  fault  is  vertical,  and,  after 
the  eoal  in  one  part  of  the  land,  we  ffnd  no  more  imtil 
searched  for  it  on  a  higher  or  lower  level.     These  irre{ 


are  very  common  in  England,  much  more  so  than  in  America, 
and  are  called  faults,  and  sometimes  a  mass  of  rock  is  found 
iritrodueed  between  two  of  these  fields,  forming  what  the  miners 


call  a  dike.  There  are  many  very  large  coal-regions  in  this 
country  where  these  faults  and  irregularities  are  altogether  un- 
known. 


The  strata  of  rock  in  the  coal  measures  and  the  seams  of 
coal,  as  a  general  rule,  are  parallel,  and  when  they  vary  ftom 
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each  other  the  lower  seaniB  of  coal  are  more  likely  to  be  irregu- 
lar and  disturbed  than  the  upper.  A  knowledge  of  the  form 
of  the  neighboring  strata  of  rock  is  therefore  very  important, 
as  it  determines  that  of  the  coal,  and  ia  more  easily  obtained 
than  the  latter.  When  a  correct  section  of  the  rocks  and 
seams  of  coal  is  once  obtained,  it  may  be  relied  upon  as  extend- 
ing through  the  region,  although  the  thickness  of  the  strata 


How  Coal-Seams  lie  in  the  Earth. 

In  England  coal  is  usually  found  in  nearly  horizontal  seams, 
bnt  it  ie  far  underground,  a  large  part  of  the  island  being  covered 
by  the  newer  rocks  much  later  than  the  coal.  Their  aliafts  are 
1,000  to  1,500  feet  deep  (the  deepest  colliery  in  England  is  2,376 
feet),  and  mining  has  been  extended  far  under  the  sea.  In  the 
United  States,  east  of  the  Missouri  Eiver,  there  is  very  little  if 
any  territory  containing  the  coal-measures,  with  any  later  rocks 
than  the  Carboniferous  over  them.  Our  coal  is  generally  near 
the  surface,  and,  compared  with  other  countries,  it  is  surprising 
how  little  rock-cover  we  have  over  some  very  large  coal-regions. 
There  are  many  nearly  horizontal  seams  of  coal  in  America  ; 
those  of  bituminous  coal  are  generally  found  in  that  position, 
affording  great  facilities  for  mining  and  drainage.  These  nearly 
horizontal  seams,  however,  are  generally  parts  of  very  wide 
and  gently-curving  basins,  other  parts  of  which  perhaps  have 
been  removed  by  denudation.  Sometimes  the  lower  seams  are 
broken  up  into  numerous  very  small  basins,  with  very  steep 
inclinations  and  with  an  irregular  thickness  of  coal,  -while  the 
upper  seams,  like  the  Pittsburg,  have  an  astonishing  extent  and 
regularity,  so  that  an  experienced  surveyor  and  leveller  can 
survey  off  the  portion  of  the  hill-tops  which  will  contain  the 
coal  with  sufficient  accuracy  to  erect  coal-works,  almost  without 
sinking  a  trial-pit  to  prove  the  level  of  the  seam. 

The  WwnAer  and  Size  of  Coal-Seams. 

It  is  important  to  know  the  quantities  in  which  coal  ia 
found,  or,  in  other  words,  what  are  the  number  and  thickness  of 
the  seams  of  coal,  and  what  size  is  required  for  a  workable 
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seam.  To  the  unpractised,  the  finding  of  several  beds  of  coal 
upon  the  same  land  appears  to  be  a  striking  circumstance. 
Sometimes  they  are  near  each  other,  but  usually  they  are  sepa- 
rated by  many  feet  and  even  hundreds  of  feet  of  rock.  Here, 
Providence  has  not  only  blessed  the  earth,  but  has  added  bless- 
ing upon  blessing,  and,  in  these  busy  scenes  of  undergroimd 
labor,  we  find  a  resemblance  to  the  various  stories  of  a  large 
factory  above-ground  with  its  groups  of  workmen  in  their  sev- 
eral apartments  far  above  each  other's  heads.  In  the  following 
chapters  the  number  and  size  of  the  coal-beds  in  each  region 
are  given  in  detail. 

There  are  no  mountains  of  coal,  except  as  a  strong  hyper- 
bolical expression.  There  is  a  small  mountain  of  iron-ore  in 
Missouri ;  but  the  beds  of  coal,  although  quite  regular  and  con- 
tinuous, are  very  small  compared  with  the  other  strata  of  the 
earth.  Coal-seams  are  found  as  thin  as  a  sheet  of  paper,  and 
of  all  thicliuesses  up  to  the  gigantic  beds  on  the  Lehigh  Moun- 
tains, some  of  which  are  more  than  50  feet  in  thiclmess.  The 
bituminous  coal-seams  are  usually  from  three  to  six  feet  in 
thickness  in  America,  with  exceptional  instances  of  larger  beds, 
such  as  that  at  Pittsburg,  which  is  eight  feet,  and  that  at  Cum- 
berland, Maryland,  which  is  14  feet,  and  a  12-feet  seam  in 
Ohio ;  but  generally  all  the  coal  in  these  large  beds  ia  not 
taken  out  to  the  full  thickness.    (But  see  p.  507.) 

WofTctMe  Seams  of  Coal. 

As  to  the  minimum  size  of  coal-seams  that  are  workable, 
Mr.  Smyth,  in  an  English  work  on  "  Coal  and  Coal-Mining," 
says  that  he  has  measured  a  seam  of  coal  that  is  worked  in 
the  Eadstock  district,  in  Somersetshire,  England,  as  little  as 
H  inches.  The  late  report  of  the  Koyal  Commission  included 
all  coal-seams  one  foot  in  thiclmess.  Seams  of  good  coal  22 
inches  in  thickness  have  been  worked  in  Pennsylvania  on  a 
small  scale.  Such  thin  seams  are  worked,  if  at  all,  by  taking 
out  a  part  of  the  upper  or  lower  rock  with  the  coal  so  as  to 
make  more  room.  A  seam  of  good  coal  three  feet  in  thickness 
IB  well  worth  working,  and  miners  call  from  two  to  tiiree  feet 
of  dean  coal  in  America,  and  from  a  foot  and  a  half  to  two 
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feet  ill  England,  a  workable  seam.  Small  seams  lite  these  are 
also  worked  in  Kansas.  Of  course,  in  the  vicinity  of  larger 
beds  of  equally  good  coal,  smaller  ones  are  neglected,  as  tlie 
miners  cannot  compete  in  the  market  with  those  who  work 
Beams  of  considerably  larger  size  with  less  labor  and  expense. 
The  thickness  of  the  coal  is  not  in  itself  conclusive  as  to  the 
quantity  that  can  be  produced  in  any  given  area.  A  three-feet 
seam  will  produce  i,840  tons  to  each  acre  of  land,  as  each  cubic 
ya--!  of  coal  in  the  ground  will  produce  a  ton  of  coal ;  but  the 
next  question  which  arises  is,  How  many  of  these  4,840  sqiiare 
yards  in  your  acre  can  be  sueeessfully  mined,  and  how  much 
of  your  coal  is  marketable?  In  the  Elossbnrg  (Pennsylvania) 
region  they  have  four  and  a  half  feet  of  coal  in  the  Eloss  seam, 
from  which  most  of  the  coal  produced  is  now  mined,  and  it  has 
an  excellent  hard  roof  and  floor.  After  the  rooms  or  breasts 
are  all  worked  out,  the  pillars  can  be  all  drawn  or  taken  out, 
and  all  the  coal  in  the  ground  can  be  mined  and  taken  away  as 
clean  as  a  farmer  removes  the  hay  from  his  meadow.  The 
*'  run-of-mines "  coal  is  sold  to  iron-works,  and  for  locomotives 
and  other  steam-purposes ;  the  larger  or  lump  coal  is  used  in 
glass-works,  and  for  other  special  purposes ;  and  all  the  fine  coal 
is  sold  at  an  equally  good  price  for  blacksmithing.  This  is  one 
of  the  best  instances  of  the  mining  and  useful  application  of 
the  whole  product  of  a  coal-field,  and,  when  the  upper  seam  is 
exhausted,  the  same  process  can  be  applied  to  the  lower  seams 
on  the  same  land. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  the  Cumberland  (Maryland)  region 
the  coal  is  14  feet  thick,  but,  for  want  of  a  good  roof,  or  in  some 
places  irom  the  snpposed  inferior  quality  of  the  upper  and 
lower  part  of  the  coal-bed,  only  the  middle  part,  from  seven  to 
nine  feet  in  thickness  of  the  very  best  coal,  is  mined.  This,  it 
is  true,  is  a  fine  thickness  of  coal ;  but,  unfortunately,  the  soft- 
ness of  the  coal  in  this  great  bed,  and,  the  want  of  a  strong, 
self-supporting  roof,  render  it  necessary  to  make  the  breasts 
or  rooms  only  from  13  to  15  feet  wide,  and  then  a  pillar  is  left 
in  of  50  feet  in  width,  as  smaller  pillars  would  crumble  down, 
and  these  pUlars  cannot  be  successfully  drawn,  for  fear  of  bringing 
on  a  fall  of  the  roof,  a  thrust,  or  crush,  as  the  miners  call  it. 
It  wUl  be  seen  that  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  coal  in  each 
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SO 


acre  can  here  be  mined,  and  that  the  apparent  disproportion 
between  the  great  and  the  smaller  seam  of  coal  is  less  than  at 
first  appeared. 

In  the  anthracite  region  the  amount  of  minable  coal  is  also 
small  in  those  great  beds,  compared  with  the  whole  quantity  in 
the  ground,  owing  to  the  large  pillars  that  must  be  left  to 
support  the  mine.  Three  separate  seams  of  six  feet  are  better 
than  one  of  18  feet.  Then,  when  we  look  at  the  loss  attending 
the  breaking  of  this  hard  coal,  which  is  said  to  be  fully  15  per 
i3ent.,  and  often  very  much  more,  we  will  see  that  the  propor- 
tion of  marketable  coal  bears  such  a  small  proportion  to  the 
quantity  which  Nature  had  provided  for  us,  as  renders  it  any 
thing  but  a  pleasant  spectacle. 

There  are  some  sorts  of  bituminous  coal,  too,  in  which  there 
is  a  great  loss  and  waste  on  account  of  the  market  only  de- 
manding coarse,  or  lump  coal.  This  is  the  case  in  the  Pitts- 
burg region,  and  in  Ohio,  where  coal  of  a  large  size  only  ia 
used,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  slack  or  fine  coal  and  nut-size 
is  either  abandoned  in  the  mine  or  sold  at  a  nominal  price, 
barely  sufScient  to  pay  transportation.  In  America  there  is 
wastefulness  enough  above-ground,  but  it  is  not  to  be  compared 
to  that  in  mines. 


%theL 
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The  thick  beds  of  coal  everywhere  are  seldom  found  to  be 
of  a  uniform  character  or  of  dean  coal  throughout,  but  the 
various  parts  produce  coal  of  somewhat  different  appearance 
and  quality.  A  part  may  be  more  pure  and  free  from  sulphur 
or  earthy  matter,  making  less  ashes  than  an  upper  or  lower 
layer  of  the  same  seam,  and  many  mines  obtain  or  preserve 
their  good  reputation  by  the  care  taken  in  only  mining  or  send- 
ing to  market  the  purest  and  best  part  of  tlie  coal.  Beds  of 
eoarare  also  frequently  separated  by  interlying  layers  of  slate 
of  greater  or  less  thickness,  or  by  layers  and  balls  of  sulphuret 
of  iron,  which  add  greatly  to  the  expense  of  miniug,  and  re- 
quire great  care  in  picking  out  the  pieces  of  these  impurities 
which  are  broken  in  digging  or  blasting  the  coal.  The  care- 
lessness of  the  slate-pickers,  who  are  often  small  boys,  fre- 
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(juently  entaila  upon  the  owners  losses  of  money  in  the  quality 
of  the  coal  as  well  as  of  reputation.  To  a  limited  extent,  there- 
fore, coal,  and  especially  anthracite,  is  a  manufeetured  article. 

Instead  of  slate,  parts  of  the  seam  may  he  what  is  called 
"  bony,"  which  is  caused  by  what  was  originally  a  muddy  or 
earthy  material,  instead  of  forming  a  separate  seam  of  slate, 
having  become  mixed  and  incorporated  with  the  vegetable  ma- 
terial of  the  coal  itself  in  the  process  of  its  formation,  producing 
a  hard,  dull-looking  kind  of  coal,  which  is  more  difficult  to 
eeparate  from  the  good  coal  than  the  slate,  and  is  equally 
worthless. 

In  bituminous  and  semi-bituminous  coal,  and  in  a  less  de- 
gree in  anthracite,  every  seam  is  composed  of  an  aggregation 
of  small,  well-marked  horizontal  layers,  of  perhaps  about  one- 
twelfth  part  of  an  inch  in  thickness  or  more.  In  addition  to 
the  main  parting  at  the  roof  and  floor,  the  coal-bed  has  gener- 
ally other  horizontal  partings  of  the  seam  into  different  divis- 
ions. Then  there  is  often  another  system  of  perpendicular  part- 
ings, which  are  variously  denominated  "  backs,"  or  "  dip-joints," 
and  sometimes  "  slips."  In  the  mines  in  tie  Elossburg  region, 
these  slips  run  south  13°  east,  and,  as  that  suits  the  dip  of  the 
coal  also,  the  gangways  are  run  on  that  course,  and  such  is  their 
regularity,  that  the  miners  can  keep  their  proper  direction  by 
them,  so  that  the  use  of  a  compass  is  seldom  required.  In 
some  kinds  of  coal  there  is  a  third  kiad  of  parting,  at  right 
anglesto  the  last,  called  "strike-joints,"  or  "cutters."  Whenall 
of  these  occur,  the  coal  can  be  mined  out  in  cubical  pieces,  as  is 
the  ease  with  the  Pittsburg  seam.  When  the  system  of  joints 
is  more  perfect,  the  coal  sometimes  comes  out  like  the  "  block- 
coal"  of  Toungstown,  Ohio,  and  Sharpsville,  Pennsylvania. 
When  the  subdivisions  are  more  numerous,  they  cause  the  coal 
to  break  into  smaller  cubes,  and  thus  injure  its  quality,  but  all 
of  these  fractures  or  divisions  of  the  coal  lessen  the  labor  of  the 
miner,  and  they  are  always  in  planes,  except  in  the  hardest 
anthracite,  and  in  cannel-coal,  where  the  fracture  is  con- 
choidal. 

Uniform  Quality. — Another  peculiarity  of  coal-seams  is, 
that  the  quality  of  a  seam  of  coal  is,  as  a  general  rule,  the  same 
throughout.     J.  P.  Lesley  compares  it  to  a  roll  of  broadcloth 
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in  this  respect,  of  which,  if  yon  unroll  a  yard  or  two,  you  have 
a  fair  sample  of  the  qnality  and  texture  of  the  whole  piece. 
There  is,  it  is  true,  a  selvage  to  it,  but  that  you  understand  is 
not  cloth.  So  the  worn  and  exposed  edges  of  a  seam  of  coal  are 
sometimes  found  mixed  with  the  loose  dirt  or  soil,  and  are  not 
properly  coal,  but  as  soon  as  you  clear  that  off  and  come  to  the 
coal  itself,  where' it  lies  beyond  the  reach  of  the  action  of  the 
frost,  in  its  proper  place  between  tlie  roeks,  well  saturated  with 
water,  by  getting  ,a  fair  sample  of  it,  you  can  determine  its 
quality,  which  will  be  found  to  be  very  much  the  same  as  far  as 
it  extends.  The  miner  may  improve  in  the  mechanical  part  of 
his  business,  slates  may  thin  out,  and  the  coal  may  be  better 
prepared  for  market  sometimes  than  at  others,  but,  unless  traced 
over  quite  an  extensive  region,  the  coal  itself  is  generally  the 
same  to  the  end  as  it  was  in  the  beginning. 

The  purity  of  coalseaTm,  in  the  entire  absence  of  particles 
of  earth,  sand,  or  other  foreign  materials,  in  the  better  varieties 
of  coal,  is  very  remarkable.  Pew  productions  of  N'ature  are  so 
free  from  foreign  matter  as  coal,  for  we  find  it  in  the  earth  just 
as  you  use  it.  The  miner  of  gold  or  silver  must  separate  it 
from  the  earthy  impurities  and  gross  substances  with  which 
it  is  mechanically  mixed,  and,  in  the  ease  of  iron  and  other  met- 
als, not  only  must  the  ores  be  separated  or  cleansed,  but  they 
must  be  smelted,  and  undergo  expensive  and  laborious  opera- 
tions, to  separate  them  from  those  substances  with  which  they 
are  chemically  combined,  before  they  are  fitted  for  use.  But 
coal  is  found  carefully  deposited  between  smooth,  clean,  hard 
rocks,  excluding  all  dirt,  mud,  or  other  injurious  impurities. 
It  is  at  once  ready  for  the  flre,  and,  if  only  separated  from  the 
surrounding  impurities  among  which  it  is  found,  is  certainly 
one  of  the  most  perfect  works  of  the  Great  Hand  which  formed 
it.  A  production  of  the  earth  that  is  so  useful  it  is  manifest 
was  intended  for  the  use  of  man.  As  the  perishable  vegetation 
of  our  day  disappears,  or  is  removed  for  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil,  we  find  ourselves  furnished  with  a  better  fuel,  which  has 
been  safely  laid  away  in  rock-bound  store-houses,  in  the  most 
secure,  compact,  and  imperishable  form,  for  even  the  water 
which  saturates  it  while  in  the  earth  preserves  and  improves  its 
qualities. 
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Mmmg. — The  edge  of  a  coal-seam  is  not  generally  covered 
with  rock,  unless  the  coal  has  been  casnally  removed,  and  the 
upper  rock  has  dropped  down  and  closed  the  opening.  TTsually 
the  rocks  and  seam  of  coal  are  foimd  broken  square  off  together, 
and  the  edge  is  covered  with  loose  soil,  formed  by  the  disinte- 
gration of  the  coal  and  the  rocks  above  it ;  and  the  black  pow- 
dery dirt  of  the  coal,  mixed  with  other  soil,  is  sometimes  the 
means  of  the  discovery  of  the  seam,  hut,  more  frequently  in 
thin  seams,  the  edge  is  covered  by  the  ordinary  soil  nearly  to 
the  face  of  the  seam,  which  here  often  shows  its  maximum 
dimensions.  These  edges,  or  out^irops,  will  appear  on  the 
side  of  a  mountain,  and  many  of  the  large  eastern  American 
coal-fields  are  found  on  the  summits  of  broad,  flat-topped 
mountains,  forming  elevated  table-lands,  with  no  very  great 
height  of  rocks  above  the  coal-iseams.  In  these  situations  the 
dip  of  the  coal  is  first  ascertained,  the  mines  opened  on  the 
lower  side,  so  as  to  take  advantage  of  the  descent  to  bring  out 
the  coal  on  a  railroad-track,  and  to  drain  the  mines  of  water. 
If  the  country  is  not  favored  with  mountains  and  valleys,  as  on 
the  prairies  of  the  "Western  States,  access  is  had  to  the  mines  by 
sinking  shafts  or  large  wells  to  the  necessary  depth,  and  steam- 
power  is  used  to  elevate  the  coal  and  pump  out  the  water.  In 
China,  where  no  such  machinery  is  known,  the  water  is  carried 
out  by  an  incHned  shaft,  the  work  being  done  by  blind  men, 
on  account  of  their  cheapness,  one  of  these  standing  in  each  of 
the  hoUowed-out  steps  and  bailing  the  water  from  his  step  to 
the  one  above  him. 

An  elevator,  m  it  is  called  in  a  factory,  or  in  one  of  the  large 
hotels  or  stores  in  our  cities,  will  give  a  good  idea  of  the  ma- 
chinery used  in  a  coal-shaft,  except  that  the  latter  is  cnt  in  the 
rock  underground,  instead  of  being  erected  in  a  building,  and 
is  divided  into  two  parts,  for  ventilating  purposes. 

In  our  anthracite,  and  occasionally  in  hituminouB,  coal- 
regions,  mining  is  done  by  slopes,  which  are  simply  inclined 
planes  or  sloping  tunnels  underground,  generally  cut  in  the 
coal-seam.  After  descending  to  a  convenient  depth,  gangways 
are  turned  off  to  the  right  and  left,  in  a  nearly  horizontal  man- 
ner, and  from  these  breasts,  or  rooms,  are  opened  up  the  coal- 
seam.     If  the  coal-seam  is  sufSciently  inclined,  as  anthraeito 
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generally  is,  the  coal  is  worlied  "  on  tlie  run,"  as  it  is  called,  or 
bj  being  allowed  to  fall  by  force  of  gravity  down  tlie  Bmooth 
roclc-floor  of  the  chamber  into  the  mine-cars. 

The  other,  and,  in  the  eastern  bituminona  coal-fields,  the 
common,  method  of  mining  bituminous  coal  is  by  drifts,  when 
the  coal  is  above  water-level,  or  can  be  drained,  and  the  coal 
taken  out  without  the  nee  of  machinery. 

In  opening  a  mine  by  a  drift,  the  loose  soil  covering  the 
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edge  of  the  seam  is  first  removed,  and  a  passage  is  made,  lined 
with  timber  and  plank  as  far  in  as  the  face  of  the  coal,  where  it 
is  found  under  a  solid  rock  roof.     {See  Figs.  14  &  15.) 

In  examining  the  seam  of  coal  which  it  is  proposed  to  work, 
one  of  the  most  important  items  to  consider  is,  whether  it  has 
a  good  roof,  as  the  layers  of  rock  immediately  above  the  coal 
are  termed.  A  hard,  strong,  self-sustaining  roof  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  in  mining,  and  the  safety  and  economy  with  which 
the  mine  may  be  worked  depend  very  much  on  this.  Tour 
black  diamonds,  to  be  valuable,  must  be  in  a  rock-bound  casket, 
and  the  roof  should  be  impervious  to  water ;  therefore,  see  that 
you  have  rock  as  well  as  coal,  for  sometimes  an  apparently  good 
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outcrop  of  coal  is  found  ■with  but  little  covering  of  rock  "over  it, 
or  with  so  shaij  and  crumbling  a  roof  that  the  coal  cannot  be 
profitably  mined.  There  may  be  a  sufficient  depth  of  covering 
over  the  coal  to  warrant  yon  to  expect  good  coal,  but  the  strata 
immediately  over  the  coal  may  be  fragile  clay-elate,  or  shale,  the 
former  being  such  as  breaks  into  thin  and  even  plates  like  roof- 
ing-slate, and  the  latter  being  also  fragile,  and  breaking  into 
plates,  but  more  unevenly.  In  such  cases,  the  expense  of  timber 
supports  may  be  ruinous,  or,  in  working  a  seam  of  this  kind,  an 
important  part  of  the  top  of  the  seam  of  coal  must  be  left  un- 
mined,  to  strengthen  the  roof,  and  the  production  of  coal  per 
acre  is  thereby  very  much  lessened.  The  shale  or  slate  over  coal, 
however,  is  often  very  hard  and  strong,  and  then  it  makes  a 
good  roof.  Frequently  the  sandstones,  or,  in  the  Western 
States,  limestones,  are  in  immediate  contact  with  the  coal  over- 


head tbroughout  the  coal-field;  or,  in  a  part  of  it,  the  roof  may 
be  sandstone  or  limestone,  and,  in  other  parts,  elate  or  ehale. 
A  regularly-bedded  limestone  or  sandstone  i^  the  strongest  roof, 
and  admits  of  making  wider  chambers  in  the  mines,  requiring 
fewer  props  and  lees  timbering.  Sometimes  the  coal  adheres 
very  closely  to  the  roof,  which  demands  more  labor  in  mining 
than  where  there  is  a  good  parting  and  the  coal  separates  readi- 
ly from  the  roof-rock. 

The  depth  of  cover,  or  rock,  over  the  seam  of  coal  to  the 
surface  of  the  ground,  necessary  to  form  good  and  minable  coal, 
varies,  in  different  localities,  from  ten  to  thirty  feet,  or  more, 
and  varies,  also,  with  different  binds  of  coal.  In  this,  as  in 
many  other  particulars,  it  is  best  to  be  governed  by  the  expe- 
rience of  other  mining-operations  in  the  region. 

The  floor,  or  bottom,  of  a  coal-seam  is  almost  always  fire- 
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clay,  and,  if  it  prove  to  be  soft,  it  is  as  unfortunate  as  a  bad 
roof,  as  the  wooden  props,  nsed  in  supporting  the  mining-cham- 
bers, and  ev^n  the  pillars  of  coal  left  in  mining,  will  be  forced  into 


the  clay  by  the  weight  upon  them,  and  the  bottom-clay,  when 
wetj  rises  up  and  fills  the  mines,  which  is  called  a  creep.    Fortu- 
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nately,  this  is  not  of  very  frequent  occuiTence ;  it  is  sometimes 
Been  in  Illinois,  bnt,  generally,  the  fire-clay  has  indurated  into 
shale  or  hard  rock.  This  fire-clay  is  sometimes  several  feet 
thick ;  it  is  often  quite  pure,  and  is  then  valuable  for  the  manu- 
facture of  fire-brick ;  and  in  it  are  often  found  the  fossilized 
roots  and  stumps  of  carboniferous  trees,  showing  that  it  wna 


FomU  Tree  at  EiRht  Angles 


if  BtrallflcaBon.— Coal-MeaiOreB,  IfoTi  Scotdm. 


the  subsoil  of  the  vegetation  of  which  the  coal  was  formed.  On 
the  coasts  of  Nova  Scotia  may  be  seen  eighty-one  different 
small  seams  of  coal,  in  more  than  twenty  of  which  stumps  of 
trees  are  seen  standing  erect  with  their  roots  in  the  fire-clay, 
and  their  trunks  at  right  angles  to  the  original  plane  of  strati- 


Ereot  *  .?iL  IrCM.— Coal  3il«u_n;«,  bens  SooHs. 

fication,  and  their  tops  apparently  rotted  off  at  the  surface  of 
the  ancient  water  or  bog.  In  the  sandstone  which  fills  their 
interior  are  sometimes  found  fern-leaves,  which  had  evidently 
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entered  with  the  sediment  after  the  stumpa  had  decayed  and 
become  hollow,  and  while  they  were  still  standing  under  wa- 
ter. 

It  is  Btirprising  to  observe  how  many  fortunate  contingen- 
cies must  combine  in  a  coal-seam  to  furnish  a  valuable  body  of 
coal.  To  this  must  be  added  a  far  larger  number  of  cireum- 
Btances  to  make  a  prosperous  business,  as  will  be  noticed  in  the 
chapter  on  the  conditions  of  success  in  the  coal-trade.  But, 
while  few  coal-seams  are  perfect  in  all  respects,  there  are  scarce- 
ly any  of  the  difficulties  mentioned  which  cannot  be  overcome 
by  the  application  of  the  necessary  skill,  labor,  and  expense. 

From  what  has  already  been  said,  such  readers  as  know 
nothing  whatsoever  about  mines  will  have  learned  that  coal  is 
not  found  in  masses  extending  to  the  surface  and  excavated 
like  building-stone  from  great  open  quarries.  Such  instances 
as  that  at  the  open  mine  at  Summit  Hill  are  very  rare  indeed, 
and  could  only  exist  to  a  limited  extent  in  the  infency  of  the 
mining-business.  As  this  account  is  written  for  all,  it  may  be 
well  here  briefly  to  describe  the  plan  of  a  coal-mine  of  the  most 
simple  kind  in  a  nearly  horizontal  seam.  First,  a  narrow  tun- 
nel is  mined  out  in  the  coal-seam,  only  wide  enough  for  a  rail- 
road-track, for  a  large  or  a  very  email  car,  according  to  the 
thickness  of  the  seam  of  coal.  In  thin  seams,  these  railroads 
are  very  diminutive.  From  the  main  gangway,  branch-roads 
are  made  to  the  right  and  left,  and  from  these  are  opened  wide 
chambers,  as  large  as  tlie  strength  of  the  roof-rock  and  the 
hardness  of  the  coal  will  allow,  and  in  these  the  roof  is  usually 
temporarily  supported  by  wooden  props,  as  well  as  by  pillars, 
or  portions  of  the  unmined  coal  left  in  proper  position  for  the 
piUTpose  of  support  between  the  chambers  and  between  them 
and  the  roads  or  gangways.  Thus  our  coal  is  mined  out  under- 
ground, each  miner  working  by  the  light  of  a  lamp,  and  con- 
stantly making  his  workshop  larger  and  larger,  with  a  solid 
rock-roof  over  his  head,  a  rock-floor  beneath  his  feet,  and  the 
side-walls  of  black,  unmined  coal.     {See  plate  on  page  145.) 

The  mining  of  anthracite  coal  is  done  chiefly  by  blasting. 
The  work  of  mining  bituminous  coal  is  done  by  cutting  benea^ 
the  coal-seam  as  far  as  the  miner  can  reach  with  a  very  sharp- 
pointed  slender  pick,  and  also  along  the  side  of  the  chamber. 
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Then,  by  driving  in  wedges  horizontally  along  the  top,  the  mass 
of  coal  ie  thrown  down.  Powder  is  occasionally  used  in  small 
charges,  instead  of  wedges,  but  the  use  of  it  is  objectionable,  on 
account  of  the  coal  being  thus  broken  too  fine  and  causing  too 
much  waste  where  it  is  desirable  to  have  lump  or  coarse  coal. 
The  manner  of  worldng  coal,  however,  depends  upon  the  size 
and  peculiar  character  of  the  bed,  and  is  therefore  very  different 
in  the  various  regions  and  even  in  different  mines  in  the  same 
r^on,  but  it*iS  work  which  requires  skill  and  practice,  particu- 
larly in  the  mining  of  bituminous  coal. 

In  opening  a  mine  a  single  gangway  is  first  driven  in  the 
coal-seam,  a  c,'  but  it  is  very  soon  found  that  mining  to  any 
extent  cannot  be  done  in  this  way,  as,  after  going  in  a  short 
distance,  say  about  100  yards,  the  air  becomes  impure,  so 
that  a  man  cannot  labor,  and  even  life  cannot  be  sustained.  To 
obviate  this  difficulty,  a  second  gangway,  5  d,  must  be  made 
parallel  to  the  first,  with  a  cross-passage,  a  h,  communicating 
from  one  to  the  other  at  the  farther  end.  When  this  is  done, 
fresh  air  will  come  in  at  one  opening,  cross  over  and  pass  out 
at  the  other.  This  second  gangway  is  called  the  air-course, 
but  it  is  made  to  begin  from  a  shaft,  U,  over  which  a  chimney 
is  erected,  and,  when  necessary,  a  fire  is  kept  burning  at  the 
bottom  of  the  shaft.  The  draught  thus  produced '  carries  up  the 
air,  and  thus  fresh  air  is  forced  to  pass  into  the  main  gangway 
or  entrance  of  the  mines,  D,  or  the  down-cast  in  the  shaft,  and 
in  succession  through  all  the  passages  and  chambers  in  the 
mines,  by  preventing  communication  between  them  except  in 
one  direction.  As  the  gangway  and  air-passages  are  extended, 
new  openings,  e  d,  communicating  from  them  to  the  other  parts 
of  the  mine,  are  opened,  and  the  old  ones,  a  h,  closed. 

A  very  interesting  point  in  regard  to  the  ventilation  of 
mines  is  the  dividing,  or,  as  the  miners  call  it,  splUting  the  air. 
When  mines  became  extensive,  the  forcing  all  the  air  in  one 
current  through  all  parts  of  the  mines  was  attended  with  in- 
convenience and  difficulty ;  the  progress  was  slow,  and  al!  the 
impurities  of  the  whole  mine  were  carried  through  every  part 
of  it.  It  is  found,  however,  that  if  a  current  of  air  is  allowed 
to  select  between  two  passages,  both  communicating  with  the 


'Fig.  19. 


»  Fig,  20. 
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upcast  or  ventilating  chimney,  it  will  not  all  take  the  shortest, 
hut  will  divide  iteelf,  a  portion  going  through  one  Bet  of  head- 
ings  or  breasts,  and   the-  remainder  through  the   other   set. 


I 


Strange  to  say,  it  has  been  proved  that  the  quantity  of  air  thus 
passed  in  each  case,  or  the  sum  of  the  two  quantities,  is  very 
much  greater  than  what  had  passed  through   before  it  was 
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divided.  In  other  words,  the  quantity  of  air  brought  into  a 
mine  may  be  increased  by  increasing  the  number  of  distinct 
currents  to  the  upcast  shaft.  The  expansion  of  the  air,  from 
becoming  heated  in  the  mines,  may  in  part  at  least  account  for 
the  greater  power  acquired  in  the  current  of  air  referred  to. 
The  proper  ventilation  of  mines  requires  some  knowledge  and 
experience,  and  good  management  on  the  part  of  the  mining 
engineer  or  superintendent ;  therefore,  this  constitutes  an  im- 
portant part  of  his  duties. 


'*:' 
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THE  FIRST  OR  ALLEGHANY  COAL-FIELD. 

The  most  importaat  feature  of  the  North-American  Oon- 
tiaent  in  connection  with  our  subject  is  the  Alleghany  Moun- 
tain, which  18  called  the  Cumberland  Mountain  in  the  South, 
and  which  contains,  or  rather  is  the  eastern  boundary  of,  the 
largest  and  in  all  respects  the  most  important  of  the  American 
coal-regions.  The  whole  length  of  this  mountain  is  about  1,300 
miles,  but  the  portion  containing  coal,  extending  from  the 
n(trthem  part  of  Pennsylvania  to  near  the  central  part  of 
Alabama,  ia  about  875  miles  in  length ;  and  the  more  northern 
part,  containing  no  coal,  may  be  left  out  of  view.  The  most 
remarkable  peculiarity  about  this  mountain  is  the  great  regular- 
ity of  outline  of  the  east  or  rather  eontheast  summit  of  the 
ridges.  It  is  not  of  an  unusual  height,  and  does  not  vary  much 
in  altitude,  being  usually  about  1,000  feet  above  the  adjoining 
valley  and  about  2,000  feet  above- the  sea,  but  it  pursues  a 
remarkably  straight  course,  sometimes  hardly  diverging  from 
a  direct  line  for  a  distance  of  50  or  60  miles.  Throughout 
its  entire  length  it  pursues  a  uniformly  northeast  course,  and 
from  the  North  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna  in  Pennsylvania  to 
the  line  between  Tennessee  and  Alabama,  where  its  southern 
extremity  is  severed  by  the  Tennessee  River,  it  is  one  con- 
tinuous, unbroken  range  of  high  table-land,  except  where  it  is 
in  a  great  measure  divided  in  West  Virginia  by  the  Kanawha 
River  and  its  branch  the  New  River,  and  throughout  this  whole 
length  there  is  no  clean  cut  through  the  range.  The  highest  geo- 
logical formations  are  the  coal-measures,  which  dip  westwardly 
at  a  steeper  angle  than  the  inclination  of  the  mountain,  and 
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bring  in  other  and  higher  beds  as  the  distance  from  the  mqun- 
tain  increases.  In  Southern  Pennsylvania  several  other  ridges 
occur  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountain,  called  Negro  Mountain, 
Laurel  Hill,  aud  Chestnut  Eidge,  about  10  miles  apart,  and  each 
about  10  miles  wide  at  the  base  crowned  by  conglomerate 
rocks. — (J.  T.  Hodge,  in  "  American  Cyclopfedia.") 

This  great  Alleghany  coal-region  of  Western  Pennsylvania 
and  Virginia  narrows  down  through  Tennessee,  and  tapers  in 
several  parallel  fingers  into  Georgia  and  Alabama.  Its  eastern 
edge  is  well  defined  from  the  North  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna 
in  Northern  Pennsylvania  down  to  Chattanooga,  everywhere 
overlooking,  from  the  crest,  along  that  immense  line,  the  deep 
older  secondary  valleys  between  it  and  the  great  concentric 
curve  of  the  Highlands  in  New  York,  South  Mountain  in 
Pennsylvania,  Blue  Eidge  in  Virginia,  and  Smoky  Mountain 
farther  south.  Its  western  edge  is  everywhere  more  uncertain 
and  meandering  from  its  gentle  dips,  irregular  denudation,  and 
thinning  out  of  those  immense  deposits  of  sandstone  and  con- 
glomerate which  fringe  its  eastern  edge  with  parallel  subordi- 
nate mountains.  This  great  coal-region' may  be  said  to  have 
no  spurs  on  its  eastern,  but  innumerable  Bpiu-s  on  its  western 
margin.  Toward  the  northeast,  the  rising  of  its  sub-basins'in 
that  direction  brings  it  to  an  end  along  the  line  of  New  Yorlf 
State  in  six  long,  slender  parallel  fingers,  on  the  top  of  which 
the  last  remnants  of  the  lowest  seams  of  coal  linger,  and  are 
mined  at  Blossburg,  Towanda,  Ralston,  and  the  Mahoopeny 
in  Pennsylvania.  Such  is  also  necessarily  its  manner  of  termi- 
nating southward  in  Georgia  and  Alabama,  in  the  three  or  four 
long  mountain-prongs  the  Lookout,  Eaecoon,  and  Huntsville 
Mountains,  which  all  retain  upon  their  summits  fragmentary 
patches  of  the  coal,  including  the  one,  two,  or  three  lower  beds. 
—(J.  P.  Lesley.) 

Although  it  will  be  necessary  .to  describe  the  coal-regions  as 
they  are  divided  by  State  lines,  yet  it  is  important,  in  the  first 
place,  to  get  a  correct  general  idea  of  this,  the  first  or  eastern 
coal-field  as  a  whole.  "  This  great  coal-field,"  •  says  Rogers, 
"  almost  the  largest  expanse  of  continuous  coal-measures  in  the 
world,  possesses  a  length  of  875  miles,  and  a  maximum  breadth 
between  its  eastern  outcrop  in  Southern  Pennsylvania,  and  its 


Hosted  by 


Google 


104  THE  FIRST  OR  ALLEGHaNT  COAL-FIELD. 

■western  in  Korthem  Ohio,  of  about  180  miles,  wliile  it  covers 
about  56,000  equare  miles  of  the  earth's  sm^ace." '  It  extends, 
as  has  already  been  said,  from  Northern  Pennsylvania  to 
Kiddle  Alabama,  parallel  with  the  Appalachian  mountain- 
chains  east  of  it,  many  of  whose  ridges  rise  -within  its  borders 
and  insulate  valleys  of  the  coal-bearing  strata. 

A  good  general  idea  of  its  structure  can  be  obtained  by  a 
careful  study  of  the  rivers  by  which  it  is  drained,  assisted  by 
brief  descriptions  of  its  formation.  The  geological  counterpart 
of  the  Alleghany  Mountain  on  the  east,  is  found  on  the  west 
side  of  this  great  coal-basin  in  the  anticlinal  axis  passing 
through  the  west  end  of  Lake  Erie,  where  it  forms  several 
islands,  and  which  extends  thence  in  a  southwestern  direction 
past  Cincinnati,  and  thence  through  the  central  part  of  Ken- 
tuclty  and  Tennessee.  For,  although  there  is  no  mountain  now 
appearing  on  the  surface,  it  being  a  low  and  broad  axis  of 
elevation,  there  has  evidently  been  a  vast  upheaval  of  the  lower 
rochs  ;  so  that,  if  we  can  imagine  the  irregularly-disposed  upper 
deposits  of  drift  and  soil  removed,  or  the  denuded  formations 
restored,  we  would  see  this  as  the  western  rim  of  this  great 
basin  from  which  all  the  rocks  of  Eastern  Ohio  dip  eastward, 
just  as  from  the  eastern  brow  of  the  Alleghany  Mountain  they 
dip  westward  and  those  of  H^orthern  Pennsylvania  south- 
ward. The  outer  borders  of  this  vast  basin  in  Ohio,  from  Cin- 
cinnati to  the  Scioto  River,  contain  no  coal,  which  is  confined  to 
the  interior  space  or  eastern  part  of  that  State,  where  the  strong 
foundation  of  conglomerate  rock  has  preserved  it  for  our  use. 
On  the  western  border,  in  Ohio,  the  Scioto  River  is  seen  borne 
off  southward  by  the  outcrop  of  the  conglomerate,  while  the 
drainage  of  the  conglomerate  upper  surface  is  eastward  into  the 
bosom  of  the  basin.  On  the  northern  boundary,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, of  what  is  left  of  the  coal-basins,  the  West  Branch  of  the 
Susquehanna  cuts  through  and  across  the  northern  finger- 
points. 

Along  the  uniform  eastern,  or  rather  northeast  and  south- 
'  The  following  ar«  the  areaa  of  the  portions  in  each  State,  viz. :  Pennsylvania, 
I2,11i;  Maryland,  650;  Ohio,  10,000;  West  Virginia,  16,000;  Eastern  Kentuofcj, 
8,983;  Tennessee,  G,100;  and  Alabama,  fi,S30,  or  in  all  58,787  square  miles.  Those 
of  Pencsylvauia  and  Eastern  Kentucky  are  the  result  of  Burreys  and  careful  oalcu. 
Istion ;  the  others  are  estimates,  and  probably  some  of  them  are  not  very  accurate. 
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west  boundary  of  the  Alleghany  Mountain,  hundreds  of  miles 
long,  no  streams  of  any  magnitude  flow  out  of  it  eastward,  its 
straight,  sharp  edge  forming  the  most  uniform  divide  or  water- 
shed on  the  continent.  As  we  follow  it  farther  south,  we  see 
the  Tennessee  Kiver  following  along  its  eastern  outcrop,  seek- 
ing in  vain  for  a  passage  westward,  from  Virginia  to  Alabama, 
until  it  finds  it  at  the  great  rift  through  the  narrow  neck 
of  this  vast  eoal-tteld  at  Chattanooga  just  as  the  North  and 
West  Branches  of  the  Susquehanna  cut  across  its  narrow 
northern  extremities.  But  the  rivers  and  streams  in  the  in- 
terior of  this  area  show  in  a  most  striking  manner  its  basin-like 
form  as  far  south  as  "West  Virginia,  and  its  general  structure. 
The  Alleghany  Kiver  drains  it  from  near  the  south  border  of 
New  York  down  over  the  south-dipping  strata  through  the 
northern  central  part  of  the  basin.  The  Beaver  Kiver  and 
other  smaller  streams  perform  the  same  office  a  little  farther 
west,  while,  as  before  noticed,  in  Ohio,  the  Muskingum  Kiver 
and  other  shorter,  smaller  streams  within  the  coal-basin  empty- 
ing into  the  Ohio,  indicate  the  dip  of  the  rocks  in  that  quarter. 
But  the  strangest  of  all  is  the  anomalous  course  of  the  Monon- 
gahela  Eiver,  almost  the  only  one  in  the  United  States  which 
flows  northward,  not  belonging  either  to  the  system  of  rivers 
which  flow  into  the  Atlantic  nor  apparently  to  those  which 
flow  into  the  Mississippi,  but  simply  the  water-way  for  the 
interior  of  this  great  coal-basin,  running  northward  to  the  Ohio 
with  but  little  faU,  and  keeping  in  the  same  geological  level  in 
the  Barren  Measures  midway  between  the  upper  and  lower 
systems  of  coal-seams.  Its  neighhor,  the  Toughiogheny,  empty- 
ing into  it  from  the  southeast,  indicates  the  same  basin-like 
formation. 

Then,  finally,  the  Ohio  mates  a  detour  northwestward 
around  the  upper  coal-measures  and  runs  down  the  middle  of 
the  great  coal-field  against  the  shales  of  the  Barren  Measures, 
as  far  as  Burlington,  at  the  Kentucky  line,  and  then  turns  and 
breaks  across  the- lower  rocks  toward  Cincinnati.  South, of 
the  Ohio,  on  tlie  west  side  of  the  basin,  the  Kanawha  ents 
another  course  through  the  rim  of  the  basin,  making  a  large 
amount  of  the  coal-seams  more  accessible,  and  its  valley  with  its 
branch  the  New  Eiver,  as  before  noticed,  being  the  only  water- 
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eonrse  through  the  coal-measures  from  east  to  west  in  the  whole 
length  of  the  field.  The  Big  Sandy  and  the  head-waters  of  the 
Cumberland  are  thrown  off  westward ;  and,  finally,  the  south- 
ern detached  Alabama  coal-field,  dipping  southward,  shows  the 
structure  and  inclination  of  the  strata  by  the  course  of  the  Eig 
"Warrior  and  its  branches,  with  a  fall  of  1,000  feet  down  to  Tus- 
caloosa. There  is  no  sheet  of  water  within  the  boundaries  of 
this  great  coal-field  deserving  the  name  of  a  lake.  Further  de- 
tails on  this  subject  will  be  given  in  considering  the  several 
regions  separately.  The  reader  is  particularly  referred  to 
Prof.  W.  B.  Eogers's  fine  description  of  the  general  plan  and 
structure  of  this  vast  coal-formation,  which  will  be  found  under 
the  heading  of  "  West  Virginia." 

In  loolting  over  this  very  extensive  region  of  country,  which 
is  BO  richly  supplied  with  mineral  coal  of  every  variety,  and 
observing  the  great  number  and  fine  size  Qf  the  seams,  many 
readers  will  be  liable  to  over-estimate  the  real  present  value  in 
a  commercial  sense  of  the  land  which  contains  it  and  the  acces- 
sibility of  its  mineral  treasures.  Let  us,  therefore,  make  some 
corrections. 

It  is  easy  to  define  on  a  map  the  varieties  of  the  surface, 
such  as  mountains,  valleys,  and  prairies,  or  even  the  nature  of 
the  soil  and  surface-rocks,  or  the  geological  formations,  but, 
until  the  treasures  beneath  the  surface  have  been  developed  by 
mining  or  searching  for  them,  all  that  a  geological  map  can 
show  as  to  the  coal-fields  is,  to  define  the  limits  of  the  system 
of  surface-rocks  in  which  experience  has  proved  that  coal  may 
be  expected  to  be  found.  This  system  of  rocks,  called  the  Car- 
boniferous, is  generally  several  hundred  feet  in  thickness, 
and  embraces  not  only  the  beds  of  coal  and  the  rocks  imme- 
diately over  them,  but  also  those  upon  which  the  coal  is  placed 
which  forms  the  foundation  or  floor  of  the  coal-formation. 
These  lower  rocks  belong  scientifically  to  the  Carboniferous 
formation,  because  they  contain  fossils  of  eoal-plants.  Occa- 
sionally small  seams  of  coal  are  found  in  them.  Sometimes 
these  formations  are  of  very  great  thickness,  covering  a  wide 
area  outside  of  the  eoal-seams,  and  therefore  form  a  proper 
subject  for  deduction  when  we  come  to  scrutinize  the  area  of 
actual  eoal-produeing  territory. 
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In  many  places,  too,  the  coal  is  fonnd  only  on,  the  highest 
ground,  perhaps  on  the  summits  of  the  hills  or  mountains,  the 
valleys  being  destitute  of  coal.  But  the  small  scale  on  which 
maps  are  drawn  does  not  permit  the  proper  representation  to 
the  eye  of  these  barren,  intermediate  spaces,  or,  from  the  want 
of  full  and  correct  geological  surveys,  we  have  no  proper  data 
for  the  corrections.  In  some  localities  there  may  be  one  large 
or  upper  seam  of  coal  which,  either  from  its  size,  or  the  supe- 
rior quality  of  its  coal,  is,  in  the  present  state  of  the  coal-mar- 
tet,  the  only  one  that  is  available  or  valuable,  and  which  may 
cover  a  comparatively  limited  area,  while  there  are  other  lower, 
smaller,  less  valuable  seams,  or  of  inferior  quality,  but  extend- 
ing over  a  far  greater  extent  of  territory,  or  perhaps  buried  at 
an  inaccessible  depth,  and  which  are  scarcely  ever  mentioned 
or  thought  of  by  the  land-owner.  A  good  example  of  this  is 
the  great  Pittsburg  seam,  and  the  Barren  Measures,  more  than 
300  feet  in  thickness,  which  are  immediately  beneath  it.  The 
latter  has  a  wide  extent,  covering  often  very  large  areas  to  a 
great  depth  where  the  topography  is  such  aa  to  postpone  for-a 
long  time  the  probabiUty  of  the  deeply-buried  lower  coal-mea&- 
ures  being  siined. 

Add  to  all  this  the  want  of  railroads,  or  navigable  streams, 
or  other  avenues  to  market,  the  large  amount  of  capital  re- 
quired to  make  such  improvements,  to  open  mines,  and  carry 
on  mining  operations,  the  many  contiiigencies  and  risks  attend- 
ing the  coal  business,  which  are  given  more  in  detail  in  a  sub- 
sequent chapter  on  the  coal-trade,  and  the  want  of  demand  for 
the  fuel  within  a  proper  distance,  for,  after  all,  coal  is  only 
valuable  where  there  is  a  consumer. 

These  are  some  of  the  reasons  which  should  lessen  the  envy 
which  those  who  have  no  coal  might  feel  toward  some  of  the 
possessors  of  these  coal-regions.  In  some  respects,  coal  in  the 
ground,  like  a  good  soil  on  the  surface,  is  not  valuable  in  itself 
or  alone,  but  is  only  a  place  where  that  which  is  useful  to  man 
can  be  produced  by  the  expenditure  of  labor.  Still,  with  all 
the  corrections  that  may  be  made,  this  great  Alleghany  coal- 
field is  one  of  remarkable  and  even  of  wonderful  extent,  almost 
the  largest  and  most  valuable  in  the  world,  and,  considering 
the  anthracite  regions  as  a  part  of  it,  it  produces  every  possible 


Hosted  by 


Google 


108  THE  FIRST  OR  ALLEGHANY  COALFIELD. 

variety  of  tlie  best  qualities  of  fuel.  "  Xo  political  economist 
now  would  dare  to  estimate  the  present  or  future  ricliee  of  a 
people  and  th'eir  resources  without  taking  for  a  basis  of  bis  cal- 
culations tbe  facilities  for  procuring  a  supply  of  coal.  The  most 
celebrated  geographers  and  philosophers  of  our  time  have  as- 
Berted  that  the  Continent  of  North  America,  and  especially  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi,  -wovdd  at  a  future  day  become  inhab- 
ited by  the  densest  and  most  civilized  population  of  the  world, 
because  it  has  in  its  extensive  coal-fields  the  largest  amount  of 
coal,  that  originator  of  industrial  life." — (Lesquereux.) 

Another  very  interesting  subject  in  connection  with  this 
great  coal-field  is,  the  distribution  of  the  several  kinds  of  coal 
produced  in  its  various  parts. 

l^orthwestem  Qradation  of  the  Coai. 

The  variety  inthe  kinds  of  eoal  found  in  different  localities, 
suggests  the  inquiries  as  to  whether  it  is  fortuitous,  or  whether 
there  is  any  general  law  by  which  it  is  governed ;  what  is  the 
\k\\,  and  how  is  the  eiFeet  produced  ?  In  a  universe  governed 
by  law  there  must  be  some  system  to  the  coal-fonnations. 

One  of  the  most  obvious  phenomena  in  regard  to  our  Penn- 
sylvania anthracite  eoal-iielda  is,  that  the  hardest  coal  is  found 
in  the  east  ends  of  the  first  and  second  coal-basins,  contrasting 
very  strongly  with  the  soft,  free-bnming,  semi-anthracite  of 
their  west  ends.  The  line  of  gradation  in  softness  might,  at 
first  glance,  appear  to  he  from  east  to  west,  perhaps  on  account 
of  these  two  fields  lying  nearly  in  that  direction.  But  a  little 
observation  will  show  us  that,  in  fact,  the  course  of  this  pro- 
gression is  from  the  southeast  toward  the  northwest.  A  line, 
crossing  this  course  at  right  angles,  and  thus  corresponding 
nearly  with  the  general  course  of  the  Atlantic  coast,  would 
represent  the  crest,  as  it  were,  of  the  wave  of  change. — ^Upon 
a  geological  map,  the  southeast-northwest  course  would  first 
strike  the  stony  anthracite  fields  of  Rhode  Island  and  Massa- 
chusetts, in  which,  under  a  high  temperature  and  intense  press- 
ure, all  volatile  matter  has  been  expelled,  and  all  vegetable 
impressions  obliterated. 

The  next  coal-field,  as  we  move  the  line  northwestward,  ia 
the  Old  Lehigh  Navigation  Company's  mines  near  Maucb 


Hosted  by 


Google 


GBADATION  IN  THE  KINDS  OF  COAL.  109 

CIronk,  then  the  Hazelton  Beaver  Meadow,  and  other  Lehigh 
basins,  before  referred  to,  producing  the  hardest  anthracite, 
which  is  of  peculiar  value  for  fonndery  purposes,  in  melting  pig- 
iron,  A  little  farther  northwestward  comes  the  Pottsville 
coal,  of  a  medium  hardness ;  and  here  also,  by  this  rule,  we  are 
in  the  line  of  the  Great  Northern,  or  "Wyoming  and  Lacka- 
wanna coal-field.  This  third  coal-field  lies  in  nearly  a  north- 
east and  southwest  course,  and,  according  to  the  theory  pro- 
posed, it  should  produce  throughout  its  entire  length  from  the 
same  seams,  a  nearly  uniform  quality  of  coal  as  regards  its 
hardness.  This  is  found  to  be  the  ease.  If  there  be  any  ob- 
servable difference,  that  produced  by  the  Delaware  &  Hudson 
Canal  Company,  in  the  north  horn  of  this  crescent-shaped  field, 
should  be  a  little  the  hardest,  and  that  from  Nanticoke  and 
Shietsbinny  the  softest.  That  produced  in  the  central  part  of 
the  field  at  Scranton  and  "Wilkesbarre  should,  in  obedience  to 
this  theory,  be  of  the  same  general  character  as  that  from  the 
same  seams  of  the  Hahanoy  and  of  the  widest  portion  of  the 
Schuylkill  basins.  As  we  move  our  line  farther  northwestwawi, 
it  first  passes  the  extremity  of  the  southern  fork  of  the  first 
coal-field,  then  that  of  the  north  fork,  while  the  line  has  not 
much  passed  Shamokin  in  the  second  field,  leaving  the  Trevor- 
ton  end  of  that  field  the  softest  of  all  the  anthracite  coal  in  the 
three  regions — as  it  is  known  to  be.  It  is  thus  described  in 
the  State  Geological  Ueport :  "  Passing  the  meridian  of  the 
Shamokin  Gap,  the  coal  acquires  a  sensible  quantity  of  inflam- 
mable gas,  carburetted  hydrogen,  characteristic  of  the  bitumi- 
nous and  semi-bituminoii3  class  of  coals,  and  the  proportion  of 
this  ingredient  seems  rapidly  to  increase  as  we  draw  near  to 
the  extremity  of  the  basin.'  It  seems  to  exist  in  the  coal  in 
the  gaseous  form,  or,  if  a  portion  is  in  a  condition  of  liquid 
bitumen,  it  is  in  quantity  too  minute  to  cause  the  coal  to  soften 
and  form  coke.  The  coal  is  therefore  to  be  regarded  as  an 
anthracite,  but  of  modified  properties." 

It  might  have  been  noticed,  in  passing,  that  the  character 
of  the  coal  produced  in  the  two  prongs  at  the  east  end  of  the 
Schuylkill  basins  forms  no  exception  to  the  supposed  rule,  being 
a.  little  harder  than  the  Shamokin,  and  softer  than  the  Pottsville, 
>  Mr  Daddow  (hinka  there  U  no  gradation,  but  a  sudden  change  in  the  anthradte. 
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PasBmg  northwest  over  an  intermediate  space  in  wliich  no 
coal  is  found,  we  next  meet  with  the  detached  semi-anthracite 
coal-field  on  Birch  Creek,  Sullivan  County,  Pennsylvania,  which 
possesses  the  character  which  its  situation  requires,  having 
the  fracture  and  general  appearance  of  semi-bituminous  coal, 
but  burning  in  all  respects  like  anthracite  of  a  soft,  free-burning 
variety,  being  even  softer  than  the  Shamokin. 

The  semi-bituminoua  coal-field  of  Bloseburg  and  Barclay,  in 
Northern  Pennsylvania,  the  next  in  order,  and  that  of  Broad 
Top,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  and  the  Cumberland 
coal-region  in  Western  Maryland,  as  well  as  the  intermediate 
basins  of  Snowshoe  and  Phillipsborg,  Pennsylvania,  all  pro- 
duce coal  of  tlie  same  general  description,  and  all  lie  in  the 
Bame  northeast  and  southwest  course.  This  zone  of  coal  is  of 
a  transition  kind,  and  the  changes  seen  in  all  coal  elsewhere, 
southeast  or  northwest  of  this  line,  seem  to  show  that  this  ie 
the  only  part  of  the  country  iu  which  this  peculiar  quality  of 
dry  semi-bituminous  coal,  making  a  good,  hollow  fire  for  the 
blacksmith,  may  be  expected  to  be  fotmd ;  .but  it  might  be 
looked  for  anywhere  on  the  east  side  of  the  Alleghany  coal- 
field southwest  from  Cumberland,  Maryland,  even  down  to 
Chattanooga  or  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  although  the  southern 
extension  may  represent  a  more  central  part  of  that  great  field. 
The  Tennessee  coal,  by  its  analysis,  must  be  semi-bituminous. 

The  insulated  character  of  the  Pennsylvania  semi-bitumi- 
noua fields  does  not  permit  us  to  fix  their  original  width,  but 
this  coal  seems  to  extend  into  the  southeastern  edge  of  the 
main  body  of  the  Alleghany  field,  and  becomes  more  bitumi- 
nous toward  Johnstown. 

Prof.  H.  D.  Rogers  ascertained  by  analysis  in  1837  that  the 
quantity  of  volatile  matter  in  the  coal  of  the  great  Alleghany 
coal-field  increased  in  a  northwestern  direction  from  16  per 
cent,  in  the  southeast  to  50  per  cent,  on  the  Ohio  Kiver.  He 
further  reports  that  this  progression  is  observable  in  the  same 
bed,  as,  fijr  example,  the  Pittsburg  seam,  which  contains  15 
per  cent,  on  the  Potomac,  in  the  Cumberland  basin,  31  per 
cent,  at  Blairsville,  and  43  per  cent,  at  Pittsburg  and  on  the 
Kanawha.  The  Brier  Hi]]  coal,  in  Ohio,  which  has  since  been 
I,  contains  as  much  as  40  per  cent. 
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In  tlie  nortliwestem  part  of  the  AUeghany  coal-re^on  near 
the  State  line  at  Yoimgatown,  Ohio,  and  about  Sharpsburg,  on 
the  Pennsylvania  side,  is  found  this  peculiar  and  very  valuable 
laminated  splint  coal,  known  in  the  region  as  "block-coal," 
highly  esteemed  for  smelting  iron  in  the  Mahoning  Valley. 
It  also  commands  a  large  market  at  and  from  the  ports  of  Erie 
and  Cleveland,  as  a  grate  and  steam  coal  in  the  West.  The 
Big  Muddy  coal  mined  at  Carhondale,  Illinois,  and  brought  out 
to  Grand  Tower,  on  the  Mississippi  Biver,  below  St.  Louis,  and 
that  of  Chester,  are  of  a  quality  somewhat  similar  to  the  cele- 
brated Ormsby  and  Brier  Hill  coal  above  described,  and  lie 
nearly  in  a  southwestern  direction  from  the  Youngstown  and 
Sharpsburg  region. 

A  good  quality  of  coal  occurs  at  Brazil,  in  Clay  County, 
Indiana,  between  Terre  Haute  and  Indianapolis,  on  the  east 
edge  of  the  IHinois  coal-field,  which  has  been  successfully  used 
in  blast-furnaces.  This  is  the  mueh-talked-of  block-coal  of 
Indiana. 

The  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  coal-regions  are  in 
the  same  coal  parallel  with  some  parts  of  the  Alleghany  re- 
gions, producing  bituminous  coal  of  the  same  quality.  Tho 
supposed  meridian  line,  when  traced  for  long  distances,  like  all 
Nature's  lines,  probably  assumes  a  eui'ving  form,  conformable 
to  the  great  flexures  of  the  continent. 

But,  as  we  extend  our  observations  farther  to  the  northwest 
into  the  other  coal-fields,  we  meet  with  other  important  changes 
in  the  character  of  the  coal,  the  most  noticeable  of  which,  aa 
affecting  its  economic  value,  is  the  presence  of  a  largely-in- 
creased quantity  of  water  and  sulphur.  The  coal  of  the  Alle- 
ghany coal-field  is  so  uniformly  dry  that  the  quantity  of  water 
it  contains  is  scarcely  ever  noticed  in  the  tables  of  analysis. 
For  all  the  useful  purposes  to  which  coal  can  be  applied,  that 
produced  in  the  great  Alleghany  coal-field,  extending  from  To- 
wanda  and  Blossburg  in  Northern  Pennsylvania  to  Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama,  and  from  Mauch  Chunk,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  east, 
to  Masslllon,  Ohio,  in  the  west,  is  very  far  superior  to  any  other 
coal  on  this  continent,'  The  coals  of  the  Illinois  and  Missouri 
regions  are  highly  charged  with  water,  those  of  northern 
Illinois  containing  as  high  as  12  per  cent. ;  hence,  and  because 
>  Except  the  lodiana  and  Nova  Scotia  coals. 
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they  are  so  sulphurous,  they  disintegrate  rapidly  on  exposure  to 
the  atmosphere. 

Moving  our  parallel  farther  northwestward,  we  come  to  a 
zone  of  inferior  coal,  mined  at  Jackson,  Michigan,  and  at 
Belleville,  Illinois,  St.  Louis  being  supplied  from  the  latter. 
Also,  farther  northwest,  we  have  that  produced  along  the 
northern  part  of  the  Illinois  coal-field,  at  "Wilmington  and  La 
Salle ;  and  southwest  from  them  is  Bevier,  in  Missouri,  five 
miles  west  of  Macon,  on  the  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  Kailroad. 
They  are  equally  sulphurous,  and  contain  so  large  a  percentage 
of  hygrometric  moisture  as  to  fix  them  in  the  same  class  beyond 
question.  But  as  yet  there  appears  to  be  but  little  evidence  of 
any  gradation  in  the  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Missouri  coal-fields. 
They  appear  to  have  been  beyond  the  influence  of  the  meta- 
morphosing agencies  which  improved  the  coal  farther  toward 
the  east.  But  there  is  evidence  of  their  effect  in  Arkansas, 
where  a  semi-anthracite  or  semi-bituminous  coal  ie  produced. 
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Peshstltania  has,  ■within  her  borders,  not  onlj  all  the 
valoable  anthracite  coal  of  America,  but  she  possesses  the  finest 
field  of  bituminous  coal,  not  surpassed  by  any  for  tlie  beauty 
of  its  structure,  and  affording  every  variety  of  that  description 
of  coal  of  the  best  qualities,  and  in  a  very  accessible  form.  To 
avoid  misapprehension  as  to  the  situation  of  this  coal-region,  a 
glance  at  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  outside  of  the  bitumi- 
nous coal-region  is  first  necessary.  The  southeast  angle  of  tlie 
State,  from  Philadelphia  northwestward  to  Harrisburg  and 
Peading,  may  be  considered  as  a  fertile,  undulating  plain,  rising 
gradually  to  an  elevation  of  from  150  to  300  feet,  composed  of 
both  the  oldest  and  the  newest  rocks  of  the  State.  This  plain 
of  the  Atlantic  slope  is  bounded  on  the  northwest  by  the 
South  Mountain,  which  runs  from  Easton  to  Reading,  and  then 
with  a  long  interval  begins  again  west  of  the' Susquehanna  be- 
tween Cumberland  and  York  Counties,  and  runs  through 
Adams  County  into  Maryland  and  Yirginia  under  the  name  of 
the  Blue  Ridge.  This  ridge  is,  in  Pennsylvania,  a  stony,  nar- 
row mountain,  only  400  to  500  feet  high  above  the  adjoining 
valleys,  and  composed  of  primary  rocks  and  Potsdam  sand- 
stone, the  lowest  in  geological  position  of  foasiliferous  rocks. 
Proceeding  northwestward,  crossing  the  Cumberland  Valley, 
which  is  from  10  to  18  miles  wide,  composed  of  Trenton  lime- 
stone and  Hudson  Eiver  slate,  the  next  two  formations  in 
geological  order,  we  now  come  to  a  series  of  ridges  and  nar- 
row valleys,  the  first  of  which  is  the  Blue  Ridge,  called  by  the 
Indians  the  Kittatinny,  or  Endless  Mountain,  being  a  continu- 
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0118  mountain  which  nowhere  siibaidee,  but  only  liere  and  there 
shifts  its  erest-ltne  by  a  jog  or  set-off,  and  has  no  interruption 
except  at  tlie  five  river-passea  or  water-gaps,  by  which  the 
rivers  Delaware,  Lehigh,  Schuylkill,  Swatara,  and  Susquehan- 
na, flow  through  it.  With  these  exceptions  it  is  one  continu- 
ous mountain,  about  500  feet  high,  from  Eondont,  on  the  Hud- 
son, southwestward  through  New  Yorh,  New  Jersey,  and 
Pennsylvania,  to  Franklin  County,  on  the  borders  of  Mary- 
land, a  distance  of  about  340  miles.  It  is  composed  of  Oneida 
conglomerate,  with  M.edina  sandstone  on  its  western  slope,  or 
fiDrming  its  second  ridge.  Going  on  northwestward  tliis  moun- 
tain is  succeeded  by  a  complex  chain  of  long,  narrow,  very 
level  sandstone  mountain-ridges,  separated  by  long,  narrow, 
parallel  shale  and  limestone  valleys,  which  are  the  result  of  an 
elevation  of  the  strata  or  earth's  crust  in  long,  slender,  parallel 
waves,  and  of  the  wearing  away  of  those  waves  by  water. 
This  is  a  region  more  than  50  miles  wide,  embracing  the  coun- 
ties of  Bedford  and  Fulton  on  the  south  line  of  the  State,  and 
r  northeastwardly  across  Pennsylvania  to  Wayne  and 


Pike  Counties,  and  composed  of  the  other  geological  forma- 
tions below  the  eoal,  but  including  the  anthracite  coal-regions. 
This  remarkable  district  shows  a  degree  of  disturbance  caused 
by  upheavals  in  a  wave-like  form,  and  a  bending  or  forcing  of 
these  vast  waves  together  apparently  by  a  force,  applied  from 
the  southeast,  which  is  truly  wonderful,  the  waves  being  often 
thrown  over  past  the  perpendicular,  and  then  the  broken  and 
exposed  edges  of  the  strata  worn  and  washed  off  or  denuded 
in  a  manner  and  to  an  extent  which  nothing  that  we  now  see 
in  Nature  would  enable  us  to  understand. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


GEOLOGICAL   SERIES. 


115 


The  effects  of  these  disturbing  forces  are  visible  to  a  less  ex- 
tent tliroughout  the  great  bituminoua  coal-region  west  of  the 
district  described,  and  it  is  mainly  on  this  account  that  this 
reference  to  them  has  been  made.  Nearly  the  whole  of  this  wide 
moantainons  zone  of  the  State  embraced  between  the  Cumber- 
land Yalley  and  the  principal  ridge  of  the  Alleghany  Mountain 
should  be  called  the  Appalachian  region  This  term  has  some- 
times been  applied  to  the  whole  of  the  great  bituminous  coal- 
bearing  table-land  which  traverses  the  United  States  from  New 
York  to  Alabama,  but,  for  the  sake  of  greater  exactness,  the 
latter  region  should  be  designated  as  the  Alleghany.  The  two 
systems  of  mountains  are  entirely  different,  both  in  their  ap- 
pearance and  geological  stinieture. 

Penmyhania  and  JTem  Torh  Geological  Nomenclatwei  in 
Order. 


F^n^.. 

H.  D.  R^»£eri'<  NoiaeDGl4[i]T4,  Fk. 

Gneiss 

Huronian,  Laurentian,  or 

Fri- 

I. 

Pnmal  slatea 

Potsdam  sandstone 

n. 

Calciferoua  sand-rock 
fChftzj  limestone 

J  Birdaeye       " 

1  Black  River  " 

1  Trenton 

^ 

III. 

Matinal  black  slate 

tJtica  slate 

"        bias      " 

Hudson  slate 

IV. 

Levant  graj  BandBtone 

"      red         " 

Shawn  junk  grit 

1 

Medina  aandslone 

T. 

Surgent  red  aliale 

Clinton  group 

Niagara  UmestoQB 
Onondaga  salt  group 

Tr. 

Sodent  limeBtone 

VIL 

Oriskany  sandstoae 

Cauda-galli  grit 

Schoharie  grit 

i 

VIII. 

Post-meridian  limestone 

Upper  Eclderberg 

•< 

Ottdent  lower  black  shalea 

Matcellus  shales 

"      oiive  ahiiles 

Hamilton      " 

"      upper  black  slates 

Genesee        " 

Vergeni  gray  sacdetone 

Portage  group 

ti 

"       oUve  9hale3 

Chemnng  " 

S 

IX. 

Ponent  red  sandstone 

catsMu  ;; 

X. 

Vespertine 

XI. 

Umbral  red  shale 

XII. 

Corioni/erOTM      Wanting 

in 

Xill. 

CoiL-MEAStntES 

"                    N.  Y. 
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Of  the  sixty-six  counties  in  Pennsylvania,  the  following 
twenty-five  contain  no  coal  whatever,  viz. ;  Philadelphia,  Dela- 
ware, Cliester,  Montgomery,  Bucks,  Northampton,  Lehigh,  Berke, 
Lebanon,  Lancaster,  York,  Adams,  Franklin,  Cumberland,  Mif- 
flin, Juniata,  Perry,  Snyder,  Union,  Montour,  Monroe,  Pike, 
Wayne,  Susquehanna,  and  Erie.  They  are  all  situated  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  State  above  described,  except  Erie,  which 
is  in  the  northwestern  comer.  The  anthracite  coal  of  Pennsyl- 
vania ie  situated  principally  in  the  four  counties  of  Dauphin, 
Schuylkill,  Carbon,  and  Luzerne ;  with  smaller  quantities,  the 
borders  of  the  basins  in  Northumberland  and  Colombia  Coun- 
ties, and  there  is  semi-anthracite  coal  in  Sullivan  and  a  little  in 
Wyoming  County. 


Msp  of  Fennflyl'BoiB,  showing  the  PgsiUona  of  thi 


I  of  the  Folds  In  the  Strata. 


Six  counties  contain  detached  fields  of  semi-bituminous  coal : 
Bradford,  Lycoming,  Tioga,  Huntingdon,  Bedford,  and  Fulton. 
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The  followiDg  twenty-seven  counties  in  the  western  and  north- 
western part  of  the  State  contain  hituminous  coal,  a  portion, 
of  which  along  the  eastern  margin  of  the  field  is  semi-bituminous, 
viz. :  Somerset,  Fayette,  Greene,  Washington,  Westmoreland, 
Cambria,  Indiana,  Armstrong,  Alleghany,  Beaver,  Lawrence, 
ButJer,  Clarion,  Jefferson,  Clearfield,  Blair,  Centre,  Clinton, 
Cameron,  Elk,  Forest,  Venango,  Mercer,  Crawford,  "Warren, 
MeKean,  and  Potter,  or  in  all  forty-one  coal-producing  counties. 
Of  so  vast  a  coal-region  with  a  very  intricate  structure,  only  a 
genera]  account"  can  be  given  in  the  limits  of  this  volume.  Its 
total  area  is  12,222  square  miles,  besides  80  miles  in  Broad 
Top,  and  472  in  tlie  anthracite  fields,  making  a  total  of  13,774 
square  miles  of  coal  of  all  kinds  in  Pennsylvania, 

General  Geologiccd  Sketch. 
The  counties  of  Greene  and  Washington,  and  parts  of  Alle- 
ghany and  Westmoreland,  in  the  southwestern  comer  of  the 
State,  although  not  the  highest  above  the  sea,  are  much  the 
highest  geologically.  This  ia  owing  to  the  strata  of  rock  dip- 
ping or  sinking  into  the  earth,  from  the  northeast  toward  the 
southwest,  faster  than  the  surface  descends.  Taking  our  posi- 
tion on  the  highest  land  in  Greene  County,  we  shall  there  ob- 
serve beds  of  shale  and  sandstone,  and  several  thin  seams  of 
coal,  that  are  not  to  be  found  in  any  other  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  but,  if  we  trace  them  toward  the  north  or  northeast,  we 
shall  observe  that  they  rise  nearer  the  surface  until  they  run 
out,  and  lower  seams  of  coal  can  be  seen  to  appear  in  the  ra- 
vines and  sides  of  the  hills,  which  again  give  place  to  others  in 
theii;tum.  Near  the  West  Virginia  line,  on  the  Monongahela 
River,  below  the  small  seams  mentioned,  is  a  fine  bed  of  coal, 
six  feet  thick,  called  the  Waynesburg,  which  is  above  the  Pitts- 
burg bed.  {See  fig.  on  page  224.)  Going  northward  down  the 
river,  this  soon  gets  higher  and  higher  in  the  hills,  until  it  runs 
out ;  and  the  Pittsburg  bed,  which  is  aboiil;  228  feet  lower,  and 
is  near  the  water's  edge  at  Brownsville,  gradually  rises  until,  at 
Pittsburg,  it  is  300  feet  above  the  river,  and  in  the  northern 
part  of  Alleghany  County  it  disappears  on  the  tops  of  the  hiUs. 
Then  in  going  farther  north  we  find  the  country  covered  with 
a  series  of  red  and  blue  shales  and  sandstones  with  no  good 


Hosted  by 


Google 


COAL^TRATA.  ng 

coal-seams,  but  soon  after,  in  ascending  the  Alleghany  Eiver, 
the  upper  seam  of  the  lower  coal-measures  appears  in  the 
bottom  of  the  river,  ■which  is  the  lowest  ground ;  and  so  on  in 
going  northward  each  of  the  lower  seams  appears,  spreads  east 
and  west,  is  seen  for  a  certain  distance,  and  then  runs  ont  in 
the  air.  In  the  more  northern  counties  of  the  State  only  the 
lower  seams  of  coal  are  found  on  the  highest  summits  of  the 
mountains,  and  that  only  in  detached  fields  or  comparatively 
small  fragments  of  basins. 

This  coal-region  must  be  viewed  in  three  aspects  :  First,  as 
it  was  formed  by  the  various  strata  of  rock  and  seams  of  coal 
being  laid  down  upon  each  other ;  second,  as  it  was  affected 
by  internal  forces,  which  lieaved  up  portions  of  it  along  certain 
lines  in  an  irregular  manner,  in  a  waving  form,  throwing  it  into 
a  series  of  great  arches  succeeding  each  other  from  the  south- 
east toward  the  northwest;  and  thirdly,  as  it  was  afterward 
affected  by  forces  acting  on  its  surface,  which  removed  parts 
of  the  upper  strata  and  coal  seams,  exposing  lower  rocks  and 
coal-seams,  leaving  only  fragmentary  portions,  or  cutting  deep 
channels  through  the  coal-measures  or  roeba  which  are  now 
occupied  by  rivers  and  smaller  streams. 

1.  Th£  Series  of  Ooal-Strata. — The  lower  coal  -measures, 
by  which  are  meant  the  rock-strata  and  coal-seams,  are  about 
600  feet  thick  on  the  Alleghany  Eiver  and  the  counties  adjoin- 
ing, and  contain  five  principal  seams  of  coal,  designated  in  the 
ascending  order  by  the  lettere  A,  B,  C,  D,  and  E,  of  which  B 
and  E  are  the  largest  and  most  reliable.  At  least  three- 
fourths  of  the  field  contains  only  these  lower  coal-measures. 
Next  above  occur  the  Barren  Measures,  which  are  from  407  to 
5T8  feet  in  thickness,  including  two  thin  seams  of  coal,  F  and 
G,  one  or  two  feet  thick.  Above  these  occur  the  upper  coal- 
measures,  from  200  to  240  feet  thick,  the  bottom  of  which  is 
the  first  seam  of  coal,  which  is  the  iamous  and  very  productive 
Pittsburg  seam  H,  above  which,  as  before  mentioned,  is  the 
"Waynesburg.  Above  the  upper  coal-measures  are  900  to  1,000 
feet  more  of  strata  in  Washington  and  Greene  Counties,  with 
some  thin  seams  of  coal,  but,  as  none  of  them  are  workable 
in  this  state,  these  may  be  properly  called  the  upper  Barren 
Measures.    There  is  in  the  nortliwestern  part  of  the  State  a 
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series  of  coal-raeaeures  below  that  above  described  as  the  lower 
coal-measures,  and  some  coal  also  occurs  in  a  similar  situation 
in  a  few  other  localities,  but  this  is  only  of  rare  occurrence. 
The  bituminous  coal-seams  of  Pennsylvania  are  never  as  large 
as  the  anthracite.  They  vary  in  thickness  from  one  to  two 
yards,  and  in  a  few  instances  in  some  localities  they  are  three 
and  four  yards  in  thickness.  Three  feet  of  pure  coal  is  con- 
sidered a  workable  seam. 

2.  UphsavaU  mto  Coal-Basins. — Throughout  the  whole 
field  east  and  northeast  of  the  Pittsburg  district,  and  to  a  less 
degree  in  the  latter,  the  rock-strata  and  coal-seams  are  not 
horizontal,  nor  do  they  even  form  one  general  basin,  but  they 
are  formed  into  a  number  of  vast  flexures  or  waves,  the  lines 
of  wliich  run  in  a  general  northeast  and  southwest  direction, 
dividing  the  field  west  or  northwest  of  the  Alleghany  Mountain 
into  six  great  troughs  or  basins.  The  first  two  on  the  east 
,  side  run  across  the  whole  State,  and  the  first  is  subdivided  in 
Somerset  County  by  Negro  Mountain  ;  the  second  is  bounded 
by  Laurel  Hill  and  Chestnut  Eidge  toward  its  southern  end. 
The  other  four  are  not  observed  in  the  counties  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  State,  where  they  strike  the  Barren  Meas- 
ures. As  the  upper  coal-measures  in  the  Frostburg  (Maryland) 
region  are  greatly  affected  by  these  fiexures,  the  age  of 
these  disturbances  is  evidently  later  than  that  of  the  up- 
per coal-measures.  Their  absence  in  the  Pittsburg  region 
is  therefore  because  they  never  extended  to  that  locality. 
But  that  district  has  some  smaller  subdivisions  of  less  eleva- 
tion. 

The  result  of  this  peculiar  structure  of  these  ridges  with 
the  basins  between  them,  together  with  the  general  rising  of 
the  strata  as  we  proceed  northward,  is,  that  the  coal-basins  be- 
come shallower  and  contain  fewer  coal-seams  within  them  in 
a,  northeastern  direction.  Toward  the  south  the  coal-seams 
arch  over  from  onehaain  to  another,  but  fitrther  north  the  coal- 
strata  on  the  backs  of  the  upheaved  portion  are  broken  up 
and  washed  away,  and  coal  is  only  found  in  the  bottoms  of  the 
troughs,  in  long  fingers  of  coal,  as  in  Clearfield,  Jeffefson,  and 
Forest  Counties ;  and  finally,  farther  northeast,  these  are 
broken  into  detached  patches  irregularly  disposed  and  oceupy- 
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ing  only  the  highest  knobs  on  the  highest  mountains,  as  at 
Blossburg  and  Towanda. 

3.  Denudations. — Bnt  the  topography  of  this  whole  coal- 
field is  only  in  some  localitiea  governed  by  its  geological  struct- 
ure. Over  much  of  its  area  another  important  feature  is,  that 
it  is  everywhere  trenched  by  ravines  and  by  more  or  less  deep 
valleyS)  the  result  of  extensive  denudations  by  water,  and  cut 
out  without  reference  to  the  flexures  described,  and  the  basin 
or  rather  trough-Hke  structure  is  not  observed  in  the  general 
features  of  tbe  country,  but  only  in  the  position  of  tlie  rocky 
strata.  This  peculiar  topographical  and  geological  structure, 
while  it  has  robbed  the  State  of  much  of  its  mineral  fuel,  has 
given  ready  access  to  the  coal,  and  is  of  great  importance  for 
the  purpose  of  its  development. 

This  general  preliminary  view  of  the  whole  field  is  first 
given,  in  order  that  the  more  full  descriptions  which  follow 
may  be  better  understood.  The  field  will  be  hereafter  de- 
scribed by  its  natural  divisions  into  basins,  the  importance  of 
which  will  have  been  observed  in  the  fact  that  in  these  locali- 
ties, the  centre  lines  as  it  were  of  these  great  inverted  arches, 
is  found  the  largest  quantity,  and  in  the  more  northern  por- 
tions of  the  field  the  only  coal  that  has  escaped  the  general 
destruction. 

Wortheast^m  Part  of  the  Field. 

From  the  southern  boundary  of  the  State,  in  Somerset 
County,  to  the  North  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  in  Luzerne 
County,  the  southeastern  base  of  the  Alleghany  Mountain  con- 
stitutes a  remarkably  well-defined  margin  of  the  coal-field.  It 
forms  the  east  line  of  the  northern  half  of  Somerset,  and  the 
whole  of  the  east  line  of  Cambria,  and  includes  the  western 
townships  of  Centre.  But,  on  the  north,  it  is  a  much  more  un- 
dulating chain,  of  more  broken  outline,  too  irregular  to  admit  of 
description,  which  stretches  from  Towanda  almost  due  west- 
ward by  Blossburg,  Smethport,  and  Warren,  and  thence  with  a 
greatly  reduced  height  is  defiected  somewhat  to  the  south  by 
Meadville  and  Greenville  until  it  crosses  into  Ohio.  Along  the 
northern  side  of  the  basin  from  the  Chemung  group  upward  in 
the  series  to  the  coal-measures  inclusive,  the  strata  have  a  gentle 
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dip  toward  the  eouth,  leading  ua  into  higher  and  higher  beds  of 
rocks  as  we  recede  in  that  direction  from  the  New  York  line, 
where  the  shales  and  thin-bedded  sandstones  of  that  group  cover 
the  sarface  over  all  the  southwestern  parts  of  that  State.  In 
Crawford  and  Mercer  Counties,  where  the  lower  strata  lie  to  the 
northwest  of  the  coal,  tlie  prevailing  dip  of  all  the  rocks  of  the 
series  is  toward  the  southeast,  but  along  the  Alleghany  Moun- 
tain, or  on  the  southeastern  margin,  their  prevailing  inclination 
is  either  northwestward  or  northward,  being  thus  in  every  in- 
stance inward  as  respects  the  central  portion  of  the  great  trough 
enclosing  the  coal.  But  while  this  is  strictly  true,  as  a  general 
rule,  of  the  strata  along  the  edges  of  the  basin,  it  is  always 
necessary  to  observe  that  within  this  boundary  there  exist  a 
number  of  anticlinal  axes,  some  of  them  of  great  length  and 
elevation,  others  low  and  insignificant,  forming  throughout  the 
entire  region  an  almost  endless  succession  of  more  or  less  gentle 
undulations.  The  northeastern  part  of  this  great  plateau  is  a 
very  interesting  part  of  it,  as  it  extends,  in  that  direction,  five 
long,  projecting  spurs,  each  having  tlie  structure  of  an  elevated 
flat  basin,  hounded  on  both  sides,  and  at  its  rounded  northern 
extremity  by  a  steep  slope  descending  into  an  external  valley. 
These  five  spurs  are  so  many  partially-insulated  coal-basins, 
the  extremities  merely  of  the  long,  parallel  belts  of  the  coal 
measures  which  farther  toward  the  southwest  merge  together 
and  deepen  into  the  great  bituminous  coal-field  of  the  State.  They 
are  the  result  of  five  anticlinal  waves  of  the  strata  entering  the 
region  from  the  northeast  and  expiring  within  the  coal-fields. 
The  structure  of  these  mountain-basins  and  anticlinal  valleys 
may  not  be  at  onca  apprehended  by  the  reader  without  this  fur- 
ther explanation.  The  crust  of  the  earth  seems  to  have  been 
folded  into  a  series  of  waves,  like  sheets  of  paper  pressed 
lengthwise  in  a  man's  hands,  until,  in  this  northeastern  part  of 
the  coal-field,  the  crust  was  broken  at  the  top  of  the  waves. 
These  broken  rims  of  the  basins  became  then  the  more  destruc- 
tible parts,  the  fissures  of  the  broken  mountains  being  here 
deepest,  and,  when  exposed  to  the  great  diluvial  currents  poured 
southward,  the  soft  or  broken  strata  were  in  a  position  or  state 
to  be  most  easily  ploughed  up,  and  carried  ofi"  by  the  action  of 
denuding  water,   which  has  first  planed  them  down,  and  then, 
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finding  its  way  to  the  soft  mud-roek  or  shales  beneath,  it  cut 
deep  valleys,  where,  but  for  this  agency,  there  would  have  been 
the  highest  mountains.  At  the  same  time  the  synclinal  or  bot- 
tom of  the  basin  was  protected  from  being  washed  away  by  the 
position  in  which  it  was  thrown,  and  by  the  comparatively 
soand  although  somewhat  bent  form  of  its  strata.  Hence,  we 
have  in  this  northeastern  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  coal-region, 
in  the  counties  of  Bradford,  Tioga,  Lycoming,  Potter,  etc.,  our 
valleys  on  what  were  to  have  been  the  summits  of  the  mountains, 
and  our  coal-basins  on  the  summits  of  the  present  mountains, 
which  were  the  ancient  valleys.'  Another  curious  fact  is,  that 
every  one  of  these  five  mountain-spurs,  in  which  the  great  coal- 
field terminates,  is  cut  to  its  base  by  one  or  more  cross  valleys 
or  ravines  through  which  large  streams  flow,  such  as  the  "West 
Branch  of  the  Susquehanna  Kiver,  and  its  tributaries,  Loyalsoeb, 
Lycoming,  and  Pine  Creek.  While  the  general  surface  of  the 
upper  table-land  is  level,  these  ravines  are  many  hundred  feet 
in  depth,  and  with  very  steep  slopes.  The  course  of  the  valley 
of  tlie  upper  North  Branch  and  of  the  "West  Branch  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna Kiver  give  us  an  incorrect  idea  of  the  real  mountains 
and  valleys  as  originally  formed  in  the  structure  of  the  solid 
portions  of  the  earth  or  geological  strata,  which  run  from  north- 
east to  southwest  across  the  State  through  its  groat  bituminous 
coal-region. 

The  traveller  along  the  branches  of  the  Susquehanna,  par- 
ticularly on  the  North  Branch,  miist  be  struck  by  its  singular 
course  in  utter  disregard  of  the  old  mountains  which  seem  to 
have  once  run  across  its  stream.  Few  of  the  Appalachian 
rivers,  says  Prof.  Rogers,  can  boast  of  a  greater  amount  of  at- 
tractive valley-scenery  than  the  North  Branch  presents  through- 
out its  whole  course  from  the  Great  Bend  near  the  State  line  in 
Susquelianna  County  through  Southern  New  York,  and  thence 
through  Pennsylvania  to  the  Wyoming  Valley.  It  owes  its 
eminence  in  part  to  the  beautiful  manner  in  which  its  terraces 
of  northern  drift  or  gravel  have  been  strewn  and  shaped  at  the 
last  retreat  or  rush  of  waters  across  the  continent. 
'  See  plate  on  page  167. 
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IX. 
SEMI-BITTJMmoUS  COAL-EEGIONS. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  descriptioa  of  the  great  bituminoua 
coal-field  of  Western  PerniBylvania,  as  it  is  divided  into  basins, 
it  will  be  convenient  to  describe  some  of  the  apparently  detached 
Coal-districts  along  the  northern  borders,  which,  although  situ- 
ated in  the  second  and  third  basins,  yet  from  their  vicinity  to 
each  other,  the  similarity  in  the  quality  of  the  semi-bituminous 
coals  they  produce,  and  which  all  goes  into  the  Northern  market, 
may  very  properly  be  viewed  and  considered  together.  These 
arc  the  Blossburg  region  in  Tioga  County,  the  Melntyre  at 
Kalston  in  Lycoming  County,  and  the  Barclay  or  Towanda  in 
Bradford  County. 

Several  other  semi-bituminous  coal-districts  situated  farther 
south,  and  along  the  eastern  margin  of  the  Alleghany  Mountain, 
in  the  first  basin,  will  be  described  in  this  chapter,  namely :  the 
Snowshoe,  in  Centre  County;  the  Phillipsburg,  on  the  line 
between  Centre  and  Clearfield  Counties ;  Johnstown  and  others, 
in  Cambria  County ;'  and  the  Broad  Top,  in  Huntingdon  and 
Bedford  Counties.  After  disposing  of  these,  the  main  body  of 
the  coal-field  farther  west,  producing  common  bituminous  coal, 
can  be  described  in  a  connected  narrative. 

1.  BLOSSBURG. 

The  approach  to  the  Blossburg  region  is  from  the  north. 
The  Tioga  Kiver  rises  in  the  ravines  that  are  cut  down  through 
the  coal-basin,  and  unite  at  that  village.  Thence  the  Tioga 
Valley  runs  due  north  to  Corning,  New  York,  following  the 
itnticlinal  axis  between  the  third  or  Blossburg,  and  the  fourth 
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or  Cowaneeque  basins.  This  valley  affords  an  admirable  route 
for  a  railroad,  and  just  in  the  right  direction  toward  the  pop- 
ulous and  coalless  State  of  New  York.  Seventy-five  miles  of 
railroad  carries  the  coal  to  Seneca  Lake,  where  it  is  received 
into  200-ton  boats  that  carry  it,  by  the  Erie  Canal  and  its 
branches,  to  Buffalo,  Oswego,  Troy,  Albany,  and  all  inter- 
mediate places. 

The  long,  uniformly  straight  lines  which  characterize  the 
eastern  margin  of  the  Alleghany  Mountain  are  nowhere  found 
around  this  its  northern  margin.  On  the  contrary,  we  find 
long,  narrow  prongs,  with  long,  narrow  coal-basins  on  the  sum- 
mit of  each.  But  these  finger-points  of  mountains  are  so  cut 
by  ravines  and  deep  valleys  that  only  a  geologist  can  define  the 
lines  of  the  coal-basins  by  observing  the  inclination  of  the 
strata,  and  tracing  them  for  long  distances.  The  general  incli- 
nation of  the  formations  is  southwestward,  and,  on  the  State 
geological  map  of  New  York,  a  beautiful  section  is  given  from 
the  St.  Lawrence  Eiver,  at  Ogdensburg,  to  Blossburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, showing  how  in  that  short  distance  we  can  pass  over 
every  formation,  all  of  them  represented,  and  rich  in  tbssila, 
from  the  primary  system,  through  all  the  Silurian  and  Devo- 
nian, up  to  the  Carboniferous. 

So  new  is  the  coal  business  in  America,  that,  although  this 
region  was  only  developed  by  the  building  of  a  railroad  in 
1840,  it  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  our  productive  coal-regions,  and 
its  annual  production  is  now  rapidly  approaching  1,000,000 
tons,  all  coming  from  three  mines  immediately  around  Bloss- 
burg. There  are  few;  other  places  in  the  United  States  wh'ere, 
at  present,  there  is  so  large  a  production  of  bituminous  coal  from 
within  the  same  limited  area.  As  this  is  the  first  bituminous 
eoal-distriet  to  be  described,  after  giving  its  geology,  some  par- 
ticulars will  be  entered  into  in  regard  to  the  mines,  which  will 
serve  to  famish  the  reader  with  a  general  impression  in  regard 
to  the  coal-works  of  all  the  other  bituminous  coal-regions. 
These  details  will,  therefore,  not  require  to  be  repeated  in 
other  cases, 

Kichard  C.  Taylor,  of  Philadelphia,  was  the  most  distin- 
guished geologist  of  his  time,  and  the  author  of  a  large  and 
valuable  work  called  "  Statistics  of  Coal,"  published  in  1848, 
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containing  a  history  of  the  coal-regions  and  coal-trade  of  the 
■whole  world.  A  revised  edition,  by  S.-  S.  Haldeman,  was  pub- 
lished in  1855.  In  the  year  1832,  Mr.  Taylor  made  a  mineral 
and  geological  eurvey  of  the  Blossburg  region,  and  a  survey  of 
the  Tioga  Railroad,  which  was  subsequently  built  from  Com- 
ing, New  York,  to  Blossburg,  Pennsylvania.  His  account  of 
the  coal  and  iron-ore  in  this  region,  which  was  printed  at  the 
time,  has  been  confirmed  by  the  discoveries  and  mining  de- 
velopments since  made,  and  the  substance  of  his  report  will  be 
here  given  as  a  proper  description  of  the  Blossburg  region, 
which  is  the  northern  extremity  of  the  third  basin  of  Rogers  : 

"  In  taking  a  general  view  of  this  district,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  Tioga  Valley,  at  Blossburg,  forms  a  kmd  of  central 
point  or  area  whence  diverge  irregularly  a  number  of  small 
valleys  or  deep  ravines.  All  these  valleys,  to  the  number  of 
twelve,  rise  with  a  rapid  inclination  above  the  level  of  this  area 
until  they  intersect  the  mineral  strata  of  the  surrounding 
mountains,  at  elevations  between  the  lowest  and  the  highest,  of 
from  200  to  more  than  380  feet,  and  the  usual  elevation  of  the 
summits  or  table-lands  being  600  or  600  feet  above  Blossburg. 
Coal  and  iron-ore  of  different  qualities  prevail  extensively,  and, 
where  thus  intersected  by  deep  ravines,  occur  under  the  most 
fevorable  circumstances  for  mining  and  for  transmission  upon 
railroads.  The  approaches  and  position  of  most  of  these  sites 
were  surveyed,  sections  of  the  mineral  beds  and  the  interven- 
ing strata  were  drawn,  about  25  miles  of  the  surrounding 
ravines  were  surveyed  and  explored,  levels  taken  through  the 
woods  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  identity  and  hori- 
zontality  of  the  beds,  and  the  area  around  Blossburg,  compre- 
hending a  circle  about  five  miles  ia  diameter,  was  examined  in 
almost  every  point.  Almost  every  valley  to  which  we  have 
referred  is  capable  of  maintaining  its  contributions  of  these 
important  products  to  the  principal  line." 

Three  of  these  little  valleys  diverging  from  Blossburg  have 
since  become  the  routes  for  three  separate  branch  railroads  to 
the  various  mines  of  the  three  coal  companies  who  now  mine 
and  send  to  market  the  celebrated  Blossburg  coal.  The  first 
on  the  east  side  is  the  Morris  Run  branch,  four  miles  in  length, 
to  the  mines  of  the  company  bearing  that  name.     The  second, 
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also  on  the  east  side,  runs  up  the  valley  of  Fall  Brook  six  miles 
to  the  mines  of  the  Fall  Brook  Coal  Company,  situated  nearly 
east  from  the  ilorris  Hun.  The  third  is  the  branch  railroad  of 
the  Elosaburg  Coal  Company,  which,  also  diverging  from  the 
main  Tioga  liailroad  at  Elossburg,  curves  off  to  the  westward, 
passing  up  the  valley  of  Johnson's  Run  four  miles,  to  the 
mines  of  that  company,  at  Amot,  which  is  nearly  due  west 
from  Morris  Eun  and  Fall  Brook,  and  the  three  lying  nearly 
on  a  due  east  and  west  line.  {See  map  of  Blossburg  region, 
page  125.) 

Mr.  Taylor  incidentally  mentions  that  the  first  coal  dug  in 
the  district  was  opened  in  the  fifth  coal-seam,  by  Aaron  Bloss, 
an  early  settler  at  Blossburg,  whose  name  was  given  to  the 
mining  village  which  afterward  sprang  up,  and  also  to  the 
township,  and  has  thus  been  immortalized  and  become  known 
for  thousands  of  miles,  and  will  go  down  in  the  history  of  the, 
coal-trade  so  long  as  Blossburg  coal  is  used,  or  wherever  the 
name  serves  a«  the  generic  name  tor  this  species  of  coal. 

Enough  was  ascertained  by  Mr,  Taylor  of  the  geological 
structure  of  the  country  to  show  that  no  serious  impediments 
to  practical  operations  can  be  contemplated  from  the  prevailing 
inclination  of  the  strata.  On  the  contrary,  he  remarks,  it  is 
well  known  that  such  a  depression  is  as  likely  to  facilitate  as  to 
retard  an  extensive  system  of  mining  when  the  sites  for  com- 
mencing these  operations  are  judiciously  selected.  He  reports 
the  existence  of  as  many  as  nine  different  beds  of  coal,  vary- 
ing in  thickness  from  1 J  to  4J  feet,  and  one  as  much  as  6^  feet, 
at  the  outcrop,  within  a  range  of  about  250  feet  of  rock-strafa. 
He  assumed  the  modest  quantity  of  100,000  tons  as  the  max- 
imum future  annual  production,  which,  during  the  last  year, 
has  been  exceeded  by  more  than  eightfold  that  quantity. 
Some  of  the  districts  beyond  the  limits  of  his  surveys,  and 
which,  from  a  mere  reconnaissance,  he  reported  as  containing 
coal,  have  since  proved  to  be  very  productive,  among  which 
are  the  lands  of  the  Fall  Brook  Coal ,  Company.  The  veri- 
fication, after  so  many  years,  of  the  report  made  by  Mr. 
Taylor  at  a  period,  forty  years  ago,  when  the  whole  coun- 
try was  covered  by  forests,  and  so  little  opportunity  for  exami- 
nation was  afforded  by  actual  mining  on  the  ground,  as  to  the 
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locality,  the  quantity  and  quality  of. the  coal,  is  calculated  to 
inspire  us  with  great  respect  for  the  opinions  of  well-edueated, 
experienced,  nnd  really  scientific  geologists. 

After  referring  to  the  eoal-seams  as  apparently  intersected, 
five  or  six  miles  from  Bloasburg,  in  the  valley  as  far  as  beyond 
the  forks  of  Fall  Brook,  he  points  out  the  existence  of  coal  on 
the  Lycoming  Creek  at  Kalston,  where  the  McIntjTe  mines 
now  are,  also  on  the  head-waters  of  Towanda  Creelr,  where 
Barclay  now  is,  and  on  the  Loyalsock . Creek,  where  the  Sul- 
livan County  field  has  since  been  developed,  and  pronounces 
that  at  Towanda  as  "  in  all  probability  forming  the  extreme 
northeasterly  limits  of  the  bituminous  coal  -region  of  Pennsyl- 
vania," as  it  has  proved  to  be. 

No  Coal  north  of  Bloasburg. — As  this  geological  report 
was  made  long  before  any  State  geological  survey  had  been 
begun  in  New  Torlt  or  Pennsylvania,  and  while  the  science 
was  really  in  its  infancy,  there  were  not  wanting  those  who 
thought  that  coal  might  exist  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
this  is  also  mentioned,  in  the  preface  to  the  Geological  Report 
of  that  State,  as  a  prevalent  opinion  at  the  time  among  non- 
scientific  men.  As  a  practical  lesson  worthy  of  preservation, 
the  following  calculation  was  made  by  Mr,  Taylor,  showing  the 
impossibility  of  the  occurrence  of  coal  north  of  Blpssburg  tow- 
ard or  in  the  State  of  New  York  : 

"  Beyond  Blossburg  toward  the  north  it  would  be  in  vain 
to  search  for  the  coal-strata ;  for,  independent  of  the  geological 
character  of  the  country  being  dissimilar  from  the  Carboniferous 
formation  to  the  south,  there  is  no  ground  lofty  enough  to 
contain  them  in  that  direiiion.  Near  the  State  line  a  moun- 
tain must  be  4,100  feet  high  above  the  Tioga  Eiver  to  receive 
them,  supposing  those  seams  to  be  perfectly  horizontal.  Suf- 
ficient data,  however,  are  at  hand  to  show  that,  as  the  dip  of 
stratification  is  almost  without  exception  toward  the  south,  we 
must  add  the  amount  of  dip  or  inclinatioii  to  the  absolute  alti- 
tude of  the  highest  land  there,  ere  it  would  be  elevated  enough 
to  be  capped  with  the  coal-measures.  We  need  not  here  apolo- 
gize for  the  introduction  of  these  details,  when  it  will  be  ad- 
mitted that  an  attention  to  the  inclination  and  direction  of  the 
rocks  is  of  essential  importance  toward  an  accurate  knowledge 
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and  development  of  the  geological  structure  of  any  mineral 
region."  He  then  calculates  the  dip  of  the  rocks,  from  Bloss- 
burg  to  the  State  line,  and  shows  that  it  would  require  a 
mountain  5,125  feet  (or  nearly  a  mile)  high,  to  contain  the  coal- 
measures.  Then  tracing  the  southern  dip  of  the  strata  into  the 
State  of  New  York  to  the  Narrows  near  where  Coming  now 
is,  he  shows  that  1,050  feet  more  would  be  required  there,  or 
6,175  feet,  whereas  the  hills  are  not  one-tenth  of  that  height. 
He  extended  his  examination  some  60  miles  farther  north  into 
the  State  of  New  York,  or  100  miles  north  of  Blosaburg,  and 
found  a  general  depression  of  the  strata  toward  the  Tioga  coal- 
field, although  they  were  in  some  places  horizontal. 

"  This  calculation  is  entered  into  with  a  view  of  showing 
the  futility  of  the  expectation,  not  uncommonly  expressed,  of 
tracing  these  coal-beds  in  a  northerly  direction  beyond  the 
limits  at  which  they  are  at  present  discoverable.  Consequently 
there  is  no  probability  that  any  portion  of  these  mineral  beds 
are  prolonged  in  that  direction,  and  we  must  continue  to 
regard  the  district  of  Blossburg  as  the  real  northern  termina- 
tion of  the  great  Alleghany  coal-field." 

All  of  this  was  fully  confirmed  by  the  Geological  Survey  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  published  ten  years  later,  in  1842,  and 
in  the  section  given  of  the  strata  from  Ogdensburg,  New 
York,  to  Blossburg,  before  referred  to,  showing  to  the  eye 
what  Mr.  Taylor  had  described  in  his  report  in  1832.  It  was 
also  in  this  sutvey.  of  the  Blossburg  region  that  Mr.  Taylor 
first  discovered  in  America,  in  the  valley  of  Tioga  River,  the 
Old  Eed  sandstone,  since  called  the  CatskiU  group,  and  thus 
furnished  one  of  the  first  links  in  the  chain,  or  the  first  reliable 
starting-point  in  American  geology,  and  for  which  Prof,  Hall, 
in  his  New  York  report,  gives  him  iull  credit. 

The  coal-mines  at  Blossburg  were  visited  by  Sir  Charles 
Lyell,  the  celebrated  English  geologist,  in  1841,  and,  in  his 
"  Travels  in  North  America,"  he  gives  the  following  interesting 
account  of  them:  "It  was  the  first  time  I  had  seen  the  true 
coal  in  America,  and  I  was  very  much  struck  with  its  surprising 
analogy,  in  mineral  and  fossil  character,  to  that  of  Europe ;  the 
same  white  grits  or  sandstones  as  are  used  for  building  near 
Ildinburgh  or  Newcastle;  similar  black  slates,  often  bituminous, 
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with  the  leaves  of  ferns  spread  out,  as  in  an  herbarium,  the 
species  being,  for  the  most  part,  identical  with  ^British  fossil 
plants ;  seams  of  good  bituminous  coal,  some  a  few  inches, 
others  several  feet,  thick ;  beds  and  nodules  of  clay,  iron-stone, 
and  the  whole  series  resting  on  a  coarse  grit  and  conglomerate 
containing  quartz-pebbles  very  like  onr  Millstone  grit,  and 
often  called,  by  the  American  as  well  as  English  miners,  '  fare- 
well rock,'  because,  when  they  have  reached  it  in  their  borings, 
they  take  leave  of  all  valuable  fuel.  Beneath  this  grit  are  those 
red  and  gray  sandstones  corresponding  in  mineral  character, 
fossils,  and  positions,  with  our  Old  Red. 

"  I  was  deSirous  of  ascertaining  whether  a  generalization, 
recently  made  by  Mr.  Logan,  in  South  "Wales,  could  hold  good 
in  this  country.  Each  of  the  Welsh  seams  of  coal,  more  than 
ninety  in  number,  has  been  found  to  rest  on  a  sandy  clay  or 
firestone,  in  which  a  peculiar  species  of  plant,  called  stigmaHa, 
abounds,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others.  I  saw  the  stigmaHa  at 
Blossburg  in  abundance,  in  heaps  of  rubbish  extracted  from  an 
horizontal  seam.  Dr.  Saynisch,  the  president  of  the  mine, 
kindly  lighted  up  the  gallery  that  I  might  inspect  the  works, 
and  we  saw  the  black  shales  in  the  roof  adorned  with  beautiful 
fern-leaves,  while  the  floor  consisted  of  an  under-day,  in  which 
the  stems  of  stigmaria,  with  their  leaves  and  rootlets  attached, 
were  running  in  all  directions.  The  agreement  of  these  phe- 
nomena with  those  of  the  "Welsh  coal-measures,  3,000  miles 
distant,  surprised  me,  and  led  to  conclusions  respecting  the 
origin  of  coal  from  plants,  not  drifted,  but  growing  on  the 
spot,  to  which  I  shall  refer  hereafter."  He  accordingly  wrote 
a  letter  to  Dr.  Fitton,  on  "  The  Blossburg  Coal-district  and  Stig- 
maHa" which  appeared  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Geological 
Society  of  Great  Britain,  vol,  iii,,  p.  554,  dated  September  2, 
1841.  Sir  Charles  Lyell  afterward  visited  the  Summit  Hill 
Mine,  at  Mauch  Chunk,  and  discovered  the  same  fossil  plants 
in  its  roof  and  floor,  indicating  the  identity  in  age  of  the  bitu- 
minous and  anthracite  coal-beds. 

An  illustration  of  the  fossils  referred  to  by  Sir  Charles  Lyell 
is  given  on  page  135,  which  was  accurately  copied,  and  of  exact- 
ly the  natural  size,  from  an  unusiially  perfect  fossil  found,  in 
1871,  in  the  roof-slates  of  the  Blossburg  Coal  Company's  mines 
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at  Amot.  The  reader  should  also  refer  to  an  ideal  view  of  a 
marehy  forest  of  the  coal-period,  given  on  page  133,  showing  a 
variety  of  plants  of  which  the  fossils  occur  in  eoal-shales. 

The  Tioga  Eailroad,  from  Elossburg  to  the  'New  Tork  State 
line,  and  its  extension,  called  the  Coming  &  Elossburg  Rail- 
road, from  the  State  line  to  Coming,  New  Tork,  the  two  togeth- 
er 41  miles  in  length,  were  completed  in  1840,  and  4,235  tons 
of  coal  sent  to  market,  which  were  followed  by  25,966  tons  in 
1841.  Previous  to  that  time,  the  whole  searcoast  used  the  Rich- 
mond (Virginia)  coal  for  blacksmithing  and  the  manufacture  of 
wronght-iron  in  all  its  branches.  The  Cumberland  (Maryland) 
coal  Urst  found  its  way  to  market  over  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Railroad,  in  1842.  The  Elossburg  region  was  therefore  devel- 
oped at  an  early  period  in  the  history  of  the  coal-trade,  in  fact, 
before  coal  of  any  kind  was  needed  in  large  quantities  for  any 
purpose,  there  being,  at  that  tihie,  only  800,000  tons  per  annum 
of  anthracite  coal  sent  to  market.' 

Up  to  the  year  1860,  the  use  of  Elossburg  coal  was  confined, 
with  unimportant  exceptions,  to  blacksmithing  and  the  use  of 
three  rolling-mills  at  Troy,  New  York,  wood  being  the  fuel  used 
for  steam  purposes,  and  that  in  a  small  way  only,  in  the  State 
of  New  York.  In  1861  the  tonnage  amounted  to  112,712  tons, 
besides  40,835  tons  from  the  Barclay  region.  From  that  pe- 
riod, being  the.  commencement  of  the  war,  manufacturing,  of 
various  kinds,  requiring  the  use  of  coal,  sprang  up  in  the  inte- 
rior of  the  State  of  New  Tork,  especially  rolling-mills,  the  rail- 
roads commenced  to  use  coal  instead  of  wood  in  their  locomo- 
.  tives,  and  the  salt-manufacturers  at  Syracuse  also  substituted 
coal  for  wood  in  their  snlt-bloeks. 

The  general  geological  section  in  the  Blossburg  region  con- 
sists of  333  feet  of  strata,  including  five  workable  seams  of  Coal, 
four  of  which  have  been  worked  at  various  times  in  the  district, 
and  three  of  them  are  now  worked.  The  lowest,  or  Coal  A, 
known  among  the  miners  as  the  Bear  Creek  vein,  is  from  3  to 
3J  feet  thick,  and  was  worked,  as  well  as  the  Bloss  seam,  at  the 

'  The  late  Jamei  B.  WUbod,  of  Tioga  Connty,  Pennejlvania,  and  formerlj  of 
Philadelpbia,  was  the  pioneer  in  this,  which  was  one  of  the  boliiest  enterprises  of 
those  days  ;  and  his  brother,  G.  R.  Wilson,  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  was  the  first,  imd 
for  more  than  thirtj  years  has  been  one  of  the  largest,  dealers  in  Blossburg  ooal. 
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old  Blossburg  mines,  at  that  village,  by  W.  M.  Mallory,  pre- 
vious to  1858.  It  produced  a  good  eteam-coal,  but  it  frequently 
thinned  out,  and  it  ie  not  now  worked  in  this  region,  {fiee  Sec- 
tion at  Arnot,  page  137.) 

The  most  important  seam,  and  which  is  worked  at  all  the 
mines,  is  B,  which  is  called  the  Bloss  vein,  which  is  from  13  to 
29  feet  above  A.  From  this  seam  most  of  the  coal  of  the  re- 
gion is  produced.  It  is  sometimes  interlaid  with  a  thin  seam 
of  slate,  and,  when  this  occurs,  an  allowance  is  made,  to  the 
miner,  of  a  certain  sum,  for  each  inch  of  slate,  added  to  hia  usual 
price  per  ton  for  mining.  This  system  is  a  very  just  one,  on 
account  of  the  additional  labor.  At  other  localities,  in  the 
same  mines,  this  slate  disappears,  and  the  seam  presents  a  clean 
bed  of  pure  coal,  from  4i^  to  5  J  feet  in  thickness. 

The  next  s-sam,  which  is  worked  to  a  limited  extent,  is  25 
to  30  feet  higher,  sometimes  less,  and  will  here  be  called  Coal  b, 
but,  on  account  of  the  heavy  bed  of  fire-clay  on  ■trfiich  it  rests, 
it  is  commonly  called  the  Fire-clay  vein.  It  is  a  variable  seam, 
from  14  to  35-,  and  sometimes  5,  feet  thick,  when  impurities 
occur  in  the  middle.  It  appears  to  bo  a  rider  or  satellite  of 
seam  B.  It  produces  good  coal,  and,  when  it  appears  in  its 
best  form,  it  is  a  valuable  seam.  It  is  now  being  mined  only 
in  portions  of  the  field.  Coal  C  occurs  from  7  to  18  feet  higher, 
and  produces  a  species  of  cannel-coal.  In  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania, this  seam  0  is  the  great  deposit  of  cannel-coal,  wherever 
that  variety  is  found.  But  cannel-coal  is  always  liable  to  be- 
come degraded  into  bituminous  shale,  and  that  is  its  cliaraeter  at 
Blossburg.  This  seam  is  always  stigmatized,  in  this  region,  as 
the  Dirty  vein  or  the  Slate  vein.  It  is  regarded  as  worthless, 
and  has  never  been  mined. 

IJext  in  the  ascending  order,  at  an  elevation  of  from  7  to  20 
feet  above  the  last,  is  a  small  seam,  only  useful  as  a  geological 
landmark.  Coal  e,  or,  as  the  miners  call  it,  the  Monkey  vein, 
on  account  of  its  small  size,  which  is  from  1^  to  3|  feet.  It  has 
never  been  opened  for  mining  purposes. 

Coal  D  is  called  at  Blossburg  the  Seymour  vein,  in  honor 
of  ex-Governor  Seymour,  who  was  a  land-owner  where  it  was 
first  wrought.  It  is  from  8  to  4i  feet  in  thickness,  always  free 
from  slate,  and  produces  a  bright,  beautiful-looking  coal,  of  a 
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columnar  structure,  and  an  excellent  blacksmith-coal.  It  ia 
worked  in  a  portion  of  the  region.  Its  elevation  above  the 
last-named  seam  is  from  30  to  67  feet,  but,  like  all  the  other 
intervals  of  rock,  this  ia  sometimes  much  less.  Its  elevation 
above  the  Bloss  seam  is  from  Hi  to'  162  feet.  About  50  feet 
above  the  last  is  Coal  E,  commonly  called  the  Kock  vein,  on 
account  of  the  heavy,  coarse  rock  over  it,  which  is  sometimes 
conglomeritic.  This  seam  is  from  2J  to  3  feet  thick,  and,  ia  a 
few  localities,  it  is  of  a  better  size,  but  it  has  never  been  worked. 
Fifty-six  feet  of  rock  has  been  measured  over  this  seam,  but 
without  coal,  and  it  ia  not  improbable  that  the  foregoing  series 
embraces  the  whole  of  the  lower  coal-measurea  of  Pennsylvania. 
Several  smaller  seams  of  coal,  of  about  one  foot  in  thickness, 
sometimes  occur,  of  which  no  mention  haa  been  made. 

The  sections  at  various  places  in  this  and  the  neighboring 
districts  prove  what  has  been  before  noticed,  the  remarkable 
uniformity  of  the  coal-seams  from  mine  to  mine,  even  the  very 
small  ones  all  preserving  their  characteristics  everywhere  suf- 
ficiently to  be  identified  by  the  miners  after  a  very  little  exami- 
nation. On  the  contrary,  the  intervals  of  rock  undergo  con- 
stant and  rapid  changes,  both  in  their  size  and  the  materials  of 
which  they  are  composed.  Sandstones,  shales,  and  conglomer- 
ate, are  substituted  for  each  other  in  the  same  geological  hori- 
zon, so  that  no  enumeration  that  could  be  made  of  them  would 
be  of  much  value.  If  they  are  governed  by  any  law,  the  strata 
of  rock  seem  to  thicken  up  in  passing  along  tjie  basin  from  north- 
east to  southwest,  and  the  materials  of  which  they  are  formed 
must  have  been  carried  bynumerous  currents  running  across  the 
basin,  ornorthwestandsoutheast,  so  as  to  afibrd  a  variety  of  rock 
formed  of  sand,  mud,  and  pebbles,  on  the  same  geological  level 
in  going  from  northeast  to  southwest,  or  down  the  present  basin. 

Fail  Beook  Village  and  Mines. — The  first  coal  was 
shipped  from  the  mines  of  the  "  Fall  Brook  Coal  Compawy  '• 
in  March,  1860,  and  there  have  been  produced  and  shipped 
from  them  1,951,600  tons  to  January  1,  18T2.  The  country 
for  several  miles  around  was  a  pathless  wilderness,  covered  with 
heavy  timber.  There  are  now  at  Fall  Brook  238  tenement- 
houses,  all  owned  by  the  company,  costing  $120,000 ;  30  other 
,  including  an  hotel,  store,  offices,  bams,  storehoosee, 
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and  BhopB,  costing  $35,000;  coal-shutes  and  other  coal-fix- 
tnree,  $50,000 ;  steam  eaw-mill,  $13,000 ;  and  the  clearing  of 
land  cost  $18,000.  These,  it  will  bo  observed,  are  all  outside 
expenses  preparatory  to  mining  coal,  while  a  vastly  larger  sum 
has  been  expended  underground.  The  opening  of  the  mines, 
before  commencing  the  mining  proper,  cost  $75,000.  What  is 
called  mining  plant,  consisting  of  mine-cars,  mine-locomotives, 
tools,  iron,  etc.,  cost  $50,000,  besides  $14,000  for  mules,  horses, 
wagons,  etc.,  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  business,  and 
$35,000  for  iron  in  mines  for  tracks,  frogs,  switches,  etc. 

These  items  will  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the  expenses  to 
be  ineuiTed  in  preparing  to  mine  coal  on  an  extensive  scale,  to 
all  of  which  must  be  added  the  cost  of  the  coal-land  and  an 
extensive  body  of  timber-land,  the  construction  of  railroads, 
the  purchase  of  railroad-cars,  locomotives,  and  building  and 
flimisMng  of  machine-shops,  besides  working  capital  for  carry- 
ing on  the  business  of  mining,  transporting,  and  selling  coal. 
It  is  necessary  to  have  at  least  two  acres  of  timber-land  for  one 
of  coal-land,  in  order  to  supply  lumber  and  timber  for  mining 
purposes,  such  as  props,  for  the  safety  of  the  miners,  and  the 
protection  of  the  mines. 

But  the  mines  are  the  important  part  of  the  establishment. 
The  method  of  working  the  mines  is  called  square  work.  The 
gangways  are  driven  seven  feet  wide,  and  have  back  or 
parallel  headings  six  feet  in  width  at  right  angles  to  the  gang- 
ways, there  being  10  yards  of  pillar  left  on  each  side  of  the 
gangways.  The  breasts,  or  rooms,  are  worked  off  the  back 
headings  18  yards  wide,  forming  two  breasts  together,  or  in 
each  range,  and  they  are  driven  60  yards  in  distance,  and  a 
pillar  15  yards  wide  is  left  between  each  range  of  breasts. 
The  breasts  are  worked  thos  narrow  because  of  an  upper  seam 
of  coal  40  feet  above  the  lower  one,  which  is  worked  simulta- 
neously, and  the  pillars  are  left  closer  together  to  insure  the 
safety  of  the  upper  seam  and  the  men  and  operations  there. 
In  another  drift,  where  it  is  not  intended  to  work  the  upper 
Beam,  the  breasts  are  worked  24  yards  wide,  and  pillars  18 
yards  wide  are  left  between  each  range  of  breasts. 

After  the  breasts  are  all  worked  out  in  this  manner  over  a 
given  territory,  the  place  is  finished  by  taking  out  the  pillars 
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also.  This  is  done  by  first  splitting  them,  by  driving  a  heading 
through  the  middle  of  them,  six  feet  wide ;  then  commencing 
inside  or  at  the  farther  end,  the  remainder  of  the  pillar  is 
mined  out  by  drawing  back  the  pillars,  which  are  about  20 
feet  wide,  on  each  side  of  this  heading,  which  affords  a  place 
of  safety  for  the  miner  and  the  mine-ear  should  the  top  eoine 
down.  By  this  method  the  loss  of  coal  is, practically  nothing, 
as  not  more  than  two  per  cent,  of  these  pillars  is  lost  in  draw- 
ing them,  while,  of  the  much  larger  amount  mined  in  the 
breasts,  headings,  and  gangways,  scarcely  any  thing  is  lost.  This 
method  of  mining,  however,  can  only  be  practised  where  a  good, 
hard,  self-sustaining  roof  is  found,  like  that  at  Fall  Brook. 

The  maximum  quantity  of  coal  a  good  miner  will  cut  is  six 
tons  per  day,  or  150  tons  per  month  of  25  days,  although  but 
few  miners  work  more  than  22  days  per  month.  In  headings, 
a  fair  average  miner  will  drive  about  28  yards  per  month,  say 
about  110  tons  of  coal,  and  for  this  work  he  is  paid  by  the  yard 
as  well  as  by  the  ton. 

In  one  of  the  drifts,  where  mules  are  used,  the  tram-road 
has  a  gauge  of  two  feet  two  inches  ;  the  mine-cars  weigh  380 
pounds,  and  hold  1,050  pounds  of  coal.  This  car  or  wagon  is 
of  a  very  convenient  size,  being  easily  handled.  "With  a  double 
■track  for  nearly  a  mile  underground,  there  is  no  difficulty  in 
bringing  out  of  this  drift  1,000  tons  per  day.  "With  a  single 
track  and  sidings,  not  much  more  than  half  that  amount  could 
be  carried. 

In  another  drift  the  road  is  two  feet  nine  inch  gauge,  in  or- 
der to  run  mine-locomotives  and  to  test  the  economy  of  their 
use  as  compared  with  mule-power.  The  mine-cars  here  weigh 
680  pounds,  with  capacity  for  holding  1,500  pounds  of  coal. 
The  proportion  of  dead  weight  to  the  coal  carried  increases 
with  the  width  of  track.  Mr.  James  Herron,  the  manager  of 
these  mines,  says,  as  the  result  of  his  observation  and  experi- 
ence in  mining  operations,  that,  for  coal-seams  of  nearly  5  feet, 
such  as  those  at  Fall  Brook,  a  tram-road  of  two  feet  four  inches 
gauge,  with  a  mine-wagon  of  the  capacity  of  1,200  or  1,300 
pounds  of  coal,  with  flange-wheels  and  a  T-rail,  would  secure  all 
the  advantages  obtainable  in  economy  and  convenience  for 
hauling  of  coal  from  the  mines  to  the  ehutea. 
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Two  mine-locomotives  were  used  in  one  of  the  drifts  at 
Fall  Brook,  but  their  nse  inside  of  the  mines  has  been  diacon- 
timied,  and  that  of  mules  substituted.  The  experience  here 
was,  that  where  up-grades  occurred  in  tlie  mines,  or  a  large 
business  is  to  be  done,  requiring  much  steam,  the  difficulties 
endured  by  the  engineer  and  brakeman  from  the  sraolte,  steam, 
and  especially  the  carbonic  acid  produced  by  the  engine  in  a 
confined  place,  like  the  gangways  in  eoal-mines,  become  in- 
tolerable. Counting  also  the  wear  and  tear  and  incidental  ex- 
penses, it  was  found  that  more  coal  could  be  brought  out  of  the 
mines  in  the  same  time  by  mules  and  fully  as  cheap.  Where, 
however,  the  road  is  nearly  level,  and  the  slight  grades  that 
exist  are  in  favor  of  the  loaded  mine-wngons,  and  no  brakemen 
are  required,  mine-locomotives  can  be  used  vrith  satisfaction 
and  economy,  and  when  tram-roads  of  considerable  length  are 
required  out  of  the  mines  they  answer  a  good  purpose,  or  in 
lofty  gangways  in  the  large  anthracite  coal-beds. 

The  number  of  miners,  laborers,  mechanics,  etc.,  directly 
employed  in  mining  coal  and  in  labor  connected  therewith  at 
the  mines,  in  producing  250,000  tons  of  coal  per  annum,  which 
is  the  present  production  at  Fall  Brook,  preparing  it  for  mar- 
ket and  putting  the  same  in  railroad-cars,  is  about  450,  and  the 
number  of  persons,  men,  women,  and  children,  directly  sup- 
ported by  the  production  of  that  amount  of  coal,  will  reach 
1,800. 

The  Fall  Brook  Coal  Company  was  founded  by  the  late 
John  Magee,  formerly  of  Bath,  If.  Y.,  afterward  of  "Watkins, 
N,  Y.,  and  the  property  is  now  exclusively  owned  by  his  heirs, 
A  portion  of  the  railroad  by  which  the  coal  is  carried  to  Wat- 
kins  belongs  to  this  company,  together  with  locomotives,  cars, 
extensive  shipping-docks  on  Seneca  Lake,  canal-boats,  and 
other  property  connected  with  the  transportation  of  the  coal. 
They  also  own  the  mines  at  Antrim,  and  the  railroad  from 
Coming  to  them.  General  Geo.  J.  Magee  is  the  president,  and 
John  Lang  treasurer.    The  company's  office  is  at  Watkins,  K.  Y. 

MoEEia  Run  Mines  and  Village, — These  mines  are  near 
the  centre  of  the  township  of  Hamilton,  recently  erected, 
which  comprises  the  easterly  part  of  the  old  township  of  BIoss. 
The  tract  of  land  pertaining  to  these  mines  contains  about 
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7,000  acres,  occupying  the  whole  width  north  and  south,  and 
ahont  three  miles  in  length  of  the  Blossburg  coal-field.  The 
village  is  located  in  the  valley  of  Morris  Kun,  which  has  been 
cut  down  through  the  coal-measures  by  the  waters  of  the 
creek,  thus  affording  an  easy  entrance  to  the  coal  and  drain- 
age for  the  mines.  This  village  contains  347  dwellings,  three 
school-houses,  a  store,  ofBce,  hotel,  market,  saw-mill,  town-hall, 
and  forty-four  other  buildings,  together  with  three  churches, 
namely.  Congregational,  Methodist,  and  Baptist,  having  a 
population  of  2,250,  and,  excepting  only  the  churches,  is  owned 
wholly  by  "  The  Morris  Sun  Coal  Company.^''  These  im- 
provements have  cost,  independent  of  mines  and  movable  fix- 
tures, about  $500,000. 

The  principal  seam  of  coal,  B,  or  the  Bloss  vein,  is  of  vary- 
ing thickness,  not  exceeding  five  feet.  At  the  lowest  part  of 
the  basin  it  lies  nearly  level,  rising  with  an  increasing  ascent 
toward  the  outcrop,  both  to  the  north  and  the  south.  The 
greatest  dip  thus  far  observed  is  one  in  six — equal  to  an 
angle  of  nearly  ten  degrees,  but  usually  the  dip  is  much  less. 
The  floor  of  the  mines  is  of  hard  fire-clay,  slightly  undulating. 
There  is  no  explosive  gas  in  these  or  in  any  other  mines  in 
this  region,  and  so  perfect  is  the  ventilation  that  during  the 
past  eight  years  there  has  been  no  delay  nor  loss  of  time  on 
that  account.  The  roof  is  almost  invariably  good ;  props  are 
set  in  rows  about  ^  feet  apart  each  way.  The  system  of 
mining  is  known  as  the  "  post  and  stall,"  the  gangways  are 
made  nine  feet  wide  for  a  single  track,  affording  room  at  the 
sides  for  men  and  mules  to  pass  the  ears.  The  parallel  gang- 
ways are  400  feet  apart,  and,  between  these,  chambers  are 
worked  transversely,  96  feet  wide  and  separated  by  piDars  45 
feet  in  width.  Pillars  30  feet  wide  are  left  on  both  sides  along 
the  gangways.  The  overlying  strata  are  from  50  to  250  feet  in 
depth,  and,  as  the  pillars  sustain  the  weight  without  crushing, 
the  roof  being  good,  the  entire  deposit  of  coal  is  taken  out  with 
no  more  waste  than  would  occUr  in  moving  coal  from  a  pile  in 
a  coal -yard. 

The  average  miner,  working  alone,  mines  4^  tons  per  day, 
and,  assisted  by  a  boy,  he  mines  CJ  tons.  Nearly  all  of  the 
coal  is  level  free,  or  above  the  natural  drainage.    The  headings 
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and  gangways  are  driven  on  the  line  of,  or  at  right  angles  with, 
a  slip,  or  natural  vertical  parting  in  the  coal ;  and  with  so  much 
regularity  does  the  miner  follow  this  guide,  that  his  work  is 
found  to  admit  of  straight  lines,  run  by  the  transit,  of  3,000  feet 
in  length.  The  slip  is  a  thin,  vertical  cavity  in  the  coal,  usually 
filled  with  a  fine  atomic  substance  resembling  pulverized  char- 
coal, and  its  magnetic  course  is  south  12"  east. 

The  tracks  in  the  mines  are  T-rail,  weighing  16  pounds  to  the 
yard,  and  of  30  inches'  gauge.  One  of  the  mines  of  this  company 
was  formerly  worked  by  the  Tioga  Improvement  Company, 
under  the  management  of  Alfred  Jones.  Three  mines  arenow 
worked,  called  the  East,  the  Tioga,  and  the  Jones  mines,  and  to- 
gether they  have  a  capacity  of  2,500  tons  per  day.  The  largest 
mine,  having  a  double-track  entry,  yielded  40,388  tons  in  one 
month  from  one  drift,  and  at  about  that  rate  for  several  months, 
working  26  days,  eight  hours  per  day.  The  largest  production 
in  one  day  of  eight  hours  was  1,850  tons.  This  exceeds  the 
capacity  of  any  anthracite  mine- 
In  the  year  1870  a  small  locomotive  was  introduced  to  take 
the  place  of  mides  in  hauling  the  coal  from  the  mines.  It 
weighs  five  tons,  runs  on  a  track  of  30-inch  gauge,  and  is  equal 
to  12  mules.  It  works  well  on  outside  roads,  but,  unless  some 
plan  shall  be  devised  to  prevent  the  escape  of  smoke,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  locomotive  can  be  used  to  advantage  in- 
side the  mine*.  The  experiments  here  seemed  to  show  that  it 
is  not  suitable  for  inside  hauling. 

During  the  winter  months  but  little  coal  is  sent  to  market ; 
the  production  is  continued  at  a  moderate  rate,  and  from 
50,000  to  100,000  tons  put  on  the  stock-ground  at  the  mines. 
One  hundred  thousand  tons  of  coal  in  one  pile  is  a  sight  worth 
seeing.  The  coal  thus  stocked  is  shipped  during  the  summer 
when  needed,  to  keep  the  movement  reguhir,  on  occasions  of 
accidents,  holidays,  etc.  A  steam^hovel  is  employed  in  the 
Btook-coal,  capable  of  loading  100  tons  per  hour  into  the  cars. 
Three  men  are  employed  on  this  machine,  and  the  expense  of 
moving  the  coal  is  reduced  to  less  than  one-half  that  of  hand-labor. 
It  cost  $4,700,  and  in  form  it  resembles  an  ordinary  dredging- 
maehine  or  steam-excavator,  mounted  on  a  railroad-track. 

Eight  hundred  men  are  employed  in  the  mining  operations 
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at  this  place,  and  they  with  their  families,  numbering  3,250,  are 
wholly  supported  by  this  business.  These  men  earn  annually 
$430,000,  nearly  all  of  which  is  expended  in  this  county  for 
the  various  necessaries  of  life  and  for  land.  There  is  a  brisk 
demand  for  all  agi-icultnral  products,  and  the  whole  of  Tioga 
County  is  greatly  benefited  by  this  raining  business. 

The  production  and  shipment  of  coal  from  the  mines  of  the 
Morris  Run  Coal  Company  in  1871  were  385,996  tons,  and  the 
total  since  the  opening  of  the  mines  by  the  former  owners  in 
1853  is  2,842,263  tons,  of  which  1,331,269  were  used  for  manu- 
fiictnring  salt  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  The  company  is  exclusively 
a  coal  mining  and  selling  company,  their  railroad  transporta- 
tion being  furnished  by  the  Blossburg  Coal  Company,  who  own 
the  Tioga  Railroad ;  but  they  have  a  fine  shipping-dock  at 
Coal  Point,  near  Watbins,  N.  Y.  The  stock  of  the  Morris  Run 
Coal  Company  is  owned  chiefly  by  James  P.  Haskin,  of  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.,  where  the  company  keep  their  office.  The  only 
other  stockholders  are  AVilliam  T.  Hamilton  and  wife.  Mr. 
Hamilton  is  the  secretary  and  the  executive  officer  of  the  com- 
pany, W.  8.  Nearing  is  the  manager  of  all  the  company's  opera- 
tions in  the  production  of  the  eoal  and  other  business  at  Morris 
Run.  Hon.  T.  T.  Davis,  late  of  Syracuse,  deceased,  and  his  son, 
Major  Alexander  H.Davis,  formerly  had  a  large  interest  in  the 
stock  of  this  very  successful  company. 

Mvnes  of  the  Blosshurg  Coal  Company,  a/nd  their  Yillage 
caMed  Amot. 
This  company  commenced  work  in  1866,  when  they  estab- 
lished their  mines  and  mining  town  at  a  point  in  the  then 
wilderness  country  about  four  miles  westerly  from  the  village 
of  Blossburg,  without  even  a  common  wagon-road  by  which  to 
approach  the  place  of  their  operations.  In  a  short  space  of 
time,  with  almost  unparalleled  energy,  they  built  not  only 
wagon-roads  but  also  a  substantial  railroad  connecting  their 
mines  with  the  Tioga  Railroad  at  Blossburg.  Where  a  dense 
wilderness  existed  in  1866,  now  may  be  seen  a  village  contain- 
ing 280  good,  substantial  tenementhouses,  and  about  2,200  in- 
habitants, an  extensive  steam  saw-mill  and  general  lumbering 
establishment,  a   large  store,  storehouses,   bams,  coal-shntes, 
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and  other  improvements  necessary  to  successful  operations  in 
mining  and  producing  coal,  all  the  property  of  thia  company, 
and  occupied  by  their  miners  and  other  employes.  F.  N. 
Drake,  Esq.,  of  Corning,  N.  Y,,  is  the  president  of  this  com- 
pany, and  to  his  sagacity,  energy,  and  business  capacity,  they 
are  largely  indebted  for  the  success  that  has  attended  the  enter- 
prise in  which  they  are  engaged. 

The  production  of  coal  at  their  mines,  in  1871,  amounted  to 
about  320,000  tons,  and  will  doubtless  be  increased  to  300,000 
tons  in  the  year  18T3.  They  employ  regularly  about  700  men 
in  mining  and  outside  labor,  including  their  lumbering  business, 
and  use  in  connection  with  their  mining  operations  about  60 
mules,  700  mine-wagons,  and  one  small  locomotive.  This 
locomotive  is  used  exclusively  in  hauling  the  coal  from  the 
entrance  into  the  drifts  to  the  shutes  on  the  railroad,  where  it 
is  transferred  through  pockets  into  cars  and  made  ready  for 
transportation  to  market.  According  to  the  report  of  James 
Cameron,  the  mining  superintendent  this  small  locomotive 
performs  the  labor  of  at  least  14  mules,  quite  as  expeditiously 
and  satisfactorily,  and  at  a  largely  reduced  expense.  The 
tram-road  on  which  it  is  used  is  of  two  feet  and  six  inches  gauge. 
T-rails  are  used,  weighing  25  pounds  to  the  yard,  and  mine- 
wagons  carrying  about  1,500  pounds  each.  Thia  company 
owns  about  20,000  acres  of  land,  or  about  31  square  miles  of 
territory,  and,  situated  as  it  is  in  the  coal-basin,  it  is  believed  to 
be  mostly  underlaid  with  coal.  Two  seams  are  now  being 
worked,  one  about  150  feet  above  the  other,  producing  from 
1,000  to  1,400  tons  daily.  The  coal-seams  occur  in  a  very 
regular  position,  with  sufficient  dip  for  good  drainage,  without 
being  too  steep  for  easy  transportation  of  the  coal.  The  gang- 
ways, by  which  are  meant  the  principal  roads  extending 
through  the  mines;  the  headings,  by  which  are  meant  the 
roads  running  through  the  mines  at  right  angles  with  the  gang- 
ways, sometimes  called  the  parallel  headings ;  and  the  breasta 
or  wide  apartments,  in  which  the  principal  part  of  the  coal  is 
mined,  opening  out  from  the  headings,  are  all  laid  off  at  right 
angles  as  regularly  as  the  streets  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
But  the  plan  of  the  mines  presents  this  important  difference, 
that  all  these  gangways  and  headings  are  double.     Here  is  a 
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great  item  of  expense  which  the  visitor  or  casual  observer  sees 
but  little  of,  being,  like  many  other  expensive  improTements 
necessary  in  operating  coal-mines,  seen  and  appreciated  only  by 
those  who  make  a  more  thorough  inspection.  The  object  of 
these  double  gangways  was  shown  in  describing  the  method  of 
furnishing  the  mines  with  fresh  and  pure  air,'  to  accomplish 
which  this  company  have  spared  neither  pains  nor  expense,  and 
as  a  consequence  their  mines  are  well  ventilated. 

This  company  own  the  railroad  branches  from  Blossburg  to 
Morris  Run  and  to  Arnot,  and  that  over  which  their  coal  as 
well  as  that  produced  by  the  Fall  Brook  and  Morris  Kun  Com- 
panies is  transported,  extending  northerly  froni  Blossburg  to 
the  State  line,  a  distance  of  26  miles,  and  in  all  34  miles.  At 
Lawrenceville  it  connects  with  the  Blossburg  &  Corning  Eail- 
road,  operated  by  the  Fall  Brook  Coal  Company,  and  extend- 
ing from  the  State  line  aforesaid  to  Coming,  a  distance  of  about 
15  miles,  and  over  which  the  productions  of  the  other  two 
companies  mentioned  are  also  transported.  Fix>m  150,000  to 
250,000  tons  of  the  production  of  the  Blossburg  Coal  Company 
are  furnished  annually  by  them  to  the  Erie  Railway  Company  for 
fuel  for  their  locomotives,  etc.  A  large  portion  of  the  balance 
is  transported  to  AVatkins,  where  they  have  extensive  transfer- 
works  for  reahipping  coal  from  cars  to  boats  on  the  Seneca 
Lake.  All  three  of  these  collieries  and  mining  villages  present 
the  same  general  features,  and  portions  of  the  descriptions  of 
each  apply  to  them  all.  The  improvements  made  by  the  three 
companies  are  all  of  a  substantial  and  durable  character,  and  all 
their  operations  are  on  a  liberal  scale.  The  mining-work  has 
the  important  advantage,  that  it  is  continued  without  interrup- 
tion during  the  whole  year,  and  with  very  little  fluctuation  in 
the  rates  of  wages  or  the  demand  for  labor.  The  companies 
.all  have  sufficient  capital,  and  pay  all  their  employes  promptly 
in  money  as  soon  after  the  close  of  each  month  as  their  ac- 
counts can  be  settled.  The  coal  is  sold  at  a  very  low  price,  but 
at  very  uniform  prices  throughout  the  year,  add  from  year  to 
year.  As  it  is  used  for  locomotive  and  other  steam  purposes, 
for  rolling-mills  and  other  manufacturing  uses,  it  is  not  subject 
to  the  fluctuations  in  the  demand  to  which  the  trade  in  antbra- 
'  See  page  99,  and  cat  on  page  14B. 
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cite  for  domestic  use  is  liable,  Tlie  demand  has  for  some 
years  been  steadily  increasing,  and  there  has  been  no  excessive 
production.  While  these  coal  companies  have  been  wise 
enough  to  be  satisfied  with  a  small  profit  on  each  ton,  and 
have  thus  very  much  increased  the  market,  they  have  been 
prudent  enough  not  to  be  induced  by  competition  to  sell  any 
part  of  their  production  at  less  than  its  cost. 


At  the  mines  and  mining  villages  already  described,  the 
■works  are  completed,  and  in  full  working  order.  More  dwelling- 
houses  for  miners  may  liereafter  be  erected  as  may  be  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  increase  the  production  of  coal,  but,  in  other 
respects,  little  change  takes  place,  except  the  enlargement  from 
year  to  year  of  the  underground  operations. 

At  Antrim,  on  the  contrary,  the  visitor  during  the  summer 
of  1872  could  have  seen  the  commencement  of  a  new  colliery, 
and,  if  he  had  the  time  to  spend,  he  might  have  witnessed  every 
successive  step  from  the  first  exploration  of  the  land  for  the  dis- 
covery of  the  coal-seams  down  to  the  shipment  of  the  first  coal 
to  market. 

The  Fall  Brook  Coal  Company  having  determin  ed  to  develop 
the  coal  on  their  lands  situated  south  of  Wellsboro,  and  west  of 
Amot,  have  lately  built  a  railroad  38  miles  in  length,  from 
Lawreneeville,  at  the  New  York  State  line,  to,  Antrim,  by  way 
of  "Wellsboro.  It  is  now  completed  and  in  running  order  to  the 
latter  place,  and  the  remainder  of  the  road  will  be  finished 
before  these  pages  reach  the  reader.  This  new  railroad  connects, 
at  Lawreneeville,  with  15  miles  of  road  belonging  to  the  same 
company,  called  the  Coming  &  Elossburg  Eailroad  {see  map 
on  page  125),  The  Pall  Brook  Coal  Company  thus  wiU  have  a 
complete  line  of  road  from  the  Erie  EaUway  at  Coming  to 
Antrim,  53  miles  in  length.  They  also  own  the  six  milea  of 
road  from  Blosaburg  to  Fall  Brook.  Although  the  road  to 
Wellsboro  passes  through  the  older  settled  portions  of  Tioga 
County,  and  that  pleasant  and  thriving  village,  yet  the  princi- 
pal object  in  its  construction  was  as  an  outlet  to  market  for  the 
coal  from  Antrim,  The  mountains  of  Korthem  Pennsylvania 
are  covered  with  a  dense  forest  of  large  henJock-trees,  extendinjjf 
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for  many  miles  without  intervals  of  cleared  land.  Those  who 
settled  in  this  country  as  farmers,  preferred  the  valleys  situated 
lower  down  than  the  coal-rocks.  About  eight  miles  of  the 
route  of  the  railroad  next  to  Antrim  is  through  the  forest  re- 
ferred to,  the  location  of  the  mines  fio.  si. 
being  between  "Wilson's  Creek  and 
Babb's  Creek.  Here  in  this  lately 
silent  wilderness,  hundreds  of  men  are 
busily  at  work  building  railroads,  coal- 
shutes,  and  other  fixtures,  opening 
mines,  building  tram-roads,  erecting 
numerous  dwellings  for  miners  and 
other  employes,  stores  and  store- 
houses, and  arranging  for  the  perma- 
nent and  comfortable  accommodation 
of  a  population  of  some  2,000  people, 
and  for  the  mining  and  sending  to 
market  of  a  large  quantity  of  eoal. 
This  wiU  be  simply  another  Fall 
Brook  village  with  similar  mines,  in 
the  same  third  coal-basin,  in  the  same 
Blossburg  seam,  and  producing  the 
same  bituminous  eoal  belonging  to 
the  same  eoal  company. 

The  Antrim  mines,  as  will  he  no- 
ticed on  the  map  on  page  125,  are 
situated  near  the  common  comer  of 
Charleston,  Morris  and  Delmar  town- 
ships. Here  the  Fall  Brook  Coal  Com- 
pany own  a  large  body  of  coal-lands  ^g^^  gi^\ 
as  well  as  at  Fall  Brook,  together 
amounting  to  25,000  acres.  The 
whole  area,  in  addition  to  its  mineral 
wealth,  is  covered  with  a  noble  forest 
ot  hemlock  and  hard-wood  timber  of 
an  excellent  quality. 

The    annexed   geological  pection, 

.,,,         ,  °  ^,  ,  '      Section  oflbe  Coal  Sttslast  Antrim. 

fiirnished  by  the  company's  engineer,  scaie  so  feet  to  1  inch. 

Mr.  A.  Hardt,  shows  two  coal-seams  of  an  excellent  workable 
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thickness,  separated  by  64J  feet  of  intermediate  strata.  The 
railroad  will  be  completed  and  ready  to  ship  coal  from  Antrim 
in  January,  1873.  These  mines  will  prove  a  source  of  wealth 
and  prosperity  to  the  people  of  Tioga  County,  in  addition  to  the 
great  convenience  of  having  a  railroad  connection  from  the 
heart  of  the  county  to  the  outside  world. 

But  the  quality  of  the  coal  produced  in  the  Blosaburg  region, 
the  true  and  substantial  basis  of  the  business,  remains  to  be 
considered. 

Semi-litv/mmous  Coal. 

In  view  of  the  large  tonnage  in  this  species  of  coal,  and  the 
fact  that  there  is  less  known  in  regard  to  its  qualities  and  pe- 
culiarities than  other  coals,  a  further  account  of  the  latter  will 
now  be  given,  which  will  also  apply  to  all  the  senii-bitumiaous 
coals  from  the  other  regions,  particularly  those  from  the  Mc- 
Intyre  and  Towanda  districts. 

On  taking  a  general  view  of  the  field  of  semi-bituminous 
coal,  we  see,  along  the  eastern  part  of  the  Alleghany  range  of 
mountainSj  a  region  which  produces  an  entirely  different  kind 
of  coal  from  the  anthracite,  and  diiferent  from  the  common 
bituminous  coal,  possessing  peculiar  and  very  valuable  proper- 
ties. This  kind  of  coal  is  not  found  outside  of  the  region  men- 
tioned, and  the  changes  which  are  seen  in  all  coals  elsewhere 
east  and  west  of  it  show  that  this  is  the  only  part  of  the  coun- 
try in  which  semi-bituminous  coal  may  be  expected  to  be  found. 
These  coals  are  known  in  the  markets  where  they  are  sold  by 
the  names  of  Blossburg,  Clearfield,  Broad-Top,  and  Cumberland 
coals.  The  first  is  produced  in  Tioga  County,  Pennsylvania, 
near  the  village  of  Blossburg,  30  miles  south  of  the  south  line 
of  New  York.  The  Barclay  or  Towanda  region  is  situated 
in  the  adjoining  county  of  Bradford,  east  of  the  Blossburg,  at 
the  same  distance  from  the  State  line,  and  is  farther  east  than 
any  other  coal  except  the  antliracite.  The  Mclntyre  or  Ralston 
field  is  midway  between  the  other  two  just  mentioned,  and  in 
the  northern  part  of  Lycoming  County.  Broad-Top  coal  is 
found  on  the  line  between  Huntingdon  and  Bedford  Counties,  in 
the  southern  part  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Cumberland  region 
is  in  the  western  part  of  Maryland.    A  line  drawn  on  the  map 
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of  Pennsjlvania  and  Maryland  througli  tlie  Bloselmrg  region  in 
a  southwestern  course  would  pass  through  or  near  the  Broad- 
Top  and  Cumberland,  as  well  as  two  other  intermediate  semi- 
bituminous  coal-regions  at  Snowshoe  and  Phillipsburg,  in 
Centre  County,  Pennsjlvania,  all  of  which  produce  the  same 
species  of  coal.  The  production  of  the  serai-bituminous  regions 
in  Pennsylvania  in  1871  wae  as  follows ; 

1.  Bloasbnrg,        3    ooai  companies 815,079 

2.  Mclntjre,         1      "  "     106,130 

3.  Towanda,         2      "  "     878,335 

4.  Snowshoe,        1      "  "     82,468 

5.  Phillipabnrg,  16      "  «     542,896 

6.  Johnstown  or  Cambria  Iron  works,  1  company 268,472 

7.  Oanibria  County  on  Penn.  Bailroad,  10  companies 206,792 

8.  Broad-Top,  19  companies 319,618 

Total 2,714,790 

These  regions  produce  what  may  emphatically  be  called  the 
manufacturing  and  steam-making  coal  from  which  our  country 
derives  important  elements  of  its  greatness  as  a  producer  from 
the  raw  material  of  whatever  is  used  by  man,  as  well  as,  to  some 
extent,  its  commercial  and  national  prosperity.  This  coal  is 
therefore  worthy  of  a  special  account,  as  well  as  for  the  im- 
portance it  has  attained  in  the  market,  and  the  probable 
future  magnitude  of  the  trade. 

"  The  term  hii/nTm/nmis  coal  is  somewhat  deceptive,  and  it 
must  be  remarked  that  it  does  not  mean  that  any  bitumen  or 
mineral  pitch  soluble  in  ether  is  contained  in  it,  but  that  the 
gases,  oxygen,  hydrogen,  and  nitrogen  enter  more  largely  into 
its  composition  than  in  anthracite,  and  give  it  a  more  flaming 
character  in  burning."  It  burns  lilie  bitumen,  but  it  is  doubtful 
if  any  coals  contain  bitumen  in  the  ready-formed  condition. 

Sermr-hUwm-mo'iM  coal,  in  the  sense  in  which  we  shall  use  the 
t«rm  to  distinguish  it  from  common  bituminous  coal,  is  that 
peculiar  kind  produced  in  the  regions  mentioned,  which,  while 
it  yields  coke  and  combustible  gases,  yet  contains  only  11  or 
12j  and  always  less  than  18  peV  cent,  of  volatile  combustible 
matter,  and  not  less  than  about  70  per  cent.,  and  never  more 
than  84  per  cent.,  of  carbon. 
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Whatever  may  be  its  useful  qualities,  it  must  be  confessed 
it  is  in  mere  appearance  inferior  looking  to  almost  any  other 
kind  of  coal.  As  it  comes  from  the  mine,  or,  in  technical  phrase, 
"  the  run  of  the  mines,"  it  consists  of  at  least  from  one-third  to 
one-half  of  fine  coal,  or  what  English  miners  call  "  dead  small," 
and  some  of  it  may  be  called  dust.  The  large  or  lump-coal  is 
black,  shining,  and  much  more  easily  broken  than  anthracite, 
falling  into  irregular-sided  cubical  pieces,  the  cleavage  being 
very  much  the  same  in  a  cross-fracture  as  in  the  plane  of  strati- 
fication. It  seldom  cleaves  into  smooth,  perfect  cubical  blocks  of 
any  size  like  the  Pittsburg  coal  It  is  decidedly  dirty,  cannot 
be  touched  without  soiling  the  hands,  and  its  whole  merit  and 
value  consist  in  its  useful  qualities. 

All  other  kinds  of  coal  must  concede  to  anthracite,  as  has 
been  said,  the  market  for  household  use,  on  account  of  its  su- 
perior clejinness  and  freedom  from  smoke,  soot,  and  flame. 
Anthracite  and  the  harder  species  of  laminated  splint  coal,  from 
their  hardness,  alone  can  sustain  the  weight  of  a  charge  in  a 
blast-furnace  for  making  pig-iron.  Lehigh  and  other  very 
hard  anthracites  are  preferred  for  melting  pig-iron  for  foundery 
purposes.  The  true  bituminous  coals  from  the  western  part  of 
the  Alleghany  coal-field  in  "Western  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  are 
justly  entitled  to  the  market  for  manufacturing  gas.  But  there 
is  no  other  purpose  except  the  above  for  which  semi-bitumi- 
nous coal  in  its  raw  state  is  not  well  adapted.  It  has  a  wider 
range  in  its  use  than  any  other  kind  of  coal.  For  blacksmith- 
ing,  for  puddling,  and  heating  in  rolling-mills,  and  for  steam, 
all  kinds  of  coal  are  used,  just  as  aU  sorts,  however  unsuitable 
or  inferior,  are  to  some  extent  used  for  household  purposes ;  but 
the  kind  of  coal  which  is  invariably  admitted  to  be  by  far  the 
best  adapted  for  the  work  of  the  blacksmith  or  ironsmith  (as 
he  should  properly  be  called)  is  what  we  are  describing  as  the 
semi-bituminous  coal.  This  is  mainly  owing  to  its  great  heat- 
ing power,  and  its  making  what  is  called  in  the  language  of  the 
trade  "  a  good  hollow  fire."  The  fine  portions  of  the  coal,  which 
are  generally  used  alone  in  this  work,  become  adhesive  and 
cemented  together  in  buming'into  a  compact  body  on  the  out- 
side ;  the  fire  being  confined  to  the  interior  of  the  mass,  the 
coal  not  bnming  outwardly,  but  only  around  the  iron  which 
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the  smith  is  heating,  and  forming  an  arch  lined  with  burning 
coals,  into  which  the  iron  is  thrust,  while  the  outside  presents 
no  appearance  of  fire.  This  is  not  only  a  more  economical  fire, 
burning  the  coal  only  where  it  is  needed,  and  protecting  the 
workman  from  the  beat  of  an  outside  blazing  fire,  which  is  so 
objectionable,  particularly  in  hot  weather,  but  it  makes  a  hotter 
fire  by  concentrating  the  heat  in  the  interior  directly  in  contact 
with  the  iron  where  it  is  needed. 

In  addition  to  this,  these  semi-bituminous  coals  possess  the 
very  valiiable  quality  so  indispensable  for  this  work,  and  so  im- 
portant in  all  uses,  in  being  free  from  sulphur.  The  great  im- 
portance of  this  is  but  little  appreciated  in  the  Eastern  States. 
As  so  much  of  the  coal  produced  throughout  the  great  Alle- 
ghany coal-region  is  of  a  good  quality,  we  are  only  enabled 
properly  to  estimate  its  real  excellence  and  its  great  purity 
after  witnessing  the  masses  of  sulphate  of  iron  brought  ont  of 
the  mines  with  the  coal,  and  much  of  it  adhering  to  it  and 
sold  as  coal,  in  the  States  of  Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Missouri. 
For  smithing,  or  for  any  work  connected  with  the  manufacture 
or  use  of  iron,  nothing  is  more  injurious.  In  the  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Boston,  and  other  Atlantic  markets, 
no  other  coal  is  sold  or  used  for  biacksmithing  but  Cumber- 
land, Clearfield,  and  Broad  Top ;  while  in  the  interior  of  the 
State  of  Kew  York,  in  Western  Canada,  or  Ontario,  and  in  all 
the  "Western  or  Northwestern  States,  every  blacksmith-  uses 
Blossburg  coal,  which  is  the  generic  name  by  which  all  this 
kind  of  coal  from  Northern  Pennsylvania  is  called.  As  an  in- 
stance of  the  distance  to  which  this  valuable  fuel  is  carried,  it 
may  be  stated  thaj  75,053  tons  were  shipped  in  1871  from 
Oswego  and  Buffalo  to  Canada  and  our  omi  "Western  States. 
Chicago  alone  took  21,248  tons  before  the  great  fire,  and  had 
an  insufficient  supply,  much  of  which  was  resold  and  shipped 
off  by  railroad  westward  and  northwestward.  Some  of  it  was 
resold  as  far  as  Omaha,  and  shipped  still  farther  westward 
hundreds  of  miles  toward  the  setting  sun.  The  blacksmiths  of 
Salt  Lake  City,  in  Utah,  use  Blossburg  coal,  and  it  is  even  car- 
ried in  sacks  over  the  plains  and  over  the  mountains  through 
the  gold-regions  of  our  far  Western  Territories,  to  sharpen  the 
tools  of  the  miner  several  thousand  miles  from  Blossburg,  where 
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it  was  mined.  This  is  owing,  not  to  the  absohite  want  of  other 
coal,  but  to  the  IfYestem  coal  not  possessing  those  peculiar  quali- 
ties before  described  required  for  this  businesa. 

What  has  been  said  in  regard  to  blacksmithing  applies  to 
puddling,  heating,  and  rolhng-mills.  This  work,  however,  is 
not  done  by  a  hollow  fire,  but  by  the  passing  over  the  iron  of 
the  heat  and  flame  of  the  coal,  requiring  a  strong  coal  with 
great  heating  power,  burning  with  a  flame  so  as  to  difluse  the 
heat  from  the  furnace  where  it  is  burnt  over  the  iron  placed  in 
the  line  of  the  draught,  requiring  also  a  coal  free  from  sulphur 
and  other  impurities.  All  the  puddling  and  heating  furnaces 
from  Troy,  New  York,  to  Buffalo,  use  Blossburg  coal  in  very 
large  quantities,  as  by  the  statistics  of  the  trade  for  1871  herein 
presented  will  appear.    See  page  159. 

There  is  also  this  import^int  and  useful  attribute  of  this 
species  of  coal  which  is  not  often  referred  to,  but  which  is  a 
high  recommendation  for  its  use  in  blacksmithing,  in  puddling, 
and  heating  in  rolling-milJs,  and  in  generating  steam  under 
boilers,  giving  it  an  advantage  over  anthracite :  "  The  hydrogen 
of  the  gaseous  part  of  the  coal  is  a  potent  purifier  or  remover 
of  any  sulphur  with  which  either  the  coal  itself  or  the  iron  may 
be  contaminated.  The  excellence  of  the  iron  of  the  bituminous 
black  band  of  Scotland  is  admitted  to  be  due  to  the  purifying 
influence  of  the  hydrogen  of  its  bitumen." — {Rogers.)  The 
superior  quality  of  the  wrought-iron  puddled  and  heated  with 
semi-bituminous  coal  is  well  known  j  tlie  reason  being  that  the 
anthracite,  unlike  the  semi-bituminous  coal,  contains  but  little 
hydrogen  to  form  a  chemical  combination  with,  and  carry  off 
the  sulphur.  The  Ohio  geologists  have  proved,  in  the  course 
of  the  present  survey,  that  where  the  sulphur  in  coal  is  not 
combined  with  iron  but  with  the  volatile  portion  of  the  coal,  it 
passes  off  in  coking,  or  in  ordinary  combustion. 

But  the  largest  demand  for  Blossburg  and  other  semi- 
bituminous  coal  is  for  the  generating  of  steam,  in  locomotive  and 
stationary  boilers.  The  qualities  required  for  a  good  steam-coal 
are  various,  and  are  not  very  well  understood.  The  value  of 
coal  for  this  purpose  of  course  depends  mainly  upon  its  heating 
power,  and  it  has  been  often  said,  very  unphilosophically,  that 
this  depends  on  the  proportion  of  carbon  it  contains.     It  is  pro- 
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posed  to  add  to  this  volunae  a  chapter  on  the  combustion  of  eoa]> 
and  at  present  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  combustion  is  the 
chemical  union  of  the  combustible  material  with  oxygen,  and 
that  the  hydrogen  in  Blossburg  coal  theoretically  is  capable  of 
uniting  with  three  times  as  much  oxygen  as  so  much  carbon  could 
have  done.  It  therefore  gives  the  coal  more  heating  power 
than  if  the  coal  were  all  composed  of  carbon.  Carbon,  however, 
is  the  most  uscfiil  constituent  of  coal,  because  the  most  available. 

"  The  question  of  the  value  of  coals  for  the  purpose  of  gen- 
erating steam  is,  of  course,  mainly  dependent  on  their  heating 
power ;  that  is,  on  the  weight  of  water  which  a  given  weight  of 
coal,  burned  under  a  given  evaporating  vessel,  can  convert  into 
steam  while  undergoing  combustion.  But  this  is  not  the  only  cir- 
cumstance requiring  investigation,  in  order  to  decide  their  value. 

"  The  manner  in  which  it  bums,  whether  with  much  or  little 
flame ;  the  amount  and  character  of  its  combustible  ingredients ; 
its  facility  or  difficulty  of  ignition  ;  the  perfection  of  the  com- 
bustion, or  the  proportion  of  the  whole  amount  consumed  to 
that  of  the  combustible  matter  placed  upon  the  grate ;  the  con- 
centration or  diffiisibility  of  its  heat ;  the  proportion  of  humidity 
and  that  of  the  sulphur  which  it  may  contain,  with  the  con- 
sequent liability,  under  certain  circumstances,  to  undergo  spon- 
taneous combustion— are  aU  points  requiring  attentive  con- 
sideration. In  addition  to  these,  we  have  the  question  of  the 
manner  in  which  each  coal  beha^^^s  when  coming  to  the  tem- 
perature of  ignition ;  its  tendency  to  retain  its  original  form  ; 
the  nature  and  extent  of  change  when  any  occurs,  whether  by 
simply  cracldng  and  disintegrating  into  angular  fragments,  or  by 
enlarging  the  bulk,  rounding  away  and  obliterating  the  angles, 
and  yet  not  a^lutinating  mass  to  mass  ;  or,  finally,  by  wholly 
changing  its  form  and  consistence,  swelling  to  a  great  degree, 
and  cohering  so  as  to  form  a  nearly  continuous  roof,  and  thus 
impeding  the  passage  of  air  through  the  ignited  coal.  In  some 
cases  the  question  of  the  amount  of  solid  matter  which  ac- 
companies the  gaseous  products  of  combustion  in  the  state  of 
smoke,  becoming  soot  upon  the  flues  of  the  apparatus  in  which 
the  combustion  is  conducted,  is  one  of  great  practical  impor- 
tance. Of  these  incidental  questions  the  amount  and  character 
of  the  incombustible  ingredients  of  different  coals  is  a  point 
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eminently  deserving  of  notice.  It  indicates  the  deduction 
wliicli  must,  in  all  cases,  be  made  from  the  heating  power  of  an 
equal  weight  of  the  coal,  considered  as  pure  combustible  matter ; 
it  shows  the  extent  and  bind  of  labor  requisite  in  managing  the 
furnace ;  it  warns  us  what  to  expect  in  regard  to  the  durability 
of  grate-bars,  and  the  adhesion  of  seoriee  to  those  important  ap- 
pendages of  the  furnace.  All  these  subjects  must  necessarily 
engage  the  attention  of  engineers  and  furnace-managers,  and  no 
little  portion  of  the  good  or  bad  character  in  coal  may  be  con- 
sidered to  depend  on  these  circumstances.  The  relation  of  the 
incombustible  ingredients  of  coal  to  each  other  is  often  such  as 
to  render  the  mixture  fusible  at  the  temperature  of  ordinary 
furnaces,  or  at  least  to  be  in  a  certain  proportion  I'cdueed  to  a 
pasty,  coherent  mass  upon  the  grate,  impeding  the  passage  of 
air,  leaving  another  portion  unvitrilied,  and  capable  of  passing 
through  the  interstices  between  the  bars.  Tor  different  coals 
this  proportion  is  very  different,  even  when  the  combustion  ia 
conducted  as  far  as  practicable  in  the  same  manner  and  with 
the  same  intensity  of  heat." — (  Wali&r  H.  Johnson.) 

The  tendency  of  semi-bituminous  coal  to  melt  and  cohere  so 
as  to  form  a  crust  and  in  part  impede  the  passage  of  air  through 
the  coal,  might  at  first  view  be  considered  as  an  objection  to  its 
use  for  steam  purposes.  But  in  the  chapter  on  the  combustion 
of  coal  it  will  be  shown  that,  for  the  proper  utilizing  of  the 
hydrogen  gas  given  out  in  •burning,  a  very  large  quantity  of 
atmospheric  air  is  required,  so  large  that  very  few  furnaces 
afford  a  sufficient  supply  to  produce  perfect  combustion.  IlTow, 
in  burning  bituminous  coal  which  has  not  this  melting  or 
caking  quality  the  hydrogen  gas  is  given  out  so  rapidly,  the  coal 
bumang  altogether  outwardly,  that  for  the  want  of  sufficient 
oxygen  much  of  it  passes  off  unconsumed,  and  a  large  part  of 
the  heating  power  of  the  coal  is  lost,  whereas  with  the  semi- 
bituminous  or  caking  coal  the  gas  is  partially  retained  by  the 
formation  of  the  crust,  and  is  given  out  more  gradually,  the  crust 
acting  the  part  of  a  temporary  gas-holder,  from  which  the  fire- 
man with  his  poker  can,  as  occasion  requires,  by  breaking  the 
crust,  allow  the  gas  to  escape  in  such  quantities  that  it  may 
unite  with  the  limited  supply  of  oxygen.  This  caking  quality 
is  very  valuable  in  a  locomotive  coal,  where  the  draft  ia  so  strong 
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that  an  adhesive  coai  is  preferred,  and  it  admits  of  the  use  of 
grate-bars  with  wider  air-spaces  than  can  be  used  with  other 
coal  that  would  he  liable  to  fall  through  the  grates,  which  is  at- 
tended with  a  lose  of  fuel. 

"  The  superintendent  of  the  United  States  Armory  at  Spring- 
field, Massachusetts,  has  recently  been  conducting  a  series  of  ex- 
periments to  test  the  value  of  certain  kinds  of  coal  as  steam- 
generators.  Each  Tariety  of  three  different  classes  of  coal  was 
used  for  six  consecutive  days  in  raising  the  steam  for  the  engine 
of  the  establishment,  with  the  following  reported  results ;  Of 
the  Lackawanna,  or  hard  anthracite,  4.01  pounds  per  horse- 
power were  used  per  hour ;  of  the  Pittston,  a  softer  anthracite, 
4.02  pounds  were  used ;  and  of  the  Cumberland,  or  bituminous 
coal  of  Maryland,  3.03  pounds  were  used.  At  the  Springfield 
Armory,  the  Lackawanna  coal  cost  $8.50  per  gross  ton,  the 
Pittston  $7.85,  and  the  Cumberland. $9.10.  From  these  data 
it  is  calculated  that  the  cost,  per  horse-power,  is  15  mills  for 
Lackawanna,  14  mills  for  Pittston,  and  12  mills  for  Cumberland ; 
and  it  ie  therefore  alleged  that  bituminous  coal  is  the  more 
economical  fuel  as  a  steam-generator,  making  more  heat  and 
creating  more  power  per  pound  and  per  cent,  of  coat  than  the 
harder  coals. 

"This  has  also  been  done  at  Colt's  Armory  in  Hartford  ; 
and  after  careful  experiments  it  was  found  that  for  steam- 
generating  purposes  the  Cumberland  coal  was  better  and 
cheaper  than  the  anthracite,  whether  compared  ton  for  ton  or 
by  the  relative  cost  of  the  two." 

And  Prof.  J.  P.  Leslie,  in  the  United  States  Railroad  t6 
Mimng  Register,  adds  :  "  This  result  was  established  years  ago 
by  the  experiments  conducted  by  "Walter  E,  Johnson  under 
orders  of  the  United  States  Govemiuent,  and  has  been  re- 
established by  the  practical  working  of  the  coals  used  by  the 
0  cean-ste  amers.' ' 

Prof.  Johnson  conducted  experiments  on  41  different 
varieties  of  coal,  both  anthracite  and  bituminous,  and  among 
others  with  Blossburg  coal.  By  his  report,  published  by 
Congress  in  1844,  it  appears  that  "  the  rate  of  evaporation  of 
water  per  hour  by  Blossburg  coal  was  scarcely  exceeded'by  any 
coal  tried  during  the  course  of  these  experiments,"  and  in  the 
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table  of  the  names  of  the  coals  in  the  order  of  maxiirram  rapidity 
of  evaporation  Blossburg  is  second  on  the  Kst  of  41  varietiee, 
being  above  all  the  Cumberland  and  anthracite  coals,  as  it  is 
also  in  the  table  showing  the  order  of  the  coals  in  respect  to 
rapidity  of  ignition.  Rapidity  of  ignition  and  in  evaporation 
are  very  important  qualities  in  a  steam-coal,  especially  in  a 
locomotive,  or  other  engine  where  time  is  of  great  importance. 
In  the  order  of  the  evaporative  power  with  equal  weight  and 
equal  bulk  of  coal,  and  in  the  various  other  aspects  in  which 
comparisons  were  made,  Blossburg  takes  a  high  rank  equal  or 
above  most  varieties,  of  both  Cumberland  aud  anthracite. 

In  this  report,  Prof.  Johnson  iirst  pointed  out  the  re- 
semblance between  the  coke  formed  in  the  combustion  of 
bituminous  coal  and  the  lungs  of  animals.  Bespiration  is  a 
process  exactly  analogous  to  that  of  combustion,  both  being  the 
chemical  union  of  the  particles  of  carbon  or  hydrogen  with 
particles  of  oxygen.  These  do  not  unite  readily  but  by  atoms, 
and  must  be  brought  together  in  as  many  email  jets  as  possible. 
Kothing  in  nature  is  so  admirably  fitted  to  expose  large  surfaces 
for  the  rapid  absorption  of  oxygen  as  the  lungs ;  and  the  superior 
rapidity  of  combustion  and  heating  power  of  a  coal-forming 
coke  is  the  known  fact  of  its  porous  texture  and  the  admis- 
sion of  numerous  small  particles  of  air  to  a  vast  extent  of  sur- 
face for  combustion.  But  with  respect  to  anthracites,  on  the 
contrary,  it  may  he  said  that  their  combustion  is  effected 
solely  by  the  contact  of  the  air  with  the  surfaces  of  their  solid 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  total  joint  production  of 
coal  from  the  Blossburg,  Mclntyre,  and  Towanda  coal-regions 
for  1870  and  1871,  with  a  statement  of  the  uses  made  of  the 
coal  in  the  latter  year : 


COAL  EEGIOUS. 

ISTl. 

18T0. 

!««««.. 

eiB,079 
106,130 
818,336 

733,036 
17,808 
273,335 

88,832 
105,000 

1,299,544 

1,024,178 

The  coal  produced  in  1871  was  used  as  follows : 
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For  locomotive  purposes  by  the  Erie  Railwaj ;  the  New  Tort  Central  & 
Hudson  Biver  Railroad;  the  Rensselaer  &  Saratoga  Railroad;  the 
Rome  &  WtttertowD  Railroad,  and   other  smafler  railroads  in  New 

York. 619,064 

By  rolling  .mills  at  Troy,  Rome,  Syracnse,  Buffalo,  Elmira,  and   otber 

places 242,211 

By  the  Onondaga  Salt  Companj,  at  Syracuse 170,142 

Ueed  for  stationary  engines,  steamboats,  and  sold  to  coal-dealers 168,286 

Used  for  blacksmithing 99,862 

Total  as  above 1,299,644 

The  total  proiluetion  of  these  three  districts  since  the  mines 
were  opened  is  6,453,222  tons,  of  which  5,883,750  tons  were 
from  the  Blossburg  region  proper. 

It  will  be  noticed  that,  by  the  foregoing  statement,  50  per 
cent,  of  all  the  semi-bituminous  coal  mined  in  Northern  Penn- 
sylvania is  burnt  on  railroads,  in  locomotive-engines.  The  quali- 
ties to  which  it  is  indebted  for  this  very  important  market  are, 
among  others,  that  it  bums  so  that  steam  may  be  raised  in  a 
very  short  period,  and  maintained  at  the  proper  pressure  which 
is  often  highly  necessary.  To  "make  time"  is  the  railroad- 
engineer's  first  duty,  the  great  aim  of  his  life,  and  he  therefore 
requires  a  coal  that  is  able  to  produce  a -quick  action.  In 
W.  E.  Johnson's  experiments,  made  for  the  iTavy  Department, 
Blossburg  coal  is  equal  to  any  of  the  coals  used  in  this  respect. 
It  also  possesses  high  evaporative  power,  is  capable  of  convert- 
ing a  large  amount  of  water  into  steam  with  a  small  consump- 
tion of  coal,  and  is  attended  with  very  little  smoke,  soot,  or  cin- 
ders. Semi-bituminous  coal  contains  but  a  small  portion  of  mat- 
ter to  be  vaporized,  and  therefore  soon  comes  to  a  temperature 
of  full  ignition.  The  considerable  increase  of  volume  which  it 
takes  in  cokingfevors  the  conseqnent  rapid  and  effective  combus- 
tion of  the  fixed  carbon.  In  some  cases,  especially  when  brought 
very  gradually  to  ignition,  the  masses  of  coke  scarcely  cohere, 
and  the  original  forms  of  the  lumps  are  in  a  measure  p 
It  is  also  free  from  any  considerable  quantity  of  sulphur. 

The  only  analyses  known  to  have  been  made  of  coal  from 
any  of  the  mines  now  in  operation  near  Blossburg,  are  the  fol- 
lowing, by  Dr.  Goessman.  To  these  is  added  that  made  by 
W.  E,  Johnson,  of  coal  from  the  old  Blossburg  mines,  which 
were  situated  directly  at  the  village  of  that  name.    The  coal 
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V  produced  is  of  a  much  tetter  qaalitj.     No  eoa!  has  been 
t  to  market  from  that  mine  since  the  year  1858. 


R.  «0«SSMAN, 

m. 

W.  R.  JOHNSON,  1B«- 

E„m,„.. 

J«>«'.M1.* 

Tioe.  Ml„.. 

011  1.1,.^..S  Mln.. 

Fixed  carbon. 

Volatile  matter 

Eattlij  matter 
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S.616 

ia.79B 
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The  foregoing  general  synoptical  table  of  the  analyses  and 
efBciency  of  American  coals  iB  tbe  result  of  Prof.  TV,  R.  John- 
Bon's  elaborate  experiments,  made  at  great  expense  for  the 
United  States  Navy  Department,  in  1844.  The  Hichmond 
(Virginia)  coals  are  omitted  in  this  table,  as  they  have  gone  out 
of  general  use.  They  are  arranged  in  three  classes,  as  anthra- 
cite, semi-bituminous,  and  bituminous.  It  shows  that  coals  of 
similar  analysis,  taken  from  regions  widely  separated,  produce 
similar  results.  The  semi-bituminous  varieties  are  the  best  in 
respect  to  evaporative  power  per  pound ;  and,  in  respect  to 
their  elfieiency  in  a  given  time,  they  are  far  superior  to  both 
anthracite  and  bituminous  coals.  Of  the  ten  varieties  of  semi- 
bituminous  coal,  Blossburg  has  exactly  the  average  analysis  of 
them  all,  and  in  efficiency  it  is  above  the  .tverage. 


2.  McINTTRE. 

The  Northern  Central  Railroad  at  Kalston,  Pennsylvania, 
24  miles  north  of  "Williamsport  and  54  south  of  Elmira,  is  808 
feet  above  tide-water.  It  here  runs  at  the  base  of  two  vei-y 
steep  mountains,  which  shut  in  the  narrow  little  valley  of  Ly- 
coming Creek.  At  both  the  east  and  west  side  appear  the  up- 
per members  of  the  red  slate  and  red  sandstone,  called,  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Keports,  Formation  IX,,  or  Eogere's  Ponent,  but 
they  are  scarcely  visible  at  Ealston,  while,  a  few  miles  both 
above  and  below,  they  again  come  in,  by  a  change  of  dip.'  It 
is  this  curve  in  the  strata  which  gives  the  trough-shape  to  the 
formation  at  this  point,  and  causes  such  a  depression  along  the 
central  or  synclinal  line  of  the  basin,  that  the  coal-measures, 
the  highest  strata  in  Central  or  "Western  Pennsylvania,  iind 
their  place  below  the  summit  of  the  hills.  The  next  formation 
of  rock,  above  the  red  shales  and  sandstones,  is  No.  X.,  or 
Pogers's  Vespertine,  which  is  a  series  of  hard  gray  s 
This  rock  generally  constitutes  the  principal  part  of  the  e 
or  southern  slope  of  the  main  Alleghany  ridge.  It  is  in  thin 
beds,  seldom  in  large  blocks,  projecting  in  bold  cHffsi  The 
next  formation  is  No.  XI.,  or  Kogers's  Umbral,  consisting  of 
soft  red  shales,  very  nearly  100  feet  thick  in  this  part  of  the 
'  Reports  of  J.  T.  Hodge  famish  the  geolog;  of  this  article. 
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State,  and  contains  several  beds  of  iron-ore.  These  three  for- 
mations, IX,,  X.,  and  XI.,  or  Eogera's  Ponent,  Yespertine, 
and  Umbral,  are  subdivisions  of  what,  in  Dana's  "  Manual," 
and  other  boobs  on  geology,  are  called  the  Catskill  group.' 

The  next  formation,  XII,,  or  Eogers'a  Serai  Conglomerate 
and  Sandstone,  is  the  floor  of  the  coal-measures,  and  at  Ral- 
ston is  only  70  to  80  feet  thick,  though  in  some  other  coun- 
ties it  exceeds  1,000  feet.  It  is  a  massive  sandstone,  composed 
of  white  quartz,  pebbles,  and  sand.  Being  exceedingly  bard 
and  durable,  it  has  withstood  better  than  the  otlier  strata  the 
wearing  agencies  that  have  given  the  present  outlines  to  the 
hills,  and  is  everywhere  the  most  prominent  rock,  standing  out 
in  precipitous  ledges,  or  capping  the  ragged  summits  around 
the  margin  of  the  coal-fields.  It  is  so  well  marked,  in  its  ap- 
pearance and  position,  that  it  is  the  best  guide  to  determine  the 
presence  of  the  coal-measures,  the  next  formation  above,  as  also 
to  mark  the  position  of  the  valuable  bed  of  iron-ore  which,  in 
this  region,  is  found  immediately  below  the  conglomerate. 

The  coal-measures  occupy  the  summits  along  the  line  of  the 
basin.  They  consist  of  sandstone,  shales,  fire-clay,  beds  of  coal, 
and  some  iron-ore  in  the  shales.  It  is  only  the  lower  part  of 
the  series  that  catches  in  these  bills.  The  width  of  the  basin 
does  not  appear  to  exceed  six  miles,  and  the  length  of  the  area 
occupied  by  the  coal-tbrmation,  before  it  is  interrupted  by  the 
conglomerate,  is  believed  to  be  about  ten  miles.  Both  in  length 
and  width,  however,  there  are  occasional  interruptions  caused 
by  the  valleys.  The  lower  any  cdal-seam  is  found  in  the  hills, 
the  more  area  it  will  cover,  or  the  less  it  will  have  been  cut  up  and 
removed  by  the  process  of  excavation  of  the  ravines  and  valleys, 

Ralston  is  .at  the  mouth  of  Stony  and  Rocky  Run,  on  Ly- 
coming Creek,  and,  like  Barclay,  is  in  the  second  coal-basin. 
The  hills  are  about  1,000  feet  high,  surmounted  by  eonglom- 
eritic  sandstone.  The  centre  of  the  coal-basin  crosses  Ly- 
coming Creek  near  the  mouth  of  Dutchman's  Run,  where  the 
Mclntyre  Coal  Company's  mines  are  situated,  one  mile  above 
Rocky  Run  and  Ralston  station.  The  anticlinal  axis,  causing 
the  southern  margin  of  this  basin,  crosses  near  the  mouth  of 
Pleasant  Stream,  about  four  miles  south  of  the  Melntyre  mines, 
'  See  page  IIS  for  Pennsflvania  geological  seKeB. 
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while  the  other  axis,  bounding  it  on  the  north,  passes  near  the 
month  of  Roaring  Branch,  about  2^  miles  north  of  Mclntyre.' 
The  hills,  including  the  coal-measures,  occupy  a  range  of  coun- 
try extending  east  to  the  end  of  Towanda  or  Barclay  Mountain, 
at  Greenwood,  and  west  nearly  ten  miles  in  length ;  but  the 
coal  is  not  continuous  over  all  this  extent,  being  interrupted 
by  deep  valleys  of  denudation.  The  principal  localities  of  the 
coal  at  Kalstort  are  on  the"  east  side  of  the  creek,  on  a  branch 
of  Eocky  Run,  between  that  stream  and  Dutchman's  Eun, 
where  are  situated  the  new  coal-works  of  the  Mclntyre  Coal 
Company,  erected  in  1870 ;  also  on  Red  Run,  on  the  west  side 
of  Lycoming  Ci'eek  and  Valley ;  and  on  Frozen  Run,  near  Aston- 
ville.  The  height  of  the  coal  above  the  creek  at  Ralston  is 
about  875  feet.  On  the  road  leading  to  the  old  mines,  and 
below  the  conglomerate,  in  a  bed  of  dark  shale,  there  is  a  valu- 
able band  of  iron-ore,  lying  only  foui-  feet  beneath  the  rock, 
from  which  it  is  separated  by  a  layer  of  brown  shale.  The  con- 
glomerate and  sandstone  stratum,  below  the  coal,  varies  from 
46  to  150  feet  in  thickness.  The  top  of  this  rock  is  marked  by 
a  terrace,  gently  receding  from  the  front  of  the  hiU  to  an  abrupt 
slope,  formed  by  a  bed  of  white  sandstone,  about  60  feet  in 
thickness.  Between  these  two  sandstone  beds  we  find  a  seam 
(1  or  A)  of  rather  slaty  coal,  from  18  to  30  inches  thick,  under- 
laid by  30  inches  of  slate.  Over  the  sandstone  occurs  another 
bed  of  coal  (3  or  B),  six  feet  thick,  but  not  of  superior  quality, 
the  lo^er  part  of  it  consisting  of  slaty  cannel  coal,  and  the  rest 
being  rather  hard.  It  includes  two  bands  of  slate,  one  eight 
inches,  the  other,  near  the  bottom,  three  inches  thick. 

Another  coal-seam  (3  or  C),  between  two  feet  six  inches  and 
two  feet  ten  inches  thick,  occurs  seven  and  a  half  feet  above 
the  former.  It  contains  three  inches  of  slate  near  the  middle, 
but  supplies  an  excellent  coal  for  coking,  and  is  much  superior 
to  the  thicker  seam  beneath  it.  Above  this  coal  we  find  a  bed 
of  shale,  containing  large  nodular  balls  of  iron-ore,  the  quantity 
of  which  has  not  yet  been  ascertained,  and,  a  little  higher,  an. 
other  seam  (4  or  I>)  of  coal,  one  foot  in  thickness.  Next  occur 
17  feet  of  sandstone,  and  then  a  bed  of  slate,  containing  balls 
of  good  iron-ore  iu  considerable  abundance.  It  is  thought  that 
'  From  Rogers's  "Foajrth  Aimuat  Report." 
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this  larger  bed  may  furnish  three  feet  of  iron-ore.  Still  ascend- 
ing, we  find  80  feet  of  brown  sandstone,  then  a  fire-clay,  two 
and  a  half  feet,  and  a  seam  of  coal  (5  or  d),  one  foot  thick,  blue 
slate,  three  feet,  brownish  and  then  white  sandstone,  40  feet ; 
and,  above  this,  a  bed  of  coal  (6  or  E),  not  fully  opened  at  the 
date  of  Prof.  Kogers's  final  report,  but  stated  to  be  four  feet 
thick,  presenting  a  good  appearance  at  its  outcrop,  and  which 
is  now  largely  mined.  Crowning  the  highest  part  of  the  hill, 
occurs  a  bed  of  conglomerate,  t!0  feet  in  thickness. 

The  dip  of  these  strata,  at  the  mines  on  Rocky  Run,  is 
gently  westward; on  Dutchman's  Rim,  on  the  opposite  side  it 
is  toward  the  east-southeast,  while  a  few  miles  farther  np  the 
main  branch  of  Eocliy  Run  it  is  toward  the  northwest  about 
4°.  On  Red  Run,  the  strata  are  nearlythe  same  as  at  Ralston. 
IVozen  Run  enters  Lycoming  Creek  on  the  west  side,  below 
Rocky  Rmi.  The  coal-measures  extend  to  the  head  of  Frozen 
Run ;  the  old  Ralston  mines,  now  abandoned,  were  on  the  hill 
between  Frozen  Run  and  Red  Run.  The  strata  here  are  very 
similar  to  those  at  Ralston,  except  that  the  coal-beds  are  not  so 
thick. 

Annexed  is  a  section,  made  by  Colonel  Howard  If.  Smith, 
the  general  superintendent  at  Melntyre,  showing  the  coal- 
seams,  and  their  intervals  of  rock,  the  latter  differing  somewhat 
from  those  given  by  Prof.  H.  D.  Rogers,  in  the  "  State  Geologi- 
cal Report,"  which  was  taken  at  another  locality,  and  before 
any  mining  had  been  done  at  Ralston.  This  may  be  t%ben  as 
a  typical  section  of  the  lower  coal-measures,  the  coarse  sand- 
stone, or  heavy  conglomerate,  tinged  with  red  above  Coal  E, 
which  caps  the  mountain,  being  probably  the  Mahoning  sand- 
stone.    {See  cut  of  this  section  on  page  137.) 

The  lower  conglomerate  is  here  sometimes  degraded  into 
a  sandstone,  above  which  is  the  A  vein,  which  is  thin  and  roll- 
ing. Above  are  26  feet  of  sandstone  and  If  feet  of  fire-clay. 
This  brings  us  to  the  head  of  the  shutes  and  coal-seam  B,  which 
is  two  feet  two  inches  thick,  .Above  it  are  eight  feet  of  slate 
and  six  feet  of  sandstone,  and  then  Coal  C,  which  is  three  feet, 
with  two  inches  of  slate  separating  it  into  two  parts.  Then,  in 
ascending  order,  are  nine  feet  of  slate  and  60  feet  of  gray  sand- 
stone to  the  D  vein,  which  has  three  feet  of  clear  coal.     Above 
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it  are  three  feet  of  fire-clay  and  84  feet  of  brown  sandstone,  and 
then  the  principal  seam  of  coal  E,  whicli  is  five  feet  three  inches, 
but  the  upper  portion  is  inferior,  and  is  not  mined.  The  seam 
affords  four  feet  four  inches  of  clean  coal — a  good,  free-burning 
steam-coal.  Above  it  is  a  layer  of  two  feet  of  slate,  and  then 
50  feet  of  gray  sandstone,  and,  on  the  surface,  15  feet  of  earth. 
'  'together  there  are  275  feet  of  eoal- 
iaaures  above  the  conglomerate. 

^ These  mines  are  unusually  rich  in 

Wy*  -     MASk  sils,  which  can  be  picked  up  in  great 

gJK^g^'  intities  among   the   slates  brought 

~  JU|^^B  lE^if  '"  '^f  t^3  mines,  the  impressions  of 

i^Pf^^^  Ll-plants  being   remarkably  distinct 

■*  i   beautiful.      The   vicinity   afibrds 

*  ne  of  the  finest  mountain-scenery  in 

nnsylvania ;   and  the    hotels,   deep 

„*-    -     J-  wn  in  this  eocl,  shady  valley  of  Ly- 

i  ^    Ti    V  "'"&  Creek    aie  favorite   places   of 

^i'  iK     •  ort  for  the  tourist  during  the  hot 

ather  of  aumnier.      These  are  the 

I  m  !Northem  Pennsylvania 

';  tuated  directly  upon 

through-line  of  rail- 

1   ad. 

The  most  sti-iking 
object  at  the  Melntyre 
mines  is  the  inclined 
plane,  in  sight  of  the 
Korthem  Central  Rail- 
road, by  which  tho 
railroad-cars  are  car- 
jffz'  "®^  ^P  t^^  mountain 
*■  -  (see  Fig.  32).  This  is 
a  very  cheap  and  rapid  method  of  overcoming  a  great  elevation, 
and  where,  as  at  this  place,  the  tonnage  is  altogether  descend- 
ing, no  steam-power  is  necessary,  the  weight  of  the  loaded  ears 
drawing  up  the  empty  ones.  The  plane  is  2,300  feet  in  length 
and  670  feet  in  height.  Above  the  plane  is  a  short  piece  of 
railroad,  1,500  feet  in  length,  ascending  10  feet  to  the  coal- 
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ebutes.  There  are  32  double  shutes,  29  feet  in  height,  or  64  in 
all,  capable  of  holding  2,000  tons  of  coal.  The  head  of  the  Bhute 
is  on  a  level  with  the  second  or  B  seam  of  coal.  From  this  point 
another  inclined  plane  ascends  176  feet  of  elevation,  in  a  length 
of  360  feet,  to  the  level  of  the  upper  or  E  seam  of  coal,  from 
which  the  mining  is  principally  done.  The  emal!  or  mine  cars 
only  are  nm  over  this  upper  plane.  The  whole  elevation  from 
the  Northern  Central  liallroad,  in  the  valley  of  Lynoming 
Creek,  to  the  upper  seam  E,  is  therefore  889  feet,  making  that 
point  1,697  feet  above  tide-water.  Coal-seam  B  is  502  feet  below 
the  B  seam,  at  Barclay,  in  the  same  basin,  if  the  levels  are  cor- 
rectly taken.  Three  of  the  seams  of  coal  have  been  opened, 
and  found  to  be  of  workable  size  and  good  quality. 

All  of  these  momitaina  are  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of 
hemlock-timber  of  an  excellent  quality  for  building-purposes, 
and  the  first  thing  to  be  done  when  work  is  begun  in  estaUish- 
jng  a  colliery  in  this  country,  is  to  build  a  steam  saw-mill. 
This  is  afterward  always  an  important  part  of  the  fixtures  of 
the  mine,  as  large  quantities  of  lumber  are  required  for  houses, 
shutes,  and  other  purposes.  The  mining  village  at  Mclntyre  is 
composed  of  12i  houses  for  dwellings  for  the  miners  and  other 
employes,  also  a  school-house,  public  hall,  bams,  shops,  stores, 
etc.,  presenting  very  much  the  same  general  features  as  the 
mining  towns  in  the  Blossburg  coal-region  already  described. 
The  development  of  this  coal-district  has  been  unusually  rapid, 
showing  by  its  early  success  the  energy  of  the  proprietors,  and 
the  favorable  circumstances  under  which  the  colHery  was  estab- 
lished. The  mines  were  first  opened  in  the  fall  of  1870,  and  in 
1871  the  company  mined  and  sold  106,129  tons  of  coal,  and 
thus  far  in  1872  their  tonnage  is  at  the  rate  of  160,000  tons  per 
annum.  Tliey  ship  all  their^coal  by  railro-id,  finding  a  part  of 
their  market  southward,  and  a  part  northward,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  shipping  it  by  the  New  York  Central  &  Hudson 
Eiver  Kailroad  to  Buffalo,  Rochester,  and  the  port  of  Charlotte, 
for  the  Canada  market.  The  Northern  Central  Railroad,  on 
which  these  mines  are  situated,  is  a  large  customer,  using  this 
coal  in  their  locomotives. 

The  method  of  working  the  mines,  and  other  particulars 
already  given  in  regard  to  the  several  mines  in  the  Bloasburg 
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region,  are  not  materially  different  at  Mcln- 
tjre.  The  Mclntyre  Coal  Company  was  i 
founded  by  the  late  Jervia  Langdon,  one  of 
the  most  enterprising  and  successful  coal- 
merchants  in  the  State  of  New  York.  The 
present  officers  are  his  son,  Charles  J.  Lang- 
don, who  is  the  president,  and  J.  D,  F.  Slee, 
rice-president.  The  office  of  the  company  is 
at  Elmira,  New  York. 

3.  TOWANDA. 

Much  that  has  been  said  in  regard  to  the 
Blossburg  region,  the  general  descriptions 
already  given  of  coal-works,  and  as  to  the 
character  of  semi-bituminous  coal,  will  apply 
to  the  Barclay  or  Towanda  coal-region, 
which  is  in  the  second  basin.  {See  map  on  S 
page  125.)  Approaching  it  from  the  north,  | 
by  the  valley  of  the  North  Branch  of  the 
Susquehanna  River,  the  railroad  on  its  west 
bank  runs  through  the  Chemung  group  past 
Towanda,  which  is  699  feet  above  tide-water ; 
thence  leaving  the  river,  it  rises  in  a  south- 
western direction  up  the  valley  of  Towanda 
Creek,  and  its  middle  or  Schrader  branch, 
and  by  means  of  a  self-acting  inclined  plane, 
similar  to  that  at  Mclntyre,  mounts  to  the 
summit  of  the  Towanda  Momitain,  where  the  i 
coal-seam  B  is  found  16  miles  from  Towanda 
village,  1,320  feet  above  it  and  2,019  above 
tide,  between  the  main  Towanda  Creek  and 
the  branch  above  mentioned.  The  mountain 
is  characteristic  of  the  Alleghany  range,  of 
which  it  is  the  most  northern  and  eastern 
finger-point,  carrying  upon  it  the  farthest 
northeastern  field.  Its  strata  dip  toward  the 
southwest,  and  it  presents  a  very  steep  es- 
carpment, just  1,000  feet  high  above  the  level 
of  Towanda  Creek  Valley.  The  coal  occupies 
the  highest  summits  only  of  the  mountain. 
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The  annexed  section,  derived  from  the  State  geological  map, 
taken  in  a  north-and-soath  direction,  shows  in  a  beautiful  man,- 
ner  what  has  been  described  in  the  general  account  of  the 
Pennsylvania  coal-basins,  on  page  123,  that,  although  they  are 
now  on  the  summits  of  the  mountains,  yet  the  bending  of  the 
strata  shows  that  they  were  originally  in  the  valleys.  The  anti- 
clinal valley  of  Towanda  Creek  at  the  base  of  the  Barclay  or 
Towanda  Mountain,  and  that  of  Sugar  Creek,  farther  north,  are 
both  cut  out  of  an  ancient  mountain  of  which  only  a  ridge 
of  lower  formation  than  the  eoal-rocks  remains,  between  those 
streams.  The  dotted  lines  show  the  position  of  this  anticlinal 
mountain  between  the  second  and  third  coal-basins,  before  it 
was  carried  away.  Farther  west,  at  Halston,  the  Lycoming 
Creek  finds  its  way  southward  through  a  very  narrow  valley 
which  is  a  fracture  across  the  second  coal-basin.  Farther  north- 
east, at  Greenwood,  the  mountain  ends,  the  coal-basin  itself  is  re- 
moved, and  there  is  no  more  coal.  But  tracing  it  as  the  flexures 
of  the  basin  show  themselves  in  the  formations  below  the  coal, 
the  line  of  the  axis,  or  bottom  of  the  basin,  was  followed  by  the 
State  geologists  up  the  valley  of  "Wysox  Creek,  and  into  the 
northwest  part  of  Susquehanna  County.  All  this  country  is 
thousands  of  feet  below  the  coal  formation,  as  is  proved  in  the  ac- 
count of  the  corresponding  district  north  of  the  Elossburg  region. 

This  region  affords  an  illustration  of  what  we  will  have 
occasion  to  discuss,  under  the  head  of  the  coal-trade,  of  the  vital 
importance  of  a  good  quality  of  coal.  For,  while  there  is  hut  a 
single  seam  of  coal,  and  the  area  is  far  from  being  extensive 
compared  to  our  other  vast  coal-regions,  yet  from  the  coal  being 
good,  and  situated  at  a  short  distance  from  its  market,  a  large 
business  has  sprung  up,  larger  than  some  of  the  other  regions 
have  attained,  with  hundreds  of  square  miles  and  numerous 
large  seams  of  coal. 

The  Erie  Railway  Company,  whose  road  follows  the  southern 
line  of  the  State  of  New  York,  having  become  a  large  consumer 
of  seml-bituminoue  coal  for  locomotive  purposes,  has  leased  the 
principal  mines  of  this  region,  being  those  of  the  Barclay  and 
Towanda  Coal  Companies.  During  the  year  1869  they  produced 
and  burned  for  their  own  use  176,307  tons ;  in  the  year  1870, 
196,310  tons ;  and  in  1871,  263,928  tons.  This  is  in  addition  to 
the  coal  they  purchased  at  Blossburg,    The  only  other  mines 
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opened  in  the  region  are  those  of  the  Fall  Creek  Bituminous 
Coal  Company,  now  owned  by  the  proprietors  of  three  large 
rolling-mills  at  Troy,  New  York,  Messrs.  Burden,  Griswold, 
&  Coming,  ■who  mined,  in  1870,  77,025  tons,  and  in  1S71, 
129,095  tons,  which  was  nearly  all  consumed  in  their  own  mills. 
Thus  these  parties  have  absorbed  nearly  the  whole  production 
of  the  region,  in  all  273,335  tons  in  1870,  and  393,033  tons  in 
1871,  Ei  quantity  greater  than  some  whole  States  in  the  coal- 
regions  produced.  The  Barclay  Coal  Company  was  organized 
by  Edward  Overton,  of  Towanda,  Pennsylvania  (who  was  the 
first  president),  John  Ely,  and  Edward  M.  Davis,  of  Philadelphia. 
Mr.  Davis  is  now  the  president,  and  the  largest  stockholder. 
George  K.  Oat,  of  Philadelphia,  was  the  president  for  eight  years. 
Their  railroad  from  the  mines  at  Barclay  to  Towanda  was  com- 
pleted in  1850,  and  a  comparatively  small  business  continued 
to  be  done  by  canal  under  great  difficulties,  from  the  want  of 
transportation,  until  the  year  1866.  The  Pennsylvania  & 
New  York  Canal  and  Railroad  Company  then  completed  their 
railroad  from  Towanda  to  Waverly,  when  the  Barclay  Coal 
Company  leased  their  mines  and  railroad  to  the  Towanda  Coal 
Company,  the  stock  of  which  is  owned  exclusively  by  the  Erie 
Railway  Company.  Since  that  period  the  production  has  been 
very  largely  increased,  the  coal  being  nearly  all  used  on  that 
railroad  for  locomotive  fuel  and  in  the  railroad-shops.  The 
mines  are  but  36  miles  south  of  Waverly,  which  is  256  miles 
from  New.  York,  not  far  from  the  business  centre  of  the  road, 
and  this  is  the  first  bituminous  coal  met  with  in  going  west. 
These  circumstances,  and  the  good  quality  of  the  coal  for  steam 
purposes,  make  this  a  valuable  lease  for  the  Erie  Railway. 

i.  8N0WSH0B. 
The  land  on  which  this  coal-region  is  situated  was  surveyed 
by  the  deputy  surveyor-general  of  the  State,  under  land-war- 
rants from  the  Commonwealth,  at  the  beginning  of  the  winter 
season.  Being  overtaken  by  a  snow-storm,  the  surveying  party 
were  obliged  to  make  snow-shoes  on  which  to  get  down  from 
the  mountain  to  the  settlement  in  the  valley.  These  tracts  of 
land  haying  from  this  circumstance  been  called  the  "  Snow- 
ehoe  Survey,"  this  name  was  afterward  given  to  the  town- 
ship in  whicli  they  are  situated,  and  to  the  mines. 
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This  coal-region  is  situated  in  the  first  coal-basin  of  Kogera, 
in  the  western  part  of  the  county  of  Centre,  and  nearly  west  of 
Bellefonte.  The  Bellefonte  &  Snowshoe  liailroad,  26  miles 
in  length,  connects  the  mines  with  that  place,  and  it  is  inter- 
sected at  Milesburg  by  the  Bald  Eagle  Branch  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Eailroad,  which  runs  from  Tyrone  to  Lock  Haven. 
From  the  junction  with  the  latter  railroad  the  Bellefonte  & 
Snowshoe  Railroad  climbs  the  Alleghany  Mountain  by  switch- 
backs 1,000  feet  in  a  distance  of  16  miles.  Like  the  Tyrone  & 
Clearfield  ^Railway  it  then  descends  into  the  first  coal-basin, 
but  the  descent  is  less,  being  here  but  200  feet  in  a  distance  of 
BIX  miles  to  the  level  of  the  slaty  vein,  No.  9  of  the  following 
section,  while  the  descent  at  PhiUipsburg  is  530  feet. 

The  coal-field  covers  an  area  of  at  least  eight  miles  in  a 
north-and-south  direction,  and  some  four  miles  in  an  east-and- 
west  direction,  and  is  situated  on  both  sides  of  the  head-waters 
of  Beach  Creek,  and  a  little  farther  west  than  it  is  represented 
on  the  map  of  the  State  Geological  Survey. 

No  geological  examination  has  been  made  of  the  lands 
except  that  of  the  State,  and  there  is  no  published  pampldet 
descriptive  of  the  region.  Mr.  James  Somerville,  the  intel- 
ligent mining-engineer  of  the  district,  and  who  mines  the  coal 
by  contract,  gives  the  following  approximate  section  of  the  coal- 
measures  so  far  as  they  have  been  observed  in  the  mining  that 
has  been  done,  and  the  explorations  which  have  been  made, 
which  seem  not  to  have  been  very  thorough  or  extensive,  and 
only  made  for  mining  purposes. 

Section  of  coal-measures  at  Snowshoe  in  descending 
order : 

1.  On  top  of  the  hill  seventy  to  eighty  feet  of  slate  and 
sandstone. 

2.  Coal  E,  five  feet  of  clean  coal,  worked. 

3.  Eifty  feet  of  sandstone  and  slate. 

4.  Two  feet  of  limestone  and  iron-ore. 

5.  One  foot  of  coed  D. 

6.  Sixty  feet  of  sandstone  and  slate. 

7.  Coal  G,  six  feet,  the  Snowshoe  and  Karthaua  vein  with 
two  slate  partings,  one  of  one  inch,  nine  inches  from  the  bottom, 
and  the  other  six  inches  thick,  and  three  feet  irom  the  bottom. 
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8.  Forty  feet  of  slate  and  sandstone. 

9,  Goal  B,  four  and  a  half  feet  of  slaty  or  bony  coal. 

10,  Ninety  feet  of  sandstone. 

11.  Coal  i,  six  feet,  of  which  three  and  a  half  are  good  coal. 
Three  of  these  coal-seams  were  worked  in  1872,  Nos.  2,  7, 

and  11  of  the  above  section. 

The  coal  is  a  good  quality  of  semi-bituminous  coal,  free 
from  sulphur,  and  well  adapted  for  steam  and  rolling-mills. 
Professor  Kogera's  analysis  gives  it  78.8  per  cent,  of  coke,  and 
21.2  per  cent,  of  volatile  matter  and  ashes.  It  finds  its  way  to 
market  by  the  railroad  described,  and  then  by  the  Bald  Eagle 
Valley  to  Lock  Haven,  the  Philadelphia  &  Erie,  the  Keading 
Kailroad,  the  Iforthern  Central,  and  other  railroads  eastward 
to  the  interior  of  the  State.  At  present,  from  its  situation  in 
reference  to  the  marl^et,  the  production  is  limited  to  about 
100,000  tons  per  annum,  or  a  little  less  than  that  quantity, 

A  company,  called  the  "  Snowshoe  Land  Association," 
owns  40,000  acres  of  land  in  this  vicinity,  and  monopolizes  the 
coal.  They  conveyed  a  sm.ill  portion  of  it,  some  2,000  acres,  to 
the  Bellefonte  &  Snowshoe  Eailroad,  the  stock  of  which  is 
owned  by  the  same  parties,  and  hence  there  is  but  the  one 
mining  company  in  the  region,  while  at  Phillipsburg  there  are 
sixteen.  It  is  a  substantial,  careful,  money-making  company, 
chiefly  composed  of  Philadelphia  capitalists. 


0.  PHILLIPSBURG. 

On  the  line  between  the  counties  of  Centre  and  Clearfield, 
on  the  Moshannon  Creek  and  its  tributaries,  is  a  coal-field 
belonging  to  the  first  coal-basin,  which  has  within  a  few  years 
grown  into  considerable  importance.  In  1871,  there  were 
542,896  tons  of  semi-bituminous  coal  sent  to  market  from  this 
district.  From  Tyrone  City,  224  miles  west  of  Philadelphia,  a 
branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Kailroad  climbs  the  Alleghany 
Mountain  over  the  Ponent  red  sandstone  and  the  Yespertine 
of  Itogers,  which  crown  the  highest  parts  of  the  mountain. 
But  on  these  summits  of  the  Alleghany  Mountain  the  upper 
surface  of  the  latter  rock  adjoins  the  base  of  the  conglomer- 
ate stratum  upon  which  all  our  coal-measures  repose,  there  ap- 
pearing to  be  a  very  thin  if  any  Urabral  or  red  shale  interposedi 
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This  formation  changes  to  limestone  toward  the  southwest. 
In  Pennsylvania  no  valuable  coal-seam  has  been  developed  in 
this  Yespertine  or  in  the  Umbral  formation.  In  Somerset 
County,  in  the  Turkey-foot  country,  some  small  and  as  yet 
improductive  beda  of  coal  do  really  occur  in  this  rock  or  its 
equivalent.  Farther  southwest,  in  Virginia,  tliey  are  also  seen ; 
but  in  Tennessee,  coal-making  began  earlier  than  here,  and  a 
eeries  of  valuable  coal-seams  are  found  in  the  position  equiv- 
alent to  these  formations.  So,  too,  in  the  far  northeast,  in  the 
Nova  Scotia  region,  Dr.  Dawson  and  Sir  "W.  E.  Logan  describe 
thousands  of  feet  of  coal-measures  below  what  are  considered 
such  in  this  State.  A  few  coal-fossils  found  in  them  here  may 
entitle  them  to  be  called  sub-carboniferous,  but  they  are  worth- 
Jess  as  coal-producing  formations. 

The  railroad  ascends  1,110  feet  from  Tyrone  to  tlie  summit 
in  13  miles,  and  then  descends  530  feet  to  the  level  of  the  lowest 
coal-seams,  the  first  mining  being  done  at  Powelton,  three  miles 
beyond  the  summit.  The  most  remote  point  from  wiiich  coal 
is  shipped  to  market  on  tlie  main  line  of  the  road  is  Phillips- 
burg,  24  miles  from  Tyrone.  There  are,  however,  several 
branch  roads  between  Powelton  and  PhOlipsburg  running  to 
numerous  mines  on  the  several  branches  of  tlie  Moshaimon 
Creek.  The  whole  number  of  companies  or  operators  in  1872 
is  sixteen,  and  their  mines  are  scattered  over  an  area  of  eleven 
miles  or  more  in  length.  There  is  evidently  a  fine  body  of  coal 
on  both  sides  of  the  railroad,  and  found  in  the  most  accessible 
and  convenient  positions  for  mining.  H.  D.  Eogers,  in  his 
preliminary  report  of  1841,  states  that  the  centre  of  the  basin 
coincides  very  nearly  with  the  general  course  of  the  Moshannon 
Creek,  which  is  the  line  between  Clearfield  and  Centre  Counties, 
the  strata  on  each  side  dipping  gently  toward  the  stream.  In 
1864,  Professor  J.  P.  Lesley,  who  examined  the  lands  about 
Osceola,  says  in  general  terms  that  the  Moshannon,  and  its 
twin  branch,  the  Beaver,  fiow  along  the  synclinal  axis,  or  oscil- 
late from  side  to  side  of  it  at  no  great  distance,  running  north 
55°,  or  60°  east,  The  dips  are  very  gentle  in  the  centre  of  the 
basin,  Mr.  L,  G.  Lingle,  the  mining  engineer  of  the  region, 
from  whom  much  valuable  information  was  derived,  reports  it 
at  50  feet  in  a  mile  and  a  quarter. 
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The  following  approximate  section  of  the  coal-measures  is 
derived  from  Mr.  Lesley's  report,  supplCTiented  by  information 
recently  obtained  on  the  ground.  The  lowest  bed  A  outcrops 
at  the  level  of  the  Moshannon  Creek.  There  is  said  to  be  one 
small  bed  under  it.  Tlie  A  bed  measures  five  feet  in  thickness, 
the  coal  being  compact,  portable,  inclined  "to  ash,  and  somewhat 
sulphurous,  weathering  in  peacock  colors,  a  strong,  burning  coal, 
excellent  for  steam  use  and  domestic  purposes.  It  may  have 
from  20  to  25  per  cent,  of  volatile  matter.  The  upper  bench 
yields  four  feet,  the  lower  bencli  one  foot,  and  they  are  separated 
by  one  ineh  of  slate.  Other  seams  of  a  better  quality  having 
been  afterward  discovered  higher  up  in  the  series,  no  mining 
is  now  done  in  coal  A. 

Coal-bed  B  outcrops  60  feet  above  A,  the  interval  being 
composed  of  15  feet  of  conglomerate  and  45  feet  of  sand-rock 
and  shale.  Bed  B  ia  regularly  divided  into  two  benches,  the 
upper  one  measuring  two  feet  ten  inches,  and  the  lower  one 
two  feet,  with  six  inches  of  slate  between  them.  The  upper 
bench  yields  a  beautiful,  pure,  rich  bituminous  coal  crj-stallized 
vertically,  and  apparently  admirably  suited  for  iron  work.  The 
lower  bench  yields  a  harder,  more  compact  coal,  with  traces  of  a 
central  slate,  but  will  answer  well  for  the  same  purpose.  It  is 
found,  however,  to  be  an  irregular  and  variable  bed,  sometimes 
yielding  3J  to  three  feet,  and  sometimes  only  2^  feet  of  coal. 
The  bed  will  yield  three  to  3^  feet,  and  in  many  places  four  feet 
of  fine  coal,  more  valuable  than  that  obtained  from  bed  A,  on 
account  of  its  superior  purity,  but  at  the  same  time  more  liable 
to  fracture  in  the  carriage  on  account  of  its  prismatic  structure. 

Between  beds  A  and  B  lies  a  stratum  of  conglomeritic 
sandstone,  thin  bedded,  a  little  false  bedded,  the  pebbles  of 
quartz  from  the  size  of  a  pin's  head  to  a  pea,  forming  low  cliffs 
occasionally  for  one  or  two  miles  up  the  Moshannon,  and  ap- 
parently from  10  to  15  feet  thick.  It  affords,  no  doubt,  an 
easily  recognizable  key  to  the  position  of  these  beds,  although 
care  must  be  taken  not  to  confound  it  with  a  higher  stratum  of 
sandstone  of  a  different  character  under  bed  D,  in  such  places 
where  its  conglomeritic  character  may  happen  to  be  wanting, 
and  the  mass  becomes  a  simple  coarse  sand-rock. 

Twenty  feet  above  B  is  a  15-incb  seam  of  coal  (b) ;  and  30 
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feet  liiglier,  or  50  feet  above  B,  occurs  coal  C,  wliicli  Mr.  Lesley 
called  a  2-feet  bed,  and  whieb  be  considered  wortblesa  for  min- 
ing purposes.  It  bas,  bowever,  since  been  found  to  be  30  incbea 
of  good  coal,  and  at  one  place  3^  feet  of  coal  ■which  com^  out 
in  large  blocks,  but  it  is  not  mined  in  this  region.  Above  it  is 
50  feet  of  Band-roelc. 

Coal  D  is  the  bed  in  ■which  the  most  of  the  mining  in  the 
region  is  done.  It  is  remarkably  pure  and  beautiful,  and  ap- 
pears to  be  very  regular,  lying  nearly  flat,  with  a  gentle  rise 
to-ward  the  northwest  under  all  the  hill-tops.  It  measures 
about  five  feet  of  solid  coal  in  most  of  the  mines  opened  in  1873 
in  the  district,  being  in  some  4J  and  never  less  than  four  feet, 
and  always  a  clean  seam  of  pure  coal,  but  is  everywhere  covered 
with  six  inches  of  bony  coal  which  comes  down  in  mining,  and 
is  left  in  the  gob.  Under  coal  T>  are  blue  slates,  a  marked 
feature  in  the  horizon. 

About  35  feet  above  D  is  coal  E,  at  the  very  summits  of  the 
hills,  and  about  200  feet  above  the  level  of  the  creek.  It  is  a 
small  bed  one  or  two  feet  thick,  and  is  worthless.  Probably 
25  feet  over  E  is  the  Mahoning  sandstone,  of  which  detached 
blocks  are  found  in  the  fields  and  woods,  making  a  beautiful 
building  stone.  It  is  difBcult  to  find  it  in  place,  but  the  masses 
of  it  on  the  surface  are  very  numerous. 

The  bas&of  the  coal  series  under  A  is  not  easily  examined, 
but  there  are  sandstones  thin  and  soft,  then  the  small  coal-bed, 
and  then  comes  the  great  conglomerate,  at  the  base  of  the  coal- 
measures. 

The  mines  have  a  good  roof  of  very  hard,  fine-grained  sand- 
stone. The  gangways  and  headings  are  made  nine  feet  wide, 
and  the  rooms  20  feet,  the  pillars  ten  feet,  and  the  props  are  set 
about  four  feet  apart.  No  powder  whatever  is  used.  The  coal 
ie  undermined,  five  or  six  feet  being  apragged  or  supported  by 
short  props,  while  working  under ;  it  is  then  sheared  down  at 
the  sides  and  wedged  down,  a  good  miner  taking  out  six  or  eight 
tons  per  day.  No  pumping  is  required,  the  coal,  as  before  de- 
scribed, dipping  toward  the  creek  from  both  sides  of  the  stream. 
The  facilities  for  mining  are  excellent,  and  mines  can  be  opened 
very  cheaply.  The  coal  finds  it  way  to  market  at  Philadelphia 
by  the  Pennsylvania  BaUroad,  a  distance  of  from  240  to  250 
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miles,  and  a  portion  of  it  to  i^^ew  York  city,  and  is  sold  at  a 
low  price,  with  a  small  profit  only.  It  is  evidently  a  good 
blacksmith's  coal,  maldng  a  hollow  fire,  and  is  well  suited  for 
Bteam  and  rolling-mill  use.  The  finer  portions  of  the  coal  bum 
very  readily,  swelling  and  forming  a  bjird  cote,  and  it  is  quite 
free  from  sulphur.  That  it  has  obtained  a  market  of  half  a 
million  of  tons  in  a  few  years,  is  of  itself  conclusive  evidence 
of  its  good  qualities  as  a  steam  and  iron  working  coal. 

The  following  is  a  correct  list  of  the  various  mines  of  the 
Phillipsburg  region,  given  in  geographical  order,  beginning  at 
the  nearest  or  most  easterly. 


NiMBe  0»  MlHEB. 

Operator. 

KnHfosd. 

Poweltoii 

Powetton  Coal  &  Iron  Go 

Tyrone  &  Clearfield  Railroad. 

Clearfield 

Clearfield  Coal  L  Iron  Co 

Beaver  Run  Bmnch. 

MoahaTinon 

Moahannon  Coal  Lo 

Kittaning  Coal  Co 

Sterling 

Sterling  CoJ  Co 

Eureka 

Whit«  i  Lingle 

Friuiklm 

Eittaning  Coal  Co 

Penn 

Enterprise  No  1 

Enterpnae  Coal  Co 

Tyrone  &  Qearfield  Eailroad. 

Enterprise  Coal  Co 

Mtpelton. 
Union 

Derby 

MapelwnCoalCo 

Phillipsburg  Branch. 

Derbj  Coal  Co  of  Pa 

» 

Decatnr 

Decatur  Coal  Co 

MoiTisdale 

MorriBdale  Coal  Co 

New  York 

This  Tyrone  and  Clearfield  branch  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Eailroad  extends  on  northwestward  to  the  town  of  Clearfield, 
in  the  second  coal-basin,  and  on  the  west  branch  of  the  Susque- 
hanna River.  The  country  is  broken  and  undulating  with 
well-rounded  hills,  and  without  the  precipitous  sandstone  cliffs 
which  characterize  the  formations  lower  down  in  the  geological 
scale.  Between  Phillipsburg  and  Clearfield,  however,  are  a 
number  of  miles  of  level  swampy  country,  forming  a  sort  of 
natural  meadow.  The  upper  and  more  valuable  of  the  coal- 
seams  crop  out  west  of  Phillipsburg,  but  it  appears  not  un- 
likely that  the  lower  strata  of  the  coal-measures  saddle  over  the 
anticlinal  between  the  first  and  second  coal-basins,  as  they  do, 
according  to  Prof,  Rogers's  report,  a  little  fitrther  south,  between 
Mount  Pleasant  and  Clearfield. 
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No  mining  was  done  near  Clearfield  in  1872,  except  for  local 
use,  and  very  little  is  loiown  in  regard  to  t!ie  geology  of  the 
vicinity.  The  seams  of  coal  that  have  been  opened,  and  which 
are  easily  found  all  aronnd  the  town,  are  said  to  be  thin,  not 
exceeding  about  three  feet  or  less,  and  the  larger  seams,  worked 
in  the  Phillipsburg,  Osceola,  and  Powelton  or  Moshannon  ba- 
sin, have  not  been  found  here.  None  of  the  known  sandstones 
or  other  horizons  having  been  identified,  the  geological  level 
of  the  place  is  no  better  known  than  it  was  when  Prof.  Eogers 
visited  it  in  1840.  In  his  report  for  that  year,  he  says  much 
difficulty  was  experienced,  in  the  district  around  the  town  of 
Clearfield,  in  identifying  the  coal-seams  of  neighboring  locali- 
ties, and  after  close  investigation,  aided  by  frequent  diggings, 
the  stratification  remains  quite  obscure.  He  was  in  doubt  to 
what  cause  to  attribute  the  intricacies  of  the  region ;  whether 
to  local  displacements  of  the  strata,  sudden  variations  in  the 
thickness,  or  an  insufficient  collection  of  facts.  The  largest  bed 
was  at  Reeds,  near  the  bridge  over  the  Susquehanna  Eiver,  two 
miies  from  Curwinsville,  which  was  three  feet  six  inches  thick. 
Like  most  of  the  beds  in  the  southeastern  basins,  it  affects  a 
species  of  columnar  structure,  being  traversed  by  innumerable 
vertical  fissures,  which  render  it  somewhat  friable.  His  analy- 
sis gave  73  per  cent,  of  coke,  and  27  of  volatile  matter  and 
ashes. 

There  are  indications  of  a  number  of  seams  of  coal  in  the 
hills,  some  of  which  have  been  opened,  particularly  one,  two 
feet  ten  inches  thick,  between  40  and  50  feet  above  a  stratum 
of  sandstone  that  occupies  the  bed  of  the  river. 

At  a  very  early  period  coal  was  mined  near  Clearfield  in  the 
bed  of  the  west  branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  run  down  to  market 
along  the  lower  Susquehanna  in  arks  in  time  of  freshets,  and 
used  for  blacksmithing.  This  was  among  the  earliest  attempts 
to  send  bituminous  coal  to  market  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

6.  JOHNSTOWN. 

In  all  the  coal-regions  previously  described,  the  coal  is  mined 

for  sale,  as  is  generally  the  case  in  America.     In  the  locality 

about  to  be  described,  on  the  contrary,  a  large  business  is  done 

in  the  mining  of  coal,  which  is  consumed  at  the  mouth  of  the 
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mines  by  the  same  parties  who  produce  it.  At  Johnstown,  in 
Cambria  County,  on  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  78  miles  east 
of  Pittsburg  and  276  miles  west  of  Philadelphia,  is  one  of  the 
finest  developments  of  the  coal  and  iron  resources  of  Pennsyl- 
vaniii.  Here  we  have  not  the  wealth  provided  by  Nature  alone, 
but  there  is  added  all  that  capital,  enterprise,  and  science  can 
do  for  the  prosperity  of  a  country.  "Wliat  greater  blessing  can 
be  conferred  on  a  locality,  in  a  material  aspect,  than  the  build- 
ing up  of  a  vast  industrial  centre  like  this?  In  the  year  1871 
there  were  mined  at  Johnstown  263,473  tons  of  coal,  all  of 
which  was  used  there  mainly  in  the  manufacture  of  25,027  tons 
of  pig-iron,  from  the  coke  made  of  the  coal,  160,363  tons  of 
rails  and  other  wrought  iron,  and  1,907  tons  of  steel,  the  Bes- 
semer "Works,  for  the  latter  purpose,  being  just  completed. 
The  ore  and  limestone  were  also  produced  in  the  same  place 
and  on  the  same  ground  with  the  coal,  all  these  materials  lying 
in  successive  horizontal  beds  over  each  other,  and  above  water 
level  in  the  steep  hills  surrounding  the  works,  and  requiring  no 
transportation  except  to  bring  them  out  of  the  mines.  The 
lower  coal-measures  alone  are  found  at  Johnstown^  of  which 
the  following  is  a  section  recently  made  in  the  descending  order, 
a  portion  of  it  including  the  seven-feet  seam  of  coal  A,  being 
below  water-level  of  the  Connemaugh  River. 

The  Barren  Measures,  Sandstone 6G 

"        "             "        Light-colored  Slate 260 

"        "             "        Johnstown  Iron  Ore 1^ 

"        "             "        Slate. la 

Coal  £!,  called  Coke-yard  Seam 3^ 

Siate. 82 

OoaC  D,  called  the  Limestone  Seam 2i- 

Limeatone 6 

Slate 46 

Coal  C,  just  abore  the  River,  called  the  Cement  coal,  worked 

canalantl; G^ 

Cement  Cla;,  extensively  need  all  over  the  oouutij 8^ 

Slate B8 

Coats,  called  the  Peacock  Coal,  good 3J 

Fire  Clay 6 

Slate 63 

Coal  A,  good  4  feet,  and  3  feet,  and  1  Toot  Slate  betneeo. 1                T 

691  SO 

Conglomerate  or  Farewell  Bock. 
12 
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This  gives  the  thickness  of  the  lower  coal-measures  from 
eeam  A  to  E  at  308^  feet,  containing  20  feet  of  coal.  The  posi- 
tion of  the  beds  of  iron  ore  is  given  in  a  notice  of  the  iron  ores 
in  another  part  of  this  volume. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  calculate  the  number  of  persons  who 
are  directly  and  indirectly  furnished  with  employment  in  every 
possible  variety  of  occupation,  or  who  are  otherwise  benefited, 
by  means  of  the  fortunate  combination  in  this  favored  district, 
of  the  -materials  which  constitute  the  basis  of  this  great  and 
important  business.  And  yet  there  are  probably  many  other 
places  as  highly  endowed  by  ^Nature  as  Johnstown,  whicli  are  yet 
reposing  in  the  undisturbed  quiet  of  the  vast  wilderness  coal- 
regions  described  in  this  volume.  What  they  have  been  wait- 
ing for  is,  the  men  with  the  brains,  the  industry,  energy,  the 
indomitable  spirit,  and  the  acquired  knowledge  of  these  peculiar 
brandies  of  business  to  qualify  them  to  organize  and  conduct 
large  establishments  like  these  ;  and  then,  aided  by  the  neces- 
sary capital,  to  bring  from  the  earth  its  deeply-hidden  treas- 
ures, thereby  furnishing  honest  work  and  good  wages  to  thou- 
sands of  men,  and  giving  support  and  all  the  blessings  of 
civilized  life  to  tons  of  thousands  in  the  surrounding  country. 
Those  who  bestow  millions  on  the  starving  and  destitute  are 
not  greater  benefactors  of,  our  race  than  those  who,  like  the 
Cambria  Iron  Company,  give  to  the  man  who  is  willing  to 
work  constant  employment  and  regular  wages.  Our  great 
mineral  resources  are  as  nothing  imtil  they  are  brought  into 
use. 

1.  CAMBRIA   COUNTY. 

Along  the  line  of  the  Pennsylvania  Eailroad  in  Cambiia 
County  are  at  least  ten  lirms  and  individuals  engaged  in 
mining  coal,  which  is  shipped  on  that  railroad.  The  railroad 
company  report  228,808  tons  of  coal  received  for  transportation 
in  this  district  on  the  western  slope  of  the  Alleghany  Mountain. 
The  points  at  which  it  was  received  were  Galitzin,  Lilly  Station, 
Snmmerbill,  Mineral  Point,  and  the  vicinity  of  South  Fork. 

In  the  extensive  region  of  country  from  the  Pennsylvania 
Kailroad  along  the  Connemaugh  Biver,  to  the  Philadelphia  & 
Erie  Kailroad  along  the  "West  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna, 
there  may  be    some  other  coal-works  not  here  noticed ;  but 
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tliere  are  none  of  magnitude,  and  those  wliicTi  have  been 
described  may  be  taken  as  favorable  examples  of  the  whole  dis- 
trict. The  seven  semi-bituminous  coal  districts  just  described, 
and  the  Broad- top,  are  at  present  much  the  best  developed 
and  most  productive  of  that  extensive  portion  of  the  State  in 
■which  the  lower  bituminous  coal-measures  alone  occur. 


8. 'BROAD  TOP  MOUNTAIN. 
The  appearance  on  the  map  of  Pennsylvania  of  some  of  tbe 
northern  coal-fields,  such  as  the  Blossburg,  Mclntyre,  and 
Towanda,  conveys  to  the  observer  the  idea  of  their  being  de- 
tached from  the  great  body  of  the  Alleghany  bituminous  coal- 
field which  covers  the  western  part  of  the  State.  But  while 
they  are  thus  separated,  eo  far  as  the  coal-measures  are  con- 
cerned, yet  the  great  flexures  of  the  strata  wliich  formed  the 
six  great  coal-basins  extended  far  below  that  formation,  and  the 
basins  can  be  seen  and  followed  very  readily  from  the  Mary- 
land to  the  New  Tork  line,  leaving  no  doubt  of  their  identity 
in  the  various  parts,  although  traced  across  deeply  denuded 
valleys  and  ravines,  and  over  considerable  spaces  where  no  coal 
is  found.  The  Broad  Top  Mountain  coal-region,  however,  ia 
strictly  and  geologically  an  independent  or  isolated  coal-field, 
situated  40  miles  east  of  the  declivity  of  the  Alleghany  Moun- 
tain, which  forms  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  first  bituminona 
coal-basin.  Parts  of  it  are  situated  in  Bedford,  Huntingdon, 
and  Fulton  Counties,  and  the  outlet  to  market  for  its  coal  is  by 
■  the  Huntingdon  and  Broad  Top  Mountain  Railroad,  extending 
from  the  coal-field  to  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  at  Hunting- 
don, 36  miles.  From  Huntingdon  the  coal  is  carried  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  to  Pbiladelphia,  203  miles,  and  to  inter- 
mediate places  where  a  market  is  found. 

Mi.  J.  P.  Lesley  took  up  the  study  of  the  Broad  Top  coal- 
regions  in  1855,  and  made  a  survey  of  the  80  square  miles  it 
covers.  He  reports  that  Trough  Creek  Yalley,  Plank  Cabin 
Valley,  and  Wells  Valley,  in  Huntingdon  and  Bedford  Counties, 
form  a  trench  around  tbe  Broad  Top  Mountain  with  its  coal- 
basin,  and  Brush  Creek  Valley  is  attached  to  the  ring  at  its 
Bouthem  end.  This  ring  or  circular  valley  is  a  deep  depression 
worn  out  of  the  red  shale  by  the  Juniata  River  and   other 
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water-courses,  1,000  feet  deep  below  the  crests  of  tlie  enclosiag 
mountains.  It  is  usually  but  one  to  two  miles  wide,  but  at  its 
northern  end  forms  a  triangular  opening  six  miles  wide  at  its 
base  and  18  miles  long,  rising  to  the  top  of  the  knob  of  Terrace 
Mountain,  overlooking  the  county  of  Huntingdon.  In  the 
centre  of  this  ring  rises  the  mountain  mass  of  the  Broad 
Top,  containing  80  square  miles  of  coal-measures  disposed  in 
six  parallel  basins,  and  crowned  with  a  central  peat,  "  the 
Broad  Top,"  rivalling  in  height  the  summits  of  the  Alleghany 
Mountain,  40  miles  distant.  Near  the  summit  of  this  peat 
remains  a  small  round  patch  of  the  Pittsburg  or  Westmoreland 
gas-coaJ  bed,  a  few  acres  in  extent ;  the  sole  relic  of  that  vast 
deposit  of  this  famous  bed  remaining  in  all  the  country  between 
Cumberland  in  Maryland  on  the  south,  Blairsville  in  Indiana 
County  on  the  west,  and  Donaldson  in  the  Pottsville  basin  of 
the  anthracite  coal-region  on  the  east. 

The  succession  of  the  measures  is  not  different  from  that  of 
Western  Pennsylvania  and  Eastern  Ohio.  There  is  a  base  of 
carboniferous  conglomerate  lying  upon  the  red  shale,  from  100 
to  200  feet  thict,  massive,  homogeneous,  seldom  conglome- 
ritic,  except  as  a  whole.  Over  this  is  a  series  of  lower  coal-beds, 
then  the  barren  measures,  and,  over  ail,  the  Pittsburg  bed,  the 
beginning  of  the  upper  series.  The  purple  shales  of  the  barren 
measures  are,  however,  wanting,  their  place  being  suppbed  by 
ferruginous  sandy  shales.  The  coal-beds  are  mostly  identified 
with  those  of  the  head-waters  of  the  Ohio,  not  by  limestone 
companions,  for  these  are  almost  entirely  absent,  nor  by  the 
beds  of  iron-ore,  which  are  rare,  and  on  which,  at  any  rate,  little 
reliance  can  be  placed,  but  by  their  order  in  the  series,  by  cer- 
tain general  characters,  and  by  their  relations  to  the  two  con- 
glomerates, the  one  at  the  base  of  the  whole  system,  and  the 
other  at  the  base  of  the  middle  member  of  the  barren  measures, 
a  rock  as  widespread  as  the  true  conglomerate,  and  known  as 
the  Mahoning  sandstone.  In  the  heart  of  this  roct  is  a  work- 
able bed,  and  between  it  and  the  lower  conglomerate  are  two 
others  with  four  or  five  small  beds,  the  larger  bed  from  five  to 
ten  feet  thick,  the  lesser  ones  from  one  to  three.  In  the  barren 
measures,  or  middle  series,  which  are  400  feet  thick,  are  several 
very  smalJ  seams  of  carbonaceous  matter. 
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The  Pittsburg  bed  of  coal,  and  200  feet  of  the  upper  coal-se- 
ries, with  no  -workable  beds  as  yet  known,  but  with  one  thin  lime- 
stone, occupy  the  four  geographically  highest  summits  of  the  basin, 
the  whole  thickness  of  coal-measures  in  which  is  about  900  feet. 

The  structural  results  of  the  survey  are  intereeting,  for  they 
exhibit,  in  cross  sections,  the  whole  basin,  seven  or  eight  miles 
wide,  divided  by  a  main  anticlinal  into  two  principal  troughs, 
and  these  subdivided  into  numeroiis  narrow  synclinals,  or 
swamps,  by  a  system  of  horsebacks,  not  parallel  to  it,  but  trav- 
ersing the  basins  at  a  low  angle  with  their  sides,  and  issuing,  as 
in  the  Wyoming  Valley  and  other  coal-fields,  into  the  red- 
ehale  valleys,  through  the  walls  of  conglomerate.  The  larger 
of  these  synclinals  form  northeast  normal  terminal  knobs  over- 
looking the  great  valley  of  Trough  Creek,  but,  southwestward, 
flattened  out  along  the  west  of  the  conglomerate,  which  runs 
very  oblicjuely  across  them. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain  Kailroad  was  com- 
pleted in  1856,  when  the  first  coal  was  sent  to  market.  The 
total  production  of  the  region  has  been  3,9i2,005  tons  in  six- 
teen years ;  that  of  1871  was  319,625  tons,  and  the  average  has 
been  about  300,000  tons  per  annum  for  the  past  twelve  years. 
The  coal  is  sold  at  Philadelphia,  and  a  portion  of  it  in  New 
York  city.  There  is  also  a  mai-ket  along  the  line  of  the  Penn- 
aylvania  Kailroad. 

A  careful  analysis  was  made  of  Broad  Top  and  of  Pittsburg 
coal,  for  the  Penneylvania  Kailroad  Company,  in  1859,  with 
the  following  general  results  :■ 

6«neral  AnalyiU. 

BnMd  Top.  Plttabnrj. 

Water 0.3D  1.80 

Volatile  matter 17.B6  31.4B 

Filed  carbon 74.85  61.46 

AbIi 7.00  6.80 

100.00  100.00 
Organic  Analy«U. 

Carbon 79.89  78.28 

Nitrogen. 1.39  1.97 

Hydrt^eu ,       4.36  6.20 

Oiygen 6.02  6.73 

WalCT 0.80  1.30 

Sulphur 1.8B  1.04 

Ash. 7.60  6.80 

100.00  100.00 

Bpeme  gMTlt;. ^...    1.880  1.2SS 
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L    THB    LOWSa   aoAIr-MEASURIiS. 

JSivefs  and  General  Topography. — The  Pennsylvania  bi- 
tnminous  coal-field  may  be  considered,  as  a  great  and  complex 
basin,  for  such  it  really  is.  Its  boundary  on  the  east  or  south- 
east is  very  well  defined  by  the  abrupt  declivity  of  the  Alle- 
ghany Mountain,  as  it  is  here  called,  being  what  is  called  the 
Cumberland  Mountain  in  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  whieh  is  like 
a  steep,  sloping  wall,  about  3,000  feet  above  the  sea,  and  not  of 
that  great  altitude  which  the  often-repeated  title  of  Alleghany 
Mountain  is  apt  to  lead  us  to  suppose.  West  and  northwest  of 
this  long,  straight  rim  of  this  vast  basin,  lies  this  coal-field, 
which  is  only  tho  northeastern  extremity  of  the  trough-shaped 
plain  or  table-land  which  ranges  hence  uninterruptedly  south- 
westward  to  the  centre  of  Alabama.  The  courses  of  the  streams 
show  that  the  general  surface  ascends  gradually  toward  the  north, 
where  the  Alleghany  Hiver  drains  it  throughout.  Eising  in  Pot- 
ter County,  this  river  runs  into  New  York,  turns  westward  past 
Olean,  and  runs  into  Pennsylvania  again,  pursuing  a  southwest 
course  to  Franklin,  entering  the  coal-basin  at  Warren.  From 
Franklin  it  runs  across  the  coal-field  southeastward  to  Mahoning 
Creek,  through  the  sixth  and  fifth  basins.  From  the  Mahoning 
it  runs  south  westward,  following  the  coal-basin  in  a  winding 
course  to  Pittsburg.  It  runs  through  a  deep  and  comparatively 
narrow  trench  in  the  coal-basin.  Prof.  Kogers  accounts  for  its 
changes  of  course,  &om  southeast  to  southwest,  by  the  action  of 
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two  great  currents  of  eroding  water,  when  the  continent  was  ele^ 
vated,  the  main  one  flowing  eouthweatward  from  the  Alleghany 
Mountain,  and  the  other  southeastward  from  the  region  of  the 
lakes,  and  cutting  valleys  at  right  angles  to  each  other. 

In  Potter  County,  the  Alleghany  summit  is  1,650  feet  above 
tide-water;  in  MeKean,  1,900  feet.  Thence,  following  the 
crest,  it  declines  to  Indiana  County;  thence  it  ascends  to  the 
summit  between  the  Juniata  and  Conemaogh,  where  it  has  an 
elevation  of  2,790  feet,  and  thence  continues  at  about  3,550 
feet,  at  which  elevation  it  passes  into  Maryland — the  elevation 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  tunnel  being  2,161  feet. 

From  the  summit  of  the  Alleghany  the  country  declines 
both  ways,-  but  it  is  only  with  what  lies  west  of  it  that  we  are 
concerned.  This  distiict,  west  of  the  Alleghany  water-shed,  is 
not  a  simple  slope,  biit  in  a  great,  irregular  trough,  the  southern 
portion  being,  m  tact,  a  seiies  of  parallel  troughs,  caused  by  the 
ridges  of  Negro  Mountain,  Laurel  HiU,  and  Chestnut  Eidge, 
rising  up,  sometimes  1,200  feet  high,  within  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  coal-field,  the  Conemaugh  and  Youghiogheny  Kivers 
crossing  them,  and  cutting  gaps  down  through  them  to  their 
base.  Around  the  northwestern  borders  of  the  basin,  where 
the  waters  emptying  into  the  Alleghany  separate  from  those 
flowing  into  Lake  Erie,  the  elevation  is  about  1,200  feet.  The 
northern  part  of  the  basin  is  also  geologically  undulated  into 
six  coal-basins,  as  hereinafter  described.  The  northwestern 
tract  of  the  coal-field,  the  fifth  and  sixth  basins,  gradually  sub- 
sides in  level  toward  the  southwest,  and.  the  strata  also  decline 
in  the  same  direction,  but  at  a  somewhat  faster  rate  than  the 
surface  does,  and  hence  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  State 
contains  a  greater  thickness  of  coal-measures  than  the  north- 
eastern. Indeed,  in  Potter,  McKean,  Warren,  and  parts  of  the 
counties  south  of  them,  the  table-land  is  almost  entirely  desti- 
tute of  the  coal -producing  parts  of  the  formation,  and  is  only 
overspread  by  the  conglomerate  and  other  older  rocks,  known 
to  underlie  any  workable  coal-beds. 

!I%e  Six  basins  deserihed — their  Structure  and  Oocd-8e<Hns. 
In  order  to  acquire  a  clear  conception  of  the  singular  man- 
ner in  which  the  coal-strata  of  the  bituminous  region  of  Penn- 
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Bjlvania  are  distributed,  it  is  necessary  to  keep  in  mind  its 
structure  as  before  described.  The  whole  crust  of  the  earth  in 
this  locality,  so  far  as  it  can  be  examined,  is  not  found  in  the 
borizontal  position  which  is  usual  with  water-formed  rocks, 
but  it  is  thrown  into  a  number  of  vast  flexures  or  waves, 
showing,  however,  less  violence  than  the  region  east  of 
it.  These  undulations  run  nearly  parallel  with  each  other, 
and  in  a  general  northeast  and  southwest  direction.  The  line 
running  on  the  summit  of  one  of  these  waves  is  called  an  anti- 
clinal axis,  and  that  which  would  follow  the  bottom  of  the 
trough  or  basin  between  two  of  them  is  a  synclinal  axis. 
These  features  of  the  formations  are  much  older  than  the 
rivers,  mountains,  and  valleys,  with  which  they  liave  little  con- 
nection. The  hardness  and  thickness  of  the  rocky  strata,  and 
many  circumstances  other  than  the  flexures,  have  governed  in 
the  formation  of  the  physical  features  of  the  present  surface. 
We  must,  therefore,  in  studying  the  coal-districts,  look  at  the 
original  interior  relative  position  of  the  strata  previous  to  the 
denudations  and  other  subsequent  changes. 

Within  tliis  great  coal-basin  the  anticlinal  waves  of  the 
strata  are  important  geological  features,  and  five  of  them 
extend  in  a  northeast  and  southwest  direction,  some  of  them 
entirely  across  the  State,  and  others  across  a  large  part  of  it, 
dividing  the  whole  bituminous  coal-region  into  six  separate 
basins  (see  sketch-map  of  the  flexures,  on  page  117).  There 
are  two  of  the  anticlinals  outside  of  the  coal-field,  making  the 
seven  borders  or  rims  of  the  six  basins,  and  within  those  larger 
basins  there  are  also  some  smaller  basins  formed  by  sub-axes.. 
In  the  southeastern  part  of  this  coal-region  the  Nogro  Moun- 
tain, Chestnut  Kidge,  and  Laurel  Eidge,  bring  to  the  surface 
lower  rocks  than  the  coal-measures,  and  hence  form  long,  nar- 
row, barren  areas  within  the  body  of  the  coal-field,  the  sum- 
mits of  these  ridges  or  mountains  being  destitute  of  coal. 
Farther  to  the  northwest,  similar  anticlinals  exist,  throwing 
the  coal-field  into  troughs  or  basins,  without,  however,  bursting 
through  them,  but  permitting  the  lower  beds  to  arch  over  frora 
one  basin  to  another,  and  insulating  only  certain  '  parts  of  the 
upper  beds. 

The  result  of  this  peculiar  structure  of  the  anticlinal  axes 
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or  ridges,  with  the  basins  between  them,  will  be  readily  seen 
when  we  add  that  there  is  a  general  rising  of  the  strata  as  we 
proceed  northward.  The  basins,  as  we  follow  them  from  the 
southwest  in  a  nortlieastward  direction,  must  necessarily  grow 
shallower  as  respects  the  thickness  of  the  coal-rocks  sheltered 
witliin  them.  First,  the  higher  or  Pittsburg  bed  disappears, 
leaving  only  the  lower  ones  in  the  basins,  then  the  lower  seams 
of  the  lower  coal-measures  alone  are  found.  Next,  the  backs 
of  the  anticlinals  or  ridges  come  out  destitute  of  coal,  leaving 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  West  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna  only 
long,  narrow  fingers  of  coal,  with  the  intervening  anticlinal 
spaces  between.  And,  last  of  all,  we  iind  the  formation  ceases 
to  be  continuous,  being  prolonged  only  by  a  few  scattered 
patches  occupying  the  highest  knobs  of  the  long  and  narrow 
synclinal  table-lands  in  whicli  the  basins  terminate.  "  Leaping, 
as  it  were,  fi-om  summit  to  summit,  these  detached  masses  of 
the  coal-formation  lead  us,  but  often  by  long  skips,  to  within  a 
few  miles  of  the  North  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna  River,  on 
the  east,  and  the  New  York  line,  on  the  north." 


The  Blx  Alleebuiy  Coal-tasliu . 


blaat ;  also  I 
B,  Blmuibiirg ;  1,  St.  Mh7'>; 


Hosted  by 


Google 


186    BITUMINOUS  COAL-BEOIONS  OF  WESTERN  PENNSTLTANIA. 

These  six  original  basins  of  this  great  coal-field  will  now  be' 
described  in  a  general  way :  first  repeating,  in  order  that  non- 
geological  readers  may  fully  understand  tlie  description,  that 
an  anticlinal  is  the  arch  or  top  of  the  wave,  or  the  upper  rim 
of  the  basin,  like  the  ridge  on  the  roof  of  a  house,  and  the  syn- 
clinal the  inverted  arch  or  bottom  of  the  trough  or  baain.  As 
the  latter  are  the  localities  where  coal  is  found,  it  is  more  im- 
portant that  they  should  be  traced.  The  lines  now  to  be  de- 
scribed, therefore,  are  from  northeast  to  southwest,  and  are  in- 
tended to  show  the  centre  or  bottom  line  of  each  coal  trough 
or  basin  where  the  largest  (juantity,  if  not  the  only  coal,  is 
found.  All  through  this  Pennsylvania  bituminous  coal-region 
the  usual  style  of  map-making  does  not  apply.  The  top  of  the 
map  should  be  northeast,  the  bottom  southwest ;  the  right  hand 
southeast,  the  left  hand  northwest. 

The  First  Basin. — Mahoopm^y,  FarrandsviUe,  Snowshoe,  Ph^ 
Upsburg,  Johnstown,  and  Somerset  Cownty. 

The  first  coal-basin  is  known  in  the  counties  of  "Wyoming 
and  Sullivan  as  Mahoopeny  Mountain,  and  includes  the  Sulli- 
van County  semi  anthracite  coal-field.  The  southeast  rim  is  an 
anticlinal  axis  not  numbered  with  the  five  great  axes  of  the 
bituminous  coal-region,  being  outside  of  it.  It  is  a  prolonga- 
tion of  the  great  axis  of  Bald  Eagle  Mountain,  Nippenose 
Valley,  and  Muney  Valley,  and  crosses  the  North  Branch  below 
the  mouth  of  Tunkhannock  Creek. 

The  other,  or  northwestern  limit  of  this  trough  is  a  long, 
gently  .bending  anticlinal  axis,  the  centre  line  of  which  crosses 
the  North  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  near  "Wy-alusing  Falls. 
Of  course,  the  basin,  or  synclinal,  No.  I.,  lies  between  these  two 
anticlinals  or  rims  of  the  trough. 

The  greatest  dip  exhibited  by  this  basin  on  the  north  is 
along  the  waters  of  the  Loyalsock,  in  Sullivan  County.  The 
bed  of  the  peculiar  semi-anthraeite  coal  now  being  mined  and 
sent  to  market  by  the  Sullivan  »fe  Erie  Eailroad  is  found  be- 
tween the  South  Branch  of  Loyalsock  Creek  and  Birch  Creek, 
this  being,  in  the  north,  probably  the  deepest  part  of  the  basin. 
It  is  described  at  the  close  of  the  chapter  on  the  Pennsylvania 
Anthracite  Regions,  page  62. 
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The  first  baam  takes  in  the  Farrandsville  coal,  on  Quin'a 
Eun,  in  Ljeoming  County,  on  the  "West  Branch  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna, and  farther  southwest  •  the  Tangascootac  region, 
where  the  coal-measures  expand  over  a  considerable  extent  of 
country.  Farther  southwest  it  includes  the  Snowshoe  and 
Phillipsburg  districts.  Both  of  these  being  productive,  a  spe- 
cial account  of  them  has  already  been  given. 

From  Phillipsburg  southwest,  the  centre  of  the  basin  runs 
along  Moshannon  Creek,  the  strata  on  each  side  dipping 
gently  toward  the  stream.  Thence  it  runs  on  up  the  head- 
waters of  Clearfield  Creek  to  Mount  Pleasant  and  into  the 
Conemaugh  Hiver  country.  .  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  kind  of 
coal  produced  in  this  basin  is  not  similar  throughout.  First, 
on  the  northeast  is  the  semi-anthracite  of  Sullivan  County, 
being  the  last  anthracite  coal  produced  in  a  northwest  direc- 
tion. The  coals  produced  in  the  other  localities  mentioned  are 
altogether  different,  beiug  semi-bituminous.  The  lines  of 
metamorphoses,  therefore,  do  not  coincide  with  those  of  the 
basins,  but  are  more  in  a  direct  northeast  and  soiithwest  course, 
the  first  basin  inclining  more  toward  the  east  in  this  its 
northern  extremity. 

Farther  southwest,  and  particularly  south  of  the  Conemaugh 
Hiver,  the  first  basin  is  subdivided  by  other  ridges  or  anticli- 
nals  into  three  sub-basins.  The  first  lies  between  the  Alle- 
ghany Mountain  and  Negro  Mountain,  which  issues  from 
Maryland  into  Somerset  County.  The  second,  or  Stoyestown 
sub-basin,  is  a  less  important  synclinal,  running  from  near 
Ebensburg,  eight  miles  east  of  Johnstown,  and  in  the  gen- 
eral aspect  of  the  country  scarcely  makes  its  presence  known. 
The  third,  or  Johnstown  sub-basin,  lies  between  this  and  Lau- 
rel Hill. 

Coal  i/n  the  First  Basin. — ^Beginning  at  the  Maryland  line 
■with  the  three  sub-basins  of  the  first  great  basin,  south  of  the 
Pennsylvania  EaUroad  in  Somerset  County,  and  proceeding 
northward,  we  first  notice  the  Elk  Lick  Creek  region  between 
Berlin  and  Salisbury  on  the  line  of  the  Pittsburg  <fe  Connells- 
ville  Railroad,  where  there  is  a  fine  development  of  the  coal- 
measures.  The  synclinal  axis  or  bottom  of  the  trough  lies 
Y  east  of  the  centre  of  the  valley,  and  the  eoal-meas- 


Hosted  by 


Google 


188    BITIJMINOUS  COAL-BEGIONS  OF  WESTERN  PENNSnvANIA. 

nres  are  of  mueh  greater  tliiclaiesa  in  this  vicinity  than  in  the 
tracts  fertlier  north.  The  large  or  Pittsburg  bed  ia  here  dis- 
covered high  up  in  the  series  wliich,  from  the  shallowness  of  the 
basin  elsewhere,  has  not  been  preserved  from  denudation. 
This  coal  lies  near  the  top  of  a  long  hill  between  Castleman's 
Eiver  and  Elk  Lick  Creek,  and  south  of  the  ConneUville  Kail- 
road,  but,  as  the  basin  rises  northward,  the  large  coal-seam  dis- 
appears at  Castleman's  Kiver.  There  are  here  800  feet  of  coal- 
measures,  as  ascertained  from  borings  and  from  the  strata  above 
water-level  at  Elk  Lick.  In  the  boring  were  noticed  three  coal- 
beds  :  A  is  three  feet  thick ;  B,  five  feet,  but  separated  at  the 
fells  of  Elk  Lick  by  a  heavy  bed  of  fire-clay.  The  third  coal  of 
importance,  E,  is  between  two  and  three  feet,  and  rather  poor 
coal.  Between  B  and  E  oeeur  two  smaller  beds,  C  and  D, 
along  the  edges  of  the  basin.  These  are  also  seen  in  Ligonier 
Valley  and  on  the  Conemaugh.  This  completes  what  has  been 
called  the  lower  coal-measnres,  and  brings  us  to  the  so-called 
Barren  Measures,  which  here  belie  their  name.  The  next 
bed  in  the  ascending  order,  F,  is  here  four  feet  thick,  and  of 
good  quality.  It  is  accompanied  by  three  insignificant  seamg, 
tlie  overlying  one  being  two  inches  thick  while  the  uppermost 
of  the  inferior  ones  is  12  inches.  Elsewhere  in  the  other  basins 
to  the  northwest,  it  assumes  a  more  trivial  thickness.  The  coal- 
bed  Gr,  also  a  widely-dift'uscd  stratum,  measures  one  foot  six 
inches  in  thickness.  Still  rising  in  the  series,  we  find  another 
though  a  very  tliin  coal-bed,  g,  said  to  be  one  foot  thick.  Tliis 
bed  becomes  tliree  feet  thick  in  the  basin  between  Laurel 
HOI  and  Chestnut  Eidge.  Still  ascending  the  hill  on  the 
east  side  of  Elk  Lick  Creek,  we  meet  with  the  great  bed  H 
or  Pittsburg  seam,  nine  feet  in  thickness.  Indications  of 
this  appear  in  other  localities  near  the  Maryland  line.  It 
also  occurs  in  Ligonier  Valley,  where  it  is  underlaid  at  a 
distance  of  20  feet  by  a  bed  of  limestone  measuring  six  feet 
thick. 

A  little  farther  north  in  this  first  sub-basin,  at  Berlin,  the 
upper  or  large  seam  is  not  met  with,  but  three  lower  seams  are 
mined  for  the  supply  of  the  town,  the  upper  one  affording  five 
feet  of  true  coal;  the  middle  one,  considered  the  best,  is  four 
feet,  and  the  lower  one  three  feet.    The  epace  between  the 
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npper  and  middle  one  is  about  60  feet,  and  tliat  between  tbe 
middle  and  lower  ones  from  40  to  50  feet. 

The  strata  in  the  Alleghany  Mountain  here  generally  dip 
to  the  westward  at  an  angle  varying  from  15°  to  20°,  causing 
the  overlying  eoal-measures  to  ascend  the  western  slope  to 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  eastern  crest,  and,  in  cases  of 
denudation  on  its  eastern  escarpment,  the  coal  appears  as  if  it 
outcropped  east  of  the  main  summit  of  the  ridge. 

Second  Sui-£asm.  —  From  Somerset  southward  there  is 
but  one  wide  basin  between  Negro  Mountain  on  the  east  and 
Laurel  Hill  on  the  west.  The  synclinal  axis  or  line  of  meeting 
of  the  western  and  eastern  dips  is  not  through  the  centre  of  the 
basin,  but  immediately  along  the  base  of  Laurel  Hill,  coinciding 
very  nearly  with  Laurel  Hill  Oreelc,  which,  lilie  so  many  other 
streams,  flows  along  the  line  of  axis,  while  its  distance,  on  the 
other  hand,  from  the  western  foot  of  Negro  Mountain  is  between 
five  and  six  miles.  The  body  of  the  coal-measures  in  the  deeper 
part  of  the  basin  aifords  but  four  or  five  seams  of  coal,  and 
these  of  deteriorated  thiclmesa.  Bat  a  coal-seam  six  feet  in 
thickness  is  found  low  down  on  the  banks  of  the  Youghiogheny, 
near  Smythfield,  from  which  a  considerable  quantity  of  coal  ia 
derived  for  the  supply  of  the  town. 

Farther  north  toward  Somerset,  coal  is  abundant  in  the  hills 
lying  west  of  Castleman's  River,  but  near  and  north  of  Somerset 
the  coal-seams  appear  to  He  buried  beneath  the  more  unproduc- 
tive strata  that  occur  near  the  siirface.  The  Negi'o  Mountain 
ajcis  vanishes  north  of  Stoyestown,  and  causes  the  whole  valley 
between  the  Alleghany  Mountain  and  Laurel  Hill  to  have  the 
structure  of  a  single  basin.  Eight  miles  east  of  Johnstown, 
however,  an  axis  of  elevation  occurs,  before  mentioned,  which 
can  be  traced  sonth-soathwesterly  toward  Jennersville,  and 
there  is  a  second  anticlinal  axis  wliich  passes  between  two  and 
three  miles  east  of  Stoyestown  and  east  of  Somerset,  through  the 
middle  of  Negro  Mountain,  which  commences  here  as  a  regular 
ridge. 

From  Johnstown  to  Somerset,  however,  the  rocks  which 
saddle  over  or  overlie  these  axes  appertain  exclusively  to  the 
coal-measures,  except  in  the  bottom  of  ravines  where  the  under- 
lying strata  expose  themselves. 
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The  opening  of  tlie  Pittsburg  &  Connellsville  Railroad 
through  the  southern  portion  of  these  two  8ub-basina  has  ren- 
dered the  reproduction  of  these  details  in  regard  to  them,  from 
Eogers's  reports,  more  necessary  than  they  otherwise  would 
have  been. 

The  Potomac  or  Cumberland  Basm,  in-  Pennsylvania. — 
East  of  the  main  Alleghany  Mountain  in  Somerset  ©ounty,  and 
east  of  the  first  coal-basin,  is  a  small  basin  which  should  not  be 
overlooked,  being  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Frosthurg  and 
Cumberland  (Maryland)  basin  which  crosses  the  State  line. 
(See  Miniature  Map  of  Pennsylvania,  on  page  185.)  For,  al- 
though the  big  bed  or  upper  coal-measures  of  the  Prostburg 
region  seem  to  terminate  in  Maryland,  yet  the  basin  itself,  ^rith 
the  lower  coal-measures,  and  probably  the  upper  also,  reaches 
into  Pennsylvania.  This  basin  begins  toward  the  head  of  Stone 
Run,  in  Hardy  County,  Virginia,  ranging  through  Maryland, 
where  it  has  been  folly  described  as  the  Cumberland  coal-region, 
and  terminating  at  "Will's  Creek  in  this  StAte,  It  is  here 
bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Little  Alleghany,  and  on  the  south- 
west by  the  Savage  Mountain.  The  Pennsylvania  portion  of 
this  basin,  which  is  in  the  southeast  comer  of  Somerset  County, 
may  be  estimated  at  five  miles  in  width,  neasured  alon<*  the 
State  line,  and  seven  in  length.     It  is  belie  ed  t  a   1  r  no 

coal  will  be  foimd  north  of  "Will's  Creek.     The  t    cam 

enclosed  in  this  trough  is  that  which  is  p  n  pa  y  wo  ed 
It  extends,  with  a  very  undulating  line  o  o  p  n  a  he 
summit  of  a  long,  irregular  ridge  of  consider-  bee  n  g 
about  midway  between  the  Little  Alleghany  and  Savage  Moun- 
tains, intersected  by  niimerous  transverse  valleys  of  denudation. 
These  interrupt  the  regular  range  of  this  upper  coal-seam,  but 
thereby  greatly  fevor  the  operations  of  the  miner  by  exposing 
a  more  extensive  outcrop.  Its  average  thickness,  as  ascertained 
in  numerous  places  where  it  has  been  opened,  is  ^bout  eight 
feet.  The  identity  of  this  with  the  gi-eat  seam  worked  at  Frost- 
burg  is  highly  probable,  as  well  from  the  character  of  the  coal 
itself,  and  the  accompanying  shales,  as  from  the  similiarity  of 
its  position  upon  the  ridge.  Several  other  good  seafiis  of  coal, 
situated  lower  in  the  series,  in  thickness  from  three  to  five 
feet,  are  known  to  exist.     This  basin  is  crossed  near  its  norths 
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rn  end  by  the'  Connellville  Itailroad,  which  was  completed 
1  1871. 


Second  or  Towamda  Basin. — Barclay,  Molntyre,  Benovo,  JTar- 
tJiaus,  Clearfield,  and  Ltgonier  Valley. 

The  synclinal  I^o.  II,,  or  centre  bottom  line  of  the  second 
basin,  can  be  traced  from  the  northeast  part  of  Susquehanna 
County  in  a  southwest  direction,  crossing  the  North  Branch  of 
the  Susquehanna,  near  Towanda,  in  Bradford  County  ;  thence 
running  eouthwestward,  it  passes  thi'ough  the  Towanda  or 
Barclay  Mountain,  the  mountain  plateau  of  the  second  basin 
being  split  nearly  from  one  end  to  the  other  by  the  Hiddle  or 
Sehrader  Branch  of  the  Towanda  Creek.'  The  synclinal  heeps 
in  the  hills,  and  runs  from  one  to  four  miles  southeast  of  that 
creek,  and  crosses  Lycoming  Creek  one  mile  north  of  Ealston. 

This  portion  of  the  basin  contains  tlie  Barclay  mines,  the 
farthest  east  and  north  of  all  bituminous  coal,  and  Kalston 
coal-region,  the  one  being  on  the  northeast  extremity  of  the 
mountain  near  the  JJorth  Branch  of  the, Susquehanna,  and  the 
other  at  the  southwest  extremity  of  the  same,  where  it  is  cut 
through  by  the  Lycoming  Creek,  where  are  situated  the  Meln- 
Eyre  mines. 

Proceeding  along  the  line  of  this  second  basin  southwest- 
ward  on  the  first  fork  of  Pine  Creek,  conglomerate  and  a  little 
coal  in  thin  seams  are  found,  and  farther  southwest  toward  the 
main  Pine  Creek.  Tracing  this  second  basin  in  a  northeast  to 
southwest  direction  as  a  continuous  trough  it  reaches  the  West 
Branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  near  the  mouth  of  Young  "Woman's 
Creek,  which  it  crosses,  passing  afterward  Kettle  Creek  near  its 
mouth.  The  Renovo  mines  are  in  the  second  basin.  But  in 
this  part  of  the  country  immediately  north  of  the  river  the 
basin  is  very  shallow,  only  a  thin  remnant  of  the  coal-measures 
capping  the  very  highest  hills. 

Farther  southwest  the  second  basin  seems  to  nm  near  the 
"West  Branch,  and  parallel  to  it  for  a  great  distance  through 
Ginton,  Clearfield,  and  Indiana  Counties,  It  is  a  very  broad 
and  extensive  belt  of  country,  and  there  is  a  remarkable  regu- 
larity in  the  position  of  the  coal,  iron-ores,  and  <yih&r  less 
'Bee  eectio&on  page  1ST. 
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valuable  strata.  Of  the  coal  there  would  appear  to  be  at  least 
three  seams  of  moderate  dimensions,  but  of  worlcable  thicl;ness  in 
the  lower  coal-measures,  and  in  many  localities  more  and  largdr 
seams.  To  give  all  the  details  that  might  be  collected  would 
occupy  too  much  space ;  illustrative  examples  only  can  be  given. 

At  Karthaus,  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Clearfield  County, 
the  coal-measures  in  the  hills  are  quite  productive,  showing  ten 
seams  of  greater  or  less  size,  the  upper  one  six  feet  thick. 
The  basin  continues  southwest  past  Clearfield,  the  whole 
country  here  between  this  basin  and  the  first  basin  at  Mount 
Pleasant  being  covered  with  coal-measures,  none  of  the  lower 
formations  appearing  on  the  dividing  ridge  between  Clearfield 
and  Phillipsburg.  Karthaus  is  near  the  line  between  the  semi- 
bituminous  and  bituminous  coal.  There  is  no  mining  done  in 
the  Karthaus  region  except  for  neighborhood  use,  there  being 
no  railroad  connecting  it  with  the  Philadelphia  &  Erie  Rail- 
road. The  mining  done  at  Renovo  is  by  a  company  called 
the  Karthaus  Coal  &  Lumber  Company ;  hut  that  is  not  the 
locality  properly  called  Karthaus.  The  vicinity  of  Clearfield  la 
described  at  the  conclusion  of  the  section  on  Phillipsburg. 

The  lower  coal-measures  are  finely  exposed  along  the  Cone- 
maugh  at  Lockport,  and  other  places  farther  north  in  the 
second  basin,  along  the  valleys  of  Yellow  and  Two  Lick  Creeks 
in  Indiana  County.  Here  is  the  northern  termination  of  Chest- 
nut Ridge,  which  divides  the  second  from  the  third  coal-basin. 
North  of  the  turnpike  from  Ebenhurg  to  Indiana,  neither  the 
ridge  nor  its  anticlinal  axis  is  perceptible. 

The  Laurel  Hill,  which  separates  the  first  and  second  basins, 
on  being  followed  northward,  also  loses  its  features  as  a  dis- 
tinctive ridge  a  little  south  of  Black  Lick  Creek,  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  Indiana  and  the  central  part  of  Cambria  County. 
Indeed,  even  some  miles  south  of  this  the  ridge  is  very  much 
reduced,  and  its  axis  greatly  flattened  down.  At  the  extremity 
of  the  ridge,  coal  is  found  in  abundance  exposed  in  the  valley  of 
Black  Lick  Creek. 

South  of  the  Conemaugh  this  is  topographically  the  best-de- 
fined basin  in  the  bituminous  coal-region,  simple  and  sym- 
metrical, and  having  on  each  side  of  it  a  long  and  regular  moun- 
tain, and  the  synclinal  axis  of  the  trough  coincides  with  the 
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centre  line  of  the  valley.  It  is  called  Ligonier  YaUey,  bounded 
by  the  Laurel  Hill  on  the  east,  and  the  Ghestnnt  Hidge  on  the 
■west,  and  is  on  the  east  side  of  Westmoreland  and  Fayette 
Counties.  These  mountains  seldom  rise  to  a  greater  height 
above  the  valley  than  900  feet,  and  rest  on  a  base  from  three 
to  five  miles  wide.  These  bounding  mountains  are  broad, 
single,  parallel  anticlinal  ridges,  of  even  summits  and  remark- 
ably regular  outline,  with  a  single  anticlinal  axis  of  elevation 
traversing  the  whole  length  of  each.  The  third  formation 
below  the  coal  rises  to  the  day  only  near  the  crest  of  each 
mountain,  sometimes  only  the  conglomerate  rides  over  all, 
arching  the  axis  and  standing  up  in  humps  along  the  summit 
of  the  mountain.  The  flanks  of  the  mountains  consist,  in  great 
measure,  of  one  formation,  the  conglomerate,  dipping  nearly 
parallel  with  their  slopes,  and  the  rocks  of  the  coal-series  lean- 
ing against  their  base,  or  rising  to  a  moderate  height  along 
their  lower  acclivities.  The  formation  is  easily  seen  at  the  gaps 
of  the  Oonemaugh  and  Youghiogheny  Kivers. 

This  eoal-basin  of  Ligonier  Yalley  maintains  a  very  regular 
breadth  of  about  six  or  seven  miles  throughout  its  entire  length 
from  the  Conemaugh  to  the  Youghiogheny  River,  The  coal- 
measures  extend  entirely  across  the  valley,  resting  against  the 
base  of  each  mountain,  and  rising  a  moderate  distance  up  its 
slopes.  The  inclination  of  the  rocks  is  generally  very  gentle, 
being  seldom  more  than  7°.  The  only  exception  to  this  is  in 
the  lower  slope  of  the  Laurel  Hill  along  the  eastern  edge  of  the 
valley ;  the  dip  amounts  in  some  places,  especially  near  the 
Youghiogheny,  to  30°.  In  the  central  tracts  the  strata  are 
nearly  horizontal,  over  a  considerable  breadth  of  the  valley, 
but,  being  deeply  trenched  by  the  valleys  of  the  larger  streams, 
their  mineral  contents  are  well  exposed  and  placed  accessible  to 
the  miner. 

The  central  parts  of  the  basin  are  occupied  by  the  barren- 
measures,  capped,  in  one  locality  south  of  the  Conemaugh,  by 
the  Pittsburg  coal-bed.  Along  the  exact  centre  of  the  basin, 
in  "Westmoreland  County,  runs  a  high  hut  very  narrow  hill, 
dividing,  as  it  were,  the  valley  into  two,  through  which,  hori- 
zontally stratified,  crops  out  the  Pittsburg  coal-seam,  from  seven 
to  ten  feet  thick. 
IS 
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The  Pittsburg  Beam,  found  in  this  range  of  hills,  in  the 
centre  of  Ligonier  Talley,  from  Tairfield  to  Ligonier,  has  been 
opened  in  many  places.  It  produces  coal  of  a  superior  quality, 
and  therefore  the  thinner  beds  in  the  neighborhood,  near  the 
bottom  of  the  series,  which  measure  respectively  about  three, 
four,  and  five  feet,  are  almost  wholly  neglected.  It  follows 
nearly  the  summit  of  the  ridge,  which  ranges  along  the  centre 
of  the  valley,  to  within  about  three  miles  of  the  Conemaugh. 
This  Ligonier  Valley  is  another  of  Pennsylvania's  great  treas- 
uries of  coal,  without  even '  a  railroad  passing  through  it  in  a 
north  and  south  direction.  The  ConnellviUe  Eailroad  crosses  it 
east  and  west  along  the  Youghiogheny  and  across  the  first  basin 
by  the  valley  of  the  Castleman  River,  and  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  by  that  of  tbe  Conemaugh.  It  must  bide  its  time ;  at 
present  the  market  for  coal  is  otherwise  supplied. 

Indeed,  the  only  considerable  production  of  coal  from  this 
very  extensive  second  basin,  250  miles  long,  from  the  West 
Virginia  line  to  within  thirty  miles  of  that  of  New  York, 
seems  to  be  in  the  Barclay  region,  and  at  the  Ralston  or  Me- 
Intyre  mines,  and  a  smaller  quantity  at  Renovo,  on  the  Phila- 
delphia &  Erie  Railroad. 

Ligonier  Valley  extends,  under  other  names,  iar  into  "VTest 
Virginia,  with  precisely  the  same  geological  features,  with  a 
similar  high,  narrow  hill  in  its  centre,  containing  a  long,  narrow 
field  of  the  Pittsburg  seam  of  coal  running  through  it.  {See 
page  281.) 

Suh-coiiglorfherate  Goals  of  the  First  mid  Second  Basma, — 
In  the  southwest  end  of  the  first  and  second  basins  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, we  see  the  sub-conglomerate  coals  beginning  to  develop 
themselves.  Amid  the  abundance  of  coal-seams  of  larger  size 
and  better  quality,  they  are  here  only  of  consequence  as  they 
serve  to  throw  light  upon  those  of  the  same  age  and 
geological  position  in  Southwestern  Virginia,  Southeastern 
Kentucky,  and  in  Tennessee,  where  they  are  more  strongly 
developed  in  number  and  thickness,  and  are  of  great  eon- 
sequence,  being  the  only  coals  found  in  many  localities  in 
the  latter  two  States.  These  are  a  lesser  group  of  coal-rocks, 
reported  by  Rogers,  lower  in  the  geological  series  than  the  great 
conglomerate  which  is  usually  regarded  as  the  base  of  the  pro- 
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duetive  coal-measures.  They  are  found  on  both  sides  of  Laurel 
Hill,  the  houndary-line  between  Somerset  and  Fayette  Counties, 
and  consequently  in  the  first  and  second  basins.  Tbey  first 
assume  a  notable  importance  in  Turkey  Toot  Township,  in 
Somerset  County,  but  they  expand  to  greater  thietness  in  the 
second  basin  along  Indian  Creek  in  the  Ligonier  Valley  trough 
on  the  west  side  of  Laurel  HUl.  These  are  an  earlier-formed 
carboniferous  strata,  having  no  connection  with  the  main  body 
of  the  coal-measures,  but  holding  a  position  corresponding  to 
the  upper  layers  of  Eogers's  formation  XL,  or  Eed  Shale,  and 
the  lower  rocks  of  his  formation  XII.,  or  Conglomerate.  West 
of  the  Youghiogheny  Kiver,  these  interpolated  coal-strata  con- 
tain a  seam  of  excellent  coal  four  feet  in  thickness.  It  is  en- 
tirely below  the  coarse  rocks  of  XIL,  or  the  great  conglomerate, 
and  20  feet  below  the  band  of  iron-ore  which  usually  marks 
the  common  limit  of  this  formation,  and  the  red  shale  or  forma- 
tion Xr.  The  ore  here  occupies  a  brown  shale,  so  that  it  may 
be  considered  as  appertaining  to  the  coal-measures,  which  thus 
form  as  it  were  a  subordinate  part  of  the  underlying  red-shale 
formation. 

The  reader  jvill  hereafter  notice  the  gradual  development 
of  these  sub-conglomerate  coals  in  a  southwest  direction.  They 
also  appear  in  Mercer  county  along  the  northwest  margin 
of  the  coal-field  on  the  line  between  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio, 
and  on  the  eastern  and  southwestern  margin  of  the  Illinois 
coal-fleld  in  Western  Indiana  and  Southern  Illinois. 


The  Thvrd  or  Blossburg  Coal-Basm. — Bhssburg,  Antrim,  Carrtr 
eron,  Wistwr  Mowntain,  BenimWs  Branch,  etc. 
The  third  coal-basin  in  the  north  is  that  of  Blossburg, 
in  Tioga  County.  Of  this  coal-region  on  the  head-Waters 
of  the  Tioga  Eiver,  a  special  account  is  elsewhere  given  in  this 
volume.  The  Blossburg  is  the  only  very  productive  region  in 
this  basin.  The  synclinal  or  centre  of  the  basin  runs  west- 
wardly  through  the  Fall  Brook,  Morris  Run,  and  Blossburg 
-Companies'  mines,  in  Tioga  County.  The  same  basin  continues 
westward  over  Babb's  Creek  and  Wilson's  Creek,  through  a 
fine  coal-field  south  of  Wellsboro  on  Wilson's  Creek,  where  the 
Fall  Brook  Coal  Company  have  opened  new  mines  at  Antrim. 
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{See  page  124  to  page  161,  as  to  these  localities.)  Thenee  its 
general  course  is  southwestward  to  the  Sinnemahoning  River, 
■which  it  crosses  10  miles  above  its  mouth.  In  an  extensive 
■wilderness  country  like  this  it  is  impossible,  says  Rogers,  to 
pronounce  with  positiveneas  upon  the  existence  or  non-existence 
of  coal  in  a  basin  where  a  slight  dip  may  bring  in  unperceived 
the  lower  part  of  the  coal-measures.  This  same  synclinal  axis 
No.  III.,  marking  the  middle  of  the  third  basin,  also  crosses 
Bennett's  Branch  about  10  miles  above  its  month,  thenee  follow- 
ing the  course  of  that  stream.  In  this  basin  on  the  Phila- 
delphia &  Erie  Railroad  are  situated  the  "Wistar  Mountain 
Company's  coal-works,  67  miles  from  "Willi amsport,  267  from 
Philadelphia,  and  183  from  Erie ;  also  the  Cameron  coal-mines, 
97  miles  west  of  "WCliamsport.  The  centre  line  of  the  third 
basin  follows  along  the  general  course  of  Bennett's  Branch 
in  a  southwesterly  direction  through  part  of  Cameron  and  Elk 
Counties,  the  western  part  of  Clearfield  County  passing  Luthers- 
bnrg.  In  that  direction  it  merges  into  the  general  basin  of 
the  western  counties  of  the  State,  of  the  coal  of  which  a  general 
account  will  be  given  as  it  is  displayed  along  the  valley  of  the 
Alleghany  River. 

As  the  Philadelphia  &  Erie  Railroad  leaves  the  West 
Branch,  and  passes  up  the  Driftwood  Branch,  this  has  been  a 
secluded,  inaccessible  region.  It  is  one  of  our  vast,  undeveloped 
parts  of  the  country  full  of  coal,  but  as  yet  with  nothing  enti- 
tling it  to  much  space  in  these  pages.  A  railroad  up  Bennett's 
Branch  is  now  (1872)  in  progress,  which  will  bring  to  light 
some  of  the  buried  treasures  of  this  wild  region.  Near  Cale- 
donia, in  the  south  part  of  Elk  County,  a  seam  of  coal  is  de- 
scribed by  Rogers,  without  any  slate,  measuring  five  feet  two 
inches  thick ;  and  the  country  will  be  found  to  be  rich  in  coal, 
limestone,  and  iron-ore,  for  many  miles  southwest  of  that  place, 
np  Bennett's  Branch, 

"  From  Bennett's  Branch  Intersection  with  the  Philadelphia 
&  Erie  Railroad,  to  the  Alleghany  "Valley  Railroad  at  the 
mouth  of  Red  Bank,  is  92  miles.  One  of  the  tunnels,  namely, 
that  at  the  Boon  Mountain  simimit,  will  be  2,000  feet  long,  and 
about  200  feet  below  the  level  of  the  summit,  and  is  1,400 
feet  above  tide — more  than  700  feet  lower  than  the  sumjnit  of 
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the  main  line  of  tlie  Pennsylvania  road  at  ite  tunnel  above 
Altoona. 

"The  line  of  this  Low  Grade  road  is  an  extraordinary  one. 
Ten  years  ago  no  one  would  have  supposed  it  possible  to  get  a 
line  across  the  Alleghany  Mountain,  anywhere,  with  a  summit 
only  1,400  feet  above  tide.  Still  lees  could  any  one,  femiliar 
with  thetopograpby  of  "Western  Pennsylvania,  have  anticipated 
that  a  line  could  be  got,  connectirtg  Harrisburg  with  Pittsburg, 
which  should  have  a  maximum  grade  of  only  18  feet  per  mile, 
to  within  four  miles  of  such  a  summit — a  grade  of  only  37  feet 
for  those  four  miles — and  a  maximum  descending  grade,  thence 
to  the  Alleghany  Eiver,  of  only  14  feet  to  the  mile.  The 
average  grade  of  the  seventy-odd  miles,  from  the  summit  to  the 
Alleghany  Eiver,  is  only  a  little  over  eight  feet  to  the  mile; 
but  a  somewhat  higher  maximum  is  necessitated  by  the  va- 
riable rate  of  water-fall." 

Farther  southwest,  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  third  basin 
is  the  Chestnut  Eidge,  before  described  as  the  northwest  bound- 
ary of  the  second  basin.  But  in  this  southwestern  district  of 
Pennsylvania  the  lower  coal-measures  and  the  division  of  the 
region  into  basins  lose  their  practical  importance.  All  the 
lower  coals  which  prevail  farther  north  become  attenuated  and 
disappear  by  the  dipping  of  the  roets  in  a  southward  direction, 
and  the  basins  also  disappear.  Next  above  come  in  the  Bar- 
ren Measures,  400  or  500  feet  thick ;  and  next  above  these 
the  upper  coal-measures,  to  be  hereafter  described,  first  or  low- 
est among  which  is  the  important  Pittsburg  bed.  The  whole 
country  and  the  whole  market  accessible  from  this  region  are 
supplied  from  this  coal-seam.  For  all  the  pUKposes  of  the  pres- 
ent generation  and  many  generations  to  come,  for  hundreds  of 
years,  this  Pittsburg  bed  is  and  will  be  the  all-important  one 
of  this  large  section  of  country,  covering  as  it  does  the  southwest 
'corner  of  Pennsylvania,  the  "  Pan-handle,"  and  other  large  por- 
tions of  "West  Virginia,  and  a  large  tract  in  Southeastern  Ohio, 
in  all  some  14,000  square  miles.  It  may  be  highly  important  for 
the  geological  student  to  follow  these  lower  coal-seams  in  imag^ 
ination,  as  they  no  doubt  run  continuously  under  this  whole  ter- 
ritory, in  itself  a  good-sized  State,  and  to  pry  intothem  as  they 
peep  out  in  deep  river  valleys.     It  is  well   enough  for   the 
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fermer  who  lives  on  the  hills  of  Greene  and  "Washington  Counties, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  upper  Barren  Measures,  1,200  feet  above 
the  Pitteburg  seam,  to  talk  at  hie  fireside  of  the  stores  of  coal  he 
owns  within  the  2,500  feet  in  depth  of  productive  and  barren 
coal-measures  below  his  feet,  but  for  present  practical  purposes 
the  upper  accessible  seams  alone  are  important.  Tlie  others 
are  merely  objects  of  geological  interest,  or  they  may  serve  as 
s  basis  of  calculation  by  the  political  economist  as  to  the  future 
riches  and  resources  of  our  people. 

Fourth  or  St.  Mary's  Baavn,  Cowaiiesqiie,  St.  Mary's,  Shavh 
vmit,  To^fs  Creek,  £Mkiminetas. 
Synclinal  Axis  No.  i,  or  the  centre  line  of  the  fourth  St. 
Mary's  and  Toby's  Creek  coal-basin,  crosses  the  Tioga  River 
and  the  Tioga  Railroad,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  two  or  three 
miles  north  of  the  State  line,  as  displayed  in  the  lower  rocks, 
and  runs  up  the  valley  of  the  Cowanesque,  in  Tioga  County,  a 
little  south  of  westward,  where  there  is  a  thin  coal-seam  in  one 
locality ;  thence  up  "West  Creek,  and  soutbwestward  across  Pot- 
ter County.  It  crosses  the  Philadelphia  &  Erie  Railroad,  on 
the  Driftwood,  three  miles  above  Emporium,  and  perhaps  ten 
miles  above  axis  No.  3.  In  this  fourth  basin  are  several  coal- 
works  on  the  Philadelphia  &  Erie  R^iilroad,  viz.,  those  of  the 
St.  Mary's  Coal  Company,  three-fourths  of  a  mile  east  of  St. 
Mary's  village ;  five  miles  farther  west  a  branch  railroad  leads 
off  to  the  Kersey  Coal  Company's  mines,  S^  miles,  and  those 
of  the  Daguscahonda  Coal  Company,  four  miles  from  the  Junc- 
tion ;  and  about  a  mile  east  of  Ridgeway  is  the  junction  of  the 
abandoned  Slmwuut  Railroad,  16  miles  long,  which  leads  off 
southward  to  the  mines  of  that  company  on  Toby's  Creek. 
AH  of  these  and  some  others  which  have  been  opened  are  in 
the  fourth  coal-basin,  the  centre  line  of  which  continues  south- 
westward  through  Elk  and  Jefferson  Counties,  near  Kersey, 
between  the  Clarion  River  and  Toby's  Creek,  the  line  coin- 
ciding with  the  general  course  of  Toby's  Creek.  Crossing 
Jefferson  County  diagonally,  it  runs  seven  miles  east  of  Kittan- 
ning  in  Armstrong  County,  and  dies  away  on  the  Kiskiminetas, 
2^  miles  from  its  mouth. 

In  the  central  part  of  Jefferson  County,  in  the  fourth  basin, 
ie  a  fine  coal-region  in  the  Reynoldsville  country,  bat  far  from 
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market,  and,  being  ■without  a  railroad,  quite  undeveloped.  Prof. 
LeBley  eaya  it  is  a  magnificent  coal-region  of  great  length  and 
breadth,  holding  all  the  beds  of  the  lower  coal-measurea,  two  at 
least  of  which  attain  a  thickness  of  11  and  12  feet,  rivalling 
in  quality,  size,  and  extent  of  area,  the  upper  coal-measures  of 
Westmoreland  County,  southeast  of  Pittsburg. 

The  new  Bennett's  Branch  Railroad,  already  mentioned,  con- 
necting the  Philadelphia  &  Erie  Railroad  with  the  Alleghany 
"Valley  Railroad,  will  run  across  this  fourth  and  the  third  basin, 
through  a  region  affording  a  great  abundance  of  coal  in  seams 
of  unusual  size. 

F^h  Coal-Basin,  Coudersport,  Ridgemay,  a/nd  Red  BamJc. 
The  centre  line  of  the  fifth  basin  passes  about  five  miles  to 
the  north  of  Coudersport  in  Potter  County ;  it  runs  south  of 
Smethport  in  McKean  County,  near  Ridgeway  in  Elk  County, 
and  Brookville  in  Jefferson  County.  Along  the  Red  Bank 
Creek  in  this  county,  and  which  is  the  line  between  Clarion 
and  Armstrong,  this  basin  is  fruitful  in  coals,  the  Brookville, 
Clarion,  and  Kittanning  seams,  each  at  least  three  feet  thick,  and 
arching  over  into  both  the  fourth  and  sixth  basins.  Tracing 
them  farther  south,  as  we  shall  see,  along  the  Alleghany  River, 
tJiey  sink  under  the  Barren  Measures  and  upper  coal-measurea. 
The  fifth  coal-seam,  in  the  ascending  order,  where  it  occurs 
about  12  miles  east  of  Brookville  in  Jefferson  County,  measures 
between  eight  and  nine  feet.  The  seventh  bed  is  10  feet  thick 
between  the  Red  Bank  and  Mahoning,  on  the  road  from  Kit- 
tanning  to  Brookville. 


i/lvama. 

This  is  the  last  trough  of  our  "Western  Pennsylvania  coal-for- 
mation, counting  northwestward  from  the  Alleghany  Mountain. 
On  the  northwest  it  is  definitely  limited  by  a  belt  of  country 
composed  of  the  great  coal  conglomerate  which  ranges  to  the 
southwest  out  of  "Warren  County,  through  Venango,  into  Mercer. 
On  the  southeast  it  is  bounded  by  a  well-marked  anticlinal  axis 
passing  from  near  Smethport  in  an  almost  straight  line  toward 
Pittsburg.  It  is  a  large  basin,  and  has  grand  yet  simple  feat- 
ures of  stratification,  the  limestones  and  many  of  the  coal- 
seams  being  continuous  over  very  extensive  areas,  though  the 
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individual  beda  frequently  change  much  their  thickness  and 
external  aspects.  The  included  sandstones,  slates,  and  other 
mechanically  formed  rocks,  display  incessant  variations  of  thick- 
ness and  composition.  Thus  two  seams  of  coal,  in  some  places 
separated  by  60  feet  of  strata,  will  at  other  points  be  witMn  20 
feet  of  each  other,  the  stratification  from  these  causes  having 
little  resemblance  to  the  series  of  coal-rocks  farther  east. 

There  are  700  or  800  feet  of  coal-measures  which  occupy  this 
trough  north  of  the  Ohio  River,  -with  eight  widely-distributed 
coal-seams,  besides  several  smaller  local  ones.  Designated  from 
the  lowest  upward,  the  four  lowest  included  between  the  first 
and  second  thick  sandstones,  and  which  are  developed  chiefly 
in  Mercer,  Venango,  and  Warren,  are  neither  as  continuous  nor 
for  the  most  part  as  thick  as  the  beds  above  them.  One,  at 
Hercer  and  Sandy  Lake,  is  four  to  six  feet  thick.  We  find 
with  these  lower  coals  in  Mercer  the  lowest  bed  of  limestone 
anywhere  met  with  in  our  Western  coal-measures,  showing  the 
approach  to  the  great  limestone  regionsof  the  Western  States. 
The  upper  four  eoal-seams  are  much  the  most  continuous  and 
uniformly  valuable.  The  fifth  is  the  main  bed  at  Pallston, 
Keweastle,  Kittanning,  Uarriusviile,  and  in  Venango  County. 
The  seventh  is  the  most  important  bed  on  the  Alleghany  River 
above  Sugar  Creek  and  on  the  Red  Bank,  while  the  eighth  is 
the  chief  seam  at  the  town  of  Butler.  This  last,  which  is  a  very 
valuable  bed,  accompanies  the  preceding,  though  at  a  greater 
elevation  in  the  hiUs  in  the  vicinity  of  Sugar  Creek  and  Kittan- 
ning, and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Freeport. 

A  railroad  has  lately  been  completed  from  Jamestown  to 
Franklin,  crossing  the  northern  part  of  Mercer  County,  and  a 
considerable  coal-trade  has  immediately  sprung  up  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  oil-regions.  The  principal  points  where  coal  is 
mined  are  at  Raymilton  in  Venango,  and  at  Sandy  Lake,  Stone- 
horo,  and  Pardee,  in  Mercer  County.  There  were  185,742  tona 
produced  in  1871.  As  a  general  view  of  the  coal  in  the  fifth 
and  sixth  basins  in  the  descending  order  of  the  seams  as  they 
are  seen  on  the  Alleghany  River  will  hereafter  be  given,  further 
details,  of  which  many  more  may  be  found  in  Rogers's  final 
report,  will  be  unnecessary,  especially  as  the  region  has  no  very 
large  aftiount  of  coal-trade  except  in  the  block-coal  region  of 
Mercer  County. 
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This  eection  of  country  between  the  Alleghany  Eiver  and 
the  Ohio  State  line,  and  between  the  Ohio  River  and  Lake 
Erie,  has  a  very  gentle  slope  to  its  rocks.  Prof.  Lesley  reports 
that  the  dip  of  the  formations  has  been  found  by  actual  measure- 
ment to  be  but  about  one-seventh  of  one  degree.  North  of  the 
coal-region,  however,  the  descent  of  the  streams  is  very  rapid 
to  the  level  of  Lake  Erie. 

West  of  the  Alleghany  River  and  French  Creek  a  great 
change  is  observable  in  the  rocks  between  the  conglomerate 
and  the  Tionesta  sandstone.  This  change  attains  its  maximum 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Mercer,  where  we  find  the  interval  to  be 
100  feet,  and  to  contain  four  coal-beds,  the  upper  one,  the  Tio- 
nesta coal,  being  six  feet  thick,  and  the  others  thin,  averaging  IJ 
foot  in  thickness.  Still  farther  southwest,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Newcastle,  on  Beaver  River,  the  Tionesta  coal-measures  have 
resumed  their  former  insignificance  as  productive  strata. 

The  Sharon  group  is  a  series  of  rocks  resembling  the  coal- 
measures,  which  makes  its  appearance  beneath  the  conglomer- 
ate 10  or  12  miles  northwest  of  Franklin.  Becoming  better 
developed  as  we  trace  it  south,  it  is  found  to  consist  usually  of 
a  single  coal-bei  from  12  to  18  feet  below  the  base  of  the  con- 
glomerate, generally  quite  thin  and  poor,  but  attaining  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Sharon  and  Georgetown  the  thickness  of  five 
feet.  At  intervals  of  15  and  20  feet  below  this  bed  are  found 
near  Mercer  two  other  coal-beds,  IJ  and  2J  feet  respectively. 
This  group  of  coal-strata.  Prof.  Rogers  says,  is  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  lower  coal-formation,  but  as  merely  a  part  of  the 
lower  group  of  the  coal-measures  locally  developed  by  increase 
of  the  coal-beds,  and  a  proportionate  reduction  of  the  pebbly 
matter  of  the  sandstones.  An  analogy  may  be  drawn  between 
these  and  a  series  holding  a  similar  position  at  Turkeyfoot,  in 
the  extreme  southern  part  of  the  State. 

We  will  now  take  a  cross  section  of  the  northern  part  of 
these  coal-basins,  or  a  brief  general  survey  from  east  to  west. 

The  Weat  Branch  Coal-Region,  on  the  Philadelphia  c6   Erie 

liaUroad. 

This  railroad  runs  across  the  northern  parts  of  five  of  the 

coal-basins,  and  forms  a  good  line  of  observation.     In  going 

west  from    Williamsport  on   the  Philadelphia   &  Erie  Rail- 
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road,  coal  is  first  met  with  at  Queen's  or  Qiiin's  Bun,  30  miles 
■west  of  Williamsport,  where  the  First  Coal-Basin  of  Rogers's 
(Pennsylvaiiia)  Geological  Survey  crosses  this  railroad.  Here 
the  coal-measures  are  150  feet  thick,  with  four  seams  of  coal, 
three  of  tliem  valuable.  In  it  are  the  old  Farrandsville  mines, 
wMcli  were  worked  many  years  ago,  and  the  coal  from  them 
shipped  by  the  West  Branch  Canal ;  also  the  Eagleton,  the  Hc- 
Henry,  and  Black  Heath  mines,  on  an  old  branch  railroad.  The 
coal  was  semi-bitnminons,  and  of  a  good  quality  for  steam. 
These  are  all  things  of  the  past,  the  works  being  abandoned. 
"At  Farrandsville  a  great  furnace  was  erected,  and  a  quarter 
million  of  dollars  sunk.  The  iron-ore  is  a  poor  nodular  stra- 
tum in  shale,  and  a  six-foot  flre-elay  bed  under  the  third  coal- 
bed."  This  is  the  Tangascootack  region,  which  farther  south- 
west expands  over  a  considerable  extent  of  country.  Snowshoe 
and  Pbillipsburg  mines  in  Centre  County  are  in  this  first  basin, 
farther  south.  Second  Basin. — The  next  mines  are  at  Kenoyo, 
52  miles  from  "Williamsport,  where,  in  1871,  8,564  tons  of  coal 
were  mined  for  the  railroad  company's  shops  and  to  coal  engines 
on  the  road.  The  mines  are  two  miles  northwest  of  the  Phila- 
delphia &  Erie  Eailroad.  This  is  the  Barclay  and  Rahton 
basin.  The  Third,  or  Blos^ti/rg  Basin,  crosses  the  Philadelphia 
&  Erie  Railroad,  taking  in  the  Wistar  Mountain  coal-mines, 
67  miles,  and  the  Cameron  mines,  97  miles  west  of  Williams- 
port, both  situated  directly  on  the  railroad,  the  coal  being  run 
down  inclined  planes  from  the  tops  of  the  hiUs.  Neither  of 
them  is  in  operation.  This  coal  is  decidedly  bituminous,  con- 
taining 67  to  69  per  cent,  of  carbon,  and  26  to  29  of  volatile 
matter.  The  Fourth,  or  Cowanesque  Coal-Basin,  embraces 
several  coal-works  on  the  Philadelphia  &  Erie  Railroad,  viz. : 
those  of  Tannerdale,  117  miles  from  Williamsport,  St.  Mary's, 
119  miles,  and  Benzinger,  also  at  St.  Mary's.  The  St.  Mary's 
are  the  most  important,  they  being  the  only  works  on  the  whole 
road  in  full  operation.  They  produced  74,056  tons  in  1871  for 
the  use  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Erie  Railroad.  The  Benzinger 
Coal  Company  mined  13,652  tons  in  1871.  Farther  west,  125 
miles  from  Williamsport,  is  a  branch  railroad,  leading  to  the 
Kersey  Coal  Company's  mines,  3^  miles,  and  to  those  of  the 
Daguscahonda  Coal  Company,  4  .miles.  Their  production  is 
now  very  small.     One  mile  east  of  Ridgeway,  or  128  miles  from 
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Williamsport,  is  the  junction  of  the  Shawiniit  Coal  Company's 
Eailroad,  16  miles  in  length  to  their  mines  on  Little  Toby's 
Oreeli,  which  are  not  in  operation.  A  large  sura  of  money  was 
here  unprofltably  invested.  In  the  Fifth  Coal-Scmn,  on  the 
Philadelphia  &  Erie  Railroad,  are  the  "Wilmarth  or  Jolmson- 
burg  coal-mines,  the  last  going  west,  being  138  railes  from 
Williamsport.  At  Kensua,  162  miles  from  Williamsport,  the 
road  passes  out  of  the  coal-measures.  All  the  basins  are  finger- 
points  or  detached  patches  on  tops  of  the  highest  hills.  The 
Eenovo  and  St.  Mary's  mines  are  on  the  north  side  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia &  Erie  Eailroad,  all  the  others  on  the  sonth  of  it. 
There  are  plenty  of  other  coal-lands  not  yet  opened.  Nowhere 
in  the  State  is  there  such  a  spectacle  of  disappointed  hopes  and 
of  fortunes  buried  in  the  bituminous-coal  business.  Most  of  these 
companies  have  built  branch  railroads,  some  of  them  of  consid- 
erable length,  and  also  spent  large  sums  for  opening  and  work- 
ing mines,  and  for  mining-plant,  having  been  stimulated  into 
premature  life  by  the  high  prices  of  coal  during  the  late  war. 

The  trouble  vrith  these  mines  is,  they  have  no  market  at 
home,  it  being  a  very  thinly-populated  country.  If  they  go 
west,  they  encounter  up-grades  of  116  to  145  feet  per  mile  for 
nine  miles  east  of  Kane.  At  Erie,  the  Western  terminus  of  the 
Philadelphia  &  Erie  Eailroad,  they  meet  the  block-coal  from 
Sharpsburg,  Mercer  County,  which  has  only  been  brought  T5 
miles,  and  which  is  both  cheaper  and  better.  If  they  go  east, 
they  meet  with  Snowshoe,  Mclntyre,  Broad  Top,  and  Antiu^- 
cite,  which  have  been  carried  a  shorter  distance.  The  comple- 
tion of  the  Buffalo  &  Washington  road  to  Emporium  will 
afford  the  region  a  better  avenue  to  that  important  market. 

X/Ower  Coal-Meamres  on  the  AUegJiany  Bwer  in  the  Fifth  and 
Si<eth  Coal-Badna,  m  the  Desemding  Order  of  tite  Geologi- 
cal Strata, 

The  two  chief  rivers  which  traverse  the  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania bituminous-coal-basin,  flowing  in  opposite  directions,  in- 
tersect wholly  different  strata — the  Monongahela  and  its  west- 
em  tributaries  passing  through  the  upper  coal-measures  and  the 
Alleghany  Biver  through  the  lower.  Starting  from  the  marly 
shales  exposed  at  the  water's  edge  at  Pittsburg,  and  ascending 
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the  MonongaTiela,  we  rise  into  higher  and  higher  layers,  and 
following  ita  westeni  streams  into  Greene  County,  we  may 
even  reach  the  uppermost  beds  of  the  whole  series.  Ascending 
the  Alleghany  River,  on  the  other  hand,  we  come  upon  geologi- 
cally lower  and  lower  rocks  emerging  successively  to  view,  until 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Franklin  and  Warren  we  encounter 
those  that  form  the  bottom  of  the  basin. 

Ascending  the  valley  of  the  Alleghany  River  to  Sharpsburg, 
four  miles  from  Pittsburg,  we  there  find  the  hills  consist  of  the 
same  rocks  as  at  Pittsburg,  but  the  Pittsburg  coal-seam  is 
found  only  on  the  highest  knobs ;  and  lower  strata  of  rock  than 
those  seen  at  Pittsburg  begin  to  show  themselves  in  the  lowest 
places.  At  Fairview,  or  Sandy  Creek,  five  miles  farther  up  the 
river,  the  hills  are  350  feet  high,  and  too  low  for  the  Pittsburg 
coal.  When  we  arrive  at  Tarentum  we  find  still  more  of  the 
series  has  vanished.  The  river  hills  average  250  feet,  while  the 
coal-bed  E,  Upper  rreeport,  of  the  lower  coal-measures,  has 
just  made  its  appearance.  This  is  the  first  or  upper  workable 
coal-bed  of  the  lower  coal-measures,  and  is  one  of  the  moat  im- 
portant and  widely  extended.  It  covers  an  area  twice  as  large  as 
the  Pittsburg  bed,  and  affords  a  remarkably  rich,  compact,  and 
inflammable  coal.  It  rises  about  three  miles  below  Tarentum, 
near  which  it  is  mined  at  an  elevation  of  30  feet,  the  bed  being 
six  feet  thick,  and  in  places  seven  feet.  It  can  be  traced 
through  the  eastern  part  of  Armstrong  County ;  it  ranges  west- 
ward through  the  central  parts  of  Butler  County  and  through 
portions  of  Alleghany  and  Beaver  Counties,  disappearing  ulti- 
mately beneath  the  Ohio  River,  in  conformity  with  the  general 
southwestern  dip  of  the  eoal-meaaures.  Near  the  town  of  But- 
ler it  is  four  feet  thick,  holds  a  high  position  on  the  hilla,  and  is 
extensively  wrought.  The  attentive  reader  will  understand 
this  as  the  description  not  of  the  boundary  of  the  northern  out- 
crop of  this  fine  seam  of  coal,  but  where  it  first  appears  in  the 
river-bed,  and  that  it  dips  southward  and  passes  under  the  bar- 
ren and  the  upper  coal-measures,  and  is  found  also  on  the  high- 
er ground  farther  north. 

It  may  be  observed  that,  although  the  general  dip  is  toward 
the  south,  it  is  by  no  means  regular.  Thus,  below  Freeport,  at 
some  of  the  coal-mines,  the  local  dip  is  up  the  river,  while  in  feet 
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the  general  dip  is  in  the  contrary  direction,  as  is  shown  by  the 
coal  cropping  out  on  the  north  and  sinking  under  the  river  to 
the  south.  At  Pittsburg,  coal  E  appears  to  be  fi'om  100  to  150 
feet  below  the  river,  while  at  Freeport  it  has  the  height  of  144 
feet  above  the  water.  At  Kittanning,  44  miles  from  Pittsburg, 
it  is  still  higher,  370  feet  above  the  river,  rising  farther  north  to 
the  tops  of  the  most  elevated  hills.  AtKittanningwe  see  at  an 
elevation  of  100  feet  the  fosailiferons  limestone  and  other  rocks 
which  were  far  beneath  the  river-level  at  Freeport,  and  the  last 
remains  of  the  Barren  Measures  are  indicated  by  the  red  and 
variegated  shales  which  cap  the  highest  bills  on  both  sides  of 
the  river.  The  next  coal-seam,  in  the  descending  order,  D,  or 
the  lower  Freeport,  first  appears  above  the  level  of  the  Alle- 
ghany Hiver,  about  two  miles  above  Tarentura.  At  Freeport 
it  is  seen  at  an  elevation  of  57  feet  above  the  river,  or  87  feet 
below  E.  This  seam  is  remarkably  irregular  as  regards  thick- 
ness, measuring  in  some  places  four  feet,  in  other  places  two 
feet,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kiskiminetas  a  thin  layer  of  soft 
bituminous  shale  mixed  with  coal  supplies  its  place.  This  coal 
is  remarkable  for  its  irregularity,  not  only  as  respects  its  thick- 
ness and  local  dip,  but  as  regards  the  nature  of  the  accompany- 
ing strata.  Beneath  this  coal  D,  or  lower  Freeport,  sometimes 
in  contact  with  it,  occrn^  the  Freeport  sandstone,  70  feet  thick. 
Above  coal  E,  or  upper  Freeport,  is  a  thick  mass  of  brown 
and  blackish  shales  more  than  50  feet  thick,  upon  which  is  the 
Mahoning  sandstone,  75  feet  thick. 

Keturning  to  the  coal-seams,  we  next  in  ascending  the  river 
find  an  important  seam  of  coal  C,  Kittanning  or  Clarion,  which 
is  widely  extended  and  important.  It  emerges  from  below  the 
Alleghany  River,  about  five  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Kis- 
kiminetas. At  Kittanning  it  attains  an  elevation  of  six  feet 
above  the  river,  and  has  been  extensively  wrought  near  the  base 
of  the  hills  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  is  3^  feet  thick,  bat  it 
varies  somewhat  in  thickness  like  all  other  seams,  and  is  some- 
times five  feet  thick.  This  coal-seam  may  be  readily  traced  on 
the  river-hills  between  Kittanning  and  the  mouth  of  the  Clarion 
Kiver ;  it  sinks  and  disappears  beneath  the  country  on  both 
sides,  and  reaches  the  day  on  the  Beaver  B.iver  and  its  braneh- 
esj  on  Eed  Bank  Creek,  on  Buffalo  Creek,  and  elsewhere.    It 
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18  the  Cannel  coal-seam  of  the  Alleghany  Eiver  Yalley,  also  at 
Darlington,  near  the  Ohio  line,  and  at  Peytona  in  West  Vir- 
ginia. Below  coal  C  is  a  bed  of  brown  and  black  shale  with  lay- 
ers of  sandstone  25  feet  thick,  and  then  the  buhr-stone  and  brown 
silicious  iron-ore,  some  portions  being  analogous  to  the  burr- 
stone  of  France,  and  other  parts  a  hard,  grayish  and  yellowish 
schist  or  flint. 

The  next  seam  of  coal  is  B,  71  feet  below  coal  C.  This  im- 
portant coal  slowly  rises  above  the  base  of  the  river-hills  above 
Kittanning.  Over  it  lie  three  layers  of  coal  b,  each  about  one 
foot,  and  one  of  them  sometimes  twenty  inches  or  two  feet  thick, 
separated  from  each  other  by  shale.  Kejecting  these,  the  prin- 
cipal seam  measures  3J  feet  thick.  East  of  the  Alleghany  and 
south  of  the  Clarion  River  it  is  opened  in  many  places.  It  can 
also  be  traced  east  of  the  river  through  Yenango  and  Clarion 
Counties.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  town  of  Mercer  it  is  three  feet 
thick.  Traced  to  the  southwest  it  sinks  beneath  the  bed  of  the 
Ohio.  This  is  the  Towanda,  Ealston,  Blosshurg,  Queen's  Eun, 
Barnet  (Broad  Top),  the  large  Tangascootack,  and  the  great  bed 
near  the  bottom  of  the  coal-measures  above  Johnstown,  and  is 
found  and  wrought  in  many  other  places  throughout  the  State. 

Forty  feet  below  coal  B  is  the  seam  A,  the  lowest  workable 
bed  along  the  Alleghany  Eiver.  Although  numerous  thin 
hands  of  coal  occur  in  the  slate  beneath,  they  are  not  of  suffi- 
cient size  to  work.  Six  miles  east  of  Franklin  it  lies  on  the 
summit  of  the  hills.  It  is  a  thin  and  everywhere  generally 
a  worthless  seam,  composed  of  two  parts  of  about  one  foot  thick 
of  coal,  separated  by  heavy  slates.  It  may  be  found  of  a  good 
size  and  valuable  quality  in  some  localities.  It  seems  to  attain 
its  greatest  size  at  Lockport  and  about  Phillipsburg.  It  retains 
the  characteristics  described  above  also  in  the  anthracite  re- 
gions {see  p.  49).  The  centre  of  the  fourth  basin  runs  east  of 
the  valley  of  the  Alleghany  Eiver,  seven  miles  east  of  Kittan- 
ning and  2^  miles  east  of  the  mouth  of  the  Kiskiminetas  op- 
posite Freeport. 

At  Foster  Station,  llSmilesabove  Pittsburg  and  eight  miles 
below  Franklin,  a  small  seam  about  2  or  2^  feet  thick  has  been 
opened,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Alleghany  Eiver,  near  the  top 
of  the  hill,  which  is  apparently  the  last  appearance  of  coal  in 
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this  quarter  in  ascending  tlie  river.  Farther  north  the  moun- 
tain sandstone,  as  it  is  here  called,  may  be  seen  capping  the 
tops  of  the  hills,  the  base  of  the  coal-measures,  but  without  coal. 
Farther  east  the  six  finger-points  of  basins  carry  lines  of  smaller 
coal-fields  nearly  to  the  New  York  line.  The  localities  where 
coal-works  are  in  operation  on  the  Alleghany  Valley  Eailroad, 
in  1871,  are  all  south  of  the  Clarion  Biver,  viz. :  Monterey,  78 
miles  from  Pittsburg,  Hillsville,  75,  Catfish,  71  miles,  this  being 
the  most  extensive,  producing  350  tons  per  day.  All  of  them  are 
on  seam  B,  which  is  here  4J  feet  thick  at  its  best  exposures, 
North  of  the  Clarion,  on  this  river,  it  does  not  exceed  three 
feet.  At  Brady's  Bend  a  large  quantity  of  coal  is  mined  and 
used  in  the  great  iron-worka  there.  Also  at  the  Monticello, 
Mahoning,  Pine  Creek,  and  Stewartson  furnaces  in  Armstrong 
County.  At  Sandy  Creek,  nine  miles  above  Pittsburg,  a  larger 
coal  business  is  done,  in  H,  or  the  Pittsburg  seam, 

Cannel-Co^. — Previous  to  the  discovery  of  petroleum  in 
large  quantities  in  Northwestern  Pennsylvania,  oil  was  distilled 
from  cannel-eoal  mined  from  coal-seam  C,  along  the  Alleghany 
Kiver,  A  great  number  of  very  expensive  establishments  were 
erected,  and  a  large  business  was  done.  But  the  discovery  of 
our  wonderful  deposits  of  petroleimi  in  Crawford  and  Venango 
Counties,  about  the  year  1860,  dispensed  with  all  this  machinery 
for  distillation,  and  continued  to  employ  so  much  of  it  only  as 
was  required  for  refining  the  oil  obtained  from  the  wells, 

■  The  mines  which  had  been  opened  and  the  labor  of  the  coal- 
miner  became  unnecessary.  It  is  a  beautiful  grate-coal,  but 
there  is  now  no  important  business  done  in  mining  cannel- 
coal,  for  which  there  is  no  large  demand  in  the  market.  Coal  is 
chiefly  wanted  for  iron-making  and  for  steam  purposes.  Oannel- 
coal  contains  more  illuminating  gas  than  common  bituminous 
coal,  and  sometimes  a  limited  quantity  of  it  is  used  to  improve 
the  quality  of  the  gas.  But,  in  the  manufacture  of  gas,  fuel  is 
required,  and  cannel-eoal  produces  but  little  coke.  The  common 
bituminous  coal  of  the  Pittsburg  seam  cannot  be  surpassed,  and 
is  everywhere  used  for  gas-making  purposes.  The  supply  for 
the  eastern  market  comes  from  the  eastern  margin  of  the  coal- 
field of  the  upper  coal-measures  H,  or  the  Pittsburg  bed  in 
Westmoreland  County,     The  locality  is  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
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Btationa  called  Irwin,  Penn,  Shafton,  etc.,  whence  it  is  trans- 
ported on  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  about  330  miles  to  Phil- 
adelphia. The  Westmoreland  Coal  Company  are  the  princi- 
pal operators  in  this  coal.  The  Alleghany  Talley  region  is  in 
our  day  of  quite  secondary  importance.  It  is  geologically 
interesting  as  showing  the  structure  of  the  coal-region  and  the 
series  of  the  lower  coals,  which  alone  are  found  in  so  large  a 
part  of  the  State  ;  hut  it  is  not  where  the  coal  of  the  western 
country  is  mined.  The  Alleghany  Kiver  coal-trade,  which  was 
855,586  tons  in  18T0,  is  as  nothing  compared  to  that  of  the  Mo- 
nongahela  and  Yougbioghcny  Rivers  region,  and  that  along  the 
railroads  leading  in  all  directions  from  Pittsburg  through  the 
upper  coal-measures,  which  produce  ten  times  more.  But,  before 
proceeding  to  the  Pittsburg  region,  there  is  a  very  important  one 
demanding  attention  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Pennsylvania. 

Ghenmi^o  VaUey,  or  Mercer  Cmirnty  Bloch-Coal. 

A  line  drawn  in  a  west^southwest  direction  from  Kensua, 
on  the  Alleghany  River,  near  the  west  line  of  McKean  County, 
through  Sandy  Late,  Mercer  County,  to  Tonngstown,  Ohio,  will 
define  with  tolerable  accuracy  the  northwest  limit  or  outcrop  of 
the  lowest  coal  of  the  sixth  and  last  basin  of  the  great  bitumi- 
nous coal-region.  But  within  this  boundary  every  valley  cross- 
ing this  line  cuts  down  through  the  coal  into  the  lower  rocks. 
The  conglomerate,  however,  extends  about  10  miles  farther 
northwest.  Beneath  the  conglomerate  we  find  a  small  group  of 
coal-measures,  which  comes  in  under  the  great  conglomerate  in 
the  country  between  French  Creek  and  the  Ohio  line,  and  contain- 
ing a  valuable  seam.  This  is  the  Sharon  coal,  in  Mercer  County. 
It  is  a  species  of  semi-cannel-coal  with  a  slaty  structure,  and  a 
dull,  jet-black  lustre,  with  a  thickness  of  from  three  to  four  feet. 

It  seems  an  extraordinary  circumstance  that  the  most  im- 
portant coal-region  in  Northwestern  Pennsylvania  and  Eastern 
Ohio,  as  respects  the  present  production  and  the  quality  of  its 
coal,  should  be  almost  outside  of  what  was  regarded  as  the  coal- 
region,  and  below  the  coal-measures.  The  so-called  spKnt- 
seam,  producing  block-coal,  belongs  to  a  group  of  coal-strata 
which,  although  appertaining  to  the  true  coal-formation,  were 
long  ago  recognized  as  being  beneath  the  main  body  of  the 
conglomerate.*    Though  the  bed  is  frequently  a  mixture  of  coal 
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and  slate,  as  its  name  implies,  it  produces  the  most  valuable 
coal  in  the  United  States,  and  it  embraces  one  and  sometimes 
two  important  beds. 

One  of  the  most  important  uses  to  which  mineral  coal  haa 
been  applied  is  the  smelting  of  iron  or  the  manufacture  of  pig- 
or  cast-iron  from  the  ore.  When  bituminous  coal  is  used  for 
this  purpose,  it  is  usually  necessary  that  it  be  first  coked,  which 
is  not  only  attended  with  labor  and  expense,  but  with  the  loss 
of  much  of  the  heating  power  of  the  coal.  There  Is  no  bitumi- 
nous coal  in  Pennsylvania  that  can  be  used  in  a  raw  state  for 
smelting  iron,  except  the  splint  or  block-coal,  as  it  ia  commonly 
called,  of  this  region  close  to  the  Ohio  line  in  Mercer  County, 
on  the  Pittsburg  &  Erie  Railroad,  and  the  Beaver  &  Erie 
Canal.  The  qualities  required  for  this  purpose  are,  sufficient 
hardness  in  the  mechanical  structure  of  the  coal  to  bear  the 
pressure  of  a  charge  and  the  high  temperature  required  in  the 
blast  furnace,  the  absence  of  all  the  melting  or  caking  property, 
which  would  stop  the  draught  in  the  stack,  freedom  from  sul- 
phur, in  order  to  produce  iron  of  a  good  quality,  and  sufficient 
heating  power.  At  this  farthest  northwestern  outcrop  of  the 
great  Alleghany  coal-basin,  the  requisite  conditions  were  present 
for  producing  just  the  quality  or  species  of  coal  best  adapted  to 
this  purpose.  The  seams  of  this  lower  coal  are  very  irregular, 
being  found  in  small  basins  appearing  to  have  been  deposited 
upon  an  uneven  floor.  The  beds  vary  from  two  to  five  feet, 
and  the  baeins  from  a  few  acres  to  500  acres.  The  same  coal  on 
the  Ohio  side  is  subject  to  the  same  distortions,  forming  basin- 
shaped  cavities  that  sometimes  sink  20  feet  in  a  less  niunber  of 
rods.  In  the  larger  basins  the  centra!  part  has  a  good  thickness 
of  coal,  four  to  five  feet,  thinning  out  toward  the  edges.  There 
were  nearly  500,000  tons  of  block-eoal  produced  in  Mercer 
County  in  1871,  and  twenty-three  blast-furnaces  in  the  district 
above  mentioned  were  running  on  this  coal  in  that  year,  witb 
others  in  the  course  of  construction.  There  are  about  the  same 
number  of  furnaces  on  the  Ohio  side  of  the  line. 

The  principal  locality  where  this  peculiar  coal  is  produced 
is  along  the  line  of  a  smaU  branch  of  the  Erie  &  Pittsburg 

•  So  reported  by  Rogers  ;  but  this  hlock-ooa!  aeiim  A,  in  the  adjoining  district 
in  Oliio,  IB  cartainly  above  the  conglomerate,  bj  Dr.  Newberrj's  reports. 
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Eailroad  at  Sharpsburg,  75  miles  south  of  Erie.  The  mines  are 
in  Hielcory  Township,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Sharon,  "Wheat- 
land, and  Middlesex,  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Mercer  County, 
and  the  area  is  quite  limited.  Some  further  notices  of  the  splint 
or  block  coal  will  be  found  in  the  chapter  on  Ohio,  and  in  that 
on  Indiana.  The  Brier-Hill  and  Toungstown  (Ohio)  district  is 
an  extension  of  that  of  Mereer  County,  Pennsylvania,  the 
several  places  mentioned  being  but  a  few  miles  distant  from 
each  other.  However  it  may  be  accounted  for,  this  block-coal 
appears  always  to  occur  in  islands,  or  along  the  borders  of, 
and  as  yet  it  has  not  been  found  extending  under,  the  larger 
coal-fields. 

2.  THE  UPPER  OOAL-MBASURZIS. 

The  bituminous  coal-measures  of  this  State  constitute,  ac- 
cording to  Prof.  Kogers's  reports,  but  one  group  of  sand- 
stones, limestones,  shales,  and  coal-seams,  not  susceptible  of  any 
natural  subdivision.  But,  as  it  is  a  very  extensive  and  compli- 
cated system  of  rocks,  he,  for  convenience,  divided  it  into  the 
upper  and  lower  series,  each  surmounted  by  a  series  of  shalea 
and  sandstones  comparatively  barren  of  coal.  But  these  divis- 
ions are  only  convenient  aids  to  the  memory,  or  for  descriptive 
purposes,  for,  as  he  remarks,  "  the  mineral  deposits  of  the  earth, 
unlike  its  vegetable  and  animal  inhabitants,  follow  no  very  con- 
stant types,  undergoing,  though  sometimes  very  gradually,  in- 
cessant changes  both  of  composition  and  external  features." 
The  Ohio  geologists,  on  their  first  survey  in  1838,  in  exam- 
ining the  strata  near  onr  State  line,  were  unable  to  arrange 
them  according  to  Prof.  Rogers's  general  classification,  as  they 
found  coal-beds  in  the  barren  sandstone  series.  Tet  that  se- 
ries is  comparatively  barren  of  good  coal,  and  the  name  serves 
to  designate  it  just  as  a  portrait  reminds  us  of  the  original, 
although  the  prominent  features  are  somewhat  exaggerated. 

The  upper  coal-measures  do  not  extend  beyond  the  limits 
of  Alleghany,  Washington,  and  Greene  Counties,  the  southern 
townsliips  of  Beaver  and  Armstrong,  the  southwestern  ones  of 
Indiana,  and  all  those  sections  of  Westmoreland  and  Fayette 
lying  northwest  of  a  line  near  the  base  of  the  Chestnut  Bidge 
and  some  detached  patches  in  Somerset  County.     All  other 
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parts  of  the  general  bituminoiis  coal-field  are  occupied  by  the 
lower  coal-measures.  This  is  therefore  a  proper  place  to  in- 
troduce the  numerous  details  of  the  strata  composing  the  whole 
coal  aeries : 
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The  PiUslv/rg  Seam  in  Pennsylvania. — The  following  aro 
the  limita  or  boundaries  of  the  Pittsburg  coal,  or  the  upper 
productive  group  which,  in  the  ascending  order,  commences 
with  the  Pittsburg  seam.  It  crosses  the  southern  line  of  Penn- 
sylvania near  the  southwest  comer  of  Fayette  County,  a  little 
east  of  where  the  Monongahela  Kiver  crosses  it,  and  pursues  a 
Tery  nearly  straight  northeast  course  close  along  the  base  of 
Chestnut  Eidge  to  Blairsville.  But  this  is  only  a  long,  narrow 
fork  of  this  coal-basin,  three  or  four  miles  wide,  cut  off  by  the 
Westmoreland  and  Fayette  anticlinal  axis,  wiA  Uniontown, 
ConnellsTille,Youngstown,  and  Blairsville,  in  its  centre.  Greens- 
burg  stands  on  an  island  of  the  Pittsburg  coal-seam  of  a  few 
square  miles,  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Saltzburg  and  Erown- 
ville  axis,  and  there  is  another  similar  detached  field  on  each  side 
of  the  Conemaugh  at  Saltzburg.  These  gave  rise  to  a  coal-trade, 
in  1871,  of  142,681  tons  on  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Railroad. 
Returning  to  the  main  body  of  the  Pittsburg  coal-field,  to  a 
point  six  miles  southwest  of  Uniontown,  the  outcrop  pursuing 
a  north-northwest  course,  crosses  the  Monongahela  River  at 
Perry opolis,  thence  to  Adamsburg,  and,  including  the  northwest 
comer  of  Westmoreland  County  and  the  southern  two-thirds  of 
Alleghany  County,  the  northern  line  runs  westward  across  the 
Alleghany  River  below  Tarentum,  and  the  Ohio  River  near 
Little  Sewickly  Creek  in  Alleghany  County,  and,  bending  a 
little  southward,  touching  the  southern  part  of  Beaver  County, 
it  runs  over  the  State  line  and  reerosses  the  Ohio  River  a  little 
north  of  Steubenville,  Ohio.  Its  boundaries  in  Ohio  and  West- 
em  Virginia  are  given  in  the  accounts  of  the  coal-regions  of 
those  States. 

"The  Pittsburg  coal  or  main  upper  seam  of  the  lower  limit 
of  the  upper  coal-measures  evidently  underlies  every  part  of  the 
large  area  thus  defined,  and  this  area,  in  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
and  West  Virginia  together,  appears  to  amount  to  about  14,000 
square  miles,  of  itself  a  very  noble  coal-field.  Of  course,  each 
of  the  overlying  coal-beds  of  this  upper  group  possesses  succes- 
sively a  less  and  less  extent.  It  manifests,  in  its  broad  extent, 
and  in  the  singular  persistency  of  its  characters  and  subdivis- 
ions, the  wonderful  uniformity  of  all  the  physical  conditions  un- 
der which  its  materials  were  accumulated.     This  prodigious  flooi 
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of  coal  does  not  hold  everywhere  the  thiijkneBs  it  possesses  in 
Southwestern  Pennsylvania,  but  undergoes  a  very  gradual  pro- 
gressive reduction  of  size  as  it  advances  south  and  southwest; 
it  declines  indeed  to  a  thickness  of  little  more  than  three  feet 
near  the  south  end  of  the  coal-basin  which  it  occupies." 

The  size,  constitution,  quality,  and  accompaniments  of  the 
Pittsburg  bed,  so  called  on  account  of  its  being  so  extensively 
mined  in  the  vicinity  of  that  city,  are  thus  described  by  J,  P. 
Lesley :  "  Its  size  throughout  the  major  part  of  its  extent  is 
eight  feet,  gradually  increasing  eastward  in  Ligonier  Valley,  in 
Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania,  to  nine ;  in  Elk  Lick  Township, 
Somerset  County,  to  11;  and  in  the  Cumberland  (Maryland) 
region,  to  14  feet.  Its  constitution  is  everywhere  that  of 
a  double  bed,  two  or  three  feet  of  bony  coal  above,  and  five 
to  ten  feet  of  rich,  solid,  pure  bitiuuinoua  coal  below,  yielding 
'id  to  45  cubic  feet  of  gas  to  ten  pounds  of  coal,  where  it  is 
best  known,  and  very  free  from  sulphur,  although,  strangely 
enough,  both  its  roof  and  floor  are  full  of  pyrites.  As  to  its 
accompaniments,  jibove  it  are  massive  limestones,  and  the  work- 
able coal-beds  of  the  upper  series  of  which  it  forms  the  base ; 
and  below  it  are  the  Barren  Measures,  which  separate  it  from 
the  lower  series  of  coal-beds  resting  upon  the  conglomerate, 
which  is  600  to  700  feet  below  the  Pittsburg  seam." 

The  Pittsburg  seam  is  thus  described  by  H.  D.  Eogers,  in 
liis  report  for  1839.  It  is  probably  the  most  important  and  ex- 
tensively accessible  seam  of  coal  in  our  western  coal-measures. 
It  spreads  uninterruptedly  over  the  whole  valley  of  the  Monon- 
gahela,  from  the  base  of  the  Chestnut  Eidge  to  the  western 
boundary  of  the  State,  and  west  of  the  Ohio  Eiver,  The 
critical  investigation  of  this  bed,  and  its  accompanying  strata, 
is  highly  interesting,  and  leads  to  some  curious  and  striking 
geological  inferences.  The  uniform  disposition  of  vegetable 
matter  orer  so  extensive  a  tract  of  ocean  is,  in  itself,  a  geo- 
logical fact  richly  worthy  of  consideration  by  any  intelligent 
mind,  while  the  regularity  with  which  it  maintains  its  character- 
istic features  is  not  less  remarkable,  or  less  likely  to  inspire  us 
with  curiosity  to  know  more  of  the  mighty  operations  of  Nature, 
during  the  earlier  conditions  of  the  earth's  ever-changing 
surface. 
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It  conBiBts  of  three  parts :  first,  the  main  breast  of  coal ; 
above  this  a  layer  of  clay  ;  and  over  this  a  bed  of  coal,  forming 
the  roof.  The  former  of  these  rests  npon  tlie  limestone,  from 
which  it  is  separated,  generally,  by  a  few  inches  of  blue  clay  or 
decomposed  shale.  The  seam  is  from  five  and  a  half  to  eight 
feet  in  thickness,  affording  coal  of  the  purest  and  best  kind.  In 
the  neighborhood  of  Pittsburg,  the  lower  part  of  this  mass,  for 
about  one  foot  in  depth,  abounds  in  thin  seams  of  pyritoua  shale, 
and  is  hence  rejected  by  the  miners.  Above  this  part  of  the 
seam,  there  is  the  stratum  of  blue  or  black  clay-shale,  dividing 
it  from  the  coal-roof.  It  is  hard  and  compact  when  first  dug 
out,  but  on  exposure  to  the  atmosphere  crumbles  down  into  a 
soft  clay.  It  is  generally  free  from  gritty  particles  ;  and,  with 
a  similar  layer  in  the  coal  next  the  roof,  it  has  been  advanta- 
geously used  in  the  manufacture  of  fire-bricks.  Above  it  is  the 
roof-coal,  consisting  of  a  bed  of  coal  with  shale  intermixed  in 
numerous  thin  layers.  Toward  the  bottom  this  is  a  band  of 
true  coal,  from  one  to  two  feet  thick ;  the  higher  layers  are 
generally  thin.  The  coal  in  this  part  of  the  seam  is,  ui  itself, 
of  good  quality,  but  the  expense  of  separating  it  from  the  ac- 
companying slate  is  generally  too  great  to  justify  the  attempt. 
Hence  the  miners,  along  the  Monongahola,  content  themselves 
with  extracting  the  lower  division,  leaving  the  remainder  to 
form  the  roof  of  their  drifts.  In  Alleghany  County  the  main 
breast  varies  from  five  to  six  feet  in  thickness;  but,  as  we 
ascend  the  Monongahela  and  approach  near  the  Chestnut  Eidge, 
it  enlarges  much,  yielding  in  some  places  from  eight  to  nine 
and  a  half  feet  of  pure  and  compact  coal.  The  quantity  of 
pyrites,  in  the  clay  and  shale  accompanying  the  coal,  is  very 
considerable ;  those  layers  readily  crumble,  and  when  exposed 
to  the  atmosphere  are  generally  covered  with  copperas,  pro- 
duced by  the  ehemieal  action  upon  the  sulphuret  of  iron. 

Seventy-five  feet  above  the  Pittsburg  seam  occurs  the  great 
limestone,  the  most  extensive  and  valuable  calcareous  de- 
posit in  the  valley  of  the  Monongahela,  or  anywhere  else  in 
the  western  counties  of  the  State  ;  for  tlie  limestone  beneath 
the  Pittsburg  coal  is  comparatively  thin  and  of  little  impor- 
tance as  a  source  of  lime  for  masonry  or  agriculture.  About 
seventy-five  feet  above  this  limestone  deposit  is  found 
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The  Waynesburg  Coa^Seam, 

whicli,  for  importance,  ranks  next  to  the  Pittsburg  bed  every- 
where throughout  the  Boutbem  part  of  the  vallej  of  the  Mo- 
nongahela.  Although  affording,  generally,  coal  of  very  excel- 
lent quality,  it  is  not  worked  except  iu  Greene  County,  and  the 
adjacent  parts  of  Washington  County.  Over  the  northern 
portion  of  the  district  it  has  been  removed  from  the  surface  by 
denudation.  It  is  about  six  feet  thick,  and  is  divided  near  its 
centre  by  a  band  of  soft  shale,  which  varies  much  in  thickness. 
The  lower  part  of  the  seam  affords  the  best  coal,  and,  witli 
care  in  extracting  the  slate,  it  forms  an  excellent  fuel ;  the 
upper  part  is  less  pure,  and  has  a  slaty  structure,  breaking  into 
pieces  of  a  prismatic  shape.  The  adjacent  slate  is  very  full  of 
pyrites,  frequently  containing  large  nodules  of  that  mineral,  by 
the  decomposition  of  which  copperas  is  abundantly  produced, 
forming  a  coating  on  the  surface  of  the  coal,  and  the  included 
ehale. 

This  seam  of  coat  is  met  with  in  the  high  hills  in  the  neighr 
borhood  of  Brownsville  {see  plate  on  page  224),  and  also  about 
two  miles  east  of  Waynesburg,  in  Greene  County.  Here  it  ia 
seen  in  the  bed  of  South  Ten-mile  Creek,  emerging  from 
beneath  the  elevated  ridge  of  countrj'  which  extends  through 
the  centre  of  that  county,  and  forms  the  high  land  which 
separates  the  tributaries  of  the  Ohio  Eiver  from  those  creeks 
which  empty  into  the  Monongahela.  Passing  beneath  this 
table-land  it  is  again  met  with,  as  it  reappears  on  the  western 
side  of  the  county  along  the  south  fork  of  Wheeling  Creek,  a 
few  miles  from  the  State  line.  From  the  vicinity  of  Waynes- 
burg it  spreads  through  the  eastern  part  of  Greene  County, 
where  it  is  worked  extensively  in  Jefferson  and  Cumberland 
Townships,  This  bed  of  coal  will,  when  the  country  becomes 
more  thickly  settled  and  better  cleared,  be  considered  a  highly- 
valuable  deposit,  and  will  then  be  found  to  have  a  much  wider 
range  than  is  now  attributed  to  it. 

Structure  of  the  U;pfer  Coal-Measures. 
Although  the  great  flexures  which  form  the  six  basins  of 
tiie  lower  coal-measures  do  not  extend  into  the  southwestern 
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part  of  the  State  where  the  upper  coal-measurea  are  found,  yet 
this  hnportant  part  of  the  field  has  some  features  in  its  structure 
worthy  of  notice  as  they  affect  the  dip  and  range  of  the  Pitts- 
burg seam  of  coal.  As  a  rule,  this  bed  observes  a  nearly  hori- 
zontal position,  dipping  very  slightly  to  the  southwest,  with  un- 
dulations running  tlirough  it  from  northeast  to  southwest,  par- 
allel to  the  axis  of  the  Chestnut  Eidge,  and  affording  a  minia- 
ture representation  of  what  has  taken  place  on  a  large  scale 
along  the  southeastern  side  of  the  whole  coal-field  near  the 
Alleghany  Moimtain. 

Between  the  Chestnut  Eidge  and  the  Monongahela  Eiver 
there  are  two  parallel  anticlinal  axes  which  throw  these  western 
or  upper  coal-measures  into  three  closely-united  troughs.  The 
most  eastern  line  of  elevation,  which  might  be  called  the  West- 
moreland and  Fayette  axis,  crosses  the  Conemaugh  about  two 
miles  west  of  Blairsville,  and  ranges  southwestward  to  the  Vir- 
ginia line,  preserving  an  average  distance  of  about  five  mUes 
from  the  western  base  of  the  mountain.  It  may  be  seen  about 
four  miles  east  of  Greenshurg,  in  "Westmoreland  County ;  farther 
southwest  it  may  be  detected  a  few  miles  west  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant and  Connellsville,  also  three  miles  west  of  TJniontown, 
Fayette  County,  and  as  far  south  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Mount 
Morris,  in  Greene  County,  at  the  West  Virginia  line.  Through- 
out the  whole  distance  from  its  northern  end  to  a  point  about 
six  miles  southwest  of  Uniontown,  the  upper  beds  of  coal  have 
been  entirely  swept  away  from  its  summit  over  an  extensiv* 
tract  of  country.  But  from  the  point  described  to  the  State 
line  the  anticlinal  arch  b^ins  to  subside,  allowing  the  upper 
coal-measures  to  gently  sweep  over  it. 

The  ConnellaviUe  Coke-Region. 
A  few  miles  east  of  the  line  above  described  the  coal  resumes 
its  western  dip,  and  is  found  regularly  cropping  out  along  the 
base  of  Chestnut  Kidge  in  a  long,  narrow  peninsula  or  trough 
of  the  Pittsburg  seam  throughout  its  whole  length,  from  north 
of  Blairsville  to  Uniontown,  particularly  near  Youngmanstown, 
Mount  Pleasant,  and  the  important  locality  Connellsville. 
Prof.  Rogers  reports  briefly  the  strata  conunencing  with  the  hot- 
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torn  of  the  coal-measurea  ■which  repose  on  the  western  flank  of 
the  mountain,  and  taking  in  the  whole  series  as  high  as  about 
200  feet  above  the  Pittsburg  seam.  This  thickness  includes 
several  coal-seams  lying  above  the  great  Pittsburg  or  Connells- 
viUe  bed  which  occurs  in  the  highest  hills  of  the  middle  or 
deepest  part  of  the  trough  which  is  next  west  of  Chestnut 
Eidge. 

Throughout  this  first  trough  or  basin  west  of  the  Chestnut 
Eidge,  which  may  now  be  properly  dalled  the  Connellsville 
basin,  the  superb  Pittsburg  bed,  the  great  coke-seam,  occupies 
the  middle  of  the  field,  and  appears  along  two  parallel  lines  of 
outcrop  which  range  from  half  a  mile  to  two  and  a  half  miles 
asunder,  that  being  the  width  of  the  basin.  In  some  neighbor- 
hoods the  bed  as  it  dips  into  the  middle  of  the  trough  deseendfl 
to  a  considerable  depth  below  the  lowest  water-course ;  while 
in  other  places  the  bottom  of  the  basin  which  it  forms  does  not 
reach  the  water-level.  This  is  the  now-celebrated  Connellsville 
region.  As  there  seems  to  be  an  erroneous  impression  prevail- 
ing in  the  western  part  of  the  State  that  the  Connellsville  coke- 
bed  is  one  of  those  higher  in  the  series  than  the  Pittsburg 
seam,  the  following  extracts  are  given  from  a  report  by  J.  P. 
Lesley,  on  the  geology  of  the  Dunbar  Furnace  lauds  in  that 
vicinity.  This  popular  mistake  has  no  doubt  arisen  from  the 
unusual  thickness  of  the  Barren  Measures  in  this  basiu,  which 
are  about  iOO  feet  thicker  than  in  those  immediately  east  of  it, 
but  the  stratigraphieal  evidence  is  conclusive  as  to  the  identity 
of  the  Pittsburg  with  the  Connellsville  coke-seam. 

"  Chestnut  Eidge,  where  the  Youghiogheny  Eiver  breaks 
through  it  just  above  Connellsville,  is  a  barrow-shaped  moun- 
tain, with  a  flat  top,  so  far  as  the  numerous  deep  ravines  have 
left  a  top  to  it,  about  2,000  feet  above  the  sea,  and  1,200  feet 
above  the  river-bed.  Connellsville  is  about  200  feet  above 
Pittsburg.  Chestnut  Eidge  is  an  anticlinal  mountain,  com- 
mencing more  than  100  miles  to  the  north  of  Connellsville,  in 
Clearfield  County,  and  running  on  southward  into  Virginia. 
The  coal-measures  of  the  Ligonier  Valley  basin  to  the  east  of  it 
arch  over  the  mountain,  descend  its  western  slope,  and  plunge 
deep  beneath  the  country  of  the  Monongahela.  The  mountain- 
ridge  is  composed  of  three  or  four  massive  sand-rocks,  the  edges 
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of  which  form  magnificent  ranges  of  cliffs  along  the  sides  and 
slopes  of  the  river-gorge,  and  the  numerous  lesser  gorges  of 
Dunbar  Creek  and  its  tributary  streams. 

"  To  speak  intelligently  of  these  formations  and  the  coal- 
beds  which  lie  between  them,  I  will  call  them  (beginning  at  the 
top)  the  Ligonier  sandstone,  the  Mahoning  sandstone,  and  the 
Dunbar  sandstone,  which  forms  the  great  cliffs,  and  No.  XII, 
sandstone  or  conglomerate.'  The  relationship  of  these  great 
beds  of  sand-rock  to  tliose  of  the  Gonemaugh  and  Alleghany 
country  has  an  important  bearing  upon  the  question  of  the  ex- 
istence of  coal-beds  in  the  mountain.  The  Ligonier  sandstone 
is  a  great  deposit  of  sand  and  gravel  50  or  60  feet  thick,  and 
about  100  feet  below  the  Pittsburg  coal-bed ;  the  Mahoning 
sandstone  is  the  name  usually  given  to  the  great  deposit  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Barren  Measures,  and  from  500  to  700  feet  be- 
low the  Pittsburg  coal-bed,  the  Dunbar  cliffs  are  in  the  proper 
place,  for  the  Preeport  sandstone,  which  has  an  immense 
range  north  of  the  Mahoning  and  Red  Bank  Creeks,  and 
the  Tionesta  sandstone,  if  it  extend  so  far  south  as  the  Tougli- 
iogheny,  may  be  too  thin  to  notice,  or  may  be  confounded 
with  the  masses  of  sandstone  on  the  slopes  below  the  great 
cliffs,  which  represent,  no  doubt,  the  great  conglomerate  or 
No.  XII.,  the  usual  base-rocks  of  the  coal-measures. 

"  The  Five-foot  eoal-bed  (E),  under  the  Mahoning  sandstone, 
is  opened  on  both  sides  of  the  creek,  near  water-level,  at  the 
furnace,  and  on  the  slopes  of  the  hills,  at  several  points  of  the 
ascending  outcrops  of  the  bed,  to  a  height  of  over  500  feet.  It 
lies  about  100  feet  above  the  Three-foot  coal-bed,  which  lies 
about  the  same  distance  above  the  Big  Bottom  ore-bed.  The 
Pive-foot  coal  has  been  used  for  farming  purposes,  and  would 
do  very  well  to  roast  with,  and  could  be  mined  cheaply  and 
close  to  baud. 

"  But  the  main  dependence  of  the  iron-maker  in  this  region 
is  upon  the  great  Ten-foot  "vein,  or  Pittsburg  bed  (H),  five  or 
six  hundred  feet  higher  in  the  measures.  This  noble. coal-bed, 
which  extends  in  a  solid  sheet  from  Connellsville  to  Wheeling, 
and  from  Saltzburg  to  the  Ohio  River,  and  the  fragments  of 
which,  in  the  Ligonier  Valley,  in  Somerset  County,  in  the 
■  Nob.  27,  19,  12,  and  1,  of  tlie  genonil  section,  on  page  21 1. 
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Cumberland  coal-basin,  and  on  Broad  Top,  testify  to  its  former 
existence  over  a  far  greater  area  toward  the  east,  and  in 
Western  Kentucky  toward  the  west,  is  in  its  prime  along  the 
Connelleville  road.  At  Pittsburg  it  yields  but  five  or  six  feet 
of  coal,  and  that  too  sulphurous  to  make  coke.  As  it  ascends 
the  Monongahela  it  improves  in  thickness  and  quality.  Most 
of  the  coke  now  used  in  Pittsburg  comes  from  this  bed  opened 
along  the  Youghiogheny,  the  quality  of  the  coal  stea'dily  im- 
proving up  the  river,  and  nothing  can  be  better  than  Connells- 
ville  coke.  The  bed  outcrops  along  the  hills.  It  is  about  eleven 
feet  thick,  and  dips  from  about  one  foot  in  six  to  one  in  ten. 
The  miners  leave  about  ten  inches  of  coal,  to  keep  up  the  slate 
roof,  and  take  out  seven  or  eight  feet  of  solid  coal.  The  roof 
is  regular,  while  the  floor  rises  and  falls  in  places,  from  an  inch 
to  a  foot,  producing  swamps.  On  the  rolls  the  whole  thickness 
of  the  bed  is  sometimes  only  eight  feet.  A  bearing-in  slate  of 
about  one  inch  in  thickness  runs  three  or  .four  feet  above  the 
floor,  and  a  second  one,  eight  inches  higher ;  the  coal  is  mined 
between  the  two." 

CQnnellsville  coke  has  become  very  celebrated  not  only  about 
Pittsburg  but  throughout  the  "Western  States,  where  it  is  ex- 
tensively used  for  foundery-purposes  in  melting  pig-iron,  selling 
in  competition  with  Lehigh  coal.  It  is  used  in  blast-furnaces 
for  smelting  iron  from  the  ore,  and  is  sometimes  mixed  with  the 
Western  coals.  It  is  also  an  excellent  fuel  for  locomotive  use. 
Its  freedom  from  sulphur  has  given  this  coke  the  reputation  of 
being  the  best  known.  The  Pittsburg  and  Connellsville  Eail- 
road  is  a  large  transporter  of  the  coal  and  coke  of  this  region, 
while  a  portion  of  it  produced  near  the  mouth  of  the  Youghio- 
gheny  finds  its  way  to  market  by  the  Monongahela  Eiver  slack- 
water  navigation. 

Connellsville  coal  weighs  80  pounds  to  a  bushel,  and  when 
properly  coked  a  hundred  bushels  of  coal  produce  125  bushels 
of  coke,  and  the  coke  weighs  40  pounds  to  ft  bushel ;  that  is,  a 
(pven'quantity  of  the  coal  gains  one-quarter  in  bulk,  and  loses 
three-eighths  of  its  weight,  or  100  pounds  of  coal  makes  62^ 
pounds  of  coke.  At  the  Dunbar  Furnace  TO  bushels  of  coke, 
produced  from  two  gross  tons  of  coal,  smelt  a  ton  of  pig-iron, 
but  the  Pittsburg  furnaces  use  80  to  85  bushels,  the  diflerence 
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being  owing,  probably,  in  part  at  least,  to  the  kinds  of  ore  and 
limestone  used. 


Coal  above  the  Pittsburg  Seam  in  the  ConneUsviUe  Segitm. 

Prof.  Bogers  reports  the  first  coal  over  the  Pittsburg  seam 
as  very  thin  in  the  northern  part  of  the  district  south  of  the 
Conemaagh,  but,  advancing  southward  to  the  Sewickly,  it  is 
as  much  as  four  and  a  half  feet  thick,  composed  of  very 
good  coal,  and  situated  35  feet  above  the  great  seam,  only 
a  short  space  below  the  large  mass  of  limestone.  Farther  south 
it  somewhat  augments  in  size,  and  has  been  wrought  at  several 
places.  At  Evan's  Mill  it  is  five  feet  thick,  and  supplies  an  ad- 
mirable fuel.  Near  Uniontown  it  is  85  feet  above  the  great  or 
Pittsburg  seam.  Above  the  great  limestone  is  a  seam  of  coal 
from  18  inches  to  three  feet,  opened  at  TJniontown,  and  several 
other  places  to  the  soiithweat.  Higher  still  in  the  series  two 
other  beds  occur;  but  the  next  seam  of  importance  lies  above 
these  again,  being  confined  to  the  very  highest  hills  in  the 
middle  of  the  first  trough  or  Connellsville  basin.  It  is  opened 
in  several  places  in  Westmoreland  and  Fayette  Counties,  and 
varies  from  four  to  six  feet  in  thickness.  ,  From  the  usual  high 
position  of  the  seam  in  the  hills,  it  is  apt  to  be  destitute  of  a 
good  roof,  but,  whenever  it  is  sufficiently  covered,  the  quality  of 
the  coal  is  excellent.  This  is  the  highest  valuable  coal-bed  of 
the  district,  but  besides  those  enumerated  there  are  several 
lesser  seams  which  are  only  locally  important. 

Rogers  describes  this  trough  as  characterized  by  the  number 
and  importance  of  its  coal-beds  toward  the  bottom  of  the  upper 
group,  based  upon  the  Pittsburg  seam,  including  the  "Waynes- 
burg  series.  "Where  the  basin  is  deepest  this  group  measures 
500  feet  in  vertical  thickness,  and  contains  five  identified  coal- 
seams,  the  Pittsburg,  the  Redstone,  the  Sewickly,  the  Union- 
town,  and  the  "Waynesburg  beds,  with  several  not  then  classi- 
fied.' 

Ho  phenomenon  in  the  geology  of  this  region  is  more 
remarkable  than  the  great  thickness  of  the  Barren  Measures 
in  this  third  basin,  which  are  600  feet,  ■while  in  the  second 

'  The  general  section  of  West  Virpnia,  on  page  277,  and  that  of  Maryland,  OH 

page  2Ei2,  Bbov  the  position  of  these  ooal-seanu  in  the  series. 
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bagin,  in  Ligonier  Valley,  not  10  miles  east  of  this  locality,  they 
are  scarcely  200  feet,  and  in  the  Saltzburg  division  of  the  tii-st 
haein  from  the  upper  Freeport  through  the  Barren  Measures 
to  the  Pittsburg  seam  is  but  225  feet. 

South  of  the  Youghiogheny  at  Connellsville,  along  the 
central  line  of  that  basin,  stand  isolated  knobs  of  such  a  height 
as  to  appear  to  be  but  a  little  lower  than  Chestnut  Eidge. 
They  evidently  consist  of  shales  and  sandstones  high  in  the 
upper  series.  The  summit  rocks  may  be  considered  as  at  an 
elevation  of  450  or  500  feet  above  the  plane  of  the  Pittsburg 
coal-bed.  The  tops  of  these  hills  are  in  the  central  lino  of  the 
basin.  The  outcrops  of  several  unopened  coal-seams  were  noticed 
by  Prof.  Rogers. 

The  second,  or  Saltzburg  and  Brownsville,  axis  or  arch 
crosses  the  Conemaugh  about  four  miles  above  or  east  of 
Saltzburg,  and  extends  parallel  to  the  former,  preserving  A 
distance  of  about  five  miles  to  the  west,  until  it  terminates 
nearly  one  mile  and  a  half  north  of  Sewickly  Creek.  Between 
this  axis  and  the  first  or  larger  one  lies  the  shallow  basin  or 
field  of  the  upper  coal-measures  on  whiph  Greensburg  is  situated. 
West  of  this  and  near  the  east  margin  of  the  great  unbroken 
field  of  the  Pittsburg  bed  are  the  extensive  coal-works  of  the 
Westmoreland  Coal  Company  before  referred  to,  near  Irwin 
Station.  In  1871  there  were  produced  in  this  rieinity  856,065 
tons  of  gas-coal,  most  of  which  was  sent  to  market  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Eailroad,  and  326,307  tons  were  used  in  their 
locomotives.  The  Greensburg  basin  or  canoe  is  about  15  miles 
longj  and  its  greatest  breadth  a  little  less  than  two  miles. 
South  of  the  Sewickly  Creek  the  second  arch  flattens  away, 
and  its  eastern  dip  gives  place  at  that  stream  to  a  western  one 
thrown  off  from  the  first  and  more  continuous  arch  lying  east. 
This  second  axis  is  usually  indicated  by  a  low  belt  of  hills,  the 
soil  of  -which  is  much  inferior  to  that  in  the  adjoining  troughs. 
Nearly  continuous  with  this  axis,  but  situated  a  little  to  the 
west  of  what  would  be  its  regular  prolongation,  there  rises 
farther  to  the  southwest  another  low  anticlinal  arch  which 
elevates  the  rocks  in  the  vicinity  of  Brownsville. 

West  of  this  Saltzburg  and  Brownsville  axis  is  the  deeper 
and  much  broader  basin  of  the  counties  of  Washington,  Alle- 
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ghany  and  Greene,  traversed  only  by  a  few  low  undulations  not 
of  length  and  force  enough  to  divide  the  general  one  into  sub- 
ordinate troughs  like  those  in  the  district  east  of  the  Monouga- 
hela  Eiver, 

The  Monongahda  Rwer  Begion. 

"  The  Monongahela  Itiver,  which  rises  in  the  northern'  central 
part  of  the  "West  Virginia  coal-region,  flows  north  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  along  the  great  basin,  and  keeps  very  nearly  at  the 
same  geological  level,  so  that  its  coal-outerops  line  the  river- 
banks  at  the  same  height  for  many  miles.  This  river  flows  in 
the  Barren  Measures,  or  just  at  the  base  of  the  upper  coal- 
measures,  and  thus  gives  access  by  innumerable  gangways  to 
the  great  Pittsburg-bed,  and  the  three  or  four  Greene  County 
(Pennsylvania)  beds  above  it,"  which  have  just  been  described. 
'  "  The  Monongahela  Valley  has  beautiful  hill-slopes  of  soft 
shales  or  cliffs'of  limestone-rock  backed  by  a  great  rounded, 
smoothed,  and  cultivated  up-country  of  grain-iarms  and  sheep- 
walks,  formed  of  the  soft  shales  and  mud-rock  formations  which 
lie  at  the  very  top  of  the  whole  bituminous  coal-system,  far 
above  the  upper  coal-measures,  unbroken  by  ravines,  and  scarcely 
indented  by  valleys." — (Lesley.) 

It  is  seldom  that  a  seam  of  coal  is  so  well  defined  and  ao 
easily  followed  as  this  Pittsburg  seam.  In  travelling  up  the 
Monongahela  River,  as  well  as  the  Tougljiogheny,  a  person  can 
trace  it  from  hill  to  hUl,  and  can  easily  perceive,  as  he  ascends 
the  former  river,  that  the  coal-banks,  as  they  are  called,  in  this 
country,  are  becoming  nearer  the  water's  edge  at  everjs  hiU  he 
passes,  until  at  Greensboro,  Pennsylvania,  and  Morgantown,  in 
"West  Virginia,  they  are  within  a  short  distance  of  the  water's 
edge.  As  you  retire  ftom  the  river  and  follow  out  the  creeks, 
you  find  this  stratum  of  coal  on  their  shelving  banks,  and  some- 
times forming  the  beds  of  the  runs.  As  you  go  westward  toward 
the  heads  of  the  streams,  it  has  sunk  beneath  the  surface  too 
far  to  be  reached  except  by  shafts.  Thus,  in  "Washington  and 
Greene  Counties,  Pennsylvania,  there  is  but  httle  coal  to  be 
foimd  in  the  fiice  of  the  hihs,  the  country  being  covered  by  the 
upper  shales  piled  up  high  above  the  Pittsburg  seam.  Judging 
from  the  general  structure  of  the  coal-field,  we  may  expect  to 
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find  a  similar  formation  extending  in  a  southwest  direction 
along  the  east  side  of  the  Ohio  Kiver  far  into  West  Virginia, 
and  covering  a  large  part  of  the  western  side  of  that  State. 

"  The  Pittsburg  seam  may  be  observed  at  the  following  ele- 
vation above  the  Monongahela  River  in  descending  the  stream 
at  different  places,  viz.,  Morgantown,  West  Virginia,  180  feet; 
at  Greensboro,  13  miles  below,  and  two  milea  below  the  Pennsjl- 
vauia  line,  300  feet.  Below  ErownsTille  it  dips  nearly  into 
the  river,  but  rises  again  regularly  as  we  go  down  the  river,  till 
at  Williamsport  it  is  150  feet,  at  Elizabetbtown  300  feet,  and  at 
Pittsburg  300  feet.  Below  Greensboro  the  elevations  are  ap- 
proximate only,  but  above  that  place  they  are  actual  measure- 
ments. The  seams  of  coal  of  the  lower  coal-measures  have 
been  reached  in  boring  for  salt-water  at  Pittsburg,  Greensboro, 
on  the  Conemaugh,  and  at  various  other  places.  The  depth 
to  tlie  first  two  seams  at  Pittsburg  was  140  and  180  feet  below 
the  Ohio  River." — (HUdreik^ 

"  The  accompanying  view  of  the  great  Pittsburg  seam  of  coal, 
10  feet  thick,  was  takga  by  Sir  Charles  Lyeil  at  Brownsville,  in 
Fayette  County,  looking  down  the  river.  The  coal  is  here  near 
the  water's  edge,  and  the  same  seam  is  seen  at  a  distance  on  the 
right  bank  at  a,  and  may  be  followed  the  whole  way  to  Pitts- 
burg, 50  miles  distant.  As  it  rises  slightly  while  the  river  de- 
Fj^nds,  it  crops  out  at  a  continually  increasing  but  never  at  an 
inconvenient  height  above  the  Monongahela.  In  the  sketch  is 
also  shown  another  layer  of  workable  coal  (at  d  d),  being  the 
Greensburg  seam,  which  breaks  out  on  the  slope  of  the  bills  at 
a  greater  height.  Here  almost  every  proprietor  can  open  a 
coal-pit  on  his  own  land,  and,  the  stratification  being  very  regu- 
lar, he  may  calculate  with  precision  the  depth  at  which  coal 
may  be  won.  Horizontal  galleries  may  be  driven  everywhere 
at  very  slight  expense,  and  so  worked  as  to  drain  themselves, 
while  the  cars,  laden  with  coal  and  attached  to  each  other,  glide 
down  on  a  railway  so  as  to  deliver  their  burden  into  barges 
moored  to  the  river's  hank," — [LyelVs  Elements,  page  392.) 

The  Monongahela  River  for  about  95  miles,  from  the  Vir- 
ginia State  line  to  Pittsburg,  possesses  every  important  ad- 
vantage for  the  production  of  coal.  It  is,  therefore,  not  sur- 
prising that  the  annual  tonnage  of  this  district  is  larger  than 
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that  of  any  other  bituminous  coal-region  in  the  United  Statea. 
The  coal  is  of  an  excellent  quality  for  iron-making,  for  genera 
ating  steam,  for  gaa,  and  for  domestic  purposes.  It  is  found  in  mi- 
limited  quantities  in  the  liills  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  at  short 
distances  only  from  the  water,  the  coal  being  often  run  from 
the  months  of  the  mines,  by  slides  or  inclined  planes,  into  the 
boats.  The  eeam  is  of  a  good  workable  thickness — i^  feet  and 
upward  of  pure  coal — it  lies  altogether  above  the  level  of  the 
river  throughout  that  whole  distance,  with  remarkable  regular- 
ity in  its  size  and  position,  the  region  being  free  from  the  un- 
dulations which  are  more  common  in  the  lower  coal-measures 
farther  north.  The  facilities  for  mining  are  excellent,  and  the 
transportation  being  by  water  is  cheaper  and  for  longer  dis- 
tances than  that  of  any  other  eoal-region  in  the  United  States. 
The  Monongahela  Eiver  4s  made  navigable,  at  all  seasons  of 
the  year,  by  dams,  with  locks  large  enough  for  steamboats, 
and  the  largest  coal-boats,  each  carrying  800  tons,  and  barges 
carrying  440  tons.  It  may  be  called  the  perfection  of  a  coal- 
region. 

The  city  of  Pittsbnrg  being  chiefly  supplied  with  coal  by 
railroad,  a  large  portion  of  the  Monongahela  Hiver  coal  is  run 
down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  to  market,  the  distance  from 
Pittsburg  to  New  Orleans  by  river  being  2,096  miles,  through 
many  States,  with  numerous  populous  cities  and  towns  to  be 
supplied  with  coal.  There  were  1,847,609  tons  of  coal  shipped 
in  the  year  1871,  by  the  Monongahela  navigation  alone. 

The  Pittslywrg  Coal-Tmie. 
"  The  period  at  which  coal  was  first  mined  at  Pittsburg  is 
not  on  record ;  but  in  1684,  20  years  after  Colonel  John  Camp- 
bell laid  out  its  first  plan  of  lots,  privilege  was  granted  by  the 
Penns  to  mine  coal  from  the  hill  opposite  the  city,  the  privilege 
being  granted  for  £30  sterling  per  lot '  to  dig  coal  as  far  in 
as  the  perpendicular  line  falling  from  the  summit  of  the  hill.' 
From  that  day  to  the  present,  Coal  Hill,  as  it  is  familiarly 
called,  has  furnished  large  quantities  of  fuel  to  Pittsburg ;  but 
from  a  lot  extending  into  the  hill  to  where  a  line  would  fall 
perpendicular,  from  its  summit,  the  privilege  has  spread  70 
miles   up   the  Monongahela  Biver ;   as  many  up  the  Youghi 
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oghenj,  and  20  or  more  outward  along  the  tracks  of  tbe 
Pennsylvania  Central  &  Alleghany  Valley  Railroads.  Over 
and  along  all  these  districts  Pittsburg  coal  companies  reach 
out  their  hands  and  bring  from  the  coal-seams  millions  of  tons 
yearly  to  the  city  for  home  consumption  and  for  export. 

"  The  slac^water  navigation  of  the  Monongahela  Eiver  has 
enabled  the  coal-veins  of  that  stream  to  be  the  most  extensively 
opened.  Those  veins  range  from  4J  feet  in  thickness  at  Pitts- 
burg, to  7  and  S  feet  at  Brownsville  and  its  neighborhood, 
where  Lyell  records  he  found  them  10  feet.  The  slackwater 
of  the  Monongahela  is  divided  into  several  pools,  in  five  of 
which  there  are  colUeries. 

"  In  the  transportation  of  coal,  there  are  used  three  classes  of 
boats,  known  as  barges,  flats,  and  boats.  Those  known  as 
boats  are  the  old-fashioned  "  broad-h©rns,"  being  large  fiat-bot- 
tomed boats  of  an  oblong  shape,  from  125  to  150  feet  long, 
about  16  feet  wide  and  8  feet  deep,  with  flat  sides,  bows  and 
Btems.  They  have  a  capacity  to  hold  20,000  bushels  each,  and, 
lashed  in  pairs,  are  floated  by  the  current  of  the  Ohio  Eiver  to 
the  lower  markets  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Valleys.  Barges 
are  used  in  the  towing  of  coal  to  the  lower  markets,  and  are 
built  with  modelled  hulls.  They  contain,  loaded,  about  11,000 
bushels.  Flats  are  used  for  coal  brought  to  the  city  for  home 
consumption.  They  hold  2,000  bushels  each."  The  amount  of 
coal  taken  from  the  Monongahela  collieries  during  the  25  years 
in  which  they  have  been  opened,  together  with  the  amount 
consumed  at  Pittsburg,  and  that  exported,  is  shown  in  the 
tables  of  statistics  in  the  latter  part  of  this  volume.  The  pro- 
gressive increase  in  the  trade  as  well  as  its  vicissitudes,  caused 
by  the  war  and  by  low  water  in  the  Ohio  Eiver,  can  be  seen  by 
the  table  of  the  annual  production.  The  tables  of  monthly  ship- 
ments show  that  the  business  is  even  larger  in  the  winter  tlian 
in  the  summer,  the  smallest  tonnage  being  in  July,  August, 
and  September. 

"  The  collieries  of  the  Pennsylvania  Central  Eailroad  form 
another  important  division  of  the  coal-trade  of  Pittsburg,  There 
are  several  collieries  on  this  road  which  might  he  properly 
classed  as  belonging  to  that  branch  of  Pittsburg  industry,  but 
part  of  their  coal  is  taken  East.     There  are,  however,  a  number 
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of  firms  the  product  of  whose  mines  is  principally  brought  to 
Pittsburg  for  market. 

" Another  division  of  the  coal-trade  of  Pittsburg  maybe 
classed  as  the  city  collieries,  being  those  mining  coal  in  the 
hills  immediately  adjoining  the  city.  Some  of  these  are  the 
special  collieries  of  rolling-mills  whose  works  are  contiguons, 
and  the  coal  is  mn  immediately  into  the  yards  of  the  mills 
from  the  Tames."— (Thurston.) 

As  a  peaceful,  prosperous  country,  undisturbed  by  revolu- 
tions, war,  and  battles,  affords  but  little  material  for  the  his- 
torian, so  this  great  Pittsburg  coal-region  is  so  uniform  in  its 
strata,  so  simple  in  its  structure,  so  free  from  synclinals  and 
anticlinals,  and  yet  its  treasures  of  fuel  are  so  well  exposed  by 
the  valleys  which  cut  down  through  it,  and  its  channels  to 
market  provided  by  Nature  are  so  obvious,  that  but  little  is 
required  by  way  of  description,  and  nothing  is  left  for  conjec- 
ture. Its  prominent  points  are :  its  great  regularity  and  uni- 
formity over  an  extensive  district,  the  excellent  quality  of  its 
coal,  its  cheapness  of  production,  and  its  unparalleled  advantages 
for  long  transportation.  The  smoky,  noisy,  busy,  iron-making 
city  of  Pittsburg  owes  its  existence  to  this  coal-seam,  and  is  a 
characteristic  example  of  what  can  be  effected  in  a  region  favored 
by  Nature  with  a  great  supply  of  a  good  quality  of  coal.  But  its 
influence  is  not  confined  to  so  limited  a  locality,  as  this  is  the 
great  gas-coal  of  the  country.  Every  dwelling  in  nearly  every 
city  or  town  of  any  size  in  the  United  States  derives  its  light 
from  Pittsburg  coal,  while  those  in  the  rural  districts  are  in- 
debted for  their  light  to  the  oil-wells  of  the  Alleghany  River 
and  its  famous  tributary,  Oil  Oreek,  so  that  the  two  great  val- 
leys of  Western  Pennsylvania  furnish  light  to  the  United  States. 


The  Lower  Coal-Measures  in  the  Monongahela  Yalley. 

Although  the  large  Pittsburg  bed  will  supply  all  this  sec- 
tion of  country,  and  a  vast  region  besides,  for  many  centuries 
to  come,  yet  we  feel  a  curiosity  to  know  something  of  the  lower 
coal-measures  which  ranst  underlie  this  southwestern  part  of 
the  State.  These  can  be  examined,  as  they  lean  against  the 
western  slope  of  the  Chestnut  Eidge,  at  the  base  of  which  the 
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strata,  next  below  the  large  coal-Beam,  have  been  Bwept  away 
along  a  range  of  depressions,  disuniting  the  outcrop  of  this 
main  seam  from  the  flant  of  the  mountain.  The  lower  coal- 
measures  consist  of  sandstone,  limestone,  slates,  and  thin  beds 
of  coal.  In  this  portion  of  the  formation  there  are  four  beds  of 
coal,  and,  in  two  or  three  localities,  two  other  very  thin  ones 
which  are  not  apparently  persistent.  Only  two  of  the  four 
beds  are  sufficiently  thick  to  be  wrought,  the  rest  measuring 
from  6  to  20  inches,  and  sometimes  two  feet.  The  two  avail- 
able beds  vary  in  thickness  from  18  inches  to  5  feet,  the  upper- 
most being  commonly  the  thickest.  They  are  situated  low  in 
the  series,  the  inferior  one  holding  a  position  from  20  to  70  feet 
above  the  great  conglomerate,  and  the  other  large  bed  lying 
from  50  to  150  feet  above  the  first.  They  are  seen  in  the 
transverse  ravines,  which  cut  the  flank  and  base  of  the  Chest- 
nut Eidge,  and  are  associated  with  the  first  thick  sandstones 
overlying  the  conglomerate.  They  are,  also,  brought  above 
the  surface  west  of  the  mountain  in  the  anticlinal  arches 
already  described,  where  they  are  exposed  in  the  little  valleys 
that  intersect  these  axes.  They  are  thus  seen  on  the  Cone- 
maugh,  above  Saltzburg,  and  on  the  Loyalhanua,  On  the 
Sewickly,  likewise,  both  these  beds  are  exposed,  the  upper- 
most being  mined  for  fuel  at  the  salt-works  of  that  stream. 
These  coal-beds  are  again  intersected  by  the  valleys  of  Jacob's 
Creek,  of  the  Toughiogheny,  and  of  the  Eedstone  Creek  in 
Fayette  County. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice  that,  all  through  Southern  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland,  and  Northern  Virginia,  where  the  coal-seams 
of  the  upper  coal-measures  are  well  developed,  those  of  the 
lower  coal-measures  are  thin.  Also,  that,  as  the  Pittsburg  seam 
lessens  in  size  in  going  farther  south,  the  seams  of  the  lower 
coal-measures  become  enlarged  as  in  the  Kanawha  region,  near 
Charleston,  West  Virginia.  Both  in  the  anthracite  and  bitu- 
minous regions  a  very  large  coal-bed  appears  to  impoverish  the 
XJthers.  The  gradual  and  constant  enlargement  of  some  of  the 
coal-seams,  when  traced  in  certain  courses,  is  very  ohservable, 
and  indicates  how  uniform  were  the  influences  which  operated 
over  a  very  extensive  region  of  country. 
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The  Bitummows  CoalrFieTd,  as  seen  altrng  the  Une  of  the  Penile 
sylvania  Sailroad. 

The  great  line  of  travel  tlirougli  the  Pennsylvftnia  bitumi- 
noQB  coal-regions  is  by  the  railroad  from  Philadelphia  to  Pitts- 
burg. The  following  is  an  account  of  what  is  seen  on  this 
route : 

"  One  of  the  most  interesting  places  along  the  route  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  is  Johnstown,  where  are  situated  the 
great  Cambria  Iron  Company's  Worlcs,  which  occupy  the  river- 
bottom,  and  are  overhung  by  cliffs  of  the  lower  coal-measures, 
here  lying  nearly  horizontal,  and  mined  for  coal,  iron,  and 
limestone,  through  to  the  ravines  behind. 

"  In  the  country  to  the  south  of  Johnstown  lie  the  beauti- 
ful glades  of  Somerset.  It  is  a  wide  and  double  coal-basin, 
bounded  by  the  Alleghany  Mountain  on  the  east,  and  the 
Laurel  Ridge  on  the  west.  Throngh  this  Laurel  Ridge,  as  it  is 
called,  although  it  is  1,200  feet  high,  the  Conemaugh  brealis  its 
way  directly  in  front  of  Johnstown,  cutting  a  gorge,  the  walk 
of  which  are  coped  with  vertical  cliffs  of  conglomerate, 
admitting  the  traveller  into  the  similar  but  narrower  Ligonier 
Valley.  Through  this  coal-basin,  river,  canal,  and  railway 
hasten,  until  they  enter  a  second  gateway,  cut  through  the 
Chestnut  Ridge,  a  mountain,  parallel  with  Laurel  Hill  and 
quite  as  high,  and  their  summits  about  ten  miles  apart.  The 
beds  of  the  lower  coal-measures  only  fill  these  basins.  The  Pitts- 
burg" or  Westmoreland  coal-bed,  and  those  above  it,  have  been 
swept  away  from  all  tiiis  Cambria,  Somerset,  and  Fayette  coun- 
try. Only  one  small  patch  of  it  is  left  on  the  top  of  a  narrow, 
little  hill  south  of  Bolivar.  The  Chestnut  Eidge,  which  bounds 
the  second  coal-basin  on  the  west,  is  the  last  of  the  mountains. 
Beyond  this  lies  the  open  country  of  Western  Pennsylvania. 
The  country  along  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  west  of  Chestnut 
Ridge,  is  almost  wholly  covered  with  the  Pittsburg  coal-bed  and 
the  measures  over  it.  The  trarveller  will  see  about  Latrobe  large 
openings  made  in  this  wonderful  deposit,  and  it  is  laid  open  for 
rods  at  a  time  in  the  cuts  west  of  Gh-eensburg.  Descending  Tur- 
tle Creek,  turnouts,  coal,-bins,  coal-trains,  and  open  gangways 
connected  with  mining,  multiply.  At  Irwin  Station  we  are 
ia  the  centre  of  the  most  important  gas-coal  mining-region  in 
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America.  The  bed  spreads  northward  above  water-level 
nearly  to,  and  in  some  places  quite  to  and  beyond,  the  Kiski- 
minetas.  It  spreads  southward  through  the  entire  "Westmore- 
land County,  rising  and  felling  now  above  and  now  below  the 
■water-level  of  the  rivers,  now  6,  then  8  and  10,  and  finally  11 
and  12  feet  thick,  when  it  reaches  Connellsville.  Westward  it 
slowly  sinks  beneath  the  Greene  and  Washington  County  (Penn- 
sylvania) country,  only  to  reappear  on  the  Ohio  Eiver  and  its 
branphes  in  Southern  Ohio.  This  amazing  layer  of  fossilized  dead 
moss  and  oil  is  so  immense  that  the  whole  present  British  coal- 
trade  of  110,431,192  tons  in  1871  could  be  supplied  from  it  alone, 
and  in  Southwestern  Pennsylvania  alone,  for  more  than  a  thou- 
sand years.  Through  this  wide  treasury  of  wealth  and  power,  the 
Pennsylvania  Hailway  passes  all  the  way  from  where  it  leaves  the 
Conemaugh,  four  miles  from  Elairsville,  until  it  enters  Pittsburg. 

"  At  Pittsburg  the  upper  coal-beds,  or  Pittsburg  seam,  are  in 
the  hills  300  feet  and  more  above  the  water-level.  Numerous 
incline  planes  connect  the  mines  above  with  the  railroad  and 
steamboat  landing  below.  The  great  field  of  the  coal  stretches 
south  of  the  Ohio  Eiver,  through  Washington  and  Greene  Coun- 
ties, and  through  the  Virginia  Panhandle,  Some  few  of  the 
highest  hill-tops  north  of  the  river  catch  the  big  bed  and  offer 
facilities  for  local  small  coal-trades. 

"  From  the  great  bed  down  to  water-level  at  Pittsburg,  the 
hill-sides  are  formed  of  the  Barren  Measures,  with  a  few  thin 
worthless  seams  of  coal,  and  a  great  thickness  of  red  shales 
which  color  all  the  roads  and  fields  and  railroad  cuttings  back 
of  Grant's  HiU.  Under  water-level  at  Pittsburg  the  rocks  are 
barren  of  coal  for  a  depth  of  about  200  feet.  At  200  or  300 
feet,  shafts  sunk  in  the  river  bottoms  begin  to  strike  the  top 
beds  of  the  lower  coal-system,  which  rise  in  going  up  the  Alle- 
ghany Eiver  until  they  get  above  water-level  at  Freeport.  Still 
lower  beds  come  out  at  Kittanning,  and  finally  the  bottom  rocks 
of  the  coal-measures  reach  the  surface  at  Brady's  Bend." — (From 
the  limited  States  RaUroad  and  Mminff  Register,  Philadelphia.) 

As  a  gen  eral  review  of  the  most  important  regions  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  an  economical  aspect,  or  those  producing  the 
largest  quantities  of  coal,  the  following  division  may  be  made  of 
the  whole  field,  producing  in  all  24,000,000  tons. 
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1.  The  anthracite  region,  which  produced,  la  1871,  15,000,- 
000  tone. 

3.  The  ,  Bemi-bituminoTis  regions  of  Blossburg,  Barclay, 
Melntyre,  Snowshoe,  Phillipsburg,  Johnstown,  and  Broad  Top, 
which  in  1871  produced  about  3,000,000  tons. 

3.  The  bituminous  region  on  the  line  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
terie  Kailroad,  or  "West  Branch,  producing  100,000  tons. 

4.  The  block-coal  region  of  Mercer  County  and  vicinity, 
about  500,000  tons. 

5.  The  Alleghany  Valley  region,  about  400,000  tons. 

6.  The  Westmoreland  gas-coal  region  on  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad,  including  only  the  coal  carried  eastward,  1,000,000  tons. 

7.  The  Pittsburg  coal-trade,  including  that  consumed  at 
Pittsburg,  the  whole  being  about  4,000,000  tons,  derived  from  : 
(1)  the  Monongahela  Navigation ;  (2)  the  Connellsville  coal  and 
coke  region  ;  (3)  from  the  river  below  Pittsburg ;  (4)  the  Pitts- 
burg, Cincinnati  &  St.  Louis,  or  Panhandle  Eailroad  ;  (5)  the 
Pennsylvania,  and  other  railroads ;  (6)  the  Little  Saw-mill 
Railroad ;  and  (7)  the  collieries  above  Pittsbm-g,  used  without 
passing  over  any  of  the  great  lines  of  transportation. 

The  full  statistics  of  each  region  will  be  given  in  the  Appen- 
dix, and  a  law  of  Pennsylvania  dated  May  9, 1871,  now  provides 
for  the  publication  by  the  State,  annually,  of  a  full  account  of  the 
mineral  statistics  of  Pennsylvania,  especially  those  of  coal. 


It  would  be  tedious  and  unprofitable  to  the  general  reader 
to  give  a  multitude  of  further  details,  which  might  be  collected, 
as  what  have  been  given  have  been,  from  the  ponderous  volumes 
of  Rogers's  final  report,  as  well  as  from  his  six  annual  reports, 
and  from  other  sources  of  a  later  date,  of  the  vast  body  of  coal 
which  fills  this  western  part  of  Pennsylvania.  Whole  counties 
are  covered  with  coal-seams-  of  greater  or  less  thickness,  in 
quantities  to  which  the  hackneyed  phrase  of  inexhaustible 
might  be  applied  without  exaggeration.  But  aa  it  is  not  here 
proposed  to  collect  for  the  use  of  future  generations  minute  par- 
ticulars of  our  mineral  resources,  but  rather  to  give  a  picture 
of  the  living  present,  it  will  be  sufficient,  after  giving  these  gen- 
eral features  of  the  whole  region,  to  refer  to  the  atatiatica  of 


Hosted  by 


Google 


232    BITDMINOUS  COALEEGIONS  OF  WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

thoBe  particular  districts  from  which  the  coal  we  ate  now  using 
is  derived,  as  given  in  the  latter  part  of  this  volume,  and  to  the 
special  accounts  already  given  of  those  localities  which  a  large 
production  seems  to  have  entitled  to  a  more  detailed  notice, 
the  ohject  throughout  being  to  treat  the  subject  with  more 
reference  to  business  than  to  science. 

An  examination  of  the  situation  on  the  map  of  the  avenues 
to  market,  and  of  the  situation  of  the  several  productive  re- 
gion^,  will  show  the  reader  at  a  glance  what  very  large  coal- 
regions  of  the  State  are  as  yet  entirely  undeveloped,  except  for 
the  very  small  quantities  required  for  domestic  use  throughout 
a  thinly-populated  country.  The  official  statistics  show  how 
really  small  is  the  coal-trade,  and  how  much  it  is  over-estimated 
in  the  statements  often  published,  which  are  generally  the 
result  of  mere  surmise. 

In  examining  the  reports  of  geologists,  and  other  descrip- 
tions of  many  of  the  districts  as  they  existed  hut  a  few  years 
ago,  and  comparing  them  with  the  present  developments,  we 
cannot  but  notice  that  new  seams  of  coal,  or  those  of  larger  size 
and  better  quality,  or  adapted  to  special  uses,  are  rapidly  being 
discovered ;  leading  to  the  fair  inference  that  in  many  of  these 
secluded  valleys,  or  buried  in  profound  stillness  in  the  moun- 
tain-basins of  our  roadless,  wilderness  country,  there  may  be 
now  reposing  other  unsuspected  mineral  treasures,  even  as  val- 
uable as  that  wonder  of  the  age,  petroleum,  which  may  at  some 
distant  day  give  rise  to  other  Serantons  and  Pittsburgs,  or  per- 
haps Titusvilles  and  Corrys.  Proper  examinations  with  a  view 
to  their  discovery  must  be  made  on  an  extended  scale,  and 
these  the  greatest  of  the  mineral-producing  States  (Pennsyl- 
vania) supinely  refuses  to  undertake. 

One  of  the  most  fortunate  circumstances  for  the  resources 
of  this  western  portion  of  our  State  is  noticed  by  Prof.  Rogers, 
arising  out  of  its  peculiar  geological  structure,  and  to  be  found 
in  the  universal  roHing  outhne  of  its  surface,  which  is  every- 
where trenched  by  ravines  and  by  more  or  less  deep  valleys, 
the  result  of  an  extensive  denudation  by  water.  This  feature 
gives  us  ready  access  to  the  strata  and  all  their  contents  which 
lie  above  the  lowest  level  of  the  country.  This  peculiar  geo- 
logical and  topographical  structure  of  our  coal-fields,  affording  a 
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ready  access  to  the  coal,  is  of  great  importance  for  the  purposes 
of  its  development. 

Americans  are  sometimes  chargeable  with  drawing  exag- 
gerated pictures  of  their  gre.it  resources.  But,  in  all  soberness, 
the  coal-flelds  of  Pennsylvania  may  with  propriety  be  called 
magnificent.  They  are  situated  within  a  reasonable  distance 
of  the  seaboard,  near  the  largest  population  and  the  largest 
cities,  and  where  the  cheapest  transportation  by  land  and  water 
can  be  obtained.  There  is  no  coal  ferther  east  or  farther  north ; 
"the  geological  revolutions  which  have  robbed  other  States  of 
mineral  fuel  have  left  her  in  possession  of  some  of  the  largest 
and  richest  coal-fields  of  which  any  country  can  boast."  Observe 
their  immense  extent,  the  wide  range  and  great  thickness  of 
many  of  the  coal-seams,  the.  great  variety  in  the  character  of  the 
mineral  itself,  showing  every  known  gradation  from  the  hardest 
to  the  softest  anthracite,  several  varieties  of  eemi-bi luminous  and 
every  possible  valuable  variety  of  bituminous  coal,  shading  off 
from  the  semi-bituminous  to  the  moderately  and  up  to  the  highly 
bituminous  or  most  gaseous,  the  eannel-coals,  and  finally,  on.  our 
northwestern  borders,  that  nothing  may  be  wanting,  we  have 
the  hard  splint  or  block  iron-smelting  and  steam  coal  of  the 
Mercer  district.  The  excellent  ijualities  of  all  these  coals  is  a 
point  which  we  cannot  realize,  until  we  see  and  use  the  coals 
of  the  "Western  States  so  heavily  impregnated  with  sulphur  and 
water.  The  dryness  and  purity  of  our  Pennsylvania  coals  are 
invaluable  qualities. 

But  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  all  of  these  mineral  riches 
would  be  nothing  in  themselves,  for  Spain  is  said  to  possess 
one  of  the  best  coaMelds  in  Europe.  Fortunately,  the  Penn- 
sylvania coal-region,  that  vast  storehouse  of  latent  power,  is 
found  in  a  country  with  a  good  government,  where  the  laws 
protecting  men  in  their  rights  and  property  are  well  and  faith- 
fully executed,  inhabited  by  a  Christian,  educated,  and  energetic 
people,  with  a  climate  the  best  calculated  for  the  development 
of  the  mental  faculties  and  physical  powers  of  man,  where  the 
predominant  religious  belief  instils  the  best  moral  principles, 
where  labor  of  all  kinds  is  honorable,  and  where,  in  the  levying 
of  import  duties,  that  proper  degree  of  protection  is  afforded 
which  is  due  to  her  industrious  and  enterprising  citizens. 
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The  only  geological  eurvey  of  this  State  was  commenced 
early  in  the  year  1836,  under  the  sole  direction  of  Henry  Dar- 
win Eogers,  and  was  prosecuted  for  six  years.  The  work  was 
then  suspended,  now  30  years  ago,  but  Prof.  Eogers  continued 
the  explorations,  and  the  preparation  of  his  final  report,  for 
three  years  longer.  His  report  was  ready  for  puhlieation  early 
in  the  year  1847,  but  was  not  then  published.  In  1851  he  was 
authorized  to  resurvey  portions  of  the  State,  which  was  done 
during  that  year ;  and,  in  fact,  he  continued  at  work  at  inter- 
vals until  the  spring  of  1855,  when  an  arrangement  was  made 
with  him  by  which  he  was  to  publish  his  final  report  at  hie 
own  expense,  for  which  an  appropriation  was  made  to  him  by 
the  State.  .The  report  was  duly  published,  in  two  large  quarto 
volumes  bound  in  three,  with  a  large  geological  map  of  the 
State,  and  a  separate  map  of  the  anthracite  coal-regions,  in  the 
Bpring  of  1858,  or  22  years  after  the  general  survey  was  begun, 
and  16  years  after  it  had  been  first  discontinued.  Six  annual 
reports  of  progress  had  been  printed  in  pamphlets  for  the  years 
1837  to  18i2  inclusive,  containing  in  all  693  pages,  8vo,  which 
have  been  consulted  in  the  preparation  of  this  work ;  but  these 
eoon  went  out  of  print  or  were  lost,  so  that  the  only  permanent 
result,  in  a  literary  way,  is  contained  in  the  three  large  vol- 
umes and  the  maps  mentioned.  Even  these  were,  for  a  long 
time,  not  kept  anywhere  on  sale ;  but  since  the  death  of  Prof. 
Eogers  they  have  been  for  sale  by  D.  Tan  !Nostrand  &  Co., 
booksellers  in  Kew  York,  at  $30  per  copy.  The  boots  are 
well  printed  and  beautifully  illustrated,  the  work  being  done 
at  Edinburgh,  in  Scotland,  where  Prof,  Kogers  spent  the  last 
years  of  his  life  as  Professor  of  Geology  in  the  university.  It 
is  a  noble  work,  worthy  of  the  men  of  genius  who  produced  it, 
and  of  the  great  State  whose  geology  it  describes,  and  is  much 
finer,  as  a  mere  book,  than  any  of  the  other  State  reports  thus 
fer  published.  Time  proves  its  great  accuracy  and  value.  It 
forms  the  basis  of  this  account  of  the  Pennsylvania  coal-regions, 
the  principal  facts  on  coal  being  here  condensed.  In  regard  to 
this  geological  report,  it  is  unfortunate  that  it  is  written  in  a 
dead  language.  Prof.  Kogers  having  adopted  a  new  nomencla- 
ture for  the  geological  formations,  of  his  own  invention,  which 
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no  other  geologist  has  ever  adopted,  but  those  who  are  obliged  to 
use  his  report.  Those  who  have  studied  the  systems  of  geology 
in  common  use  must  provide  themselves  with  a  key  by  which  to 
translate  the  Pennsylvania  survey,  such  as  that  given  on  page 
115,  If  we  ever  have  another,  it  is  hoped  the  geological  terms 
and  phrases  of  the  day  will  be  used.  The  following  list  includes 
the  names  of  all  the  assistants  of  Prof.  H.  D.  Eogera,  viz, : 
John  F.  Trazer,  James  C.  Booth,  Samuel  S.  Haldoman,  Alex- 
ander McKinley,  C.  B.  Trego,  James  D.  Whelpley,  Alfred  F. 
Darby,  H.  B.  Holl,  James  T.  Hodge,  E.  M.  Jackson,  W.  H. 
Henderson,  P.  W.  Sheafer,  Townsend  "Ward,  W.  H.  Boyd,  J. 
P.  Lesley,  John  0.  McKinney,  E,  Desor,  Eobert  E.  Rogers, 
"W".  B.  Kogers,  A.  A,  Dalsen,  Leo  Lesquereux,  H.  "W.  Poole,  Ed- 
ward Haldeman,  Horace  Hoser,  and  Martin  H.  Boye.  Among 
these,  several  names  will  be  recognized  of  those  who  have 
become  eminent  in  the  scientific  world, 

The  following  sketch  of  the  part  performed  by  some  of  the 
principal  assistants  in  this  State  Geological  Survey  is  by  one 
of  their  own  number : 

"  This  immense  work  of  nearly  2,000  pages,  magnificently 
illustrated  with  maps,  sections,  and  pictures  of  all  kinds,  to  the 
number  of  nearly  1,000,  is  the  result  of  the  toil  of  many  men, 
for  many  years.  ..  .  .  Whelpley  unfolded  the  mysterious  struct- 
ure of  the  anthracite  regions,  before  unknown ;  Henderson 
and  McKinley  traced  out  all  the  beautiful  intricacies  of  the 
Upper  Silurian  and  Devonian  country  of  Middle  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  Hodge  gave  us  the  first  grand  couj)  d'ceH  of  the 
bituminous  coal-basins  for  200  miles ;  Sheafer  worked  out 
the  details  of  the  regions  which  AVTielpley  was  the  first  to 
comprehend ;  Jackson  constructed  the  scheme  of  the  Upper 
coal-measures  of  the  West,  and  studied  the  Silurian  and  Devo- 
nian belts  of  Centre,  Huntingdon,  Blair,  and  Bedford ;  McKin- 
ney, Boy6  and  HoU  taught  us  what  we  know  of  the  lower 
coal-measures  of  the  Alleghany  and  Ohio  Eiver  regions,  all 
working  with  self-taught,  unassisted  skill,  with  a  zeal  which  in- 
spired their  science,  and  a  genius  which  overcame  all  tlie  ob- 
Btaeles  to  knowledge  at  that  early  day.  The  brilliant  overture 
■to  the  survey  was  by  Booth  and  Frazer,  the  noble  second  act 
by  Desor  and  Lesquereux,  and  the  fine  completion  of  it  in  true 
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artistic  style  by  Dalsen.  The  writer's  (J.  P.  Lesley)  name  has 
been  erased  from  the  map  of  Pennsylvania  which  he  alone  con- 
structed and  compiled,  from  the  thirteen  great  eeetions  across 
the  State,  the  very  style  of  which  he  was  obliged  to  invent, 
from  all  the  vertical  sections  of  the  coal-measures  which  he  was 
the  ifrat  to  propose  and  alone  executed,  from  the  hundreds  of 
iHustrations  of  the  geology  of  the  State  which  he  re-drew,  some 
from  his  own  original  notes,  many  from  the  fine  diagrams  of 
Whelpley  (diagrams  unique  at  that  day),  and  many  more  from 
the  less  perfect  pen-and-pencil  sketches  of  other  members  of 
the  survey,  and  ....  his  name  is  attached  once,  and  only  once, 
and  that  in  common  with  two  other  names,  to  the  map  of  the 
anthracite  region,  with  which  he  had  nothing  whatever  to  do, 
never  having  seen  it  until  it  was  published."— {Preface  to  the 
Irmb  Manufacturet'a  Guid^^ 

All  the  appropriations  made  by  the  State  for  the  survey, 
from  1836  to  1855,  appear  by  the  statute  laws  to  have  amounted 
to  $111,5T0,  of  which  $34,750  was  for  the  publication  of  the 
report,  leaving  only  $76,820  spent  in  making  the  survey  itself. 
Unfortunate  as  was  the  delay  attending  its  pubhcation,  and  the 
loss  from  the  failure  of  the  first  contractors  for  printing  the 
final  report,  yet  the  State  has  never  before  or  since  derived  so 
much  benefit  from  the  expenditure  of  the  same  sura  of  money. 
Ko  State  now  so  much  needs  another  geological  survey  as  Penn- 
sylvania. The  four  great  States  west  of  her,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  and  Iowa,  have  added  wonderfully  to  their  knowledge 
of  their  mineral  wealth  by  recent  geological  surveys,  all  now 
nearly  completed.  It  is  confidently  hoped  that  a  similar  work 
will  again  be  undertaken  at  an  early  day  by  this  the  greatest 
of  the  coal-producing  States.  The  information  contained  ia 
this  volume  should  create  a  desire  for  more. 
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The  Cumberland  (Maryland)  eoal-re^on  is  one  of  the  most 
important  of  the  bituminous  coal-regions  in  America,  on  ac- 
count of  the  good  quality  of  its  coal,  the  unusual  size  ot  the 
bed,  and  the  large  amount  of  its  production.  The  aggre^te 
tonnage  of  this  district  since  the  beginning  of  its  coal-trade  is 
21,353,685  tons,  and  that  of  the  year  1872  was  2,355,471  tons. 
The  coal  has  a  world-wide  fame  as  an  iron-making  and  steam 
coal.  Every  ocean-steamer  uses  it,  except  onlj  those  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  ■which  all  bum  anthracite,  on  account  of  the 
absence  of  smoke,  which  would  betray  the  vicinity  of  the  ves- 
sels. Every  railroad  company  south  of  Pennsylvania  and  east 
of  Albany,  New  Tork,  uses  this  coal  in  locomotives.  It  is  the 
only  blacksmith -coal  on  the  seaboard,  and  it  is  quite  extensively 
used  for  steam-purposes  generally. 

This  chapter  might  with  propriety  have  been  placed  next  in 
order  after  that  on  the  semi-bituminous  districts  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. As  before  explained,  the  Blossburg,  Ealston,  and  Towanda 
district,  in  Northern  Pennsylvania,  the  Snowshoe  and  PMUips- 
burg,  in  the  central  part  of  that  State,  and  the  Broad  Top,  to- 
gether with  this  Cumberland  basin,  are  the  most  eastern  and 
apparently  outlying  detached  fields  of  the  great  Alleghany 
bituminous  coal-formation  of  the  United  States.  They  occupy 
the  intermediate  zone  between  the  anthracite  and  true  bitumi- 
nous coal,  running  in  a  northeast  and  southwest  direction. 
{See  miniature  map  on  page  185.)  They  all  produce  coal  of  the 
same  general  character,  mth  nearly  the  same  analysis,  being 
the  close-burning  species,  or  the  kind  which  cakes  or  melts  in 
burning  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  forming  a  crust,  or  what 
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smiths  call  a  hollow  fire,  and  in  America  it  is  called  semi- 
bituminous  coal.  It  has  never  been  found  in  any  other  locality 
in  the  United  States  except  in  this  range.  The  open-burning 
tinds  of  bituminous  coal,  which  are  produced  ferther  northwest 
than  these  regions,  burn  with  a  more  "extensive  flame,  which 
passes  freely  through  the  coals.  This  species  of  coal  is  specially 
adapted  for  manufacturing  purposes  and  for  generating  steam, 
and  the  quantity  consumed  in  any  locality  where  it  is  accessi- 
ble forms  a  very  fair  measure  of  the  industrial  and  productive 
greatness  of  a  country. 

The  Cumberland,  or,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  the  Froat- 
burg,  or  George's  Greet  coal-field,  ie  situated  in  Alleghany 
County,  Maryland,  and  occupies  the  eastern  part  of  the  small 
triangular  territory  which  forms  the  western  extremity  of  that 
State.  While  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  follows  the  Po- 
tomac Eiver  from  Cumberland  westward,  the  Cumberland  & 
Pennsylvania  Eailroad,  as  it  is  called,  which  passes  through 
the  coal-region,  runs  trom  Cumberland  northward,  and  then 
southwestward,  after  passing  through  a  remarkable  gap  of 
Wills'  Mountain,  a  locality  which  is  as  interesting  to  the  geolo- 
gist as  it  is  imposing  to  the  traveller.'  The  width  of  this  gap 
is  estimated  at  about  500  feet  to  the  base  of  the  mountains, 
the  distance  through  the  mountain  being  more  than  a  mile, 
and  it  forms  an  excavation  of  upward  of  850  feet  in  depth.  It 
is  the  natural  outlet  for  the  united  waters  of  Wills'  Creek, 
and  Jennings's  and  Eraddock's  Buns,  that  empty  into  the  Po- 
tomac at  Cumberland.  The  rocky  strata  tliat  present  them- 
selves in  this  gap  are  very  interesting.  On  the  southeast  side 
of  the  mountain  the  summit  is  reached  by  a  gradual  ascent 
over  a  coarse,  grayish  sandstone,  superimposed  upon  a  red 
sandstone,  the  grade  of  the  ascent  indicating  the  inclination  of 
the  strata  at  an  angle  of  about  30".  At  the  summit  the  strata 
are  horizontal,  or  nearly  so,  overlying  a  precipice  of  about  300 
feet,  at  the  bottom  of  which  is  an  extensive  talus  of  fallen 
pieces,  reaching  to  the  bottom  of  the  gap.  On  the  northwest 
side  the  strata  of  grayish  sandstone  are  nearly  vertical,  as  if  they 
had  been  forcibly  compressed  against  the  flank  of  the  mountain. 

•  Tbe  data  for  a  portion  of  the  topography  and  geology  of  this  chapter  are  do- 
rived  fiom  the  report  of  Prof.  Duoatel,  the  Stute  Geologist  of  Maiylaud. 
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The  Frostburg  or  Cumberland  coal-baem,  the  most  interest- 
ing and  important  feature  in  the  geology  and  physical  geography 
of  this  country,  ia  reached  through  this  gap  of  Wills'  Mountain, 
first  by  the  valley  of  Braddocli's  Hun,  by  the  railroad  of  the 
Cumberland  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  16  miles  in  length,  to  their 
mines  on  Dan's  Mountain,  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  coal- 
field, east  of  Frostburg,  pursuing,  for  a  part  of  the  distance,  the 
route  of  the  old  National  Road  or  Turnpike ;  or,  secondly,  by 
ascending  "Wills'  Creek  to  where  it  receives  Jennings's  Hun, 
where  the  Cumberland  &  Pennsylvania  Railroad  follows  its 
ravine  by  switch-backs  and  heavy  grades  to  a  summit  at  Frost- 
bm-g ;  and  then,  after  passing  a  tunnel  through  a  ridge  in  that 
village  which  connects  Dan's  Mountain  and  the  Great  Savage 
Motmtain,  it  descends  through  the  valley  of  George's  Creek  to 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  at  Piedmont,  on  the  Potomac 
River.  The  length  of  this  railroad  is  34  miles.  By  both  of 
these  routes,  on  Braddock's  Run  and  Jennings's  Run,  the  pre- 
dominant rocks  observed  are  encrinital  limestones  and  red 
sandstones.  The  coal-region  can  also  be  reached  by  the  Balti- 
more &  Ohio  Railroad  route  from  Cumberland  along  the  Poto- 
mac to  Piedmont,  28  miles,  and  thence  returning  by  ascending 
George's  Creek. 

The  situation  of  the  Cumberland  coal-basin  is  between 
Dan's  Mountain  to  the  east  or  southeast,  and  Savage  Mountain 
to  the  west  or  northwest,  and  the  limits  of  the  Big  Seam  ex- 
tend within  the  State  of  Maryland  in  a  southwest  direction  20 
miles  in  length  with  an  average  breadth  of  i^  miles,  but  with- 
out covering  the  whole  of-tliis  area.  There  is  a  transverse 
ridge,  as  before  stated,  nearly  as  high  as  the  principal  moun- 
tains mentioned,  upon  which  Frostburg  stands,  connecting 
the  two  mountains  just  named,  and  on  which  the  old  National 
Road  was  built.  This  divides  the  basin  into  two  unequal  parts, 
and  determines  two  distinct  and  opposite  directions  of  drain- 
age, and  two  diiferent  routes  to  market  for  the  coal  produced 
in  these  different  parts.  The  northern  or  eastern  portion, 
which  is  much  the  smaller,  occupying  about  one-fourth  of  the 
whole  basin  in  Maryland,  is  principally  drained  by  Jennings's 
Run,  which  takes  its  rise  at  Frostburg,  and  receives  as  trib- 
utaries on  the  north  side,  from  the  Savage  Mountain,  Cranberry 
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Eun,  "Workman's  and  Mattinglj  Kuns  and  Weller'e  Branch, 
and  from  the  Dan  Mountain,  on  the  south  side,  Trotter's  Run. 
These  all  unite  within  the  hasin,  and,  flowing  through  a  gap 
between  Dan  and  Piney  Mountains,  finally  empty  into  Wills' 
creek  three  miles  north  of  Cumberland.  The  coal  mined  east 
of  the  Prostburg  summit  descends  the  railroad  to  Cumberland, 

Braddock's  Run  also  takes  its  rise  near  Frostburg,  and  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  coal-basin,  and,  receiving  Preston's  Run, 
flows  easterly  through  a  gap  in  Dan's  Mountain,  and  empties 
likewise  into  "Wills'  Creek  two  miles  north  of  Cumberland. 
The  coal  of  the  Cumberland  Coal  &  Iron  Company  descends 
their  railroad,  before  described,  by  this  route  to  Cumberland. 

The  southern  portion  of  the  basin,  forming  three-fourths  of 
the  whole,  is  drained  by  George's  Creek,  with  its  numerous  trib- 
ntaries  both  from  the  Dan  and  Savage  Mountains,  the  principal 
of  which  lateral  streams  going  westward  are  NefTs,  Elk-Liek, 
Hill's,  Jackson's  and  Moore's  Runs,  that  rise  in  Dan,  and  Wine- 
brenner's,  Wright's,  Squirrel  Neck,  Koontz,  Laurel,  Bartlett, 
and  Mill  Runs,  that  come  from  Savage.  The  whole  length  of 
George's  Creek  is  22  mUes,  and  it  empties  into  the  Potomac  at 
Piedmont,  28  miles  above  Cumberland,  or  206  miles  by  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  west  of  Baltimore.  The  coal 
mined  on  George's  Creek  descends  the  Cumberland  &  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad  to  Piedmont,  and  passes  thence  by  the  Balti- 
more &  Ohio  Railroad  to  Baltimore.  The  great  importance 
of  this  coal-region  is  a  sufficient  justification  for  these  details 
of  its  various  localities.  In  the  coal  world,  these  creeks  and 
runs  have  the  same  importance  as  the  famous  streets  of  our 
large  cities  have  in  the  commercial  world. 

The  structure  of  this  coal-basin  is  simple,  but  very  inter- 
esting as  a  geological  study.  It  reminds  us  of  the  anthracite 
basins  in  its  bounding  ridges  of  steeply-inclined  strata,  but 
there  the  resemblance  ceases.  For,  whereas  the  anthracite  ba^ 
sins  are  canoe-shaped,  narrowing  and  rising  at  the  ends  where 
the  mountains  are  closed  up  together,  scLueezing  the  eoal  up  to 
a  point ;  on  the  contrary,  at  Cumberland,  the  two  mountains  are 
parallel  throughout.  The  trough  being  thus  left  open  at  the 
ends,  therefore  when  the  work  of  denudation  began  the  waters 
divided  at  the  Frostburg  summit  as  the  continent  was  elevated. 
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and  the  great  coal-Beam  wae  -wasted  away  in  both  directione. 
The  connecting  ridge,  extending  from  Dan  to  Savage  Uountains, 
retains  a  full  section  of  the  great  coal-bed,  extending  from 
mountain  to  mountain.  This  body  of  coal  is  about  four  miles 
in  width,  or  in  a  northeast  and  southwest  direction,  and,  as  tlie 
coal  here  must  be  mined  by  shafts  requiring  hoisting  and  pump- 
ing, comparatively  little  mining  has  as  yet  been  done  ia  this 
portion  of  the  field.  An  examination  of  the  accompanying 
map  will  show  how  the  valley  of  George's  Creek  is  cut  down 
through  the  large  coal-bed,  leaving  first  two  narrow  fields,  one 
on  each  side  of  the  valley,  in  which  the  outcrops  of  the  coal-bed 
become  higlier  and  higher  on  the  hill-sides  as  you  proceed  from 
Frostburg  to  Piedmont,  lateral  streams  finally  even  s 
these  into  smaller  detached  coal-fields. 

As  to  the  internal  structure  of  this  basin,  if  we  s 
transverse  section  of  it  to  be  made,  it  would  be  found  to  ex- 
Iiibit  a  succession  of  alternating  strata,  of  various  thickness,  of 
sandstones,  slates,  coal,  iron-ore,  fire-clay,  and  limestone,  dis- 
posed in  a  moderate  curve,  and  filling  up  the  valley  between 
the  two  prominent  ridges  designated  as  Savage  and.  Dan's 
Mountains.  The  Frostburg  summit  is  1,300  feet  above  Cum- 
berland, and,  for  some  distance  on  the  southwest  side,  the  coal- 
strata,  not  having  been  interfered  with  by  denudation,  extend 
in  a  trough-like  form  far  underground  across  the  valley  from 
mountain  to  mountain,  but  at  the  extremities  of  the  basin,  as 
before  remarked,  where  the  valley  is  cut  down  to  a  great  depth, 
the  main  seam  crops  out  at  some  elevation  on  the  sides  of  the 
valleys.  The  surface  of  the  basin,  of  course,  is  irregular,  being 
intersected  by  deep  ravines  formed  by  the  streams  and  runs 
that  traverse  it.  George's  Creek,  in  a  distance  of  17  miles  and 
in  a  longitudinal  direction,  has  scooped  out  its  bed,  or  rather 
some  more  general  and  powerful  excavating  cause  has  cut 
down  through  a  mass  of  rocks  1,250  feet  deep,  carrying  away 
an  immense  amount  of  the  coal-field.  The  same  is  the  case  at 
the  Jennings' s-Eun  end  of  the  field,  while  at  Braddock's  Kun  a 
email  portion  only  has  been  removed ;  because,  flowing  laterally, 
it  soon  leaves  the  coal-basin.  Other  lacerations  of  the  coal-basin 
have  been  produced  by  the  lateral  streams. 

The  Potomac  River,  too,  enters  the  basin  at  its  southwest 
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extremity,  cutting  through  it  diagonally,  and  carrying  off  parts 
of  the  principai  upper  beds  of  coal,  but  not  affecting  the  dip  or 
inclinations  of  those  that  remain,  as  the  same  fine  14-feet  seam 
of  coal  seen  on  George's  Creek  is  found  on  the  "West  Virginia 
side,  high  up  on  the  mountain  at  the  Hampshire  &  Baltimore 
Company's  mines  above  Piedmont,  1,000  feet  above  the  Balti- 
more &  Ohio  Railroad,  showing  that  the  seam  was  once  contin- 
uous. The  only  consolation  for  these  great  losses  of  parts  of 
the  coal-field  is  found  in  the  facilities  furnished  for  exploriiig 
and  mining  operations. 

There  is  a  very  great  regularity  in  this  coal-basin,  as  faults 
or  serious  dislocations  do  not  occur.  The  soil  is  excellent, 
yielding  good  crops,  and  the  country  is  well  timbered  with  oak, 
pine,  locust,  and  other  timber,  which  are  valuable  for  mining 
purposes.  The  appearance  of  the  country  is  very  good,  and 
there  is  no  coal-region  more  inviting  to  the  tourist. 

The  CofMied. — The  seams  of  this  species  of  coal  are  always 
thinner  than  the  anthracite.  They  are' generally  found  in  posi- 
tions more  nearly  horizontal  and  in  parallel  strata.  But  the 
great  bed  in  which  the  mining  is  done  in  the  Cumberland 
coal -region  is  of  the  extraordinary  thickness  of  li  feet. 
Scarcely  anywhere  in  America  is  there  a  seam  of  bitumi- 
nous coal  of  this  size,  extending,  as  this  does,  throughout  the 
region,  and  maintaining  its  size  wherever  it  occurs.  This  Big 
Seam,  as  it  is  called,  is  not  only  very  uniform  as  to  its  thick- 
ness, but  very  regular  in  its  form,  without  faults  or  breaks, 
and,  like  the  upper  seams  in  other  regions,  less  disturbed  and 
more  easily  traced  than  lower  seams  usually  are.  At  the  mines 
of  the  Hampshire  &  Baltimore  Company  (No.  25  on  the  map) 
may  be  seen  this  splendid  bed  of  beautiful  and  pure  coal 
mined  out  to  nearly  its  full  thickness  of  14  feet,  and,  in  some 
places  in  those  mines,  even  15  and  16  feet  thick,  with  but  one 
small  layer  of  not  exceeding  an  inch  or  two  of  slate  within  two 
feet  of  the  bottom,  A  little  of  the  coal  is  left  in  overhead  as  a 
roof  in  an  arching  form,  and  such  is  the  height  that  the  drivers 
ride  into  the  mines  on  horseback,  forming  a  strong  contrast  to 
the  low  and  contracted  roads  in  mines  in  the  small  seams  of 
bituminous  coal.  ,  These  mines,  however,  are  exceptional  in 
this  respect,  this  being  an  outlying  detached  coal-field  west  of 
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the  George's  Creek  or  Frostburg  basin,  and  across  and  west  of 
the  Potomac  Eiver.  Generally  throughout  the  region  from 
seven  to  nine  feet  of  the  coal  only  is  worked,  the  top  and  bot- 
tom parts  being  left  in  on  account  of  the  slates  and  the  supposed 
impurities  tliey  contain.  Even  these  are  a  good  thickness  of  coal, 
and  make  a  mine  very  convenient  in  its  working.  At-  the  old 
Cumberland  Coal  and  Iron  Company's  mines  they  mine  out 
nine  feet  of  coal  with  two  small  seams  of  slate,  together  about 
two  and  a  half  inches  in  thickness.  The  bottom  layer  of  coal  is 
here  taken  out  and  the  top  one  left  in  to  strengthen  the  roof. 
At  the  Borden  mines,  near  Frostburg,  they  also  mine  nine  feet 
of  coal,  with  two  small  seams  of  slate  of  one  and  a  half  inch, 
each  about  the  middle,  and  about  six  inches  apart.  Here  the 
bottom  coal  is  also  mined.  At  the  Central  mines,  the  Ameri- 
can Company's,  and  others,  down  George's  Creek,  the  upper 
small  seam  of  slate  disappears,  and  they  mine  about  seven  feet 
of  pure  coal.  The  above  are  given  to  show  the  great  uni- 
formity in  the  seam  throughout  the  region,  and  that  no  locality 
has  any  special  advantage.  The  bed  of  coal  is  certainly  a 
very  fine  one,  remarkably  free  from  impurities,  and  everywhere 
affording  a  coal  of  admirable  quality,  as  free  from  sulphur  as 
any  coal  in  this  or  any  other  countrj',  without  bony  or  incom- 
bustible matter,  and  with  no  slate  that  is  troulalesome  or 
expensive  to  clean.  No  slate-piekers  are  anywhere  employed 
in  the  region,  as  none  of  it  need  get  into  the  coal,  except 
through  gi'oss  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  miner,  an  offence 
for  which,  if  committed,  he  is  heavily  fined. 

The  greatest  disadvantage  in  this  region  is  the  want  of  a 
strong,  self-sustaining  roof  over  the  coal,  which,  taken  in  con- 
nection with  the  great  thickness  of  the  seam,  and  the  crum- 
bling, soft  character  of  the  coal,  causes  a  great  loss  of  coal,  which, 
by  the  present  method  of  mining,  is  not  taken  from  the  mines. 
One  who  did  not  know  of  these  circmnstancea  would  be  sur- 
prised at  the  plan  of  the  mines.  The  headings,  or  gangways, 
and  air-ways,  are  nine  feet  wide,  and  the  rooms,  or  breasts,  only 
from  13  to  16  feet,  the  widest  in  the  region  being  18  feet. 
This  is  owing  to  the  cover  of  soft  slate  making  it  necessary  that 
three  feet  of  the  coal  be  left  overhead,  cut  in  an  arching  form 
by  way  of  roof.     The  pillars  of  coal  not  mined,  left  between 
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tlie  rooms,  are  40  to  50  feet  wide.  Some  of  tlie  companies 
venture  to  make  eross-cute  10  feet  wide  in  the  pillars,  50  feet 
apart,  eo  as  to  get  more  coal,  bat  others  think  it  is  not  safe  to 
do  so.  It  will  be  seen,  from  the  emallness  of  the  rooms  and  the 
great  size  of  the  pillars,  that  bnt  a  small  proportion  of  the  coal 
is  taken  out,  and  it  is  said  that  no  pillars  hare  been  success- 
fully removed  in  the  region  without  bringing  on  "  a  thrast," 
or  fall  of  the  roof.  It  is  thought  that  no  land  in  the  region 
produces  more  than  5,000  to  6,000  tons  of  coal  to  the  acre,  so 
that  this  very  large  seam  of  coal  is  no  great  advantage  unless 
some  method  of  getting  out  more  of  the  coal  can  be  contrived. 
A  much  thinner  seam,  with  a  strong,  sound  roof,  would  pro- 
duce more  coal  to  the  acre.  This  great  waste  in  mining  is  not 
a  pleasant  spectacle,  and  the  region  is  greatly  in  want  of  some 
first-rate  mining  engineers,  and  a  much  improved  system  of 
mining.     The  present  plan  is  shockingly  wasteful. 

The  following  is  a  portion  of  Prof.  Hodge's  report  in  regard 
to  the  thickness  of  coal  mined  in  this  region,  the  system  of 
mining,  and  the  product  of  coal  per  acre : 

"  It  is  common  to  call  this  the  '  Fourteen-foot  Bed,'  and  in 
the  lower  end  of  the  basin  it  has  been  found  of  this  thickness, 
and  to  some  extent  has  been  so  worked.  But  this  name  gives 
s  very  incorrect  impression  as  to  the  amount  of  coal  actually 
obtained  from  any  of  the  mines.  At  those  now  worked  in  the 
northern  end  of  the  basin  the  real  thickness  of  the  bed  is  about 
eight  and  a  half  feet,  and  still  farther  to  the  northeast  the  bed 
becomes  thinner  and  poorer  by  increased  intermixture  of  seams 
of  slate.  In  the  central  portion  of  the  basin,  although  its  thick- 
ness may  reach  12  feet,  there  is  hardly  a  mine  in  which  it  can 
be  said  that  more  than  10  feet  of  coal  is  worked  to  any  extent, 
while  the  most  of  them  save  only  about  seven  feet.  Various 
reasons  are  given  in  explanation  of  this.  In  some  mines  the 
slate  roof  over  the  coal-bed,  when  undermined,  is  apt  to  fall  in 
blocks,  or  '  slips,'  and  endanger  the  lives  of  the  miners.  In 
these  mines  it  is  almost  a  necessity  to  leave  the  upper  two  or 
three  feet  of  the  coal-bed  for  a  safe  roof,  and  remove  only  the 
middle  and  lower  portions.  The  roof-coal,  as  it  is  called,  is 
often  more  or  less  streaked  with  layers  of  what  is  known  as 
'bony  coal,'  a  variety  of  coal  duller  and  more  compact  than  the 
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rest,  but  otherwise  entirely  unobjectionable.  Merely  on  account 
of  tbiB  appearance,  this  portion  of  the  bed  is  entirely  lost,  even 
when  the  OTerlying  slates  would  make  as  safe  a  roof  as  the  coal 
itseif.  In  some  mines,  as  at  the  Borden  Shaft  on  George's 
Creek,  where  the  roof-coal  is  left  to  the  thickness  of  about  two 
feet,  and  from  nine  to  nine  and  a  half  feet  taken  out  below  it, 
a  portion  of  the  upper  coal  is  expected  to  be  saved,  when  the 
pillars  are  finally  removed,  and  the  whole  roof  is  allowed  to 
come  down.     This,  however,  is  a  very  uncertain  dependence. 

"  But  the  roof-coal  is  not  the  only  part  left  unworked  at 
many  of  the  mines.  Throughout  the  whole  coal-field  the  low- 
est two  or  three  feet  of  the  bed  contain  one  or  t*o  seams  of 
slate,  commonly  two,  each  half  an  inch  or  so  thick,  and  about  a 
foot  apart.  They  run  with  remarkable  uniformity  in  parallel 
sheets  through  the  coal  of  nearly  all  the  mines,  and,  unless  the 
fragments  are  carefully  sorted  out,  they  damage  seriously  the 
character  and  reputation  of  the  coal  in  the  market.  In  the 
destructive  rivalry  that  has  existed  in  the  different  companies, 
many  have  allowed  this  'bench-coal'  to  remain  unworked,  and 
have  been  willing  t()  pick  out  the  choicest  middle  part  only, 
.  and  sacrifice  all  the  rest, 

"  Thus  it  is  that,  in  some  of  the  mines,  the  bed  is  worked 
to  its  full  thickness  either  throughout  or  partially ;  in  some  the 
roof-coal  only  is  left,  and  then  it  may  be  with  the  expectation 
of  recovering  it  in  part ;  and,  in  some,  both  roof-coal  and  bench- 
Coal  are  sacrificed  to  the  extent  of  full  five-twelfths  of  the  whole 
bed.  Tiie  workings  of  difierent  mines  thus  varying,  and  of  the 
same  mine  in  different  parts,  it  is  impossible  to  determine  cor- 
rectly what  average  thickness  is  worked  by  any  company. 
The  length  of  the  props  they  contract  for  and  use  is  the  best 
guide  for  estimating  this. 

"  Besides  the  two  little  seams  of  slate  in  the  bench-coal,  the 
lower  mines  on  Jennings's  Eun  have  another  seam  in  the  breast, 
or  upper  coal,  which,  as  it  was  found  in  the  Alleghany  mine, 
runs  from  two  inches  to  a  foot  in  thickness.  Its  effects  are  so 
serious  that  the  mines  of  this  part  of  the  basin  are  not  now 
worked  at  all ;  though,  being  the  nearest  to  Cumberland,  they 
would  have  the  least  to  pay  for  transportation. 

^^  System  of  Mvn/mg. — The  older  mines  of  this  region  were 
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worked  to  a  great  extent  in  a  reckless  manner,  without  a 
proper  plan  for  the  final  extraction  of  all  the  coal.  That  which 
was  nearest  at  hand  was  taken  oat,  and  large  areas  were  run 
through  and  then  left  jn  such"  condition  that  not  only  the  coal 
in  these  could  not  be  safely  or  economically  removed,  but  the 
only  available  access  to  bodies  of  coal  not  reached  was  some- 
times quite  cut  off.  This  was  particularly  the  case  in  the  work- 
ings under  the  town  of  Frostburg,  where  it  is  impossible  to  get 
any  accurate  knowledge  of  the  value  of  what  is  left.  But  por- 
tions of  other  mines  also  are  not  much  better  off,  and  are  alto- 
gether inaccessible,  either  by  the  felling  in  of  the  roof  over  the 
abandoned  ftreas,  or  by  the  workings  having  filled  with  water. 
A  better  system  of  mining  lias  been  pretty  generally  in  prac- 
tice of  late  years ;  but  the  details  differ  so  much  in  different 
mines,  and  indeed  in  different  parts  of  the  same  mine,  that  the 
most  experienced  managers  would  disagree  as  to  the  number 
of  acres  fairly  exhausted  or  rendered  unavailable  in  any  exten- 
sive mine.  The  general  plan  is  to  drive  two  parallel  headings, 
9  or  10  feet  wide,  and  from  30  to  100  feet  apart,  having  a  block 
of  coal  between  them  as  a  pillar.  The  headings  may  reach  any 
distance  up  to  a  mile  or  more,  according  to  the  extent  of  the 
property  on  the  line  they  are  directed.  The  object  of  driving 
two  together  is  that,  by  means  of  occasional  cross-headings 
connecting  them,  a  system  of  ventilation  is  obtained.  This  is 
often  perfected  by  connecting  one  of  the  headings  with  an  air- 
shaft,  at  the  bottom  of  which  a  fire  may  he  kept  up  to  increase 
the  upward  current  of  air  which  is  supplied  from  the  heading, 
and  its  course  regulated  by  tight  partitions  with  doors  when 
needed.  The  double  headings  also  serve  another  useful  pur- 
pose, as  separate  roadways  for  the  cars  going  in  and  out.  At 
proper  distances  along  the  headings,  openings  branch  off  at  an 
obtuse  angle  into  the  solid  wall  at  the  side,  and  having  passed 
far  enough  for  another  pillar  of  proper  width,  the  system  of 
dde  rooms  or  chambers  is  commenced,  parallel  to  each  other 
and  12  to  18  feet  wide ;  a  greater  width  being  admitted  as  the 
roof  is  sounder.  The  object  of  branching  off  at  an  obtuse  angle 
from  the  main  heading  is,  that  the  ears  may  be  more  easily  run 
in  and  out  from  the  main  track.  Pillars  of  coal  are  left  be- 
tween the  rooms,  varying  in  width  in  different  mines,  accord- 
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ing  to  the  judgment  of  the  mining  captain.  It  is  from  these 
rooms  that  the  chief  supply  of  coal  is  obtained.  The  true  sys- 
tem of  working  is  to  extend  the  headings  and  the  rooms  con- 
nected with  them  as  near  as.  possible  to  the  extreme  boundary 
of  the  property,  and  then,  the  rooms  being  exhausted,  to  pro- 
ceed to  take  out  as  much  as  may  be  practicable  of  the  blocks  of 
coal  or  pillars  left  between  them,  beginning  along  the  boundary 
and  working  back.  The  roof  and  the  surface  above  are  thus 
allowed  to  settle  down.  The  main  headings  remain  to  the  last, 
so  far  as  they  are  needed  as  avenues,  when  the  wide  blocks  on 
each  side  of  them  are  finally  removed.  Instead  of  working  out 
the  extreme  portions  first,  rooms  are  oftei;  worked  near  the 
entrance,  as  large  supplies  of  coal  can  thus  be  more  readily 
obtained ;  but  in  this  ease  care  is  taken  in  well-conducted  mines 
that  the  main  headings  are  not  disturbed,  and  that  the  exhaus- 
tion and  destruction  of  the  rooms,  by  removing  the  pUlars  and 
allowing  the  roof  to  fall  in,  shall  not  occasion  obstruction  to 
reaching  portions  of  the  coal-bed  beyond.  But,  whQe  this  is 
now  the  general  system  upon  which  the  mines  are  worked, 
there  are  no  doubt  differences  in  the  care  and  skill  exercised  in 
keeping  all  parts  of  the  mine  available  ;  and  more  or  less  coal 
is  lost  by  miscalculations  and  accidents,  by  the  roof  coming 
down  in  places  where  not  intended  to  settle,  by  pillars  being 
crushed  and  buried,  and  areas  only  partially  worked  being 
blocked  up,  of  which  no  account  is  made  or  ever  can  be. 
Then,  as  before  remarked,  it  is  stiU  not  uncommon,  in  the  desire 
to  get  out  the  best  coal  as  rapidly  as  possible,  to  leave  the  roof- 
coal  and  the  bench-coal  with  its  two  little  slates,  and  large 
bodies  of  piliars  too,  with  the  intention  of  taking  them  all  up 
at  some  fature  time  ;  but,  as  long  as  there  is  other  property  to 
work,  the  same  reason,  or  rather  a  stronger  one,  exists  for  neg- 
lecting what  was  left  behind,  and  the  result  is,  this  time  never 
comes.  Such  being  the  condition  of  the  mines,  it  is  a  hopeless 
undertaking  to  attempt  to  estimate,  with  any  near  approach  to 
accuracy,  the  number  of  acres  exhausted  in  mines  that  have 
been  worked  for  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years  or  more. 

"  This  statement  of  the  method  of  working  and  the  condition 
of  the  mines  cannot  fail  to  suggest  the  great  advantages  that 
would  be  derived  by  bringing  contiguous  properties  covering 
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large  areas  into  one  compreheneive  Bystem  of  working ;  and, 
further,  the  great  saving  that  would  be  derived  from  breaking  np 
the  present  competition  between,  different  mines  by  rendering 
it  practicable  to  save  the  whole  of  the  eoal,  instead  of  removing 
only  7  or  8  feet,  when  10  or  12  might  be  mined, 

^^  Product  to  the  Acre. — Allowing  27  cubic  feet  to  the  ton, 
there  should  be  for  every  foot  thickness  1,613  tons  to  the  acre, 
which  woald  give,  for  8J  feet  thickness,  13,310  tons,  and  for  10 
feet,  16,130  tons.  From  the  oider  workings  no  one  supposes 
half  this  amount  was  actually  obtained,  and  it  would  he  a 
larger  estimate  than  some  would  admit  to  put  the  probable 
yield  of  the  best-conducted  mines  at  the  present  time  at  1,000 
tons  to  the  foot  thickness.  In  case  the  pillars  are  all  finally 
removed,  however,  it  is  not  easy  to  explain  what  becomes  of 
the  eoal,  if  the  product  does  not  considerably  exceed  this 
amount,  for  the  fine  coal  all  goes  to  market,  and  the  loss  by 
waste  must  be  very  small  besides  the  2^  per  cent,  or  thereaboats 
reckoned  as  loss  in  transportation.  In  assuming  some  basis  for 
calculation,  it  may  therefore  not  be  far  out  of  the  way  to  call 
the  average  product  of  the  mines  as  they  are  now  worked  1,000 
tons  to  the  foot  thickness." 

Extent  of  the  Field. — The  Cumberland  coal-basin  has  been 
generally  described  as  30  miles  long,  extending  from  some  dis- 
tance beyond  the  Pennsylvania  line  across  Alleghany  County, 
Maryland,  into  West  Virginia.  The  two  rims  of  the  basin, 
consisting  of  the  Dan  and  Savage  Monntains,  are  about  four  or 
five  miles  apart.  But  these  dimensions  would  give  a  very  ex- 
aggerated size  to  this  coal-field,  aa  the  actual  extent  of  the  big 
bed,  the  only  one  that  is  worked,  is  very  much  lees.  Some  of 
the  estimates  formerly  gave  but  9,000  acres  of  the  Big  Seam, 
while  others  placed  it  as  high  as  20,000  acres.  In  the  summer 
of  1869  this  question  was  set  at  rest  by  an  elaborate  and  care- 
ful survey  made  by  Prof.  James  T.  Hodge,  of  Plymouth,  Mas- 
sachusetts, one  of  our  best  mining  geologists.  His  report  was 
published  by  the  Consolidated  Coal  Company,  and  the  results 
arrived  at,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  great  bed,  are  contained  in 
the  following  tabular  statement : 
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From  the  number  of  acres  worked  out  according  to  Mr. 
Hodge's  Keport. in  1869(2,525),  and  the  total  production  at 
that  time  (12,&53,317  tons),  it  appears  that  the  average  produc- 
tion per  acre  was  5,130  tons.  The  original  area  of  the  great 
coal-bed  was  but  1T,282  acres,  or  37  square  miles,  and  there 
were,  in  1869,  14,757  acres,  or  23  square  miles  of  this  coal  re- 
maining, which,  if  it  is  mined  on  the  same  wasteful  system,  will 
produce  75,703,410  tons.  At  the  same  rate  of  production  as 
last  year,  this  would  be  exhausted  in  less  than  33  years.  With 
the  consolidation  of  the  coal  companies,  the  business  will  be 
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conducted  on  a  better  system  in  every  respect.  But,  wMle  a 
larger  production  of  coal  per  acre  may  be  looked  for,  tbe  mar- 
ket for  Cumberland  coal  is  increasing  rapidly,  so  that,  in  every 
point  of  view,  it  is  evident  that  the  deposit  is  a  limited  one, 
and  tbe  exbaustion  of  the  great  bed  of  Cumberland  coal  at  no 
very  remote  period  may  be  anticipated.  We  are  now  using  in 
America  tbe  best  coals  we  have,  anthracite,  semi-bituminous, 
and  bituminous,  and  wasting  them  as  though  they  were  inex- 
haustible, and  of  but  little  value.  The  time  may  come  when 
such  coals  will  be  among  the  luxuries. 

The  Present  Proprietors. 
The  Consolidation  Coal  Company  has  become  the  proprietor 
of  more  than  one-half  of  the  entire  Cumberland  coal-field,  hav- 
ing acquired  the  property  of  the  Cumberland  Coal  and  Iron 
Company,  their  railroad,  etc.,  as  well  as  other  lands,  since  the 
date  of  Prof.  Hodge's  Beport,  The  only  other  mining  companies 
Bending  coal  to  market  in  1872,  besides  the  Consolidation  Com- 
pany, are  the  following,  the  numbers  attached  to  each  indieatr 
ing  the  location  of  their  lands  on  the  map  accompanying  this 
article,  viz, :  Hampshire  &  Baltimore  Coal  Company,  25  and 
10 ;  Franklin  Coal  Company,  1 ;  George's  Creek  Mining  Com- 
pany, 1-J ;  American  Coal  Company,  3  ;  Swanton  Coal  Compa- 
ny, 3 ;  Piedmont  Coal  Company,  4 ;  Barton  Coal  Company,  S ; 
Potomac  Coal  Company,  5  ;  George's  Creek  Coal  and  Iron 
Company,  10,  11;  Borden,  15,  16,  17;  Midlothian,  14;  Mary- 
land, 6,  11;  Atlantic  and  George's  Creek,  6^;  and  the  New 
Central  Coal  Company,  8,'  The  Consolidation  Coal  Company, 
who  now  are  the  proprietors  of  so  large  a  portion  of  this  coal- 
region,  own  the  other  lands  and  mines  not  above  enumerated, 
one  of  the  finest  bodies  of  eoal-Iands  in  the  country,  owned  by 
a  single  corporation.  They  also  own  and  operate  the  raihoads 
through  this  coal-region  from  Cumberland  to  Piedmont,  and 

'  Production  In  1871 ;  OonBolidation,  605,627 ;  Marjlaod,  838,0*2 ;  American, 
226,664 ;  Borden,  207,668 ;  George's  Creek  Coal  and  Iron  Companj,  192,087; 
Hampabire  and  Baltimore,  161,963;  Midlothiiin,  127,036;  Tirginia  Goal  and  Iron 
Companj,  81,218 ;  Pranklin,  80,447 ;  Potomac,  79,716 ;  Piedmont,  79,037 ;  Big 
Vein,  78,870 ;  Atlantic  and  Geoi^e's  Creeli,  62,632 ;  Swanton,  45,865  ;  Spruce  Hill, 
81,668 ;  Barton,  31,478  ;  Lincoln,  10,799  ;  George's  Creek  Mining  Companj,  9,664  : 
total,  2,346,168  gross  tons. 
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from  the  former  place  to  their  i 
Coal  and  Iron  Company's. 

The  other 


V  the  Cumberland 


The  following  section  of  the  npper  coal-measures  of  this  dis- 
trict was  taken  by  Prof.  Philip  T.  Tyson,  from  survey  and  actual 
measurement  in  1852.  It  shows  the  coal-seams  above  the  Great 
Bed: 
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The  section  taken  neir  the  centre  of  the  George's  Creek  basin, 
and  pubhihed  by  Prof  Ducitel  in  the  Mirrland  State  Geo- 
logical Report,  il'*o  showb  the  simefive  teams  of  coal  ibo^e  the 
Great  Bed,  measuring,  in  the  ascending  order :  4'  6',  3'  6",  4'  1', 
6  feet,  and  3  feet,  in  a  thickness  of  250  feet.  At  the  Hampshire 
&  Baltimore  Company's  mines,  No.  25  on  the  map,  the  6-feet 
bed  is  worked  to  some  extent  at  an  elevation  of  60  feet  above 
the  Grea,t  Bed,  and  produces  6  feet  of  good  coal. 

Prof.  Tyson  also  gives  the  following  elaborate  section  of  the 
Barren  Measures,  as  they  are  called,  in  Pennsylvania  {lying  be- 
low H,  or  the  Pittsburg  or  Cumberland  coal-bed),. and  the 
lower  coal-measures.  It  is  worthy  of  preservation,  for  the  nee 
of  those  interested  in  the  region  : 

The  measuremeDta  from  G'TO  to  1,130  feet  were  taken  on  the  Savage 
River  and  Potomac.  Thence  to  1,349  feet  on  Mill  Eun,  which  fiows  into 
George's  Greek.  Thence  to  1,443  feet  on  Laurel  Emi,  which  also  flows 
into  George's  Creek.  From  1,448  feet  on  the  southeast  face  of  Dug  Hill, 
at  the  foot  of  which  is  Lonaooning. 

Fett  abaci  Tide.       TMCkneia.  Charaeta-  of  EoOi. 

1,800 14'    0" Main  Coal,  H. 

4" Bands  of  Iron-ore. 

11'    8" Shale. 
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SECTION   OF   LOWER  COAL-MEASUKES. 
Feet  afime  Ttde.       Thichtieta.  OiaracUir  i^Soclc 

1,800 8'  0" Fire-Clay. 

1,750 1'  6" Limestone. 

15'  8" SLale. 

29'  0" Sandstone,  fine  grain. 

1,700 37'  S" Shale. 

2'  6"... Coal,  G. 


4'    0"... 
16'    8"... 


..Shale.  Ore  No.  90 
. .  Shftle  ferruginous. 
..Coal. 


Nos.  17,  18,  and  19,  in  Shola. 
Fire-CJay. 


6" Shale. 

1'    0" Coal. 

7" Ore  No.  15  in  Shale. 

3'    0" Ore-balls  in  stratum  of  Fire-Clay, 

6" Shale. 

1'    6" Coal. 

2'    6" Shale. 

6'    6" Ores  No.  13  and  14  in  Fire-CIay. 

1'    6" Sandstone. 

6'    6" Ores  12,  11,  JO,  9  in  Shale. 

6'    6" Shale  with  ore-halls  Nos.  8  and  7. 

7" OreNo.  6. 

4'    3" Shale  with  ore  No.  5. 

6" Ooal. 

6" Ore  No.  4  in  Shale. 

1'    6" Ooal. 

2'    0" Shale. 

2'    8" Shale  and  Ooal  together. 

a'    a"...  .....Ore  No.  8  in  Shale. 

a'    1" OoaL 

6" SLale. 

,3'    8" Ore  No.  2  in  Fire-Olay. 

4'  10" Ore  No.  1  in  Shale. 

a'    6" Ore  in  Shale. 

'  TJndenuino 
'  Upper 
I  black 

[  Ore. 


..Ooal. 


Ooal 
and  all  the  Ore  above  for 
4'  will  come  down.  If 
ataoked  in  rows  and  self- 
washed  for  a  month,  it 
will  yield  40  0-0. 
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MARYLAND. 
Ih^ehaest.  Character  qf  Sodc 

..  %'  0" Shaly  Sandatone. 

4'  6" Shale. 

3'    6" Oofl],B. 

3'  0" Limestone. 

3'  6" Fire-Clay. 

8" Coal. 

V  6".. Shale. 

1'  6" Shale  ferruginonB. 

V  0" Shale. 

1'  8" Goal. 

1'  8" Shale. 

1'  8" Goal. 

1'  fl" Shale. 

1'  6" Coal. 

2'  8" Shale,  brown. 

5'  0" Shale,  sandy  with  balls. 

, .  8'  0" Shflly  eandstoae. 

4'  6" Shale. 

1'  6" Coal. 

1'  4" Fire-Olay. 

5'  0" :  .Shales  ferrnpiious. 

7'  0" Shale  with  balls. 

3'  0" Shale  ferruginons. 

1'  0" Shale. 

,.89'  0" Sandstone. 

15'  0" Shale. 

3'  0" Ore  in  Fire-Clay. 

6'  0" Limestone. 

2'  0" Ore  ia  Fire-CQay. 

.10'  0" Shale, 

44'  0" Sandstone. 

e" Coal. 

10" Shale. 

3'  8" Limestone. 

33'  8" Sandstone. 

6'  0" Shale. 

6'  0" Hard  black  band. 

6'  0" Shale  very  ferrngi nous. 

4'  6" Shale. 

.  1'  8" CoalShaly.    \ 

V  0" Coalhard.     Vb'    8'' 

3'  0" Ooalgood.     } 

4'  0" Sandy  Fire-Olay. 

6'  0" Ore  in  Shaiy  Fire-Olay. 

C  0" Limestone. 
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SECTION   OF  LOWEE  COAL-MEASURES. 


•e  Tide.       r^iatn*M. 

Character  ijfSoak. 

83' 

0"... 

....Sandstone. 

9' 

6"... 

....Shale. 
(   Ore-balls. 

11' 

0"... 

.  \  Marine  shells. 
(  Balls  in  Shale. 

2".... 

....Cod. 

6' 

0"... 

....Shale. 

3' 

2"... 

....Coal. 

14' 

0"... 

....Shale. 

4' 

0"... 

....Coal, 
r  Shales. 

25' 

6"... 

Fire-OIay. 
Sandstone. 
.  Not  explored. 

2' 

0"... 

....Coal. 

102' 



(  Unknown, 
\  J  Coal-crop  near  top. 
(  Sandstone  at  bottom. 

24' 

0". . . 

.   (  Ferrnginous  Shale. 
.  )  Gray  Shale. 
(  Black  Shale. 

2' 

0"... 
6". . . 

.    I  Sis  feet  OoaL 

3' 

6"... 

.   ) 

8' 

0"... 

....Fire-Olay. 

6' 

0". . . 

Shales  with  balls  of  ore 

27' 

0"... 

Uninown. 

8' 

0". . . 

....Coal. 

4"... 

....Shale. 

19' 

0"... 

....Sandstone. 

8"... 

....Coal. 

20'    0". 


Fire-CIay. 
Shales. 
_  Fire-Clay. 

1'    6" Coal. 

,.10'    0" Hre-Clay, 

.92'    0" Sandstone  (SII.) 

This  rock  is  constant.  It  makes  the 
flat  aummit  of  the  West  Monntaiti ; 
and,  north  of  Savage  Creek,  has 
lying  on  it  isolated  cubic  blocks, 
fragments  of  themselves,  as  large 
as  three-atory  houses,  very  remark- 
able objects. 
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256  MAEYLAND. 

Feet  above  Tide.        Thutmet.  Cliaracter  of  Bock. 

950 3'  0" Large  balls  of  ore. 

900 14'  0" Shale. 

3" Shale-Coal. 

12'  B" SandBtone,  thin  layers. 

3'  0" Coal. 

2'  6" Bbale. 

850 43'  6" (Sandstone,  etc.,  not  explored.) 

7'  6" ..OreinShale. 

800 83'  0" (Principally  Sandstone.  H) 

750 a'  6" CoflU 

I       ? Shale.    Small  interval. 

37'  0" Sandstone,  thin-bedded. 

2'  0". ...... .Lowest  known  coal-bed. 

160'  0" Principally  Sandstone,  but  not  ranch 

650 explored. 

90'  0" Green  Shale  of  XL 

450 !  !  Gray  limestone  of  XL 

The  lower  coal-measures  of  the  Cumberland  region  were  de- 
Bcribed  in  1856,  by  Prof.  Jamea  Hall,  of  Albany,  N'ew  Tork, 
from  whose  report  on  the  Ward  Coal  Company  lands  the  fol- 
lowmg  facts  are  derived :  The  locality  examined  by  him  is  on 
the  north  fork  of  Jennings's  Run,  on  the  easterly  margin  of  the 
basin  or  coal-field,  and,  the  general  direction  of  the  basin  being 
from  northeast  to  southwest,  the  strata  are  all  presented  dip- 
ping to  the  northwest.  The  valley  of  the  stream  renders  ac- 
cessible the  beds  of  coal,  of  which  the  two  lower  seams  are  about 
20  feet  above  the  level  of  the  stream.  The  lowest  coal-seam  is 
exposed  a  short  distance  above  the  outcrop  of  the  conglomerate, 
and  is  composed  of  two  parts,  the  lower,  from  34  to  33  inches, 
the  upper  6  to  8  inches,  separated  by  from  13  to  16  inches  of 
shale.     This  is  called  the  Bluebough  coal-bed. 

The  next  seam  is  the  Parter  coal,  which  hes  about  86  feet 
higher  in  the  series,  and  measures  from  24  to  30  inches.  A 
third  seam,  called  the  Powell  coal,  is  found  25  to  30  feet  higher 
than  the  Parker,  and  is  said  to  have  a  thickness  of  three  and  a 
half  feet.  A  fourth  seam,  known  as  the  Percy  coal-bed,  lies 
about  20  feet  above  the  Powell,  and  is  said  to  be  28  to  30  inches 
thick.  Some  30  feet  higher  lies  a  fifth  bed,  known  as  the  Hall 
bed,  which  is  said  to  be  four  feet  thick.  There  is  a  sixth  bed 
of  coal  known  as  the  Eush  Eun  coal,  having  a  thickness  of  two 
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feet ;  and  still  higher  another  bed  of  two  feet  thick,  having  im- 
mediately above  it  a  bed  of  iron-ore  14  inches  thick. 

The  great  seam  of  this  coal-field  is  the  only  one  that  receives 
any  attention,  but  the  general  reader  may  desire  to  know  these 
particulars  as  to  other  valuable  coal-seams  in  the  region.  At 
Piedmont,  on  the  east  side  of  George's  Creek,  and  on  the  north- 
west slope  of  Dan's  Mountain,  one  of  the  lower  seam 
three  feet  thick,  100  feet  in  elevation,  and  on  the  w 
the  creek  and  eastern  elope  of  Savage  Mountain,  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  130  feet,  and  five  feet  in  thielmess.  Also,  on  the  Vir- 
ginia side  of  the  Potomac,  on  the  north  slope  of  what  is  termed 
New  Creek  Kidge,  the  Big  Seam  is  15  feet  thick,  with  four 
smaller  ones  below  it. 

These  sections  show  the  great  thickness  of  the  coal-measures 
in  this  district,  and  that  the  whole  system  is  represented  up  to 
the  highest  valuable  coal-seam,  bnt  without  the  overlying  sec- 
ond series  of  Barren  Measures  found  near  the  Ohio  Eiver.  The 
coal-beds  of  the  upper  coal-measures  are  here  in  their  greatest 
magnitude,  the  seams  found  in  the  Barren  Measures  are  also 
enlarged,  and  those  of  the  lower  coal-measures  are  small,  being 
split  up  into  a  large  number  of  thin  seams.  The  general  series  of 
the  coal-beds  is  similar  to  that  previously  described  in  Somerset 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  at  Connellsville,  and  to  that  which 
will  be  hereafter  given  in  the  northern  part  of  West  Virginia. 

The  Cumberland  coal  contains  from  13  to  19|  per  cent,  of 
volatile  matter,  from  72  to  83  per  cent,  of  carbon,  and  is  a 
true  semi-bitnminons  coal.  The  coal  is  all  taken  from  the 
miner,  fine  and  coarse,  none  of  the  coal  mined  being  rejected 
or  left  in  the  mine,  as  is  done  with  some  bituminous  coals,  and 
there  is  very  httle  if  any  screening  done,  to  separate  the  fine 
from  the  coarse  or  lump  coal.  ,It  mines  out  in  large  masses, 
many  of  them  as  large  as  a  man  can  handle,  and  at  the  pit's 
month  there  is  very  httle  fine  coal.  The  coal  is  beautiftil  in 
appearance,  of  a  jet-black  and  glossy  appearance;  but  these 
large  masses  are  very  friable,  and  become  very  much  pulverized 
in  the  course  of  transportation  and  handling.  -This  is  in  a 
measure  compensated  in  burning  it'for  steam-purposes,  by  its 
melting  and  crusting  over;  and,  when  partially  coked,  thia 
crust  can  be  broken  up  with  a  poker  and  burnt  again  like  lump- 
17 
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coal.  But  lump-coal  is  more  marketable,  and  no  coal  ie  stocked 
at  any  of  the  mines  at  Cumberland,  or  at  Baltimore,  on  account 
of  its  being  reduced  to  fine  coal  by  the  action  of  the  atmosphere ; 
hence  no  coal  is  mined  in  the  winter,  after  the  canals  are  closed. 
When  orders  are  received,  the  coal  is  mined,  put  into  the  care, 
and  shipped,  and,  when  there  are  no  orders,  no  mining  is  done, 
This  irregular  work  adds  to  the  expense,  as  miners  must  have 
wages  sufficient  to  compensate  for  these  periods  when  they  are 
without  work.  The  Cumberland  basin  is  quite  remote  from 
tide-water,  where  it«  market  is  found,  the  distance  from  Balti- 
more to  Cumberland,  the  east  end  of  the  region,  being  by  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Kailroad,  ITS  miles,  and  206  miles  to  Pied- 
mont, the  west  end,  where  the  largest  portion  of  the  coal  is  re- 
ceived,' This  road  is  the  principal  avenue  to  market,  the  only 
other  being  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Canal  from  Cumberland 
to  Alexandria,  Ya.,  191  miles. 

The  principal  market  for  Cumberland  Coal  is  in  the  city  of 
New  Tork,  either  coastwise  in  vessels,  from  Alexandria  and  Balti- 
more, or  by  barges,  by  way  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Delaware  Canal, 
and  the  Karitan  (Kew  Jersey)  Canal,  240  miles.  The  work,  in- 
cluding the  transportation,  is  all  done  very  cheaply.  The  cost 
of  the  long  railroad-carriage  mentioned  is  reduced  to  the  mini- 
mum rate  in  this  countiy,  and,  after  being  transported  these 
long  distances,  the  coal  is  sold  at  so  low  a  price  as  to  afford  no 
such  profit  as  tbe  capital  invested  should  receive.  Two  things 
are  to  be  regretted  about  the  Cumberland  coal-region :  the 
waste  of  coal  in  mining,  and  the  very  small  dividends  received 
by  those  who  expend  so  much  money,  enterprise,  and  hard 
work,  in  furnishing  so  good  a  coal  at  so  low  a  price  to  ungrate- 
ful customers.  The  statistics  of  the  trade  wUl  be  given,  with 
others,  at  the  close  of  this  volume.  This  region  was  first  devel- 
oped by  the  completion  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Canal,  in 
1850,  to  Cumberland ;  the  Baltimore  &  Oliio  Itailroad,  to 
Piedmont,  in  18i2;  the  Cumberland  &  Pennsylvania  Tiail- 
road  from  Cumberland  to  Piedmont ;  the  Cumberland  Coal  & 
Iron  Company's  Eailroad  from  Cumberland  to  their  mines;  and 
the  building  up  of  a  coal-trade  exceeding  two  millions  of  tons 
per  annum  within  thirty  years. 

1  The  distances  from  Cumberlanil  and  Kedmont  tu  Ihe  various  uuuee  are  ^ven 
on  page  250. 
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The  dimensionB  of  the  region  seem  small  when  compared 
with  some  of  the  extensive  coal-regiona  of  other  States,  but  it 
has  the  great  requisites  of  a  sueceesful  coal-region  in  a  good 
quality  of  coal,  in  eufBcient  quantity  to  supply  a  large  market ; 
it  is  produced  and  carried  cheaply ;  it  has  abundant  transporta- 
tion by  rail  and  water ;  it  has  the  market  of  New  York  and  of 
the  whole  Atlantic  coast.  It  might  be  added  that  the  coal  has 
always  been  sold  at  so  low  a  price,  compared  with  its  cost,  that 
the  operators  must  be  regarded  as  better  friends  of  the  manu- 
facturers and  other  coal-consumers  than  of  themselves  and  their 
stockholders. 

As  we  proceed  westward  from  the  Cumberland  coal-basin, 
the  axes  of  disturbance  occur  at  much  wider  intervals,  forming 
broader  undulations,  attended  with  more  gentle  dips.  Those 
of  the  Cumberland  or  Prostburg  basin  have  a  comparatively 
steep  inclination  of  their  strata.  It  was  the  depth  thus  given 
to  the  basin,  even  when  it  contracted  it  to  an  inconsiderable 
width,  that  has  conferred  on  it  the  great  economical  advantages 
it  possesses ;  for  by  this  means  the  bottom  of  the  trough  was 
rendered  sufBciently  low  to  admit  of  the  whole  of  the  rocks  be- 
longing to  the  productive  coal-measures,  both  of  the  lower  and 
upper  series,  without  towering  to  such  an  altitude  as  to  be  ex- 
posed to  the  destructive  torrents  which  have  robbed  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  area  of  this  coal-region  of  the  coal-seams  which 
once  spread  continuously  over  its  surfece  (W.  E.  Hogers). 
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For  a  further  account  of  the  peculiar  and  valuable  quali- 
ties of  Bemi-bituminous  coal,  the  reader  ie  referred  .to  the  por- 
tion of  the  chapter  on  the  Blossburg  region,  from  page  150  to 
161,  especially  to  the  results  of  the  government  experiments, 
given  in  the  table  on  page  160. 


'j  west  of  the  Cumherlcmd  1 

The  triangular  comer  of  Maeylakd,  west  of  the  city  of 
Cumberland,  is  traversed  in  a  northeast  and  southwest  direction 
by  the  following  seven  ranges  of  mountains :  Dan's  Mountain 
forming  the  east,  and  Great  Savage  Mountain  the  western 
boundary  of  Ihe  IVostburg  or  George's  Creek  coal-fleld ;  then 
in  succession  the  Little  Savage,  the  Meadow,  and  IN'egro  Moun- 
tains, Keyser  Kidge,  and  Winding  Eidge,  which  brings  us  to 
the  Youghiogheny  Kiver.  Besides  these,  there  are  two  shorter 
ridges.  Middle  Ridge,  between  the  two  Savages,  and  Hoop-pole 
Kidge,  a  southwestern  branch  of  the  Little  Savage. 

The  Great  Savage  Mountain,  or  Big  Backbone,  as  it  is  fre- 
quently called,  is  not  the  dividing  ridge,  separating  the  eastern 
from  the  western  waters.  The  Savage  Eiver,  reenforced  by 
two  streamlets,  the  Middle  Fork  and  Crah-tree  Creek,  makes 
its  way  through  it,  to  empty  itself  into  the  Potomac.  A  spur 
of  the  Great  Savage,  known  at  the  head  of  Deep  Creek  as  the 
Little  Backbone,  is  the  true  dividing  ridge,  the  waters  of  this 
croek  flowing  west,  and  those  of  Crah-tree  flowing  east,  though 
taking  their  rise  only  a  few  hundred  yards  apart. 

Pursuing  the  National  Boad  across  Savage  Mountain  in  a 
northerly  direction,  the  coal-rocks  disappear  at  the  summit  of 
the  ridge.  After  crossing  the  Little  Savage  Mountain  and 
Meadow  Mountain,  the  coal-rocks  reappear  in  another  coal- 
basin  between  the  latter  and  the  Negro  Mountain,  the  centre 
of  which,  however,  and  more  available  portions,  belong  to  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  forming  the  first  sub-coal-basin  of  that 
State  lying  between  the  Alleghany  and  Negro  Mountain. 

The  Toughiogheny,  which  takes  its  rise  in  the  southwest 
angle  of  Maryland,  cuts  through  this  coal-formation  longitudi- 
nally from  south  to  north,  and  exhibits  the  coal-rocks  from 
within  a  few  miles  of  its  head  to  its  junction  with  Castleman's 
Eiver,  in  Pennsylvania.      The   eastern   slope   of  the   Briery 
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Mountain,  whieli  forms  the  western  limits  of  the  State,  is  also 
composed  of  coal-rocks,  supporting  a  very  productive  soil. 

The  principal  tributaries  of  the  Toughioghenj  in  Mary- 
land are  on  its  east  side,  from  south  to  north  Cherry-tree  Fork, 
Little  Youghiogheny,  Deep  Creek,  and  Bear  Creek,  and  on  the 
west  side,  Muddy  Creek,  aJl  of  them  having  a  pretty  rapid  fall. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  area  of  the  part  of  the  coal-field 
of  Maryland  west  of  the  Cumberland  basin  is  small,  and  parts 
of  it  are  cut  out  by  the  valley  of  the  Potomac  Eiver,  which 
forms  the  line  between  it  and  AVest  "Virginia;  also  other 
portions  by  the  valley  of  the  Youghiogheny  Hiver,  which  runs 
through  it  northward ;  and  other  portions  by  Deep  Creek,  its 
large  branch  on  the  east  side.  From  the  Cumberland  coal 
field  westward  there  is  quite  a  wide  region  of  the  east  escarp 
ment  of  the  Alleghany  Mountain,  which  is  destitute  of  coal, 
and  then  the  high  uplifts  or  anticlinals  of  Negro  Mountain  cut 
out  other  large  portions  of  the  coal-field.  There  appears  to  be 
no  development  of  the  coal-trade  in  the  regions  of  Maryland 
west  of  Piedmont,  the  market  being  entirely  supplied  from  the 
Cumberland  or  Frosthurg  region. 
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WEST  VrRGINIA. 


The  coal-field  of  West  Virginia  comprises  the  large  territory 
lying  between  the  western  limits  of  the  State  and  an  irregular 
line  of  mountain-ranges,  on  its  eastern  side,  nearly  coinciding 
wjth  the  eastern  front  of  the  Alleghany,  the  Greenbrier,  and 
the  Great  Flat  Top  Mountains.  It  is  an  enormous  area  of 
nearly  horizontal  strata,  with  geographical  features  of  great  sim- 
plicity. It8  surface  is  undulating,  and  toward  the  southeastern 
limits  mountainous,  but  the  hills  rise  in  gently-swelling  out- 
lines, and  no  very  prominent  peaks  tower  in  acute  and  ragged 
lines,  to  denote  that  the  strata  have  been  subjected  to  violent 
convulsions  and  ti5)heaTing  forces,  A  geological  map  would 
represent  about  16,000  square  miles  of  its  area  as  of  the  Carbon- 
iferous age,  but  the  reader  should  not  thereby  understand  that 
every  pftrtion  of  it  contains  valuable  seams  of  coal  in  a  position 
accessible  and  convenient  for  mining.  Only  a  small  portion, 
too,  of  this  great  eoal-region  is  developed  by  mining  in  a  few 
localities  and  to  a  limited  extent.  Its  importance,  therefore, 
like  many  others  of  our  vast  mineral  districts,  is  in  the  future, 
and  the  account  here  given  of  it  is  general. 

A  State  geological  survey  was  begun  under  the  direction  of 
William  B.  Rogers,  who  made  five  annual  reports  of  progress 
for  the  years  1837,  1838,  1839, 1840,  and  1841,  after  which  the 
wort  was  abandoned  in  an  unfinished  condition.  These  reports 
were  published  in  pamphlets,  and  the  books  are  very  rare ; 
their  more  imiiortant  and  interesting  portions,  relating  to  the 
coal-deposits,  are  here  reproduced,  and  arranged  in  connection 
with  materials  derived  from  other  sources. 
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Preliminary  Oeneral  View. 

The  general  system  of  the  coal-measures  is  the  same  as  that 
of  Penneylvania,  with  such  changes  in  the  thickness  of  tlie  vari- 
ous strata  of  sandstone,  shale,  limestone,  and  coal,  as  might  be 
expected  from  the  distance  and  the  extent  of  the  regions.  The 
coal-rocks  show  the  same  divisions  into  the  conglomerate 
base  {which  in  this  State  assumes  great  varieties,  embracing 
various  strata  of  s^iale  and  some  coal-seams) :  1.  The  lower  coal- 
measures;  2.  The  barren-measures ;  3.  The  appcr  coal-measures, 
and  4.  The  upper  shale  and  sandstone-measures,  which  are  also 
barren  of  coal. 

1.  Tlie  lower  coal-measures  have  a  thiekneas  of  about  250 
feet  or  more,  and,  in  a  section  taken  across  the  northern  part 
of  this  State,  thej  contain  five  seams  of  coal,  four  of  which  are 
represented  as  only-  from  one  to  two  and  a  half  feet  thick, 
and  the  other,  or  upper  one,  from  three  and  a  half  to  four  feet. 
But  farther  south,  on  the  Kanawha  Eiver,  the  coal-seams  of  the 
lower  coal-measures  are  developed  in  number  and  size,  scarcely 
equalled  in  any  part  of  the  Alleghany  coal-region. 

2.  The  highest  stratum  of  these  lower  coal-measures  is  a 
coarse  sandstone,  called  in  Pennsylvania  the  Mahoning  sand- 
stone, which  varies  in  thicloiees  from  20  to  100  feet,  and  is 
generally  about  75  feet  thick.  Resting  upon  the  Mahoning 
sandstone  are  the  Barren  Measures,  which  Rogers  represents  as 
466  feet  thick  in  West  Virginia,  with  three  thin  seams'  of  coal, 
the  lowest  six  inches  to  one  foot  thick  and  poor,  the  next  2^ 
to  three  feet,  and  the  other  two  feet.  It  also  contains  eleven 
different  beds  of  limestone,  of  which  the  upper  one  is  40  feet 
thick,  the  lower  one  10  feet,  and  the  others  about  three  feet. 
There  are  altogether  in  these  Barren  Measures  41  alternate 
layers  of  shales,  sandstones,  limestones,  and  coal. 

3.  The  upper  coal-measures  seem  to  be  the  more  impor- 
tant in  the  northern  part  of  West  Virginia,  on  account  of  the 
greater  size  of  the  seams,  and  tlieir  accessible  position.  They 
are  250  feet  and  upward  in  thickness,  and  include  four  fine 
seams  of  coal,  the  first  or  lowest  of  which  is  the  celebrated 
Pittsburg  bed,  nine  feet  thick ;  the  second,  22  feet  higher,  is 
34  feet  thick ;  the  third,  28  feet  higher,  is  a  5^feet  seam  of 
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good  eoal ;  and  the  fourth,  188  feet  higher,  is  seven  feet — in  all 
25  feet  of  coal  in  these  upper  measures  alone.  There  are  also 
no  less  than  nine  separate  beds  of  limestone,  measuring  in  all 
50  feet  10  inches  in  thickness. 

4.  Above  the  upper  coal-measures  of  West  Tirginia  are 
piled  up  a  second  series  of  Barren  Measures  of  considerable 
thickness,  consisting  of  alternate  layers  of  shales  and  sand- 
stones, some  of  the  layers  20  feet  in  thickness,  and  a  few  thin 
layers  of  limestone,  but  no  coal-seams.  The  upper  and  lower 
productive  coal-measures,  with  the  intermediate  Barren  ileas- 
ures,  are  together  about  1,000  feet  in  thickness,  besides  the 
Tipper  Barren  Measures  and  the  conglomerate  base. 

In  a  business  aspect  there  are  three  lines  of  observation  of 
this  coal-region.  The  first  is  along  the  Ohio  Kiver,  from  the 
Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia  line,  45  miles  below  Pitts- 
burg ;  thence  by  the  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Sandy,  the 
Kentucky  line,  a  distance  of  279  miles  by  the  river,  passing 
first  from  tiie  Pennsylvania  line  to  Pipe  Creek,  63  miles 
through  the  upper  coal-measures;  thence  to  Carr's  Run  or 
Pomeroy,  140  miles  through  the  overlying  rocks  ;  and  thence 
77  miles  to  the  Kentucky  line,  through  the  barren  coal-measures. 
At  Wheeling,  and  for  14  miles  down  the  river,  the  cliff  or 
bank  presents  an  uninterrupted  bed  of  bituminous  coal  up- 
ward of  six  feet  thick,  of  such  a  quaHty  as  to  furnish  fuel  for 
all  the  dwellings  and  manufactories  of  that  enterprising  and 
prosperous  town.  Above  are  two  thinner  beds  of  an  inferior 
value.  Associated  with  these  seams  of  coal  is  a  bed  of  lime- 
stone of  upward  of  20  feet  in  thickness.  The  second  line  of 
observation  is  along  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Kailroad  which 
crosses  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  passing  from  the  east 
through  the  Potomac  basins  of  the.  upper  coal-measures  in  the 
Cumberland  or  Proetburg  (Maryland)  region,  wliich  extends 
across  the  Potomac  into  West  Tirginia ;  thence  through  the  va- 
rious basins  formed  by  the  undulations  to  be  hereafter  described, 
to  Grafton,  whence  there  are  two  railroads  westward ;  one  due 
westward,  crossing  the  Monongahela  at  Clarksburg,  and  thence 
to  the  Ohio  Kiver  at  Parkersburg ;  the  other  northwestward, 
crossing  the  Monongahela  at  Pairmonnt,  and  thence  down 
Grave  Creek  to  the  Ohio  Eiver,  and  thence  up  the  river  to 
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Wheeling.  Both  these  branches  enter  the  main  body  of  the 
upper  coal-measures  near  the  cmssings  of  the  Monongahela 
above  named,  and  traverse  them  to  the  Ohio,  the  points  at 
present  most  productive  of  coal  being  the  two  crossings  men- 
tioned. There  are  detached  patches  of  the  upper  coal-measures 
east  of  the  point  named.  At  Clarksburg  and  northward,  down 
the  valley  of  the  Monongahela,  there  exists  one  of  the  richest 
coal-deposits  in  the  State.  One  of  the  beds  in  some  places  in 
the  neighborhood  of  this  town  is  from  10  to  12  feet  in  thick- 
ness, below  which  is  a  thinner  seam  of  a  more  highly-bitumi- 
nous character.  From  some  distance  above  Clarksburg  they 
may  be  followed  with  scarcely  any  interruption  throughout  the 
whole  valley  of  tlie  Monongahela  northward  to  Pittsburg, 
Ascending  the  Tygart's  Valley  River  southward,  the  coal 
diminishes  in  thickness  and  valuable  qualities.  Coal  is  also 
found,  though  in  less  considerable  quantities,  in  the  valley  of 
the  Little  Kanawha.  Wear  Hughes  River,  one  of  its  tributaries, 
it  is  very  abundant. 

A  coal  containing  much  less  bituminous  matter  occurs  im- 
mediately west  of  the  eastern  front  ridge  of  the  Alleghany,  in 
Hampshire  County,  lying  in  five  successive  tiers,  and  extend 
ing  for  many  miles  along  the  borders  of  the  Potomac.  This 
district  has  been  fully  described  in  the  chapter  on  Maryland. 

The  third  line  of  observation  is  that  on  the  Kanawha  River, 
which  is  a  navigable  stream  for  70  miles,  and  for  a  distance  of 
about  30  miles  from  Charleston  to  the  Great  Falls  of  the 
Kanawha,  affords  along  its  banks  a  fine  display  of  the  lower 
coal-seams  in  their  maximum  size  and  number.  This  Kanawha 
region  is  soon  to  be  traversed  by  one  of  the  main  east  and  west 
thoronghfere  lines  of  travel,  called  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Rail- 
road, by  which  its  mineral  wealth  will  be  developed. 

Here  at  least  three  great  seams  of  coal  display  themselves 
almost  continuously  for  a  distance  of  about  12  miles,  stretching 
in  parallel  and  nearly  horizontal  bands  along  the  almost  moun- 
tainous ehffs  forming  the  boundaries  of  the  rich  and  lovely 
valley  of  the  Kanawha  in  the  vicinity  of  Charleston.  On  the 
Great  Kanawha  the  exposure  of  coals  is  one  of  the  most 
extensive  and  valuable  anywhere  in  the  United  States,  and  it  is 
in  the  unmediate  vieittity  of  the  Salines.    On  the  Gauley  and 
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other  rivers  the  beds  of  coal  are  frequently  brouglit  to  view, 
and  they  spread  with  the  beds  of  sandstone  in  nearly  liorizontal 
planes,  over  almost  the  whole  of  this  broad  region. 

Coal  Kiver  enters  the  Kanawha  12  miles  below  Charleston. 
As  far  up  this  branch  as  Brier  Creek,  on  Coal  Eiver,  23  miles 
above  its  mouth,  there  are  four  or  five  seams  of  coal  seen  in  the 
hill-sides.  Several  varieties  of  coal  are  produced  in  West  Vir- 
ginia, the  common  bituminous  and  cannel  coals,  splint  or  iron- 
smelting  coal  on  the  Kanawha,  and  a  vein  of  Albertite  in 
Eitchie  County,  similar  to  that  in  New  Bruugwict.  "With 
this  brief  preliminary  description  of  the  series  of  rocks  of 
which  this  great  coal  State  is  made  up,  and  the  most  important 
places  where  the  coal  ie  exposed,  the  reader  will  be  the  better  able 
to  see,  in  reading  the  following  graphic  description  of  the  struct- 
ure  of  the  coal-field,  how  its  several  parts  will  occur  on  the  sur- 
face in  various  localities.  The  aeconnt  previously  given  of  the 
remarkable  features  of  the  coal-field  in  the  southern  part  of 
Penn^lvania  will  also  be  borne  in  mind,  especially  the  great 
anticlinal  uplift  of  Negro  Mountain  which  rnns  into  Western 
Maryland,  and  Chestnut  Ridge  and  Laurel  Hill,  which  extend 
across  the  State  Une  into  West  Tirginia,  the  latter  crossing  the 
Cheat  River.  But  the  Virginia  survey  was  left  in  so  unfinished 
a  condition,'  and  without  a  geological  map,  or  reports  of  the 
geology  of  each  county,  that  no  very  accurate  description  can  be 
given  of  every  portion  of  the  State  covered  by  the  various 
seams  of  coal,  or  what  parts  are  destitute  of  coal  from  denuda- 
tion or  anticlinal  uplifts.  The  account,  however,  is  probably 
as  minute  as  the  present  importance  of  the  region  in  the  coal- 
market  demands. 

GENERAL  SKETCH   OF  THE  STEUCTDBE  OP   THE  00AL-FIEIJ3. 

Prof.  William  B.  Rogers,  in  the  Geological  Reports  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,  gives  substantially  the  following  lucid 
and  interesting  description  of  the  general  features  of  the  great 
coal-region  which  covers  nearly  the  whole  of  what  is  now  the 

'  Heports  of  the  Geologieal  Survey  of  Virginia,  by  W.  B.  Hogera ;  first,  1886, 
US  pages;  first  and  Beconii,  1838,  Fliikdelphia,  87  pages;  tliicd,  1839,  Phila- 
delphia, 4to,  63  pages  i  fourth,  1840,  Richmond,  8vo,  181  pages;  fifth,  I8il, 
Richmond,  Bfo,  132  pages.     The  final  report  neTer  was  published. 
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State  of  WeBt  Virginia,  "  It  is  "given,"  he  says,  "  in  the  hope  that 
the  more  important  relatione  of  its  strata  as  to  direction  and 
position  may  be  clearly  perceived,  and  that  any  erroneous 
views  as  regards  the  general  extension  of  the  more  important 
coal-seams  may  be  no  longer  entertained.  A  little  attention  to 
this  description  of  the  configui'ation  of  the  strata  included  in 
this  vast  basin,  and  the  various  modes  in  which  they  are  ex- 
posed by  that  noble  river,  the  Ohio,  which  pursues  its  way 
along  and  through  them,  will  give  the  reader  a  general  plan  or 
pattern  elucidating  the  great  features  of  the  structure,  not  only 
of  the  coal-region  of  this  State,  but  in  a  measure  of  the  whole 
Alleghany  region  of  which  West  Virginia  is  the  central  portion. 
The  country  east  of  the  coal-region  in  the  old  State  of  Virginia 
is  characterized,  like  the  corresponding  locality  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, by  numerous  successive  and  generally  abrupt  undulations, 
forming  prolonged  Hnea  of  parallel  anticlinal  and  synclinal 
mountains  and  valleys  alternately  arranged  upon  its  surface. 
We  need,  therefore,  not  be  surprised  to  find  similar  variations  in 
the  positions  of  the  strata  continued  for  some  distance  beyond 
the  margin  of  the  region  in  which  the  geologically  higher  and 
more  western  groups  of  roets  appear.  These  anticlinal  axes 
met  with  in  the  West  Virginia  coal-region  preserve  a  parallel 
direction  with  those  of  the  Appalachian  belt  east  of  them,  and 
give  rise  to  ranges  of  mountains  less  elevated  above  the  general 
level  of  the  surrounding  region,  and  broader  and  less  abrupt 
in  their  declivity,  than  the  ridges  formed  by  the  more  steeply- 
inclined  strata  of  the  Appalachian  or  eastern  region.  Along 
the  summits  of  these  broad  mountains  the  mantle  of  rocks  ap- 
pertaining to  the  coal-formation  which  once  evidently  con- 
tinued in  its  extension  over  the  inferior  strata  has  been  more  or 
less  removed ;  and  thus  in  their  undulating  tops,  and  in  their 
profound  ravines  and  river-gorges,  the  strata  of  rocks  below  the 
coal-measures  are  not  unfrequently  deeply  and  extensively  ex- 
posed. The  destructive  rush  of  waters,  after  tearing  away  the 
stouter  materials  above,  has  met  with  less  resistance  from  the 
soft  shales  and  sandstones  forming  the  interior  mass  of  these 
broad  ridges.  Hence  would  appear  to  have  originated  the 
deep  valleys  and  abmpt  hills  by  which  this  country  is  char- 
acterized, and   hence  the  deeply-scooped  channels  of  those 
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streams  which  are  permitted  not  merely  to  pass  through  but  to 
meander  for  great  dietances  along  the  central  line  of  the  axis, 
and  in  the  very  heart  of  the  mountains  whose  interior  etraeture 
they  thus  contribute  to  disclose. 

"  Over  wide  districts  in  the  western  part  of  this  region  the 
few  low  undulations  which  ocear  ultimately  become  lost  in  the 
gentle  and  almost  imperceptible  inclination  of  the  strata  tow- 
ard the  valley  of  the  Ohio.  Here  even  the  uppermost  of  the 
rocks  below  the  coal-measures  are  no  longer  to  be  met  with 
anywhere  on  the  surface,  or  in  the  deepest  natural  or  artificial 
exposures  that  exist.  The  rocks  belonging  to  the  principal 
coal-measurea  in  their  turn  also  become  buried  as  we  approach 
the  Ohio,  in  the  region  of  Parkersburg  and  Point  Pleasant, 
^ving  place  apon  the  sarfaee  to  the  Barren  Measures,  consist- 
ing of  shales  and  sandstones,  either  destitute  of  coal  or  con- 
taining it  in  thin  and  variable  beds.  These  gently-sloping 
strata  thns  gradually  depressed,  again  rise  to  the  surface  as  we 
proceed  still  farther  to  the  west,  thus  bringing  into  view  over  a 
wide  and  affluent  belt  of  country,  in  the  neighboring  State  of 
Ohio,  the  counterparts  of  the  lost  coal-seams  and  their  associated 
beds  of  sandstones,  slates,  shales,  iron-ores,  and  limestones,  in 
an  order  the  reverse  of  that  in  which  they  had  been  seen  to 
disappear  in  West  Virginia  some  distance  east  of  the  Ohio. 

"  As  necessary  to  the  general  picture  of  this  wide-spread 
series  of  rocks,  it  may  be  added  that  beyond  this  belt  of  pro- 
ductive coal-measures  in  Ohio,  as  we  descend  to  the  vaUey  of  the 
Scioto,  we  come  in  view  of  a  group  of  underlying  east-dipping 
sandstones,  slates,  and  limestones,  corresponding  to  the  upper 
formations  below  the  coal-measures,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
coal-region ;  so  that,  comprehending  in  one  wide  view  the  whole 
series  of  strata  comprising  and  lying  at  no  great  distance 
beneath  the  coal-rocks  of  this  wide  region,  and  leaving  out  of 
consideration  the  undulations  previously  alluded  to  as  oeeurring 
toward  the  eastern  margin  of  the  tract,  we  are  presented  with 
the  imposing  scene  of  a  vast  synclinal  trough  or  basin  spreading 
from  the  eastern  escarpment  of  the  coal-rocks  in  "West  Virginia 
entirely  across  the  State,  and  the  east  half  of  Ohio,  and  ter- 
minating there  in  a  similar  escarpment,  in  which  the  rocks  are 
seen  inclining  toward  the  east  to  meet  their  counterparts  dip- 
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ping  in  an  opposite  direction  in  "Weet  Virginia.  It  is  a  little 
westward  of  the  centre  or  lowest  line  of  this  enormous  basin 
that  the  Ohio  Eiver  pnrsueE  its  course  for  most  of  the  distance 
in  which  it  forms  the  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  West 
Virginia. 

"  But  another  feature  is  yet  to  be  introduced  to  complete 
the  general  outline  of  this  interesting  region.  The  eastern  and 
western  margins  of  this  basin,  thongh  nearly  parallel  about 
midway  of  its  length,  gradually  approach  each  other  as  they 
extend  toward  the  north,  and  thus  bending  round,  the  former 
in  Pennsylvania,  the  latter  in  Ohio,  at  length  actually  coalesce 
and  form  the  head  or  northern  termination  of  the  trough.  As 
a  result  of  this  configuration  it  will  at  once  be  seen  that  along 
this  northern  boundary  of  the  basin  in  Northern  Pennsylvania 
the  coal  rocks  must  have  an  inclination  toward  the  south  or  in 
the  direction  of  the  length  of  the  vast  trough,  while  the  strata 
underlying  them  beneath  this  northern  escarpment  will  be  seen 
dipping  beneath  the  basin  in  a  corresponding  direction.  For- 
tunately for  the  resources  of  the  valuable  though  small  tract, 
including  the  three  counties  lying  between  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio,  and  now  called  "  the' Panhandle,"  this  northern  ter- 
mination of  the  trough  takes  place  at  no  great  distance  north 
of  where  the  territory  of  West  Virginia  begins.  So  that  the 
Ohio  in  its  course  along  the  western  margin  of  that  tract  inter- 
sects the  southerly-dipping  strata  in  a  direction  highly  favor- 
able for  the  development  of  their  rich  mineral  contents,  and 
exposes  along  the  West  Virginia,  as  well  as  the  Ohio  shore  of 
the  river,  nearly  all  the  seams  of  coal,  and  beds  of  limestone 
and  other  valuable  materials,  required  to  complete  the  aeries  of 
strata  appertaining  to  the  vast  coal-basin  through  which  it 
flows.  From  this  general  outline  of  the  great  coal-field  of 
which  West  Virginia  possesses  so  large  a  share,  it  will  at  once 
be  seen  that,  leaving  out  of  view  the  numerous  important 
undulations  of  the  strata  before  referred  to,  the  higher  rocks  in 
the  series  present  themselves  successively,  dipping  beneath  the 
surface  as  we  recede  from  the  margin  of  the  basin  toward  its 
middle,  from  whatever  point  of  this  margin  we  may  take  our 
departure.  Each  stratum  of  the  vast  series  of  the  coal-measures 
may  in   truth  be  regarded  as   an   immense  oblong  bowl  or 
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trough,  whose  longer  diameter  haa  a  direction  nearly  northeast 
and  southwest,  terminating  at  the  northern  end,  near  the  Ohio 
and  Fenneylvania  Hne,  north  of  Steubenville,  and  gradually 
widening  in  a  somewhat  oval  form  as  it  passes  through  Vir- 
ginia and  Ohio.  Near  its  widest  part,  it  is  obvious,  the  Vir- 
ginia and  Ohio  portions  of  the  margin  would  be  parallel  to 
each  other,  and  to  the  longer  diameter,  and  would  therefore 
have  a  direction  from  northeast  to  southwest,  but,  in  the  prog- 
ress of  its  expansion,  all  the  directions  between  that  of  its 
northern  end  and  the  one  just  specified  would  successively 
obtain ;  so  that,  following  it  along  the  eastern  margin,  we 
should  have  it  southeast  and  northwest,  south  and  north,  south- 
west and  northeast,  and  perhaps  within  the  limits  of  Virginia, 
approaching  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  west-southwest  and  east- 
northeast.  We  may,  therefore,  regard  a  series  of  such  bowls, 
similar  in  form,  and  fitting  the  one  within  the  other,  as  giving 
a  general  representation  of  the  stratification  of  the  entire 
region  we  are  considering,  neglecting  for  the  present  the 
irregularities  occasioned  by  the  nndtdations  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  eastern  margin.  Bearing  in  mind  this  inelegant 
but  perhaps  not  useless  illustration,  it  will  at  onee  appear  that 
a  riyer  like  the  Alleghany  entering  the  northern  margin  of  tlie 
basin,  and  flowing  entirely  through  it,  will  penetrate  in  sue- 
ceesion  each  of  the  inner  bowl-shaped  strata  on  the  one  side, 
and  then  continuing  as  the  Ohio,  passing  across  the  innermost, 
and  therefore  the  uppermost  of  them  all,  will  again  penetrate 
the  same  beds,  but  in  an  inverted  order — and  if,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  Ohio,  we  suppose  it  to  enter  ''  the  Panhandle  "  of  West 
Virginia,  near  one  of  the  extremities  of  the  oblong  trough,  and 
to  flow  nearly  along  but  a  little  west  of  its  central  line,  we 
shall  have  exposures  of  all  the  strata  from  the  northern  margin 
to  the  highest  bed  of  the  series,  those  only  excepted  which, 
forming  the  very  innermost  and  uppermost  of  the  concentric 
strata,  present  their  western  margin  to  the  east  of  the  valley 
of  the  river.  These,  as  is  really  the  fact,  would  be  found 
capping  the  hills  at  some  distance  eastward  of  the  river,  and 
presenting  both  their  eastern  and  western  margins  on  the  Vir- 
ginia side." 
I.  The  Ohio  Siver  District. — To  complete  the  application  of 
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this  rude  analogy  to  that  portion  of  the  great  trough  of  coal- 
hearing  strata  through  which  the  Ohio  flows,  the  var)'ing 
developments  of  the  rocks  caused  by  its  frequent  and  important 
changes  of  direction  claim  also  to  be  considered.  If,  while 
flowing  through  the  highest  or  innermost  of  the  strata  accessible 
in  its  general  course,  and  thus  pursuing  a  direction  nearly  from 
northeast  to  southwest,  it  should  be  diverted  from  this  line  so 
as  to  take  a  direction  toward  the  west  or  northwest,  it  is  obvious 
that  this  would  lead  it  away  from  the  inner  and  higher  strata, 
and  carry  it  across  some  of  the  subjacent  beds ;  while  a  change 
in  the  opposite  direction  would  convey  it  into  still  higher  strata 
lying  to  the  east,  and,  if  continued  for  a  sufficient  distance, 
might  carry  it  through  them  to  pass  into  the  Eastern  or  "West 
Virginia  sections  of  the  lower  strata.  It  is  thus  that  the 
river  in  that  part  of  its  course  extending  from  near  the  north- 
west corner  of  Tyler  County  to  the  bend  a  little  above  Marietta, 
flowing  nearly  in  the  central  line  of  the  trough,  exposes  only 
the  upper  strata,  but,  bending  toward  the  northwest  as  it  ap- 
proaches Marietta,  it  displays  strata  a  little  lower — and  thence, 
pursuing  a  direction  nearly  parallel  with  that  tirst  mentioned, 
it  passes  Parkersburg  in  a  line  several  miles  west  of  what  may 
be  regarded  as  the  axis  of  the  trough,  still  continuing  to  display 
nearly  the  same  rocks  as  are  met  mth  at  Marietta,  until,  by 
another  and  more  important  flexure  to  the  northwest  below 
Letart's  Falls,  it  plunges  more  deeply  still  into  the  strata  west 
of  the  middle  of  the  trough,  bringing  to  light,  in  a  position 
sufficiently  elevated  above  the  river  to  be  productively  mined, 
the  important  coal-seam  wrought  on  the  Ohio  side,  and  known 
as  Pomeroy's  Seam,  Continuing  with  numerous  flexures  its 
general  southwestern  course  as  far  as  Burlington,  and  keeping 
very  nearly  in  the  same  rocks,  the  coal  of  which  is  again  exposed 
below  Galhpolis,  it  bends  around  to  take  a  direction  bearing  it 
across  the  western  portion  of  the  basin,  after  which  traversing 
in  succession  lower  and  lower  strata  of  the  coal-measures,  and 
presenting  a  noble  development  of  rich  coal-seams  and  iron- 
ores  on  the  Ohio  and  Kentucky  sides,  it  emerges  from  the 
basin  near  Portsmouth,  and  pursues  its  way  through  the  Appa- 
lachian strata  lying  to  the  west. 

In  a  subsequent  report,  Prof.  Eogers  again  had  occasion  to 
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refer  to  the  strata  displayed  on  the  Ohio  Eiver,  from  the  Little 
Beaver  River,  in  Pennsylvania,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Sandy, 
at  the  Kentucky  line.  As  it  is  an  important  locality,  this  ac- 
count is  also  given.  At  the  northern  extremity,  near  the 
mouth  of  Little  Beaver,  the  Ohio  Biver  flows  in  the  inferior 
part  of  the  lower  coal-group,  the  outcrop  of  which  is  farther 
toward  the  north.  Descending  the  river  from  this  point  to 
the  mouth  of  Fishing  Creek,  the  dip  of  the  rocks  is  toward  the 
Bouth.  Throughout  this  distance,  the  course  of  the  stream  de- 
viates but  little  to  the  west  or  south,  while  the  principal  diame- 
ter or  axis  of  the  great  coal-basin,  having  a  direction  more 
nearly  approaching  to  northeast  and  southwest,  is  prolonged 
from  its  northwestern  termination  in  Pennsylvania,  in  a  direc- 
tion lying  to  the  east  of  this  reach  of  the  Ohio.  The  river  is 
thus  made  to  approach  this  central  line  as  it  descends  toward 
Fishing  Creek,  and  is  there  near  but  a  little  west  of  the  axis  or 
centre  of  the  basin.  Below  this  point,  assuming  a  direction  more 
toward  the  west,  it  continues  to  flow  nearly  parallel  with  the 
axis,  though  a  little  west,  as  far  as  the  bend  below  Mill  Creek, 
in  Jackson  County.  It  now,  by  a  sudden  turn,  penetrates  some 
distance  into  the  western  side  of  the  basin,  and,  the  rocks  hav- 
ing a  dip  toward  the  axis,  that  is,  toward  the  southeast,  the 
strata,  which,  during  its  previous  course,  were  buried  below  its 
bed,  are  now  seen  in  succession  emerging  to  the  surface.  Re- 
suming its  southwesterly  course  at  Kerr's  Run,  and  preserving 
that  general  direction  as  far  as  Guyandotte,  it  continues  to  ex- 
pose nearly  the  same  strata,  appertaining  to  the  western  side  of 
the  basin,  throughout  the  whole  distance.  Then,  bending  away 
to  the  west,  it  enters  the  lower  coal-group  about  three  miles 
above  the  month  of  Big  Sandy,  on  the  southern  boundary  of 
"West  Virginia,  whence,  taking  a  northwesterly  direction,  it 
passes  directly  across  the  western  side  of  the  basin,  and  finally, 
a  few  miles  above  Portsmouth,  in  Ohio,  passes  beyond  its  mar- 
gin. It  is  obvious,  from  the  sketch,  of  the  general  directions  of 
the  Ohio  in  its  passage  longitudinally  through  the  basin,  that 
it  presents  a  line  of  observation  of  great  interest,  comprising 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  strata  of  the  coal-measures. 
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'ion  of  the  Coal-'beari'ng  Mocks  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, and  their  Seams  of  Coal. 

Prof.  Kogers  gives  the  following  description  of  the  first  of 
the  series  of  roeks  immediately  associated  with  the  slates,  sand- 
stones, limestones,  and  coal-seams,  comprehended  under  the 
denomination  of  the  "  coal-rocks."  This  formation,  strongly 
contrasted,  in  its  general  aspect  and  composition,  with  those 
which  lie  immediately  beneath,  consists  of  a  gronp  of  whitish 
or  light-gray  sandstones,  generally  of  a  coarse  texture,  and  com- 
prising heavy  beds  of  conglomerate,  usually  conspicuous  for  the 
white,  round  pebbles  of  which  it  is  mainly  composed. 

The  same  coarse  rock,  with  its  attendant  pebbles,  is  found, 
in  a  similar  geological  position,  on  the  backbone  of  the  Alle- 
ghany and  on  the  Cheat  Mountain,  and  Laurel  Hill,  as  well  as 
several  other  minor  ridges.  It  is  also  well  displayed  on  the 
summit  of  the  Big  Sewell,  and  various  knobs  and  ridges  of  the 
adjacent  region,  and  forms  the  nearly-level  capping  of  the  Blue 
Stone  Mountain  and  its  continuation  farther  to  the  southwest. 
Everywhere  along  the  margin  of  the  great  eoal-rcgion,  this  for- 
mation may  be  seen  marking  the  transition  from  the  upper 
member  of  the  lower  series  of  rocks  to  the  widely-expanded 
groups  of  strata  with  which  the  coal-seams  are  associated.  It  is 
not,  however,  to  be  inferred  that  at  all  points  it  displays  the 
same  conspicuous  conglomeritic  structure,  or  is  developed  to 
the  same  thickness,  for  in  both  these  particulars  it  presents  fre- 
quent and  important  fluctuations,  passing  from  a  mere  mass  of 
large  romided  pebbles  cemented  by  siliceous  matter,  chiefly  at 
their  points  of  contact,  to  a  conglomerate  of  shot-like  gravel, 
and  thence  to  a  coarse  and  in  some  cases  to  a  fine  sandstone,  of 
even  and  compact  texture,  and  in  thickness  varying  from  a  thou- 
sand, and  perhaps  more,  to  a  hundred  or  even  less  than  a  hundred 
feet.  Nor  in  all  cases  does  it  throughout  maintain  the  character 
of  a  purely  siliceous  rock,  for  instances  occur  in  which  bands  of 
slaty  sandstone,  and  even  bituminous  slate,  accompanied  by 
one  or  more  seams  of  coal,  are  included  between  the  coarser 
and  more  massive  strata  of  the  formation.  Tet,  with  all  these 
variations,  the  general  characters  of  the  group,  as  above  de- 
scribed, are  sufficiently  definite  to  enable  the  practised  observer 


Hosted  by 


Google 


THE  CONGLOMEEATB. 


276 


to  recognize  it  when  it  appears,  and  its  features  usually  are  so 
well  marked  that  a  glance  is  auificient  for  this  purpose. 

The  series  of  strata  above  the  conglomerate,  by  which  this 
vast  surface  is  overspread,  observe  a  regular  order  of  superposi- 
tion, and  naturally  arrange  themselves  into  four  great  groups  : 

1.  The  first  or  lowest  of  these  groups,  resting  on  the  coarse 
sandstone  or  conglomerate  described  above  as  constituting  the 
floor  upon  which  the  coal-measures  are  outspread,  containing 
several  seams  of  coal,  of  which  generally  one,  and  sometimes 
two  or  three,  are  of  sufScicnt  extent  to  be  of  great  economical 
importance,  may  be  designated  as  the  lower  coal-group.  Occu- 
pying the  zone  next  to  the  margin  of  the  basin,  it  is  sometimes, 
as  on  the  Kanawha,  above  Charleston,  expanded  over  a  wide 
area  by  broad  undulations  of  the  strata ;  and  sometimes,  as 
along  the  western  flank  of  Laurel  Hill,  made  to  disappear  at 
no  great  distance  within  the  basin  by  the  uninterrupted  and 
somewhat  rapid  dip  of  the  strata  toward  the  northwest.  The 
rocks  comprehended  in  this  group,  with  the  exception  of  the 
shales  and  slates  immediately  associated  with  the  coal-seams, 
are,  for  the  most  part,  coarse  micaceous  sandstones,  of  a  gray 
and  light-brownish  color,  composing  thick  and  massive  layers, 
but  little  blended  with  softer  shaly  strata ;  with  these  are  asso- 
ciated beds  of  limestone,  and  the  most  important  seams  of  iron- 
ore  met  with  in  the  coal-measures. 

2.  JText  above,  we  have  a  series  of  strata  comprising  red- 
dish and  bluish  shales  and  slates,  and  gray,  bluish,  and  brown 
micaceous  sandstone,  destitute  of  coal,  or  containing  very  thin 
seams  of  local  extent.  Beds  of  limestone,  sometimes  numer- 
ous and  important,  are  also  included  in  this  group  in  West 
Tirginia,  and  the  remarkable  black  flint  marking  the  upper 
boundary  of  the  lower  coal-series  on  the  Great  Kanawha  is 
found  toward  its  base.  This  may  be  called  the  Barren  Meas- 
ures, or  lower  shale  and  sandstone  group. 

3.  Still  higher  in  the  series,  and  occupying  a  zone  still 
more  removed  from  the  margin  of  the  basin,  we  have  a  group 
consisting  of  gray,  brownish,  and  greenish  micaceous  sand- 
stones, reddish  and  greenish  shales,  and  beds  of  limestone,  in 
some  districts  of  great  thickness,  together  with  several  seams 
of  coal,  and,  more  especially,  the  great  seam,  which  shows  it- 
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aelf  BO  extensively  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pittsburg,  Wheel- 
ing, Brownsville,  Morgantown,  Clarksburg,  Poeotaligo  Creek, 
and  other  points  in  this  coal-region.  To  this  series  of  strata 
we  may  give  the  name  of  the  upper  coal-group. 

4,  Resting  upon  this,  we  find  an  extensive  series  of  rocks 
consisting  of  gray  micaceous  and  felspathic  sandstones,  together 
with  reddish  and  greenish  shales,  more  or  less  calcareous,  and 
containing  occasionally  thin  beds  of  limestone,  but  entirely 
destitute  of  coal.  This,  overspreading  the  central  portions  of 
the  basin,  comprises  the  highest  strata  of  our  great  western 
coal-measures,  and  may  be  termed  the  upper  shale  and  sand- 
stone group.     No  Permian  fossils  hare  been  found. 

n.  Section  of  the  Three  Lower  Oroups  across  the  Mononga- 
hela  Valley, 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  Prof.  Rogers's  detailed  section 
of  the  various  beds  of  rock  and  coal-seams  included  in  the  lower 
coal-group,  the  Barren  Measures,  and  the  upper  coal-group, 
taken  on  a  line  running  across  the  northern  part  of  the  State, 
commencing  at  the  base  of  Laurel  Hill,  of  Virginia,  the  Chest- 
nut Kidge,  of  Pennsylvania,  following  the  course  of  Decker's 
Creek  to  its  mouth,  thence  pursuing  the  Monongahela  Eiver  to 
the  mouth  of  Scott's  Kun,  and  continuing  up  that  run  to  the 
termination  of  the  section.  From  what  has  frequently  been  said 
in  regard  to  the  mutability  of  the  strata,  as  prolonged  from  place 
to  place,  the  following  section  cannot  be  looked  upon  as  indi- 
cating exactly  the  thickness  and  character  of  the  different  beds, 
as  displayed  in  a  vertical  section  at  any  one  locality.  It  will, 
however,  furnish  a  useful  picture  of  the  general  features  of  the 
different  groups  of  strata,  which  usually  preserve  some  predomi- 
nant character  over  a  wide  area,  and  it  will  also  exempHfy  the 
extraordinary  mineral  wealth  of  the  fertile  valley  of  the  Monon- 
gahela in  general.  It  will  be  remembered,  however,  that  North- 
em  Virginia  having  the  upper  coal-measures  finely  developed, 
the  lower  coal-series,  as  here  represented,  is  far  inferior  to  the 
magnificent  display  of  that  group  farther  south,  along  the  Great 
Kanawha  and  some  of  its  branches.  This  section,  probably, 
does  not  do  justice  to  the  coal-beds  of  the  lower  group.  The 
series  of  coal-rocks  is  given  in  the  ascending  order,  from  the 
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Up,  the  letters  teing  now  added  to  designate  the 
coal-seamB  in  Pennsylvania : 
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The  coals  in  the  Barren  Measures  attain  gi^eater  importance 
along  this  line  than  at  any  other  place  in  this  State,  There  are 
eleven  bands  of  limestone,  in  all  24  feet,  impure,  but  yielding 
lime  for  agricultural  and  building  purposes. 
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A  glance  at  any  map  of  "West  Virginia  will  serve  to  sliow 
that  the  Greenbrier,  the  Gauley,  the  Little  Kanawha,  the  Mo- 
nongahela,  and  its  great  branches,  the  Cheat  River  and  Tygart's 
Valley  River,  and  the  north  fork  of  the  South  Branch  of  the 
Potomac  River,  all  take  their  rise  from  the  highlanda  at  the 
head  of  the  same  valley,  and,  from  the  opposite  eonrees  wbieli 
they  pursue,  we  are  led  to  conclude  that  the  dividing  ridge  at 
the  head  of  these  streams  in  the  eastern  central  part  of  West 
Virginia,  in  Randolph  County  and  those  adjoining  it,  is  the 
highest  land  west  and  north  of  the  Alleghany  range.  Between 
the  head-branches  of  several  of  these  streams  are  considerable 
tracts  of  glade  or  table  lands,  affording  tolerably  level  country, 
covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  forest-tree^.  Also  similar 
tracts  occur  farther  west,  between  the  head-branches  of  the 
Gauley,  the  Elk,  and  the  western  forks  of  the  Monongahela. 

Every  thing  bespeaks  "West  Virginia  to  have  been  originally 
an  expanded  plain  which  was  afterward  gently  tilted  on  the 
east  side  from  the  horizontal  position,  so  that  its  surface  and 
the  body  of  rocks  beneath  were  made  to  decline  with  a  slight  hut 
very  uniform  depression  very  gently  toward  the  northwest  to 
the  valley  of  the  Ohio,  The  great  inequalities  of  surface  were 
,  evidently  caused  by  the  furrowing  action  of  a  mighty  and  de- 
vastating rush  of  waters,  which,  by  a  rapid  draining,  scooped 
out  enormous  valleys.  The  parallel  position  of  the  strata  keeps 
the  coal-seams  near  the  surface  over  enormously  wide  spaces  of 
country,  while  the  great  depth  of  the  valleys  exposes  them  to 
the  day  under  positions,  for  mining,  the  easiest  imaginable. 

In  this  elevating  process,  which  may  have  occurred  repeat- 
edly, and  the  retreat  of  the  ocean  as  it  ploughed  out  the  present 
deep  valleys  of  the  Potomac,  the  Monongahela,  the  Little  and 
Great  Kanawha,  and  the  great  tributaries  of  the  latter,  the 
Greenbrier,  Gauley,  etc.,  it  is  evident  that  the  elevated  summit 
in  Randolph  County,  near  the  east  side  of  the  State,  was  a  com- 
mon point  of  departure  for  the  ocean-currents,  and  this  divides 
the  State,  from  this  central  point,  into  natural  divisions  like 
rude  segments  of  a  semicircle,  which  it  will  be  convenient  for  us 
to  take  up  and  describe  in  order,  beginning  on  the  northeast 
or  Maryland  side,  and  proceeding  westward,  and  thence  south- 
ward.    Bearing  in  mind  the  description  previously  given  of 
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Maryland,  west  of  the  Ouniberland  region,  we  have  first  in 
going  westward  the  Potomac  coal-basin  of  West  Virginia, 
which,  crossing  Maryland,  is  represented  in  Pennsylvania  only 
by  the  northeastern  end  in  Somerset  County,  lying  east  of  our 
six  great  coal-hasins. 

Within  this  basin,  as  trenched  by  the  north  branch  of  the 
Potomac,  the  lofty  hills  of  the  Virginia  as  well  as  the  Mary- 
land side  expose  to  view  at  various  points  in  Hampshire  Coun- 
ty the  several  coal-seams  of  the  lower  coal-series,  as  well  as  the 
most  valuable  of  the  upper  coal-aeries,  being  the  great  Pitts- 
burg or  Cumberland  seam  H,  which  here  attains  a  thickness  of 
li  feet  of  pure  coal,  and  occurs  1,000  or  1,300  feet  above  tlie 
river,  with  other  good  seams  above  this,  one  of  them  six  feet 
thick.  It  is  a  semi-bituminous  coal,  as  is  the  case  with  all  the 
Beams  of  this  and  the  other  basins  near  the  eastern  margin  of 
the  coal-region. 

"West  of  the  Potomac  or  Cumberland  basin  occur  also  two 
other  basins  called  by  Eogera  the  middle  and  western  basins, 
containing  two  seams  of  coal,  but  they  seem  to  be  only  of  local 
importance.  What  is  called  the  first  sub-basin  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vanian  survey,  included  between  the  axes  of  the  Alleghany  and 
Negro  Mountain,  next  occurs  in  going  westward,  but  it  is,  in 
West  Virginia,  only  a  shallow  basin,  occupied  by  the  lower  for- 
mation, and  in  which  the  coal-measures  are  not  to  be  found, 
although  it  expands  and  deepens  in  a  northwest  direction,  and 
becomes  very  important  through  Pennsylvania.  In  Virginia,  it 
is  a  wide  region  of  broken  and  lofty  hills  traversed  by  the 
Cheat  Eiver.  Lesley,  in  his  Manual,  reports  the  existence  of 
the  sub-conglomerate  coal-seams  on  the  Toughiogheny  and 
Cheat  Eivers,  in  Northern  Virginia,  and  at  Augusta  Springs, 
in  Middle  Vir^ia. 

The  next  in  a  northwest  direction,  or  Kingwood  basin,  is  a 
narrow,  important  basin.  At  Kingwood  the  basin  is  six  miles 
wide,  but  it  is  much  wider  at  Evansville.  It  has  at  least  three 
seams  of  coal  that  are  known,  two  of  which  are  worked,  the 
middle  one  being  three  feet,  and  the  upper  two  and  a  half  to 
three  feet  thick. 

The  next  or  Preston  basin  is  bounded  on  the  western  side 
by  the  Chestnut  Eidge  of  Pennsylvania,  which  is  called  the 
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Laurel  Eidge  in  Virginia.  The  Pre8ton  and  Kingwood  IjasinB 
are  both  aubdivisions  of  the  second  basin  of  Pennsylvania,  which, 
as  it  extends  southward  into  West  Virginia,  is  divided  into  two 
by  the  development  of  an  anticlinal  axis  which  is  called  the 
Preston  axis.  Each  of  these  basins  is  about  four  miles  wide. 
The  coal-seams  are  of  variable  thickness,  sometimes  as  much  as 
seven  or  eight  feet  thick. 

The  broad,  elevated  tract,  extending  under  the  names  of 
Chestnut  Kidge  in  Pennsylvania,  and  Laurel  Hill  in  Virginia, 
near  the  line,  between  Preston  and  Monongalia  Counties,  is  the 
last  of  the  important  axes  met  with  in  this  part  of  both  States. 
Following  it  southwest,  the  dips  of  the  rocks  on  both  sides  of 
the  ridge  are  seen  rapidly  becoming  less,  and  the  axis  becomes 
flattened  out,  the  lower  rocks  previously  exposed  on  its  back 
become  buried  from  view,  and  the  ridge  itself  is  entirely  lost  in 
the  general  level  of  the  country.  Near  the  head  of  Field's  Creek, 
&  tributary  of  Three  Forks,  there  Js  no  mountain,  but  only  a 
gentle  roll  or  broad  wrinkle  in  the  coal-measures.    ■ 

This  second  basin  of  the  Pennsylvania  sun-ey  crosses  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  near  Three  Forks  Creek,  nine  miles 
east  of  Grafton.  In  a  report  on  the  iron-ore  and  coal-deposits 
of  this  locality,  Prof.  J.  P.  Lesley  ^ves  the  following  descrip- 
tion : 

"  The  principal  sandrock,  and  that  one  which  makes  the 
strongest  mark  on  the  shape  of  the  hills,  lies  everywhere  at  an 
elevation  of  about  400  feet  above  the  beds  of  the  streams,  and 
is  doubtless  the  Mahoning  sandstone  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Survey ;  a  rock  traceable  from  the  npper  waters  of  the  "West 
Branch  Susquehanna,  throughout  Western  Pennsylvania, 
Eastern  Ohio,  and  West  Virginia,  far  into  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee. It  is  the  top  limit  of  the  lower  coal  system.  Above 
it  were  deposited  from  500  to  700  feet  of  Barren  ifeasnres ;  and 
on  these  again  an  Upper  Coal  System.  In  some  regions  these 
rocks  are  still  to  be  seen.  But  from  other  and  more  extensive 
districts  they  have  been  slowly  dissolved  and  washed  away, 
carrying  with  them  of  course  the  great  Pittsburg  or  Westmore- 
land bed.  This  is  the  simple  explanation  of  its  absence  above 
Connellsville,  in  the  Youghiogheny  Valley  and  on  Castleman's 
Eiver,  until  one  reaches  Salisbury,  in  Somerset  County,  where 
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a  patcli  remains.  There  is  also  a  small  ribbon  of  it  left  at  the 
top  of  a  narrow  hill,  in  tbe  centre  of  the  Ligonier  Valley,  south 
of  New  Florence,  on  the  Pennsylvania  Railway. 

"  The  Ligonier  Valley  lies  between  two  niountaina,  called 
Laurel  Hill  at  Johnstown,  and  Chestnut  Hill  at  Blairsville. 
The  valley  between  them  extends  with  remarkable  straightnees 
and  regularity  south-southwest  for  many  miles,  beyond  the 
"West  Virginia  State  line,  and  beyond  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Railway.  Kewburg  lies  exactly  on  its  centre  line,  just  as 
New  Florence  does.  And  as  there  has  been  left  a  patch  of  the 
Pittsburg  bed,  in  a  high  hill-top,  on  the  centre  line  of  the 
Ligonier  Valley,  south  of  New  Florence,  so  at  Newburg  small 
fragments  of  the  Pittsburg  bed  remain  in  the  centre  of  the 
valley,  at  the  tops  of  a  series  of  knobs.  It  is  here  15  feet  thick. 
An  inclined  plane  ascends  the  first  knob  south  of  the  town,  the 
coal  from  which  has  been  already  mined  out.  Trestle-work 
carries  this  railway  five  miles  southward  to  the  other  knobs, 
into  which  gangways  have  been  opened.  Still  farther  south 
the  bed  is  said  to  spread  out  more  widely ;  and  there  may  be 
an  extensive  mining-field  in  that  direction.  But  the  country 
is  stUl  covered  with  forest,  and,  to  open  it  up,  a  railway  along 
the  Monongahela  Kiver,  and  across  the  divides  leading  to  the 
Greenbrier,  is  projected. 

"Newburg,  being  on  the  central  axis  of  the  Ligonier 
Valley  coal-basin,  with  fragments  of  the  Pittsburg  bed  in  the 
tops  of  the  highest  knobs,  it  follows,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that 
the  hills  about  Newburg  are  composed  of  those  Barren-Measure, 
rocks  which  underlie  the  Pittsburg  bed.  It  follows,  also,  that, 
the  beds  of  the  lower  coal  system  beneath  the  Barren  Measures, 
rise  slowly  from  under  these  central  hills,  and  appear  at  rail- 
road grade  at  the  coal-mines  two  miles  east  of  Newburg  ;  and 
again  at  railroad  grade  two  miles  west  of  it,  approaching  Three 
Forks  Creek. 

"  The  Three  Forks  Creek  flows  over  a  sand-roet  stratum 
400  feet  lower  in  the  series  of  coal-measures  than  the  "Mahoning 
sandstone.  Just  underneath  this  lower  sand-rock  lies  the  prin- 
cipal coal-bed  of  the  lower  coal  system,  a  bed  of  fine  quality 
and  considerable  thickness.  Where  the  sand-rock  is  worn  away, 
natural  rock-dams,  furnishing  fine  mill-power,  cross  the  bed  of 
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the  etream,  which  ia  then  made  of  the  coal-bed  itself.  Some- 
times the  stream  falls  a  little  faster,  or  a  little  slower  than  the 
dip  of  the  coal-bed ;  and,  in  proportion  as  this  happens,  the 
coal-bed  gets  a  few  feet  tinder  water-level,  or  crops  out  on  the 
hiil-sides  a  few  feet  above  it.  Advantage  of  the  latter  state  of 
things  has  heen  taken  at  the  cobe-yard,  and  a  gangway  opened, 
by  which  coal  is  deHvered  directly  upon  the  coke-piles.  Two 
slight  changes  in  the  dip  throw  up  the  coal  (with  the  rocka 
above  and  below  it)  several  yards. 

"  This  low-lying  main  coal-bed  ia  eight  or  nine  feet  thick  ; 
but  only  ita  lower  bench,  say  four  feet  thick,  affords  in  all 
placea  first-quality  coal.  The  upper  benches  of  the  bed  are 
therefore,  for  the  present,  rejected.  But,  if  mined  on  an  ex- 
tensive scale,  the  whole  of  the  bed  can  be  utilized.  Its  almost 
horizontal  posture  and  its  regularity  give  it  great  value ;  and, 
as  it  spreads  underneath  all  the  hills  at  or  near  water-level,  the 
quantity  is  practically  exbaustless.  It  makes  a  clean,  even, 
silvery  coke,  Bufficiently  hard  to  bear  the  heaviest  burden  in 
the  hlast-fumace." 


The  Cf^ef  Coal-Meaawea  in  West  Ylrgima. 

Aa  the  upper  coal-measures  now  occur  and  cover  the  western 
part  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia,  it  will  give  the  reader  a* 
better  general  idea  of  this  part  of  the  State  to  describe  the  out- 
crop line  of  the  Pittsburg  seam  of  coal  aa  given  by  H.  D. 
Ilogera.  Beginning  where  it  leaves  the  State  of  Ohio  on  the 
south,  crossing  the  Ohio  Kiver  near  BurUngton  between  the 
mouth  of  the  Sandy  and  Guyandotte  Eivera,  it  curves  rapidly 
toward  the  eaat,  and  sweeps  across  the  Guyandotte  near  the 
f^lls  of  the  river,  taking  a  nearly  due  east  course  thence  to  the 
Great  Kanawha  Talley,  which  it  passes  at  the  mouth  of  Poco- 
taligo  Creek,  below  Charleston.  Before  reaching  the  Kanawha 
it  turns  north  and  pursues  an  undulating  northeast  direction, 
parallel  to  the  general  course  of  the  Elk  River  as  far  as  Sutton 
in  Braxton  County.  From  Elk  Kiver  its  general  course  is 
north-northeast  to  the  Pennsylvania  line,  in  an  excessively 
winding  course,  in  consequence  of  the  deeply-excavated  char- 
acter of  the  high,  sloping  tahle-land  through  which  it  meanders 
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east  of  the  Monongahela  Eiver.  In  this  part  of  its  course  it 
traverses  Braxton,  Lewis,  Barbour,  Taylor,  and  Monongalia 
Counties,  and  runs  along  the  western  slope  of  the  range  of 
highlands  linown  in  Virginia  as  Laurel  Hill.  In  connection 
with  this  eastern  rim  of  the  basin  of  the  upper  coal-measures  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind,  as  before  mentioned,  that  it  extends 
into  Ohio,  and  the  central  or  deepest  part  of  this  great  basin 
coincides  nearly  with  the  "  Long  Eeaeh "  of  the  Ohio  Kiver 
between  Marietta,  Ohio,  which  is  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mus- 
kingum Itiver,  and  the  mouth  of  the  Fishing  Creek,  and  that 
it  covers  "the  Panhandle,"  or  three  northern  counties  of  West 
Virginia  between  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania.  Each  of  the  seams 
of  overlying  coal-beds  must  occupy  successively  a  less  and  less 
extent,  and  the  coal-beds  of  the  lower  coal-measures  must  un- 
derlie the  whole  of  this  vast  area  at  a  greater  or  less  depth 
beneath,  the  general  dip  of  the  strata  being  -westerly.  The 
Pittsburg  seam  thins  out  near  the  south  end  of  the  great  oval 
basin,  which  it  occupies  to  a  thickness  of  little  more  than  three 
feet,  but  it  would  appear  that,  in  this  portion  of  the  field  on  the 
Ohio  side,  the  Pbmeroy  seam,  which  is  the  lower  one  of  the 
upper  coal-measures,  from  its  size,  quaHty,  and  facilities  for 
mining,  becomes  very  important. 

These  upper  coal-measures,  and  the  upper  Barren  Measures 
above  them,  are  drained  by  the  Monongahela  Eiver,  flowing 
northward,  the  Little  Kanawha,  running  westward,  and  by  the 
lower  portion  of  the  Great  Kanawha  and  Guyandotte  Eivers. 
West  of  the  Laurel  Hill  the  upper  coal-measures  soon  disappear, 
owing  to  the  rapid  dip  of  the  strata  toward  the  northwest. 

The  line  just  described  as  the  boundary  of  the  Pittsburg 
seam  of  coal  is  evidently  well  defined  on  the  ground,  and 
governs  the  topographical  features  of  the  country.  The  sur- 
veyed line  of  the  West  Virginia  Eailroad  from  Grafton  to 
Charleston  conforms  to  it  strictly  in  all  its  windinge,  through 
the  counties  of  Taylor,  Barbour,  Upshur,  and  Braxton,  running 
on  the  lower  coal-measures  a  little  east  of  the  edge  of  the 
Pittsburg  bed.  Thence  from  Suttonville  to  Charleston  the 
proposed  railroad  follows  the  valley  of  the  Elk  River,  which,  as 
before  described,  pursues  a  course  parallel  to  the  line  of  the 
Pittsburg  bed  and  the  upper  coal-measures,  to  the  westward 
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the  drainage  being  all  into  the  Ohio,  while  east  of  this  line  it 
is  all  into  the  Kanawha. 

The  Pittsburg  Seam. — Considered  in  regard  to  its  thick- 
ness and  the  quality  of  the  coal,  as  well  as  the  extensive  area 
on  which  it  ia  found,  and  the  facility  with  which  it  can  be 
mined  and  conveyed  to  market,  this  is  unquestionably  the  most 
valuable  seam  in  the  coal-measures,  either  in  Virginia  or 
Pennsylvania.  It  is  extensively  exposed  in  the  valley  of  the 
Monongahela  from  a  point  some  distance  above  Clarksburg  to 
the  Pennsylvania  State  line,  and,  by  careful  tracings  as  well  as 
extensive  mining  in  both  States,  it  is  proved  to  be  identical  with 
that  which  is  so  largely  developed  in  the  vicinity  of  Pittsburg. 
It  constitutes  the  main  seam  displayed  in  tlie  hills  at  Wheeling, 
while,  prolonged  from  the  upper  part  of  tlie  Monongahela 
Valley,  it  crosses  the  Little  Kanawha  near  Leading  Creek,  dis- 
plays itself  on  the  Great  Kanawha  below  the  mouth  of  the  Poeo- 
taligo,  and  southwest  of  this  latter  stream  it  is  continued  to  the 
■Big  Sandy  on  the  Kentucky  line. 

In  Northern  Virginia  the  most  eastern  outcrop  of  this  seam 
in  the  main  body  of  its  area  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  south- 
east of  Morgantown,  where  it  lies  between  400  and  500  feet 
above  the  Monongahela  Eiver,  dipping  gently  toward  the 
northwest ;  and  at  the  mouth  of  Scott's  Eun,  three  miles 
farther  northwest,  it  is  reduced  to  about  170  feet,  having  an 
inclination  of  about  75  feet  to  the  mile.  It  sinks  below  the 
bed  of  Scott's  Run,  about  a  mile  above  its  mouth.  Near 
Morgantown  it  varies  in  thickness  from  6J  to  8  feet.  At 
Scott's  Eun  the  main  seam  is  9J  feet  thick,  with  two  small 
seams  in  the  bitnminous  shales  overhead. 

Coed-seam  K,  or  No.  24  of  the  upper  eoal-group,  is  the 
highest  workable  seam  met  with  in  any  part  of  the  great  coal- 
basin  either  in  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  or  Ohio.  Even  this, 
over  a  large  portion  of  the  basin,  is  comparatively  thin  and 
unimportant,  and  appears  to  attain  its  greatest  development  west 
of  the  Monongahela,  near  the  line  of  this  section,  and  on  the 
Ohio  Eiver,  at  some  points  between  Pishing  Creek  and  Middle 
Island. 

Above  No.  26,  the  highest  strata  on  the  section  are  a  few 
beds  of  sandstone  and  shale,  together  with  one  or  more  incon- 


Hosted  by 


Google 


MONONGAHELA  VALLEY.  283 

siderable  seams  of  coal,  and  perhaps  a  layer  of  limestone. 
There  are,  in  all,  nine  layers  of  limestone  in  the  upper  coal- 
group,  mf^ng  a  total  thickness  of  50  feet.  The  following  is  a 
summary  of  the  coal-seams  of  the  upper  eoal-group  along  this 
section ; 

First,  or  Pittaburg  seam H.  (No.  1.)  B  feet. 

Second,  or  RedsWne  Beam L  (No.  4.)   3^  " 

Third,  or  Sawietley      "      J.  (No.  11,)  OJ^  " 

Fourth,  Wajnesburg.    "    E.  (No.  24.)  7      " 

Total  coal  in  upper  coal-group 25     " 

Showing  in  a  striking  manner  the  ample  material  resources 
of  this  highly-fevored  portion  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia. 


of  the  Monongakela  YaUey. 

This  valley  occupies  a  space  of  about  180  miles  in  length, 
by  60  or  80  in  breadth,  in  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia, 
and  lies  between  the  Alleghany  Mountains  and  their  collateral 
ranges  on  the  east  and  the  Ohio  Eiver  on  the  west.  Its 
general  direction  is  north  and  south,  with  a  rapid  declination 
from  its  southern  borders  to  its  northern  extremity.  The 
waters  of  the  Monongahela  pursue  a  course  directly  opposite  to 
that  of  the  Ohio,  and  some  of  its  southern  branches  take  their 
rise  in  the  most  elevated  lands  west  and  north  of  the  Appa- 
lachian ranges.  The  lofty  peaks  of  the  Cheat  Mountain  rise  to 
not  less  than  2,800  feet  above  the  level  of  the  ocean,  and  more 
than  2,000  above  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  at  the  month  of  the 
Muskingum.  The  head-branches  of  the  Monongahela  rise  di- 
rectly opposite  the  outlet  of  the  latter  river,  in  a  southeast  direc- 
tion, at  the  distance  of  only  about  80  miles,  and  run  a  distance 
of  not  less  than  600  miles  before  reaching  this  spot.  The 
sides  of  the  valley  are  formed  on  the  east  by  the  Laurel  and 
Cheat  Mountaii  ranges,  and  on  the  west  by  the  high  ground 
which  lies  between  it  and  the  Ohio  Eiver.  Proceeding  from 
the  outlet  of  the  valley  southerly,  the  face  of  the  country  is 
composed  of  broad  hills,  of  an  elevation  of  400  to  500  feet,  not 
placed  in  regular  ranges,  but  scattered  in  disorder,  and  ap- 
parently taking  their  direction  from  the  water-courses  as  they 
fall  into  the  main  stream  in  the  centre  of  the  vaUey.      The 
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same  formation  of  hills  continues  on  the  westerly  side  of  tlie 
valley  of  the  river,  while  on  the  easterly  it  soon  reaches  the 
spurs  of  the  Lanrel  and  Cheat  Mountains,  and  rises  into  lofty 
eminences  with  more  regularity  in  their  arrangement.  The 
whole  face  of  the  country  becomes  elevated,  and  between  the 
ranges  of  moontainB  we  meet  with  long  but  narrow  strips  of 
level  land,  here  called  "  Glades."  They  in  some  respects  re- 
semble the  prairies  of  the  West,  being  clothed  with  a  scanty 
growth  of  fgresttrees  and  shrubs,  but  with  a  rich  vegetable 
soil.  They  were,  without  doubt,  once  the  beds  of  lakes,  and 
have  uniformly  a  stream  of  water  passing  through  their  deepest 
portions.  The  table-lands  of  Mexico  are  here  represented  in 
miniature.  This  broken,  hilly  country  is  continued  throughout 
the  whole  region,  watered  bj  the  ifonongahela  and  its  tributary " 
streams.  Some  tracts  of  level  land  are  found  between  the 
branches  of  the  western  fork  of  the  river  as  it  approaches  the 
waters  of  the  Little  and  Great  Kanawha. 

On  this  northwestern  side  of  the  Alleghany  range  the  for- 
mations abound  in  sand  and  clay  as  their  materials.  The 
streams  are  turbid  and  tortuous  in  their  courses,  and  as  they 
descend  into  the  valley  they  become  slow  in  their  progress. 
The  springs  are  few  and  small,  and  readily  affected  by  the 
droughts  of  summer.  The  hills  are  irregular  in  their  height, 
and  in.  their  arrangement  unlike  the  regular  continuous  par- 
allel ranges  on  the  east  side  of  the  Alleghany,  but  they  are 
generally  very  fertile,  covered  with  a  rich  soil  to  their  very 
summits,  and  produce  a  luxuriant  vegetation,  such  as  is  found 
only  on  rich  alluvions,  and  they  are  invariably  clothed  with 
forest-trees  of  the  most  lofty  height.' 

Two  or  three  of  the  coal-beds  above  water-level  are  from  6 
to  10  feet  thick ;  and  one  near  Clarksburg,  100  feet  below  the 
surface,  is  said  to  be  11  feet.  These  deposits  continue  to  be 
very  abundant  about  Pittsburg,  the  outlet  of  the  Monongahela 
Valley,  and  spread  out  east  and  west  of  that  city,  and  into 
Ohio,  beyond  Steubenville  and  Wheeling,  as  before  described. 
Dr.  Hildreth  gives  sections  at  Morgantown  where  the  hills  are 
350  to  450  feet  high,  and  where  no  less  than  four  distinct  coal- 
bed  are  found  between  the  tops  of  the  hills  and  the  bed  of  the 

'  Dr.  Hildreth,  in  iSUiman'a  Jounml, 
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nver.  The  lowest  is  in  the  river,  sis  feet  tliiek,  and  of  very 
superior  coal.  The  next  is  30  feet  above,  tliree  feet  thick,  and 
inferior  in  quality.  The  third  is  120  feet  higher,  seven  feet 
thick,  and  of  excellent  quality.  This  is  said  to  be  the  Sewickley 
seam,  and  is  150  feet  above  the  river.  The  upper  seam  is  150 
feet  higher,  six  feet  thick,  and  is  moderately  good.  At  Greens- 
borough,  or  Geneva,  two  miles  south  of  the  Pennsylvania  line, 
is  an  8-feet  seam,  50  feet  above  the  river,  probably  the  Pitts- 
burg bed ;  and  150  feet  higher  is  another,  six  feet  thick,  the 
Waynesburg  bed.  This  section  corresponds  with  what  is  found 
all  along  the  river  for  95  miles,  from  the  State  line  to  Pittsburg. 

On  the  west  or  main  branch  of  the  Monongahela  Kiver,  near 
Clarksburg,  the  section  given  by  Dr.  Hildreth  shows  two  seams 
of  coal,  the  upper  one  10  feet  in  thickness,  sometimes  12  feet, 
generally  of  the  finest  quality,  and  it  is  found  in  exhaustless 
quantities  near  the  Monongahela  River,  from  this  place  to  Pitts- 
burg. The  other  seam,  at  Clarksburg,  is  190  feet  lower,  and  is 
three  feet  thick.  The  thickness  of  the  whole  series  of  visible 
strata  at  Clarksburg  is  393  feet,  which  is  nearly  the  average 
height  of  the  hills  in  the  vicinity,  and  they  continue  at  this 
elevation  for  a  distance  of  many  miles  northward  to  the  vicinity 
of  Brownsville.  As  we  ascend  the  valley  southward  the  de- 
posits of  sandstone-rock  become  of  much  greater  thickness,  and 
the  deposits  of  coal  more  thin,  and  of  inferior  quality.  In  the 
country  south  of  Clarksburg  the  accessible  coal  diminishes 
rapidly  both  in  quantity  and  in  excellence.  In  the  vicinity  of 
this  town  and  north  of  it,  however,  down  the  valley  of  the 
Monongahela,  we  find  one  of  the  richest  and  most  abundant 
deposits  of  coal  in  all  the  valley  of  the  Ohio  and  its  tributaries. 
Little  or  no  coal  is  shipped  above  Brownsville. 

To  ascertain  the  development  to  which  any  coal-region  has 
attained  we  must  refer  to  the  amount  of  its  coal-trade,  and  this 
can  be  best  ascertained  from  the  coal-tonnage  of  its  railroads, 
canals,  and  rivers.  In  bo  thinly  populated  a  region  as  West 
Virginia,  with  but  little  manufacturing  which  consumes  coal, 
the  domestic  consumption  must  be  but  small.  The  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Kailroad  traverses  the  northern  part  of  this  State,  from 
the  Maryland  line  westward  to  Grafton,  and  from  this  point 
there  are  two  branches,  one  westward  to  Parkersburg,  and  the 
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other  northwestward  to  Wheeling.  The  coal-tonnage  for  four 
years- has  been  as  follows:  1868,  165,772  tons  ;  1869,269,158 
tons  ;  1870,  2i8,879  tons ;  and  1871,  189,763  tons.  The  coal 
carried  in  1870  was  received  on  this  road  at  the  following 
places,  and  is  need  for  gas  in  the  Atlantic  cities  : 

Miles  to  BblUmare,  Tuna. 

At  Clacksbui^,  SOI,  on  Packeraburg  route 102,7B1 

At  Fairmont,  302,  on  Wheeling  route TO,BS6 

At  Newburj,  268,  on  main  line 72,668 

AtTunneltou,  260,  on  miun  Une 268 

At  Cairo,  365,  on  Parkersbupg  roate 1,714 

At  Austen 72S 

At  Farkeraburg 337 

TotnJ 248,879 

Clarksburg  and  Fairmont  are  at  the  crossings  of  the  Mo- 
nongahela  Kiver  on  the  two  branches  of  this  railroad.  New- 
bury, 13  miles  east  of  Grafton,  is  on  the  margin  of  the  upper 
coal-measures,  and  Tunnelton  is  on  the  Great  Cheat  Eiver.  No 
coal  is  found  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Eailroad  between  Fair- 
mont and  Moundsville  on  the  Oiiio  Eiver.  It  is  reported  to 
be  400  feet  deep  at  Littleton  and  Belton  stations. 

Cairo  is  in  Eitchie  County,  29  miles  east  of  Parkersburg. 
Here  a  tramroad  leads  southward  to  Hughes  Eiver,  15  miles, 
where  the  Eitchie  mineral,  also  called  Grahamite,  is  procured, 
which  is  sold  in  Baltimore  and  New  York  City  for  gas-making 
purposes.  It  is  a  substance  similar  to  the  Albertite  foimd  in 
New  Brunswick,  a  sort  of  asphalt,  not  found  in  a  seam  like  coal, 
but  in  a  true  vein.  It  sells  in  New  York  at  a  price  but  a  little 
less  than  Albertite.  As  above  stated,  1,714  tons  were  shipped 
in  1870.  The  vein  is  perfectly  vertical,  4Jfeet  thick,  three- 
fonrths  of  a  mile  long,  and  is  mined  by  adits  and  chambers. 
Its  analysis  shows  55  per  cent,  volatile  matter,  42  fixed  carbon, 
and  3  per  cent,  ashes.  This  shows  but  two  per  cent,  less  vola- 
tile matter  than  Albertite,  the  richest  mineral  that  has  ever 
been  imported  for  gas-pnrposes.  It  produces  from  26  to  28  bush- 
els of  a  good  quality  of  coke.  It  is  not  adapted  to  be  used  alone 
as  a  gas-producer,  but,  as  a  stimulant  in  the  proportion  of  about 
5  per  cent.,  its  effects  are  said  to  be  very  extraordinary. 

The  IdtUs  Kamamka,  north  of  the  Kanawha,  and  which 
einpties  into  the  Ohio  at  Parkersburg,  is  about  100  miles  in 
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length,  ita  liead-braiiehea  drinking  in  the  same  showers  that 
supply  the  Gauley,  Elk,  Cheat,  and  Greenbrier  Rivers.  Tow- 
ard the  heade  of  the  streams  there  are  tracts  of  flat  table- 
lands, affording  sites  for  extensive  settlements.  About  80 
miles  from  the  mouth  are  falls  or  cascades  of  considerable  elevar 
tion,  where  the  mer  descends  from  the  mountain-districts  into 
the  region  at  their  feet,  affording  many  fine  mill-seats.  The 
whole  range  of  the  stream  is  rapid  and  pretty  direct,  in  time  of 
flood  nishing  with  great  violence  into  and  across  the  Ohio 
River.  There  is  a  marked  difference  in  the  rapidity  of  the 
current  in  the  streams  putting  in  on  the  north  and  south  side 
of  the  Ohio,  the  latter  being  more  violent,  keeping  their 
mouths  free  from  bars,  and  affording  deep  waterfor  navigation. 
On  the  north  or  Ohio  side  the  streams  run  less  rapidly,  and 
rush  with  less  violence  to  their  outlet. 

The  valley  of  the  Little  Kanawha  is  hilly  and  broken,  con- 
taining, however,  much  rich  land  in  the  valleys  and  along  the 
water-courses,  and  the.  hills  being  covered  with  a  most  luxu- 
riant growth  of  large  trees.  There  is  no  coal-trade  of  any 
amount  at  present  in  this  region. 

ni. — Th£  Kanawha  OoalrRegion. 

This  is  probably  the  most  important  portion  of  the  coal- 
field of  "West  Tirginia.  Some  brief  descriptions  of  its  topog- 
raphy, its  rivers,  mountains,  and  valleys,  seem  to  be  necessary 
in  order  properly  to  understand  its  geology.  For  these  we  are 
indebted  to  Dr.  Hildreth,  a-  good  geologist  of  Marietta,  Ohio, 
who  explored  all  this  country  many  yeai-s  ago. 

The  Kanawha  is  on  many  accounts  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing tributaries  of  the  Ohio.  Its  headmost  branches  rise  in 
North  Carolina,  it  crosses  three  degrees  of  latitude,  and  trav- 
erses in  its  windings  a  distance  of  not  less  than  300  miles,  pass- 
ing across  numerous  mountain-ranges,  and  rushing  through  all 
the  rocky  barriers  that  oppose  its  progress,  its  numerous  tribu- 
taries rising  in  the  most  mountainous  portions  of  West  Virginia. 
Its  floods  are  sudden  and  rapid,  and  when  at  full  banks  it 
pours  out  a  volume  of  water  that  vies  in  strength  and  grandeur 
with  the  Ohio  itself. 

For  70  miles  above  its  mouth  its  average  width  is  about  3D0 
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yards,  and  with  the 'improvements  made  in  its  channel  it  ad- 
mits of  ateamhoat  navigation  to  that  distance.  Above  its 
jiinetion  with  the  Gaiiley,  100  miles  from  its  mouth,  it  takes 
the  name  of  the  New  River,  From  this  point  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Greenbrier  Kiver,  a  distance  of  about  70  miles  through 
Fayette,  Kaleigh,  and  Greenbrier  Counties,  is  a  continual  suc- 
cession of  falls  and  rapids,  making  in  ail  a  descent  of  more  than 
700  feet.  This  portion  of  its  course  is  called  the  Cliffs  of  New 
River.  There  is  here  really  no  valley  or  flat  land  along  the 
shores,  the  river  running  in  a  deep  cailon  with  steep  and  in 
many  parts  precipitous  banks  from  800  to  1,200  feet  high.  The 
New  River  empties  into  the  Kanawha  proper,  two  miles  above 
the  Great  Falls,  which  are  just  below  the  mouth  of  the  Gauley, 
the  principal  fall  being  22  feet  in  height.  West  of  this  extends 
the  fine  valley  of  the  Kanawha,  in  which  is  Charleston,  the 
State  capital,  and  here  is  the  Kanawha  coal-region. 

The  principal  tributaries  of  the  Kanawha  Itiver  in  going 
westward  are  Coal  River  on  the  south  side,  and  on  the  north 
side  Pocotalico,  Elk,  Gauley,  and  Greenbrier,  The  latter  three 
are  large  and  powerful  streams,  full  of  rapids,  and  affording  an 
unlimited  number  of  fine  mill-seats.  The  Elk  empties  into  the 
Kanawha  at  Charleston,  and  the  Gauley  just  above  the  Falls  of 
the  Kanawha. 

Although  the  appearance  on  the  map,  of  the  Kanawha  and 
its  main  branch  the  New  River,  gives  us  the  idea  of  a  valley  or 
thorough  cut  across  the  Great  Eastern  or  Alleghany  coal-field, 
and  it  is  sometimes  so  described,  yet  this  account  of  the  great 
amount  of  fall  in  both  the  Kanawha  and  New  River  shows  that 
this  stream  is  merely  a  great  mountain  cataract  tumbling  down 
over  the  successive  strata  of  the  coal-formations,  and  differing 
only  from  the  other  rivers  running  into  the  Ohio,  in  the  fact 
that  its  head  waters  rise  at  the  highest  point  in  the  great 
Cumherland  or  Kittatinny  Valley,  where  the  surface  is  high 
enough  to  throw  its  stream  over  the  eastern  margin  of  the  great 
coal-basin.  In  other  words,  instead  of  the  eastern  rim  of  the 
basin  being  materially  cut  down,  the  valley  outside  of  it  is 
simply  filled  up  at  this  point,  which  is  not  very  much  less 
elevated  above  the  ocean  than  many  other  points  on  the  Alle- 
ghany or  Cumberland  Mountain. 
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111  strong  contrast  to  the  sligit  elevation  of  the  country 
of  200  or  300  feet  at  most  on  the  Ohio  side  of  the  river,  the 
country  on  the  Kanawha  Eiver  near  ita  mouth  has  hilla 
about  200  feet  in  height,  for  50  miles  the  face  of  the  country 
being  broken  into  hills  and  ridges  of  this  sort  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Elk,  From  that  point  to  the  upper  extremity  of  the  salines, 
a  distance  of  15  miles,  or  11  miles  from  the  mouth,  they  rise  to 
600  feet  above  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  a  few  miles  back  in  the 
dividing  ridges  they  are  from  100  to  150  feet  higher.  From 
this  point  to  the  falls,  a  distance  of  25  miles,  the  hills  have  at- 
tained an  altitude  of  from  600 16  750  feet ;  and  above  the  jime- 
tion  of  the  Gauley,  100  miles  from  the  mouth,  they  rise  into 
mountain-ranges  pursuing  a  southwest  and  northeast  direction 
at  an  elevation  of  1,200  feet.  At  Marshall's  Pillar  in  the  cliffs 
of  N'ew  Hiver,  they  attain  a  height  of  1,500  feet,  and  are  called 
the  Gauley  Mountains.  "Beyond  this  point  to  the  valley  of  the 
Greenbrier  River  the  country  is  a  mountainous  table-land, 
composed  of  successive  ranges  lying  in  parallel  ridges,  running 
in  a  northeast  and  southwest  direction.  The  more  elevated  of 
these  are  the  Sewall  and  Meadow  Mountains. 

The  valley  cut  in  the  rock-strata  through  which  the  lower 
part  of  the  river  passes  will  average  a  mile  in  width,  and  from 
200  to  700  feet  deep.  The  corresponding  rocks  and  beds  of 
coal  in  the  hills  on  each  side  of  the  valley  afford  incontestable 
proof  that  they  were  once  united,  and  formed  continuous  beds. 
At  70  miles  above  the  mouth  this  valley  becomes  much  nar- 
rower, with  a  proportional  diminution  in  the  width  of  the 
alluvial  deposits. 

What  are  now  known  as  the  Barren  Measures  are  thus  de- 
scribed by  Dr.  Hildreth :  "Below  the  mouth  of  the  Elk,  the 
hills  are  composed  of  sandstone  with  extensive  deposits  of  red 
marly  clay,  which  has  given  an  argillaceous  character  to  the 
soil  of  this  region  not  seen  in  the  hiUs  above,  embracing  a  tract 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Guyandotte,  extending  northeastwardly 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Coal  River,  and  thence  to  the  waters  of  the 
Little  Kanawha,  and  over  to  the  northern  and  western  side  of 
the  valley  of  the  Monongahela.  Through  all  this  region  the 
soil  is  in  many  places  deeply  tinged  with  brown  or  red,  probably 
from  the  oxide  of  iron  contained  in  the  clay,  marls,  or  red 
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fihale.  From  the  mouth  of  the  Elk  to  the  mouth  of  the  Gauley 
the  country  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  with  the  exception  of  the 
narrow  alluvions  on  the  water,  is  too  mountainous  and  broken 
to  admit  of  tillage,  but  will  ultimately  afford  grazing-farms." 
At  the  date  of  Dr.  Hildreth's  article  the  geological  surveys  of 
Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  were  not  begun,  but  the  facts  he 
gives  are  none  the  less  valuable,  and,  with  the  aid  of  the  light 
which  has  since  been  thrown  upon  the  geology  of  the  region,  we 
are  enabled  to  some  extent  to  fix  the  geological  level  of  the  va- 
rious localities,  of  which  he  gives  us  sections  and  descriptions. 

On  the  Kanawha  River  below  the  mouth  of  the  Elk,  lime- 
Btone  is  occasionally  seen  with  sandstone,  containing  a  pro- 
portion of  mica  and  numerous  impressions  of  fossil  plants. 
Coftl-deposits  are  less  abundant  in  this  tract  of  country,  there 
being  only  one  or  two  beds  of  any  considerable  thickness.  The 
general  dip  of  the  rock-strata  is  toward  the  Ohio  River,  sinking 
those  found  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  hills  above  Elk,  beneath 
■  the  bed  of  the  river. 

Structure. — From  the  mouth  of  the  Elk  River  upward  to  the 
Tails  of  Kanawha,  a  distance  of  about  40  miles,  the  rock-strata 
are  composed  of  sand  and  clay,  and  for  the  first  nine  miles,  to  the 
centre  of  the  saltrwells  region,  the  rock-strata  rise  at  the  rate 
of  50  feet  to  the  mile.  Above  this  point  to  the  upper  extremity 
of  the  salines,  the  strata  dip  to  the  southeast,  at  an  angle  some- 
what less,  or  about  33  feet  to  the  mile  for  the  distance  of  six 
or  eight  miles ;  above  which  point  they  gradually  rise  to  the 
Gauley  Mountain,  The  anticlinal  line  at  the  great  salt-deposit 
being  near  the  centre  of  the  works,  and  the  bearing  of  the  strata 
being  east  and  west,  and  the  dip  from  the  line  northwest  and 
southeast,  at  an  angle  of  three  or  four  degrees,  this  arrange- 
ment of  the  strata  is  of  incalculable  benefit,  as  it  brings  the  salt 
deposits,  as  well  as  one  or  two  additional  beds  of  coal,  to  the 
surface,  without  which  the  expense  of  manufacturing  salt  would 
be  greatly  enhanced. 

In  the  Kanawha  region  is  foimd  an  important  standard  bed 
or  stratum,  whose  persistence  over  wide  areas  and  its  striking  pe- 
culiarity of  character  render  it  a  convenient  landmark,  and  may 
be  regarded  as  clearly  defining  the  boundary  between  the  uppei 
and  lower  coal-seriee.    It  consists  of  a  band  of  black  or  bluish- 
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black  eilicioua  rock,  approaeliing  the  character  of  a  flint  or  horn- 
stone,  which  is  found  in  the  hills  at  the  height  of  several  hun- 
dred feet  above  the  river,  near  the  fells,  and  after  accompanying 
the  subjacent  strata  in  their  various  undulations,  and  their  ulti- 
mate steady  western  dip,  as  they  extend  down  the  river,  is  seen 
to  disappear  below  the  water-level  at  the  Elk  Kiver  Shoals. 

This  black  flint,  or  homatone,  is  in  some  places  as  much  as 
six  feet  thick.  It  is  found  up  the  Gauley  Kiver,  forming  the 
tops  of  the  hills.  Thence  it  has  a  gentle  dip  to  the  northwest, 
and  is  found  up  all  the  creeks  flowing  into  the  Kanawha,  and 
is  readily  distinguished  from  all  the  associate  strata.  Of  course 
it  disappears  under  the  Barren  Measures  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  State. 

Coal^Seams. — For  a  distance  of  nearly  30  miles,  from  a  point 
a  few  miles  below  the  falls  of  Kanawha,  to  Charleston,  the  coal- 
seams  below  the  black  flint  are  seen  exposed  in  the  bills.  This 
could  not  have  existed  but  for  the  fortunate  occurrence  of  two 
broad  undulations  or  axes  returning  the  strata  above  the  river, 
where,  by  a  continuation  of  the  original  northwest  dip,  as  dis- 
played in  the  neighborhood  of  the  falls,  they  would  have  been 
carried  entirely  out  of  view  within  one-third  of  the  distance 
along  which  they  are  now  exposed.  The  conglomerate  disap- 
pears below  the  river,  about  three  miles  below  the  falls,  and 
at  five  miles  coal-seams  make  their  appearance. 

Four  beds  of  coal  are  here  found  above  water-level.  The 
first,  60  feet  above  the  Kanawha,  is  six  feet  thick,  which  is 
the  largest,  and  affords  the  best  coal.  Forty-flve  feet  higher  is 
a  thin  bed  of  a  foot  and  a  half  of  coal,  resting  on  tho  great  bed 
of  40  feet  of  bituminous  shale  and  clay.  Two  hundred  feet 
higher  is  a  four-foot  bed  of  good  coal,  generally  worked  by  the 
ealt-manufacturers ;  and  150  feet  higher  is  the  fourth  and  last 
bed,  or  the  third  workable  bed,  which  is  four  feet  thick. 

Above  this  coal,  and  26S  feet  above  the  Kanawha  River, 
occurs  the  very  peculiar,  nearly  black,  silicious  slate,  mentioned 
above.  It  is  extremely  hard,  not  being  impressed  by  the  best^ 
tempered  steel,  and  the  Indians  manufiictared  it  into  arrow- 
heads. It  is  six  feet  thick,  in  thin  beds  of  six  to  eight  inches. 
Prof.  liogers  adopts  it  as  a  very  important  geological  horizon  or 
mark  of  the  top  of  the  lower  coal-measures.     Dr.  Hildreth  has 
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traced  it  from  the  mouth  of  the  Elt  into  the  Gauley  Mountain, 
ft  distance  of  40  miles,  and  eastward  from  the  head-waters  of  the 
Elk  over  to  the  Guyandotte,  a  still  greater  distance,  covering 
an  area  of  at  least  2,000  square  mUes,  all  of  which  must  be  un- 
derlaid by  the  lower  coal-measures.  While  coals,  sandstones, 
limestones,  and  shales  change  or  resemble  each  other,  this  has 
a  character  of  its  own  not  to  be  mistaken.^  It  is  found  every 
where,  often  high  in  the  hills,  near  their  tops,  and  appears 
never  to  fail  where  the  geological  formations  are  high  enough. 
The  following  section  of  Rogers,  taken  at  Vineyard  HUl, 
in  the  ascending  order,  will  illustrate  the  lower  coal-measures 
in  this  part  of  the  State,  affording  a  strong  contrast  to  the 
meagre  show  of  coal  of  the  same  series,  as  hefore  given,  in  the 
northern  part  of  this  State.  Other  seams  of  coal  probably 
exist  in  these  heavy  sandstone  beds  : 

1.  From  the  bed  of  the  riyer  to  the  Brat  coal-aeam M 

2.  SUvmi«mia  tool  (B)  6  to  6^  feel     On  the  rirer  it  yielda  6  f««t  of  coat,  in- 

cluding a  band  of  shale.     Up  the  river,  from  George's  and  Campbell's 
CieebB,  the  ahale  increases  uum  it  Eepurates  it  into  two  seams  of  coal. .       6 

Slaty  shale,  bluish-drab  color 40 

Bititmiwyas  cooi(C);  thin IJ 

200 

{D)i  used  by  salt-makers 3^ 


BUaminmis  coal  (E). 

Bkct  flint,  befoie  described 

Sandstone,  yellow  and  coarse 

Beddish  and  yellow  shales  of  the  Barren  Measures.. . 


This  may  he  regarded,  says  Prof,  Rogers,  as  the  commence- 
ment of  the  series  of  shales,  shaly  sandstones,  and  thin  calcare- 
ous bands,  which  overspread  nearly  the  whole  tract  lying  be- 
tween Charleston  and  the  Ohio  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kanawha, 
presenting  for  the  greater  part  of  that  distance  a  nearly  iminter- 
rupted  but  very  gentle  dip  to  the  northwest,  then  becoming 
horizontal,  and,  finally,  near  the  Ohio,  rising  with  a  counter- 
dip,  and  forming  the  middle  portion  of  this  great  coal-basin. 
These  strata  are  higher  geologically  than  the  flint-rock,  and 
containing  two  or  more  coal-seams  where  penetrated  by  the 
Ohio,  constitute  in  this  region  what  has  been  preriously  de- 
scribed as  the  Barren  Measures  and  the  upper  coal-series. 

This  simple  explanation  of  the  structure  of  this  coal-field, 
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and  the  wide  extent  of  the  region  along  the  Ohio  Kiver  covered 
by  the  deposits  of  the  Barren  Measures  and  upper  coal-measures, 
which,  from  the  thickness  previously  assigned  to  them,  and  the 
limited  extent  of  the  latter  or  higher  strata,  aecoulits  for  the 
small  amount  of  coal  which  appears  on  the  surface  in  the  west- 
em  or  northwestern  section  of  the  State.  Its  treasures  of  fiiel 
are  deeply  buried,  awaiting  the  proper  season  for  their  develop- 
ment. As  before  noticed,  the  Pittsburg  scam  diminishes,  in 
size,  toward  this  southern  extremity  of  the  area  in  which  it  is 
found,  to  little  more  than  three  feet. 

All  those  who  have  examined  the  Kanawha  region  concur 
in  their  accounts  of  the  liberal  supply  of  coal,  both  in  respect  to 
the  number  and  size  of  the  seams.  Daddow,  in  "  Coal,  Iron, 
and  Oil,"  enumerates  eleven  seams,  from  2^  to  6  feet  thick,  act- 
ually developed  between  Coal  Eiver  and  the  Kanawha,  besides 
three  others  which  have  not  been  opened.  There  is  no  doubt 
of  the  great  abundance  of  coal  in  this  Charleston  district. 

Rogers's  reports  contain  further  details  relating  to  various 
localities  along  the  Kanawha,  especially  between  the  falls  and 
Charleston,  a  distance  of  about  30  miles,  and  in  the  more 
lofty  ridges  back  from  the  river,  and  along  its  branches, 
Smithers's,  Ryder's,  Hughes,  Keller's,  George's,  and  Campbell's 
Creeks.  Some  of  the  seams  of  coal  are  described  as  six  and 
seven  feet  in  thickness,  and  others  from  three  and  a  half  to  four 
and  five  feet  thick,  some  of  them  producing  cannel  and  others 
the  ordinary  bituminous  coals,  the  character  of  which  is  shown 
in  the  tables  of  analysis. 

"What  has  been  said  will  convey  a  good  general  idea  of  this 
fine  coal-region.  After  the  completion  of  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  Railroad,  certain  portions  of  it  will  be  developed  by  more 
extensive  mining ;  but,  in  the  present  state  of  the  country,  the 
details  here  given  are  regarded  as  sufficient.  Nothing  imparts 
60  much  interest  to  a  coal-region  as  a  large  production. 

"Within  a  few  months  (1873)  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Rail- 
road has  been  opened  from  Huntingdon,  on  the  Ohio  River,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  River  G-uyandotte,  and  near  the  common  cor- 
ner of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  "West  Virginia,  by  way  of  Charles- 
ton, to  Kanawha  Falls,  35  miles  above  that  place,  and  about  90 
miles  from  Huntingdon.    Before  these  pages  are  through  the 
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press,  this  line  will  he  finished  to  White  Sulphur  Springs,  the 
end  of  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad,  227  miles  long,  thence  to 
Eachmond.  This  Kanawha  eoal-region-will  then  be  accessible, 
a  new  era  will  begin  for  West  Virginia,  and  the  country  will 
probably  improve  rapidly.  At  present  Charleston,  although  it 
is  the  State  capital,  contains  but  about  3,000  inhabitants.  The 
salt-business  is  confined  to  four  establishments,  where  2i  years 
ago  there  were  forty-four.  The  principal  production  of  coal  at 
present  are  the  following :  At  Peytona,  on  Coal  Eiver,  and 
about  18  miles  in  a  direct  line  south  from  Charleston,  cannel- 
eoal,  of  an  excellent  quality,  for  grates  and  for  gas,  is  produced 
from  seam  C,  The  Caunelton  mines,  28  miles  west  of  Charles- 
ton, are  the  only  other  shippers  of  cannel-coal.  There  are  also 
three  shippers  of  bituminous  coal,  the  Coalburg  mines,  on  the 
Kanawha,  17  miles  above  Charleston,  _the  Campbell  Creek 
mines,  near  the  Kanawha,  and  about  four  miles  above  Charles- 
ton, and  the  Eaymond  City  mines,  on  the  Kanawha,  19  miles 
below  Charleston.  The  quantities  are  small,  and  it  is  shipped 
hitherto  by  barges  down  the  river.  Coal  will  soon  be  shipped 
by  railroad  to  the  Ohio  Eiver  market.' 

There  appears  to  be  no  doubt  of  the  existence  of  splint-coal 
in  the  Kanawha  region  which  can  be  used  as  a  blast  famace- 
fuel.  Its  quahty  for  this  purpose  was  thoroughly  tested  in  the 
furnace  of  Mendenhall  &  Co.,  in  1867,  near  Wlieeling,  with 
the  most  satisfactory  results,  those  parties  regarding  it  as  better 
adapted  to  smelting  iron  than  any  known  coal  of  the  Alleghany 
field.  The  coals  used  were  from  Campbell's  Creek,  four  miles, 
and  Coalsburg,  17  miles  above  Charleston,  with  about  equal 
results.  It  is  said  that  it  is  quite  equal  to  the  coal  of  the 
Mahoning  Valley,  in  Ohio.  If  after  farther  trials  on  the  large 
scale  this  should  be  verified,  the  coals  being  so  largely  developed 
with  every  natural  advantage  for  cheap  mining,  a  very  large 
production  of  coal  for  iron-making  purposes  may  be  anticipated 
in  this  portion  of  West  Virginia. 

A  geological  report, made  by  Thomas  S.  Ridgway  for  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  in  1872,  contains  some 
recent  information  in  regard  to  the  Kanawha  coal-region.  He 
describes  the  bold  exposures  of  ponderous  sandstones  overlying 

'  Cor.  U.  S.  Hailroad  tfi  Mning  Begi»ter,  July,  1873. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


SERIES  OP  COAL  STRATA.  297 

the  black  flint  in  the  hills  along  the  Kanawha  aa  identical  with 
the  Mahoning  sandstone  of  Pennsylvania.  Underneath  are 
five  or  more  coal-beds,  Hie  ec^uivalent  of  those  of  Pennsylvania, 
but  generally  of  larger  size.  The  Big  Sewall  Mountain,  on  the 
east  side  of  Fayette  County,  which  towers  2,800  feet  above  the 
sea,  and  1,500  feet  above  the  New  Eiver,  forma  the  southeastern 
edge  of  the  Alleghany  coal-basin.  About  ten  miles  down  the 
river  from  this  point  an  aggregate  thickness  of  26^  feet  of  coal 
has  been  found  in  five  workable  beds.  The  first  seam  opened 
being  the  second  in  the  series,  about  200  feet  above  the  river, 
ia  from  six  to  seven  feet  in  thickness.  It  is  a  rich  coking-coal, 
the  coke  having  a  close  grain  and  metallic  lustre.  Above  it  is 
another  seam,  about  4J  feet  in  thickness,  of  excellent  coal  of  the 
splint  character,  with  a  cleavage  into  large  blocks.  This  coal, 
like  some  of  the  seams  and  parts  of  aeams  found  lower  down 
the  river,  is  of  so  compact  a  nature  that  it  can  be  used  in  an 
iron  blast-furnace  in  its  raw  state.  The  seam  next  above  it  is 
of  common  bituminous  coal,  four  feet  in  thickness.  That  next 
above,  again,  is  4J  feet  in  thickness,  and  exceedingly  rich  in 
lustre.  Other  seams  of  ordinary  bituminous  coal  follow  in  the 
same  ascending  series.  These  coal-beds,  with  their  associated 
sandstones  and  limestones,  have  a  general  inclination  to  the 
noi-thwest  of  about  2J  degrees,  and  continue  down  the  river 
with  a  series  of  undulations,  appearing  in  the  cliffs  upon  both 
sides  of  the  river  until  Annstrong  Greek  is  reached,  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Gauley.  At  Oannelton,  in  Fayette  County,  32 
miles  above  Charleston,  immediately  below  this  point,  there  are 
five  workable  seams  of  coal  opened,  containing  an  aggregate 
thickness  of  29  feet.  The  first  above  water-level  is  known  as 
the  "  Smither's  Creek"  seam  of  four  feet  nine  inches  in  thick- 
ness, consisting  of  two  benches  of  coal  separated  by  four  inches 
of  slate.  Next  above  is  the  gas-coal,  a  seam  of  six  feet  eight 
inches,  made  up  of  three  benches  having  clay  partings.  Next 
above  is  a  bed  of  coal  five  feet  in  thickness,  of  a  semi-bitumi- 
nous quality.  Next  above  this  is  the  celebrated  "  Stockton  " 
seam  of  coal,  five  feet  four  inches  in  thickness,  averaging  3J-  feet 
of  cannel  and  one  foot  ten  inches  of  splint  coal.  Next  above  is 
a  seam  of  splint-coal  eight  feet  in  thickness,  six  feet  of  which  ia 
a  solid  mass,  and  an  excellent  coal  for  smelting  purposes. 
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These  seams  continue  down  tho  Kanawha  River  in  a  series 
of  gentle  undulations.  At  Coalburg  he  saw  a  bed  of  coal  seven 
feet  thick,  six  of  which  are  being  mined,  and  which  is  used,  in  a 
raw  state,  in  blast-furnaces  at  Cincinnati,  Lower  down  the 
river  be  found  the  seam  known  as  Campbell's  Creek  coal,  six  feet 
in  thickness,  and  of  a  quaKty  resembling  the  Coalburg  coal. 

The  top  seam  of  the  lower  coal-measures  dipping  westward 
disappears  beneath  the  Kanawha  at  its  confluence  with  the  Elk 
River  at  Charleston,  but  some  of  the  coal-seams  appear  up  the 
valleys  formed  by  the  Elk  and  Oofll  Rivers.  All  the  territory 
drained  by  the  Kanawha  and  its  tributaries  between  the  Falls  of 
Kanawha  and  this  point  contains  the  seams  of  coal  above  water- 
level,  or  within  workable  reach  by  shafts  of  no  great  depth. 

The  distances  by  the  river  from  the  mouth  of  the  Kanawha 
to  various  points  mentioned  are  as  follows;  To  the  mouthof 
Poeotalieo  38  miles ;  monthpf  Coal  River  44  miles ;  Charleston, 
56;  Browntown,  the  head  of  steamboat  navigation  at  low 
water,  68  miles ;  and  to  Cannelton,  at  ordinary  high  water,  88 
miles.  Coal  River,  by  means  of  locks  and  dams,  has  steam 
navigation  25  miles  above  its  mouth  to  Peytona,  where  there  are 
about  50,000  tons  of  excellent  eannel-coal  shipped  annually. 
Railroad  distances  are  easily  obtained  by  reference  to  A;^l&- 
toni  RaUway  Qmde. 

The  Ga'idet/  liiver,  a  branch  of  the  Kanawha  on  its  north 
side  and  west  of  the  Greenbrier,  about  100  miles  in  length, 
and  at  its  mouth  more  than  100  yards  wide.  It  takes  its  rise 
in  the  spurs  and  sides  of  the  Laurel,  Greenbrier,  and  Ganlcy 
ranges  of  mountains,  and  the  country  through  which  it  passes 
is  mountainous  and  broken  into  lofty  precipitous  hills  of 
Bandstone-rock.  The  cliffs  of  Gauley  are  second  only  in  height 
and  grandeur  to  those  of  the  New  River,  extending  for  many 
miles  on  each  side  of  the  stream,  at  an  elevation  of  five  or  six 
hundred  feet.  The  river  itself  is  precipitated  over  falls  and 
rapids  for  a  considerable  part  of  its  course,  and  its  bed  is 
filled  with  huge  blocks  of  sandstone.  Toward  the  head  these 
mountain  ranges  spread  out  into  table-lands,  here  known  by 
the  name  of  "  Glades."  They  lie  in  long  narrow  patches  at  an 
elevation  of  VOO  or  800  feet  above  the  water-courses,  with  an 
elevated  ridge  or  border  along  their  sides,  through  which  at 
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intervals  are  found  gape  for  the  water  to  pass  off  down  im- 
mense precipices  to  the  streams  below.  N'ear  the  head  waters 
of  the  southeasterly  branches  extensive  deposits  of  limestone- 
rock  tajie  the  place  of  the  sandstone,  and  continue  over  to  the 
head  waters  of  the  Greenbrier.  Coal  of  the  lower  coal-measm'es 
is  very  abundant  for  60  or  70  miles  above  its  mouth,  and  is 
found  at  great  elevations  in  the  mountains. 


1  District  of  West  Yirgirda. 

There  is  a  lofty  mountainous  region  lying  above  the  falls  of 
the  Kanawha,  and  extending  into  the  counties  of  Greenbrier, 
Pocahontas,  and  Randolph.  For  some  distance  within  the 
margin  of  this  great  coal-field  in  the  western  portions  of  Poca- 
hontas and  Greenbrier  Counties,  the  conglomerate  base  of  the 
coal-measures  overspreads  a  wide  area,  and  includes  along  with 
the  usual  beds  of  conglomerate  numerous  beds  of  slate  and 
sandstone,  together  with  seams  of  coal  of  sufficient  magnitude 
and  purity  to  be  worthy  of  exploration.  The  coarse  and  pai> 
tially  conglomeritie  sandstone  composing  the  celebrated  cliffs 
of  New  Eiver,  tbrming  lofty  mural  precipices  along  that  stream, 
are  of  this  formation,  and  it  extends  with  a  northwesterly  dip 
so  as  to  constitute  the  wide  sheet  of  nearly  level  strata  over 
which  the  Kanawha  is  precipitated  at  the  falls.  The  series  of 
sandstones,  slates,  and  coal-seams  of  the  lower  coal-measures 
overlying  this  conglomerate  rock  are  admirably  exposed  along 
both  sides  of  the  Kanawha  to  some  distance  west  of  Charleston. 
It  is  supposed,  however,  that  a  part  if  not  all  of  the  coal-seams 
found  in  the  rocks  of  the  Big  Sewall  Mountain  appertain  to  the 
conglomerate  formation  or  lower  group  of  rocks.  As  we  go 
southward,  coal-seams  are  found  in  lower  geological  positions 
than  they  are  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  four  counties  along  the  southeastern  hue  of  "West  Vir- 
ginia, Pocahontas,  Greenbrier,  Monroe,  and  Mercer,  do  not  pre- 
sent a  regular  boundary  composed  at  top  of  the  conglomerate, 
but  are  intersected  by  deep  and  long  valleys  traversed  by  the 
waters  of  the  Greenbrier  and  !New  Rivers,  between  which 
arise  lofty  knobs  and  broad  ridges  crowned  by  the  conglomer- 
ate at  the  highest  points. 

As  we  trace  these  ridges  to  the  south  they  coalesce  to  form 
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the  Great  Flat-top  Mountain  south  of  the  Kew  River.  The 
Little  Sewall  Mountain,  ileadow  Mountain,  and  Keeny's 
Knobs  are  composed  for  the  greater  part  of  their  height  of  the 
shales  and  sandstones  of  the  lower  rocks,  and  capped,  as  already 
mentioned,  by  the  conglomerate.  All  these  rocks,  with  some 
undulations,  display  a  prevailmg  gentle  dip  to  the  northwest, 
and  underlie  the  strata  of  the  Big  Sewall  Mountain,  which 
consist  of  a  remarkable  expansion  of  the  strata  of  the  con- 
glomerate, embracmg  numerous  strata  of  slatea,  shales,  sand- 
stones, and  containing  several  important  coal-seams. 

Th.6  Ouyandotte  and  Sandy  Sivers  empty  into  the  Ohio, 
south  or  west  of  the  Kanawha,  the  Sandy  being  the  line  be- 
tween "West  Virginia  and  Kentucky.  The  space  occupied  by 
the  tributary  branches  of  these  two  streams  covers  an  area  of 
120  miles  east  and  west,  and  100  miles  north  and  south.  Their 
extreme  branches  descend  from  the  most  elevated  peaks  of  the 
Cumberland  group  of  mountains  and  from  the  flat  mountains 
or  table-lands  found  between  the  heads  of  the  Holston  and 
Guyandotte.  In  their  descent  from  this  elevated  region  they 
pass  through  some  of  the  most  wild,  broken,  and  picturesque 
country  to  be  found  in  the  West.  Immense  deposits  of  sand- 
stone-rocks, piled  up  in  enormous  masses  to  the  height  of  1,500 
or  2,000  feet,  compose  all  the  central  part  of  this  region,  and 
but  little  is  known  as  to  their  geological  character.  The 
streams  are  confined  to  narrow  ravines  and  valleys  so  deep  as 
hardly  to  admit  the  rays  of  the  sun  at  noonday.  Except  near 
the  borders  of  the  larger  streams,  this  whole  district  is  a  per- 
fect wilderness.  The  hiUs  and  mountains,  although  steep  and 
broken,  are  covered,  Hkc  nearly  all  West  Virginia,  by  an  im- 
mense growth  of  noble  forest-trees.  The  description  hereafter 
given  of  the  coal-seams  found  in  Lawrence,  Johnson,  and  Floyd 
Counties,  in  Kentucky,  situated  on  the  east  line  of  that  State, 
and  on  the  west  side  of  the-Sandy  River,  will  throw  some  light 
on  this,  the  adjoining  region  in  West  Virginia.  The  descrip- 
tion of  the  northern  part  of  the  Tennessee  coal-field,  by  Prof. 
Safford,  will  also  apply  to  the  southern  part  of  West  Virginia. 

Conclusion. — A  large  portion  of  this  great  West  Virginia 
coal-region  belongs  to  that  class  of  localities,  which  is  so  fre- 
quently met  with  in  America,  which  is  said  to  be  great  in 
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possibilities.  There  are  only  two  counties  in  the  State  which 
contained,  in  1870,  more  than  20,000  inhabitants.  Kaiia- 
wha  County,  including  CJharleston,  the  present  State  capital, 
and  the  important  salines  and  coal-region  before  described,  has 
22,349 ;  and  Ohio  County,  including  the  city  of  Wheeling,  has 
28,831.  The  next  largest  is  Wood,  including  Parbersburg, 
19,010,  and  next  Mason,  including  Point  Pleasant  and  the 
mouth  of  the  Kanawha,  with  15,978,  Marshall  has  14,941,  and 
Jackson  10,300,  making  five  of  the  more  populous  counties, 
and  all  situated  on  the  Ohio  River. 

On  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  the  following 
is  the  population  of  the  largest  counties :  Going  westward, 
Jefferson,  13,219,  and  Berkeley,  14,900,  botb  in  the  Valley  of 
Virginia.  Farther  west,  on  the  Monongahela  River  and  its 
branches,  where  there  is  some  production  of  coal,  we  have 
Preston,  with  14,555  ;  Monongabela,  13,547;  Marion,  12,107; 
Harrison,  16,714 ;  and  Lewis,  10,175 :  and  in  the  region  of  the 
springs,  Greenbrier  has  11,417  and  Monroe  11,124,  making  in  all 
15  counties  only  in  the  State  containing  each  exceeding  10,000 
inhabitants.  There  are  22  counties  containing  between  5,000 
and  10,000,  and  16  counties  with  less  than  5,000  inhabitants 
each ;  and  the  population  of  the  whole  State,  in  1870,  was 
442,014,  being  about  the  same  as  Minnesota  and  Arkansas,  and 
making  it  the  twenty-seventh  in  population  of  the  87  States,' 

The  coal-regions  of  West  Virginia  are  so  rich  and  extensive 
that  they  afford  a  tempting  subject  for  conjecture  as  to  the  fu- 
ture greatness  of  this  State.  "  The  reader  will  be  permitted  to 
indulge  in  these  for  himself,  and,  to  aid  him  in  forming  a  just 
estimate  of  the  value  of  this  coal-field,  he  is  referred  to 
the  chapter  of  this  work  as  to  the  requisites  of  a  successful 
coal-trade.  One  remark,  specially  applicable  to  West  Virginia, 
may  here  be  allowed,  namely,  that,  although  in  many  locali- 
ties her  coal-seams  are  now  accessible,  yet,  like  the  southwest- 
ern comer  of  Pennsylvania  and  part  of  Ohio,  she  has  vast 
fields,  very  deeply  buried  beneath  the  Upper  Barren  Measures, 
the  upper  coal-measures,  and  the  Lower  Barren  Measures.  The 
difBeulties  in  the  way  of  procuring  from  the  earth  portions  of 

•  Bj  the  censuB  of  1870,  the  production  of  coal  in  this  State  was  608,878  tons 
in  that  year. 
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its  valuable  mineral  fuel  is  a  moat  wise  and  provident  arrange- 
ment, when  we  consider  the  wasteful  propensity  of  mankind 
both  savage  and  civilized.  As  tliat  which  is  most  easily  ob- 
tained is  exhausted,  each  successive  generation  overcomes  in- 
creasing difficulties,  discovers  and  obtains  treasures  hidden 
from,  or  out  of  the  reach  of,  its  predecessors.  Thus  every  gen- 
eration has  a  valuable  legacy,  not  intrusted  to  any  unfaithful 
guardian,  but  deeply  stored  away  in  its  proper  repository  to  he 
obtained  by  the  legatee  in  person,  and  those  minerals  for  which 
there  is  most  demand,  such  as  iron  and  coal,  are  found  in  great- 
est abundance, 
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Virginia. — The  West  Virginia  coal-field  has  been  described 
as  embracing  the  whole  of  that  portion  of  the  Alleghany  coal- 
deposit  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  old  State  of  Virginia, 
before  the  formation  of  the  State  of  "West  Virginia.  So  small 
a  portion  of  the  coal-field  remains  in  the  State  of  Virginia 
proper  ae  to  be  scarcely  worthy  of  a  separate  description.  It 
consists  principally  of  the  counties  of  Buchanan,  "Wise,  and 
Lee,  in  the  southwestern  angle  of  the  State,  forming  the  eastern 
declivity  of  the  Cumberland  Mountain  adjoining  the  Kentucky 
line.  In  Tazewell  and  Kussell  Counties,  immediately  east  of 
the  district  mentioned,  are  found  long  lines  of  dislocation  by 
which  this  southwestern  part  of  the  State  is  wonderfully 
marked,  pressing  up  to  the  very  margin  of  the  eoal-roeks  strata 
far  lower  in  the  series,  and  even  crushing  these  rocks  and  their 
contained  seams  of  coal,  folding  them  together,  and  turning 
them  over  iuto  iaverted  dips.  See  the  section  of  the  valley  of 
Tennessee,  page  S54).  Also  for  a  good  geological  report  see 
U.  S.  -ff.  B.  t6  Mining  Segister  for  Sept.  and  Oct.,  1872. 

Among  the  changes  exhibited  in  the  formations  where  traced 
from  a  northeastern  to  a  southwestern  direction  may  be  noticed 
an  increased  coarseness  of  the  material  and  greater  thickness, 
and  a  flattening  of  the  dip,  and  at  the  same  time  the  small 
seams  of  coal  which  sometimes  occur  in  the  formations  below 
the  conglomerate  also  increase  in  size  and  value,  until  in  Ten- 
nessee and  Eastern  Kentucky  they  are  of  great  importance. 

Lesley,  in  his  "  Manual  of  Coal  and  its  Topography,"  describes 
the  false  coal-measures,  or  sub-conglomerate  coal  which  occurs 
on  New  River,  in  Montgomery  County,  Virginia,  being  on  the 
eastern  margin  of  the  coal-field.  Here  the  two  lower  beds 
attain  their  greatest  thickness,  the  lower  one  being  from  two  to 
3f  feet  thick,  and  the  second  one,  which  is  from  20  to  60  feet 
higher,  is  from  six  to  nine  feet  thick,  seldom  yielding  more  than 
four  feet  of  coal.  Alongthe  eastern  foot  of  the  Brush  Mountain, 
back  of  Christianburg  and  Blacktown,  both  these  seams  are 
workable  for  30  miles,  yielding  a  good  and  tolerably  firm  coal. 
South  of  the  New  River,  however,  through  Wythe  County  for 
100  miles,  these  coal-beds  are  thin,  faulty,  and  crushed.'     It 

'  See  Lesley's  "  Manual,"  pp.  BT-69,  and  148,  Daddow,  who  rfsited  the  repon, 
dsBcribeB  it,  "Coal,  Iron,  iwd  Oil,''  PP-  407-110. 
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will  be  hereafter  noticed  that  these  sub-conglomerate  eoa^s  are 
largely  developed  on  the  west  side  of  this  great  coal-field  in 
Eastern  Kentucky,  directly  west  of  the  region  in  Montgomery 
Comity,  Virginia,  above  described,  and  in  Tennessee. 

In  another  publication,  Hr.  Lesley  thus  describes  these 
coals :  "  Underneath  the  true  coal-measures  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  and  Northwestern  Yirginia,  and  underneath  the  mill- 
stone grit  conglomerate,  at  its  base,  and  under  the  red  shale 
XI.,  which  underhee  the  last,  thei'e  begins,  even  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  appear  an  older  coal-formation,  connected  with  the 
Upper  Devonian  white  mountain-sandstone,  No.  X.  It  is  seen 
in  one  or  two  beds  two  feet  thick  at  the  head  waters  of  the  Ju- 
niata, and  at  Tipton  Creek,  where  are  two  coal-seams  three 
feet  thick,  600  feet  below  the  great  conglomerate.  It  is  mined 
where  the  Monongahela  waters  cut  throogh  Chestnut  Eidge 
from  Virginia  into  Western  Pennsylvania.  It  has  been  mined 
in  the  mountains  on  the  Potomac,  below  Cumberland.  It  ap- 
pears occasionally  in  Northern  Middle  Virginia,  on  the  western 
side  of  the  great  valley  of  Winchester.  It  increases  in  impor- 
tance along  the  western  outcrop  of  the  great  coal-field  through 
Eastern  Kentucky,  until  it  enters  Tennessee. 

"It  seems,  however,  to  obtain  its  maximum  development  in 
Montgomery  County,  on  the  New  Kiver,  in  Southern  Virginia. 
Here  it  is  seen  to  consist  of  two  principal  coal-beds  and  several 
minor  seams.  The  lowest  bed  reaches  the  thickness  of  four 
feet,  and  the  next  one  above  it  is,  in  some  places,  nine  feet 
thick.  Near  the  New  Biver  these  two  beds  are  seen  to  be  cov- 
ered by  at  least  1,000  feet  of  red  shale,  upon  which  rests  a  sub- 
carboniferous  limestone.  Between  Christianbnrg  and  Black- 
town,  north  of  the  New  Kiver,  a  regular  synclinal  coal-basin 
has  been  preserved,  in  a  crushed  condition,  for  a  few  miles, 
upon  the  eastern  side  of  the  great  fault  which  crosses  the  river 
in  front  of  the  gap. 

"  But  there  is  still  another  series  between  these  false  coal- 
measures  and  the  true  coal-measures.  At  the  top  of  the  red- 
shale  formation  XI.,  Kogers's  Umbral,  lie  alternations  of  carbon- 
iferons,  argillaceous,  and  silicious  shales,  containing  at  least  one 
real  coal-bed." 

Anthracite  coal  has  also  been  found  in  Pulaski,  Montgom- 


Hosted  by 


Google 


ANTHRACITE   COAL.  305 

ery,  and  Wythe  Counties,  Virginia,  along  the  New  Eiver. 
This  region  is  remarkable  for  faults  of  great  size,  which  occur 
frequently  in  Southwestern  Virginia.  Although  the  corre- 
sponding region  in  Pennsylvania  shows  vast  undulations  and 
foldings  of  the  strata,  yet  the  regular  order  and  arrangement  of 
the  formations  are  not  disturbed,  but  they  follow  each  other 
often  throughout  the  flexures.  But,  in  the  country  now  under 
consideration,  the  foldings  of  the  strata  have  been  accompanied 
by  long,  straight  lines  of  fracture,  ot^en  100  miles  long,  so  that 
formations  which  were  four  or  iive  miles  below  are  brought  up, 
and  the  edges  of  the  fracture  brought  in  contact  with  newer 
rocks  of  higher  series,  such  as  those  containing  coal-beds,  and 
then  the  whole  was  reduced  to  a  common  level  by  extensive 
denudation.  That  fragments  of  the  coal-beds  should  be  found 
among  these  dislocated  strata  is  to  be  expected.  All  anthracite 
coal  is  found  in  disturbed  formations,  and  coal  found  in  such 
localities  is  generally  anthracite.  Where  the  proper  conditions 
occurred,  semi-bituminous  coal  is  found,  as  in  Brush  Mountain, 
along  the  northwestern  line  of  Montgomeiy  County ;  while  in 
Price's  Mountain,  six  or  seven  miles  southeast  of  this,  is  a  very 
pure  anthracite  containing  89.25  of  carbon,  3.44  of  water,  etc., 
and  8.3  ashes,  with  a  specific  gravity  of  1.37.  There  are  not 
more  than  one  or  two  beds,  and  they  occur  in  a  ridge  about 
two  miles  wide,  the  strata  lying  in  an  anticlinal  form,  dipping 
on  each  side,  and  abutting  against  the  Trenton  limestone.  The 
circumstances  are  not  favorable  for  the  existence  of  beds  in  good 
condition  for  working ;  they  are  liable  to  be  greatly  disturbed 
by  faults,  and  the  coal  itself  very  much  broken.  Through  Pu- 
laski and  Wythe  Counties,  the  coal  is  shovelled  out  of  some  of 
the  beds  like  sand,  (J.  T.  Hodge.)  With  the  building  of  rail- 
roads leading  to  the  regular  coal-formations  of  West  Virginia, 
these  broken  and  crushed  deposits  will  probably  have  no  more 
than  a  scientific  interest.  There  are  reports  of  similar  bodies  of 
anthracite  coal  in  Berkeley  and  Morgan  Counties,  but,  if  they 
exist,  they  are  in  the  vicinity  of  the  great  Cumberland  (Mary- 
land) bed,  and  ^re  nqt  probably  of  any  present  value.  Some 
of  the  localities  mentioned  in  this  volume  belong  to  the  curiosi- 
ties of  our  subject,  and  these  may  be  considered  among  the 
number. 
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OHIO. 

Not  the  least  important  among  the  resources  of  the  great 
State  of  Ohio  is  found  in  the  very  fine  coal-field  which  covers  her 
eaetem  border.  "  Most  countries,"  sajs  Prof.  "W.  "VV,  Mather, 
in'his  report  on  the  geology  of  this  State,*  "  depend  for  their  min- 
eral wealth  on  mountainous  or  barren  regions,  but  Ohio,  in  com- 
mon with  some  other  portions  of  the  United  States,  is  blessed 
not  only  with  a  fruitful  soil,  but  also  with  inexhaustible  sub- 
terranean riches.  The  coal-measures  within  the  State  occupy 
a  space  of  about  180  miles  in  length,  by  80  in  breadth  at  the 
widest  part,  with  an  area  of  about  10,000  square  miles,  extend- 
ing along  the  Ohio  Eiver  from  Trumbull  County  in  the  north, 
to  near  the  mouth  of  tbe  Scioto  on  the  south.  The  regularity 
in  the  dip,  and  the  moderate  inclination  of  the  strata,  afford 
facilities  to  the  miner  not  known  to  those  of  most  other  coun- 
tries, especially  Great  Britain,  where  the  strata  in  which  the 
coal  is  embedded  have  been  broken  and  thrown  out  of  place, 
since  its  deposit,  occa'sioning  numerous  slips  or  faults  of  many 
feet,  causing  much  labor  and  expense  in  again  recovering  the 
bed  which  is  to  be  sought  either  above  or  below.  In  Ohio 
very  little  difficulty  of  this  kind  occurs,  faults  or  slips  of  a  few. 
inches  or  a  few  feet  only  being  met  with." 

•  The  first  geological  survey  of  Ohio  was  prosecuted  for  two  years,  and  the  re- 
sults wera  published  in  8vo  pamplileta,  that  of  1837  containing  13*  pages,  and  that 
of  183S,  288  pages.  It  was  then  aUandoned  for  thirty  years,  after  being  only  fairly 
begun.  A  new  survey  was  authorized  in  1869,  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  J.  S.  New- 
bercy  and  a  corps  of  able  assistants.  In  compiling  this  chapter,  hia  reports  of 
progress  for  1869  and  1870  furnish  the  materials  ased,  to  which  are  added  a  letter 
from  the  State  geologist  in  regard  to  the  upper  coal-measures,  and  a  few  facta  from 
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Structure. — The  most  striking  feature  In  the  geologj'  of 
Ohio  is  the  remarkable  anticlinal,  or  up-lift,  at  Cincinnati^ 
which  has  been  before  referred  to.  As  the  siunmit  of  the  Alle- 
ghany Mountain,  in  the  central  part  of  Pennsylvaniaj  forms  the 
eastern,  so  this  great  arching  wave  in  the  roclg'  strata  in  the 
central  part  of  Ohio,  forms  the  western  boundary,  of  the  finest 
coalvbasin  in  the  world.  For,  although  there  is  no  mouu.- 
tain  on  this  its  western  border,  jet  the  lower  Siluriaa  rocks 
have  been  brought  up  to  the  surface.  The  highest  portions  of 
this  great  arch  in  the  strata  were  afterward  removed,  exposing 
to  view  the  lowest  visible  rocks  in  Ohio,  the  blue  limestone  of 
Cincinnati,  the  equivalent  of  the  Trenton  and  Hudson  Eiver 
groups.  This  anticlinal  extends  northward,  forming  islands  in 
the  western  part  of  Lake  Erie,  and  southward  across  the  State 
ef  Kentucky,  The  older  formations  below  the  coal,  as  these 
now  appear  on  the  surface  in  Ohio,  count  off  in  the  same  order 
from  the  anticlinal  line,  both  westward  and  eastward..  In  the 
latter  direction,  or  toward  the  coal-field,  we  find  them  in  the 
usual  order,  but  with  some  important  intervals  or  omissions  up 
to  the  Carboniferous  or  coal-beariug  rocks.  Our  old  friends  the 
Ponent,  Umbral,  and  Vespertine,  and  the  Catskill  group,  the 
great,  double,  red-eandstone  mountain  with  its  red-shale  valley 
of  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  have  disappeared,  without  leaving  a 
vestige  to  mark  their  places  in  the  formations.  Even  in  the 
western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  the  formations  from  the 
Chemung  rocks  upward  had  become  so  mingled  aa  to  be  dis- 
tinguished with  difBcnUy.  In  the  Ohio  Valley  a  quiet  sea  pre- 
vailed, and  limestones  were  formed,  while  farther  east  were, 
moving  oceans  of  sand,  mud,  and  pebbles. 

The  bed  of  the  Ohio  Eiver  at  Cincinnati  ia  432  feet  above 
tide-water,  133  feet  below  the  level  of  Lake  Erie,  and  it  is  both 
physically  and  geologically  the  most  depressed  portion,  of  Ohio. 

The  general  dip  of  all  the  Ohio  rocks,  east  of  the  great  Cin- 
cinnati anticlinal,  is  toward  the  east,  and  each  of  the  formations 
disappears  in  its  turn  in  going  eastward  under  the' succeeding 
one,  and  all  the  others  under  the  Carboniferous.  Their  order  and 
maximum  thickness  are  aa  follows : '  (1)  Cincinnati,  1,000  feet ; 
(2)  Clinton,  10  to  60  ;  (3)  :N'iagara,  275  j  (4)  Water-Lime  and 
Salma,  0-150 ;  (5)  Oriskany,  100 ;  (6)  Corniferous,  100 ;  (7)  Ham- 
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ilton,  30 ;  (8)  Huron  Sliale  or  Portage,  350  j  (9)  Erie  or  Chemung, 
400 ;  (10)  the  Waverly  sandstone,  the  lowest  member  of  the 
Carboniferous  formation.  Its  fosBils  prove  it  not  to  be  a  por- 
tion of  the  Chemung  and  Portage,  as  was  formerly  supposed. 
The  latter  are  represented  by  the  Erie  and  Huron  shales  in 
Ohio.  In  the  southern  part  of  the  State  the  Waverly  group  is 
640  feet  thick.  (11)  Next  occur  the  Carboniferous  limestone  and 
(12)  conglomerate,  the  latter  being  about  100  feet,  and  only 
occurring  in  patches ;  (13)  The  Coal-measures  which  thicken 
toward  the  east,  and  each  of  the  coal-seams  and  accompanying 
strata,  also  pass  under  the  succeeding  one  in  that  direction. 
The  geology  of  Ohio  ie  therefore  very  simple  so  far  as  its  struct- 
ure is  concerned,  her  rocks  being  all  stratified,  and  very  little 
broken  or  disturbed,  as  compared  with  those  of'Eastem  Penn- 
sylvania and  other  regions,  and  fewer  strata  appear  on  the  sur- 
face. The  general  visible  dip  is  about  9^  degrees  south  of  east, 
at  the  rate  of  a  little  less  than  100  feet  in  three  miles,  and  the 
coal-measures,  forming  the  highest  member  of  the  series,  grow- 
ing thicker  in  tliat  direction.  But,  from  the  recent  survey,  it 
appears  that  there  is  not  a  general  uniform  dip  in  the  strata  of 
the  coal-measures  toward  the  east  or  southeast,  but  that  there 
occurs  a  system  of  flexures  in  the  coal-strata,  having  a  close  con- 
nection with  the  present  topography  of  the  countrj',  and  the 
general  direction  of  the  water-courses.  Thus  the  eastern  dip  is 
frequently  counteracted  by  folds  which  elevate  and  depress  the 
strata  from  their  normal  planes.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
these  are  a  continuation  of  the  flexures  which  are  observed  on 
so  large  a  scale  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  same  coal-field  in 
Western  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Wheeling,  near  the  centre  of  the  great 
Alleghany  coal-basin,  of  which  this  coal-area  of  Ohio  forms  a 
part,  the  coal-measures  have  a  thickness  of  about  1,500  feet, 
and  include  perhaps  ten  or  twelve  workable  seams  of  coal.  In 
this  eastern  and  southeaetem  part  of  the  field  not  only  are 
the  lower  coal-measures  fully  represented,  but  also  the  super- 
incumbent barren  measures,  and  the  upper  coal-measures,  in- 
cluding the  Pittsburg  seam,  this  being  geologically  the  highest 
portion  of  the  Ohio  coal-region. 

Boundaries  of  the  Coal-field. — Looking  for  a  moment  at 
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the  outer  or  western  rim  of  the  coal-fleld  of  Ohio,  we  will  ob- 
serve that  the  aeries  of  roelc-strata  composing  the  eoal-forma- 
tiona  terminate  on  the  outer  margin  of  the  basin  in  heavy 
masses  and  abrupt  precipices,  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Lancaster,  in 
Fairfield  County,  and  several  other  places  near  the  bordere  of 
the  great  limestone  formations,  which  occupy  the  middle  and 
western  portions  of  Ohio,  and  they  are  indented  like  the  bays 
and  headlands  of  a  modem  sea-coast,  as  though  they  composed 
the  borders  of  the  ocean  which  then  covered  the  larger  portion 
of  the  valley  of  the  Mifisissippi.  The  coal-basin  is  hounded  on 
the  west  by  a  continuous  but  crooked  line  from  the  Ohio  Eiver, 
in  Scioto  County,  to  the  Pennsylvania  line  near  Sharon,  within 
a  line  running  from  that  place  to  Ravenna,  Akron,  "Wooster, 
Dover,  Brownsville,  Logan,  and  Hanging  Kock.  Or,  to  follow 
the  line  of  outcrop,  more  particularly  we  have  in  the  north,  in 
Trumbull  County,  the  boundary  of  the  coal-field  from  where  the 
Pymatuning  Creek  crosses  the  State  line,  curving  southward, 
and  the  other  side  of  the  curve  being  on  Mahoning  Creek  at 
Yonngstown,  Thence  the  Hne  is  westward  nearly  along  the 
north  line  of  Mahoning  County,  from  the  northwest  comer  of 
which  it  puts  out  a  long,  slender  cape  through  Portage  into 
Geauga  County,  its  west  boundary  being  near  the  Cuyahoga 
Kiver,  until  it  enters  Summit  County.  From  Kavenna  the  line 
is  nearly  southwest,  to  the  north  line  of  Holmes  County,  except 
a  well-defined  cape  running  into  the  southeast  corner  of  Medina 
County,  Thence  southward  it  follows  near  the  east  line  of 
Holmes  and  Knox  Counties,  and  includes  the  southeast  corner 
of  Licking  County.  It  then  passes  near  the  line  between  Fair- 
field and  Perry  Counties,  with  a  deep  indentation  at  the  Hock- 
ing Eiver  Valley,  extending  to  the  west  line  of  Athens  County ; 
thence  westward  and  southwest  to  include  the  southeast  part 
of  Hocking  County,  three-fourths  of  Vinton,  nearly  all  of  Jack- 
son, and  the  eastern  part  of  Scioto  County,  The  counties 
wholly  covered  with  coal  are  Mahoning,  Columbiana,  Stark, 
Holmes,  Tuscarawas,  Carroll,  Jefferson,  Harrison,  Belmont, 
Guemsey,  Coshocton,  Muskingum,  Perry,  Koble,  Morgan, 
Monroe,  Washington,  Athens,  Meigs,  Gallia,  Lawrence,  and 
nearly  all  of  Jackson. 

And  the  counties  of  which  the  eastern  or  southeastern  parts 
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only  are  covered  with  coal  are  Tmmbul],  Portage,  Bummit, 
Medina,  "Wayne,  Licking,  Fairfield,  Hocking,  Vinton,  and  Sci- 
oto. There  are  aleo  some  outliers  or  email  detached  hasina  in 
"Wayne,  Ashland,  Eiehland,  and  Knox  Counties.  The  bound- 
ary on  the  east  is  the  State  line,  the  same  field  extending  east- 
ward over  all  "Western  Pennsylvania. 

Topogra/phy.—Th.Q  rim  or  outcrop  line  of  the  coal-hasin  of 
Ohio  is  as  nearly  level  as  might  be  expected  in  a  country 
where  the  summits  of  the  hills  lie  in  nearly  a  horizontal  plane, 
the  variations  from  such  a  plane  seldom  exceeding  100  feet,  and 
being  from  350  to  450  feet  above  the  level  of  Lake  Erie. 

From  Lake  Erie  the  country  rises  to  an  elevation  of  600 
feet  above  the  lake,  within  the  coal-field.  Thence  south  to 
the  Ohio  River,  the  summits  of  the  hills  are  nearly  a  horizontal 
plain  600  to  650  feet  above  Lake  Erie,  which  summits  repre- 
sent an  ancient  plain  into  which  the  streams  operating  through 
immense  periods  of  time,  have  excavated  numherless  valleys 
and  ravines.  These  hills  are  nowhere  the  result  of  upheaval, 
or  other  disturbances  of  the  strata,  as  there  are  no  such  irregu- 
larities in  the  geological  structure  of  Ohio.  Whatever  variety 
there  is  in  its  surface  is  due  to  the  slow  but  powerful  disintegrat- 
ing force  of  running  water.  "When  the  eoal-bearing  rocks  were 
deposited,  the  surface  of  the  country  was  a  monotonous  level, 
and  they  were,  as  they  are  still,  nearly  horizontal.  Many  of 
the  coal-seams  are  irregular,  but  this  is  due  to  the  method  of 
their  formation,  and  not  to  geological  disturbances.    (Andrews.) 

The  valleys  of  all  the  principal  streams  are  deep,  generally 
well  defined,  and  the  work  of  aqueous  erosion  has  been  im- 
mense. All  the  streams  have  innumerable  tributaries,  which 
have  out  for  themselves  deep  channels,  the  surface  being  com- 
pletely eroded  into  a  vast  and  wonderful  system  of  ramified 
valleys.  The  hills  and  ridges  are  simply  the  remnants  of  what 
were  once  continuous  rock-strata.  In  many  sections  the  hills 
are  sculptured  in  rounded  and  graceful  forms,  while  in. others 
the  streams  have  cut  for  themselves  channels  with  almost  per- 
pendicular sides,  giving  to  the  scenery  a  bold  and  mural  char- 
acter. The  latter  characteristics  are  more  often  seen  where  the 
streams  flow  over  the  heavy  sandstone  strata.  Between  Lan- 
caster and  Logan  the  Hocking  Eiver  flows  in  a  valley  hordered 
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by  high  cliffs.  Some  of  its  tributaries  have  eroded  channels  so 
deep  and  narrow  that  they  may  be  properly  termed  caBons. 
The  Licking  Eiver  has  excavated  a  similar  channel  in  the 
vicinity  of  Black  Hand.  In  many  places  we  find  a  cliff  on  one 
side,  and  rounded  hills  on  the  other,  as  on  the  Marietta  &  Cin- 
cinnati Railroad,  near  Cincinnati  Furnace,  in  Vinton  County. 


All  the  streams  within  the  Ohio  coal-basin  take  a  south- 
eastern direction,  which  is  caused  by  the  eastern  and  south- 
eastem  dip  of  the  rock-strata.  The  whole  coal-field  slopes  to 
the  south  and  southeast,  and  consequently  the  drainage  is  to  the 
Ohio  Kiver,  It  ia,  however,  somewhat  undulating,  and  often 
exhibits  areas  of  considerable  extent,  with  a  northern  slope  and 
drainage.  The  principal  river  within  the  basin  is  the  Mus- 
kingum, which,  with  its  longest  tributary,  the  Tuscarawas, 
drains  a  large  portion  of  its  area.  From  Dresden  to  Marietta, 
90  miles,  the  Muskingum  descends  130  feet,  or  20  inches  per  mile, 
and  Prof.  Andrews  notes  as  an  interesting  fact  that  it  has  its 
bed  throughout  its  whole  course  a  little  above  the  level  of  Lake 
Erie.  The  Little  Muskingum  Eiver  flows  in  its  entire  course 
in  a  basin  parallel  to  the  Ohio  Kiver,  and  only  eight  or  ten 
miles  from  it.  The  boundary  of  the  upper  coal-measures  seems 
to  form  north  of  the  Muskingum,  the  water-shed  dividing  the 
waters  flowing  into  the  Ohio  from  those  carried  off  by  the  Tus- 
carawas and  Muskingum. 

The  Ohio  River  flows  southwesterly  through  the  more  de- 
pressed portion  of  the  coal-measures,  cutting  its  channel  across 
the  strata  where  it  found  the  least  resistance,  but  it  does  not 
follow  the  synclinal  axis  or  bottom  line  of  the  great  basin,  and 
hence  there  is  not  a  uniform  display  of  coal-seams  along  the 
river. 

There  are  deeply-buried  channels  of  excavation  in  the  val- 
leys of  the  Western  rivers,  as  first  pointed  out  by  Prof,  !N"ew- 
beriy.  The  Ohio  throughout  its  entire  course  runs  in  a  valley 
which  has  been  cut  nowhere  less  than  150  feet  below  the  present 
bed  of  the  river.  The  Tuscarawas  at  New  Philadelphia  is  175 
feet  above  its  ancient  rock-bed.  The  Cuyahoga,  Termilion,  and 
other  streams  running  into  Lake  Erie,  are  more  than  100  feet 
above  the  rock-bottom  of  their  excavated  troughs.    At  Cinciii- 
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liati  the  gravel  aud  sand  extend  more  than  100  feet  below  low 
water,  and  the  bottom  of  the  trough  has  not  been  reached. 
These  old,  deeply-excavated  river-channels  were  filled  up  and 
in  many  cases  entirely  obliterated  by  the  inundation  from  the 
north  of  an  ocean,  as  it  were,  of  clay,  sand,  gravel,  and  bowl- 
ders, during  the  Drift  period.  These  remarkable  deposits, 
which,  it  is  supposed,  were  moved  by  glaciers  and  icebergs, 
cover  the  State  of  Ohio  as  far  south  as  the  city  of  Dayton. 
Fortunately,  these  loose  surface  deposits  are  much  thinner 
within  the  coal-basin  than  in  the  parts  of  the  State  farther  west. 
■  The  Scioto,  the  principal  stream  in  the  middle  of  the  State, 
flows  just  outside  of  the  coal-bearing  rocks,  and  the  accompany- 
ing Waverly  group  through  a  level,  smooth  country,  without 
the  hills  which  characterize  the  coal-basin.  It  is  evidently 
thrown  off  by  the  western  rim  of  the  great  basin,  and  thus 
obliged  to  take  a  southward  direction.  Its  coai^e  is  serpentine, 
and  it  has  a  descent  between  Columbus  and  Portsmouth  of  225 
feet  in  a  distance  of  150  miles,  or  18  inches  per  mile. 

Within  the  Ohio  coal-field  the  surface  is  roUing  or  broken, 
and  the  soil  is  mostly  derived  from  the  subjacent  rocks.  The 
lower  coal-measures,  composed  of  alternations  of  limestone, 
shales,  sandstones,  fire-clays,  and  beds  of  coal,  furnish  a  soil 
that  is  well  watered,  and  fertile  to  the  hill-tops.  The  Barren 
Coal-measures,  and  such  members  of  the  upper  series  as  fall 
within  the  limits  of  this  State,  consisting  in  the  greater  pro- 
portion of  argillaceous  sliales,  yield  an  intractable,  less  fruitful 
soil. 


of  Goal  in  Ohio. 

Following  an  economical  classification,  Prof.  Newberry 
divides  the  coals  of  Ohio  into  three  classes ;  first,  the  dry  open 
burning  or  furnace-coals ;  second,  cementing  or  coking-coals ; 
third,  cannel-coals. 

The  first,  which  is  popularly  known  as  bloek-eoal,  includes 
those  that  do  not  coke  and  adhere  in  the  furnace,  and  are  such 
as  may  be  used  in  the  raw  state  for  the  manufacture  of  iron. 
These  furnace -coala  have'  generally  a  distinctly  -  laminated 
structure,  and  are  composed  of  bituminous  layers  separated  by 
thin  partitions  of  3,  material  allied  to  cannel,  which  does  not 
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coke.  Henee  the  bitamen  in  them  is  held  in  cells  and  cannot 
flow  together,  and  give  the  mass  a  pasty,  coherent  character. 
In  Ohio  It  chances  that  the  lowest  stratum  in  the  series  is 
generally  a  fumaee-coal.  Along  its  northern  line  of  outcrop 
this  is  known  as  the  "  Brier  Hill  coal."  This  coal  enjoys  a 
deserved  celebrity  for  its  adaptation  to  the  mannfecture  of  iron, 
and  now  furnishes  the  fuel  by  which  half  the  iron  produced  in 
the  State  is  made.  In  consequence  of  the  structure  of  the 
coal-basin  this  seam  underlying  all  the  others  and  dipping 
toward  the  south  and  east  is,  for  the  most  part,  covered  by  the 
overlying  rock.  As  a  consequence,  up  to  the  present  time  it 
b&a  been  worked  only  along  its  line  of  outcrop,  and  the  great 
irea  it  occupies  below  drainage  is  almost  untouched.  The 
Hocking  Valley  or  Sunday  Creek  coal  is  supposed  to  have  this 
open-burning  character.  It  covers  not  less  than  600  square 
miles,  and  maintains  a  thickness  of  from  six  to  eleven  feet,  with 
a  remarkable  uniformity  and  purity  of  composition. 

The  second  class  of  Ohio  coals,  embracing  by  far  the  greater 
portion,  are  of  the  ordinary  coking,  bituminous  kinds,  which  to 
a  gi-eater  or  less  degree  melt  and  agglutinate  by  heat.  If  used 
for  smelting  iron,  this  property  would  cause  them  to  choke  up 
the  furnace,  and  arrest  the  equal  diffusion  of  the  blast  through 
the  charge.  Hence  they  cannot  be  used  in  the  raw  state  for 
the  manufacture  of  iron  from  the  ore  without  coking.  This 
process  consists  in  burning  off  the  gaseous  or  bituminous  por- 
tion which  leaves  them  in  the  condition  of  anthracite,  except 
that,  as  this  change  is  effected  without  pressure,  the  resulting 
material  is  cellular  and  spongy.  Coals  of  this  character,  when 
free  from  sulphur,  their  great  contaminating  impurity,  are  used 
for  the  manufacture  of  gas ;  the  volatile  portion,  driven  off  in 
the  retorts,  serving  the  purpose  of  illumination,  while  that 
■which  remains  is  coke,  and  may  be  used  as  fuel.  These  ce- 
menting coals  are  without  the  partitions  described  as  belonging 
to  the  furnace  or  block  coals,  but  show  upon  fracture  broad, 
brilliant  surfaces  of  pitch-like  bitumen.  It  is  black  in  color, 
its  lustre  resinous,  it  breaks  into  trapezoidal  blocks,  and  during 
combustion  agglutinates,  giving  a  brigbt-yellow  flame. 

The  third  variety  consists  of  the  cannel-coals,  which  in 
England  flrst  went  by  the  name  of  candle-coal,  from  its  flame 
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resembling  that  of  a  candle,  which  in  process  of  time  became 
corrupted  into  cannel,  which  it  etil!  retains,  although  objection- 
able in  Bome  respects.  It  resembles  a  darlc  shale,  highly  im- 
pregnated with  bitumen,  and  bmns  with  a  bright  flame,  but 
does  not  agglutinate.  Where  the  earthy  matter  predominates 
it  passes  into  hituminone  shale,  and  the  transition  is  often  ob- 
served in  short  distances.  The  ordinary  bituminous  coal  oilen 
passes  into  cannel,  or  they  are  found  blended  together.  It 
rarely  contains  any  traces  of  vegetable  matter,  but  marine  shells 
hare  occasionally  been  observed.  (J.  W.  Foster,  in  Report, 
1838).  Prof,  Newberry  describes  cannel-coals  as  of  a  more 
compact  and  homogeneous  texture,  and  as  containing  a  larger 
percentage  of  volatile  matter  than  the  others — also  the  gas 
they  furnish  has  higher  illuminating  power.  Henee  they  would 
be  used,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others,  for  the  manufacture  of 
gas,  only  that  the  coke  which  they  furnish  is  of  inferior  quality. 
They  are,  therefore,  for  the  most  part,  employed  as  household 
fuels,  for  which  they  are  specially  adapted,  and  in  small  por- 
tions for  enriching  the  gas  produced  from  cohing  varieties.  He 
thinks  the  marked  differences  exhibited  by  those  three  varieties 
of  coal  are  doubtless  due  to  the  circumstances  of  their  formation. 
The  cannel-coals  were  deposited  in  lagoons  of  open  water  in  the 
coal-marshes  where  the  finely-macerated  vegetable  tissue  ac- 
cumulated as  carbonaceous  mud.  Henee  they  have  a  large  per- 
centage of  hydrogen,  and  their  gas  has  higher  illuminating 
power.  Hence  also  the  shells,  fishes,  amphibians  and  Crustacea, 
all  aquatic  animals,  so  generally  found  in  them. 

It  will  have  been  observed  that  all  the  coals  of  Ohio  belong 
to  the  group  known  as  bituminous  coals,  but  these  exhibit  very 
considerable  variety  in  their  chemical  and  physical  characters, 
and  the  different  varieties  are  applied  to  very  different  uses. 
(Report  of  1870.) 

The  chemical  examinations  of  the  Ohio  coals  show  that  the 
relative  amount  of  moisture  varied  from  1.10  per  cent,  to  9.10 
per  cent,  of  the  coal.  As  a  general  rule,  the  coals  from  the 
northern  part  of  the  State  contain  relatively  less  moisture  than 
those  from  the  southern  portion.  The  amount  of  volatile  com- 
bustible matter  varied  from  about  28  per  cent,  to  something 
over  40  per  cent,  of  the  native  coal.     The  percentage  of  fixed 
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carljon  varied  from  Si.lO  to  65.90,  the  former  being  the  amoimt 
found  in  the  upper  eoal  from  Holmes  County,  and  the  latter 
jn  the  Steuhenville  shaft-eoal.  The  proportion  of  ash  found  in 
the  bituminous  coals  of  this  State  varies  from  0.77  of  one  per 
pent,  found  in  a  coal  in  Jackson  County,  to  17.10  per  cent, 
present  in  a  coal  from  Holmes  County.  The  mean  average  of 
ash  found  in  88  coala  from  the  portion  of  the  State  south  of 
the  Central  Ohio  Eailroadwas  4.718,  and  that  of  64  coals  north 
of  that  line  5.120  per  cent.  The  mean  average  ash  of  152 
coals  was  4.891  per  cent. ;  of  these  10  exceeded  10  per  cent. ; 
omitting  these,  the  average  of  the  remainder  amounts  to  4,280 
per  cent.  The  ash  found  in  11  Ohio  cannel-eoals  examined 
was  12.827  per  cent.  The  average  proportion  of  sulphur  in 
Ohio  coal  was  1.551  per  cent.,  that  from  the  lower  half  of  the 
State  being  1.229  per  cent.,  and  that  of  the  coal  from  the  upper 
half  1.836  per  cent.  The  sulphur  is  not  always  wholly  in  eom- 
hination  with  iron,  and  in  such  instances  nearly  the  whole  of 
it  passes  off  with  the  volatile  matter,  while  in  other  instances 
very  little  escapes  with  the  volatile  products. 

The  Series  of  CoalrStrata. 
The  lower  coal-measures  contain  in  Ohio  seven  and  in  some 
places  eight  beds  which  lie  below  the  Pittsburg  seam,  and 
which  include  most  of  the  important  coal-beds  of  the  State. 
The  examinations  made  by  Prof,  Newberry,  in  the  course  of  the 
geological  survey  now  in  progress,  have  shown  that  instead  of 
forming  one  symmetrical  basin  with  a  tolerably  uniform  dip 
toward  the  southeast,  the  coal-measures  form  several  troughs 
more  or  less  parallel  with  the  axis  of  the  great  one  of  which 
they  form  a  part.  On  the  east  side  of  each  of  these  subordinate 
basins,  the  strata  rise,  thus  neutralizing  the  generally  easterly 
dip,  so  that  on  the  line  of  Columbiana  County,  and  within  forty 
miles  of  Pittsburg,  the  section  of  the  hills  is  nearly  the  same 
as  that  found  on  the  border  of  the  coal-field  100  miles  west, 
the  average  dip  in  this  intei'^1  being  not  more  than  three  feet 
per  mile.  The  importance  of  this  knowledge  of  the  structure 
of  the  coal-field  will  be  apparent  at  a  glance.  It  shows  that  the 
coal-seams  of  the  lower  coal-measures  arc  within  easy  reach 
along  all  the  valleys  that  cut  this  portion  of  the  coal-basin,  and 
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that  they  are  not,  as  has  been  sometimes  siipposed,  carried  by  a 
uniform  easterly  dip  so  far  below  the  surface  ae  to  be  practi- 
cally inaceessible.  It  also  shows  that  the  number  of  coal-seams 
has  been  sometimes  erroneously  duplicated,  and  that  those  of 
Salineaville  are  the  same  as  those  in  the  lower  portion  of  Tel- 
low  Creek.     (Newberry.) 

It  appears,  by  Prof.  Newberrj''s  second  report,  that  the  Coal- 
measnres  across  Northern  Ohio  below  the  Barren  MeasureSj 
correspond  with  those  of  Pennsylvania,  some  of  the  smaller 
seams  being  enlarged.  There  are  six  or  seven  workable  beds 
of  coal  along  this  line,  and  two  limestones.  These  limestones 
are  the  most  constant  elements  in  the  section,  and  will  be  the 
most  usefii]  guides  to  any  one  studying  locally  or  generally 
the  geology  of  this  district.  Of  these  the  lower  is  generally 
blue,  often  flinty,  and  is  associated  with  a  band  of  iron-ore.  In 
Western  Pennsylvania  it  is  the  "  ferriferous  limestone  "  which 
occurs  between  coal-beds  B  and  0,  and  where  it  is  overlaid  by 
the  buhrstone  and  iron-ore. . 

The  second  or  upper  limestone  is  always  lighter  in  color  than 
the  first,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  from  30  to  100  feet,  and 
it  is  usually  designated  the  gray  limestone,  and  in  Columbiana 
County  the  white  limestone,  from  the  comparative  whiteness 
of  the  lime  made  from  it.  It  is  visible  almost  uninterruptedly 
from  the  banks  of  the  Mohican  to  the  Pennsylvania  line.  It  is 
situated  between  coal-seams  0  and  D,  as  we  shall  designate 
them,  or  Nos.  4  and  5  by  Prof.  Newberry's  nomenclature  ;  that 
is,  coal  No,  4,  or  C,  lies  between  the  two  limestones.  There  is 
in  Ohio  another  limestone  over  eoal-seam  No.  7,  in  the  Barren 
Measures,  but,  thoogh  sometimes  ten  feet  in  thickness,  it  is  not 
as  constant  as  the  blue  or  gray  limestones,  covere  a  much  more 
limited  area,  and  is  therefore  a  less  valuable  guide.  Each  of 
these  limestones  has  a  coal-seam  under  it,  often  in  immediate 
contact,  but  sometimes  separated  from  it  by  a  few  feet  of  shale. 
In  the  southern  and  eastern  portions  of  the  Ohio  coal-fleld,  and 
on  Yellow  Creek  in  Jefferson  County,  and  thence  South,  there 
are  several  other  limestones. 

The  following  general  section,  furnished  by  Prof.  New- 
berry, will  serve  to  illustrate  the  composition  of  the  Ooal- 
Measures  of  Ohio.     The  letters  and  Pennsylvania  names  in 
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parentheses  have  been  added  to  designate  the  corresponding 
beds  in  that  State  and  in  Virginia : 
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Tlie  intervals  between  the  coals  in  the  above  section  vary 
greatly  in  diiFerent  parts  of  the  coal-field ;  for  example,  between 
coals  No.  6  and  No.  7,  from  50  to  100  feet ;  between  coals  No. 
5  and  No.  6,  from  20  to  60  feet,  where  both  are  present.  On 
the  western  margin  of  the  coal-field,  coal  No.  5  is  generally 
wanting,  and  the  interval  between  No.  4  and  No.  6  is  reduced 
from  its  eastern  average  of  100  feet  to  25  feet.    Between  coals 
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No.  4  and  No.  3,  the  interval  varies  from  20  to  80  feet,  coal  3a 
and  sometimes  another  thin  seam  coming  in  where  the  lime- 
stones are  most  widely  separated.  The  intervals  het^i^een  coals 
No.  3  and  No.  2  is  much  more  constant  than  between  No,  2 
and  No.  1,  the  latter  interval  sometimes  varying,  witliin  a  few 
hundred  yards,  50  feet,  this  variation  being  mainly  due  to 
waves  in  the  lower  scam.  Where  the  more  constant  coals  are 
most  widely  separated,  intercalated  seams  often  come  in,  and 
sometimes  acquire  considerable  local  importance. 

The  iron-ore  horizons  in  the  above  section  are  :  1.  That  of 
the  black  band  over  No.  7 ;  this  black  band  is  locally  replaced 
by  nodular,  calcareous  ore — "  Mountain-ore '' — or  by  "Kidney  " 
iron-ore,  all  giving  way  in  places  to  a  buff  limestone.  2,  A 
band  of  nodular  ore  over  No.  5,  best  marked  toward  the  west. 
3,  Nodular  or  plate  ore  on  the  gray  limestone.  4.  Nodular 
or  plate  ore  on  the  blue  limestone,  best  marked  and  very  con- 
spicuons  toward  the  east,  5.  Over  the  conglomerate  and  un- 
der coal  No.  1,  best  marked  toward  the  south  and  west. 

The  relations  of  the  coal-seams  above  No.  8,  to  those  of 
Pennsylvania  and  "West  Yirginia,  have  yet  to  be  determined. 
No,  8  is  the  Pittsburg  seam. 


The  Seams  of  the  Lower  Group  of  Coals,  as  desoribed  hy  Prof, 
Newberry. 

North  of  the  National  Eoad  we  have,  in  Ohio,  below  the 
Barren  Measures,  from  six  to  eight  workable  seams  of  coal, 
forming  what  is  known  as  the  lower  coal  series.  An  enumera- 
tion of  these  beds,  with  a  few  notes  descriptive  of  the  changes 
observed  in  tracing  them  along  100  miles  of  outcrop,  will  per- 
haps serve  to  give  a  clear  idea  of  the  composition  and  structure 
of  the  coal-measures : 

Goal-seain  Wo.  1.  (A.) — This  is  the  lowest  seam  of  the 
series  in  Ohio,  and  is  that  best  known  as  the  Brier  Hill  or  Ma- 
honing Valley  coal.  It  is  now  regarded  as  the  most  valuable 
coal-seam  in  the  State,  from  the  fact  that  in  many  localities  it 
is  of  good  thickness,  of  remarkable  purity,  and  well  adapted, 
in  the  raw  state,  to  the  smelting  of  iron-ores.  It  is,  indeed,  a 
typical  furnace-coal,  and  forms  the  fuel  by  which  fully  hall' 
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the  iron  produced  in  the  State  is  manufactured.  Unfortunate- 
ly, this  is  an  exceedingly  irregular  seam,  and,  over  a  large  part 
of  the  region  where  it  is  due,  it  is  found  to  be  wanting. 

Thi8  peculiarity  is  owing  to  two  causes,  viz.,  it  was  the 
first  accumulation  of  carbonaceous  matter  in  the  great  peat-bog 
that  subseqnently  became  our  coal-basin.  Aa  a  consequence, 
it  occupies  only  the  lower  portions  of  the  irregular  bottom  of 
this  basiuj  and  was  never  deposited  over  the  ridges  and  hum- 
mocks which  fringed  the  margins,  or,  as  islands,  dotted  the  sm'- 
face  of  the  old  coal-marsh. 

The  second  cause  of  its  absence  is,  that  it  is  overlaid  by 
heavy  strata  of  sandstone  which  were  once  beds  of  sand,  trans- 
ported by  currents  of  water  in  rapid  motion,  and  these  currents 
have,  over  considerable  intervals,  washed  away  the  coal  and  lett 
in  its  place  sand — now  sandstone — ^resting  on  the  lower  rocks. 

I  have  traced  the  outcrop  of  coal  No.  1,  from  the  National 
Boad  around  to  the  Pennsylvania  line,  and  have  evidence  of 
its  being  reached  by  borings  at  several  places  lar  in  the  interior 
of  the  coal-basin.  In  the  Mahoning  Talley  coal  No.  1  has 
its  best  development.  It  is  here  very  compact,  working  in 
large  blocks,  from  which  fact  it  has  received  the  name  of 
*'  block-coal,"  and  is  remarkably  pure,  as  demonstrated  by  the 
following  analysis : 
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As  shown  by  its  large  percentage  of  carbon,  the  heatiilg 
power  of  the  Brier  Hill  coal  is  great.  It  is  also  open-bnrning, 
in  virtue  of  its  laminated  structure,  and  is  the  only  fuel  used  in 
the  furnaces  of  the  important  iron-district  of  the  Mahoning 
Talley.  It  is  also  extensively  employed  as  a  furnace-fnel  in 
Clevehmd,  and  is,  in  fact,  the  basis  of  the  great  iron  industry 
of  Northern  Ohio. 
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In  Geauga  County  the  Brier  Hill  coal  readies  as  far  north 
as  Burton  and  Newberry,  but  only  in  a  narrow  strip  and  de- 
tached islands,  and  is  there  thin  and  of  little  or  no  value.  In 
Portage  County  it  is  also  generally  thin  or  wanting,  but  its 
outcrops  are  concealed  by  heavy  beds  of  drift,  and  it  will  prob- 
ably be  found  of  good  thickness  in  many  places  where  it  is 
not  now  suspected  to  exist. 

In  Summit  County,  coal  No.  1  thickens  up  again,  locally 
attaining  dimensions  of  from  three  to  six  feet.  It  lies,  how- 
ever, in  a  series  of  basins  often  of  limited  extent,  but  it  occupies 
fully  half  the  southern  portion  of  the  county  in  the  townships 
of  Tallmadge,  Coventry,  Springfield,  Franklin,  and  Greene. 
It  also  reaches,  in  a  narrow  basin,  so  far  into  Medina  County 
that  its  northwestern  outcrop  is  within  eight  miles  of  Medina 
Village.  In  Summit  this  coal-seam  is  generally  somewhat 
more  bituminous  than  in  the  Mahoning  Valley,  breaks  more 
irregularly,  and  has  less  of  the  block  character.  These  physical 
differences  are  associated  with  a  slightly  different  chemical 
composition,  as  is  shown  by  the  table  of  analyses ;  but  oc- 
casionally, as  at  Johnson's  shaft,  in  Franklin  Township,  it  ex- 
hibits almost  precisely  its  prevailing  character  in  Mahoning 
County.  There,  as  farther  eastward,  it  is  generally  an  excellent 
coal,  and  is  destined  to  contribute  much  more  largely  than  it 
has  yet  done  to  the  enrichment  of  Akron  and  vicinity,  by 
furnishing  an  abundant  supply  of  fuel  adapted  to  all  forms  of 
manufacturing  industry. 

From  "Wadsworth,  Medina  County,  the  western  line  of  out- 
crop of  coal  No.  1  pursues  nearly  a  southern  course  to  Fair- 
view,  in  Wayne  County,  where  it  crosses  the  line  of  the  Pitts- 
burg, Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago  Railroad.  At  Clinton,  Fulton, 
and  Massillon  it  is  extensively  worked,  and  the  mines  in  this 
vicinity  supply  a  large  amount  of  coal  for  the  Cleveland 
market,  as  well  as  for  iron-making,  and  other  industries  at 
home. 

From  Massillon  to  the  Ohio  River,  along  its  line  of  outcrop, 
coal  No.  1,  as  a  general  rule,  is  of  little  importance.  It  appears 
of  workable  thickness  at  frequent  intervals,  but  is  generally 
thin,  of  inferior  quality,  and  oftener  absent,  or  present  as  a 
mere  trace. 
21 
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At  Spencer's  Mill,  in  Holmes  County,  coal  No,  1  is  four 
feet  in  thiekneBs,  and  at  several  other  places  in  this  vicinity  is 
from  two  to  three  feet  thick.  This  is  also  the  seam  worked  at 
Mast's  mine,  two  miles  north  of  Napoleon,  where  it  is  three 
feet  thick,  and  of  excellent  quality  ;  ao  that  it  deserves  to  be 
enumerated  among  the  elements  that  compose  the  mineral 
wealth  of  this  richly-endowed  county ;  but  it  is  here  surpassed 
in  value  hy  some  of  the  overlying  seams.  Its  Hne  of  outcrop 
has  not  been  carefully  examined,  but  it  is  apparently  of  no 
great  value  in  any  locality  between  Holmes  and  Jackson 
Counties.  In  Jackson,  and  thence  southward,  it  regains  some- 
thing of  its  traditional  character  and  value,  and  is  somewhat 
extensively  mined  and  used  as  a  furnace-coal. 

From  these  and  other  facts  which  have  come  to  my  knowl- 
edge, I  feel  justified  in  saying  that  the  country  just  about 
New  Lisbon  is  underlaid  by  an  important  basin  of  Brier  Hill 
coal,  and  this  at  such  a  depth  that  it  can  be  worked  by  shafts  in 
the  valleys  with  scarcely  more  trouble  and  expense  than  though 
it  cropped  out  at  the  surface. 

Coal  Wo.  2. 

Coal-seam  No.  2  lies  from  40  to  60  feet  above  No.  1,  in 
the  region  where  it  is  best  developed,  i.  e.,  in  the  valley  of 
the  Killbuck,  Holmes  County.  Here  it  is  a  cannel-coal  (Straw- 
bridge's),  from  two  to  eight  feet  in  thickness.  All  around  the 
margin  of  the  coal-basin  a  thin  coal-seam  marks  this  horizon, 
but  it  is  not  constantly  present,  and  is  mucli  more  important 
in  Holmes  County  than  elsewhere. 

The  Strawbridge  coal  would  be  generally  classed  as  a  eannel, 
but  it  differs  considerably  in  chemical  composition  from  most 
cannels,  and  is  more  like  some  of  those  known  as  "  splint-coals  " 
in  England  and  Scotland;  It  has  the  structure  and  aspect  of  a 
cannel-coal,  but  has  so  large  a  percentage  of  fixed  carbon,  and 
so  little  volatile  matter,  that  it  is  applicable  to  quite  a  different 
class  of  uses.  The  Strawbridge  coal  has  as  great  heating  power 
as  almost  any  of  our  coals,  and  would  serve  an  excellent  pur- 
pose as  a  fumace-fuel,  if  it  contained  less  sulphur.  This  in- 
gredient would  preclude  its  use  for  the  manufacture  of  gas, 
even  if  it  were  not  true — as  it  is — that  it  contains  less  volatile 
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matter  than  the  "  Brier  Hill,"  which  is  generally  regarded  as 
the  "  driest "  of  our  coale.  It  will  serve  a  good  purpose  as  a 
household  fuel,  though  the  volume  of  ash  it  produces  will  he,  to 
many,  an  insuperable  ohjeetion  to  it.  In  this  respect,  however, 
it  will  compare  favorably  with  many  of  our  Ohio  cannels,  as 
they  generally  contain  nearly  as  much  ash.  I  formerly  made 
analyses  of  all  the  eannel-coals  then  known  in  Ohio,  and  found 
none  that  cootained  less  than  10  per  cent,  of  ash.  The  Plint 
Kidge  contains  12  per  cent. ;  the  purest  of  the  "W^alhonding 
cannel,  Coshocton  County,  contains  10  per  cent, ;  the  Canfield 
eannel  from  11  to  19  per  cent. ;  while  cannel  from  Darlington, 
just  east  of  the  line  of  Pennsylvania,  contains  from  28  to  52 
per  cent,  of  earthy  matter,  and  an  average  of  35  per  cent.  The 
latter  coal  is  now  largely  mined  and  sold  at  a  price  but  little 
below  that  of  our  best  varieties.  The  Strawbridge  has  much 
greater  heating  power  than  the  Darlington  coal,  and  ought  to 
command  at  least  an  equal  price. 

The  true  application  of  coals  like  the  Strawbridge  is  to  the 
generation  of  steam,  especially  in  locomotives.  Having  no 
tendency  to  cake  in  the  fire,  and  burning  as  freely  and  with 
nearly  as  little  smoke  as  wood,  such  coal  can  be  used  in  a  loco- 
motive-engine almost  without  change  in  the  fire-box.  For 
such  use  it  matters  little  whether  the  percentage  of  earthy 
matter  is  a  little  greater  or  less,  as  the  ashes  are  so  readily  dis- 
charged from  the  fdmace. 

Coal  m.  3  (B). 
This  coal  underlies  the  lower  or  blue  limestone.  It  is  almost 
everywhere  of  workable  thickness,  i.  e.,  from  three  to  six  feet. 
At  Mr.  Glasgo's  in  Western  Holmes  County,  it  is  cannel,  three 
feet  thick,  good.  At  Daggan's  mine,  Knox  Township,  it  is 
six  feet  thick,  in  nearly  two  equal  benches,  one  biturainous, 
the  other  eannel.  In  Salt  Creek  Township,  Holmes  County, 
it  is  four  feet  thick,  bituminous  in  places  in  two  benches, 
separated  by  two  feet  of  fire-clay,  in  others  without  partings. 
In  the  hills  south  of  Napoleon  it  shows  three  feet  of  coal,  in 
three  benches  of  one  foot  each,  with  partings  of  fire-clay  of 
equal  thickness  between  them.  On  the  east  side  of  the  Kill- 
buck,  in  Mechanic  Township,  it  is  true  cannel,  said  to  be  eight 
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feet  tliiek,  but  not  worked  or  so  exposed  that  its  value  can  be 
determined,  Northeast  of  Millersburg,  at  Mast's,  Collier's, 
and  Chambers's  mines,  it  is  about  four  feet  thicli,  semi-eannel, 
good ;  at  Harger's  Mill,  eastern  part  of  Holmes  County,  iive 
feet  thiet,  part  cannel,  part  bituminous. 

In  Stark  County,  coal  Wo.  3  is  known  as  the  "  limestone 
vein,"  and  is  worked  over  a  large  area.  About  Canton  and 
north  to  Greentown  it  is  from  three  and  a  half  to  four  feet  and 
a  half  thick,  a  tender,  caking  coal  of  medium  quality. 

In  Coshocton  County  this  seam  of  coal  acquires  unusual  im- 
portance in  Bedford  and  Jefferson  Townships.  It  is  here  can- 
ne!,  and,  as  we  often  find  this  bed,  divided  into  several  benches. 
Its  maximum  thickness  is  seven  feet,  and  the  best  portions  are 
as  pure  as  any  cannel  I  have  seen  in  Ohio, 

Coal  J^o.  4  (0,  Kittanning), 

Coal  No,  4,  lying  below,  and  No.  5  above,  the  gray  lime- 
stone, can  be  almost  always  found  when  sought  at  the  proper 
horizon,  but  in  Holmes  County  they  are  thin  and  of  little  value. 
Both,  however,  become  much  more  important  in  passing  toward 
the  east.  In  Holmes  County  coal  No.  i  is  not  constantly  pres- 
ent, and  nowhere,  that  we  liave  observed,  does  it  exceed  two 
feet  in  thickness. 

In  the  valley  of  the  Little  Bearer  above  New  Lisbon,  coal 
No.  4  is  seen,  a  few  inches  in  thicloiess,  buried  in  a  mass  of  bi- 
tuminous shale.  At  Letonia,  where  the  New  Lisbon'  Railroad 
crosses  the  Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago  Railroad,  No.  4 
is  a  bituminous  coal,  two  and  a  half  feet  in  thickness,  remarka- 
bly free  from  sulphur  and  ash,  in  fact  one  of  the  purest  coals  in 
the  State.  Here  it  is  extensively  coked,  and  furnishes  the  fuel 
used  in  the  suecessfiil  iron-works  in  this  locality.  Still  farther 
north,  in  the  edge  of  Canfield,  Mahoning  County,  this  seam  of 
eoal  is  two  and  a  half  feet  thick,  tlie  upper  six  inches  bitumi- 
nous, the  lower  two  feet  cannel.  At  Wetmore's  mine,  in  Can- 
field,  it  is  five  feet  in  thickness,  all  cannel  of  good  quality. 
Near  Palestine,  and  nt  Darlington,  Pennsylvania,  this  is  the 
"  Darlington  cannel,"  from  8  to  13  feet  in  thickness,  but  con- 
taining a  large  percentage  of  ash.    In  the  valley  of  the  Little 
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Beaver,  just  below  New  Lisbon,  coal  No.  4  is  represented  by 
20  feet  of  bituminous  sbale. 

Wherever  assuming  the  eannel  eliaracter,  this  coal-seam  has 
a  large  percentage  of  ash,  and  also  contains  the  remains  of 
fishes  and  moUusts,  thus  illustrating  the  truth  of  the  conclu- 
sions to  which,  from  these  and  other  facta,  I  was  years  ago 
led,  viz.,  that  cannel-coal  owes  its  peculiar  character  to  the 
large  amount  of  water  in  which  the  carbonaceous  matter  it 
contains  was  suspended;  that  it  was,  in  fact,  formed  in  the 
open  lagoons  of  the  coal-marshes,  where  the  softer  portions  of 
vegetable  tissue,  perfectly  macerated,  accumulated  with  more 
or  less  transported  sediment  and  mingled  with  the  remains  of 
aquatic  animals. 

Coal  No.  5  (D,  Lower  Freeport). 

This  coal-seam  lies  above  the  gray  limestone.  In  Holmes 
and  Tuscarawas  Counties  it  is  rarely  more  tlian  two  feet  in 
thickness,  and  is  therefore  of  comparatively  little  value. 

Near  Zoar,  in  Tuscarawas  County,  coal  No.  5  crops  out  in 
a  great  number  of  localities,  and  becomes  of  much  economical 
importance.  It  is  largely  mined  at  Mineral  Point,  where  it  is 
■  three  to  four  feet  thick,  underlaid  by  a  valuable  hard  fire-clay. 
After  passing  Hanover  Summit,  where  it  is  covered,  we  have 
in  the  valleys  of  Yellow  Creek  and  Little  Beaver  an  important 
coal-seam  beneath  the  white  limestone,  and  which  is  probably 
identical  with  Coal  No.  5,  of  the  western  counties.  This  is  the 
"  Koger  vein  "  of  the  Yellow  Creek  Yalley,  and  the  "  Whan 
seam  "  of  the  vicinity  of  New  Lisbon.  The  "  Roger  vein,"  on 
Yellow  Creek,  is  three  feet  in  thickness,  a  caking  coal  of  fair 
quality.  The  "  Whan  coal "  is  three  to  five  feet  in  thickness, 
working  large,  and  free-burning.  It  has  much  the  appearance 
of  the  Brier  Hill  coal,  but  contains  a  larger  percentage  of  vola- 
tile matter  and  more  sulphur. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Millersburg,  the  distance  between  the  npper 
limestone  and  coal-seamNo.  6  is  in  some  localities  as  little  as  25 
feet,  and  no  coal-seam  occurs  in  this  interval.  Going  eastward, 
the  limestone  and  sandstone  over  No.  6  become  more  widely 
separated,  and  about  Mineral  Point,  in  Tuscarawas  County,  this 
space  is  something  like  70  feet,  filled  with  argillaceous,  often 
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bitmuinoas  shale,  in  whicli  are  three  seams  of  coal,  the  upper- 
most (coal  No.  6)  just  under  the  sandstone ;  the  second,  12  to 
18  inches  thick,  25  feet  below,  an  impure  and  worthless  ean- 
nel ;  the  lowest,  four  feet  thick  (20  feet  lower),  a  very  hard, 
bright,  and  excellent  coal,  containing  too  much  sulphur  and  too 
much  volatile  matter  to  be  advantageously  used  as  a  furnace- 
coal,  but  very  free-burning,  and  highly  valued  as  a  steam-coal. 
This  is  known  as  the  "  Newberry  "  coal  at  Mineral  Point,  and 
is  worked  at  the  mines  of  Mr.  Holden. 

Coal  No,  6  (E.  Upper  Freeport). 

This  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  important  coals  of 
the  series.  It  lies  under  the  "  Mahoning  sandstone  "  and  over 
the  upper  of  the  two  limestones  before  referred  to.  On  the 
western  side  of  Holmes  County  it  has  a  thickness  of  two  feet. 
Near  Millersburg  it  is  the  coal  mined  by  Judge  Armor,  Mr. 
Saunders,  Day  &  Chattuck,  the  Holmes  County  Coal  Company, 
etc.,  is  from  five  to  six  feet  in  thiclmess,  generally  in  two 
benches  separated  by  a  slate  parting.  In  the  mine  of  Mr. 
Saunders  the  coal  is  in  three  benches,  the  top  15  inches,  the 
middle  two  feet,  and  the  bottom  18  inches  in  thickness.  At 
Judge  Armor's  mine,  a  half-mile  north,  there  are  but  two  bench- 
es, of  nearly  three  feet  each,  and  much  alike  in  quality.  The  coal 
of  this  mine  may  be  considered  typical  of  the  seam — ^breaking 
irregularly  with  broad,  smooth,  black,  resinous  surfaces,  rather 
tender,  and  containing  considerable  sulphur.  It  is  highly 
cementing  in  character,  and  makes  a  bright  and  handsome  coke 
if  properly  treated,  but  such  as  holds  too  much  sulphur  to 
mate  it  popular  as  a  furnace-fuel.  The  faults  of  this  coal  will 
be  almost  completely  corrected  by  washing.  This  will  remove 
nearly  all  the  sulphur  and  the  slate  that  comes  from  the  part^ 
ings,  and  will  make  it  possible  to  produce  from  it,  at  small  ex- 
pense, a  coke  which  will  be  first  class  in  quality.  This  coal  is 
much  liked  for  the  generation  of  steam,  and  is  the  type  of  a 
"  steamboat-coal"  on  the  Ohio,  where  the  draft  in  the  finrnaces 
is  so  strong  that  an  adhesive  coal  is  preferred. 

In  Tuscarawas  County,  coal  No.  6  is  seen  in  all  the  hills 
about  Mineral  Point.  It  is  but  little  worked  there,  but  is  the 
coal  mined  by  John  Black,  on  the  south  side  of  Huff's  Bun, 
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It  has  also  been  worlied  for  many  years  on  the  Zoar  Furnace 
property,  on  the  Davy  and  Holmes  farms,  at  Mineral  Point 
Station,  and  at  the  Tunnel,  three  miles  above.  In  all  this  re- 
gion it  is  from  three  and  a  half  to  four  feet  thicli,  a  caking  coal 
of  medium  quality.  In  the  valley  of  the  Conotten,  at  New 
Cumberland,  it  is  five  feet  thick,  the  upper  bench  greatly  im- 
proved in  quality.  From  this  locality  it  thickens  going  east, 
and  has  been  opened  at  some  points  in  Carroll  County,  where 
it  is  seven  feet  thick.  In  the  central  portions  of  this  county  it 
lies  too  deep  to  be  reached,  as  the  Barren  Measures  with  their 
red  shales  form  the  surface-rocks. 

In  Southern  Tuscarawas,  and  in  Coshocton  County,  this 
seam  furniehes  most  of  the  coal  mined.  It  is  the  seam  worked 
at  Coal  Port,  Port  Washington,  Trenton,  etc.  In  this  region  it 
ranges  from  three  to  six  feet  in  thickness,  and  varies  considera- 
bly in  purity,  but  has  a  prevailing,  I  may  almost  say,"  constant 
character  as  a  tender,  adbesive,  but  "strong"  and  valuable 
coal.  It  19  well  adapted  to  tbe  generation  of  steam,  and  its 
best  varieties  are  preferred  to  any  other  Ohio  coal  for  black- 
smiths' use. 

In  the  valley  of  Yellow  Creek,  17  miles  north  of  Steuben- 
.  ville,  coai  'No.  6  is  the  "  Big  vein  "  of  Salineville,  Hamraonde- 
ville,  and  Linton,  and  ranges  from  four  to  seven  and  a  half  feet 
in  thickness.  It  is  also  the  "  Big  vein  "  of  the  Shelton  and  Ar- 
ter  forms,  near  New  Lisbon.  Throughout  this  region  it  yields 
a  highly-bituminous,  caking  coal,  containing  too  much  sulphur 
to  be  used  for  gas,  but  destined,  when  washed  and  coked,  to 
play  an  important  part  in  the  future  industries  of  this  remark- 
ably rich  district.  East  of  New  Lisbon,  coal  No.  6  is  less  thick, 
but  purer.  It  is  Dyke's  Coal,  on  Camp  E.un,  the  coal  of  the 
Carbon  Hill,  Enon  Valley,  and  other  mines  near  Palestine,  and 
is  the  "  Up2>er  Freeport "  coal  of  the  Pennsylvania  geologists. 
The  foregoing  complete  the  lower  coal-measures. 

Co(A  No,  7  (i^,  Ml  the  Barren,  Measwes). 

This  coal  lies  in  the  tops  of  the  highest  hills  in  the  western 

part  of  Holmes  County,  where  it  is  known  as  the  "  Taylor 

coal,"  is  from  four  to  six  feet  in  thickness,  open  burning,  and 

very  pure.     Unfortunately,   the    area  it    occupies    is    small. 
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ThroTiglioUt  most  of  Holmes  Coimty  it  is  either  wholly  cut 
away  or  left  in  the  summits  of  the  hills.  In  the  Fairfield  Hills 
of  Tuscarawas  County,  which  reach  up  to  the  Barren  Coal- 
Measures,  it  is  three  to  three  and  a  half  feet  in  thickness,  of 
rather  poor  quality.  It  here  underlies  the  famous  Black  Band 
ore  of  that  district.  At  Salineville  it  is  the  "  Strip  vein ;"  on 
Lower  Yellow  Creek,  the  "Cumberland"  or  "  Groff  vein." 
In  most  of  Columbiana  County  it  is  confined  to  the  highest 
lands,  and  is  little  worked ;  but  at  Palestine  it  is  the  coal  mined 
by  Burnett  &  Joy,  and,  like  most  of  the  coals  of  that  vicinity, 
is  of  excellent  quality.  It  is  the  Elk  Lick  coal  of  Somerset 
County,  Pennsylvania. 

This  is  the  highest  workable  seam  of  coal  in  Ohio  below  the 
Pittsburg  bed,  although  a  thin  seam  (G),  sometimes  two  feet  in 
thickness,  is  found  above  it.  It  is  overlaid  by  the  great  mass 
of  colored  shales  which  form  the  Barren  Coal-Measures,  and 
which  compose  the  tops  of  the  hills  bordering  Yellow  Creek, 
extending  thence  southward  to  Marietta. 

Their  Useful  Qualities. — ^With  the  exception  of  the  Brier 
Hill  coal,  there  is  probably  no  seam  which  along  its  outcrop, 
north  of  the  National  Eoad,  will  supply  a  first-class  furnace- 
coal.  The  coal  of  the  upper  seams  is  almost  universally 
cementing  in  character,  furnishing  a  fuel  in  many  instances 
■well  adapted  to  the  generation  of  steam,  and  for  the  puddling- 
fiimace,  but  such  as  can  only  be  used  in  the  blast-furnace  after 
being  coked.  In  several  localities  these  caking  coals  are 
sufficiently  pure  to  be  used  for  the  manufacture  of  gas — as  at 
Hammondsvillc,  Palestine,  Letonia,  etc. — ^but  the  quantity  of 
sulphur  which  they  contain  is  generally  so  large  that  they 
require  more  purification  than  can  be  economically  effected. 
It  should  not  be  inferred,  however,  from  these  remarks,  that 
the  immense  store  of  fossil  fuel  contained  in  the  region  under 
consideration  is  of  such  quabty  as  not  to  be  usefully  employed 
in  the  arts ;  but  it  is  necessary  that  some  process  should  be 
adopted  for  freeing  our  coals  of  the  sulphur  by  which  they  are 
so  generally  contaminated  before  they  will  become  available 
for  the  most  important  uses,  and  before  their  full  value  will  be 
developed.  Here  is  a  field  where  intelligence  and  enterprise 
are  capable  of  producing  results  of  the  very  highest  importance, 
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not  only  to  the  residents  of  this  region,  but  to  the  State  at 
large.  By  the  introduction  of  the  improved  proeesseB  of  coal- 
washing  and  eoMng  no^  in  constant  use  in  many  parts  of  the 
Old  "Worldj'these  coals  may  be  made  to  produce  a  fui-naee-fiiel 
quite  equal  in  value  to  our  best  open-burning  coals.  Dr. 
Newberry  does  not  hesitate  to  predict  that,  within  a  few  years, 
this  region  will  be  dotted  over  with  ftimaces  supplied  with  fuel 
prepared  in  this  way. 

The  eannelH3oal8,  which  abound  in  our  coal-measures,  all  con- 
tain as  much  as  10  per  cent,  of  ash.  But  for  this  they  could  prob- 
ably be  transported  to  New  York,  and  compete  with  the  English 
cannel,  which  is  there  the  favorite  and  fashionable  household 
fuel,  and  which  sella  for  from  $20  to  $25  per  ton.  But  the  Wigan 
English  cannel  has  only  about  three  per  cent,  of  ash,  and,  while 
the  difference  between  the  heating  power  of  the  two  varieties 
is  not  great,  the  volume  of  ash  left  by  our  coals  would  be  re- 
garded as  an  insurmotmtable  objection  by  those  who  use  (he 
English  cannel,  not  only  for  its  cheerfulness,  but  its  cleanliness. 

Our  cannel-coals  supply  a  large  volume  of  the  best  illumi- 
nating gae,  and  they  will  doubtless  be  somewhat  used  for  this 
purpose  in  the  future,  but  the  coke  made  from  them  is  of  in- 
ferior quality,  and  any  considerable  percentage  of  it  would  im- 
pair the  value  of  the  coke  produced  in  the  retorts  of  the  gas 
companies ;  and  this  goes  far  toward  paying  the  cost  of  the 
coking  coals  they  use.  In  my  judgment,  the  best  use  to  which 
our  cannel-coals  can  be  applied,  at  present,  is  for  fuel  for  loco- 
motives. Burning,  as  the  cannels  do,  so  much  like  wood,  they 
can  be  used  in  ordinary  locomotive-furnaces  with  little  or  no 
change ;  and  since  their  heating-power  is  twice  that  of  wood, 
and  they  crop  out  along  the  sides  of  several  of  our  railroads, 
they  seem  to  me  destined  to  supply  the  place  of  wood,  now  in 
many  places  becoming  somewhat  scarce. 


e  or  StraitmjiUe  Goal  in  Perry  and  Athens  C 
In  every  eoal-region  in  which  there  occurs  some  one  coal- 
seam  of  much  greater  size  and  better  quality  than  the  others,  it 
stamps  its  character  on  the  region,  and  the  smaller  seams  are 
almost  entirely  overlooked.  In  the  Pennsylvania  anthracite 
regions  it  is  the  mammoth  bed  E  that  produces  nearly  all  the 
a  Van  Noitrand'a  Magmine,  April,  1870. 
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coal ;  in  the  Cumberland  (Maryland)  region,  the  Big  seam  H ; 
and  in  Southwestern  Pennsylvania,  the  Pittshurg  seam.  In 
Sunday  Creek  Valley  is  found  a  bed  <^f  coal  which  Prof.  E.  E. 
Andrews,  the  aesistant  geologist  in  the  survey  now  in  progress, 
says  wil!  doubtless  prove  to  be  the  finest  in  the  State.  In  the 
Report  for  1870  he  says  it  is  below  the  ferriferous  limestone, 
which  makes  it  No.  3,  or  3.  The  following  account  of  it  is  con- 
densed from  his  report  for  1869  : 

The  limits  of  its  horizontal  range  had  not  then  been  ascer- 
tained, but  it  was  finely  developed  ou  Sunday  Creek,  a  branch 
of  the  Hocking  River  on  its  north  side,  which  empties  itself  at 
Athens,  in  Athens  County,  and  it  seems  to  extend  through  part 
of  Muskingum,  Perry,  Morgan,  and  Athens  Counties,  and  prob- 
ably farther.  It  is  everywhere  of'  good  workable  thickness, 
and  over  a  large  area  it  measures  from  6  to  11,  and  even 
12  feet.  It  is  thinner  on  the  north,  but  on  Sunday  and 
Monday  Creeks,  in  Perry  County,  it  is  11  feet,  and  on  the 
Hocking,  in  the  vicinity  of  Nelsonville,  it  is  seldom  less  tlian  6 
feet.  There  is  no  doubt  it  is  one  continuous  seam,  as  it  not 
only  holds  uniform  relations  to  the  lower  rocks,  but  it  has, 
moreover,  been  traced  from  hill  to  hiU.  It  had  not  been  traced 
at  the  date  of  this  Report  to  the  south  of  the  Hocking  hills,  hut 
it  was  known  to  extend  a  considerable  distance  south  of  Nelson- 
ville. It  dips  below  the  Hocking  River,  not  fer  from  the  mouth 
of  Monday  Creek ;  but  it  is  reached  by  shafts  at  points  farther 
down  that  river. 

Thickness. — At  Nelsonville,  in  the  northwest  part  of  Athens 
County,  on  the  Hocking  River,  the  coal  measures  from  six  feet 
to  six  feet  four  inches,  divided  into  three  parts  by  thin  slates, 
the  lower  one  from  one  to  two,  and  the  upper  one  from  three 
to  four  inches.  These  partings  are  generally  found  to  char- 
acterize the  seam  throughout  its  whole  extent,  and  in  this 
respect  it  strongly  resembles  Seam  B,  as  found  over  very  ex- 
tensive regions  in  Pennsylvania.  In  its  northern  and  north- 
eastern extensions  the  seam  grows  thicker.  At  Straitsville,  in 
Salt  Lick  Township,  Perry  County  the  seam  measures  11  feet, 
of  which  IQi  are  coal,  with  the  two  thin  slates  from  two  to  four 
inches  each,  the  upper  bench  alone  being  six  feet  ten  inches  of 
clear  coal.   Numerous  other  sections  are  given  by  Prof  Andrews 
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in  many  other  localities  with  the  general  remart  that  the'coal 
IB  everywhere  in  this  section  largely  developed,  and  tliat  every 
fanner  who  owns  hill-land  possesses  the  coal  measuring  from 
6  to  11  feet  thick.  The  reports  of  some  of  the  coal  com- 
jjanies  represent  it  as  even  14  feet  thick,  and  sections  of  this 
coal-bed  have  been  exhibited  in  Chicago  12  feet  in  thickness, 
with  only  two  very  thin  bands  of  slate. 

The  natural  exposures  in  this  part  of  the  State  show  a  mag- 
nificent body  of  very  superior  coal,  with  every  advantage  for 
easy  mining  and  drainage.  In  all  the  tributaries  of  Sunday 
Creek  which  have  the  requisite  erosion  this  great  seam  of  coal 
is  found.  A  vast  body  of  coal  can  be  mined  up  the  dip  from 
this  valley,  and  there  is  scarcely  any  limit  to  the  coal  which  is 
rendered  accessible  by  the  various  branches  of  Sunday  Creek. 
The  great  body  of  highlands  which  constitute  the  divide  be- 
tween the  waters  flowing  into  the  Muskingum  and  into  the 
Upper  Hocking  is  doubtless  underlaid  with  this  coal,  constitut- 
ing a  vast  sheet  of  11  feet  in  maximum  thickness  on  the  south, 
and  gradually  growing  thinner  to  four  and  five  feet  in  its  north- 
em  outcrop,  along  the  Zanesville  &  Cincinnati  Eailroad. 
The  value  of  the  Upper  Sunday  Creek  Talley  as  a  coal-field 
says  Prof.  Andrews,  cannot  be  over-estimated.  Farther  north, 
in  Perry  County,  the  coal  is  seven  feet  eight  inches,  and  a  lower 
seam  appears  above  water-level.  In  Jifewton  Township,  Mus- 
kingum County,  both  seams  are  now  largely  mined,  and  the 
coal  shipped  by  the  Zanesville  &  Cincinnati  EaUroad.  The 
upper  seam  measures  four  feet,  and  the  other,  which  is  22  feet 
below,  measures  three  feet  ten  inches.  The  coal  is  largely  used 
for  domestic  purposes  and  for  the  generation  of  steam,  and  is 
well  spoken  of. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  remark.able  belt  of  coal,  the  Nelaon- 
ville  seam,  which  has  been  traced  into  Muskingum  County,  has 
a  very  extensive  range,  having  been  traced  over  a  belt  of  coun- 
try 40  miles  long  and  averaging  12  miles  wide.  In  the  north- 
east, the  coal  rises  in  the  hills  and  disappears.  To  the  east  and 
southeast,  it  dips  below  all  the  valleys. 

The  geographical  situation,  as  proximate  to  a  vast  coajless 
district,  extending  west  and  northwest  of  it  for  hundreds  of 
milea,  its  accessibility,  its  enormous  quantity,  and  superior  qual- 
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ity,  and  the  rare  advantages  for  mining  and  draining,  make 
this  great  bed  of  coal  worthy  the  attention  of  the  people  of  the 
State  and  of  capitalists  everywhere. 

Quality  of  the  2ifdsomnlle  Coal. — It  is  properly  classed 
among  the  dry-burning  coals.  The  tendency  to  melt  and  coke 
is  slight,  and  the  free  circulation  of  air  secures  the  best  possi- 
ble combustion.  Although  not  as  highly  bituminous  as  some 
other  varieties  of  coal,  jet  the  flame  is  considerable,  and  the 
coal  makes  a  very  cheerful  parlor-fire.  It  has  been  in  use  a 
long  time,  and  everywhere  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  very 
superior  coal  for  all  the  uses  to  which  it  has  been  applied.  It 
has  been  used  in  rolling-mills  at  Columbus  and  Marietta,  with 
strong  approval ;  it  is  highly  estimated  for  the  generation  of 
steam,  and  it  is  very  popular  for  household  use.  The  small 
percentage  of  ash,  the  unusually  complete  combustion,  giving  a 
fine  blaze  and  little  smoke,  the  large  percentage  of  fixed  car- 
bon, giving  great  heating  power,  and  the  small  amount  of  sul- 
phur to  create  in  combustion  sulphurous  fumes,  all  combine  to 
render  the  coal  of  this  great  seam  one  of  the  best  known  coals 
for  all  uses. 

The  present  geological  survey  of  Ohio  has  not  yet  pro- 
gressed sufficiently  to  enable  us  to  give  any  full  account  of  the 
almost  incalculable  quantity  of  coal  found  in  other  workable 
seams.  On  Sunday  Creek,  near  Millerstown,  Perry  County, 
there  are  two  seams  higher  than  the  great  one,  measuring  six 
and  four  feet  respectively,  and  there  are  also  in  some  localities 
good  seams  below  it.  In  the  eastern  part  of  Athens  County 
is  a  seam  of  coal  supposed  by  the  geologists  of  the  old  survey 
to  be  the  equivalent  of  the  Pomeroy  seam,  which  measures  nine 
or  ten  feet  in  thickness.  In  the  Duck  Creek  Valley,  a  seam 
ranges  from  five  to  seven  feet  in  thickness,  and  all  over  the 
southern  half  of  the  field  there  are  found  seams  ranging  from 
three  to  five  feet.  Those  referred  to  lie  above  surface  drainage, 
while  the  stores  of  coal  which  may  be  found  by  tracing  the 
seams  in  their  eastern  dip  remain  to  be  examined. 


Th^  Barr&n  and  Upper  i 

A  very  important  line  of  observation  of  the  coal-measures 

of  Ohio  is  that  along  the  Ohio  River.    The  State  line  crosses 
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that  river  at  the  mouth  of  Little  Beaver  Creek,  27  miles  above 
Steubenville  and  in  the  lower  eoal-measiires.  All  the  strata  of 
the  lower  coal  group  dip  below  the  bed  of  the  river  a  little 
above  Steubenville ;  the  highest  coal-seam  of  the  group  E,  Upper 
Freeport,  is  seen  -in  the  bed  of  the  river  about  one  and  a  third 
miles  above  that  place,  and  a  little  farther  down  it  ia  reached  by 
a  shaft  25  feet  deep  below  the  bed  of  the  river,  the  seam  being 
three  feet  nine  inches  thick  of  good  coal. 

The  Barren  Ooal-Measures  have  their  outcrop  on  the  river 
hills  about  eight  miles  above  Steubenville,  and  nearly  their 
whole  thickness  is  disclosed  in  the  hills  immediately  opposite 
the  town.  The  southern  or  western  outcrop  of  the  Barren 
Measures  on  the  river  on  the  hill-top  is  below  the  West  Vir- 
ginia State  line,  a  distance  of  more  than  260  miles  by  the  river, 

The  western  outcrop  of  the  whole  coal-field  is  at  Pine  Creek, 
near  the  line  between  Lawrence  and  Scioto  Counties,  being  309 
miles,  by  the  windings  of  the  river,  from  the  point  where  it  is 
crossed  by  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  line.  The  average  fall 
of  the  river  is  but  five  inches  per  mile.  Li  the  chapter  on  "West 
Virginia  the  great  synclinal  or  centre  of  the  basin  is  described 
aa  on  the  Virginia  side  of  tlie  river,  from  Marietta  southward, 
and  running  in  or  near  the  river  from  that  northward  for  45 
miles  to  Fishing  Creek.  In  Greene  and  Washington  Counties, 
Pennsylvania,  it  ia  about  under  the  present  water-shed  between 
the  Ohio  and  Monongahela  Eivers. 

The  following  is  given  by  H.  D.  Rogers  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Report,  as  the  boundary-line  of  the  Pittsburg  seam  in 
Ohio :  After  crossing  the  Ohio  River  north  of  Steubenville, 
the  line  of  its  outcrop  from  the  river  hills,  he  says,  pursues  a 
very  nearly  southwest  course  to  McConnellsville,  on  the  Mus- 
kingum River,  ranging  through  near  the  centre  of  Jefferson 
County,  the  southwest  comer  of  Harrison,  the  northwest  comer 
of  Belmont,  and  diagonally  through  Guernsey,  into  the  eentre 
of  Morgan  County.  From  the  Muskingum  it  tends  more  near- 
ly south,  encroaching  gradually  toward  the  Ohio  River,  passing 
a  little  east  of  the  town  of  Athens,  through  the  southwest 
comer  of  Meigs  County,  and  through  Gallia  County  to  the 
Ohio  River,  which  it  reaches  a  little  above  BnrHngton,  in  Law- 
rence County.    The  thickness  of  the  eeara  is  but  little  more 
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than  three  feet  near  the  south  end  of  this  area,  and  there  the 
lower  coal-measures  are  mnch  more  important, 

A  careftil  topographical  survey  and  map  is  necessary,  how- 
ever, before  the  outcrop  lines  of  this  and  the  other  seams  of 
coal  in  Ohio  can  he  made  with  accuracy. 

North  of  the  Muskingum  River,  too,  the  boundaries  are  very 
much  concealed  by  heavy  deposits  of  drift,  and  the  coal-seams 
are  often  difficult  to  identify.  In  the  vicinity  of  Wheeling  the 
hills  are  from  150  to  250  feet  in  height,  and  they  abound  in 
coal.  The  Pittsburg  seam  is  here  90  feet  above  the  river,  and 
stretches  along  the  face  of  the  river-hills  for  13  miles  below  the 
place,  when  at  the  mouth  of  Pike  Creek  it  gradnally  dips  under 
the  bed  of  the  river,  the  seam  being  then  six  feet  thick.  Four 
miles  west  of  Wheeling,  in  Ohio,  the  same  coal  appears  on  the 
National  Road.  It  is  at  a  higher  elevation  than  on  the  river  at 
Wheeling,  where  the  seam  is  six  feet  thick,  and  of  an  excellent 
quality.  On  the  Ohio  River  it  does  not  appear  again  for  1S6 
miles,  atPomeroy.  By  Dr.  Hildreth's  section,  taken  with  great 
accuracy  and  care  at  Wheeling,  there  are  in  the  descending  or- 
der, first,  ten  feet  of  soil,  then  four  separate  layers  of  argillaceous 
and  sandy  rocks,  in  all  44  feet,  then  two  feet  of  pure  coal.  Next 
is  a  bed  of  24  feet  of  limestone,  of  different  chemical  affinities,  a 
portion  of  which  is  burned  into  lime.  Below  this  is  the  Pitts- 
burg seam,  consisting  first  of  two  feet  of  coal,  of  inferior  quality, 
which  is  left  in  as  a  roof  in  mining  the  main  eoal  below.  Then 
one  foot  of  slate  clay,  which  is  removed  in  mining ;  the  main 
coal  immediately  below  it  varies  from  six  to  seven  feet  in  thick- 
ness, is  an  excellent  quality  of  highly-bituminous  coal,  with  a 
compact  structure.  Tlie  Ohio  River  hills  are  pierced  in  many 
places  by  gangways,,  and  large  quantities  of  coal  have  for  many 
years  been  passed  down  railways,  or  inclined  planes,  into  flat- 
boats  by  which  the  coal  is  sent  down  the  river  to  market.  Be- 
low the  main  coal-seam  is  a  layer  of  about  eight  feet  of  slaty 
clay,  similar  to  that  above  it,  then  15  inches  of  limestone,  then 
25  feet  of  sandstone,  and  60  feet  of  red  shale  and  colored 
marl,  the  Barren  Measures  extending  to  the  bed  of  the  river. 

Coal  No.  6  appears  at  Wellsville,  19  miles  above  Steuben- 
ville,  of  a  thickness  of  six  feet,  140  feet  above  the  river,  and  76 
feet  above  the  lake.    At  Steubenville  it  is  150  feet  below  the 
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river.  From  SteubenTille  to  the  mouth  of  "Wegee  Creek,  eight 
miles  helow  Wheeling,  on  the  Ohio  side,  the  Pittsburg  eeam 
gradually  sinks  362  feet  in  30  miles,  being  at  the  rate  of  12  feet 
per  mile,  the  course  of  the  river  being  south  18°  ■west.  The 
dip  of  the  coal,  however,  is  southwest  at  the  rate  of  40  or  50 
feet  per  mUe.  On  the  Virginia  side  the  mines  are  troubled 
with  water,  while  on  the  Ohio  side  the  water  runs  out  freely 
through  adits  a  mile  long  running  west  by  north,  giving  a  great 
advantage  to  the  Ohio  mines,     (Colonel  Whittlesey.) 

The  southerly  borders  of  the  Muskingum  Kiver,  and  in  fact 
a  very  large  tract  on  both  sides  of  the  Ohio  Hiver,  from  a  point 
15  miles  below  Wheeling,  at  the  mouth  of  Pipe  Creek,  to  a 
point  20  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Kanawha,  nearly  150 
miles,  is  covered  with  strata  of  red  marl,  single  layers  of  which 
are  in  many  places  from  10  to  40  feet  in  thickness.  The  vege- 
table impressions  found  in  these  rocks  are  similar  to  those  of  the 
coal-measures,  but  the  formation  contains  little  or  no  work- 
able coal. 

Dr.  Hildreth  speaks  of  this  as  a  curioxis  fact  that  the  coal- 
deposits  are  so  very  thin  and  rare  along  this  part  of  the  Ohio 
Eiver ;  but,  with  oiu*  present  knowledge  of  the  series  of  rocks 
and  the  stnicture  of  the  field,  it  is  what  we  should  have  expected, 
as  elsewhere  there  are  only  some  thin  worthless  seams  of  coal  in 
this  part  of  the  formation.  In  the  chapter  on  the  West  Virginia 
coal-fleld  farther  particulars  of  the  coal-measures  as  they  are  de- 
veloped along  the  Ohio  Kiver  are  given;  These  red  shales,  says 
Prof.  Newberry,  form  a  conspicuous  horizon,  running  through 
the  highlands  from  Marietta  to  Yellow  Creek.  At  the  latter 
locality  they  form  a  great  mass  of  colored  shales,  and  compose 
the  tops  of  the  hills. 

The  following  brief  sketch  of  the  upper  group  of  coals  in  the 
Ohio  subdivision  of  the  Alleghany  coal-fleid  is  given  in  a  letter 
from  Prof.  J.  S.  Newberry,  chief  geologist  of  the  State :  "  The 
general  structure  of  the  lower  group  of  coals  in  the  northern 
half  of  the  Ohio  coal-fields  is  given  in  sufficient  detail  for  your 
purpose  in  our  report  of  progress  for  1870.  No  report  has  been 
made  on  the  -structure  of  the  coal-measures  of  Southern  Ohio  by 
Prof.  E.  B.  Andrews,  who  has  had  that  field  under  his  special 
charge.    He  states,  however,  that  he  has  failed  to  discover  in 
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Soitthem  Oliio  the  same  system  and  regularity  that  we  have 
found  to  pervade  the  coal-mfeasnres  of  the  area  north  of  the 
Central  Ohio  road.  It  seemB  scarcely  possible,  however,  that 
there  should  be  so  radical  a  difference  in  the  structure  of  con- 
tiguous districts,  as  his  report  would  lead  us  to  believe,  and  I 
have  little  doubt  that,  when  his  field  has  been  more  thoroughly 
canvassed,  the  facts  observed  will  be  found  to  crystallize  into  a 
system  not  yet  detected,  but  which,  when  made  apparent,  will 
better  harmonize  the  somewhat  disconnected  observations  yet 
made  in  the  Ohio  eoal-iield.  It  is  (juite  certain  that  the  system 
which  I  have  described  in  all  the  coal-measures  north  of  the 
National  Road,  as  the  order  of  sequence  which  I  educed  from  my 
many  years'  previous  study  of  the  field  and  in  the  reconnais- 
sance of  1870,  has  been  thoroughly  tested  by  the  veteran  geolo- 
gists, Prof.  J.  T.  Hodge,  Prof.  J.  J.  Stevenson,  and  Mr.  M.  0. 
Head,  all  of  whom  have  been  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  geol- 
ogy of  the  counties  within  the  coal-area.  Their  observations 
so  fiilly  confirmed  mine  that  the  numerical  arrangement  of  the 
lower  group  of  coals  may  be  accepted  as  applicable,  at  least  to 
the  northern  half  of  our  coal-area,  though  more  extended  ob- 
servations have  led  me,  for  convenience  sake,  to  make  a  slight 
change  in  the  numbering  of  the  beds ;  viz.,  No.  4,  the  coal- 
seam  lying  between  the  two  lowest  limestones,  proving  of 
workable  thickness  over  a  less  considerable  area  than  was  at 
first  supposed,  and  No.  5  a,  above  the  upper  limestone,  having 
a  wider  range ;  our  former  No.  4  is  now  3  o,  and  No.  5  a  is 
No.  5. 

"  The  Barren  Coal-Measures  are  better  shown  in  the  north- 
em  than  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  though  the  horizon 
which  they  occupy  is  well  marked  from  the  centre  of  Columbi- 
ana County,  southwesterly  to  the  Ohio  Hiver,  and,  as  I  have  be- 
fore stated,  red  shales  form  a  feature  in  the  strata  of  this  horizon, 
by  which  it  may  be  recognized  by  the  most  cursory  observation. 
The  Barren  Coal-Measures  have  their  most  perfect  development 
in  Jefferson  County,  below  Steubenville,  where  all  the  interval 
between  No.  6,  the  Upper  Preeport  coal,  and  No.  8,  the  Pitta- 
burg  seam,  an  interval  from  503  to  534  feet,  is  wifliout  a  work- 
able or  even  noticeable  seam  of  coal.  Going  west  and  south 
from  this  region,  however,  the  Barren  Measures  become  less 
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barren  ;  No.  7  becomes  a  constant  and  important  seam  in  the 
valleys  of  tbe  Tuscarawas  and  its  tributari^,  while  7  a  and  1J>, 
wanting  north  and  east,  are  introdaced,  and  become  locally  of 
workable  tbiekness. 

"  The  Pittsburg  seam,  our  No.  8  (H),  is  recognized  as  tbe  first 
of  the  upper  series  of  coal-seams.  Its  line  of  outcrop  as  traced 
by  Prof.  H,  D.  Eogere  is  essentially  correct.  It  first  appears  on 
tbe  west  side  of  tbe  Obio,  on  tbe  bill-tops  of  tbe  northern  part 
of  Jefferson  County  and  the  soutbeastem  comer  of  CarroH 
County.  Thence  it  sweeps  out  through  Guernsey,  IMuskingum, 
Morgan,  Athens,  and  Meigs,  to  Pomeroy.  On  the  Ohio  Eiver 
it  outcrops  for  36  miles  in  all  tbe  bills  between  Steubenville 
and  Mound  City,  which  is  13  miles  below  Wheeling,  coming 
up  again  at  Pipe  Creek.  In  thickness  it  varies  from  four  feet 
to  eight,  usually  with  two  partings,  which  sometimes  separate 
the  coal  into  three  distinct  seams.  In  quality  the  coal  is  subject 
to  considerable  local  variation.  It  is  everywhere  a  caking  coal, 
and  in  many  places  could  hardly  be  distinguished  from  that  of 
the  second  level  of  the  Yougbiogbeny. 

"Above  the  Pittsburg  seam  we  have  in  Oliio  a  thickness  of 
300  or  400  feet  of  tbe  upper  coal-measures ;  but  as  tbe  trough 
of  the  Alleghany  coal-licld  lies  in  "West  Virginia,  between 
Morgantown  and  Wheeling,  our  section  does  not  reach  to  the 
summit  of  tbe  series.  "We  bave  enumerated  four  coal-seams 
above  the  Pittsburg,  in  Obio,  three  of  which  are  thought  by 
Prof.  Stevenson  to  respectively  correspond  with  the  "Waynes- 
burg,  Sewickley,  and  Eedstone.'  In  addition  to  these  there  are 
two  or  three  minor  seams  which  locally  assume  some  impor- 
tance. On  the  whole,  tbe  upper  coal-measures  in  Obio,  even 
including  the  Pittsburg  seam,  are  greatly  inferior  in  importance 
to  the  lower  coal-measures,  both  as  regards  tbe  area  they 
occupy  and  the  coal-seams  which  they  contain.  An  interest- 
ing feature  of  the  upper  coal-measures  is  tbe  great  mass  of 
limestone  associated  with  the  Pittsburg  seam,  which  sometimes 
attains  a  thickness  of  70  feet,  and  in  greater  or  less  force  is 
always  coextensive  with  that  seam.  It  should  also  be  said  that 
tbe  upper  coal-measures  contain  strata  of  hydraulic  limestone, 
wbich  yield  a  cement  equal  in  quality  to  any  produced  in  the 
country.  This  cement  is  now  largely  manufactured  by  Messrs. 
'  Probablj  Noa.  32,  25,  and  22,  in  (he  Beotion, 
22 
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Parker  &  Son,  at  EameBvillc,  Belmont  County,  and,  bo  far  as 
quantity  is  concerned,  the  wants  of  the  entire  country  could  be 
supplied  from  this  source.  The  fire-clays  of  the  upper  coal- 
measures  are  apparently  less  valuable  than  those  of  the  lower 
series.  At  least  none  of  the  plastic  clays  have  been  shown  to 
be  equal  to  that  underlying  coal  No.  3,  which  is  the  basis  of  an 
industry  yielding  an  annual  revenue  of  more  than  a  milUon 
dollars,  while  the  non-plastic  fire-clay  underlying  No.  5  (similar 
to  the  Mount  Savage),  so  valuable  an  element  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  fire-brick,  seems  to  have  no  representative  in  the  upper 


The  Coal-Trade. — The  Commissioner  of  Statistics,  of  Ohio, 
reports  the  following  table  of  the  amounts  of  coal  mined  in  this 
State  for  a  series  of  years,  as  determined  by  his  own  inquiries, 
and  by  the  reports  made  by  assessors.  The  commissioner  ex- 
presses the  opinion  that  these  estimates  are  all  too  low,  and 
that  some  better  system  of  collecting  statistics  of  this  vital 
branch  of  productive  industry  should  be  a ' 


TEAR. 

^^■^lu 

Ton.. 

tEAB. 

Bu.l«l.. 

T.„^ 

1,684,200 

JSOT 

48,708,820 

i,e6a,i»6 

2,199,202 

In  Pennsylvania  a  more  successful  system  for  the  collection 
of  mineral  statistics  was  begun  in  1872,  by  the  collection  of 
reports  from  railroad  companies  of  the  coal  carried  and  con- 
sumed by  them,  supplemented  by  reports  from  mines,  of  which 
the  product  was  used  where  mined. 

Prof.  Andrews  enumerates  a  number  of  localities  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  coal-field  where  coal  is  mined.  At  Pom- 
eroy  and  Syracuse,  in  Meigs  County,  the  production  is  esti- 
mated at  9,000,000  bushels,  or  360,000  tons.  The  immediate 
vicinity  of  Pomeroy,  including  the  West  Virginia  side,  is  esti- 
mated at  480,000  tons. 

In  Athens  County  coal  is  largely  mined  at  Nelaonville,  and 
the  production  has  been  rapidly  increasing  since  the  completion 
of  the  Columbus  &  Hocking  Valley  Railroad. 

Near  Haydenville,  in  Hocking  County,  are  the  extensive 
mines  of  Peter  Hayden.     Considerable  coal  is  mined  at  various 
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points  on  the  Marietta  &  Cincinnati  Railroad,  in  Athene  and 
Vinton  Counties.  At  Chauneey  and  Sahna,  coal  for  the  salt- 
works is  obtained  by  shafts  from  the  INelsonville  seam.  At 
Jackson  it  is  largely  mined  for  tlie  bket-fumaces.  At  Petrea, 
coal  need  on  the  locomotives  of  the  Marietta  &  Cincinnati  Rail- 
road is  extensively  mined  and  for  shipment.  It  is  also  largely 
produced  at  Carbondale,  in  Athens  County,  and  at  the  Hiami 
Company's  mines  on  the  line  of  the  Zanesville  &  Cincinnati 
Railroad,  in  Muskingum  County.  At  Zanesville,  and  at  various 
points  on  the  Muskingum  River,  coal  is  extensively  mined  for 
local  use,  but  little  is  shipped  away  from  the  immediate  vicin- 
ity. A  considerable  quantity  is  brought  by  rail  to  Hanging 
Rock,  and  shipped  by  the  Ohio  River.  At  Sheridan  mines,  six 
miles  from  Ironton,  are  extensive  mines.  On  Duck  Creek  a 
limited  quantity  is  mined  for  local  use,  and  it  is  pretty  largely 
mined  and  shipped  in  Guernsey  County,  near  Cambridge,  on 
the  Central  Ohio  Railroad.  The  United  States  census  of  1870 
reports  the  production  of  coal  in  the  State  of  Ohio  at  2,527,385 
tons. 

All  tbings  considered,  the  coal-field  of  Ohio  must  be  reck- 
oned as  second  in  importance  only  to  that  of  Pennsylvania. 
It  occupies  a  noble  central  position  in  the  country,  and  directly 
on  or  near  all  the  great  through-lines  of  travel  from  the  Atlan- 
tic cities  to  the  "Western  States.  Its  whole  eastern  border  for 
308  miles,  from  Little  Beaver  Creek  to  Pine  Creek,  is  washed 
by  that  fine  navigable  river  the  Ohio,  while  but  a  short  dis- 
tance north  of  it  lies  the  chain  of  great  lakes.  Nature  has  thus 
supplied  it  with  the  best  and  cheapest  water  transportation. 
The  features  of  the  country,  too,  are  such  as  make  the  construc- 
tion of  railroads  through  ^1  parts  of  this  coal-field  comparative- 
ly cheap.  Its  coal-beds  are  numerous  and  of  good  size,  near 
the  surface,  easily  discovered  and  traced ;  mines  can  be  opened 
with  little  expense,  and  the  mining  requires  but  Uttle  labor. 
With  the  exception  of  the  block-coal  of  Indiana,  there  is  no 
other  coal  west  of  this  State  equal  to  that  of  Ohio  in  quality, 
from  the  river  Scioto  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  "The  iron-district 
lying  between  Marietta  and  Portsmouth  exhibits  a  development 
of  the  ores  of  the  coal-measures  equalled  in  no  other  part  of  our 
country."     As  manufacturers  of  iron,  it  may  be  said  we  know 
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not  what  we  Bhall  be.  No  State  in  the  Unicm  is  peopled 
by  a  better  population,  and  it  is  also  one  of  our  Ijest  agricul- 
tural districts.  There  are  important  kingdoms  in  Europe 
which,  do  not  contain  within  themselves  the  same  elements  of 
prosperity,  and  the  means  for  the  support  of  so  dense  a  popula- 
tion, as  the  State  of  Ohio. 
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EASTERN  KENTUCKY. 

Kentucky  is  the  only  one  of  the  Uaited  States  wliiqh  con- 
tains within  its  boundaries  portions  of  both  the  first  or  Alle- 
ghany and  the  third  or  Illinois  coal-fields.  The  former  covers 
the  eastern,  and  the  latter  extends  into  the  western  part  of  the 
State.  These  eastern  and  western  coal-fields  should  he  sepa- 
rately considered,  the  latter  coining  in  properly  after  Indiana 
and  'Illinois. 

The  approximate  boundary  of  the  eastern  coal-field  is  defined 
in  general  terms  by  Prof.  D.  D.  Owen,  in  the  "  State  Geo- 
logical Report  for  1856,"  running  from  south  to  north.  Com- 
mencing on  the  Tennessee  line  with  the  spurs  of  Poplar  Moun- 
tain, in  Clinton  County,  where  it  throws  off  its  outliers  into 
Overton  County,  Tennessee,  taking  in  the  southeastern  corner  of 
Clinton  County,  it  then  takes  a  northeast  course  through  "Wayne 
County,  near  Monticello.  Erom  the  latter  place  the  line  runs  due 
northwest  through  Wayne  and  Pulaski  Counties,  by  Wallace 
Mountain  and  Sloan's  Hill,  to  near  the  shoals  of  the  Cumber- 
land River ;  thence  to  the  Big  Narrows  o'f  Rockcastle  River ; 
thence  up  the  valley  of  that  stream  nearly  along  the  confines  of 
Laurel,  Rockcastle,  and  Jackson  Counties,  to  whore  they  comer 
with  Madison  and  Estill  Counties  ;  thenee  to  where  Contrary 
Creek  empties  into  the  Kentucky  River,  three  miles  below  its 
three  forks.  As  a  very  general  description,  the  line  runs  thence 
with  a  northeast  course  through  Morgan  and  Carter  Counties 
toward  the  head-waters  of  Tygart's  Creek ;  thence  down  the  val- 
ley of  the  Tygart  to  near  its  confluence  with  the  Ohio.  From 
the  survey  afterward  made,  it  appears,  however,  that  the  valley  of 
the  Kentucky  River,  from  Irvine  in  Estill,  to  Proctor  in  Owsley 
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Cotmtj,  is  under  the  coal-formation ;  also,  tlie  valley  of  the 
Ked  Eiver  in  Owsley  as  far  east  as  nearly  to  Camptown,  and 
the  valley  of  Licking  Eiver  up  to  "West  Liberty,  the  coal-forma- 
tion being  confined  to  two  long  spurs  separating  the  rivers 
mentioned.    {See  map,  p.  306.) 

This  coal-field  includes  15  counties  and  parts  of  five  others, 
and,  by  the  survey  made  by  Joseph  Lesley,  Jr.,  in  1858  and  1859, 
it  contains  8,983  square  miles.  The  boundary  has  a  very  tortu- 
ous course,  throwing  oif  innumerable  spurs,  extending  west  of 
the  line  described.  The  sub-carboniferous  limestone  extends 
along  the  whole  line,  hut  thickening  southwestwardly  from  70 
feet  on  Tygart  Creek  to  over  400  feet  at  the  Poplar  Mountain, 
in  Clinton  County.  Overlying  the  sub-carboniferous  limestone 
comes  the  millstone-grit  formation,  which  may  be  divided  into 
two  divisions,  the  lower  of  which  is  made  up  of  alternating 
sandstones  and  shales,  enclosing  beds  of  coal  and  iron-ore,  and 
the  upper  a  massive,  coarse-grained  ferruginous  sandstone,  con- 
taining pebbles.  Tiiis  upper  sandstone  is  the  conglomerate 
proper,  and  the  underlying  strata  are  the  sub-conglomerate, 
coals,  iron-ores,  etc,  constituting  an  important  part  of  the  treas- 
ures of  fuel  in  this  part  of  Kentucky.  In  the  northern  part 
of  the  field,  at  Grayson,  in  Carter  County,  it  is  not  over  90  feet 
in  thickness,  but  it  increases  in  a  southwest  direction,  until  it 
becomes  305  feet  at  the  Tennessee  line.  This  and  the  other 
formations  not  only  thicken  but  rise  in  the  air  in  that  direction, 
being  but  500  feet  above  tide  at  Grayson,  and  1,700  feet  in  the 
Poplar  Mountain. 

In  this  coal-field  the  measures  admit  of  a  subdivision  into 
two  parts,  of  which  the  upper  corresponds  with  the  lower  coal- 
measures  of  Ohio,  "West  "Virginia,  and  Pennsylvania ;  and  the 
other  or  lower  being  the  sub-conglomerate  coals  found  in  all 
the  counties  along  the  margin  of  the  coal-field,  and  constituting 
their  only  coal-seams.  The  first  or  upper  coal-measures,  found 
in  the  northern  and  eastern  districts  of  the  field,  contain  the  most 
valuable  and  thickest  coal-beds,  and  are  remarkably  rich  in  ores 
of  iron,  particularly  in  Greenup  County,  on  the  Ohio  Eiver. 

The  general  dip  of  the  coal-measures  of  the  eastern  coal-field 
is  about  south-southeast,  or  at  right  angles  to  the  range  of  the 
Pine  Mountain.     This  mountain  chain,  which  ranges  from  the 
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Shillalies  near  the  Tennessee  line,  and  the  southern  part  of 
Whitely  County,  near  the  confluence  of  Mud  and  Clear  Creeks, 
in  a  north-northeast  course  through  Harlan  County  to  the  "War 
Gap,  and  thence  to  the  Sounding  Gap  at  the  corner  of  Letcher 
and  Pike  Counties,  has  been  produced  by  a  great  dislocation 
of  the  coal-measures,  with  a  nearly  uniform  bearing,  which  has 
heaved  the  Bub-carboniferoue  limestone  more  than  500  feet  up 
into  the  Pine  Mountain  ;  thus  dividing  the  Eastern  Kentucky 
coal-fleld,  by  a  vast  longitudinal  fault,  into  two  zones,  one  lying 
to  the  northwest  and  the  other  to  the  southeast  of  this  moun- 
tain. The  former  of  these  belts,  though  wider  in  Kentucky,  has 
a  less  elevation  than  the  latter  or  southeast  belt,  which  rises,  in 
fact,  to  a  greater  height  than  the  Pine  Mountain  itself,  being  at 
least  2,000  feet  above  the  general  drainage  of  the  country,  and 
constituting  the  range  of  the  Log  Mountain,  and  the  Big  and 
Little  Black  Mountains,  skirting  along  the  Tennessee  line. 

The  entire  thickness  of  the  carboniferous  rocks  of  the  eastern 
coal-field  cannot  be  stated  with  accuracy,  but  it  will  probably' 
not  fall  short  of  2,500  or  3,000  feet. 

The  analyses  of  some  of  the  most  important  coals  of  this 
coal-fleld  show : 

Moisture from     2  to    7 

Volatile  combustible  matter from  32  to  38 

Fixed  carbon from  63  to  69 

ABhe9 from     I  to    G 

A  brief  survey  of  a  few  of  the  counties  of  Eastern  Ken- 
tacky  covered  by  the  coal-field  wUl  give  the  best  general  im- 
pression as  to  the  coal-deposits.  The  upper  coal-measures  of 
this  field  (being  the  lower  ones  in  Pennsylvania)  will  first  be 
considered.  The  most  northerly  coal-producing  county  is 
Greenup,  and  it  is  the  only  one  on  the  Ohio  River,  except 
Boyd,  which  is  east  of  it.  Greenup  County  deser^-es  the  first 
place  in  the  whole  State  for  its  mineral  wealth.  It  has  in 
abundance  beds  of  iron-ore  of  excellent  quality,  thick  seams  of 
fat  cannel-coal ;  and  with  this  a  most  favorable  position  along 
the  Ohio  Eiver,  which  facilitates  the  transportation  of  the  prod- 
ucts of  its  mines.  There  are  numerous  veins  of  iron-ore 
which  cover  the  whole  extent  of  Greenup  County,  and  the 
northern  part  of  Carter  County  immediately  south  of  it.     This 
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deposit  .also  extends  into  the  southern  part  of  Scioto  County, 
Ohio,  the  famous  Hanging  Rock  region.  Although  they  be- 
long to  the  coal-measures,  they  can  only  be  noticed  here  as 
giving  importance  to  the  coal-beda  found  in  the  vicinity,  some 
of  which,  most  fortunately,  are  of  the  peculiar  kind  required  for 
the  manufacture  of  iron. 

At  Coalton,  near  Ashland,  Kentucky,  are  large  deposits  of 
coal  remarkably  free  from  sulphur,  and  which  is  used  in  the 
raw  state  for  smelting  iron.  The  most  important  furnace  in 
Kentucky  in  point  of  production  is  the  Ashland  furnace  on  the 
Ohio  River,  in  Boyd  County,  which  was  built  in  1869,  and  has 
a  yearly  production  of  12,000  tons.  At  the  time  of  its  erection 
it  was  said  to  be  the  largest  stack  west  of  the  Alleghany  Moun- 
tains, being  capable  of  producing  40  tons  daily.  This  furnace 
nses  the  coal  from  the  seam  at  Coalton.  Several  other  furnaces 
are  projected  in  this  region.  A  block-coal  of  a  similar  character 
is  reported  on  the  Green  River,  in  Western  Kentucky. 

In  Greenup  County  there  is  evidence  of  an  upraising  of  the 
coal-measures  against  the  Silurian  rocks,  proving  a  separation 
of  the  great  basin  by  an  upheaval  posterior  to  the  formation  of 
the  coal.  Six  miles  west  of  Greenupsburg  the  sub-carboniferous 
limestone  is  exposed  at  the  top  of  a  high  hill  about  400  feet 
above  the  Ohio  River.  A  strong  dip  to  the  east  soon  brings  it 
at  the  level  of  Tygart's  Creek,  where  it  disappears.  To  the 
eastward  the  general  dip  discontinues  as  far  at  least  as  the 
mouth  of  the  Big  Sandy,  and  is  replaced  by  gentle  undulations, 
of  which  the  highest  points  are  no  more  than  30  feet  above 
the  general  water-level  of  the  country. 

Greenup  County  may  be  regarded  not  only  as  possessing  a 
number  of  workable  coal-beds,  but  as  having  probably  the 
thickest  strata  of  cannel-coal  in  Kentucky.  Numerous  sections 
are  given  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  State  survey,  at  various 
localities  in  Greenup  and  Carter  Counties,  particularly  at  the 
iron  furnaces.  There  is  no  question  about  the  general  dis- 
tribution, and  the  convenient  accessibility  for  mining  of  the 
coal-beds,  of  which  the  following  general  section  will  give  a  very 
correct  idea.  The  errors  committed  in  regard  to  the  eoal-strata 
in  Kentucky  only  applied  to  the  western  coal-field.  The  re- 
ports of  the  Eastern  Kentucky  field  are  correct  in  that  respect. 
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The  upper  coal-measures  of  Oliio  and  Pennsylvania  are  not 
found  in  Eastern  Kentucky,  the  southern  boundary  of  th.it 
formation  crossing  the  river  from  Ohio  into  West  Virginia, 
farther  north.  The  following  is  Mr,  Lesquereux's  general  sec- 
tion for  Greenup  and  Carter  Counties  in  the  descending  order. 
For  the  sake  of  uniformity,  however,  the  coal-beds  are  here 
designated  by  the  letters  used  for  the  corresponding  seams  in 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  West  Virginia,  placed  between 
parentheses : 


STRATA. 

Co.l,  fttt 

H™l,ft«. 

STRATA. 

C«.,fe«. 

R^fceL 

Milonlne  SaBdBtone 

ato  4 

eo 

10  In. 
3 

SO 

Eaetard  LLmestflne 

TeLow  Kidoey  I.  0 

20 

8flt0  43 

*) 

s 

No  trace  of  coal  has  been  found  in  Greenup  County  below 
the  millstone  grit  or  conglomerate. 

In  Lawrence,  Johnson,  and  Floyd  Counties,  which  are 
situated  south  of  Greenup  and  Boyd,  along  the  east  line  of  the 
State,  on  the  Big  Sandy,  next  the  West  Virginia  line,  coal  A  is 
found  two  to  three  feet  in  thickness ;  B  is  four  to  six  feet  thick ; 
D  is  2J  to  four  feet,  and  E  is  five  feet.  Prof.  Owen  reports  the 
best  exposures  which  he  had  seen  of  these  coal-measures  on  the 
Big  Sandy,  in  Lawrence  County,  above  the  mouth  of  its  Louisa 
or  West  Fork,  and  in  Floyd  County,  in  the  vicinity  of  Preston- 
burg,  on  the  same  stream,  where  are  four  or  five  different  coal- 
beds.  In  Lawrence  County,  south  of  Louisa,  on  the  Big  Sandy, 
he  found  six  or  seven  beds  of  coal,  measuring,  in  the  ascending 
order,  two  feet,  three  feet,  four  feet,  2J  feet,  four  ffeet  two  inches, 
3^  feet,  and  above  that  a  seventh,  a  cannel-coalbed.  In  Johnson 
and  Floyd  Counties,  in  other  places,  he  found  five  or  six  coal- 
beds.  Near  the  line  between  Floyd  and  Pike  Counties  numer- 
ous beds  are  seen,  the  main  coal  consisting  of  three  members, 
of  the  united  thickness  of  7J  to  eight  feet.     The  analysis  of  the 
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coals  of  Floyd  and  Johnson  Counties,  shows  from  30  to  35  per 
cent,  of  volatile  matter,  and  64  to  65  per  cent,  of  earhon,  the 
percentage  of  ashes  being  very  small,  and  it  is  but  little 
changed  in  form  in  burning.  Profs.  James  Hall  and  B.  Silli- 
man,  Jr.,  made  an  exploration  of  the  country  along  the  Tug 
Fork  of  the  Big  Sandy,  on  the  line  between  Kentucky  and 
"West  Virginia,  south  of  Louisa,  and  report  five  seams  of  coal 
from  three  to  four  feet  thick,  and  one  of  them  eight  feet,  sub- 
divided into  three  parts  by  thin  seams  of  slate.  This  is  its  size 
and  description  at  "Warfield,  on  Tug  Biver. 

itorgan  and  Breathitt  Counties  also  certainly  have  a  great 
abundance  of  coal.  Morgan  County  has  two  beds  of  coal  below 
the  conglomerate,  one  of  two  feet,  and  the  other  six  inches, 
situated  15  feet  above  the  first.  Those  above  the  conglomerate 
are :  A  two  to  three  feet ;  B,  four  to  six  feet ;  C  2d  (D),  three 
to  four  feet ;  and  C  3d  (E),  three  to  five  feet.  In  Breathitt 
County  the  section  begins  above  the  conglomerate,  and  its 
upper  coal  is  at  a  greater  height  above  the  lower,  showing  a 
thickening  of  the  coal-measures  in  going,  southwest.  In 
Breathitt  County,  about  tiie  centre  of  the  field,  coal  A  is  two  or 
three  feet ;  B,  from  four  to  sis  feet ;  0  is  six  inches ;  C  2d  (D), 
one  to  two  feet ;  and  C  3d  (E),  four  to  five  feet  thick. 

The  foregoing  will  convey  a  correct  general  idea  as  to  the 
natural  exposures  of  the  coal-beds  in  the  extreme  eastern 
counties  of  Kentucky,  and  will  throw  some  light  also  on  the  al- 
most unknown  district  in  the  southern  part  of  West  Virginia. 
Much  remains  to  be  done  in  the  exploration  of  all  this  very  ex- 
tensive wilderness  country,  not  only  as  to  its  coal-beds,  but  in 
regard  to  its  topography,  in  reference  to  the  building  of  rail- 
roads to  bring  its  coal  to  market. 

The  boundary  between  the  portion  of  the  field  containing 
the  coal-measures  resting  upon  the  conglomerate,  and  those 
counties  which  only  have  the  sub-conglomerate  coals,  has  not 
been  defined.  The  west  border  of  this  Eastern  Kentucky  coal- 
field was  surveyed,  and  it  was  ascertained  tliat  it  only  has  the  sub- 
conglomerate  coals,  of  which  the  lower  seam  is  generally  about 
two  feet  thick  at  its  maximum,  and  the  upper  one  not  exceed- 
ing one  foot,  and  generally  less,  with  a  tendency  to  an  increase 
in  the  thickness  of  the  coal-measures,  and  the  number  and  size 
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of  the  coal-seams,  as  we  pass  toward  the  northern  Hue  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

On  the  western  edge  of  the  eastern  coal-field  the  con- 
glomerate varies  in  thickness  from  75  to  300  feet,  attaining  its 
highest  point  in  Owsley.  In  Hockcastle  County  it  measures 
240  feet.  KortWard,  in  Greenup  County,  it  thins  out  eon- 
fliderably,  and  nearly  disappears,  as  on  Tygart  Creek.  Six  miles 
northwest  of  Grayson,  from  the  top  of  the  millstone  grit  to  the 
Bub-earhoniferous  limestone  is  only  30  feet.  From  Greenup 
County  northward  through  Ohio,  in  following  the  western 
edges  of  the  eastern  coal-field,  after  crossing  tlie  river  above 
Portsmouth,  the  conglomerate  again  thickens  to  300  feet  in 
Hocking  "Valley,  then  thins  out  to  a  few  feet  in  Licking  County, 
near  Newark,  and  thus  it  continues  in  undulations  to  its  north- 
em  terminus,  where  it  is  100  to  150  feet.  By  the  recent 
survey  of  Ohio,  the  conglomerate,  as  it  appears  around  the 
margin  of  that  coal-field,  is  even  less  in  thickness,  and  more 
irregular  than  the  above  description.  From  this,  and  the  un- 
equal distribution  of  the  coal  below  the  conglomerate,  it  is 
evident  that  the  subTcarboniferous  measures  were  broken  and 
much  diversified  in  their  general  level  by  currents  and  other 
accidents,  and  that  the  superposition  of  the  conglomerate  was 
the  true  and  firm  basis  for  a  uniformity  of  distribution,  and 
consequently  for  the  wide  expanse  of  our  coal-fields. 

"  From  the  general  views  adopted  of  the  formation  of  the 
coal,  we  must  infer,"  says  Lesquereux,  "  that  the  materials  com- 
posing the  conglomerate  were  brought  and  rounded  by  the 
wavy  movements  of  the  sea  against  the  shore.  Such  move- 
ments cannot-be  uniform  upon  a  very  extensive  area,  therefore 
must  the  materials  carried  by  the  waves  be  deposited  verj' 
irregularly.  Supposing  these  movements  to  have  been  pro- 
gressive for  a  long  period  of  time,  as  the  enormous  quantity  of 
heaped  materials  seems  to  warrant,  large  tracts  of  country  must 
have  been  separated  from  the  shores  in  lagoons  and  marshes, 
covered  with  the  growth  of  coal-vegetation.  Thus,  while  the 
sand  and  pebbles  were  heaped  around  them,  they  have  formed 
isolated  coal-banks  of  various  dimensions.  A  more  general  de- 
pression brought  over  the  whole  formation  the  upper  and  true 
conglomerate  generally  extended  over  the  whole  coal-fields  of 
Korth  America," 
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Conglomerate  coal  is  not  peculiar  to  Kentucky.  In  North- 
em  Tennessee,  near  tlie  limits  of  Kentucky,  Prof.  J.  H.  Saf- 
ford  has  observed  five  seams  of  coal  in  this  situation,  one  of 
which  attains  in  some  pot-holes  a  thickness  of  five  feet.  In 
Yirginia,  south  of  the  Kanawha,  Dr.  S.  H.  Salisbury  has  seen 
five  beds  of  coal  below  the  conglomerate,  one  of  which  is  formed 
of  alternate  layers  of  slate  and  coal,  sis  to  seven  feet  thick.  It 
has  never  been  observed  along  the  western  edge  of  the  coal- 
measures  of  Ohio,  where  in  many  places  the  conglomerate 
attains  a  considerable  thickness,  but  it  appears  to  be  developed 
at  Sharon,  in  Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania,' 

The  western  margin  of  the  eastern  coal-field  is  described  by 
Joseph  Lesley,  Jr.,  assistant  in  the  geological  survey,  as  every- 
where marked  by  bluffs  of  the  conglomerate  member  of  the 
millstone-grit  formation.  The  carboniferous  formation  and 
those  underlying  them  dip  to  the  southeast  in  a  great  wave 
which  is  not  symmetrically  formed.  This  great  wave  is  itself 
crossed  by  undulations  which  rise  and  fall  in  a  series  as  it  were 
of  cross-waves  of  no  great  height  and  deptJi,  bnt  which,  running 
in  a  northeast  and  southwest  direction,  are  quite  sufficient  to 
determine  the  principal  lines  of  drainage  out  from  the  mountain 
country  into  the  plain.  All  the  formations  along  this  western 
margin,  from  the  Devonian  black  slate  upward  to  the  true  coal- 
measures,  thicken  and  rise  into  the  air  in  a  southwest  direction. 

The  lowest  coal,  and  consequently  the  one  which  marks  the 
margin  of  the  field,  is  a  sub-conglomerate  coal,  varying  in  its 
thickness,  but  persistent  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the 
line.  He  further  observes  that  certain  species  of  trees  mark 
certain  geological  formations,  the  beech  and  red-  cedar,  for  in- 
stance, being  characteristic  of  the  limestone  series,  while  the 
hemlock,  holly,  and  laurel,  mark  the  conglomerate. 

At  the  northern  end  of  the  outcrop-line  the  conglomerate 
averages  about  90  feet  in  thickness,  and  is  underlaid  with  a  few 
teet  of  shale  containing  a  thin  coal.  Thin  streaks  of  coal,  inlaid 
in  the  heart  of  the  solid  rock,  are  found  all  along  the  line.  In 
Estill  County  is  a  seam  of  good  coal,  27  inches  in  thickness. 

'  The  eiaminiitioiis  made  bj  Dr.  Newberry,  howeTer,  along  the  Ohio  nad  Perm- 
ejlTanin  line,  in  tbe  Iste  surrey,  show  tbat  the  conglomerate  a  hundred  feet  thick  ii 
belyw  the  lowest  coal-bed. 
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A  great  change  takes  place  in  going  southward,  on  the  ridge 
dividing  the  lied  Kiver  ■waters  from  those  of  the  Kentucky 
River.  The  upper  member  now  nowhere  exceeds  80  feet  in 
thlcknesa,  wliile  the  lower  has  increased  to  an  average  thickness 
of  225  feet,  and  contains  two  workable  and  three  thin  coal-heds, 
and  three  of  iron-ore. 

The  main  coal  of  Pulaski  County  which  has  been  opened 
above  the  slioals  of  the  Cumberland  Kiver,  varying  from  four 
to  Ave  feet  in  thickness,  lies  40  feet  under  the  conglomerate 
sandstone,  and  yields  a  coal  of  excellent  quality.  Sixty  feet 
below  this  coal  is  another  coal,  also  stated  by  Owen  in  his  first 
report  to  be  from  two  to  2J  feet  thick,  with  an  intermediate 
bed  of  from  six  inches  to  a  foot,  45  feet  above  the  latter.  Later 
reports  give  less  thicknesses  as  the  general  average  of  these  sub- 
conglomerate  coals.  These  coals  lie  from  90  to  150  feet  above 
the  sub-carboniferous  limestone  of  Pulaski  County,  and  between 
it  and  tlie  conglomerate.  "  It  appears,  therefore,"  says  Owen, 
"  that  the  carboniferous  flora  flourished  in  greater  luxuriance  at 
the  commencement  of  the  epoch  in  the  eastern  coal-fields  of 
Kentucky  than  in  the  western  ;  or  else,  that  the  first  coal-beda 
and  associated  strata  suffered  less  from  denudation,  while 
the  currents  were  established  that  swept  in  the  pebbles  and 
sand  that  went  to  form  the  conglomerate.  Be  tliis  as  it  may, 
the  knowledge  of  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  one  bed  at  least 
of  good  workable  coal  148  feet  above  the  sub-carboniferous 
limestone,  and  40  feet  under  the  conglomerate  of  Pulaski  County, 
is  of  great  practical  importance  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  moun- 
tain counties  in  Kentucky." 

As  we  proceed  toward  the  Tennessee  line  along  the  out- 
crop we  find  five  seams  of  coal  below  the  conglomerate,  two  of 
which  are  workable,  the  lower  being  known  as  the  McKee 
seam,  and  the  upper  as  the  Main  seam.  The  average  thick- 
ness of  the  sub-conglomerate  member  of  the  millstone-grit  for- 
mation is  200  feet,  and  the  dip  of  the  rocks  is  to  the  southeast. 
The  McKee  seam  is  of  regular  thickness ;  in  the  most  favorable 
places  it  permits  the  miner  to  take  out  four  feet  nine  inches  of 
coal.  The  main  coal-bed  of  this  region  varies  in  thicltnees  from 
39  to  54  inches.  The  base  of  the  conglomerate  is  25  feet  above 
the  uppermost  of  these  five  seams  of  coal.     It  measures  80  feet 
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in  thielinesE,  and  fonns  for  the  most  part  the  capping  of  the 
ridges. 

Unfortunately,  tliie  region  is  nearly  inaccessible,  having  no 
railroad,  the  Cumberland  River  and  its  branches  not  being 
made  navigable.  Wayne  County  also  has  the  five  sub-con- 
glomerate coal-seams  adjoining  the  TenncBsee  line,  and  west  of 
it  a  comer  of  Clinton  County, 

It  is  evident  that  Eastern  Kentucky  possesses  a  very  ex- 
tensive and  rich  coal-field,  as  well  as  great  quantities  of  iron- 
ore,  which  do  not  come  within  our  province  to  describe.  There 
is  very  little  trade,  however,  in  the  coal  of  these  eastern  coun- 
ties, except  on  the  Ohio  River.  A.  few  mines  only  here  and 
there  are  worked  for  the  trade  of  the  Kentucky  River,  navigable 
for  barges  in  the  winter  months,  and  a  little  around  "West 
Liberty,  for  an  occasional  transportation  on  the  Licking 
River  farther  north.  But,  except  some  small  trade  Hke  this, 
these  deposits  of  combustible  mineral  repose  in  undisturbed 
security  for  the  benefit  of  the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi  at 
some  future  time.  At  present  there  is  neither  market  nor 
transportation. 

The  census  of  1870  reports  the  quantity  of  coal  mined  in 
Eastern  Kentucky  in  that  year  at  35,488  tons,  of  which  Green- 
up produced  25,180 ;  Boyd,  2,336 ;  and  Clinton  7,143,  with  a 
little  in  Rockcastle. 
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TENNESSEE. 

Prof.  James  M.  Saffoed,  the  State  geologist,  pablished  an 
excellent  report  of  the  geology  of  Tennessee,  in  1869.  A  large 
portion  of  the  enrveyB  and  explorations  seem  to  have  been 
made  at  his  own  expense,  and  are  a  gratuitous  but  very  valu- 
able contribution  to  the  geology  of  the  State.  The  following 
account  of  the  topography  and  geology  of  the  coal-region  of 
Tennessee  is  abridged  from  Prof.  Safford's  work.  Some  ac- 
counts of  the  present  state  of  the  coal-mines  in  this  re^on  are 
added  from  other  sources : 

The  boundary-line  between  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina 
passes  along  the  summit  of  a  very  high  range  of  mountains 
called  the  Unaka  chain,  which  has  a  general  elevation  of  about 
5,000  feet  above  the  sea,  and  parts  of  it  are  much  higher.  The 
portion  of  this  mountain  within  the  limits  of  Tennessee  will 
average  about  12  or  14  miles  wide,  varying,  however,  from  two. 
or  three  to  20  miles. 

Passing  thence  directly  westward  across  the  State,  we  next 
come  to  the  beautiful  valley  of  East  Tennessee.  It  is  boimded 
on  the  southeast  by  the  Unaka  chain,  and  on  the  northwest  by 
the  steep  declivity  of  the  Cumberland  Mountain,  the  coal-pro- 
ducing table-land  to  which  our  attention  -will  be  mostly  con- 
fined. This  valley  runs  across  the  State  obliquely  in  a  south- 
west course,  and  its  width  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State, 
measured  directly  across,  or  in  a  soTitheast  direction,  from 
Cumberland  Gap,  is  about  55  miles  ;  but  toward  the  southern 
part  of  the  State  its  mountain-walls  converge  and  reduce  its 
breadth  to  about  34  miles  through  several  counties  north  of  the 
Georgia  line. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


Hosted  by 


Google 


TAIXET  OF  EAST  TENNESSEE.  363 

The  general  elevation  of  the  valley  at  the  north,  or  Vir- 
ginia line  is  1,300  or  1,400  feet  above  the  sea,  at  Knoxville 
1,000  feet,  and  at  the  Georgia  line  about  800  feet.  In  addition 
to  the  southwesterly  descent,  the  general  plane  of  the  valley  has 
a  decided  slope  toward  the  northwest,  as  indicated  by  the 
streams. 

This  populous  and  fertile  valley,  containing  neariy  all.  the 
agricultural  wealth  of  East  Tennessee,  extends  to  the  southwest 
into  Georgia  and  Alabama,  and  to  the  northeast  it  is  continued 
by  the  Talley  of  Virginia  or  Shenandoah,  and  that'  is  continued 
farther  northeast  by  the  Cumberland  Valley,  in  Pennsylvania  ; 
the  Kittatinny  Valley  of  Northwestern  New  Jersey ;  the  val- 
ley of  Hudson  Hiver  and  Lake  Ohamplain,  and  with  another 
arm  extending  up  the  Mohawk  River,  and  thence  northwest- 
ward to  the  lower  end  of  Lake  Ontario.  Everywhere  here  hi 
the  north  it  is  formed  of  Hudson  Eiver  slate  on  the  northwest 
side,  and  Trenton  limestone  on  the  southeast  side,  until  it 
curves  in  New  York  to  the  west,  where  the  position  of  the 
former  of  course  is  on  the  south,  and  the  latter  oil  the  north 
side. 

In  East  Tennessee,  this  valley  is  closely  fiirrowed  with  par- 
allel valleys  and  ridges,  all  trending  to  the  northeast  and  south- 
west. These  ridges  are  very  numerous,  and  differ  in  heighl, 
sharpness  of  outline,  agricultural  and  other  features,  according 
to  their  geological  character,  while  at  the  same  time  each  one 
is  remarkable  for  the  uniformity  of  character  it  preserves  ftom 
one  end  to  the  other,  a  distance  in  some  cases  of  100  miles  or 
more.  There  are  some  valleys  or  ranges  of  valleys  here  which, 
although  perhaps  not  averaging  more  than  a  mile  in  width, 
run  continuously  through  the  State,  a  distance  of  more  than 
150  miles,  and  extending  each  way  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
State,  This  valley  is  important  to  the  coal-region  which  ad- 
joins it  on  the  northwest,  not  only  for  the  market  for  coal 
which  in  time  its  populous  farms  and  towns,  and  its  busy  tac- 
tories  and  railroads,  will  afford,  but  also  as  the  great  natural 
highway  between  the  North  and  the  South,  and  which  is  now 
rapidly  becoming  available  by  iron  tracks  throughout  its  entire 
length. 

Leavmg  the  valley  of  East  Tennessee  and  passing  westward 
23 
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we  next  meet  with  the  elevated  and  wide-spreading  plateau 
well  known  here  as  Cumberland  Mountain,  a  high,  broad  table- 
land, the  great  depository  of  all  the  eoal  in  this  State.  This, 
as  has  been  frequently  described  in  these  pages,  is  a  part  of 
that  long  northeast  and  southwest  belt  of  high  land  extending 
from  near  the  north  line  of  Pennsylvania,  through  that  State 
and  "West  Virginia,  Tennessee,  and  Alahama.  Unfortunately, 
it  is  not  known  everywhere  by  the  safiie  name,  but,  as  it  is 
always  known  as  the  Cumberland  Mountain  here  and  in  Ken- 
tucky and  Virginia,  we  must  retain  the  name,  although  it  is 
called  the  Alleghany  Mountain  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  Cumberland  Mountain  crosses  Tennessee  obliquely ; 
the  portion  of  it  within  the  State,  the  table-land  we  are  con- 
sidering, though  much  indented  by  valleys  and  coves,  is  nowhere 
completely  cut  in  two  by  them.  It  would  famish  a  highway 
from  Kentucky  to  the  Alabama  line  upon  its  flat  top,  along 
which  a  traveller  might  pass  without  once  descending,  or  even 
without  discovering  at  any  time  his  elevation. 

At  almost  all  points  on  both  sides  the  surface  breaks  off 
suddenly  in  sandstone  cliffs  and  precipices,  which  are  from 
20  to  100,  and  even  200  feet  high.  These  form  along  the  sides 
of  the  table-land  a  well-defined  margin  or  brow  of  sandstone. 
From  beneath  this  very  frequently  overhanging  brow  the  steep 
slopes  of  the  sides  commence  and  run  down  to  the  low  lands. 
"With  the  exception  of  the  northeastern  part  of  the  table-land, 
the  slopes  below  the  cliffs  rest  mostly  on  or  consist  of  limestone. 

The  eastern  border  of  the  table-land  in  Tennessee  is  com- 
paratively a  nearly  direct  or  gracefully-curving  line,  the  inden- 
tations made  by  the  streams  on  this  side  being  hardly  notice- 
able. Along  its  western  border,  however,  it  is  remarkably 
irregular,  being  scalloped  and  notched  by  deep  coves  and  valleys 
separated  from  each  other  by  long  spurs  jutting  to  the  west. 
These  deep  indentations,  through  which  flow  the  different 
streams  that  empty  into  the  Cumberland  Eiver,  give  the  west> 
em  outline  a  very  ragged  and  dissected  appearance. 

The  area  of  the  coal-measures  is  coextensive  with  that  of 
the  table-laud,  and  occupies  an  area  of  5,100  square  miles,  or 
nearly  one-eighth  of  the  surface  of  the  State.  Along  the  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee  line  the  table-land  is  about  71 'miles  wide, 
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but  farther  Eouth  it  becomes  narrower.  Along  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  State,  including  Kaeoon  Mountain  and  Se- 
quatchee  Talley,  it  is  60  miles  wide.  It  includes  within  its 
limits  the  whole  of  the  counties  of  Scott,  Morgan,  and  Cumber- 
land ;  the  larger  part  of  Fentress,  Van  Buren,  Bledsoe,  Grun- 
dy, Sequatchee,  and  Marion ;  considerable  parts  of  Claiborne, 
Campbell,  Anderson,  Khea,  Overton,  Putnam,  White,  and 
Franklin,  and  small  portions  of  Warren  and  Coffee, 

It  will  be  understood  from  this  description  that  this  Cumber- 
land Mountain  table-land  has  a  broad  and  generally  level  top, 
and  stands  in  well-deflned  and  bold  relief  above  the  low  lands  on 
each  side.  Its  general  elevation  above  the  valley  of  East  Ten- 
nessee is  irom  900  to  1,200  feet,  or  3,000  feet  above  the  sea. 
Its  immediate  escarpment  rises  up  steeply  from  the  valleys  and 
lower  plains  to  heights  varying  generally  from  850  to  1,000 
feet.  This  description  applies  to  both  sides  of  the  table-land. 
An  observer  standing  upon  either  its  eastern  or  western  margin 
can  have  extended  and  beautiful  views  of  the  country  below. 
On  the  east  he  can  see  quite  across  the  valley  of  East  Tennessee 
to  the  TJnaka  chain.  On  the  west  side  the  view  is  very  extensive 
over  a  great,  flat  wooded  country  as  iar  as  the  eye  can  reach. 
But  another  very  important  feature  of  this  table-land  remains 
to  be  explained,  consisting  of  other  mountains  as  it  were  placed 
upon  this  high  table-land,  the  highest  parts  of  some  of  them 
hot  little  if  any  less  than  1,000  feet  above  the  general  surface 
of  the  table-land.  In  the  northeastern  part  of  the  coal-region, 
the  plateau  character  of  the  table-land  is  to  a  great  extent  lost 
iy  these  superincumbent  mountains.  The  average  elevation  of 
this  portion,  called  Cross  Mountain,  above  the  sea  is  perhaps  not 
iaji^om  2,800feet^  It  tbnris  for"many  miles,  in  Anderson  and 
Campbell  Counties,  the  eastern  escarpment  of  the  table-land, 
and  is  a  bonspicuous  object  to  an  observer  in  the  great  valley 
lo  the  east.  Other  similar  mountains  extend  farther  south  on 
the  table-land  near  the  east  side,  called  the  Crab  Orchard 
range  or  group.  Prof.  Safford  also  describes  certain  curious 
ridges  on  the  table-land,  and  gives  other  details  which  space 
does  not  permit  to  be  transcribed ;  but  a  few  of  the  other 
physical  features  are  too  important  to  be  omitted. 

A  little  to  the  east  of  its  centre,  the  table-land  is  split,  as  it 
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were,  by  the  Sequatchee  Yalley,  cut  down  lengthwise  in  its  body, 
dividing  it  from  its  middle  part  southward  into  two  parallel 
bnt  unetLual  portions  or  arms.  It  is  a  long,  straight,  narrow 
trough,  60  miles  long,  and  from  three  to  five  miles  wide, 
extending  through  Bledsoe,  Sequatchee,  and  Marion  Counties. 
All  along,  on  both  sides,  it  is  bordered  and  overlooked  by  the 
high,  steep  inner  edges  like  great  walls,  marking  out  the  long 
valley  witli  singular  definiteness. 

The  arm  of  tbe  coal-iield  on  the  east  side  of  this  valley  is 
a  long  and  quite  uniform  belt  or  table,  from  six  to  eight  miles 
wide,  running  down  into  Georgia  and  Alabama,  but  cut  by  tlie 
Tennessee  River,  which  forms  a  deep,  narrow,  serpentine  gorge. 
It  is  again  cut  a  little  farther  north  by  Eunning  Water  Creek, 
through  which  the  Nashville  &  Chattanooga  Eailroad  finds 
a  passage.  Its  broken  portions  south  of  the  Tennessee  Eiver 
are  the  Racoon  Mountain.  There  is  also  a  remarkable  quad- 
rilateral block  of  the  coal-Held  detached  by  the  Elk  Fork  and 
Cove  Creek  Valleys. 

The  celebrated  Lookout  Mountain  stands  up  boldly  just 
within  the  southern  limits  of  Tennessee,  and  rune  into  Georgia. 
This  is  a  long,  narrow,  outlying  monntain  east  of  the  Tennessee 
Hiver,  closely  related,  geologically,  to  the  Tennessee  table-land. 

Along  the  west  side  of  the  table-land  are  some  little  moun- 
tains and  benches,  but  they  contain  no  coal,  and  our  physical 
geography  must  be  confined  to  what  relates  to  the  coal-regions. 
The  genera]  geological  formations  of  TenneSiaee  consist  of  the 
Potsdam,  Trenton,  and  Nashville,  of  the  lower  Silurian  age, 
the  Nashville  being  the  equivalent  of  the  Hudson  ;  the  Niagara 
and  Lower  Helderberg  being  their  middle  and  upper  Silurian, 
and  the  Black  Slate,  the  Devonian.  Their  carboniferous  series 
eonsista  of  the  silicious,  the  mountain  limestone,  and  the  coal- 
measures.  The  black  shale  of  the  Hamilton  formation  is  often 
taken,  in  Tennessee,  as  an  indication  of  stone-coal;  and,  as  is 
usual  elsewhere,  thousands  of  dollars  and  a  vast  deal  of  en- 
terprise have  been  wasted  in  drifting  into  it. 

The  lower  carboniferous  rocks  of  Tennessee,  consisting  of 
the  silicious  and  mountain  limestone,  are  1,200  feet  thick  at 
their  maximum.  The  silicious  group  is  of  vast  extent  through 
out  the  State.    The  mountain  limestone  is  720  feet  thick  in  the 
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Bouthern  part  of  tie  State,  and  it  becomes  thinner  toward  tlie 
north,  so  that  near  the  Kentucky  line  it  is  reduced  to  400  feet. 
The  mountain  limestone,  of  course,  underlies  the  whole  of  the 
coal-field,  and  forms  the  main  portion  of  the  table  land  already 
described. 

To  understand  properly  the  twofold  character  of  the  Ten- 
n^see  coal-field,  the  reader  must  keep  in  mind  the  description 
already  given  of  the  mountain,  placed,  apparently,  upon  this 
table-land  itl  the  northeast  part  of  the  coal-field,  and  extending 
over  a  part  of  the  east  side.  This  more  elevated  portion '  em- 
braces, especially,  parts  of  the  comities  of  Moi^an,  Anderson, 
Scott,  Campbell,  and  Claiborne,  Within  it  arc  numerous  high 
ridges  or  mountains,  that  rise  above  the  general  level  of  the 
table-land,  and.  iiijFhigh  ia  found  a  great  development  of  the 
coal-meaaures.  In  these  ridges,  the  conglomerate  is  depressed 
below  the  level  of  the  table-land,  and  the  shales,  coals,  and  sand- 
stones, generally  horizontal,  or  nearly  so,  are  piled  up  in  alter- 
nating series  to  a  great  height  above  the  conglomerate.  Al- 
together, the  coal  formation  in  this  part  of  the  State  has  a 
thickness  not  far  from  3,500  feet.  But  it  should  be  understood 
that  niiadiere^elsg  in  Tennessee  does  the  formation  present  any 
thing  like  this  volume;  nowhere  else  in  this  State  are  there  so 
many  coal-beds,  or  such  an  aggregate  mass  of  coal.  In  all  the 
other  portions  of  the  State,  all  the  coal  found  is  below  the  main 
conglomerate,  and,  for  convenience,  must  be  here  called  the 
lower  coal-measures.  Here,  in  this  northeast  section,  these 
lower  measures  below  the  conglomerate  occur,  but  there  is  also 
a  aeries  of  upper  measures  which  occur  in  the  superior  strata. 

The  following  section  of  these  upper  coal-measures  of  Ten- 
nessee ia  given  by  Prof.  Safford,  the  letters  in  parenth^ea  being 
added,  and  was  taken  at  Colonel  Wheeler's,  in  Campbell  County, 
about  four  milea  in  a  southwest  direction  from  Jacksboro'. 
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The  entire  thickuess  of  the  strata  is  over  2,100  feet.  There 
are  no  less  than  nine  seame,  of  which  six  show  not  less  than 
three  feet  of  coal.  Prohahly,  other  eeanis  exist  which  do  not 
appear  at  the  surface,  as  but  little  mining  has  been  done. 

Dr.  Safford  says  he  is  not  prepared  to  eaj,  as  yet,  what  bed 
of  Lesley's  classification  the  "WTieeler  coal,  the  lower  five-feet 
bed  in  the  foregoing  table,  is  to  be  referred  to.  If  called  upon 
to  fix  it,  provisionally,  he  would  make  it  bed  B ;  neither  was 
he  able  to  ascertain  how  high  it  was  above  the  conglomerate. 
The  small  rider,  one  foot  thick,  nine  feet  above.it,  with  shale 
and  fire-clay  between,  the  stigmaria  in  its  floor,  and  its  position 
in  the  scries  with  three  other  good  seams,  and  then  512  feet  of 
Barren  Measures  with  only  one-foot  seams  in  it,  and  the  two 
other  seams,  apparently  in  the  upper  coal-measures,  corre- 
sponding to  the  Pittsburg  and  Greensburg,  gives  tlie  section  a 
strong  general  resemblance  to  our  Pennsylvania  system ;  and, 
if  BO,  the  above  represents  the  whole  of  it.  But  this  is  a  mere 
conjecture  founded  on  the  appearance  of  the  section.  Possibly, 
the  strata  are  folded  together  and  counted  twiee.  This  Wheeler 
coal-seam,  B,  is  a  very  valuable  bed  of  coal,  which  appears  to 
lie  at  the  base  of  the  main  mountain,  upon  the  table-land,  in  this 
northeast  section^  It  has  been  the  main  source  of  the  coal 
used  in  Anderson  and  Campbell  Counties  ;  it  is  of  an  excellent 
quality,  and  highly  esteemed.  It  will  be  developed  and  ex- 
tensively mined  when  the  Knoxville  &  Kentucky  Bailroad  is 
completed. 

Unfortunately,  this,  the  most  valuable  and  important  por- 
tion of  the  Tennessee  coal-field,  was  that  to  which  Prof.  Safford 
was  unable  to  give  as  much  attention  as  to  the  other  more  ex- 
tensive and  probably  more  accessible  r^ons  covered  with  the 
lower  or  sub-conglomerate  coals. 

The  sub-conglomerate  coals  of  Tennessee  embrace  the 
whole  of  the  coal-region  of  the  State  except  the  northeastern 
section,  and  a  part  of  the  eastern,  which  we  have  already  con- 
sidered. These  lower  eoal-measures  are  often  called,  without 
good  reason,  false  coal-measures,  by  geologists.  Farther  north, 
and  on  the  east  side  of  the  Alleghany  coal-field,  they  are  found 
overlying  the  Cattskill  group,  and  in  Bogers's  Pennsylvania 
report  they  are  called  the  Vespertine  coal,  hut  have  always 
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been  found  very  thin,  uneertaiiij  and  deceptive.  Along  tie 
west  border  of  the  Eaetem  Kentucky  coal-field,  however,  as  we 
have  just  seen,  they  are  found  to  the  number  of  five  seams, 
two  of  which  are  workable.  They  are  developed  iii  the  south- 
em  part  of  Illinois,  and  are  the  only  coals  found  in  Arkansas. 
In  Tennessee,  according  to  Prof.  Saffbrd's  report,  they  are  an 
important  division  of  the  coal-measures,  consisting  of  a  series 
of  sandstones  and  shales,  with  from  one  to  three  or  four  coal 
horizons,  and  the  thickness  of  the  formation  ranges  from  a  few 
feet  to  300.  This  applies  to  the  southern,  western,  and  north- 
western portions  of  the  table-land,  where  these  sub-conglomerate 
measures  are  the  only  ones  available  as  a  source  of  coal. 

Prof.  Safford  takea'up  the  more  southern  or  southwestern 
portion  or  subdivision  first,  and  then  proceeds  northward.  The 
Sewam.ee  Division  includes  that  part  of  the  table-land  bounded 
on  the  east  by  the  Sequatchee  Valley,  on  the  south  by  the 
Alabama  line,  and  on  the  north  by  "White  and  Cumberland  Conn- 
ties,  Coal-mines  are  here  opened  at  Tracy  City,  in  (Jrundy 
County,  near  the  Marion  County  line,  with  a  branch  railroad 
to  the  Nashville  &  Cfiattanooga  Railroad  at  Cowan,  by  which 
coal  is  taken  to  Nashville,  87  miles. 

The  main  Sewanee  coal-seam  is  from  three  to  seven  feet 
thick,  is  230  feet  below  the  conglomerate  cap-rock  of  the  upper 
plateau,  and  371  feet  above  the  mountain  limestone.  There 
are  foar  thin  seams  below  this  main  seam,  the  lowest  being 
from  one  to  three  feet  thick,  and  there  are  two  thin  seams 
above  it.  In  this  section,  the  strata  are  approximately  hori- 
zontal, and  the  measures,  which  it  will  be  seen  are  500  feet,  are 
much  thicker  than  in  Kentucky,  where,  however,  they  grow 
thicker,  and  the  coal-seams  increase  in  number  and  size  tow- 
ard the  Tennessee  line.  There  is  an  intermediate  conglom- 
erate, 70  feet  thick,  54  feet  below  the  main  Sewanee  coal- 
seam. 

The  lower  part  of  the  above  section  thins  out  in  going 
northward,  from  360  feet  to  50  feet,  in  Gruijdy  County,  and 
has  only  two  thin  seams  of  coal.  The  coal-seams  in  this  lower 
part  are  frequently  too  thin  to  work  with  profit,  but  often 
swell  out,  locally,  to  thicknesses  of  three,  lour,  and  even  nine 
feet.    The  quality  of  the  coal  is  generally  good,  but  varies  with 
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tlie  localities.  It  ia  not,  as  a  general  thing,  higiily  bituminous ; 
much  of  it  is  a  solid,  cubic,  free-burning  coal.  Tiiis  lower  por- 
tion, Ijelow  the  70-feet  conglomerate,  extends  over  the  whole 
of  this  Sewanee  diTOion,  and,  from  the  numerous  sections  and 
details  given  by  Prof.  Safford,  it  seems  to  contain  quite  a  large 
amount  of  coal.'  In  one  of  the  gulfs  at  the  head  of  the  deep, 
narrow,  eliff-boond  valley  of  Little  Sequatehee  Creek,  there  are 
some  heavy  local  developments  of  the  coal  of  these  lower  meaa- 
ures.  In  one  locality  it  is  five  feet  thick,  and,  in  another  gulf, 
the  coal  shows  itself  beneath  the  cliffs,  nine  feet  thick,  and  is 
exposed  for  40  feet  in  an  horizontal  direction.  The  upper  coal- 
measures,  in  which  is  the  Sewanee  coal,  mined  at  Tracy  City,- 
is  estimated  to  cover  one-fourtli  of  this  division  of  the  table- 
land. There  is  very  little  of  it  from  Tracy  City  in  a  southerly 
or  southwesterly  direction  as  far  as  the  Alabama  line,  but  it 
extends  in  a  southeasterly,  easterly,  and  northeasterly  direction. 

The  main  Sewanee  is  a  valuable  bed  of  coal,  and  the  most 
reliable  one  west  of  the  Sequatehee  Yalley.  The  coal  ia  of  a 
good  quality,  semi-bituminous,  and  contains  but  little  pyrites. 
Perhaps  no  purer  coal  ia  brought  to  the  Nashville  market.  It 
is  objected  to  on  account  of  its  being  more  or  less  fragile,  and 
its  tendency  to  become  fine ;  but,  if  properly  handled  and 
screened,  it  is  a  very  desirable  coal.  Its  fragile  character  is 
due  to  its  peculiar  spumous  structure,  which  has  been  attrib- 
uted by  some  to  a  sort  of  crystallization,  but  which  Prof. 
Safford  attributes  to  a  lateral  crushing  movement  of  the  strata 
in  the  vicinity,  it  being  but  a  few  miles  to  points  where  the 
rocks  have  been  greatly  disturbed,  and  this  structure  is 
mainly  confined  to  the  Sewanee  mines.  The  thickness  of  the 
bed  at  the  Tracy  City  or  Sewanee  mines  varies  from  2J  to  7 
feet,  but  it  may  be  regarded  as  a  four  or  five  feet  bed.  Its 
proper  horizon  is  from  50  to  75  feet  above  the  lower,  or  70-feet 
conglomerate,  before  mentioned. 

The  Sewanee  mines  at  Traey  City,  in  Grundy  County, 
above  described,  and  the  Mtna  mines  in  Marion  County,  pro- 
duced by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  coal  sent  to  market  in  Ten- 
nessee, in  1869,  although  there  are  many  other  points  where 
coal  is  mined  since  the  completion  of  the  Nashville  &  Chat- 
tanooga Railroad,  through  the  Racoon  Mountain. 
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The  main  jEtna  or  Cliff  seam,  mined  at  the  Mtna,  mines,  in 
Marion  County,  is  from  70  to  100  feet  below  the  lower  con- 
glomerate, and  belongs  to  the  lower  coal-measures.  At  no 
other  point  have  the  coals  been  so  thoroughly  explored  as 
here.  The  following  general'section,  in  the  descending  order, 
of  the  strata  in  the  ^tna  region,  will  illustrate  the  character 
of  the  coal-formation  over  a  large  area: 

1.  The  upper  measures,  230  feet,  contain  the  Walker  seam, 
four  feet,  uniform  good  cubical  coal ;  the  alate-vein  five  to  six 
feet,  -with  18  inches  of  slate  and  coal  mixed  ;  and  the  Kelly  coal, 
two  to  three  feet,  good  cubical  coal. 

2.  The  upper  conglomerate,  a  sandstone  of  75  feet  thick. 

3.  Then  1 30  to  ITO  feet  of  shale,  with  two  thin  eeams  of  coal, 

4.  The  lower  conglomerate,  70  to  100  feet. 

5.  Main  jEtna  or  Cliff  seam,  average,  perhaps,  three  feet. 

6.  Lower  measures,  288  feet  additional  to  the  mountain 
limestone,  containing  three  thin  seams  of  coal,  two  of  which 
vary  from  six  inches  to  three  feet. 

The  above  presents  a  fair  summary  of  the  coal-meaeures  of 
the  Eaeoon  Mountain  region,  showing  a  further  increase,  going 
eastward,  in  the  volume  and  in  the  number  of  coal-beds  of  the 
lower  measures.  Another  account  of  the  ^Etna  mines  is  given 
in  the  latter  part  of  this  chapter. 

The  JEtna  mines  are  in  Marion  County,  near  the  Nashville 
&  Cliattanooga  Railroad,  and  between  it  and  the  Tennessee 
Kiver,  in  the  Kacoon  Mountain,  and  13  miles  from  Chattanooga, 
The  main  j^tna  or  Cliff  seam,  which  is  here  mined,  is  the  most 
important  bed  in  the  region,  and  has  been  mined  at  numerous 
points  by  different  parties,  and  has  a  wide  spread  nnder  the 
lower  conglomerate  or  Cliff  rock  of  the  mountain.  The  seam  ia 
irregular  in  thickness,  ranging  generally  from  ISinehes  to  four 
feet,  but  occasionally  sinking  to  a  few  inches,  or  rising  in  a 
swell  six,  seven,  or  more  feet  in  thickness,  and  it  will  average, 
perhaps,  three  feet.  The  structure  of  the  coal  is  oflen  peculiar, 
being  in  laminte  from  the  fraction  of  an  inch  to  two  inches  in 
thickness,  separated'  by  seams  of  mineral  charcoal,  and  each 
one  made  up  of  small  irregular  vertical  prisms.  The  coal  is  of 
good  quality,  and  in  demand,  not  highly  bituminous,  i 
but  little  pyrite,  and  makes  good  coke. 
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Proceeding  northward  from  the  jEtna  mines  across  the 
Tennessee  Kiver,  the  Racoon-  Mountain  being  south  of  the 
river,  we  come  to  the  Walden's  Eidge  region,  east  of  the  Seqnat- 
chee  Yalley,  heing  the  part  of  the  aanie  mountain  north  of  the 
river.  This  division,  extending  to  Emery  River,  has  not  been 
aa  yet  sufficiently  studied  by  Prof.  Safford,  but  its  general 
character  is  indicated  by  the  sections  already  given.  Both 
the  upper  and  lower  measures  are  present,  and  the  main 
Sewanee  is  most  likely  the  principal  coal.  At  many  points 
along  the  eastern  slope  of  the  table-land  from  the  vicinity  of 
Chattanooga  to  the  Emery  River,  in  Morgan  County,  the  coal- 
beds  crop  out,  and  numerons  banks  have  been  opened  in  them, 
being,  doubtless,  some  of  them  above  and  others  below  the 
conglomerate. 

The  strata  along  this  eiwtern  slope  are  often  much  disturbed. 
At  a  few  points  the  coal-measures  are  brought  down  to  the 
valley ;  at  others,  detached  blocks  of  the  measures,  containing 
coal,  lie  against  the  slopes  as  if  they  had  been  pitched  over 
from  above.  In  some  places  mines  are  opened  in  these  tilted 
blocks  of  coal-measures  resting  against  the  slope  of  the  monn- 
tain,  as  at  Kinbrough's  mines  in  Eoane  County.  At  the  top  of  the 
mountain  just  beyond  the  crest  there  is  an  outcrop  of  coal,  ap- 
pertaining most  likely  to  the  same  bed.  North  of  Chattanooga 
there  are  about  a  dozen  localities  south  of  Big  Emery  River, 
where  coal  has  been  more  or  less  extensively  mined  in  seams 
of  four  or  five  feet  in  thictness,  but  only  to  supply  a  limited 
domestic  market.  Of  these  a  further  account  is  given  at  the 
close  of  this  chapter, 

The  mines  of  the  Wilcox  Mining  Company  are  situated  on 
the  southeastern  slope  of  Walden's  Ridge,  and  along  the  north- 
east line  of  Eoane  County,  The  coal  in  1872  was  run  over  a 
short  railroad  to  Emery  River,  at  a  point  where  there  is  always 
water  enough  to  float  barges  and  medium-sized  steamboats. 
These  mines  are  in  these  tilted  and  disturbed  portions  of  the 
field.  Prof.  F.  H.  Bradley  reports  the  coal-seam  of  workable 
thickness  to  be  the  same  which  is  worked  at  the  jEtna  mines, 
where  there  are  four  small  seams  below  it.  The  position  of 
the  mine  makes  it  the  best,  he  thinks,  in  Middle  and  Upper 
East  Tennessee,  since  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Big  Emery 
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River  here  come  within  IJ  mile  of  "Walden's  Eidge.  More 
convenient  places  for  minea  might  possibly  be  found  near 
Chattanooga,  but  none  such  are  now  worked,  and  it  is  reported 
that  the  coal-seams  in  that  neighborhood  are  not  in  as  favoi^ 
able  condition  for  working  as  those  at  the  Wilcox  mines.  The 
main  seam  of  coal  averages  rather  over  than  under  four  feet  in 
thickness,  and,  by  analysis  of  Prof.  Wormley  of  the  Ohio  survey, 
this  coal  contains  63.10  of  carbon,  27.70  of  volatile  matter, 
7.70  of  aah,  and  1.5  of  water.  If  this  be  a  correct  analysis,  this 
is  a  bituminoas  coal,  whereas  all  the  other  analyses  hereafter 
given  of  Tennessee  coals  are  those  of  semi-bitnminoua  coal. 
The  region  is  distinguished  by  sharp  synclinal  folds  of  the  strata, 
and  the  coal-beds  are  found  lying  at  a  high  angle  to  the  horizon. 

The  ^Northern  or  Northwestern  Division  of  the  Tennessee 
coal-region,  embracing  parts  of  Overton,  Fentress,  Scott,  Mor- 
gan, Putnam,  Cumberland,  and  White  Counties,  is,  according 
to  Prof,  Safford,  a  wide  table-land  without  mountains.  These 
lower  measures  present  similar  features  throughout  from  Ken- 
tucky to  Alabama,  They  consist  of  shales  and  sandstones,  the 
latter  sometimes  absent,  and  range  in  thickness  from  a  few  feet 
to  about  200  feet.  They  contain  two,  sometimes  three,  rarely 
more,  seams  of  coal.  These  are  often  too  thin 'for  mining,  but 
locally  swell  out  and  fonn  valuable  deposits  from  2^  to  four  or 
five,  rarely  more,  feet  in  thickness.  The  Poplar  Mountain  and 
Upper  Cumberland  coal-banks  in  Kentucky  are  the  northern 
extension  of  this  same  series, 

The  extraordinary  development  of  the  sub- carboniferous 
coal-measurea  with  workable  seams  of  coal  in  Tennessee,  as  de- 
scribed in  Prof.  Safford's  work,  is  fully  confirmed  by  J.  P.  Les- 
ley, the  best  Pennsylvania  geologist,  in  the  following  article, 
based  on  the  report  on  the  Walden  Kidge  coal-region  by  Prof, 
Bradley,  of  Knox'ville,  already  referred  to : 

"  The  juxtaposition  of  this  Upper  Silurian  iron-ore  of  V  in 
East  Tennessee  with  the  beds  of  the  coal-measures  No.  SII.  is 
a  striking  phenomenon,  but  one  not  peculiar  to  that  region. 
We  have  before  spoken  of  the  great  downthrow  faults  which 
have  brought  this  result  about— faults  which  run  in  straight 
lines  for  several  hundred  miles  from  Alabama  to  Middle  Yir- 
giuia.     It  is  to  these  faults  that  we  owe  the  existence  of  the 
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Cumberland  Mountain  Kange  and  the  preservation  of  the  coal- 
beds.  Before  these  faults  took  place  the  coal  was  elevated  from 
10,000  to  20,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  on  a  plateau 
covered  with  eternal  snow  and  ice.  When  this  plateau  was 
cracked  along  parallel  lines  running  east-northeast  and  west- 
southwest,  intermediate  sections  of  it  dropped  to  about  3,000 
feet  above  tide-level.  The  sections  which  retained  their  alti- 
tude have  been  eroded  of  all  their  coal-measures  and  of  the 
formations  beneath  the  coal-measures  as  far  down  as  the  fossil 
ore.  Thus  on  two  sides  of  each  crack  the  ore  and  the  coal  lie 
facing  each  other.  GeologioalVy  they  were  separated  by  an 
immense  interval.  Geograjahioally  tbey  are  now  but  a  few 
furlongs,  sometimes  but  a  few  yards,  apart, 

"  The  coal-measures  also  have  been  preserved  by  the  ver- 
tical drops  of  the  Cumberland  Mountain  almost  in  their  total 
original  thickness.  There  are  nearly  3,000  feet  of  vertical  coal- 
measures  west  of  Knoxville.  This  is  in  strong  contrast  with 
the  state  of  things  in  Pennsylvania.  Our  lowest  coal-beds  are 
well  known  to  run  along  the  summit  of  the  Alleghany  Moun- 
tain range  (which  is  the  northern  prolongation  of  the  Cumber- 
land Mountain  of  the  Southern  States);  and  the  coal-basins 
which  lie  behind  the  Alleghany  Mountain  in  Lycoming,  Clear- 
field, Centre,  Cambria,  and  Somerset,  are  comparatively  shallow, 
never  containing  more  than  the  lower  1,000  feet  of  the  whole 
formation,  and  often  not  more  than  enough  to  take  in  the  first, 
or  first  and  second  coal-beds.  The  Pittsburg  bed  and  the  upper 
coal-measures  are  not  preserved  to  us  except  in  the  low  country 
of  the  Monongahela  and  Ohio  Hiver  valleys. 

"  But  in  Tennessee  the  lowest  coal-bed  comes  to  the  surface 
at  the  very  roots  of  the  mountain,  as  if  it  came  out  in  the  work- 
shop grounds  at  Altoona,  or  in  the  Susquehanna  River  bed  at 
Williamsport  and  Loekhaven.  An  immense  wall,  of  alternate 
clifis  and  steep  slopes,  in  all  nearly  twice  the  height  of  the 
Alleghany  Mountain  at  Loekhaven,  stands  above;  and  along 
these  slopes,  at  intervals  from  the  base  of  the  mountain  to  its 
crest,  run  horizontal  outcrops  of  numerous  coal-beds.  It  is  true, 
none  of  them  are  very  thick ;  the  largest  one  yet  discovered  is 
but  seven  or  eight  feet ;  the  Oarej^ville  .and  Coal  Creek  beds 
yield  but  four  feet  of  coal.    But  the  sum  total  of  mineral  fuel 
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preserved  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitantB  of  the  South  is  prac- 
tically infinite.  Every  valley  and  ravine  that  issues  from  the 
plateau  lengthens  the  outcrops  and  facilitates  access  to  the  beds. 
In  course  of  time  a  thousand  collieries  -will  be  started  in  the 
mountain,  and  a  thousand  iron-works  established  on  the  ores 
at  its  foot ;  a  thousand  villages,  towns,  and  cities,  will  grow  up 
in  the  broad  limestone  plain  before  it :  a  thousand  factories  and 
mills  will  make  these  towns  and  villages  hum  with  life ;  and  all 
this  life  will  base  itself  on  the  mountain  coal,  thus  wonderfully 
preserved  from  destruction  by  throes  of  the  earth  in  ancient 
days,  which  would  have  obliterated  every  trace  of  human  life 
from  the  continent  had  the  divine  invention  of  human  life  been 
made." 

The  same  writer  examined  the  lands  now  owned  by  the 
Sewanee  Coal  Company  in  Marion  and  Franklin  Counties, 
about  the  year  1855,  and  remarked,  in  regard  to  the  general 
geology  of  the  Tennessee  coal-region,  that  he  had  long  since 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  conglomerate  formation 
(XII,)  so  called  is  not  so  much  a  geological  individuality  as  a 
convenient  reference  and  name.  In  reality  several  conglomer- 
ates were  thrown  down  in  the  interval  between  the  growth  of 
the  several  lower  beds  of  coal.  Gravel  and  pebble-stones  char- 
acterized the  beginning  of  the  coal  era,  as  fine  sand  and  mud 
its  middle  ages,  and  mud  and  marls  its  later  aiid  last  deposits. 
In  the  Shamokin  anthracite  region  the  five  lower  coals  alter- 
nate with  six  distinct  conglomerates,  and  above  the  twelfth  coal- 
bed  is  still  another  similar  one.  Along  Mine  Hill  the  remark- 
able conglomerate  of  the  gray-ash  bed  overlies  five  or  six  un- 
workable coal-beds  shut  up  among  the  underlying  sandstones. 
In  Virginia  the  development  of  coals  beneath  the  conglomerate 
is  so  remarkable  that  they  have  been  thrown  into  an  older  se- 
ries, and  classified  with  the  great  red-shale  Vespertine  formation. 

He  was,  therefore,  not  surprised  to  hear,  in  this  Sewanee 
regionof  Tennessee,  of  four  beds  of  coal  below  the  conglomerate 
at  respective  intervals  of  10,  50,  20,  and  25  feet.  None  of 
them  were  then  reported  to  be  commonly  of  workable  thick- 
ness, although  one  of  them  was  said  to  be  three  feet.  One  of 
these  sub-coals  was  opened  on  Lookout  Mountain  near  Chat- 
tanooga, and  on  Bacoon  Mountain  and  Walden's  Eidge. 
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The  Coal-Mines  of  East  T&miessee  in  1872, 
In  tlie  block  of  coal-measures  lying  between  Cumberland 
Gap,  in  Claiborne  County,  and  Wheeler's  Gap,  no  considerable 
mines  have  yet  been  opened.  At  two  or  three  points,  small 
pits  are  occasionally  opened  for  local  blacksmithing  supply ; 
but  twenty-five  tons  would,  probably,  be  a  very  liberal  esti-' 
mate  for  the  annual  product.  In  this  district,  eoal  has  long 
been  known  to  exist  at  several  points,  and  often  in  thick  beds. 
But  it  is  bounded,  on  at  least  three  of  its  four  sides,  by  up- 
heavals which  carry  the  underlying  sub- carboniferous  limestone 
high  on  the  side,  and  often  to  the  very  top  of  the  border  ridge, 
which  has  a  general  elevation  of  from  500  to  1,000  feet  above 
the  adjoining  valleys.  This  structure  prevents  ready  access  to 
the  coaJ-eeams,  except  at  the  gaps. 

At  Wheeler's  Gap,  we  reach  the  line  of  the  Knoxville  & 
Ohio  Bailroad,  whose  present  northern  terminus  is  at  Carey- 
ville,  just  in  the  mouth  of  the  Gap.  At  this  point,  mining  on 
the  large  scale  commenced  in  1870,  though  small  workings  for 
local  supply  had  been  carried  on  here  for  some  years  previous. 
At  present,  three  companies  are  mining  and  shipping  eoal 
here,  viz. :  Kennedy  &  Morrow,  Careyville  Coal  Company,  and 
Probart  &  Sons.  The  latter  firm  is  now  applying  for  a  charter, 
under  the  name  of  the  East  Tennessee  Coal  Company, 
Product  of  Campbell  County,  "  Careyville." 


Kennedy  &  Morrow 1,691  torn 

Carejrille  Coal  CompuQy 8,200   " 

Probart  ii  Sons 

The  cenaua  report  for  this  county  ie  18,000  K 
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The  workings  are  all  in  the  nearly  horizontal  strata  of  the 
foot  of  Cross  Mountain.  The  upturned  edges  of  the  underlying 
strata,  which  elsewhere  form  a  bounding  ridge  {Walden's  Ridge), 
80  aa  to  hinder  access  to  the  horizontal  beds,  are  here  cut  away, 
and  underlie  the  vailey  of  "Wheeler's  Gap.  About  two  miles  to 
the  southward,  these  strata  rise  again  as  a  ridge,  and  no  further 
attempts  at  mining  are  found  until  we  reach  Coal  Creek,  six 
miles  distant  (nine  by  rail),  where  Coal  Creek  Giap  gives  access 
to  the  undisturbed  strata.  Here,  the  Knoxville  Iron  Company, 
the  Coal  Creek  Coal  Company,  and  McEwen,  Wiley  &  Com- 
pany, are  working  successful  mines,  and  others  are  talked  of 

Production  of  Anderson  County,  "  Coal  Creek." 

ISTO.  ISTL 

Coftl  Creek  Cor!  Company 12,000  tons 7,837  tons. 

Knoirille  Iron  Companj 16,2flB     "      11,810    " 

McEwen,Wi1ej&  Company 10,074    "     e,9BB    " 

Small  mines  about  Winter's  Gap GO    " 

The  cenana  report  of  the  county  is  22,760  tons. 

These  two  clusters  of  mines  are  worked  in  one  and  the  same 
seam.  It  is  a  coking  coal,  making  strong  coke,  and  yielding 
a  good  supply  of  gas.  It  is  in  some  parts  quite  sulphurous,  but 
varies  greatly  in  this  respect,  as  well  as  in  other  characters. 

Several  other  seams  of  coal  are  known  here,  both  above  and 
below  the  one  worked,  but  no  considerable  openings  have  been 
made  upon  them.  Tliey  vary  in  character,  but  are  mostly 
coking  coals.  It  is  probable  that  a  still. lower  seam  than  any 
yet  known  will  be  found  in  the  upturned  strata,  and  of  a  char- 
acter suited  for  use  in  the  furnace  in  the  raw  state.  As  abun- 
■  dant  iron-ores  exist  all  through  this  region,  being  especially 
concentrated  about  Careyville,  a  location  otherwise  especially 
favorable  for  iron-furnaces,  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  horizon 
of  this  seam  shall  be  explored. 

As  we  approach  Winter's  Gap,  about  20  miles  distant,  we 
find  several  small  openings  in  different  seams,  one  of  which 
is  supposed,  though  not  certainly  known,  to  be  the  equivalent 
of  that  mined  at  Coal  Creek  and  Cai-eyville.  The  lower  searfi  of 
furnace-coal  has  also  been  opened  recently.  Coal  and  iron  are 
both  abundant,  and  of  fair  quality.  Two  locks,  of  small  lift, 
would  make  Poplar  Creek  navigable  to  Clinch  Kiver  and  the 
Tennessee.    The  amount  of  coal  mined  here  at  present  is  very 
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small,  and  only  for  local  use.  Before  the  Knoxville  &  Ohio 
Railroad  waa  built,  tliis  was  the  eource  of  all  the  coal  carried 
to  the  Knoxville  martet.  One  of  the  seams  here  opened  shows 
an  upper  bench  of  several  inches  of  cannel. 

Passing  on  southward,  behind  Walden's  Eidge,  -we  find 
occasional  openings,  but  none  of  any  size  until  we  approach 
D'Armond's  Gap,  when  the  Little  Emery  breaks  through  the 
ridge.  Near  this  point,  considerable  work  has  been  done  in 
former  times,  for  local  supply,  and  to  some  extent  for  shipment 
down  the  river.  At  present,  Colonel  Byrd,  of  Kingston,  is 
mining  a  limited  amount,  and  hauling  out  in  wagons.  The 
production  of  Morgan  County  (near  D'Armond's  Gap),  Colonel 
Byrd,  is  {1871)  about  100  tons. 

On  the  outer  face  of  "Walden's  Ridge,  between  the  Little 
and  Big  Emery  Kivers,  the  "Wilcox  Mining  Company  is  carrying 
on  extensive  mining  operations,  in  a  eeam  of  good  furnace-coal, 
which,  however,  does  not  bear  transportation  very  well,  having 
been  partially  crushed  in  the  upheaval  of  the  sharply-inclined 
strata  which  form  "Walden's  Eidge.  The  coal  is  excellent  for 
manufacturing  purposes,  and  for  making  gas.  Other  seams 
on  the  company's  property,  behind  the  ridge,  yield  a  fuel  better 
fitted  for  transportation. 

This  same  seam  is  next  mined  about  12  miles  farther 
south,  at  Eockwood,  in  Eoane  County,  for  use  in  the  iron-fnr- 
nace  of  the  Eoane  Iron  Company.  The  "  slack  "  of  the  mine 
is  first  coked,  while  the  lumps  go  into  the  iiirnaee  raw.  This 
mine  is  notable  for  the  immense  masses  of  coal  rolled  up 
between  the  "  horsebacks,"  the  chambers  being  in  some  eases 
from  60  to  100  feet  high.  The  average  dip  of  the  seam  is 
about  30°. 

Production  of  Eoane  County : 

18T0.  isn. 

Wilcoi  Mining  County. 220  tons 2,670  tons. 

Eoane  Icon  Compuij. 16,000    "    16,000    " 

Tbe  census  of  Roane  Count;  reports  I1,4SE  tons. 


r  on  toward  Chattanooga,  the  next  are  "  Sale  Creek  " 
and  "  Soddy"  mines,  each  working  from  40  to  60  hands,  and 
shipping  their  coal  to  Chattanooga.  The  coal  from  these  mines 
is  verv  fine,  burning  very  readily  and  freely,  and  giving  a  bright 
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and  cheerful  fire,  mncli  more  so  than  that  obtained  from  other 
mines  in  this  vicinity.  These  mines  are  in  Walden's  Eidge, 
Sale  Creek,  about  28  miles,  and  Soddy,  about  20  miles  north 
of  Chattanooga. 

At  several  other  points  above  Chattanooga,  small  openings 
have  been  made,  but  distance  from  river  transportation  has  pre- 
vented their  development.  The  above-mentioned  mines  are  all 
along  the  southeastern  border  of  the  Cumberland  coal-field.  The 
interior  of  that  field  is  but  thinly  populated,  and  has  few  facili- 
ties for  exit  of  heavy  products.  Accordingly,  no  coal  is  shipped, 
and  but  little  is  mined  for  local  use.  Valuable  seams  are 
known  to  exist,  but  they  must  await  population  and  railroads. 

Proceeding  westward  from  Chattanooga,  we  have  first  the 
Vulcan  Mines,  16  miles  from  Chattanooga,  on  the  Nashville  & 
Chattanooga  Eailroad,  which  are  being  worked.  The  seam  is 
about  two  feet  thick,  the  coal  being  very  similar  to  the  Etna 
coal,  and  in  the  same  mountain.  The  production  is  about 
1,500  bushels  per  day. 

The  old  "  Gordon  Mines,"  situated  near  Shell  Mountain, 
on  the  same  railroad,  22  miles  from  Chattanooga,  which  have 
not  been  worked  for  several  years,  are  now  (1872)  being  re- 
opened by  a  substantial  company.  The  seam  is  from  four 
to  six  feet  thick,  and  is  an  excellent  coal.  The  mine  is  six 
miles  from  the  main  line,  on  a  branch  railroad,  with  one  and 
a  half  mile  more  of  narrow-gauge  track. 

The  Battle  Creek  mines,  on  the  Jasper  branch  of  the  Nash- 
ville &  Chattanooga  Kailroad,  work  a  seam  about  two  feet  in 
thickness,  and  get  out  about  1,200  bushela  per  day.  This  coal 
is  said  to  be  somewhat  harder  than  that  from  the  other  mines. 
The  Jasper  branch  connects  at  Bridgeport,  28  miles  from  Chat- 
tanooga. 

By  a  report  received  from  the  Etna  mines,  in  Marion  County, 
in  1872,  it  appears  that  they  are  worked  by  J.  C.  Haaelton. 
Five  seams  of  coal  have  been  opened,  as  betore  described  by 
Prof,  Safford,  from  three  of  which  considerable  quantities  of 
eoal  have  been  taken,  the  other  two  not  having  been  fully  de- 
veloped so  as  to  teat  their  commercial  value.  Besides  these, 
other  seams  have  been  cut  in  places  where  they  appeared  to  be 
too  thin  for  profitable  mining,  but,  as  the  thickness  of  the  seams 
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varies  with  the  distance  from  the  outer  edge  of  the  mountain 
where  the  openings  are  made,  fmrther  explorations  may  show 
that  they  possess  a  value  now  unknown.  The  uppermost  seam 
is  known  as  the  "  "Walker  Coal,"  having  an  average  thickness 
of  four  feet.  It  is  favorably  known  as  a  household  coal,  hut  it 
is  not  being  worked  at  present.  Next  comes  what  is  known  as 
the  "  slate-veia,"  which,  so  far  as  the  openings  have  been  made, 
varies  from  five  to  six  feet,  but  the  marketable  coal  is  divided 
by  a  layer  of  slate  18  inches  thick,  which  makes  the  working 
not  only  difficult,  but  expensive.  Then  comes  the  celebrated 
"Kelly  vein,"  having  a  thickness  of  from  18  inches  to  four 
feet.  It  is  well  known  as  a  bituminous  coal  of  first-class  qual- 
ity, and  is  extensively  used  throughout  the  neighboring  States, 
both  for  hoimehold  and  manufacturing  purposes,  and  for  the 
production  of  gas.  The  coke  made  from  the  coal  is  unequalled 
in  the  Southern  States  for  purity  and  strength,  and  the  iron- 
works around  keep  up  a  constant  demand  for  it.  Below  this  lies 
the  "  old  Etna  vein,"  from  which  large  quantities  of  coal  were 
taken  before  the  Kelly  vein  was  opened.  Below  this  is  the 
"  Rockwood  vein,"  but  iurther  explorations  are  needed  to  test 
its  value,  as  it  has  only  been  partially  mined  for  household  use. 

The  average  monthly  production  of  these  mines,  in  1871, 
was  2,100  tons  of  coal,  or  25,200  per  annum.  The  working- 
force  consisted  of  129  men  and  boys,  of  whom  54  were  miners. 
Three  steam-engines  were  also  employed  in  draining  the  mine 
and  hauling  the  coal,  and  one  self-acting  inclined  plane.  On 
the  western  side  of  the  field,  the  only  considerable  openings 
are  the  Sewanee  mines,  and  others  near  Tracy  City.  The  Ten- 
nessee Coal  &  Railroad  Company  is  said  to  be  the  largest  coal 
company  in  the  South.  Their  mines  are  known  as  the  Sewanee 
mines,  in  Grundy  County,  before  described.  They  mined  and 
shipped  over  their  road,  in  1871,  2,109,639  bushels,  or  84,385 
tons  of -coal,  and  the  company  is  said  to  be  quite  successful  in 
a  pecuniary  point  of  view. 

The  following  analyses  of  Tennessee  coals,  given  in  Prof. 
SafFord's  work,  unlike  those  given  above,  are  those  of  bitumi- 
nolis  coal.  As  the  eastern  margin  of  the  field  is  a  disturbed 
region,  it  may  produce  coals  of  various  qualities,  bnt  those  of 
the  Sewanee  and  Etna  mines  appear  to  be  bituminons : 
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The  Lookout  Mountain,  which  begins  sonth  of  Chattanooga, 
just  within  the  boundaries  of  Tennessee,  extends  across  the 
northwest  corner  of  Georgia,  and  terminates  at  Village  Springs, 
in  Jefferson  County,  Alabama,  It  is  a  magnificent  ridge  of 
hold  precipiees  of  conglomerate  rock,  under  which  lie  the  same 
sub-conglomerate  coal-measures  as  those  found  in  the  Cumber- 
land Mountain,  There  is  plenty  of  coal  in  the  Lookout  Moun- 
tain, all  along  its  whole  extent,  although  it  is  not  known  that 
any  mines  are  now  being  worked  here.  The  Eureka  mines,  in 
Lookout  Mountain,  on  the  Alabama  &  Chattanooga  Eailroad, 
about  36  miles  from  the  latter  place,  were  worked  successfully 
a  few  years  ago,  but  they  are  now  idle.  They  produced  a  hard 
coal,  which  was  considered  better  for  grates  than  manufacturing 
purposes.  The  city  of  Chattanooga  contains  some  rolling-mills 
which  furnish  a  domestic  market  for- coal.  The  Roane  Iron 
Company's  mill  manufactures  railroad-iron,  and  consumes  2,500 
bushels  of  coal  per  day.  At  the  Tulcan  "Worts  rolling-mill 
about  1,500  bushels  of  coal  are  daily  consumed  in  manufacturing 
merchant-iron,  bridge-bolts,  car-axles,  etc.  The  coal  used  at 
both  these  mills  is  obtained  froni  Sewanee,  Etna,  Sale  Creek, 
and  S.oddy  mines.  Bank's  machine  puddling  imprbvement 
was  introduced  into  use  at  Chattanooga,  and  it  is  a  little  re- 
markable that  a  committee  of  the  Iron  and  Steel  Institute  of 
Great  Britain  was  sent  from  England,  in  1871,  to  witness  its 
practical  operation  at  so  remote  a  place  as  Chattanooga,  bring- 
ing with  them  English  ores,  iron,  and  other  materials.  The 
invention  was  found  to  be  a  valuable  one,  and  was  thus  brought 
into  use  in  Great  Britain.  At  the  Roane  Iron  "Works,  at  Chat- 
tanooga, nine  furnaces  were  erected  with  Dank's  improvement. 
The  books  showed  that  2,820  lbs.  of  coal  were  required  per 
2,240  lbs,  puddled  bar  at  the  puddling-fumaces,  as  an  average 
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of  three  mouths.  Thid  includes  the  eoal  required  for  keeping 
the  fornacea  in  during  tlie  night  when  they  were  not  worked. 
From  the  details  given,  an  estimate  might  be  made  of  the 
present  production  <Jf  coal  in  Tennessee.  Its  amount  would 
not  be  very  large ;  the  United  States  eensne  of  1870  reports  it 
at  133,418  tons,  and  its  importance  does  not  consist  in  the 
quantity,  but  in  its  showing  the  opening  of  a  trade  which  must, 
in  a  few  years,  become  very  large.  It  will,  hereafter,  be  looked 
back  upon  as  the  birth  and  infancy  of  the  industrial  life  of  Ten- 
nessee. We  have  seen  coal-regions  in  Pennsylvania,  within 
ten  years,  increasing  their  tonnage  from  a  few  thousand  tons  to 
hundreds  of  thousands  and  millions.  It  is  not  improbable 
that,  within  the  next  decade,  the  valley  of  East  Tennessee  will 
become  a  vast  iron-manufacturing  country,  with  numerous 
blast-furnaces  and  rolling-mills  bordering  its  railroads,  and  with 
the  slopes  of  the  Cumberland  Mountain  dotted  with  coal-mines 
and  coke-ovens.  The  good  quality  of  her  semi-bituminous 
coal,  her  limestone,  and  her  remarkable  deposits  of  iron-ore, 
are  the  basis  for  cities  which  may  be  the  Scrantons  and  Pitts- 
burgs  of  the  South, 
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XVI. 

ALABAMA. 

i  Exstent  of  the  Field, — There  is  a  large  coal- 
field in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  There  are 
but  narrow  intervals  separating  its  various  parts,  but  geologi- 
cally it  ie  divided  into  three  fields.  The  Black  Warrior  i'a 
much  the  largest  of  these,  extending  from  near  the  line  of  Mis- 
sissippi to  that  of  Georgia,  covering  the  whole  of  Hancock  and 
Walker  Counties,  and  parts  of  Tuscaloosa,  Fayette,  Marion, 
Franklin,  Lawrence,  Morgan,  Blount,  Jefferson,  Marshall,  Jack- 
Bon,  and  De  Kalb  Counties.  Its  area,  so  far  as  it  is  at  present 
known,  is  5,000  square  miles,  and  its  form  and  situation  can  he 
ranch  better  understood  by  an  examination  of  the  map  than 
from  any  minute  description  of  its  irregular  boundaries. 

The  Oahawba  coal-field  lies  east  of  the  Black  Warrior,  and 
parts  of  it  are  in  Eibb,  Shelby,  Jefferson,  and  St.  Clair  Comi- 
tiea.  It  extends  on  both  sides  of  the  river  whose  name  it  bear^, 
but  principally  on  the  northwest  side.  Its  length  is  about  75 
miles,  from  four  miles  north  of  Oentreville,  in  Bibb  County, 
and  converging  to  a  point  about  10  miles  south  of  Asheville,  in 
St.  Clair  County.  The  field  is  about  10  miles  wide  at  the 
southern  part,  for  about  30  miles,  and  then  becoming  gradually 
narrower  to  its  northern  extremity,  and  it  contains  from  180  to 
to  200  square  miles. 

The  Coosa  coal-field  lies  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  river 
of  that  name,  east  of  the  northern  part  of  the  Cahawba  field. 
It  is  36  miles  long  and  eight  miles  wide,  and  contains  about 
150  square  miles.  Alabama,  therefore,  has  5,330  square  railes 
ot  coal. 

The  Black  Warrior  coal-field  approaches  the  line  of  Missia- 
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sippi ;  and  Prof.  Harper,  in  his  geological  report  of  that  State, 
says  that  the  lower  uuproductive  portion  only  of  the  carbonif- 
erous formation  extends  over  the  line.  The  coal-meaBures 
proper  terminate  in  Alabama,  and  there  cannot  be  any  coal  in 
Mississippi. 


— Por  the  proper  understanding  of  the  Alabama 
coal-field,  it  is  necessary  to  refer  to  the  general  phyeical  features 
of  the  conntry,  so  far  at  least  as  respects  the  mountains,  valleys, 
and  rivers.  Prof.  Tuomey,  the  State  geologist,  gives  us  the 
following  facts  in  regard  to  Northern  Alabama : 

Kvery  one,  who  has  examined  a  map  of  the  United  States, 
must  have  been  struck  with  the  apparently  anomalous  direction 
of  the  Tennessee  River,  when  compared  with  the  great  hydro- 
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graphic  system  of  the  United  States,  The  Atlantic  slope,  with 
its  greatest  elevation  along  the  Blue  Eidge,  has  its  system  of 
rivers  flowing  directly  toward  the  Atlantic,  In  Georgia  and 
Alabama,  which  are  beyond  the  southwestern  edge  of  this  slope, 
where  its  inclination  is  no  longer  felt,  the  rivers  flow  south 
into  the  Gnlf  of  Mexico.  In  tlie  west,  the  Alleghanies  con- 
stitute the  summit  of  the  slope,  down  which  the  rivers  flow  into 
the  basin  of  the  Iffississippi.  But  the  Tennessee,  after  drain- 
ing the  valley  between  the  Alleghanies  and  the  Cumberland 
Mountains  at  the  southern  termination  of  the  latter,  turns  ab- 
ruptly west,  and  then  passes  directly  north  through  two  degrees 
of  latitude  before  it  mingles  lyith  the  great  Father  of  Waters, 

The  vaUey  through  which  the  Tennessee  enters  Alabama 
is  much  lower  than  the  continuation  of  that  valley  toward  the 
south  ;  it  was,  therefore,  impossible  for  the  river  to  pursue  that 
course  farther.  The  crest  of  the  ridge  on  the  south  of  the  val- 
ley of  the  TonnesseCj  in  Alabama,  is  600  feet  above  the  bed  of 
the  river. 

The  highest  points  in  the  State  are  the  spurs  of  the  Cum- 
berland Mountains  that  cross  the  line  in  the  northeast,  and 
which  are  about  1,500  feet  high.  There  is  no  coal  in  Alabama 
north  of  the  Tennessee  Kiver,  except  some  very  small  patches 
of  the  extremities  of  the  Tennessee  coal-field  on  top  of  the  hilis. 
This  section  is  occupied  by  narrow  ridges  divided  by  streams 
which  run  down  to  the  Tennessee,  and  these  ridges  retain  their 
elevation  so  long  as  the  millstone  grit  remains  unbroken  on 
their  tops ;  when  that  is  removed,  they  rapidly  sink  to  the  level 
of  the  valley. 

The  Tennessee  finds  a  passage  through  an  anticlinal  valley 
separating  the  Cumberland  Mountains  from  the  Alleghanies, 
for  they  seem  to  converge  at  this  point.  The  magnificent  ridge 
on  the  east  of  the  river  constitutes  the  eastern  part  of  the 
Lookout  Mountain,  an  enormous  ridge  of  milistone  grit  which 
terminates  in  a  bold  precipice  at  the  Tillage  Springs,  and  the 
western  side  of  the  Racoon  Mountain,  which  falls  off  gradually 
into  "Warrior  Creek  coal-field.  The  mountains  are  separated 
by  Murphy's  Yalley  at  the  southern  extremity,  and  by  the  valley 
of  Will's  Creek  the  rest  of  their  length.  Tlie  Lookout  Mountain, 
seen  from  the  valley  of  the  Coosa,  has  a  fine,  imposing  appear- 
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aiice,  and,  when  length  aa  well  as  height  ia  taken  into  the  ac- 
coant,  it  constitutes  the  only  mountain-range  in  the  State.  The 
tops  of  these  mountains  form  a  plain  10  or  12  miles  in  hreadth, 
unbroken,  except  by  the  narrow  ralley  of  Will's  Creek,  being 
capped  with  a  thick  stratum  of  sandstone  which  gives  rise  to 
this  remarkable  feature  in  these  mountains. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  Talley,  the  area  of  drain- 
age is  limited  by  what  appears  to  be  a  ridge,  but  which,  in 
reality,  is  the  edge  of  the  lower  beds  of  the  coal-measures  and 
millstone  grit,  for  they  do  not  thin  out,  but  are  abruptly  broken 
oif.  They  once  extended  northward,  across  the  valley  of  the 
Tennessee  Eiver,  connecting  tlie  coal-field  of  Alabama  with 
that  of  Tennessee,  as  their  outliers  on  the  tops  of  the  moun- 
tains attest.  This  escarpment,  south  of  the  Tennessee  River, 
extends  westward  across  the  State,  from  Brown's  Talley  to  the 
Mississippi  State  line,  and  forms  the  water-shed  between  the 
streams  that  flow  southward  into  the  "Warrior,  and  those  that 
run  into  the  Tennessee.  When  a  stratum  of  sand-rock  forming 
the  top  of  a  mountain  has  a  long,  gentle  dip  or  slope  to  the 
south,  aa  in  this  instance,  it  will  always  have  a  short,  steep 
front  to  the  north.  The  country,  therefore,  falls  off  rapidly 
from  this  escarpment  toward  the  Tennessee  River.  As  we 
approach  the  northwest  comer  of  the  coal-field,  Bear  Greek, 
rising  in  the  coal-fleld  with  its  tributaries,  is  obhged,  like  the 
Tennessee,  to  seek  an  outlet  toward  the  west. 

It  will  be  seen,  at  a  glance,  how  completely  the  upper  War- 
rior conforms  to  the  Warrior  coal-field.  Rising  on  the  verge 
of  the  Tennessee,  it  rune  rapidly  southward,  over  the  coal- 
measures  of  the  basin  which  it  drains.  The  fall  of  the  War- 
rior between  its  source  and  Tuscaloosa  is  nearly  1,000  feet,  or 
five  feet  in  one  mile,  and  between  that  place  and  Mobile  the 
rivers  tliat  unite  with  the  Warrior  have  a  fall  of  only  161  feet, 
or  five  inches  in  a  mile.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  Black 
Warrior  River  rises  during  floods  to  the  height  of  50  feet  at 
Tuscaloosa ;  the  water  being  suddenly  checked,  and  unable  to 
escape  with  the  same  rapidity,  accumulates  as  it  reaches  that 
city.  From  the  escarpment  just  described,  running  east  and 
west,  just  south  of  the  Tennessee  River,  this  Black  Warrior 
coal-fleld  gradually  declines  southward   or  southwestward  to 
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the  plains  of  Alabama,  into  -which  sinks  the  southern  extremity 
of  this  Alleghany,  the  best  if  not  greatest  of  American  coal- 
fields. 

The  structure  of  the  two  smaller  coal-fielda,  the  Cahawba 
and  Coosa,  is  quite  different ;  being  situated  near  the  anticli- 
nals  to  be  described,  the  strata  are  turned  up,  as  it  were,  edge- 
ways, or  inclined  at  a  considerable  angle. 

Struoture. — The  structure  of  the  coal-fields  of  Alabama 
may  be  easily  understood.  They  are  disposed  in  long,  and 
narrow,  trough-like  depressions,  through  which  the  principal 
streams  of  the  region  flow.  This  is  caused  by  the  three  prin- 
cipal anticlinals  of  the  strata  by  which  the  carboniferous  rocks 
have  been  lifted  up  in  three  lines  of  unequal  length.  The  prin- 
cipal of  these  extends  from  near  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
State,  southwest  to  near  Centreville,  in  Bibb  County.  On  the 
east  of  this,  the  Coosa  and  Cahawba  coal-measures  are  tilted 
up,  and  dip  south  of  east,  and  the  same  southeast  dip  continues 
from  Centreville  to  Rome,  in  Georgia,  while,  on  the  other  side 
of  the  line,  the  coal-bearing  rocks  of  Racoon  Mountain,  the 
Locust  Fork,  and  those  of  the  Warrior  itself,  dip  in  the  oppo- 
site direction.  The  next  anticlinal  is  in  Blount  County,  and  is 
shorter.  Commencing  at  the  head  of  Murphy's  Yalley,  it  unites 
with  the  preceding,  at  Tillage  Springs.  On  each  side  of  this 
the  rocks  dip  east  and  west. 

The  third  anticlinal  coincides  with  the  Tennessee  Talley 
to  the  great  bend  near  Warrington,  in  Marshall  County,  and 
thence  continues  on  in  the  same  southwest  direction,  through 
Brown's  Valley,  in  Marshall  and  Blount  Connties,  Although 
ttie  lower  carboniferous  rocks  are  not  lifted  to  the  surface  far 
south  of  Blount  Springs,  yet  the  influence  of  this  line  of  uplift 
is  perceived  as  low  as  the  junction  of  the  Locust  Fork  or  great 
eastern  branch  with  the  Warrior,  where  the  coal-measures  are 
barely  bent  upward,  and  dip  in  opposite  directions.  From 
this  simple  view  of  the  direction  in  which  the  forces  acted  that 
have  moulded  into  their  present  form  the  carboniferous  rocks, 
and  to  which  are  due  the  courses  of  the  rivers,  and  all  the 
physical  features  of  the  entire  region,  there  will  be  but  little 
difficulty  in  understanding  the  structure  of  these  eoal-fields. 

The  Warrior  coal-field  dips  at  Tuscaloosa  with  a  very  gentle 
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aQgle  toward  the  west.  This  very  small  angle  of  dip  is  char- 
acteristic of  the  "Warrior  coal-meaaurea  throughout  their  entire 
extent,  and  one  is  iinmediately  struck  with  the  great  difference 
in  this  respect  between  them  and  those  of  the  Oahawha. 

Size  of  the  Goal-Beds. — It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Oahaw- 
ba  field  has  an  important  advantage  over  the  Warrior  in  the 
greater  thieknesa  of  its  beds.  The  "Warrior  beds  are  not  only 
thinner,  but  contain  troublesome  bands  of  slate.  Those  of  the 
Cahawba  are  thick,  but  the  beds  have  a  great  inclination  or 
dip,  and  require  more  capital  in  commencing  mining  opera- 
tions. 

A  coal-seam  23  inches  thick  is  worked  near  Tuscaloosa, 
from  which  the  place  is  supplied  with  coal,  to  the  almost  ex- 
clusion of  wood.  The  coal  appears  to  be  of  a  crumbling  char- 
acter. On  the  Mulberry  Fork,  in  Walker  County,  the  coal  is 
harder  and  of  better  quahty  than  at  Tuscaloosa,  and  seams  of 
about  three  feet  of  clean  coal  are  found,  and  some  much  thicker, 
with  bands  of  slate  between  the  coal-seams,  and  on  Lost  Creek 
four  feet  of  clear  coal  is  found. 

In  the  Black  "Warrior  coal-field  Prof.  Tuomey  mentions 
several  places  where  coal  three  or  four  feet  thick  was  reported, 
but  there  seems  to  be  no  reliable  account  of  any  being  meas- 
ured at  that  time  more  tlian  18  inches  thick.  From  his  report, 
it  appears  that,  although  the  Black  Warrior  coal-field  covers 
a  large  surface,  the  seams  of  coal  are  few  and  very  thin. 
Persona  from  the  Lehigh  Valley,  who  have  visited  Alabama, 
report  having  seen  beds  of  good  coal  in  the  Black  Warrior 
coal-field  as  much  as  eight  feet  thick. 

In  the  Cahawba  field,  at  Lacey's  Ferry,  is  a  bed  about  two 
milea  from  the  river,  which  is  also  about  five  feet  thick ;  and 
near  Montevallo  a  bed  seven  feet  thick  was  examined  on  a 
branch  of  Shoal  Creek ;  and  on  Lewis  Creek  a  bed  of  two-yard 
coal  is  found,  but  not  of  a  good  quality  at  the  outcrop. 

By  the  report  of  Mr.  Tuomey,  the  coal  in  the  Cahawba 
field  is  reported  of  the  thickness  of  three,  four,  and  4J  feet  at 
the  various  localities.     He  had  similar  reports  of  the  seams  in 
the  Ooosa  field  being  opened  two,  three,  and  four  feet  in  thick- 
Mr,  Daddow,  who  visited  the  Cahawba  region  about  the  year 
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1865,  Bays  the  coal-seam  is  about  five  feet  tliick  at  its  best 
condition ;  but  farther  south,  at  Montevallo,  near  the  southern 
end  of  the  Cahawba  field,  it  ia  10  feet  thick,  but  exceedingly 
impnre.  He  pronounces  it  the  worst  coal  he  ever  saw  used  as 
fuel,  containing,  besides  much  sulphur,  about  20  per  cent,  of 
ash.  On  the  contrary,  the  coal  mined  farther  north,  nearly 
opposite,  and  20  miles  west  of  Talladega,  was  extremely  pure. 
-  The  latter,  however,  from  the  description  of  the  locality,  may 
have  been  from  the  Coosa  field. 

farther  toward  the  northeast,  be  says,  "  The  only  seam  of 
coal  is  18  inches  thick,  hnt  very  pure  and  clean."  He  further 
reports  that  "coal  has  been  mined  for  a  considerable  period 
in  Alabama,  and  shipped  on  the  Tennessee,  Black  Warrior, 
Cahawba,  and  Coosa  Eivers,  also  by  rail  to  Sehna  from  Monte- 
vallo." 

In  the  Coosa  coal-field,  on  Trout  Creek,  the  seam  is  21 
inches  thick,  and  is  bright,  clean,  and  free  from  elate.  On 
Broken  Arrow,  in  the  interior  of  the  field,  Mr.  Tuomey  ex- 
amined two  beds,  each  five  feet  thick  of  clear  coal. 

The  census  of  1870  reports  only  11,000  tons  of  coal  mined 
in  Alabama,  namely,  10,000  tons  in  De  Kalb,  and  1,000  in 
Shelby  County.  The  second  geological  report  gives  the  fol- 
lowing analyses  of  Alabama  coal,  showing  it  to  be  highly 
bituminous : 
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The  information  to  be  obtained  as  to  the  Alabama 
regions  is  meagre.  A  geological  survey  is  very  mi 
As  a  mere  advertisement  of  the  mineral  wealth  of  the  State, 
its  expenses  would  be  repaid  many  fold  in  the  accession  of 
population  and  wealth  from  immigration,  and  the  increased 
value  it  would  give  to  property. 

The  Cahawba  and  Coosa  coal-fields  are  almost  surrounded 
by  excellent  iron-ore.  The  subject  of  this  book  is  coal  and 
coal  only.     Another  volnme,  at  least,  would  be  required  to  do 
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justice  to  the  iron-ores  of  America,  It  is,  therefore,  better  not 
to  attempt  any  account  of  them,  however  nearly  they  may  be 
associated  with  the  coal-fields.  There  are  great  quantities  of 
red  hematite-ore  in  many  localities  near  these  coal-fields,  the 
most  wonderful  of  these  probably  being  the  Bed  Mountain, 
extending  from  Elyton,  in  Jefferson  County,  from  20  to  30 
miles  northeastward,  into  St.  Clair  County.  The  fossil  ores, 
which  are  bo  thin  in  New  York,  increase  in  quantity  near  this 
southern  end  of  our  great  American  coal-field,  giving  assurance 
of  employment  for  the  deposits  of  fuel  for  ages  to  come,  on  the 
very  ground  where  Nature  has  placed  in  convenient  proximity 
iron-ore,  limestone,  and  coaL 
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MIOHIGAif.* 


The  coal-measures  of  Michigan  rest  upon  the  Parma  sand- 
stone, a  white  or  slightly-yellowish  quartzose,  glistening  sand- 
stone, containing  occasional  traces  of  terrestrial  vegetation.  It 
occupies  the  geological  position  of  the  Ohio  and  Penueylvaiiia 
conglomerate.  The  occurrence  of  pebbles  at  a  single  "locality 
observed  constitutes  a  faint  physical  similarity,  but  in  other 
respects  the  reserfblance  is  rather  remote.  Unlibe  the  Ohio 
conglomerate,  it  is  separated  from  the  upper  Devonian  rocks 
by  a  considerable  thickness  of  calcareous  and  arenaceous  strata. 
The  Woodville  sandstone  is  the  cover  or  capping-stone  of  the 
Michigan  coal-measures,  and  is  a  friable,  ratber  coarse  qnartzose 
sandstone,  stained  more  or  less  with  oxide  of  iron,  so  that  its 
color  varies  from  white  to  different  shades  of  red.  Both  the 
Parma  and  Woodville  sandstone  properly  belong  to  the  coal- 


The  coal-field  of  Michigan  embraces  the  counties  of  Sag- 
inaw, Shiawassee,  Clinton,  Ionia,  Montcalm,  Gratiot,  Isa- 
bella, and  Midland,  the  greater  part  of  Tuscola,  Genesee, 
Ingham,  Eaton,  and  Bay,  being  nearly  13  counties,  besides  con- 
siderable portions  of  Livingston  and  Jackson,  and  probably 
other  counties  on  the  north.  The  southern  border  of  the 
basin  reaches  into  Jackson  County.     Beyond,  or  south  of  this 
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seem  to  be  several  detached  outliers,  in  which  the  measures  do 
not  attain  their  normal  thickness,  though  the  principal  seam  of 
coal  is  very  little  diminished.  The  whole  area  underlaid  bj  the 
coal-measures  is  approximately  187  townships,  or  6,700  square 
miles.  Over  nearly  the  whole  of  this  extent  of  country  the 
measures  will  be  found  productive.  The  railroad  map  of  the 
eoal-regions  of  the  United  States  given  in  this -volume  will 
show  its  situation.  From  all  the  observations  of  Prof.  Win- 
chell,  it  appears  that  the  rocks  of  the  coal-measures  occupy  a 
shallow  basin,  the  longest  axis  of  which  is  nearly  coincident 
with  the  axis  of  Saginaw  Bay.  The  lowest  depression  of  the 
carboniferous  trough  liea  beneath  a  line  extending  from  Ionia 
County  into  Saginaw  Bay.  Here  the  eoal-meaaures  will  be 
found  to  have  the  greatest  thickness,  and  the  coal-seams  will 
be  developed  in  their  largest  number  and  size.  The  whole 
thickness  of  the  coal-measures  here  at  East  Saginaw,  on  the 
Saginaw  River,  between  the  overlying  and  underlying  sand- 
stones, is  shown  by  the  borings  to  be  123  teet,  containing  one 
seam  of  three  or  four  feet  of  bituminous  coal.  From  the  sec- 
tions which  are  given  in  the  State  report,  it  appears  that  one 
persistent  seam  of  coal  runs  through  the  whole  formation, 
ranging  in  thickness  between  three  and  five  feet,  being  thinnest 
near  the  borders  of  the  basin.  Sometimes  on  the  border  of  the 
basin  the  Parma  and  Woodville  sandstone,  the  top  and  bottom 
rocks  enclosing  the  coal-measures,  are  not  more  than  IS  feet 
apart,  and  they  are  not  easily  diatinguiahed  from  each  other. 
Toward  the  central  axis  of  the  basin  all  the  members  of  the 
series  thicken,  and  several  accessary  seams  of  coal  make  their 
appearance.  "When  this  occurs,  one  of  the  seams  is  a  cannel- 
coal,  about  two  feet  in  thickness.  Immediately  above  this 
seam  is  a  belt  of  black  band,  becoming  in  places  highly  cal- 
careous, and  passing  into  a  black  ornamental  limestone  or 
marble.  The  following  table  presents  to  the  eye  the  j 
structure  of  these  coal-measures : 

6,  BitumiDOaB  Shalea  and  Light  Clays 40   I 

4.  Black  Band  paesmg  into  Black  Limeatoae : .  2 

9.  Bitununous  and  Caunel  Coal,  iwo  to  four  Deama 3  to  11 

2.  Fire-Clays  and  Sandstones S3 

1.  Sbole,  C]a,j,  Saudstone,  and  otlier  Coal-seanu CO 


Hosted  by 


Google 


384  MICHIGAN. 

The  ehales  of  the  coal-meaaures  are  well  stocked  with  the 
remains  of  ten-estrial  vegetation.  Fern-leaveB,  in  a  beautiful 
state  of  preservation,  are  sometimes  found  in  the  black  band. 

In  speaking  of  the  ifichigan  carboniferous  basin  or  trough, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  all  these  rocks  repose  very  nearly 
in  horizontal  planes,  so  that  the  undulations,  or  ridges,  into 
which  they  have  been  tlirown,  are  slight,  and  these  have  been 
more  or  less  worn  down.  The  Woodville  sandstone  is  not 
everywhere  found  covering  the  coal-measures,  and  the  denuda- 
tion has  sometimes  extended  through  it,  and  in  limited  areaa 
through  the  coal-measures,  but,  in  general  terms,  the  whole  area 
will  be  found  productive. 

The  greatest  thickness  of  coal  discovered  in  the  State  is  on 
Six-mile  Creek,  where  one  seam  five  feet  in  thickness  of  coal, 
and  three  others  of  two  feet  each,  are  reported,  separated  by 
layers  of  clay  1^,  S-J,  and  3^  feet  each.  Next  to  this,  the  great- 
est thickness  of  any  single  seam  of  coal  in  Michigan  is  in  Eaton 
County,  which  is  four  feet  one  inch  thick,  with  three  other 
seams  two  feet  three  inches,  one  foot  eleven  inches,  and  eight 
inches,  respectively.  The  only  analysis  of  Michigan  coal,  given 
in  the  State  report,  is  of  the  Jackson  coal,  which  gives :  carbon, 
46  ;  volatile  matter,  49  ;  ash,  2  ;  water,  2  ;  sulphur,  2.  Its 
quality  is  quite  inferior,  and,  as  Michigan  has  very  cheap  trans- 
portation by  the  great  lakes,  for  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  coals 
from  Buffalo,  Erie,  and  Cleveland,  the  market  for  her  own  coals 
is  very  limited,  and  altogether  local, 

STNOPTIOAl.  VIEW  OF   THE  GEOLOGY  OF  THE  LOWER  PENINSULA  OF 

MIOniGAN. 

lY.—Carl>oni/erou$  Syitem. 

16,  Woodville  SandBtone 79  feet, 

16.  Coal  Meaaures 128    " 

14.  Parma  Sandstone. 106    " 

13.  Carboniferous  Limestone. 68    " 

12.  Michigan  Salt  Group 184    " 

11.  Napoleon  Group 128    *' 

m. — Devtmian  Sy^em. 

10,  Marstall  Group,  Chemung 147  " 

9,  Huron  Group,  Portage 224  " 

8.  Hamilton  Group 66  " 

7.  Upper  Helderberg  Group 8S4  " 
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II. —  Upper  SUurian  i^/alem. 

6.  Onondaga  Salt  Group 81  " 

IS,  Niagara  Group 97  " 

*.  Clinton  Group 61  " 

,1. — Zowtr  Silurian. 

S.  Hudson  River  Group 18  feet, 

2,  Trenton, 32    " 

1.  Lake  Su^rior  Sandstone,  Potsdam 18    " 

It  was  long  since  shown,  by  Prof.  Hall,  that  nearly  every 
member  of  the  Silurian  and  lower  Devonian  systems  thins 
gradually  in  its  westward  prolongation ;  loses  something  of  its 
arenaceous  or  argillaceous  character,  and- becomes  at  the  West 
more  calcareous,  changes  which  have  generally  been  regarded 
as  proving  the  origin  of  the  materials  of  those  groups  to  have 
been  at  the  East. 

In  Michigan,  on  the  contrary,  there  is  evidence  that  the 
materials  for  the  upper  Devonian  and  carboniferous  rocks  were 
derived  from  the  north.  The  Helderberg  limestones  are  350 
feet  thick  at  Mackinaw,  and  not  more  than  60  feet  thick  in 
Monroe  Gounty.  The  Hamilton  group,  so  well  developed  in 
Thunder  and  Little  Traverse  Bays,  is  not  recogQized  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  State.  The  Huron  group,  with  its  grit- 
stones and  flagstones,  at  Point  aux  Bargee,  contains  only  two 
strata  of  flagstones  at  Grand  Rapids.  The  conglomerate  at 
the  base  of  the  Marshall,  and  the  pebbles  in  it,  and  the  Napo- 
leon groups  in  the  north,  are  not  found  in  any  of  the  southern 
outcrops,  while,  on  the  contrary,  estensive  patches  of  the 
Marshall  sandstone  are  found  firmly  cemented  by  calcareous 
matter  at  Battle  Creek,  Jonesville,  and  other  southera  points. 
The  palseozoic  rocks  of  Michigan,  then,  seem  to  have  been  iso- 
lated from  those  of  the  adjoining  regions ;  their  lithological 
characters  are  different,  the  organic  contents  are  peculiar,  and 
their  materials  have  been  received  from  another  direction.  The 
paucity  of  rock-producing  materials  seems  to  have  continued 
through  the  epoch  of  the  coal,  the  Michigan  measures  not  at- 
taining one-twentieth  the  thickness  of  the  same  rocks  in  Ohio. 
The  evidence  leads  to  the  conviction  that  the  Ohio  and  Michi- 
gan coal-basins  were  never  continuous,  and  that  the  waters  did 
25 
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not  flow  over  the  separating  ridge  between  the  Helderberg 
period  and  the  drift. 

Probably  there  is  not  a  State  in  the  Union  where  misguided 
explorations  for  coal  Lave  not  been  the  means  of  squandering 
large  sums  of  money.  The  populai^  opinion,  that  coal  must 
exist  in  the  vicinity  of  black  shales,  is  almost  universal.  In 
Michigan,  Prof.  Winehell,  from  whose  reports  this  account  is 
compiled,  has  had  occasion  to  discourage  explbrations  of  this 
kind — a  duty  always  unpleasant,  and,  as  he  says,  often  met 
with  ingratitude  and  incredulity.  In  the  northern  part  of  the 
Michigan  Peninsula,  black,  bituminous  shales  of  the  Hamilton 
group  are  found,  which  burn  freely,  and  closely  resemble  the 
coal-shales,  but  they  lie  500  feet  below  any  seam  of  coal. 

The  largest  amount  of  coal-mining  in  Michigan  is  done  in 
the  vicinity  of  Jackson,  but  the  whole  production  in  the  State, 
in  1868,  did  not  exceed  25,000  tons,  which  was  used  in  railroad 
locomotives,  and  for  other  steam-purposes,  the  coal  being  very 
heavily  impregnated  with  sulphur.  The  United  States  census 
of  1870  reports  28,150  tons  of  coal  mined  in  Michigan  in  the 
previous  year — 28,000  in  Jackson,  and  150  in  Ingbaiti  County. 
1  Las  vast  mineral  wealth,  but  not  in  her  coal-beds. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


THIRD   OOAL-PIELD. 


XVIII 
INDIANA. 


The  general  geolc^ical  structure  of  Indiana  is  very  similar 
to  that  of  Ohio,  the  principal  feature  of  both  heing  prodnced 
by  the  Cincinnati  anticlinal.  In  Indiana,  the  oldest  rocbs,  the 
lower  Silurian  limestone,  appear  on  the  sontheast  part  of  the 
State,  dipping  westward.  Next  above  occur  the  Devonian 
formations,  and  farther  west,  and  above  these,  is  the  earbonif- 
erons  formation  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  State,  adjoin- 
ing the  Illinois  line.  A  recent  geological  survey  has  been 
undertaken  in  this  State,  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  E.  T. 
Cox,  and  reports  for  the  years  1869  and  1870  have  been  issued. 
The  State  has  been  very  greatly  enriched  by  this  survey,  by 
making  known  the  very  important  and  valuable  coal-field,  and 
especially  the  iron-making  block-coal. 

Metent  and  Sovndaries  of  the  Coal -Field. — The  line 
bounding  the  Indiana  eoal-fiold  crosses  the  Illinois  line  from 
Iroqnois  County,  in  that  Stete,  into  Warren  County,  Indiana, 
four  miles  north  of  Williamaport,  where  good  coal  is  found,  and 
probably  the  measures  extend  about  three  miles  farther  north ; 
thence  it  trends  southeastwardly  along  the  eastern  boundary 
of  Park;  it  passes  near  Greencastle  in  Putnam  and  Freedom, 
in  Owen  County ;  it  reaches  the  western  border  of  Monroe 
County,  and  passes  between  Huron  and  Shoales  on  the  Ohio 
&  Kississippi  Railroad,  in  Lawrence  and  Martin  Counties ;  it 
runs  near  I'rench  Lick,  in  Orange  County,  and  to  the  mouth  of 
Deer  Creek  in  Perry  County,  where  it  crosses  into  Kentucky. 
But  this  line  is  very  irregular,  and  is  marked  by  numerous 
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tongue-shaped  projections  which  have  been  here  and  there  cut 
across  by  demnjing  forces,  leaving  patches  or  outliers  of  car- 
boniferous rocks,  with  the  seams  of  coal  resting  on  the  Bub- 
carboniferous  liraeatones  far  beyond  the  true  boundary  of  the 
coal-measure.  The  coal-iield  embraces  Perry,  Spencer,  War- 
wick, Vanderburg,  Posey,  Gibson,  Pike,  Dubois,  Davies,  Knox, 
Martin,  Sullivan,  Greene,  Clay,  Vigo,  Parke,  Vermilion  and 
Pountain  Counties,  and  parts  of  others  through  which  the 
line  passes  as  before  described.  On  the  south  it  adjoins 
the  Ohio  Kiver  for  153  miles  from  Kome  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Wabaah  Eiver.  The  area  of  the  Indiana  coal-measures 
approximates  6,500  square  miles,  or  one-fifth  part  of  the  en- 
tire State.  Prof.  Cox  reports  the  coal-measures  of  Indiana 
as  not  greater  than  650  feet  in  thickness,  including  the  mill- 
stone grit.  In  a  few  localities  in  this  State  there  are  one  or 
more  very  thin  seama  of  coal  below  the  Archimedes  limestone, 
but  no  coal  of  any  economical  value  has  yet  been  found  lower 
than  the  base  of  the  millstone  grit. 

THE  BLOCK-COAL   REGION. 

There  are,  in  Indiana,  two  well-defined  zones  of  coal,  the 
eastern  and  western  zones ;  and,  though  an  equivalency  in  some 
of  the  seams  is  clearly  traced  from  one  to  the  other,  yet  the 
quality  of  the  coal  is  quite  distinct  in  each.  The  eastern  zone 
extends  along  the  border  of  the  field,  from  the  Ohio  Eiver,  in 
Perry  County,  on  the  south,  to  Warren  County  on  the  north, 
or  from  Kome  to  Williarasport,  being  about  150  miles  in  length, 
with  an  average  width  of  three  miles.  The  area  of  the  eastern 
zone  is  about  450  square  miles,  or  288,000  acres,  and  the  in- 
cluded coals  belong  to  the  bituminous  variety  characterized  as 
non-coking,  or  free-burning.  The  Indiana  coal,  from  this  zone, 
has  received  the  local  name  of  block-coal,  a  name  given  to  it 
by  the  miners  on  account  of  the  facility  with  which  it  can  be 
mined  in  blocks  as  large  aa  it  is  possible  to  handle.  The  beds 
are  crossed  at  right  angles  by  joint-seams  that  greatly  facilitate 
the  operation  of  mining,  which  is  usually  carried  on  without 
resort  to  blasting.  Block-coal  has  a  laminated  structure,  and 
is  composed  of  alternate  thin  layers  of  vitreous,  dull,  black-coal, 
and  fibrous,  mineral  charcoal.     In  tlie  direction  of  the  bedding 
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iines,  it  eplits  readily  into  thin  sheets  like  slate,  but  it  breaks 
with  difficulty  in  the  opposite  direction.  Chemically,  it  does 
not  appear  to  differ  from  the  coking-coals,  hut,  in  bnming,  it 
hehayes  quite  differently.  Unlike  the  latter,  it  does  not  swell, 
shoot  out  jets  of  gas,  nor  form  a  cake  by  running  together ; 
neither  does  it  leave  an  ash  mixed  with  clinkers,  but  retains  its 
shape,  like  hickbrj'-wood,  until  entirely  consumed  to  a  email 
quantity  of  white  ash,  which  contains  no  trace  of  clinker.  In 
the  great  majority  of  mines  that  have  been  opened,  the  block- 
coal  is  remarkably  free  from  sulphur  and  phosphorus.  Clay 
County,  Indiana,  which  was  first  surveyed  by  Mr.  Cox,  has  the 
Bub-carboniferou8  limestone  about  10  feet  thick,  as  its  oldest 
rock,  and  about  30  feet  of  arenaceous  shale  over  it.  The  mill- 
stone grit  follows  this,  which  is  very  variable  in  its  lithological 
character,  and  carries  two  or  more  coal-beds.  It  is  not  repre- 
sented by  a  conglomerate,  or  sandstone,  charged  with  quartz 
pebbles,  from  which  it  is  entirely  free,  but  varies  from  a  thick- 
bedded  sandstone,  of  varions  colors,  to  silicious  shale.  Its  lower 
coal,  A,  is  from  one  foot  to  three  feet  thick,  and,  at  some  places, 
is  block  or  non-coking  coal,  and  at  others,  coking.  Coal  E, 
about  12  to  15  feet  higher,  seldom  exceeds  one  foot  thick.  The 
quality  of  these  conglomerate  coals  is  good,  but  the  seams  are 
too  thin  to  prove  remunerative. 

Although  the  coal-meaaures  occupy,  comparatively,  a  narrow 
strip  along  the  western  border  of  Indiana,  they  dip  rapidly  to 
the  westward  so  as  to  bring  in  quite  a  large  number  of  seams. 
From  Keelsville,  in  Putnam  County,  the  strata  dip  to  the  west- 
ward at  the  rate  of  30  feet  to  the  mile,  horizontal  distance. 
The  coal-measures  increase  rapidly  in  thickness  as  you  proceed 
toward  the  Wabash  Eiver,  and  for  some  distance  beyond  that 
stream,  in  Illinois.  The  seams  are  lettered  from  A  to  N,  but 
there  are,  as  yet,  no  coal-seams  discovered  to  represent  the 
letters  C,  D,  and  E,  in  a  blank  space  of  263  feet. 

The  most  important  coals,  from  a  manufacturing  point  of 
view,  to  be  found  within  the  entire  limits  of  the  great  western 
coal-field.  Dr.  Cox  pronounces  to  be  those  marked  F,  I,  and  K, 
on  the  following  section,  which  are  referred  to  as  "lower 
block,"  "  main  block,"  and  "  upper  block  "  coals. 

The  main  "  block-coal,"  I,  ranges  from  three  feet  eight 
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inelies  to  four  feet  fonr  inches  in  thickness,  and  the  lower  K 
and  upper  F  from  one  foot  six  inches  to  three  feet  six  inches. 
They  were  first  mined  in  the  vicinity  of  Brazil,  and  are  found 
occupying  a  belt  that  in  Clay  County  is  from  three  to  10  miles 
in  width,  and  in  length  extending  from  the  northern  limits  of 
the  coal-basin,  in  Warren  County,  as  far  south  as  the  present 
limits  of  the  survey,  and  it  will  probahly  be  found  farther  south. 
Dr.  Cox  is  a  strenuous  opponent  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
equivalency  in  the  coal-beds  of  the  Eastern  or  Alleghany  coal- 
field, and  that  of  the  "W^estern  or  Illinois,  Indiana,  aud  Kentucky 
field,  as  taught  in  the  reports  of  the  Kentucky  survey.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  great  anticlinal  which  crosses  Western  Ohio, 
Eastern  Indiana,  and  extending  across  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee, is  older  than  the  Carboniferous  age,  and  separated  the 
coal-fields  from  the  beginning.  He  argues  that  there  is  no  simi- 
larity in  the  series  of  coal-beds  or  their  accompanying  strata, 
The  following  is  his  general  section  of  the  coal  formations : 

CONNECTED  BECTIOrT  OP  DIDiaNA 


BOCS. 

OOAl. 

reet. 

Feet 

mchea 

43 

Drift  Hard-pan,  and  li  foot  Sandstone. 

4 

Coal  N  (Pemng). 
Rre-elay,  Sandatone  and  Shale. 

81 

6 

CoalM. 

30 
14 

1 

Fire-clay,  Sandstone,  and  Shale. 

Ilre-olaj,  Sandstone,  and  Bitnminous  Shala. 

IS 

^ 

10 
7 

Coal  K,  Upper  Block. 
Fire.clay  and  Shale. 
Coal  J. 

11 

4 

4 

Coal  I,  Main  Block. 

12 

Fire-clav  and  BituminouB  Shale. 
Coal  H. 
Fire.claj,  Slate,  Sandstone,  etc. 

26 

0 

Coal  G. 

24 

3 

s 

Coal  F,  Lower  Block. 

263 

Sandstone,  Fire-clav,  and  Shale. 

a 

Coal  B. 

20 
8 

3 

MUlstone  Grit 
Coal  A, 

Total. 

522  1   28        9 

"Block-coal"   is  a  name  used  by  miners  to  designate  a 
variety  of  non-caking,  bituminous  coal,  which  was  first  dis- 
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covered  on  the  weetem  border  of  the  Appalachian  coal-field 
along  the  Mahoning  Valley,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  where  it  is 
also  extensively  used  in  blast-fnraaces  direct  from  the  mine. 
In  many  respects  it  closely  resembles  the  Scotch  "  splint "  coal ; 
it  is  free-burning,  contains  a  small  amount  of  white  ash,  is  re- 
markably free  from  sulphur,  has  a  aplintj  fracture,  breaks  into 
elongated  slabs,  and  emits  a  duU,  ringing  sound  when  struck 
with  the  hammer.  The  beds  of  this  coal  are  traversed  by  nar- 
row vertical  fissures,  that  are  nevertheless  quite  distinct,  the 
main  system  of  which  runs  a  little  east  of  north,  and,  being 
crossed  at  right  angles  by  others,  they  separate  the  coal-strata 
in  such  a  manner  that  the  coal  may  be  mined  in  large  cubes  or 
blocks,  which  exhibit  the  whole  depth  of  the  bed,  hence  the 
probable ,  origin  of  the  name  "  block-coal."  The  sides  of  the 
blocks  are  regular,'  and  usually  stained  with  oxide  of  iron, 
which  is  probably  caused  by  the  infiltration  of  ferruginous 
waters  along  the  joints.  When  entries  are  driven  across  the 
main  joints  of  the  block-coal  beds,  the  face  of  the  mine  presents 
a  zigzag,  notched  appearance. 

Block  coal  has  a  laminated  structure,  and  splits  readily  into 
sheets,  that  have  their  surfaces  covered  with  a  dull,  black,  soft, 
fibrous,  carbonaceous  matter,  resembling  charcoal ;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  is  difttcult  to  break  in  the  direction  opposite 
to  the  lamina  :  and  this  fracture  exhibits  a  splintj  structure, 
markei  by  alternate  layers  of  duU'and  shining  black-coal. 

In  burning,  it  scarcely  swells,  or  changes  form ;  and  never 
cakes,  or  runs  together.  It  is  this  latter  character  which  gives 
to  the  "  block-coal "  its  peculiar  value  as  a  fuel  for  smelting  iron- 
ores,  while  it  has  sufficient  bitumen,  in  the  form  of  gaseous 
matter,  to  render  it  highly  infiammable  ;  and  the  blocks  retain 
their  shape  antil  burnt  to  ash,  in  such  a  manner  as  will  admit 
the  ready  passage  of  the  blast  and  flame  through  the  entire  mass 
of  iuel,  ore,  and  flux.  On  the  other  hand,  the  bituminous  caking 
coals,  of  which  the  Pittsburg  coal  may  be  taken  as  the  type, 
swell,  and  mix  together,  so  that  the  blast  cannot  force  the  flame 
through  the  contents  of  the  furnace,  and  the  whole  mass  becomes 
chilled  for  want  of  sufficient  beat  to  melt  the  ore. 

Dr.  Oox's  researches  in  Indiana  go  to  show  that  that  portion, 
at  least,  of  the  coal-measures  in  which  this  coal  is  found,  is  much 
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distnrlied  by  horsebacks  and  other  irregTiIaritiee  in  the  strata. 
From  numerous  irregnlarities  to  be  found  in  the  coal-meas- 
ures in  many  localities,  he  was  further  led  to  conclude  that  the 
bottom  of  the  large  marsh  or  peat-bog,  in  which  coal-beds  were 
formed,  was  not  an  entirely  level  suiface,  but  was  subject  to 
the  same  changes  and  inequalities  that  are  to  be  found  in  the 
great  peat-bogs  of  the  present  day ;  and  that  it  was  traversed 
by  streams,  both  large  and  small,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cause 
an  accumulation  of  carbonaceous  matter  in  one  locality,  and  cut 
it  away  in  others. 

This  block-coal  seems  to  be  often  located  in  small  basins, 
the  coal  rising  in  all  directions  from  the  shafts.  The  strata  rise 
rapidly,  and  the  coal  is  confined,  like  that  about  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  and  Sharpsburg,  Pennsylvania,  to  small  deposits  on  an 
irregular  floor.  For  manufacturing  pig-iron,  this  coal  is  not 
surpassed  by  any  in  the  country.  A  short  distance  west  of 
Brazil,  the  seams  of  block-coal  K  and  I  are  brought  up  by  a 
slight  wave  in  the  strata,  and  are  cut  out  by  drift.  At  New- 
burg,  two  miles  west  of  Brazil,  the  general  westerly  dip  from 
the  axis  of  the  wave  has  again  earned  these  coals  to  a  consid- 
erable depth  below  the  surface  at  the  railroad  level,  and  they 
are  so  much  reduced  in  thickness  as  not  to  have  been  recog- 
nized in  the  bores  made  in  search  of  them  at  various  points 
between  Brazil  and  Terre  Haute. 

The  mammoth  bed  L,  seven  or  eight  feet  thick,  is  a  bitu- 
minous coking-coal ;  and,  therefore,  cannot  be  used  for  smelting 
pig-iron  without  coking.  "WTien  properly  and  carefully  selected 
from  the  pyritous  bands  which  are  more  or  less  common  in  this 
bed,  it  is  a  very  good  article,  excellent  aa  a  fuel  for  household 
use  and  for  steam  purposes.  It  will  make,  in  properly-arranged 
ovens,  a  hard,  metalUc-looking  coke  that  will  answer  for  smelts 
ing  iron.  As  yet,  the  value  of  this  mammoth  bed  of  coal  is 
hardly  realized. 

A  large  number  of  mines  have  been  opened  on  the  block- 
coal  seams  around  Brazil,  in  Clay  County.  This  county  con- 
tains a  coal-area  of  300  square  miles.  The  total  depth  of  coal, 
including  all  the  seams,  is  28  feet,  but  some  of  the  seams  are 
not  thick  enough  to  mine ;  a  further  deduction  should  be  made 
for  outcrops,  horsebacks,  waste,  etc.,  leaving  the  available  depth 
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of  block  and  eobing  coals  at  six  feet.  When  we  take  into  con- 
Bideration  its  convenience  to  market,  and  its  superior  quality 
as  a  fae!  for  smelting  iron,  it  seems  to  be  a  very  valuable  coal. 
In  fact,  it  should  be  used  only  for  making  iron,  notwithstanding 
that,  for  heating  pmpjses,  and  for  generating  steam,  it  stands 
unrivalled  in  the  West,  and  for  the  use  of  locomotives  it  has 
no  superior.  As  a  blast-furnace  coal  to  smelt  iron-ore,  it  has 
been  amply  tested  in  the  five  furnaces  in  Clay  County,  leaving 
nothing  to  be  desired.  The  pig-iron  here  made,  from  Iron 
Mountain  and  Lake  Superior  iron-ores,  by  the  use  of  block-coal 
as  a  fuel,  commands  from  two  to  three  dollars  more  per  ton  at 
the  furnace  than  the  same  grade  of  pig-iron,  made  in  Ken- 
tucky and  Ohio,  will  command  in  Indianapolis. 

The  average  quantity  of  block-coal  used  per  ton  of  iron, 
during  one  week,  in  September,  1869,  was  4,042  lbs,  per  ton, 
of  2,268  lbs.,  the  selling  weight  of  pig-iron  ;  and  the  product  of  a 
furnace,  191^  tons  per  week.  In  the  report  for  1870,  Dr.  Cox 
reports  that  a  ton  of  pig-iron  is  made  with  two  tons  of  block- 
coal.  With  improvements  in  the  furnaces,  it  is  believed  a 
better  result  can  be  obtained. 

The  State  geological  survey  has  not  progressed  sufGciently 
to  give  us  mucli  information  of  the  precise  extent  of  the  Indiana 
coal-field,  or  as  to  its  structure.  It  evidently  covers  at  least 
two  counties  in  width,  on  the  central  and  western  border  of  the 
State.  Of  these,  Warren,  ^Fountain,  Vermilion,  Park,  Vigo, 
Clay,  Owen,  and  Greene  Counties,  have  been  hastily  examined ; 
Clay,  Greene,  and  Vermilion,  only  having  been  actually  sur- 
veyed. That  portion  of  the  basin  to  the  southward  and  west 
of  those  two  counties  remains  to  be  examined. 

Greene  County  has  three-fourths  of  its  surface  imderlaid 
with  the  millstone  grit.  All  the  coal-beds  east  of  White  River, 
and  over  a  considerable  strip  west  of  it,  are  either  sub-conglom- 
erate or  in  the  conglomerate.  For  the  most  part,  these  coals 
are  of  the  "splint"  or  "block"  variety,  and,  though  generally 
in  thin  seams,  are  nevertheless  of  good  workable  thickness  at 
some  localities,  and  will  answer  in  a  raw  state  for  smelting 
iron.  Coals  A  and  B  are  found  of  a  thickness  of  from  one  to 
two  feet,  and,  in  rare  instances,  three  feet  thick. 

As  the  coal-measures  dip  to  the  west,  of  course  they  bring 
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in  the  upper  beds,  and  some  townships  in  the  western  part  of 
the  county  ai-e  underlaid  by  coal-bed  L.  There  are  360  square 
miles  of  Greene  County  underlaid  with  coal,  of  which  about 
150  square  miles  is  "block-coal"  of  as  good  quality  as  in  Clay 
County.  While  there  is  a  great  development  of  the  coal  of  the 
latter  county,  there  is  very  little  mining,  as  yet,  done  in  Greene 
County. 

North  of  Greene,  and  east  of  Clay,  is  Owen  County,  where 
there  is  block-coal  SJ-  to  5  feet  thick,  of  good  quality.  Parke 
County,  which  is  north  of  Clay,  has  a  belt  of  from  two  to  six 
miles  in  width,  east  and  west,  and  extending  north  and  south 
through  the  county,  from  Clay  to  Fotmtain  County,  containing 
from  one  to  three  beds  of  block-coal.  It  is  broken  into  irregular 
basins  by  the  conglomerate  which  crosses  the  belt.  In  the  west- 
ern part  of  this  county,  also,  the  southwesterly  dip  of  the  coal- 
strata  brings  in  the  higher  beds  which,  in  this  county,  belong  to 
the  bituminous  coking  variety  of  coal,  and  not  suited  for  blast- 
furnaces. 

The  belt  of  block-coal  continues  north  from  Parke  County, 
through  the  central  portion  of  Fountain  County,  where  it  seems 
to  terminate  on  Shawnee  Creek,  the  seams  being  from  one  and 
a  half  to  two  feet  thick. 

Warren  Comity,  adjoining  the  Illinois  line,  is  the  most 
northern  county  containing  coal,  and  here  the  outcrop  hne, 
on  the  northern  border  of  the  field,  enters  the  State  from  Bli- 
nois,  the  line  running  four  milea  north  of  Williamsport,  the 
county-seat. 

In  Vermilion  County,  south  of  Warren,  block-coal  is  also 
reported  by  Prof.  Cox,  covering  a  considerable  area,  a  part  of 
the  mammoth  seam,  L,  here  assiuning  this  character.  The  total 
thickness  of  the  seam  ranges  from  live  to  seven  feet,  separated 
into  two  or  more  seams  by  thin  partings  of  shale,  or  fire-clay. 
The  lower  part  of  the  bed,  from  30  to  36  inches,  is  good  block- 
coal,  and  the  upper  part,  above  the  clay  parting,  is  coking- 
coal. 

The  somewhat  broken  and  irregular  character  of  the  block- 
coal  deposits  of  Indiana  should  create  no  feeling  of  disappoint- 
ment, as  this  feature  is  universal  in  other  regions  producing  the 
same  variety   of  coal,   some   of  which,   notwittistanding,  are 
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among  the  most  productive  of  all  the  bituminous  coal-regiona, 
and  have  yielded  very  handsome  profits.  The  Youngstown 
(Ohio)  and  Sharpsburg  (Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania)  regions 
have  a  trade  from  Erie  and  Cleveland,  which,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  coal  business  of  the  "West,  may  be  called  immense, 
besides  a  large  consumption,  by  blast-furnaces  and  rolHng-miils 
in  the  interior,  of  this  block-coal,  from  small,  detached  pocket- 
beds.  Like  those  of  Indiana,  they  are  situated  around  the 
border  of  the  larger  coal-field,  and,  for  aught  we  know,  they 
may  extend  also  under  the  higher  coal-seams.  The  bottom  was 
irregular,  and  the  vegetable  matter  composing  the  coal  was 
deposited  in  these  little  basins  just  as  they  happened  to  be  ready 
to  receive  it. 

The  deeeriptions  by  Dr.  Newberry,  already  given,  of  the 
Mahoning  Yalley,  or  Toungstown  region,  will  be  recalled  to 
the  mind  of  the  reader  by  Dr.  Cox's  descriptions  of  those  of 
ibidiana,  of  which  the  foregoing  is  a  brief  and  general  sum- 
mary. 

A  portion  of  the  coal-field  of  Indiana,  sonth  of  that  above 
described,  was  afterward  examined  by  Colonel  J.  W.  Foster, 
of  Chicago,  an  eminent  geologist,  and  the  following  passages 
are  extracts 'from  hia  reports  on  the  geology  of  the  district  in 
its  economical  aspect.  His  notices  of  the  seams  of  the  ordinary 
bitnminous  coal  are  omitted : 

"  A  portion  of  the  eastern  margin  of  the  Indiana  coal-field  is 
known  to  contain  a  body  of  'splint'  or  'block'  coal,  which, 
while  affording  an  admu-able  article  of  fuel  for  steam  and  do- 
mestic purposes,  at  the  same  time  affords  a  fuel  which  will  re- 
duce iron  in  the  hot  blast-furnace  without  the  preliminary 
process  of  coking.  The  result  has  been  that,  within  a  few  years, 
numerous  lines  of  railway  communication  have  been  opened, 
and  others  projected,  to  bring  these  coals  in  contact  with  the 
iron-ores,  and  numerous  furnaces  have  sprung  up  along  the 
line  of  their  outcrop. 

"  It  was  confidently  asserted  up  to  the  time  of  the  publica- 
tion of  Prof.  Cox's  Report  (1870),  that  these  peculiar  coals  were 
restricted  to  a  field  of  no  great  area  in  the  vicinity  of  "Brazil, 
but  he  showed  that  they  ranged  almost  uninterruptedly  north- 
ward to  near  the  northern  part  of  Fountain  County,  undimin- 
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iebcd  in  force,  and  probably  ia  undiminished  purity.  During 
the  past  season  I  have  had  the  opportunity  not  only  of  verifying 
the  accuracy  of  Prof.  Cox's  generalizations  as  to  their  north- 
ward range,  but  I  have  traced  them,  almost  uninterruptedly,  to 
the  Ohio  Kiver,  the  distance  of  the.  outcrop  being  not  less  than 
150  miles ;  and,  if  I  were  called  upon  to  designate  what  portion 
of  the  field  I  regarded  as  typical  of  the  highest  quality  of  splint- 
eoal,  I  should  unhesitatingly  point  to  the  region  of  the  Ohio 
River ;  and  yet  these  coals  have  been  mined  for  years,  to  supply 
neighborhood  purposes,  without  their  peculiar  qualities  having 
been  recognized.  About  15  miles  from  the  Ohio  Kiver,  we 
meet  with  the  best  coal  thus  far  developed  in  the  Indiana  series, 
whether  for  iron-smelting,  the  Southern  market,  or  ocean  steam- 
navigation. 

"  At  Staab's  (S.  8,  T.  4,  E.  4),  we  have  this  seam  exposed 
in  all  its  perfection.  It  is  three  feet  three  inches  in  thietness, 
overlaid  by  a  roof  of  dark,  sandy  shale,  and  underlaid  by  a  white 
fire-clay.  The  seam  is  cut  by  two  systems  of  joints  at  nearly 
right  .angles,  which  separate  the  mass  into  great  quadrangular 
blocks,  often  three  feet  long,  and  18  inches  broad.  So  thorough 
is  this  separation  that,  when  the  base  of  the  seam  is  undermined, 
these  blocks  may  readily  be  pried  out.  This  arrangement  greatly 
facilitates  the  labor  of  the  miner,  who  can  readily  take  down 
four  tons  a  day,  with  little  broken  or  slack  coal.  A  room  in 
such  a  coal-seam  presents  a  succession  of  entering  and  reenter- 
ing angles,  or,  as  the  miners  express  it,  '  it  is  like  a  Virginia 
fence.' 

"  Another  feature  with  regard  to  this  coal  is  its  great  purity. 
Ton  may  inspect  tons  of  it  without  finding  any  interlineated 
sulphur,  and  it  is  only  rarely  that  a  brassy  film  ia  to  be  seen 
along  the  joints.  If  you  examine  the  ashes  left  by  a  burning 
mass,  they  are  as  white  and  flocculent  as  those  of  hickory.  It 
has,  too,  a  resinous  lustre,  with  blotches  of  cannel-like  appear- 
ance, which  we  see  in  the  best  varieties  of  Brier  Hill.  Contain- 
ing no  impurities  which  are  readily  acted  upon,  it  will  bear  stock- 
ing for  an  entire  season  without  loss. 

"Asameansof  comparison,!  submit  the  assay  of  two  famous 
English  iron-making  coals,  and  that  of  selected  specimens  of 
Brier  HiU  and  Massillon : 
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PLAOB. 

Fixed  Car- 

bOD. 

as 

W.^. 

Ash. 

Cbsmlst 

SIM 
62.81 
fl8.23 

38.80 
S8.1S 
32.58 
32.38 
30.84 

3,60 
6.'JB 
8.91 
1.86 

4.20 

3!l8 
2.44 

Worsboro,  Yorkshire,  England... 
Brier  HUl  and  K«el  Ridge,  Oliio. . 
Chippewa,  MBasillon,  Ohio 

Mashet 

Wonaley. 

Wormley. 

"  From  these  assays  it  would  appear  that  a  furnace-eoal,  to 
have  BufBcient  reducing  power,  and  at  the  same  time  all  the 
softness  and  combustibility  of  wood,  should  have  from  58  per 
cent,  to  62  per  cent,  of  fixed  carbon,  with  little  hygrometrie 
moisture,  and  few  impurities.  There  should  be,  too,  such  a 
physical  structure  as  to  prevent  the  bitumen  from  running  to- 
gether in  the  process  of  combustion,  and  cementing  the  mass. 
With  these  coals  a  greater  quantity  of  iron,  in  proportion  to 
the  fixed  carbon,  is  produced  than  with  anthracite  ;  the  quality 
of  the  iron  is  better,  and  the  wear  upon  the  furnace  is  much 
less  destructive. 

"  We  have  before  remarked  that  the  peculiar  properties  of 
the  iron-making  coals  are  dependent,  not  so  much  on  the  chemical 
composition  aa  the.physical  structure,  by  which  they  are  enabled 
to  maintain  their  form  in  burning. 

"  These  peculiar  coals,  to  which  the  term  'block'  has  been 
apphed,  occur  near  the  base  of  the  coal-measures,  and  can  be 
traced,  with  occasional  interruptions,  all  the  way  from  the 
middle  line  of  Fountain  County,  about  100  miles  south  of  Lake 
Alichigan,  to  the  Ohio  River,  a  distance  of  more  than  150  miles, 
entirely  within  the  State  of  Indiana.  The  conglomerate,  for 
the  most  part  a  heavy-bedded  sandstone,  which  rests  at  the  base 
of  the  coal-field,  crops  out  in  bold  ledges,  and  gives  to  the 
country  a  broken  contour.  Hence,  in  the  projecting  of  the 
older  railroads,  this  region  was  shunned,  inasmuch  as  deep  cuts 
and  fills,  as  well  as  high  grades  and  abrupt  curves,  were  re- 
quired. The  projectors  were  ignorant  of  the  inestimable  wealth 
stored  beneath  the  surface.  In  1867,  the  first  furnace  was 
erected,  and,  soon  after,  the  erection  of  six  others  followed. 
The  success  of  these  furnaces  and  the  wide-spread  demand  for 
these  coals  as  a  domestic  fuel  led  to  the  organization  of  new 
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lines  of  railway,  some  ot  which  have  iaeen  completed,  while 
others  are  now  in  the  process  of  construction. 

"  Before  the  lapse  of  tea  years,  the  mining  of  these  iron- 
smelting  coals,  instead  of  being  restricted  to  a  single  district  as 
at  present,  will  be  spread  over  a  zone  of  150  miles  in  extent ; 
and  it  requires  no  prophetic  vision  to  predict  that,  before  the 
lapse  of  half  a  centnry,  Indiana  will  rival  Pennsylvania  in  the 
amount  of  her  mineral  products,  owing  to  the  physical  and 
chemical  properties  of  the  block-coals,  and  their  adaptation  to 
the  manufacture  of  the  higher  grades  of  bar-iron  and  Bessemer 
steel. 

"  The  physical  characters  of  the  coal  are  these  :  There  are  two 
systems  of  joints,  traversing  the  seam  perpendicularly,  which 
cut  the  whole  mass  into  quadrangular  blocks  two  or  three  feet 
long,  and  a  foot  or  more  broad,  and  the  miner,  availing  himself 
of  these  natural  divisions,  after  having  undermined  tlie  baae,  is 
enabled  to  pry  out  the  blocks  without  a  lesort  to  gunpowder. 
He  can  easily  take  down  three  tons  a  day.  These  joints  ap- 
pear to  have  been  formed  after  the  materials  entering  into  the 
structure  of  the  coal  were  deposited,  and  are  due  to  a  force 
acting  independently  of  that  of  consolidation.  "Where  a  con- 
siderable area  is  laid  bare  by  stripping  the- surface,  the  seam 
resembles  a  tesselated  pavement.  Viewed  in  section,  the  ap- 
pearance is  as  though  block  upon  block,  each  of  uniform  size, 
had  been  piled  up  by  the  hands  of  man,  and  the  drifts  have  a 
zigzag  appearance.  The  sides  of  the  blocks  are  smooth,  of  a 
dull-bluish  color,  and  are  often  stained  white  with  fire-clay, 
but,  if  cleft  longitudinally,  there  is  seen  a  mass  of  mineral  char- 
coal, so  slightly  cemented  with  bitumen  that  it  readily  cracks 
on  handling.  The  blocks  are  splintery  on  cross-fracture,  but 
longitudiually  they  come  out  in  thin  flat  sheets  like  roofing- 
slate. 

"  This  coal  when  thrown  on  a  fire  at  once  ignites  with  a 
crackling  sound,  and  bums  with  a  bright-yellow  flame,  giving 
off  little  fuliginous  matter.  It  is  non-caking,  or,  in  other  words, 
does  not  run  together,  thus  affording  free  air-passages.  It  la 
so  far  free  from  sulphur  that  it  leaves  behind  a  white  or  gray 
flocculent  ash,  and,  subjected  to  the  strongest  draughts,  it  gives 
no  clinker.     Hence,  it  is  an  admirable  coal  for  locomotives,  by 
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reason  of  its  rapid  combustion,  its  freedom  from  clinker,  and  its 
disposition  not  to  form  a  hollow  arch,  wliicii  in  the  fatty  coala 
must  from  time  to  time  be  broken  up  to  aiford  free  air-p 
These  quaJities,  too,  insure  the  integrity  of  tlie  j 
■wherever  burned.  It  is  suf&ciently  firm  to  hold  tip  the  burden 
of  a  furnace,  and  the  only  inconvenience  experienced  is  in  the 
amount  of  '  dust,'  or  fine  particles  of  mineral  charcoal,  which 
are  nearly  incombustible.  Tliis  inconvenience  appertains  to 
the  coals  at  present  used  in  the  blast-furnace,  but  it  would  be 
absent  in  the  more  compressed  coals  before  referred  to. 

"  From  careful  assays  it  is  ascertained  that  this  coal  gives 
from  51  to  62  per  cent,  of  fixed  carbon,  a  small  amount  of 
hygrometric  moisture,  and  a  small  amount  of  ash,  whose  whitish 
and  flocculent  character  would  indicate  the  comparative  absence 
of  the  bi-sulphnret  of  iron. 

"  The  Pittsburg  coals  differ  very  slightly  in  composition 
from  the  block-coals  of  Indiana,  and  yet  we  know  that  they 
behave  altogether  differently  in  combustion.  The  latter  will 
make  iron  in  a  crude  state,  while  the  former  require  that  the 
volatile  materials  be  expelled,  and  the  product  used  in  the  form 
of  coke.  This  difference  probably  results  from  the  mechanical 
texture  of  the  coals.  In  the  case  of  the  block-coals  there  are 
thin  partitions  of  a  cannel-Iike  nature,  which  prevent  the  cells 
filled  with  bitumen  from  coalescing  and  rendering  tumid  the 
whole  mass. 

"  These  block-coals,  we  know  from  experience,  when  tested 
in  a  blast-furnace,  have  all  the  qualities  of  cliarcoal,  combined 
with  a  greater  reducing  power.  Two  and  one-half  tons  of  coal 
are  required  to  make  a  ton  of  iron.  They  are  not  quite  as 
strong  in  fixed  carbon  as  the  Mahoning  and  Shenango  coals, 
where  two  tons  only  are  required,  but  they  produce  a  more 
highly-esteemed  pig^metal.  "What  Mushet  said  in  his  great 
work  on  iron,  in  reference  to  a  certain  Welsh  coal,  is  applicable 
in  every  respect  to  the  block-coal  of  Indiana : 

"  '  To  the  purity  of  splint  coal  it  unites  all  the  softness  and 
combustibility  of  wood,  and  the  effects  produced  by  it  in  the 
b]as^filmace,  either  as  to  the  quality  or  quantity  of  iron, 
far  exceed  every  thing  in  the  manufneture  of  that  metal  with 
cliarcoal.' " 
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It  has  been  said,  when  we  analyze  mineral  waters,  we 
dissect  a  corpse.  So  also  from  the  analysis  of  coal  we  can 
learn  much,  but  not  every  thing.  We  find  in  it  carbon  and 
hydrogen,  its  useful  constituents,  with  other  volatile  siihstances 
and  ashes,  but  bow  are  these  elements  combined  ?  Aualysis 
shows  us  the  materials  of  which  the  coal  is  composed,  but  not 
how  they  are  put  togetlier.  But  besides  the  chemical  com- 
position and  the  indefinable  combinations,  and  possibly  un- 
known substances,  which  chemistry  has  not  yet  been  able  to 
detect  or  describe,  the  mechanical  stmcture  of  coal  is  of  the 
greatest  importance.  Much  of  its  value  for  some  purposes,  and 
its  heating  power  and  intensity,  depend  on  this.  Unexpected 
good  or  had  results  are  sometimes  produced  from  the  use  of 
coal,  and  therefore  the  best  proof  of  its  value  for  a  given  pur- 
pose is  a  practical  test  by  the  use  of  a  considerable  quantity. 
The  work  of  the  chemist,  however,  although  it  does  not  teach 
every  thing,  is  of  the  greatest  value,  and  men  calling  them- 
selves "  practical,"  and  affecting  to  despise  science,  give  the 
best  evidence  of  ignorance  and  folly.  The  most  scientific  are 
the  most  practical  men,  for  strength  or  force  must  be  guided  by 
sight. 

"There  are  some  disadvantages  in  working  the  hlock-coa!. 
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The  coal-seams  are  thin,  three  and  a  half  feet  being  about  the 
average  thickness  of  the  Indiana  hloek-eoal.  The  seams  are 
also  more  unstable  than  other  conls,  there  being  more  faults, 
horsebacks,  rolls,  and  troubles  of  all  sorts,  than  are  found  else- 
where. The  coal-beds  unexpectedly  thin  out  to  an  unworkable 
size,  and  there  is  no  means  of  knowing  whether  the  difficulty  is 
temporary  or  permanent.  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  an  ad- 
vantage in  mining,  in  the  comparatively  slight  amount  of  work 
rec[iiired  to  wedge  down  a  large  quantity  of  coal,  after  it  haa 
been  undermined,  on  account  of  the  natural  partings  which 
separate  it  into  the  square  blocks  from  which  the  name  is 
derived.  The  vertical  sutures  of  this  coal,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
same  kind  in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  are  filled  by  clayey 
washings  from  the  superincumbent  strata,  giving  the  coal  a 
bluish,  dirty  look.  This  does  not  interfere  with  its  burning 
qualities  at  all.  Even  for  iron-making  the  "  clay-marked"  coal 
is  often  preferred,  from  having  less  sulphur  than  the  darker, 
harder,  and  handsomer  coal,  that  sells  better  for  domestic  ^ur- 
Tpo&CB."—{Migineenng  and  Mining  Journal.) 

There  is  a  general  similarity  in  several  respects  among  all 
the  various  regions  which  produce  this  peculiar  variety  of 
"  block-coal,"  namely,  that  district  near  the  western  line  of 
Pennsylvania,  near  Sharpsburg,  in  Mercer  County;  that  near 
Toungstown,  Ohio;  this  Clay  County  (Indiana)  region,  and  the 
Big  Muddy  district,  in  Jackson  County,  in  Southwestern  Il- 
linois. The  resemblance  or  peculiarities  of  these  consist — 1, 
In  their  all  lying  in  a  northeast  and  southwest  course  from  each 
other,  thus  fulfilling  the  general  law  of  the  northwest  gradation 
in  the  various  kinds  of  coal,  showing  that  this  law  extends  be- 
yond the  Alleghany  coal-field,  where  its  presence  was  first 
pointed  out  by  H.  D.  Kogers  ;  3.  All  these  block -coal  regions 
lie  on  the  borders  of  the  large  fields  of  coal,  those  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Ohio  on  the  northwest  border  of  the  Alleghany,  the 
Indiana  on  the  east  side,  and  the  Big  Muddy  on  the  southwest 
border  of  the  Blinois  coal-field ;  3.  They  are  all  in  rather  small, 
detached,  bowl-like  basins,  all  subject  to  "horsebacks"  and 
other  similar, characteristics  as  to  their  seams  ;  i.  Their  seams 
are  all  about  the  same  thickness,  and  are  all  low  down  in  the 
series,  although  not  identical ;  5.  The  analysis,  the  mechanical 
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fitructure,  general  appearance,  and  useful  qualities  of  the  coal 
are  the  same.  It  is  well  to  place  facta  of  this  kind  side  by  side, 
but  it  becomes  us  to  be  cautious  and  not  too  hasty  in  declaring 
universal  laws,  which  later  discoveries  may  at  any  moment 
overthrow. 

"  The  western  zone  of  coals  in  Indiana  comprises  by  far  the 
greatest  area  of  measures,  being  somewhat  over  6,000  square 
miles,  and  contains  three  or  more  very  thick  beds  of  coal, 
besides  a  number  that  are  too  thin  for  working.  Its  eastern 
boundaiy,  which  is  formed  by  the  zone  of  block-coal,  is  ir- 
regular in  outline,  and,  with  onr  present  knowledge  of  the 
geology  of  the  country,  it  cannot  be  well  defined.  It  is  evident, 
however,  that  the  block  coal-beds,  as  we  go  west,  are  changed 
in  character,  and  pass  into  caking-coal.  The  lower  members 
thin  out,  and  are  no  longer  of  workable  thickness,  even  iaefore 
reaching  the  "Wabash  liiver.  Of  this  we  have  abundant  proof 
by  the  three  deep  bores  made  at  Terre  Haute. 

"  This  thinning  out  of  the  coal-seams  as  we  go  west  toward 
the  centre  of  the  basin  is  a  remarkable  feature.  A  few  miles 
west  of  the  Indiana  line,  in  Clark  County,  Illinois,  boree  have 
been  made  in  searching  for  petroleum,  to  the  depth  of  800  feet, 
without  passing  a  single  workable  seam  of  coal,  and  the  two  or 
three  thin  seams  reported  in  some  of  these  bores  are  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  measures. 

"  Judged  by  the  dip  of  the  coal,  on  both  sides  of  the  river, 
the  Wabash  runs  on  a  slight  anticlinal  axis,  and  Dr.  Cox  believea 
this  to  be  the  case  from  Attica,  in  Fountain  County,  to  its  mouth 
in  Posey  County,  and  that  along  its  course  it  cuts  through  the 
same  strata  of  rocks,  from  the  bluff  at  Merom  to  its  confluence 
with  the  Ohio  Eiver. 

"Near  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  zone  of  caking-eoals  in 
Indiana,  we  iind  coals  K  and  L,  and  sometimes  N,  of  good 
workable  thickness,  averaging  from  foiir  to  eight  feet,  and  in 
one  locality,  in  Pike  County,  there  is  abed,  not  yet  studied,  but 
thought  to  be  K,  that  attains  to  the  thickness  of  10  feet  or 
more.  Taken  altogether,  the  maximum  thickness  of  these  beds 
may  be  estimated  at  20  feet,  and  will  yield  an  average,  over  the 
greater  part  of  the  district,  of  10  feet  of  coal.  At  some  localities 
the  caliing-eoal  is  of  inferior  quality,  and  largely  contaminated 
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with  pyrites,  which  is  eo  generally  disBeminated  through  the 
seam  that  it  is  impracticable,  in  mining,  to  separate  it  from  the 
eoals.  In  many  of  the  counties,  however,  witliin  this  zone,  the 
caking-coalB  will  compare  very  favorably  with  the  caking-coals 
of  the  Pittsburg  district. 

"  Ooal  K,  at  Washington,  in  Daviess  County,  is  a  bright, 
rich-looking  coal,  quite  free  from  sulphur,  is  extensively  mined, 
and  meets  with  a  ready  market  at  St.  Louis,  and  all  the  towns 
along  the  Ohio  &  Mississippi  Railroad.  This  coal  is  used  by 
the  gas  companies  at  St.  Louis  and  Viueennes,  and,  both  as  to 
yield  and  illuminating  quality  of  the  gas  produced,  it  holds  an 
average  rank  with  the  gas-coals  that  have  been  tried  at  these 
places.  Its  specific  gravity  is  1.294 ;  a  cubic  foot  weighs  80.87 
Iba.;  by  analysis  it  yields :  fixed  carbon,  60.00,  ash,  4.50,  volatile 
matter,  35.50.  The  coke  is  bright,  porous,  and  shghtly  lami- 
nated. The  percentage  of  coke  in  the  caking-coals  of  Indiana 
ranges  from  52.00  to  64.50,  and  the  ash  from  0.50  to  7.00  per 
cent. 

"  In  Perry,  Spencer,  Warrick,  Yanderbnrg,  Gibson,  Pilie, 
Daviess,  Sullivan,  Genesee,  Clay,  Vigo,  Parke,  Termilion, 
and  Fountain  Counties,  tliere  are  seams  of  rich-looking  and 
pure  caking-coal  which  have  for  the  most  part  been  but  recently 
developed  by  the  survey,  and  I  feel  assured  in  saying  that  they 
will  prove  to  be  good  gas-coals  when  subjected  to  a  practical 
test  on  a  large  scale.  The  chemical  analysis  of  a  coal  is  not 
always  a  safe  guide  for  determining  its  value  for  gas-purposes. 

"  From,  her  geographical  position,  and  more  especially  on 
account  of  the  extent  and  value  of  her  coal-beds,  and  the  pecul- 
iar adaptation  of  this  coal  to  the  metallurgy  of  iron  and  steel, 
which  now  forms  one  of  tlie  leading  industries  of  the  world,  we 
can  safely  predict  for  Indiana  a  bright  future  as  a  manufacturing 
State.  The  commerce  of  the  new  far  West,  which  is  increasing 
with  a  rapidity  unprecedented  in  the  growth  of  empires,  will 
just  as  naturally  look  to  Indiana  for  its  supply  of  iron  and  steel, 
with  which  to  keep  up  the  system  of  railroads  traversing  the 
great  pLains  to  the  Paeifle  Ocean,  as  the  old  West  formerly 
looked  to  Pennsylvania.  In  Indiana,  we  find  the  last  great 
belt  of  timber  suited  for  manufacturing  purposes,  and  after 
crossing  her  borders,  from  thence  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  no  coal 
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has  yet  been  found  that  can  Buccessfully  be  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  iron," — {Cox's  Report,  18T0.) 

The  United  States  census  of  1870  reports  the  production  of 
coal  in  Indiana,  in  the  preceding  year,  at  437,870  tons,  of  which 
236,642  tons  were  from  Clay  County,  and  64,338  from  Daviesa 
County.  On  taking  a  general  survey  of  the  Indiana  coal-field, 
after  the  following  account  of  the  large  portion  of  the  same  de- 
posit in  Illinois,  the  reader  will  probably  he  agreeably  surprised 
to  find  this  State  provided  along  its  western  border  with  so  ad- 
mirable a  coal-region.  Its  great  advantage  'consists  in  the  good 
quality  of  its  coal,  especially  the  "  bloek-eoal,"  of  which  such  fre- 
quent mention  has  been  made.  Although  the  diaracter  of  these 
seams  is  less  persistent  than  some  others,  yet  the  quantity  of 
this  description,  of  coal  is  evidently  quite  large.  Besides  this, 
there  is  in  Indiana  a  very  large  quantity  of  the  more  common 
variety  of  bituminous  caldng-eoal,  particularly  coal  L,  the  mam- 
moth aeam,  seven  feet  thick,  "When  all  the  coal-seams  are  fully 
developed,  there  are  eleven  of  them,  of  which  five  are  more  than 
three  feet  thick.  The  first  from  the  surface  is  four  feet;  the 
third,  seven  feet ;  the  fourth,  which  is  the  most  valuable,  the 
main  block-coal,  is  four  feet  four  inches ;  and  another  block- 
coal  seam,  F,  is  three  feet  eight  inches.  The  lower  two  are  in 
the  millstone  grit.  As  respects  quality,  quantity,  and  accessi- 
bility of  its  coal,  Indiana  is  more  fortunate  than  any  of  the 
Western  States;  and  these,  according  to  the  treatise  on  the 
coal-trade  found  in  the  latter  part  of  this  volume,  are  the  three 
prime  requisites  of  a  valuable  coal-region. 
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It  is  remarkable  that  the  first  discovery  of  eoa!  in  America, 
of  which  there  is  any  aecotmt  in  any  printed  book,  was  made 
60  far  in  the  interior  as  Illinois,  by  Father  Hennepin,  in  1669, 
more  than  two  hundred  years  ago.  On  the  map,  illustrating 
his  journal,  published  in  1698,  he  points  out  a  "coal-mine"  on 
the  Illinois  River,  near  where  Ottawa  now  is,  and  in  his  journal 
he  says  there  are  "  mines  of  coal,"  referring  to  the  outcrop  ap- 
pearance of  coal  on  the  surface.  "  This,"  says  E.  0.  Taylor, 
"ia  the  earliest  notice  on  record  of  the  existence  of  coal  in 
America." 

The  coal-bearing  strata,  or  coal-measures,  comprise  a  larger 
area  of  coal-lands  than  can  be  found  within  the  boundaries  of 
any  other  State  in  the  Union.  The  carboniferous  system  of 
Illinois,  including  the  coal-measures,  the  conglomerate,  and  the 
lower  or  anb-carboniferous  limestones,  attains  a  maximum  thick- 
ness of  at  least  2,500  feet,  and  underlies  about  three-quartePB 
of  the  whole  area  of  the  State.  The  coal-measures  proper,  or 
coal-producing  rocks,  however,  included  in  the  above,  are  only 
about  500  feet  in  thickness.  There  ia  also  some  coal  found  in 
the  conglomerate  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  but  the 
conglomerate  coals  are  seldom  sufficiently  developed  to  make 
them  of  any  practical  value  except  to  supply  the  immediate 
neighborhood  where  they  occur.  The  following  vertical  section 
of  the  Illinois  rocks  is  given  in  the  State  Geological  Reports,' 
from  which  this  account  is  an  abstract : 

'  Geological  Survey  of  lllinoia,  A.  H.  Worthen,  Director.    4  vols.,  41o.    Pub- 
lished by  authority  of  the  State  of  Jlliaoia  :  186fl,  1868,  and  1870. 
D.  Whitner,  Leo  Leaquereui,  Henry  Engelmim,  H.  C.  Freeman,  II.  1 
Frank  H.  Bradley,  H.  A.  Green,  and,  in  Palseoctology,  J.  S.  Newberry. 
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jSoundaries  of  the  Illinois  Coal-Fidd. 
The  following  description  of  the  outcrop  line  of  the  Elinois 
coal-fleld  is  derived  from  the  geological  reports  of  the  counties, 
and  from  a  map  furnished  by  Prof.  "Worthen,  the  State  geolo- 
gist. Beginning  at  the  southeast  corner,  on  the  Ohio  River, 
in  the  northeast  corner  of  Hardin  County,  two  thin  coal-seams 
underlie  a  very  limited  area.  In  the  northwest  half  of  Pope 
County,  eub-conglomerate  coal  is  found,  and  the  same  is  con- 
tinued through  the  northern  part  of  Johnson  County,  There 
is  no  coal  in  Union  County.  A  line  drawn  through  Johnson 
County,  from  the  southeast  to  the  northwest  comer,  would  very 
nearly  define  the  western  boundary  of  the  coal-field  of  the  lower 
coal-measures.  The  conglomerate  extends  farther.  St.  Clair 
County  contains  the  very  productive  Belleville  region,  covering 
three-fourths  of  the  county.  The  outcrop  line  runs  from  near 
Tamaroa  to  a  point  two  miles  south  of  Centreville,  and  it 
crosses  the  Belleville  &  St.  Louis  Eailroad,  two  miles  west  of 
Centreville  ;  thence  it  follows  the  river-blufis  to  the  Madison 
County  line,  just  north  of  Caseyville ;  thence  the  line  runs 
northward,  including  nearly  the  whole  of  Madison  County, 
running  to  the  Mississippi  Kivcr,  above  Alton.  The  coal-bods 
underlie  the  eastern  portion  of  Jersey  County,  north  and  east 
of  t!ie  Jerseyville  &  Alton  Railroad.  Thin  seams  of  coal  are 
also  found  in  the  river-bluffs  of  Calhoun  County.     The  prin- 
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cjpal  deposits  of  coal  in  Greene  County  are  in  the  eastern  por- 
tion, covering  aTaont  one-third  of  its  area.  In  Pike  County, 
there  is  only  one  place  wliere  coal  over  two  feet  thicli  has  been 
discovered.  The  coal-meaeures  are  in  the  central  and  northern 
parts  of  the  county,  and  abont  60  feet  thick.  More  than  half 
of  Scott  County,  the  eastern  part,  is  covered  by  the  coal-meas- 
ures. The  ancient  valley  of  the  Illinois  River  and  its  alluvial 
bottoms  was  much  wider  than  at  present,  and,  lilce  the  Ohio,  it 
was  excavated  to  a  depth  of  more  than  100  feet.  In  Brown 
County,  the  eoal-measures  were  also  cut  away  by  denudation 
in  the  valley  of  the  Illinois  Eiver  and  other  streams,  and  are 
found  under  nearly  all  the  uplands  of  the  county. 

About  one-half  of  Adams  County  is  underlaid  by  the  eoal- 
measuree,  embracing  the  central  and  eastern  parts.  Hancock 
County  has  only  thin,  local  deposits  of  coal,  and  the  supply  is 
quite  limited  in  detached  outliers ;  but  Schuyler,  the  county 
'east  of  it,  has  the  greater  portion  of  its  surface  underlaid  with 
coal.  The  supply  of  coal  in  Henderson  County  is  quite  limited, 
there  being  only  one  thin  seam  in  one  or  two  sections,  but  the 
coal-measures  underlie  nearly  the  whole  of  Warren,  the  next 
county  east  of  Henderson.  Mercer  County  has  an  abundant 
but  unequally-distributed  supply  of  coal ;  also,  Hock  Island 
and  Henry  Counties.  Ejaox  County  is  wholly  underlaid  with 
coal,  there  being  but  three  townships  in  which  coal  is  not  now 
mined  ;  and  there  is  an  abundant  supply  also  in  Stark  County, 
and  mines  are  opened  at  Bnda,  in  Bureau  County.  Two-thirds 
of  La  Salle  County  are  underlaid  vrith  coal,  and  three-fourths 
of  Grundy,  but  only  two  townships  of  the  southwest  comer  of 
"Will  County,  coal  is  also  confined  to  the  extreme'  western 
portion  of  Kankakee,  and  the  outcrop  passes  into  Livingston 
County,  near  its  northeast  comer. 

Here  we  come  to  the  ancient  deep  river  or  ocean  channel, 
which  formerly  run  from  Lake  Michigan  across  the  Illinois  coal- 
field, and  probably  down  the  valley  of  the  Bliiiois  Kiver.  Pass- 
ing over  this,  it  is  supposed  that  coal  may  be  found  in  the 
southern  part  of  Iroquois  County,  but  of  this  nothing  is  yet 
known.  The  outcrop  line  here  passes  into  Warren  County, 
Indiana,  from  the  southem  part  of  Iroquois  County.  All  the 
lock-formations  of  Vermilion  County  are  of  the  coal-measures. 
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The  Danville  region  in  this  county  is  quite  productive,  the  coal- 
seam  being  aboat  six  feet  thick. 

Edgar  County,  farther  soutli,  also  all  helongs  to  the  coal- 
formation,  and  all  the  numerous  counties  emhraced  within  the 
houndariea  described  may  be  considered  as  underlaid  by  the 
eoal-measuree. 

In  a  letter  written  in  April,  1872,  Prof.  A.  H.  "Worthen, 
the  State  geologist,  gives  his  estimate  of  the  productive  coal- 
area  of  Illinois,  founded  on  the  most  reliable  data  obtained  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  geological  survey  of  the  State,  at  36,800 
square  miles.  The  boundaries  of  the  coal-field  are  shown  on 
the  annexed  map,  as  accurately  as  can  be  done  on  so  email  a 
scale.     It  is  all  a  prairie  country,  and  very  fertile. 

Having  thus  defined  the  approximate  boundaries  of  the 
great  coal-field  of  this  State,  it  will  be  proper  next  to  examine 
its  structure,  its  series  of  coal-seams,  give  a  general  view  of  its 
most  productive  districts,  and  to  conclude  with  an  account  of 
the  quality  and  quantity  of  coal  produced  in  Illinois. 

S^nioture. — The  phenomenon  of  denudation  which  is  so 
common  elsewhere,  and  by  which  the  upper  portions  of  the 
coal-fields  have  been  removed,  is  almost  reversed  in  Illinois, 
where  the  lower  coal-seams  are  restricted  to  the  central  and 
southern  parts  of  the  State,  while  the  upper  seams  only  extend 
to  the  northern  confines  of  the  coal-field,  and  are  mainly  to  he 
relied  on  in  that  part  of  the  State  for  a  supply  of  coal. 

This  remarkable  distribution  of  the  coal-measiu-es  in  this 
State  results  from  a  gradual  sinking  of  the  northern  end  of  the 
Illinois  coal-field  during  the  coal-era ;  the  southern  end  acting 
as  the  hinge,  from  which  cause,  each  succeeding  division  of  the 
coal-measures  had  awider  basin,  and  was  extended  in  a  northern 
direction  so  as  to  cover  a  larger  area  in  that  quarter  than  the 
one  which  had  preceded  it.  The  same  thing  is  observed  on  the 
map  of  the  Indiana  part  of  this  field.  It  also  seems  that,  on 
the  other  hand,  previous  to  the  formation  of  the  coal,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  Devonian  to  the  top  of  the  sub-carboniferous 
limestone,  this  northern  shore  of  the  Pliocene  ocean  was  grad- 
ually rising  above  the  water-level,  the  sonthern  end  sinking  or 
remaining  stationary,  so  that  the  northern  boundary  of  each 
Bucceeding  group  of  rocks  below  the  coal  is  farther  south  than 
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the  preceding  one,  rock-making  ceasing  in  the  north,  and  con- 
tinuing farther  south.  Hence,  tlie  coal-measures  are  found 
to  rest  on  eacli  of  the  lower  formations  from  the  St.  Peter's,  or 
Potsdam  sandstone  in  the  northern  part,  through  the  whole 
series  up  to  the  Chester  limestone  farther  south,  which  was  the 
true  base  of  the  coal-measures  when  all  the  series  is  complete. 
These  oseillationa  are  like  two  great  vibrations  of  the  pendulum 
of  eternity. 

Thus  it  happens  that,  while,  in  most  other  coal-regions,  the 
lower  coal-seams  extend  the  fertheat,  in  Llinois,  on  the  contrary, 
they  are  the  most  limited ;  and  the  upper  or  later-formed  scams 
extend  past  them  farther  north,  and  the  bottom  rocks  below 
the  coal  become  older  successively  as  you  proceed  northward. 

Thus,  at  the  Colchester  mines,  in  McDonough  County,  where 
a  supply  of  coal  is  produced  for  the  Qniney  market,  there  should, 
according  to  the  general  section,  be  at  least  one  or  two  beds 
below  that  which  is  here  quite  extensively  mined.  But  this 
is  not  the  case  ;  the  Colchester  coal  resting  on  the  conglomerate 
on  account  of  it  being  deposited  in  a  basin,  of  which  the  bottom 
slopes  upward  and  northward.  Hence,  it  is  not  the  lowest 
strata  which  abut  against  these  borders,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
some  of  the  highest  seams  extend  farther,  covering  the  margin 
of  the  lowest  beds. 

The  same  peculiar  disposition  has  been  remarked  along  the 
southern  margins  of  the  western  coal-field  of  Kentucky,  which 
is  the  southern  part  of  this  same  great  coal-region.  In  Christian 
County,  and  other  places  in  that  State,  the  fourth  coal  above 
the  conglomerate  abuts  against  the  older  formations,  and  the 
lowest  eoal  has  to  be  looked  for  farther  back  toward  the  centre 
of  the  basin. 

FmMs  and  Vj>heavala. — At  Cobden,  on  the  Illinois  Central 
Eailroad,  42  miles  above  Cairo,  a  mountain-ridge  is  observed, 
which  crosses  the  State  with  an  elevation  of  500  to  600  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  river  at  Cairo.  This  ridge  is  the  eastward 
extension  of  an  axis  of  elevation  which  brings  the  St.  Peter's 
sandstone  of  the  lower  Silurian,  above  the  surface,  at  Bailey's 
Landing  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver,  tilts  up  the 
Devonian  limestone  at  the  Bake  Oven  and  Bald  Bluif,  in  Jack- 
Bon  County,  on  the  Big  Middy,  on  the  Illinois  side,  at  an  angle 
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of  25°,  and  after  elevating  the  upper  portion  of  the  sub-carbon- 
iferous limestone  above  the  surface,  entirely  across  the  Bouthem 
portion  of  the  State,  finaUj  crosses  the  Ohio  in  the  vicinity 
of  Shawneetown,  in  Gallatin  County,  Illinoia ;  at  the  mouth  of 
Saline  Eiver,  it  passes  into  Union  County,  Kentucky,  Its  ex- 
tension eastward,  through  the  western  coal-field  of  Kentucky, 
is  described  in  the  account  of  that  region.  This  mountain- 
ridge,  running  nearly, east  and  west  across  the  southern  part  of 
the  State,  has  resulted  from  the  dislocation  and  upheaval  of  the 
strata  by  forces  acting  from  beneath,  as  is  proved  by  the  strata 
being  dislocated  and  tilted  at  a  high  angle  from  their  original 
horizontal  condition,  showing  the  efiect  of  upheaving  forces ; 
leaving  only  sub-conglomerato  coal  south  of  this  Shawnee  fault 
or  upheaval.  There  is  another  similar  axis  of  disturbance  or 
uplift,  affecting  the  coal-field  at  its  northern  end,  and  the  only 
one  traversing  the  whole  coal-field.  It  crosses  the  north  line 
of'the  State,  in  Stephenson  County,  and  intersects  Rock  Kiver 
at  Grand  Detour,  and  the  Illinois  Kiver,  at  Split  Kock,  be- 
tween La  Salle  and  Utiea.  Its  general  trend  is  from  north- 
northwest  to  south-southeast,  and  it  extends  southeastward 
from  La  Salle  across  the  State,  to  the  Wabash  Kiver,  in  Wabash 
County.  This  uplift  brings  the  St.  Peter's  sandstone  to  the 
surfeee  on  Kock  River,  and  tlie  lower  magnesian  limestone,  or 
lower  Silurian,  on'the  Illinois,  and  it  elevates  the  coal-measures 
to  the  snrfece  in  the  vicinity  of  La  Salle,  from  a  depth  of  from 
300  to  400  feet,  thus  showing  that  the  disturbance  took  place 
at  a  period  subsequent  to  the  deposition  of  the  coal-formation. 
The  synclinal  and  essential  axis  of  the  coal-basin  passes  from 
La  Salle  in  a  direct  line  to  Grrayville,  or  to  the  southeast  corner 
of  Wabash  County. 

The  absence  of  coal  in  some  other  localities  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  other  disturbances  to  be  mentioned.  There  is 
a  dislocation  of  the  strata,  and  a  downthrow  of  the  beds  on  the 
south  side  of  an  axis  in  Calhoun  County,  which  is  situated  be- 
tween the  Illinois  River,  near  its  mouth,  and  the  Mississippi. 
The  St.  Peter's  sandstone  appears  on  one  side  of  a  ravine,  and 
the  Burlington  limestone  on  the  other,  where  there  should  he  a 
thickness  of  more  than  1,000  feet  between  them.  This  axis 
crosses  the  Illinoia  five  or  six  miles  from  its  mouth,  into  Jersey 
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County,  and  again  crosses  the  Miaaissippi  by  the  eastern  bend, 
and  is  lost  in  the  river  valley,  in  Missouri.  There  is  hence, 
prohahly,  a  deep  indentation  in  the  coal-field,  extending  above 
the  mouth  of  the  IHinois  River. 

Below  St.  Louis,  we  find  another  jixia  near  the  south  line  of 
St.  Clair  County,  where  the  strata  have  been  dislocated,  leaving 
the  St.  Louie  limestone,  on  the  lower  side  of  the  axis,  inclining 
to  the  southwest  at  an  angle  of  about  20°.  The  trend  of  this 
axis  is  from  north,  20°  west,  to  south,  20°  east,  and  it  passes 
about  half  a  mile  east  of  the  town  of  Columbia,  in  Monroe 
County. 

At  Salt-Lick  Point,  in  Monroe  County,  is  another  disloca- 
tion, and  downthrow  of  the  strata. 

Below  the  axis,  in  Jackson  County,  first  mentioned,  forming 
the  Shawnee  fault,  there  is  another  in  Alexander  County,  the 
most  southern  county  of  the  State,  forming  the  Grand  Chain,  a 
dangerous  reef  of  rocks,  across  the  Mississippi  Elver.  But  this 
is  south  of  the  eoal-fleld. 

Prof,  A.  H.  Worthen  thinks  it  probable  that  none  of  these 
disturbances  date  back  to  a  period  anterior  to  the  carboniferous 
epoch  ;  as  he  finds,  in  general,  no  want  of  conformity  between 
the  uplifted  strata  and  any  of  the  upper  beds.  He  further  says, 
if  we  could  strip  off  from  the  surface  of  the  State  of  Blinois  the 
superficial  deposits  of  sand,  clay,  and  gravel,,  we  should  find  it 
intersected  by  broad  and  deep  valleys  cut  into  the  solid  rock  to 
a  depth  varying  from  100  to  300  feet,  and  afterward  filled  by 
the  superficial  material  called  drift.  Dr.  J,  "W".  Foster  says  these 
northwest  and  southeast  flexures  in  the  Illinois  coal-field  pro- 
ceed from  the  Bocky  Mountain  system  of  upheavals,  which  are 
proved  to  have  occurred  later  than  the  Triassie,  and  before  the 
Cretaceous  age,  as  the  former  are  upheaved,  and  the  latter  are 
undisturbed. 

Series  of  Coal-Seams. — According  to  the  third  volume  of 
the  State  Geological  Report  of  Illinois,  published  in  1868, 
which  corrects  the  errors  in  the  first  two  volumes,  caused  by 
following  the  erroneous  sections  in  the  West  Kentucky  survey, 
there  are  ten  seams  of  coal  in  a  vertical  thickness  of  about  600 
feet,  six  of  them  averaging  2^  to  six  feet  in  thickness,  while  the 
others  range  from  two  feet  down  to  a  few  inches.     They  are 
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immbcred  consecutively  from  the  base  of  the  section  upward, 
all  the  workable  coals  belong  to  the  lower  division  of  the 
measures,  and  are  enclosed  in  the  lower  300  feet  of  strata. 
There  is  no  coal  in  tlie  State,  seen  by  Prof.  "W^orthen,  more  than 
two  feet  in  thickness,  that  appears  to  belong  above  the  horizon 
of  coal  No.  6. 

Prom  the  following  description  it  appears  there  are  about 
500  feet  of  measures  above  the  conglomerate,  in  Illinois.  In 
the  southern  part  of  the  State,  where  that  formation  is  fully 
developed,  and  attains  a  thickness  of  200  to  300  feet,  some 
local  developments  of  thin  seams  of  coal,  from  two  to  three  feet 
thick,  occur  in  it,  which  are  sometimes  found  to  be  valuable 
where  the  higher  coals  are  not  accessible.  In  the  valley  of  the 
Illinois,  however,  the  conglomerate  seldom  exceeds  25  feet  in 
thickness,  and  is  frequently  wanting  altogether. 

These  various  seams  of  coal  are  separated  by  blue,  red, 
gray,  and  brown  shales,  thin  beds  of  limestone,  sandstone,  and 
sandy  shales,  separating  each  seam  of  coal  from  the  next  below, 
the  general  thickness  of  which  is  given  as  follows ;  From  the 
surface  25  feet  to  No.  10,  a  bituminous  shale  and  thin  coal, 
then  17  feet  to  No.  9  ;  23^  to  No.  8 ;  66  to  No.  7  ;  73f  to  No. 
6 — the  first  valuable  seam,  in  all  265  feet ;  then  40  feet  to  No. 
6,  the  most  important  seam  of  all ;  then  23  feet  to  No.  4 ; 
then  from  80  to  100  feet  to  No.  3  ;  then  75  feet  more  to  No. 
3,  and  30  feet  more  to  No.  1,  below  which  occurs  fire-clay 
resting  on  the  millstone  grit  or  the  lower  limestone,  making  in 
all  533  feet  of  measures  down  to  No.  1,  exclusive  of  the  coal- 
seams. 

Desori-ption,  of  the  C'oalrSeams. 

The  lower,  or  No.  1  seam,  ranges  from  two  to  three  feet 
in  thickness,  and  is  of  fair  quality.  In  the  northern  part 
of  the  State  it  is  of  more  uncertain  development  than  some  of 
the  higher  seams.  It  has  an  excellent  roof  of  hard  bituminous 
shale. 

iVo.  2  varies  in  thickness  from  two  to  five  feet,  and  the  coal 
is  of  excellent  quality.  It  is  the  lower  seam  at  Murphysboro', 
the  Colchester  coal,  in  McDonough  County,  the  Morris  coal  of 
Grundy  County,  the  lowest  seam   at  La  SaUe,  the  Braceville 
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coal,  the  lowest  coal  at  the  Pontiae  shaft,  the  Neelysville  coal, 
and  the  lower  seam  at  Carbondale.  It  has  a  roof  of  claj-shale, 
and  at  some  localities,  as  at  Neel^sville,  a  few  inches  of  coal  has 
to  be  left  to  strengthen  the  roof. 

No.  3  is  from  three  to  four  feet  thick,  and  is  somewhat 
local  in  its  development,  but  it  lias  been  identified  in  two  or 
three  localities  in  Schuyler  County, 

No.  4  is  a  local  coal,  that  has  only  been  identified  at  Cuba, 
in  Fulton  County,  and  is  4^-  feet  thick. 

No.  5  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  coals  in  the  series,  and  is 
almost  universally  developed  wherever  the  proper  horizon  has 
been  examined.  It  produces  coal  of  an  exdellent  quality,  and 
at  some  localities,  as  at  Howlet's,  in  Sangamon  County,  the 
coal  is  remarkably  free  from  sulphuret  of  iron,  and  from  experi- 
ments recently  made  it  seems  to  be  pure  enough  to  be  used  in 
the  raw  state  for  smelting  iron.  It  is  a  harder  and  heavier  coal 
than  that  from  the  seam  above  it,  and  appears  to  he  by  far  the 
most  valuable  coal  yet  discovered  in  this  portion  of  the  State. 
It  is  the  Howlet  coal  found  in  the  shaft  near  Springfield,  at  a 
depth  of  from  230  to  250  feet  below  the  surface  ;  the  Pleasant 
Plains  coal ;  the  Eushville  and  Pleasant  View  coal,  in  Schuyler 
County ;  the  lower  coal  in  the  shaft  at  Petersburg,  in  Menard 
County ;  the  lower  coal  at  the  old  Pittsburg  mines,  in  St,  Clair 
County  ;  the  lower  coal  at  Kingston,  and  on  the  Kiekapoo,  in 
Peoria  County ;  the  middle  coal  in  the  La  Salle  shaft,  three  to 
nine  feet  thick,  usually  six ;  the  lower  coal,  one  mile  west 
of  Brighton,  in  Jersey  County,  where  it  is  three  to  four  feet 
thick ;  and  probably  the  Da  Quoin  coal,  in  Perry  County. 

No,  6  is  the  highest  seam  in  the  Dlinois  section  that  attains 
an  average  thickness  of  more  than  two  feet  in  any  part  of 
Central  or  Northern  Illinois  hitherto  examined.  It  is  the  Belle- 
ville and  Caseyville  coals,  and  the  upper  seam  at  the  old  Pitts- 
burg mines,  in  St.  Clair  County;  the  Hodges  coal,  in  Ma- 
coupin County ;  the  upper  seam  one  mile  west  of  Brighton, 
in  Jersey  County ;  the  upper  coal  at  Kingston,  and  on  the 
Kiekapoo,  in  Peoria  County ;  the  upper  seam  at  Petersburg, 
and  the  three  feet  seam  in  Beard  &  Sanderson's  shaft,  near 
Springfield  ;  the  upper  coal  at  La  Salle,  and  the  Sparta  coal,  in 
Randolph  County  j  and  most  probably  the  coal  reached  in  the 
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shaft  at  Carlinsvillc,  ;it  tlie  depth  of  275  feet.  In  the  southern 
part  of  the  State  it  is  generally  from  six  to  seven  feet  in  thick- 
ness ;  in  Peoria,  Fulton,  and  La  Salle,  from  four  to  five  feet ; 
while  in  Sangamon  and  Menard  its  thickness  varies  from  a  few 
inches  to  three  feet :  the  coal  afforded  by  this  seam  is  generally 
eofter  and  lighter  than  that  from  No.  6;  and  the  seam  is  more 
uncertain  and  irregular  in  its  development,  and  consequently 
more  expensive  to  mine,  from  the  frequent  occurrence  of 
"horsebacks."  Prof,  Worthen  saya  he  has  never  seen  both 
these  coals,  Nos.  5  and  6,  developed  at  the  same  locality  to 
their  maximum  thickness ;  but,  where  one  attains  a  thieloiess 
of  six  or  seven  feet,  the  others  will  be  quite  thin,  or  perhaps  en- 
tirely wanting.  This  is  the  case  in  St.  Clair  County,  where 
No.  6  is  fully  developed,  and  No.  5  is  too  thin  to  be  worked 
profitably ;  while  in  Sangamon  and  Menard  Counties  the  lower 
seam  averages  about  six  feet  in  thickness,  while  the  upper 
varies  from  a  few  inches  to  three  feet.  In  Peoria  and  Fulton 
Counties  they  both  attain  a  workable  thickness  ranging  from 
four  to  five  feet,  but  do  not  reach  the  maximum  attained  at 
points  farther  south. 

Above  coal  No.  6,  we  find  a  series  of  sandstones  and  shales, 
alternating  with  thin  beds  of  limestone,  with  five  or  more  thin 
seams  of  coal  ranging  from  a  few  inclies  to  two  feet  in  thickness. 
These  upper  seams  have  not  been  found  thick  enough  in  North- 
em  Illinois  to  be  of  practical  value  in  the  production  of  coal. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  other  area  of  equal  extent  in  the 
United  States  where  coal  is  so  easily  obtained  with  a  moderate 
expenditure  of  capital  as  in  the  Illinois  coal-field.  This  results 
in  part  from  tlie  undisturbed  condition  of  the  strata,  and  from 
the  position  that  the  principal  seams  occupy  near  the  middle 
of  the  measures,  rendering  them  accessible  by  shafts  almost 
everywhere  in  the  central  portion  of  the  State,  at  a  depth 
ranging  from  200  to  400  feet.  The  dip  of  the  coal  from  the 
western  border  of  the  State  to  Springfield  is  to  the  eastward, 
about  seven  feet  to  the  mile.  On  the  eastern  border  of  the 
State  no  detailed  examinations  have  as  yet  been  made  ;  hut  it 
is  not  probable  tliat  the  western  dip  of  the  strata  wiU  be  found 
to  be  much  greater  than  that  in  the  opposite  direction.  Jlence, 
the  mining  engineer  will  be  able  to  estimate  with  considerable 
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accuracy  at  what  depth  coal  may  be  readied  at  any  point  in  the 
centre  of  the  coal-tield,  from  a  knowledge  of  the  surface-level 
and  the  general  dip  of  the  strata,  and  to  calculate  the  amount 
required  to  put  a  coal-mine  in  successful  operation  at  a  given 
point. 

ProdMcti/oe  Coal-Disf/nots. 

The  four  fine  volumes  now  issued,  of  tlie  Illinois  Geological 
Report,  contain  many  valuable  details  of  the  coal-formation  in 
various  counties  of  the  State,  as  developed  by  the  many  mines 
opened  and  shafts  sunk.  But,  as  it  is  here  proposed  to  give  a 
general  account  only,  these  particulars  cannot  be  given  in  full. 
The  more  productive  portions  of  this  great  coal-field,  however, 
require  a  further  notice ;  and  these  districts  are  found  where  the 
previous  description  of  the  structure  of  the  iield  would  lead  ns 
to  expect  them.  "We  will  first  enumerate  and  then  describe 
thena  ;  beginning  at  the  south,  and,  as  they  occur  in  going  north- 
ward, around  the  west  side. 

The  Shawnee  fault,  or  upheaval,  bringing  the  lower  coal- 
measures  containing  the  large  workable  seams  near  the  surface, 
makes  the  coal  accessible  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State. 
Nothing  better  need  be  asked  than  seams  of  good  coal  six  or 
seven  feet  thick,  accessible  by  shafts  from  50  to  75  feet  deep ; 
only  '76  miles  by  railroad,  from  the  junction  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  Kiver,  at  Cairo.  This  is  the  Du  Quoin  district,  in 
Perry  County. 

The  Big  Muddy  iron-smelting  bloek-eoal,  of  Jackson  County, 
would  be  valuable  anywhere  without  the  other  advantages 
which  it  possesses,  of  its  vicinity  to  the  Mississippi  Kiver, 
to  St.  Louis,  and  especially  to  the  great  iron-ore  deposits  of 
Missouri. 

The  third  productive  district  is  the  Belleville,  a  little  farther 
north,  with  only  from  eight  to  14  miles  of  railroad  tranq)orta- 
tion  to  St.  Louis,  with  a  seam  of  coal  generally  seven  feet  thick, 
with  an  excellent  roof,  good  facilities  for*mining,  and  the  city  of 
St.  Louis  to  supply.  Farthernorth  we  have  the  Quincy,  Spring- 
field, Danville,  La  Salle,  and  Wilmington  districts ;  the  last 
two  supplying  the  Chicago  market. 

The  conglomerate  or  millstone  grit,  in  Jackson  County,  in 
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Southwestern  IHinois,  consists  of  qiiartzose  sandstone  mostly, 
nearly  white,  but  sometimee  colored  by  fermginoua  matter,  and 
frequently  contains  rounded  pebbles  of  quarta-rock,  from  the 
size  of  a  pea  to  those  three  or  four  inches  in  diameter.  When 
ferruginous,  it  weathers  very  unevenly,  and  leaves  a  hard,  brown 
crust  upon  its  surface,  formed  of  sand,  cemented  by  the  brown 
oxide  of  iron.  Where  the  qnartz-pebbles  are  abundant,  the 
finer  materials  disintegrate  from  around  them,  on  the  exposed 
surface,  and  leave  them  projecting  from  the  perpendicular  walls 
of  sandstone  like  partly-embedded  cannon-balls.  Locally,  it 
passes  into  shales,  or  thin-bedded  limestones,  and  it  contains 
thin  beds  of  argillaceous  shales.  The  sandstones  are  sometimes 
soft,  and  decompose  readily  on  exposure,  and  such  outcrops 
form  towering  cliffs  and  bold  escarpments  in  agreeable  contrast 
to  the  usual  monotony  of  the  more  level  landscapes. 

The  thinning  out  of  the  Illinois  conglomerate  in  a  northern 
and  northeastern  direction  into  a  thin  plate  in  Indiana,  entirely 
free  from  pebbles,  would  seem  to  prove  a  southwestern  origin 
for  its  materials,  unlike  that  of  Pennsylvania,  which  thins  out 
from  southeast  to  northwest,  and  indicates  the  age  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati anticlinal  barrier  to  be  before  the  Carboniferous  period. 
The  conglomerate  sandstones,  at  the  base  of  the  true  coal-meas- 
ures, are  included  in  the  general  title  of  coal-measures  in  Illi- 
nois. In  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  south  of  Bandolph 
County,  they  are  200  to  300  feet  thick,  and  at  some  points 
contain  well-defined  coal-seams,  though  they  are  generally  local 
in  their  character.  This  sub-conglomerate  coal  recalls  to  our 
mind  that,  in  a  similar  position,  on  the  west  side  of  the  eastern 
Kentucky  coal-field,  and  in  Tennessee,  as  well  as  that  of  Ar- 
kansas. 

The  Illinois  conglomerate  thins  out  as  we  proceed  north- 
ward, and  in  the  valley  of  the  Illinois  Eiver  it  is  only  25  feet 
thick.  In  every  instance,  coal  appears  to  be  found  in  tlie  eon- 
glomerate,  on  one  side  or  end  of  the  field  more  than  on  the 
other,  or  in  localities  protected  from  currents  or  other  accidents, 
or  favorable  to  the  preservation  of  its  materials.  After  a  great 
number  of  facts  shall  have  been  collected  on  this  and  similar 
subjects,  they  can  be  compared,  placed  side  by  side,  and  any 
modifying  conditions  observed.     Thus,  in  time,  a  law  or  prin- 
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ciple  governing  them  maybe  seen  to  guide  ii8  in  v 
what  at  first  may  6eem  fortuitous,  and  tlieae  laws,  or  great  clas- 
sifications of  accurate  observations,  constitute  a  science. 

Coal  has  been  found  also  in  the  Chester  group,  in  Johnson 
and  Pope  Counties,  as  much  as  six  inches  thick,  but  it  has  only 
a  scientific  interest.  The  conglomerate  coal,  in  Johnson  County, 
is  reported  at  from  one  to  two  feot  thick  in  six  localities,  and 
in  a  few  other  places  it  is  found  four  or  five  feet  thick,  the 
increase  being  due  to  an  admixture  of  shales  which  impairs  the 
quality  of  the  coal.  The  important  Big  Muddy  iron-smelting 
coal  is  above  the  conglomerate.  The  lower  coal-measures, 
including  a  thickness  of  250,  or  possibly  300  feet  of  strata, 
consisting  of  sandstones  and  shales,  and  some  thin  beds  of  lime- 
Etone,  have  within  them  three  or  four  seams  of  coal.  The 
lowest  persistent  seam  in  this  series  is  the  one  outcropping 
just  at  the  top  of  the  conglomerate,  and  is  usually  from'  16  to  2i 
inches  in  thickness.  It  is  a  fair  quality  of  coal,  but  too  thin  to 
work  with  profit. 


The  Miff 

Tlie  next  coal-seams  in  the  series  of  a  workable  thick- 
ness are  the  Murphysboro'  coals,  which  are  well  exposed,  near 
that  town,  on  the  Big  Muddy  Eiver,  where  the  section  consists 
of  20  feet  of  micaceous  sandstone,  then  the  upper  three  feet 
seam  of  coal,  27  feet  below  which,  or  50  feet  from  the  surface, 
occur  the  two  seams,  three  feet  and  two  feet,  separated  by  from 
two  to  eight  inches  of  clay-parting.  This  lower,  or  rather  two 
lower  seams,  affords  an  excellent  quality  of  block-coal,  sufBciently 
hard  to  bear  the  pressure  of  a  charge  in  a  blast-fumaee,  and 
sufficiently  free  from  sulphur  to  be  used  in  a  raw  state  for  the 
smelting  of  iron.  This  quality  greatly  enhances  its  value,  from 
its  proximity  to  the  St.  Louis  market,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
great  "West,  and  to  the  immense  iron-ore  deposits  of  the  Iron 
Mountain,  in  Missouri. 

Jackson  County  has  about  one-half  of  its  area  underlaid 
with  coal,  the  outcrop-line  running  from  the  southeastern  to 
the  northwestern  comers  of  the  county.  There  are  at  least 
three,  and  perhaps  four  seams  outcropping  in  the  county,  rang- 
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ing  in  thiclmees  from  a  few  inches  to  six  feet.  In  the  northern 
part  of  the  county  the  coal  is  from  four  to  six  feet  thick. 

The  mines  at  Morphyeboro'  and  Carbondale,  in  that  county, 
on  the  Illinois  Central  Kailroad,  produce  an  excellent  coal — for 
this  country,  one  of  the  best  known  in  the  State  of  Illinois — 
having  been  successfully  used  in  its  raw  state  for  smelting- 
iron.  A  railroad  has  been  built  by  the  Mount  Carbon  Coal 
Company  to  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  15  miles  in  length.  At  Mur- 
physboro'  three  seams  are  developed,  the  two  lower  ones  being 
80  near  together  that  they  can  be  worked  as  one  seam,  being 
separated  by  a  parting  of  clay-shale,  from  a  few  inches  to  two 
feet  in  thickness ;  the  upper  seam  averaging  three  feet  in  thick- 
ness, and  the  lower  one  about  two  feet.  The  coal  from  both 
divisions  is  good,  though  thatfrom  the  lower  appears  to  be  more 
free  from  sulphuret  of  iron.  The  coal  is  hard  and  bright,  and 
the  laycKs  separated  by  carbonaceous  clod,  or  mineral  charcoal. 
Its  analysis  gives  :  moisture,  6.5  ;  volatile  matter,  31.2  ;  carbon 
in  coke,  60,8 ;  and  ashes,  1.5.  Prof  "VTorthen  seems  to  think 
this  coal  is  a  local  development  of  limited  extent,  as  the  next 
outcrop,  in  a  northern  direction,  reveals  only  a  thin  seam  of  coal 
from  six  to  12  inches  thick.  Jackson  County  produced  166,800 
tons  in  1870. 

At  Carbondale,  the  lower  division  of  the  main  Murphys- 
boro'  seam  is  not  found  at  all,  and  the  upper  division  is  about 
four  feet  thick,  while  the  upper  seam,  35  feet  above  the  lower, 
is  three  feet  in  thickness.  The  clay-parting  which  divides  the 
lower  seam  at  Murphysboro'  increases  in  a  southerly  direction 
so  rapidly,  that  a  mile  distant,  in  that  direction,  the  divisions 
are  too  widely  separated  to  be  worked  as  a  single  seam. 

There  is  one  seam  below  those  of  Murphysboro'  and  Carbon- 
dale, usually  at  the  top  of  the  conglomerate.  Its  character  is 
variable  ;  at  some  localities  it  affords  a  coal  of  excellent  quality, 
and  at  others  it  is  quite  poor,  and  mixed  with  slato  and  sulphu- 
ret of  iron.  It  is  from  three  to  30  inches  thick,  and  it  is  doubt- 
ful if  it  extends  to  the  northern  part  of  the  county.  The  posi- 
tion of  the  Big  Muddy  and  Carbondale  coals  in  the  series  is 
important  to  be  observed,  and  its  situation  with  reference  to 
the  other  block-coal  regions  of  Clay  County,  Indiana,  Massillon, 
Stark  County,  Youngstown,  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  and 
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Sharpsburg,  Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania,  all  producing  the 
same  iron-smelting  bloek-coal,  is  worthy  of  special  notice. 
The  Big  Muddy  coal,  however,  is  by  no  means  equal  in  qual- 
ity, as  an  iron-making  coal,  to  those  of  Indiana,  Ohio,  and  Penn- 
sylvania.    Its  character  as  blodt-coal  is  not  fully  established. 

The  Mount  Carbon  coal-mines,  on  the  margin  of  the  Big 
Muddy  River,  near  Brownsville,  Jacbsoji  County,  Illinois,  a 
short  distance  from  its  junction  with  the  Mississippi  Kiver,  wore 
noticed  in  the  Jowmcd  of  the  Franklm  Institute,  as  long  ago 
as  1836,  and  are  stated  to  have  then  been  worked  on  a  limited 
scale  for  many  years  previously,  having  been  opened  in  1810. 

Du  Quoin  Region. 

The  mines  at  Du  Quoin,  in  Perry  County,  76  miles  north 
of  Cairo,  on  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  produced  22,539  tons 
in  1868,  and  30,250  tons  in  1870,  transported  on  that" railroad. 
The  seam  of  coal — probably  Ko.  5,  and  sometimes  stated  as 
No.  6  in  the  scale  already  given — measures  six  feet  in  two  shafts, 
and  six  feet  four  inches,  six  feet  six,  and  six  feet  seven  inches 
in  three  others — the  shafts  being  48  feet,  56  feet,  57  feet,  60 
feet,  and  75  feet  deep  respectively,  to  the  top  of  the  coal. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  this  southern  part  of  Ferry  County 
there  is  a  fine  thickness  of  coal,  and  so  near  the  surface  that  it 
can  be  worked  very  economically.  The  two  seams,  Nob.  5  and 
6,  are  the  two  thickest  and  most  persistent  in  the  State,  except 
perhaps  So,  2.  In  the  central  portion  of  the  State  where  tlko 
uf  per  or  Barren  Measures  are  well  developed,  and  where  there 
is  no  extraordinary  accumulation  of  drift-material  above  the 
coal-measures,  tliis  No.  5  is  usually  found  at  a  depth  of  from 
200  to  300  feet,  which  depth  gradually  diminishes  as  we  ap- 
proach the  borders  of  the  coal-field.  .  In  the  southern  part  of 
Perry  County  it  is  usually  found  from  40  to  80  feet  below  the 
surface,  asd  dips  slightly  to  the  northward,  so  that  at  the  north- 
east extremity  of  the  county  it  is  from  200  to  250  feet  below 
the  surface-level. 

The  Du,  Quoin  coal  is  of  excellent  quality,  above  the  average 
of  Western  bituminous  coal ;  and,  although  at  some  points  it 
contains  considerable  sulphur,  this  occurs  in  nodules  or  len- 
ticular masses,  and  can  be  readily  saparated  from  the  coal  in  the 
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process  of  mining.  The  coal  averages  Jiilly  six  feet  in  thickness 
in  Perry  County,  and  has  a  hard,  somewhat  bitnininoas  clay- 
sliale  roof,  which  admits  of  taKng  out  the  entire  thiclmess  of 
coal,  instead  of  leaving  a  portion  to  sustain  the  roof,  as  is  usually 
done  when  the  roof  consists  of  soft  material.  At  Pinckney  ville 
and  other  places  the  coal  is  directly  overlaid  by  a  hard  blue 
limestone,  that  forms  a  still  better  roof  than  the  bituminous 
shale.  The  analysis  of  Du  Quoin  coal  showed:  moisture,  8.5  ; 
carbon  in  coke,  48.1;  volatile  matter,  ^0,4;  ashes,  3.00;  car- 
bon in  coal,  59.6. 

The  Du  Quoin  coal-seam  is  subject  to  some  irregularities, 
8uch  as  "  clay-slips,"  or  "  horsebacks,"  sometimes  called  faults 
by  the  miners,  which  consist  in  a  thickening  of  the  roof-shales, 
thus  cutting  off  or  pinching  the  coal-seam  to  one-haif  or  three- 
fourths  of  its  usual  thickness.  These  irregularities  may  have 
resulted  from  a  partial  removal  by  water-currents  of  the  vegeta^ 
ble  matter  which  formed  the  coal,  and  its  replacement  by  a  fine, 
muddy  sediment  at  a  subsequent  period.  They  are  not  faults 
in  the  sense  in  which  that  term  is  generally  used  in  mining, 
which  signifies  a  dislocation  or  displacement  of  the  strata,  so  as 
to  prevent  its  continuity  on  the'origiual  plane  of  deposit,  for  in 
this  case  there  is  no  dislocation,  but  only  a  replacement  of  a 
part  of  the  coal  by  the  same  material  that  forms  the  roof. 

At  St,  John's,  near  Du  Quoin,  there  were  13,860  tons  of 
coalminedinl868,  and 27,690 in  1870,  and  shipped  by  the  Lli 
nois  Central  Railroad.  No  account  is  taken,  in  any  of  the  state- 
ments here  given,  of  the  coal  not  shipped  to  market  by  ratlroa^. 

At  Tamaroa,  nine  miles  north  of  Du  Quoin,  in  Perry 
County,  there  were  17,070  tons  mined  and  shipped  in  1868, 
and  14,400  tons  in  1870,  and  at  Du  Bois,  8,760  tons  in  1870. 
By  the  United  States  census  of  1870,  the  production  of  coal  in 
Perry  County  was  195,400  tons. 

The  whole  of  Perry  County  ia  underlaid  by  this  coal,  afford- 
ing a  vast  abundance  of  it,  with  great  facilities  for  mining,  from 
its  proximity  to  the  surface,  and  other  favorable  conditions. 

The  peculiar  importance  of  the  advantages  stated  in  regard  to 
Perry  County  is  the  more  apparent  when  we  observe  that  the 
Barren  or  upper  coal-measures,  which  occur  in  Washington,  the 
county  immediately  north  of  Perry,  are  wholly  destitute  of  coal^ 
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and  the  lower  coal-measures  lie  at  such  a  depth  that  at  present 
there  is  no  very  productive  coal-region  between  Tamaroa  and 
Chicago,  on  the  lUiaois  Central  Kailroad,  nor  any  on  the  Galena 
branch,  until  we  get  to  La  Salle. 


BeUevUle  District, 

St.  Louis  obtains  its  principal  supply  of  bituminous  coal 
from  the  Belleville  district,  in  St.  Clair  County,  lUinoie.  It  is 
brought  to  East  St.  Louis  hy  a  branch  of  the  St.  Louis,  Alton 
&  Terre  Haute  Railroad,  This  railroad  is  only  14  mUea 
long  from  East  St.  Louis  to  Belleville,  but  it  intersects  the 
western  boundary  of  the  coal-measures  at  Centreville,  six  miles 
out  from  East  St.  Louie,  and  runs  eight  miles  through  the  coal- 
field. St.  Clair  County  contains  450  sCLuare  miles  of  coal,  or 
three-fourths  of  the  county,  embracing  all  the  central  and 
eastern  portion,  with  a  thickness  of  about  300  feet  of  the  lower 
and  most  productive  part  of  the  coal-measures,  embracing  five 
coal-seams,  only  two  of  which,  however,  appear  to  be  of 
economical  value  at  this  time. 

In  1871  there  were  transported  by  this  railroad,  from  Belle- 
ville and  Centreville  to  East  St  Louis,  361,630  tons.  The  last 
United  States  census  reports  the  coal  production  of  St.  Clair 
County  at  798,810  tons.  This  is,  therefore,  by  far  the  most  pro- 
ductive, and  in  that  respect  the  most  important  eoal-region  in 
Illinois. 

The  thicbeet  coal-seam  outcrops  in  the  river-bluff,  and  along 
the  western  borders  of  the  coal-measures  in  the  southwest  por- 
tion of  the  county.  The  dip  is  very  moderate,  not  more  than 
five  or  six  feet  to  the  mile,  and  is  in  an  easterly  direction,  or  a 
little  north  of  east,  and  in  consequence  the  coal  lies  deepest 
below  the  surface  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  county. 

The  Belleville  coal-seam,  INo.  6,  is  the  principal  one  worked, 
and  it  was  probably  the  first  ever  worked  in  the  State,  Its 
natural  outcrop  along  the  bluffs,  in  such  close  proximity  to  St. 
Louis,  called  attention  to  its  value  at  an  early  day.  Its  general 
thickness  in  this  county  ranges  from  five  to  seven  feet,  and  it 
has  a  substantial  limestone  roof,  so  that  it  can  be  worked  with 
safety,  and  in  the  most  economical  manner. 
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This  coal  is  generally  quite  regvdarly  stratified,  and  the  two 
upper  layers,  which  vary  in  their  aggregate  thickness  from  16  to 
24  inches,  are  much  the  purest  in  quality.  It  is  usually  separated 
from  the  lower  coal,  and  is  sold  at  about  two  cents  per  bushel 
higher,  as  a  hlaeksmith-eoal.  The  lower  coal  contains  more  suL- 
phuret  of  iron,  hut  the  quality  varies  somewhat  in  difierent 
mines,  and  no  general  description  would  he  applicable  to  every 
locality.  Sometimes  there  is  a  foot  or  more  of  bitumiaoue  shale 
above,  and  a  thin  bed  of  clay-shale  below ;  but  sometimes  both 
are  absent,  and  it  is  by  no  means  uncommon,  either  in  this  or 
the  adjoining  counties,  to  find  the  coal  directly  enclosed  between 
two  beds  of  limestone  of  marine  origin,  containing  fossil-shells 
in  abundance,  which  is  a  very  unusual  occurrence  elsewhere. 

The  main  coal-seam.  No.  6,  in  the  section,  has  been  opened 
at  many  points  about  Belleville,  where  it  approaches  near  the 
surface  in  the  ravines,  and  on  the  main  creek,  and  was  at  first 
worked  by  drifts  into  the  hank  of  the  creek  along  its  outcrop. 
On  the  railroad  between  Belleville  and  the  river-blufla  it  is 
reached  by  25  shafts  sunk  to  the  depth  of  from  50  to  150  feet. 
In  Alma  shaft  the  coal  was  found  at  a  depth  of  170  feet  below 
the  surface,  and  the  seam  is  seven  feet  thick.  It  is  the  same 
thickness  at  Mascoutah  at  132  feet  deep,  and  6^  feet  thick  at 
Urbana,  and  about  the  same  depth  below  the  surface. 

In  the  southern  part  of  the  county  the  Belleville  coal  iB 
opened  at  many  places  along  its  outcrop,  and  retains  its  full 
thickness  of  about  seven  feet.  Everywhere  it  seems  to  be  from 
six  to  seven  feet  thick. 

The  next  seam  below  the  Belleville  coal,  No.  6,  has  only 
been  opened  at  a  single  locality,  which  is  at  the  old  Pittsburg 
mines  at  the  river-bluifs,  about  one  mile  north  of  Centreville 
station,  on  the  Belleville  &  East  St.  Lo^is  Railroad,  and  ie 
here  about  three  feet  thick. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  coal-measures  underlie  nearly  all  the 
highlands  in  the  county  of  St.  Clair,  except  only  a  narrow  belt 
from  three  to  five  miles  wide  across  the  southwest  border,  and 
the  land  is  also  among  the  most  productive  agricultural  lands 
in  Southern  Dlinois. 

The  analysis  of  the  Belleville  coal  shows  the  following 
results : 
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Prof,  Wortlien  saj8  that,  from  this  analysis,  the  Belleville 
coal  will  compare  favorahly  with  the  average  of  bituminous 
coalB  from  other  localities,  either  of  this  or  the  adjoining  States. 

MeelyaviUe,  DanmUe,  and  other  Districts. 

Proceeding  farther  north  from  the  St;  Louis  district,  we  find 
most  of  the  coal  is  at  present  mined  around  the  western  borders 
of  the  coal-field,  that  being  most  accessible,  and  nearest  to  the 
points  where  coal  is  in  demand. 

The  outcrop  of  the  field  runs  through  Madison  County, 
where  are  the  Edwardsville  mines ;  then  northward  through 
Jersey  County,  where  there  are  three  or  more  seams  of  work- 
able thickness ;  then  Greene  County,  which  has  one-third  of  its 
area  covered  by  the  coal-measures.  Seam  Ko.  6  here  varies 
from  four  to  six  feet  in  thickness,  while  north  of  this  No.  5 
attains  an  average  thickness  of  six  feet.  Next  comes  Scott 
County,  with  more  than  half  of  its  eastern  portion  underlaid 
with  coal,  the  valley  of  the  Blinois  Kiver,  on  the  west  side  of 
this  county,  having  no  coal. 

But  here  occurs  one  of  the  great  east  and  west  railroads,  the 
Toledo,  "Wabash  <&  "Western,  whose  western  termini  are  at 
St.  Louis,  Quincy,  Keokuk,  etc.  Some  of  its  more  important 
mines  are  at  Neelysville,  in  Scott  County,  15  miles  west  of 
Jacksonville,  and  37  miles  east  of  Quincy,  where  21,217  tons 
were  shipped  in  1868". 

In  the  vicinity  of  Springiield,  deeper  shafts  have  been  sunk 
in  the  interior  of  the  coal-field,  where,  as  before  described,  the 
upper  or  Barren  Measures  cover  the  productive  seams  of  coal 
to  a  greater  depth.  Here  they  are  drawing  upon  the  vast  store 
of  mineral  fael  which  was  placed  in  reserve  for  the  distant 
future.  Howlet's  mines,  seven  miles  east  of  Springfield,  pro- 
duced 10,171  tons  in  1868,  carried  by  the  Toledo,  "Wabash  & 
"Western  Railroad,  and  smaller  quantities  were  produced  at 
other  places  in  the  same  vicinity. 
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But  a  more  productive  district  is  that  of  DanviJle,  on  the 
same  railroad,  in  VermiUon  County  on  tlie  eastern  State  line 
adjoining  Indiana.  Vermilion  County  produced  115,640  tons 
of  coal  in  1870,  mined  principally  at  Danville  and  Catlin,  six 
milee  farther  west. 

The  eoal  of  the  main  Danville  seam  is  a  strong,  fet,  soft 
caking-eoal,  averages  six  feet  thick,  Hes  nearly  level,  dipping, 
say  10  feet  per  mile  toward  the  southwest.  It  is  hardest  and 
most  impure  in  its  lowest  stratum  of  eight  inches,  purest  and 
best  in  the  blacksmith' s-coal  stratum,  one  and  a  half  to  two  feet 
above,  and  more  and  more  friable  -as  you  near  the  roof.  The 
Beam  contains  sulphur,  but  it  is  in  masses  easily  separated  and 
thrown  out,  and  therefore  less  of  a  detriment  in  use  than  would 
be  a  smaller  portion  more  intimately  associated  with  the  body 
of  the  coal.  The  roof  is  generally  not  good  in  the  workings  so 
fer  explored.  The  main  defect  of  the  Danville  coal  ia  its 
friability  and  tendency  to  slack  on  exposure.  It  is  a  strongsteam- 
eoal,  and  answers  a  very  good  purpose  for  all  domestic  uses. 

Qnincy  is  supplied  with  eoal  principally  from  the  mines  at 
Colchester,  53  miles  farther  north,  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington 
&  Quincy  Railroad,  in  McDonough  County,  where  47,491  tons 
were  shipped  in  1868,  on  that  railroad,  and 60,750  in  1870;  and 
Kock  Island  County  produced  127,630  tons. 

Omitting  some  smaller  mines  producing  each  3,000  to  4,000 
tons  in  1868,  we  come  next  to  the  Kewanee  mines  in  the  north- 
west corner  of  Stark  County,  31  miles  northeast  of  Galesburg, 
which  produced  42,570  tons  in  1868,  for  transportation  of  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quiney  Railroad. 

At  Buda,  in  Bureau  Comity,  and  other  points  along  the 
outcrop  or  borders  of  the  coal-field,  other  mines  are  opened. 

Za  Salle  Diatrict. — (From  H,  C.  Freeman's  Report,) 
The  northern  border  of  the  Ulinois  coal-field,  on  account  of 
its  vicinity  to  the  great  market  afforded  by  the  city  of  Chicago, 
is  for  obvious  reasons  destined  to  be  one  of  the  most  prbductive 
districts  in  the  State.  The  great  geological  feature  of  La  Salle 
County  is  the  anticlinal  axis  before  described,  extending  diago- 
nally across  it  north  33°  west,  and  passing  in  a  southeast  direc- 
tion across  the  whole  Illinois  coal-field  to  the  "Wabash  River,  in 
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Wabaeh  County.  In  La  Salle  County  it  exposes  the  caleiferous 
division  of  the  Potsdam,  which  is  the  oldest  formation  that  has 
been  seen  in  the  State,  and  this  county  being  the  only  one 
where  it  has  been  found.  East  of  the  axis  the  lower  coal- 
measures  only  are  found,  and  they  rest  on  the  St.  Peter's  sand- 
stone, and  here  only  one  workable  bed  appears,  being  the  lower 
one,  and  the  coal-measures  on  this  west  side  are  inclined  at  an 
angle  of  only  one  or  two  degrees ;  and  a  couple  of  miles  east  of 
the  axis  the  formations  are  level  or  very  nearly  so,  with  a  gentle 
dip  to  the  southeast. 

West  of  the  axis  both  the  upper  and  lower  coal-measures 
are  found  nearly  coextensive  with  a  maximum  thichness  of 
over  500  feet,  resting  on  the  Trenton  or  St.  Peter's.  "West  of 
the  axis,  north  of  the  Illinois  Piver,  and  west  of  the  Vermilion 
Kiver,  which  is  on  the  south  side  of  the  former,  there  appear  to 
be  three  continuous  workable  beds  of  coal,  locally  known  as  the 
Upper,  Middle,  and  Lower,  and  a  fourth  workable  bed  appears 
on  the  south  part  of  the  county.  "West  of  the  axis  the  coal- 
measures  are  inclined  at  an  angle  of  about  ten  degrees  on  the 
Trenton,  at  the  outcrop. 

The  thickness  of  the  upper  seam,  No.  6,  of  the  general  sec- 
tion, is  4J  to  5  feet ;  that  of  the  middle  coal,  No.  5,  is  from 

3  to  9  feet,  usually  6  feet ;  and  that  of  the  lower,  or  No.  2,  is 

4  feet.  The  latter  has  been  traced  to  the  vicinity  of  Morris,  in 
Grundy  County,  and  is  the  equivalent  of  the  fine  coal  at  Mur- 
physboro',  in  Jackson  County. 

The  following  table  shows  the  depth  of  the  shafts  to  the  top 
of  each  coal,  the  differences  from  the  surface  being  caused  by 
the  different  points  of  elevation  where  they  are  located  : 
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They  are  all  in  the  same  township  with  La  Salle  and  Peru, 
the  Illinois  townships  being  36  square  miles. 

In  1868,  the  Dlinois  Central  Railroad  carried  77,370  tons 
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of  coal  from  La  Salle,  and  46,200  tons  in  1870;  and  33,140 
from  "Wenona,  20  miles  south  of  it,  and  smaller  quantities  from 
other  mines,  making  in  all  111,630  tons  from  tlie  La  Salle 
district.  The  statistics  of  the  quantity  mined  in  eacli  county 
in  Illinois  are  given  in  the  Appendix.  La  SaUe  County  pro- 
duced 173,864  tons  in  1869~'70. 

The  La  Salle  upper  bed,  No.  6,  is  quite  regular,  varying 
from  4J  to  five  feet  in  thickness.  The  lower  bed  is  also  quite 
regular.  The  middle  bed,  or  No.  5,  has  a  peculiarity  not  found 
in  either' of  the  others.  It  has  a  tendency  to  a  lensilbrm  ar- 
rangement, caused  by  resting  upon  an  uneven  bed.  The  cover- 
ing also  is  uneven,  apparently  from  the  action  of  currents  level- 
ing down  the  strata  over  the  coal,  and  sometimes  part  of  the 
coal  itself.  This  feature  has  given  rise  to  its  less  frequent  ap- 
pearance than  the  other  beds  in  the  outcrop,  and  its  greater 
thickness,  which  is  sometimes  eight  or  nine  feet.  In  the 
Streator  district,  in  La  Salle  County,  the  coal-bed  is  nine  feet 
thick. 

Of  the  coals  mined  at  La  Salle  and  vicinity,  the  roost  popu- 
lar in  the  market  is  the  middle  bed.  The  upper  bed  is  a  lighter 
coal,  dry,  free-burning,  with  an  open  fire,  and  is  a  good  steam- 
coal,  but  consumes  more  rapidly  than  either  of  the  others.  It 
is  harder  to  mine  than  either  of  the  middle  coals,  and  has  some 
pyritous  bands  running  through  it  near  the  top,  which  produce 
inferior  coal.  The  mining  of  this  upper  bed  was  almost  sus- 
pended at  the  date  of  Mr.  Freeman's  report. 

The  middle  bed,  from  which  the  chief  supply  is  derived, 
makes  a  denser  fire ;  it  is  also  a  good  steam-coal,  largely  used 
by  the  Illinois  Central  and  Northwestern  Railroads  for  loco- 
motives ;  is  the  popular  coal  for  domestic  use,  and  is  also  used 
in  blacksmithing,  by  eelecting  it.  It  is  mostly  mined  with 
powder,  without  undermining  with  the  pick.  In  burning,  it 
lasts  longer  than  the  upper  bed  in  an  ordinary  fire,  and  it  is 
preferred  to  the  lower  coal  by  glass  companies.  It  is  a  tolerably 
pure  coal,  having  but  little  pyrites,  and  that  in  stratified  bands, 
easily  removed  in  mining.  It  often  carries  a  band  of  cannel- 
coal  on  top,  from  three  to  18  inches  in  thickness,  which  is  of 
sufficiently  good  quality  to  be  marketed  with  the  rest. 

The  lower  coal  is  the  most  highly  bituminous  of  any  of  the 
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beds ;  cakes  in  burning,  and  throws  off  a  dense,-  flaky  soot, 
like  Pittsburg  coal ;  lasts  longer  in  burning,  and  appears  to  be 
a  stronger  heating-eoal,  if  properly  burned,  than  either  of  the 
others.  It  is  an  excellent  coal,  but  has  one  drawback  in  having 
pyrites  disseminated  in  very  thin  scales  in  the  vertical  seams, 
which  cannot  be  removed  in  mining,  but,  if  carefully  selected,  is 
an  excellent  blacksmith-coal,  and  its  current  price  in  the  market 
is  fifty  cents  per  ton  more  than  the  middle  bed.  It  is  thought, 
if  properly  managed,  it  would  make  an  excellent  coke  for  iron- 
furnaces. 

The  railroad  and  water  communication  gives  La  SaUe  pecul- 
iar advantages  which  must  eventually  give  this  point  the  con- 
trolling influence  in  the  coal-trade  of  Northern  Illinois,  and  the 
abundance  of  coal,  of  qualities  suited  to  different  wants,  must, 
at  the  same  time,  tend  to  build  np  a  great  manufacturing  city 
here. 

The  "WUmm^ton  District. 

The  La  Salle  district,  before  described,  is  said  to  be  the  only 
locality  in  the  State  where  the  coal-measures  appear  to  have 
been  disturbed  after  their  deposition.  Here  they  were  elevated 
as  much  as  400  feet  by  the  uplift,  which  has  already  been  fully 
described. 

But  the  limestones  on  which  the  coal-measures  rest  pre- 
sented an  nneven  surface  for  the  reception  of  the  coal-bearing 
strata,  which  was  caused  rather  by  denuding  influences  which 
had  worn  the  surface  into  shallow  troughs  or  valleys,  than  by 
upheavals  and  dislocations  of  the  strata.  On  the  extreme  north- 
eastern border  of  the  coal-field,  in  Grundy,  Will,  and  Livingston 
Coimties,  the  measures  contain  a  single  seam  of  coal  averaging 
about  three  feet  in  thickness,  which  is  overlaid  by  a  heavy  bed 
of  clay-shale  or  soapstone,  that  passes  upward  into  a  sandy  shale 
or  sandstone.  In  the  vicinity  of  Morris,  the  seam  is  about  30 
feet  below  the  surface,  and  averages  about  30  inches  in  thick- 
ness. 

Along  the  line  of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  Kailroad,  from  "Wil- 
mington southward  for  13  miles  or  more,  this  seam  has  been 
reached  at  many  points,  and  its  proximity  to  Chicago  renders 
this  locality  a  very  important  one  to  the  coal  interests  of  that 
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city.  Although  the  coal-seam  averaj 
thickness  than  those  wrought  at  La  Salle  and  some  other  points 
in  tlie  northern  portion  of  the  State,  yet  its  proximity  to  Ciii- 
eago,  from  53  to  65  miles,  and  it  heing  the  nearest  point  to  that 
city  where  available  eoal  can  be  found  on  any  direct  line  of 
railroad  communication,  the  ease  and  cheapness  with  which  it 
can  be  reached  by  shafts  rarying  in  depth  from  30  to  200  feet, 
and  the  superior  quality  of  coal  it  affords,  render  this  a  very 
valuable  and  important  deposit. 

Although  it  is  called  "  Wilmington  coal,"  in  Chicago,  where 
large  quantities  are  sold  for  gteam  and  domestic  purposes,  yet 
no  coal  is  found  at  that  place,  or  at  any  point  north  of  the  Kan- 
kakee Eiver.  At  Braidwood  a  large  amount  is  mined  annually. 
The  mines  have  both  a  bad  roof  and  floor,  yet  all  the  coal  in 
the  ground  is  mined  out  by  the  long-wall  system  of  mining. 
Gangways  are  run  from  the  bottom  of  the  shafts  in  a  radiating 
manner ;  the  masses  of  fragile  fire-clay  shale,  or  soapstone,  as 
it  is  called,  which  fall  from  the  roof,  are  built  into  a  rude  wall 
at  each  side  of  the  roads.  When  the  iloor  becomes  wet,  the 
soft  fire-clay  floor  rises  in  the  gangways.  This  material  is  also 
disposed  of  in  the  gob,  and  the  roof  is  suffered  to  rest  upon  it, 
The  mining  is  thus  all  done  in  a  constantly-enlarging  circle,  a 
good  ventilation  passing  around  the  fa^e  of  the  work,  and  no 
eoal  is  left  in  the  rear  of  the  miners,  except  blocks  immediately 
around  the  bottom  of  the  shaft  to  secure  its  permanency.  The 
coal  contains  much  less  sulphur  than  some  other  Western  coals, 
but  a  large  amount  of  moisture,  which  in  the  mines  stands  in 
drops  on  the  face  of  the  work.  The  coal  is  taken  to  Chicago, 
and  carted  off  for  immediate  use.  Although  its  heating  power 
is  less  than  in  the  same  weight  of  Eastern  coals,  it  makes  a  good 
steam-coal,  and  is  invaluable  as  a  locomotive-fuel  in  this  treeless 
country.     Will  County  produced  228,000  tons  in  1870. 

Farther  south,  difHcnlties  are  met  with  in  sinking  shafts  for 
coal-raining  purposes.  In  one  at  Bloomington,  200  feet  of  blue 
clay  and  drift  material  were  first  passed  through.  At  285  feet, 
a  seam  of  coal  three  feet  eight  inches  in  thickness  was  met  with ; 
at  iOO  feet,  four  feet  six  inches  of  coal ;  and,  at  530  feet,  three 
feet  of  coal.  In  passing  southward  from  the  W0mington  dis- 
trict, we  unexpectedly  come  to  a  region   that  is   practically 
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almost  destitute  of  coal.  It  seems,  from  the  report  of  Prof.  I  ■ 
H.  Bradley  on'  the  counties  in  this  part  of  the  State,  that  at 
some  tbrmer  period  some  powerful  denuding  current  has  torn 
up  the  rocks,  and  excavated  a  broad,  deep  channel,  extending 
from  the  aouthem  end  of  Lake  Michigan,  down  the  eastern  line 
of  the  State,  until,  shortly  after  passing  the  line  now  occupied 
by  the  Kankakee  Biver,  it  rose  orer  the  Niagara  limestone,  and 
bore  off  southwestward  through  the  softer  beds  of  the  coal- 
measures  which  here  lie  directly  upon  tlie  Niagara.  This  chan- 
nel passes  through  the  central  and  western  parts  of  Iroqnois 
County,  and  includes  large  parts  of  Ford,  Champaign,  and 
McLean  Counties,  with  the  southeastern  part  of  Livingston, 
where  no  rock  is  struck  until  you  reach  the  green  calcareous 
shales  of  the  Cincinnati  group,  at  200  feet.  To  the  westward 
of  Champaign  County  its  course  is  not  so  well  indicated  ;  we 
only  know  that  it  runs  nnder  Bloomington,  in  McLean  County, 
with  a  depth  of  254  feet,  and  Prof,  P.  H.  Bradley  inclines  to 
believe  that  this  point  is  near  the  centre  of  the  old  valley.  He 
further  suggests  that  its  junction  with  the  valley  of  the  Illinois 
will  probably  be  found  somewhere  in  Tazewell  or  in  Mason 
County, 

The  erosion  of  this  great  valley,  of  course,  took  place  before 
the  beginning  of  the  Drift  period,  since  the  deposits  of  that 
period  not  only  fill  it  completely,  but  deeply  cover  its  hanks. 
Two  difficulties  are  presented  by  this  peculiar  formation ;  first, 
is  the  entire  absence  of  coal,  probably,  in  this  ancient  valley ;  and 
the  other  is,  in  case  of  the  existence  of  coal,  the  great  difficulty 
in  sinking  shafts  to  such  depth  as  may  be  necessary,  not  only 
through  drilt,  but  through  a  heavy  bed  of  quicksand,  that  is 
said  to  rest  directly  upon  the  rock,  which  presents  a  serious 
obstacle  to  the  sinking  of  shafts. 

In  the  description  of  the  outcrop-line  of  the  coal-field  are 
found  no  traces  of  coal  east  of  the  comer  of  Kankakee  and  Liv- 
ingston Counties,  or  south  of  that  point,  till  we  come  to  Ver- 
milion County ;  so  far  as  known,  there  is  no  outcrop  of  rocks 
in  either  Ford  or  Champaign  County.  A  shaft  was  sunk  at 
Champaign,  179  feet  through  loose  material  into  quicksand, 
which  defied  all  efforts  to  reaeli  a  greater  depth.  The  exami- 
nations made  in  McLean,  Tazewell,  Logan,  and  Mason  Coun- 
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ties,  show  a  deptli  of  drift  of  about  250  feet,  as  at  the  shaft  at 
Blooraiiigton.  It  seems  probable  that  this  may  be  the  depth 
over  considerable  portions  of  McLean  County,  and  near  the 
edges  of  what  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  ancient  river,  as,  in 
the  west  part  of  Tazewell,  and  the  east  part  of  Logan  Counties, 
it  is  not  less  than  50  feet.  Where  the  rock  has  been  reached,  in 
the  shafts  sunk,  the  coal-measuroB  are  found,  apparently  the 
middle  portion  of  the  formation,  the  coal-seams  being  three  or 
four  feet  thick. 

Quality  of  Jllmoia  Coal. 

Snlphuret  of  iron  is  almost  the  only  minerai  found  con- 
stantly associated  with  coal,  and  this  is  more  or  less  abundant 
in  all  the  beds ;  some  possess  it  in  large  quantities,  a  thin  stra- 
tum often  running  for  a  considerable  distance  in  the  centre  of 
the  deposit.  It  also  appears  in  thin  veins  between  the  seams 
of  the  coal,  as,  for  example,  occupying  only  the  thickness  of  the 
fossil  leaf  which  is  replaced  by  the  sulphnret,  and  bearing  on  its 
surface  the  ribs  and  nervures  in  beautiful  relief.  Sometimes  it 
is  found  between  the  laminae  of  coal  in  filaments  and  dendritic 
fibres,  spreading  out  like  the  branches  of  a  tree,  and  with  Tarious 
colors  resembling  fine  brass,  gold,  and  silver. 

Iron,  in  the  form  of  a  sulphuret,  is  almost  universally  dis- 
tributed through  the  Illinois  coal,  either  as  crystals  or  as  nod- 
ules, often  of  many'pounds'  weight.  This  mineral  is  utterly 
worthless  for  all  purposes  except  for  the  manufacture  of  vitriol 
(sulphuric  acid)  and  copperas  (sulphate  of  iron),  and  its  general 
dissemination  through  a  coal-seam  renders  the  coal  itself  almost 
valueless.  It  is  the  great  bane  of  our  "Western  coals,  rendering 
them  often  almost  useless  for  working  iron,  until  the  sulphur  is 
expelled  by  cbking,  which  is  sometimes  rather  difficult  to  do 
successfully.  "When  this  sulphuret  occurs  in  balls  or  masses  of 
any  considerable  size,  it  should  be  carefully  separated  from  the 
coal  at  the  mouth  of  the  shaft,  or  in  the  adit ;  but  when  it  is 
disseminated  through  the  coal  in  thin  scales,  or  in  minute  crys- 
tals, it  can  only  he  expelled  by  the  process  of  coking.  Many 
coals  are  made  to  retain  a  fair  reputation  by  being  carefully 
freed  from  this  material  before  the  coal  is  sent  to  market.  Some- 
times it  is  confined  to  a  particular  portion  of  the  Beam,  and, 
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when  this  is  the  case,  the  portion  containing  the  pyrites  shonM 
be  mined  and  sold  by  itself,  or,  if  worthless,  thrown  aside.  It 
ia  usually  of  a  hright-jellow  or  silver-Tphite  color,  effloresces  on 
exposure  to  the  atmosphere,  generating  therehy  heat  that  some- 
times results  in  spontaneous  eomhustion,  and  ignites  the  hitu- 
minous  shales,  or  the  coals  themselves.  There  is  also  another 
substance  found  in  our  coals,  traversing  the  layers  in  thin  plates, 
of  a  white  or  glassy  transparency.  This  is  lime,  either  in  the 
form  of  a  carhonate  or  sulphate,  most  frequently  the  former, 
and  does  not  affect  injuriously  the  quality  of  the  coal. 

Dr.  Blaney,  in  the  chemical  report  for  the  same  survey,  says : 
"  Many  coals  contain  much  lime,  combined  with  sulphuric  acid, 
to  form  gypsum,  fiDing  the  natural  joints ;  and  if  the  coal,  at 
the  same  time,  contains  much  pjTites  or  bisulphuret  of  iron, 
which  during  combustion  loses  its  sulphur  and  peroxide  of  iron, 
the  materials  from  which  to  form  clinker  are  furnished.  It 
requires  a  high  temperature  to  fuse  these  ingredients  into  a 
slag,  and  hence  many  coals  which  form  no  clinker  in  open 
grates,  and  are  highly  esteemed  for  domestic  purposes,  are 
totally  useless  in  the  high  temperatures  of  the  reverberatory 
furnace  for  remelting  iron,  or  even  for  locomotive  use." 

In  his  table  of  analysis  of  Iliinois  coals.  Dr.  Blaney  gives 
the  quantity  of  moisture  they  contain,  and  says  :  "  By  this  is 
meant  the  weight  per  cent,  of  water  which  is  retained  mechani- 
cally by  the  coal,  and  which  is  given  off  at  a  temperature  of 
250°  Fahr.,  a  temperature  at  which  no  decomposition  of  the 
volatile  combustible  matters  takes  place.  In  the  analysis  re- 
ported in  most  of  the  works  of  authority  on  coals,  this  moisture 
is  not  separately  determined,  but  is  included  in  the  estimation 
of  the  volatile  combnatihle  matters.  This  detracts  much  from 
the  value  of  the  analysis,  for  the  hygrometrie  moisture  not  only 
ia  of  no  value  as  combustible  matter,  but  absolutely  diminishes 
the  effedive  value  of  the  fuel.  There  is  a  great  difference  in 
the  capacity  of  different  coals  to  retain  moisture  even  after  long 
seasoning,  and  its  retention  to  any  large  amount  must  be  con- 
sidered as  a  detraction  from  the  merits  of  the  coal.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  hut  that  the  presence  of  water  in  any  coal  also 
diminishes,  to  a  great  extent,  the  amount  of  illuminating  gas 
which  it  would  otherwise  produce." 
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The  effect  of  this  moisture  in  the  coal  will  be  given  more  at 
length  hereafter,  in  the  chapter  on  the  combustion  of  <;oal.  Bat 
it  may  be  here  briefly  stated  that,  according  to  Dr.  Bhmey,  the 
heating  power  of  coa!  depends  on  the  amount  of  oxygen  with 
■which  it  will  combine,  and  one  pound  of  carbon  combines  with 
2^*3-  pounds  of  oxygen,  and  a  pound  of  hydrogen  with  eight 
pounds  of  oxygfu.  We  must,  therefore,  multiply  the  percentage 
of  carbon  by  2f,  and  of  hydrogen  by  8,  and  deduct  the  oxy- 
gen already  combined  in  the  coal.  But  the  water  in  the  coal 
must  be  conTCrted  into  steam,  and  one  pound  of  oxygen  con- 
sumed will  convert  above  5  -f^  pounds  of  water  at  the  boiling- 
point  into  steam ;  therefore,  divide  the  percentage  of  water  by 
^i%!  ^^^  deduct  the  product  also. 

Colonel  J.  W.  Foster,  a  distinguished  geologist,  of  Chicago, 
says :  "  The  coals  of  Northern  Illinois  are,  ordinarily,  highly 
charged  with  water,  often  containing  as  high  as  12  per  cent., 
and  are  so  sulphurous  as  to  disintegrate  on  exposure  to  the 
atmosphere.  Still,  they  are  extensively  mined  for  domestic 
fuel,  and  for  generating  steam  in  stationary  engines  and  loco- 
motives." 

These  unfavorable  features  in  regard  to  the  Illinois  coal  are 
given  in  the  language  of  her  own  geologists ;  for  it  is  indeed 
but  too  evident  that,  as  compared  with  the  coal  produced  in  al- 
most any  part  of  the  Alleghany  coal-field,  that  of  Illinois  is  very 
inferior.  Its  disadvantages  are  its  feeble  heating  power,  the 
extraordinary  quantity  of  sulphuret  of  iron  it  contains,  and  the 
large  amount  of  clinker,  ashes,  soot,  and  smote  produced.  Its 
impurities  render  it  necessary  that  it  should  be  used  very  soon 
after'  it  is  mined,  as  in  a  few  days  it  falls  to  pieces ;  being  very 
friable,  it  does  not  bear  transportation,  and  no  considerable 
quantity  of  it  can  he  kept  together,  as  it  is  liable  to  spontaneous 
combustion. 

The  valuable  features  of  the  Illinois  coal  are,  that  there  is 
plenty  of  it ;  that  it  is  very  widely  distributed  over  the  State, 
and  accessible.  For,  although  it  is  necessary  to  mine  it  by 
means  of  shafts  in  almost  all  cases,  yet  the  coal  is  reached  at  a 
reasonable  depth  from  the  surface ;  its  mining  is  done  without 
nnusual  expense ;  the  great  number  of  railroads  in  all  parts  of 
this  prairie  State,  with  good  level  grades,  and  without  curves, 
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furnish  an  abundance  of  cheap  transportation ;  and,  poor  as  the 
coal  is,  there  is  a  large  marltet  for  it,  for  the  want  of  better. 
In  Chicago,  as  is  shown  in  the  tahle  in  the  Appendix,  a  large 
quantity  of  Pennsylvania  anthracite  is  sold,  owing  to  the  very 
cheap  transportation  from  Buffalo  by  the  lakes,  the  usual 
freight,  previous  to  the  present  year,  being  from  50  to  75  cents 
per  ton.  A  large  amount  of  Erie  and  Cleveland  bloek-coal  is 
also  sold  there  for  grates  and  steam;  also,  they  have  Elossburg 
coal  for  blacksmithing,  and  the  best  gas-coal  from  the  Pittsburg 
region ;  there  being,  in  feet,  a  stock  of  every  variety  of  the  best 
coals  produced  in  the  United  States  for  all  the  various  uses. 

Nothing  is  too  good  for  onr  "Western  people,  cost  what  it 
may ;  and  then,  the  poor  man's  coal  is  their  own  Illinois  bitu- 
minous, which  is  brought  by  rail  from  the  northern  limits  of 
their  coal-field,  about  60  miles  south  of  Chicago,  and  sold,  un- 
cleansed  of  sulphur  and  slate,  in  considerable  quantities  to  those 
who  cannot  afford  the  better  qualities  of  Pennsylvania  coal. 
Large  quantities  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  coals  are  shipped 
from  Chicago  by  rail,  in  all  directions,  as  far  west  as  Omaha, 
and  far  south  into  the  interior  of  Illinois.  In  localities  too 
remote  to  obtain  these,  their  own  coal  is  extensively  mined, 
and  used  for  domestic  purposes.  More  care  in  mining  .ind 
cleaning  would  very  much  improve  the  quality  of  the  Illinois 
coaL 

It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  probably  the  best 
coal  of  Illinois  may  not  yet  have  been  developed.  The  very 
valuable  iron-smelting.  Big  iluddy  coal,  of  Jackson  County,  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  State,  as  well  as  some  of  a  fair  quality 
in  other  localities,  gives  us  ground  for  hope  of  yet  finding  coal 
of  a  better  quality  than  much  of  that  which  is  now  mined. 
Certainly,  a  large  amount  of  coal  lately  developed,  in  West- 
em  Indiana,  is  of  a  much  better  quality  than  the  coal  of  Illi- 
nois generally  ;■  and  as  we  have  no  reports  as  yet  of  thorough 
explorations  of  the  counties  in  the  central  and  eastern  part  of 
the  State,  in  the  vicinity  of  where  the  valuable  seams  of  coal  on 
the  Indiana  side  have  been  discovered,  we  have  reason  to  expect 
an  extension  of  them  into  the  eastern  part  of  Illinois.  What- 
ever there  may  be  of  value,  Westera  enterprise  will  develop. 
The  wide  distribution  and  vast  extent  of  the  Illinois  eoal-fleld 
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are  truly  ■wonderful.     Here  coal-fields  are  as  inexhaustible  as 
the  eoil  of  her  fertile  prairies. 

The  United  States  census  of  1870  reports  the  production 
of  coal  in  lUinoia  at  2,629,563  tons.  To  those  accustomed  to 
the  very.  large  production  of  Eastern  mines  near  our  seaboard, 
or  large  cities,  these  figures  may  appear  small,  but  it  should  be 
considered  that  this  is  but  the  infancy  of  the  coal  business  in 
the  "West.  Many  of  the  mines  have  been  opened  a  very  short 
time ;  the  country  is  quite  new,  and  thinly  settled ;  some  of  the 
localities  are  far  in  the  interior,  remote  from  large  towns,  and 
many  of  the  particulars  which  have  been  mentioned  in  this 
chapter  are  given  more  as  indicating  what  we  may  expect 
hereafter,  than  for  their  present  importance. 
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XX. 

WESTERN  KENTUCKY. 

In  the  weBtem  part  of  Kentucky,  tlie  whole  of  ten  counties, 
and.  a  part  of  five  others,  are  embraced  in  the  middle  coal-field 
of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  or  that  which  lies  partly  in  Illinois, 
partly  in  Indiana,  and  partly  in  Kentucky.  The  approximate 
boundaries  of  this  coal-field  are  as  follows :  Commencing  on 
the  Ohio  Eiver  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tradewater  Eiver,  near  the 
line  between  Union  and  Crittenden  Counties,  it  runs  up  the 
valley  of  that  stream,  whose  course  very  nearly  coincides  with 
its  southwestern  limits,  and  forming  the  western  line  of  "Web- 
ster and  Hopkins  Counties.  From  near  the  sources  of  Trade- 
water,  in  the  northern  part  of  Christian  County,  its  southern 
boundary  runs  by  the  head-waters  of  Pond  River,  and  near  the 
line  dividing  Muhlenburg,  Todd,  Logan,  and  Eutler  Counties, 
crossing  Muddy  River  near  its  forks  ;  thence  through  the  south- 
em  part  of  Eutler  County,  crossing  Barren  River  between  the 
mouth  of  Gasper  Eiver  and  the  junction  of  Barren  River  and 
Green  River ;  thence  east,  along  the  divide  between  those  rivers, 
through  Warren  and  Edmondson  Counties,  to  near  the  mouth 
of  Nolia  Creek  ;  thence  nearly  north,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Dis- 
mal Creek,  omitting  an  outUer  rvmning  east  to  the  boundary  of 
Grayson  and  Hart  Counties ;  the  main  boundary  takes  irom 
Dismal  Creek  a  northwesterly  course,  south  of  Grayson  Springs, 
near  the  sources  of  day-Lick  and  Cany  Creeks,  toward  the  Ealls 
of  Rough  Creek ;  thence  north  by  the  sources  of  Panther  Creek, 
nearly  along  the  line  dividing  Hancock  and  Brectenridge  Coun- 
ties, until  it  strikes  the  Ohio  again  at  the  Great  South  Bend, 
near  the  limits  of  the  above  counties.  All  the  territory  included 
between  this  line  and  the  Ohio  River  may  be  ] 
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belonging  to  the  coal-formation.  It  incliidea  the  counties  of 
Union,  Webster,  Hopkins,  Muhlenburg,  Butler,  Hancoclr,  Ohio, 
McLean,  Daviess,  and  Henderson,  and  parts  of  Crittenden,  "War- 
ren, Edmondson,  Grayson,  and  Christian ;  and  by  the  survey 
made  by  Sydney  S.  Lyon,  assistant  geologist,  it  contains  3,888 
square  miles,  making,  with  the  eastern  coal-field,  12,871  square 
miles  in  all,  of  coal  in  Kentucky.     {See  map,  p.  388.) 

There  is  an  extensive  uplift  and  dislocation  of  the  geological 
formation,  breaking  its  continuity  immediately  on  the  Ohio 
River.  It  stretches  from  Gold  Hill,  on  the  Illinois  side,  across 
the  bed  of  the  river  at  Shawneetown,  to  Bald  Hill,  in  Union 
(jdimty,  and  it  has  been  traced  in  a  nearly  east  and  west  course, 
throiigb  the  entire  county  of  Union,  Kentucky ;  then,  with  an 
increased  width,  to  the  east  boundary  of  Henderson  County; 
and  it  is  probable  it  can  be  traced  completely  through  the  coal- 
field. It  has  implicated,  in  its  movements  the  sub-carboniferous 
limestone,  the  millstone  grit,  and  the  entire  coal-formation  which 
lies  in  conformable  dip  on  either  side  of  the  axis.  For  a  limited 
space  along  the  Ohio  Kiver,  this  Shawneetown  fault  has  rent 
asunder  the  coal-measures,  but  in  the  interior  of  Union  County 
the  coal-measures  occur  on  botli  sides  of  the  disturbance. 

Mr.  Sydney  S.  Lyon,  the  assistant  of  Prof,  Owen,  in  making 
the  geological  survey  of  "Western  Kentucky,  fell  into  an  error 
caused  by  this  fault,  in  regard  to  the  number  of  coal-seams,  and 
made  ali  erroneous  division  of  the  coal-measures.  What  were 
designated,  in  the  reports  of  that  survey,  upper  coal-measures, 
and  a  supposed  third  series  of  coal-seams  above  the  upper  coal- 
measures  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  turn  out  to  be  merely  a 
repetition  of  the  lower  coal-measures  of  the  Kentucky  section 
seen  at  another  outcrop,  where  the  shales  have  an  increased 
thickness,  and  have  thus  been  mistaken  for  distinct  beds.  Tims, 
he  doubled  the  thickness  of  the  coal-measures  and  the  number 
of  the  coal-beds.  H.  D.  Rogers,  in  the  final  Pennsylvania 
report,  expressed  a  doubt  whether  an  error  had  not  been  com- 
mitted by  the  explorers  of  this  field,  leading  to  an  over-estimate 
of  the  thickness  of  the  formation.  It  is  a  region  intersected  by 
a  series  of  dislocated  undulations  of  the  strata,  and  by  faults  of  ■ 
considerable  magnitude,  and,  through  one  or  both  of  these 
sources  of  fallacious  measurement,  certain  parts  of  the  coal- 
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measiires  have  ubaneed  to  be  counted  more  than  once.  The 
error  was  discovered  after  the  four  volumes  of  Kentucky  Re- 
ports were  pubhshed,  and  acknowledged  by  the  man  who  made 
them,  but  it  detracts  very  much  from  the  value  of  those  reports, 
and  requires  care,  in  using  them,  to  avoid  these  errors.  The 
study  of  the  coal-field  of  "Western  Kentucky  is,  therefore,  at- 
tended with  unusual  difficulty,  owing  to  these  errors  committed 
by  the  State  geologist,  who  made  the  survey  which  was  con- 
tinued from  the  years  1854  to  1860  : 

"  The  identification  of  the  "Western  coal-beds  has  turned  out 
to  be  one  of  our  most  difficult  and  important  practical  geologi- 
cal problems.  In  the  upper  Ohio  region  it  was  solved  thirty 
years  ago,  and  without  the  aid  of  fossils,  because  the  outcrops 
of  the  large  beds  were  exposed  along  ten  thousand  hill-sides,  and 
could  be  followed  yard  by  yard,  and  mile  by  mile,  from  ravine 
to  ravine,  and  from  basin  to  basin. 

"  But,  in  the  Lower  Ohio,  Mississippi,  and  Missouri  region, 
great  obstacles  were  encountered ;  first,  in  the  small,  or  varying 
size  of  the  beds ;  secondly,  in  the  absence  of  those  heavy  sand- 
rock  strata  which  form  so  marked  a  feature  of  the  Eastern  system  ; 
thirdly,  in  the  low  and  level  character  of  the  country,  which 
keeps  the  horizontal  coal-beds  underground  for  great  distances ; 
and  fourthly,  in  the  covering  of  modern  sands  and  clays  known 
as  the  Northern  Drift.  Owen,  "Worthen,  Winehell,  Swallow, 
Daniels,  and  other  "Western  geologists,  worked  away  for  years 
to  clear  up  the  confusion,  and  construct  the  '  column  of  the 
coal-measures.'  Of  course,  they  made  many  a  mistake  before 
they  got  even  a  general  sketch  correct ;  and  there  is  still  much 
to  be  done  to  make  that  sketch  a  truthful  picture,  sincere  in  all 
its  details.  "Where  it  could  he  done,  they  traced  the  outcrops. 
"When  these  went  under  water-level,  or  were  concealed  by  drift, 
they  used  s^lt-well  borings,  and  the  short  coal-mine  shafts  sunk 
by  individuals  or  companies.  Finally,  they  betook  themselves 
to  the  fossils,  and  received  important  assistance  from  this  source. 
The  work  is  still  going  on.  It  is  in  the  hands  of  a  variety  of 
men,  some  of  greater  and  some  of  less  ability ;  some  experi- 
enced in  that  field,  and  aware  of  past  mistakes,  and  the  rectifi- 
cations of  them  ;  others  new-comers,  not  well  posted  up. 

"  The  most  important  of  all  the  blunders  committed  by  the 
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first  explorers  wns  that  made,  we  believe,  ty  Mr.  Sydney  S. 
Lyon,  and  for  a  time  adopted  by  Mr,  Owen,  because  the  latter 
was  carrying  on  his  own  investigations  at  other  points.  It  waa 
an  immense  blunder.  It  douUed  the  West  Kentucky  coal- 
measure  section — doubled  the  number  of  coal-beds  and  inter- 
vening sand-rocks,  and  threw  every  thing  into  confusion.  The 
European  fancy  for  'faults'  has  not  been  very  mischievous  in 
America.  But,  in  this  case,  Lyon  ignored  a  fault  on  the  Ohio 
Kiver,  near  Henderson,  which  did  the  business.  The  mistake 
was,  however,  discovered,  and  nothing  assisted  to  the  discovery 
more  than  Mr.  Lesquereux's  study  (by  Owen's  orders)  of  the 
East  Kentucky  coals.  This  unfortunate  mistake  retarded  for  a 
time  the  proper  arrangement  of  the  South  Illinois  and  "West 
Indiana  coal-beds.  But  Mr.  Lescjuereux  as  a  paleontologist  is 
not  responsible  for  that.  On  the  contrary,  the  first  identifica- 
tion of  the  beds  at  Daquoin  and  Carlinville  was  correctly  based 
on  the  study  of  the  fossil  plants." —  United  States  JRailroad  mid 
Mining  Begist&r. 

The  same  erroneous  system  is  mentioned  in  Owen's  report 
on  Arkansas,  in  describing  the  general  system  of  coal-measures 
in  the  United  States,  His  report  of  the  first  survey  of  Indiana 
was  also  made  on  the  erroneous  basis  of  the  Kentucky  Report, 
and  the  first  two  volumes  of  the  Illinois  survey  assumed  the 
parallelism  of  the  lUinois  coals  with  those  of  Kentucky,  as 
resented  in  Owen's  reports.  Profs.  Worthen  and  Lesque- 
rcnx,  in  1869,  discovered  the  error,  and  proved  that  there 
in  fact,  but  about  600  feet  of  coal-measures,  and  about  10  se 
of  coal,  large  and  small,  and  these  containing  workable  coal, 
in  Illinois,  only  in  the  lower  300  feet.  The  Anvil  rock-sand- 
stone, of  Kentucky,  proves  to  be  the  same  as  that  which  was 
there  called  the  Mahoning  sandstone,  and  the  coal-beds  between 
them  are  the  same  as  those  below  the  so-called  Mahoning  sand- 
stone. 

Prof.  E.  T.  Cox,  the  State  geologist  of  Indiana,  in  his  re- 
ports for  1869  and  1870,  also  shows  that  there  is  no  natural 
division  in  the  Western  coal-fields  into  upper  and  lower  coals. 
From  observations  made  by  liim,  in  the  same  localities  that 
furnislied  the  data  of  the  Kentucky  reports,  he  finds  the  depth 
of  the  carboniferous  rocks,  in  Union  County,  Kentucky,  only 
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612  feet,  including  the  millstone  grit.  He  found,  too,  three 
coals  of  a  few  inches  in  thickness  below  the  millstone  grit,  and 
above  it,  nine  coal-seams.  The  following  table  shows  the  cor- 
rected section  of  Western  Kentucky,  given  by  Dr.  Cox,  and 
that  by  Prof.  "Worthen  : 


Prof.B.T.Coi. 

F™t.E.ck. 

F«.,  C=.J- 

Prof.  A.  H.  Worthen,  from 
biBtwosectloDB,8imDoH 
Keport,  p.  T. 

F..i,R™t. 

r«,c^ 

Shale  ma  thin  Coal,  No.  e. 

60 
130 

at 

6 

H 

'""'  '^^Lf'"'""'"' 

m 

n 

MlUalone  Grit   

"We  shall  therefore  be  obliged  to  coniine  ourselves,  in  the 
use  of  the  Eeports  on  Western  Kentuclty,  to  snch  portions  of 
them  as  are  known  to  be  correct,  such  as  the  enumeration  of 
coal-beds  found  in  certain  localities,  referring  the  reader  to  the 
very  full  account  given  of  the  IlHnois  and  Indiana  parts  of  the 
same  field,  in  Chapters  XVIII.  and  XIX.,  made  on  the  cor- 
rected basis  of  the  strata  for  such  identification  of  the  seams  of 
coal  as  can  lie  obtained.  This  correction  of  the  Kentucky  se- 
ries of  strati,  reducing  the  number  of  coal-seams  and  the  thick- 
ness of  the  coal-measures,  brings  them  to  correspond  with  the 
general  law  of  a  declining  gradation  westward,  in  respect  to 
both  the  measures  and  coal-Beams,  which  now  appears  to  prevail 
everywhere.  No  workable  suh-conglomerdte  coal  has  been 
found  in  the  coal-field  of  Western  Kentucky,  nor  in  fact  any 
below  the  Bell  or  Tradewater  coal  No.  2  of  the  preceding  sec- 
tions ;  although  in  Eastern  Kentucky  numerous  localities  have 
been  described  in  Chapter  XTV.,  in  Kowan,  Morgan,  Bath, 
Powell,  Estill  and  Pulaski  Counties,  where  one,  sometimes  two, 
and  even  three  workable  beds  of  coal  occur  under  the  conglom- 
erate, all  of  which  underlie  what  are  usually  regarded  as  the  pro- 
ductive coal-measures.     In  the  Western  coal-field  are  four  prin- 
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eipal  seams  of  coal,  being  Nos.  3,  3,  5,  and  7,  of  the  above  sec- 
tions, and,  among  these,  cannel-coals  are  very  common  in  Ken- 
tuety. 

Coal  No.  2  of  the  above  sections  is  mentioned  by  Dr.  Cox, 
in  his  report  of  1869,  as  seen  at  Cannelton,  Indiana,  at  Hawes- 
ville,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  at  Bell  &  Casey's 
mines,  on  Tradewater  River,  a  few  miles  to  the  eastward  of 
Caseyville,  on  the  Ohio  Eiver,  in  Union  Connty,  Kentucky, 
It  is  a  generally-recognized  synchronism  over  a  broad  area  of 
the  coal-measiires,  for  the  first  bed  of  coal  above  the  conglom- 
erate that  is  of  snffieient  thickness  to  he  economically  worked. 
Assuming  this  coal  to  be  correctly  placed,  there  is,  thirty  or 
forty  feet  ahove  it,  a  thin  seam  that  is  nowhere,  over  the  district 
mentioned,  thick  enough  to  be  worked. 

Above  this  are  two  or  three  less  important  coal-seams,  and 
then  near  the  head  of  the  series  is  another  good  workable  bed. 
In  the  Kentucky  Reports  Prof.  Lesquereux  gives  an  interest- 
ing aceoimt  of  the  paleontology,  stratigraphy,  and  distribution 
of  the  coal-seams,  but  their  distribution  he  found  it  difficult  to 
show  satisfactorily.  The  seams  are  all  more  or  less  subject  to 
modifications,  which  alter  their  appearance  even  at  short  dis- 
tances. They  thicken  or  thin  out,  separate  or  multiply.  Oth- 
ers, which  are  generally  found  separated  by  sandstone  or  shales 
of  various  thicknesses,  join  and  become  united  in  a  single  bed 
of  coal. 

Of  the  coals  ahove  the  conglomerate,  the  first,  or  No.  2  of 
the  above  section,  is  the  most  reliable,  and  most  extensively  de- 
veloped in  both  fields  in  Kentneky,  where  it  is  generally  the 
depository  of  oannel-eoal,  and  it  is  also  the  most  variable.  It 
is,  however,  the  most  reliable,  both  as  to  its  thickness,  extent 
and  persistency,  of  any  bed  of  the  whole  range  of  the  lower  coal- 
formation.  A.  coal  in  this  position  apparently  extends  with- 
out interruption,  except  accidental  ones,  over  the  whole  coal- 
fields of  the  United  States.  Its  average  thickness  in  Kentucky 
is  four  to  SIX  feet.  In  this  western  basin  it  generally  has  a 
clay  parting  fi'om  one  to  six  inches  thick,  and  in  the  eastern 
two  or  three,  which  thicken,  disappear,  or  change  their  nature, 
in  the  most  unaccountable  manner.  Prof.  Lesquereux,  whose 
forte  is  paleontology  of  the  coal-measures,  says  the  plants  of  the 
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genus  Lepidodendron  or  seale-trce,  whieli  appear  to  have  bad 
their  greatest  development  at  the  time  of  tlie  formation  of  his 
coal  No.  1  B,  or  No.  2,  of  the  above  sections,  gradually  dimin- 
ished, and  erentuaUj  totally  disappeared,  so  that,  at  the  epoch 
of  the  formation  of  the  npper  workable  coal,  there  was  scarcely 
a  representation  of  this  genus. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  Kentucky  Reports,  with 
the  aid  of  the  corrections  pointed  out  in  those  of  Ulinois  and 
Indiana,  it  appears  to  be  safe  to  say  that  there  are  generally  at 
least  two  good  workable  beds  of  coal  in  the  Western  Kentucky 
coal-measures  above  the  conglomerate,  and  these  are  situated, 
the  one,  the  first  good  seam,  above  the  conglomerate,  and  the 
other  25  or  30  feet  below  the  coarse  sandstone  mentioned, 
which  has  been  variously  cabled  the  Mahoning,  the  Curlew, 
and  the  Anvil-rock,  which  are  now  understood  to  be  one  and 
the  same  thing. 

The  uncertainty  as  to  the  true  position  of  many  of  the  nu- 
merous coal-beds  described  in  the  Kentucky  Reports  of  Prof.  D. 
D.  Owen  and  his  assistants,  renders  it  necessary  to  omit  de- 
scriptions of  many  of  the  smaller  seams.  They  reported  no 
less  than  eighteen  different  beds  of  coal  near  Uniontown,  with 
a  united  thickness  of  43  feet,  divided  into  three  groups,  the 
lower  subdivision  containing  13  feet,  the  middle  24  feet,  and 
the  upper  six  feet.  High  up  in  the  series  another  eoal-ljed  has 
been  opened  in  many  places,  and  extensively  worked  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  western  coal-basin  of  Kentucky,  where  it 
is  generally  3  to  3J  feet,  and  near  the  county  line  of  Hopkins 
and  Christian  Counties  it  is  4^  feet.  The  coal  of  this  seam  is 
of  excellent  quality ;  indeed,  for  domestic  use  and  the  genera- 
tion of  steam,  it  is  one  of  the  best.  It  is  generally  compact  as 
a  seam,  but  sometimes  divided  into  two  by  a  thick  shale  part- 
ing, and  its  average  thickness  is  from  three  to  five  feet.  It  is 
situated  at  the  base  of  a  great,  hard,  mostly  conglomerltic  sand- 
stone, 20  to  100  feet  thick,  containing  large  pieces  of  fossil 
wood.  These  pieces  of  wood  are  not  merely  prints,  but  they 
are  transformed  into  charcoal  or  silicified  trunks.  Tliis  rock 
was  supposed  by  the  Kentucky  geologists  to  be  the  same  as  the 
Mahoning  sandstone  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  Muhlenburg 
County  it  is  75  feet  thick  or  more. 
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The  foUowing  statistics  from  the  fourth  volurae  of  the  Ken- 
tucky Reports  are  of  euch  a  character  as  not  to  be  affected  by 
the  errors  referred  to  in  the  column  of  the  coal-measures.  At 
Bell's  mines,  in  Crittenden  County,  on  the  Tradewater  River, 
coal  ^^"0.  3,  the  first  workable  bed  above  the  conglomerate,  is 
five  feet  thick,  and  it  is  of  the  same  size  at  Casey's  mines  in 
rinion  County,  on  the  west  side  of  the  same  river.  About  50 
feet  above  Bell's  mine  a  seam  of  coal  is  found  two  feet  thick, 
The  greatest  advantage  of  these  localities  is  their  vicinity  to 
the  Ohio  Eiver,  Along  the  Tradewater  Eiver  it  has  been  ex- 
tensively worked,  also  close  to  the  Ohio.  There  are  also  nu- 
merous outcrops,  in  the  interior  of  Union  County,  of  coal  five 
feet  thick, '   Its  production  is  the  largest  in  the  State. 

But  Hopkins  and  Webster  Cotinties,  situated  farther  up  the 
Tradewater  Kiver,  have  in  store  for  the  future  by  far  the  great- 
est provision  of  coal  in  this  western  basin.  Its  wealth  in  this 
mineral  is  truly  beyond  computation.  The  town  ,of  Provi- 
dence, in  Webster  County,  is  at  the  top  of  a  hill,  around  which 
three  beds  of  coal,  each  from  five  to  six  feet,  are  exposed  in 
scarcely  125  feet  of  measures.  In  numerous  localities  these 
outcrops  are  of  easy  access,  and  are  seen  on  the  slopes  of  the 
hills  or  the  bottom  of  the  valleys,  where  they  are  sometimes 
exposed  for  long  distances  in  the  cuts  of  the  creeks.  In  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  county  the  waters  of  Clear,  Lamb, 
Eieliland,  Stewart,  Casey,  and  Pond  Creeks  and  their  numerous 
tributaries,  seem  to  run  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  expose 
thick  coal-banks  along  their  course,  and  to  prepare  gentle 
and  easy  slopes  for  the  mining  and  transportation  of  the  min- 
eral. In  the  same  vicinity  there  is  an  agglomeration  of  small 
mountains,  which  from  the  base  to  the  top  look  like  a  succes- 
sion of  coal,  iron,  and  limestone  strata,  heaped  there  as  an  in- 
ducement to  labor  and  capital.  Until  railroads  are  built  here, 
as  they  might  be  between  nearly  continuous  coal-banks,  a  min- 
eral wealth,  of  more  real  value  than  all  the  gold  of  California, 
must  lie  dormant  in  the  heart  of  a  fertile  country,  from  the 
want  of  easy  communication.  Numerous  localities  are  men- 
tioned in  Hopkins  County,  where  coal-beds,  three,  five,  and 
even  six  feet  thick,  have  been  opened. 

Along  the  southern  edge  of  the  basin  across  Christian, 
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Mublenburg,  and  Butler  Counties,  from  the  moutli  of  Casey 
Creek  on  tlie  Tradewater  RiTer,  as  far  east  as  Morgantown  on 
the  Green  River,  there  are  two  workable  coal-beds  in  close 
proximity,  the  upper  four  to  five  feet,  and  the  lower  one  to  3^ 
feet;  but  many  places  are  mentioned  where  coal  is  found  four, 
five,  and  six  feet  thick.  It  is  only  along  the  Green  River  that 
coal  has  been  worked  with  some  activity,  but  it  is  impossible 
to  make  a  just  appreciation  of  the  mineral  wealth  of  Muhlen- 
burg,  Ohio,  McLean,  Daviess,  Hancock,  and  Breckeuridge  Coun- 
ties. The  difficulties  of  profitably  using  or  transporting  such 
rough  material  as  coal  prevent  even  careful  researches  to  as- 
certain the  extent  and  character  of  these  great  stores  of  fuel. 

By  the  census  reports  of  1870,  the  "Western  Kentucky  coal- 
field produced  115,09i  tons  of  coal,  of  wliieh  Union  County 
mined  67,466  tons,  and  Crittenden  23,600. 
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DuEoiG  tlie  years  1865-'57,  a  State  geological  survey 
of  Iowa  was  conducted  "by  Prof,  James  Hall,  of  Albany, 
New  York,  assisted  by  J.  D.  "Wliitney  and  A.  H.  "Worthen, 
who  became  afterward  the  State  geologists  of  California  and 
Illinois,  respectively.  Their  investigations  were  confined  prin- 
cipally to  the  eastern  half  of  the  State,  and  the  results  were 
published  in  two  volumes.  After  an  interval  of  nearly  ten 
years  the  work  was  resumed,  and  prosecuted  from  1866  till 
1869,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Charles  A.  "Wliite,  whose  report 
is  also  contained  in  two  volumes,  published  in  1870.  Although 
there  is  much  more  to  be  done  at  some  future  time,  yet  both 
these  siirveys  are  very  creditable  to  the  State,  and  give  us  an 
excellent  account  of  the  character  and  extent  of  the  coal-field 
of  Iowa. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  both  of  these  reports,  so  far 
as  they  relate  to  the  coal-region,  the  materials  being  taken  from 
each,  and  arranged  as  they  appeared  to  be  applicable.  The  gen- 
era] geological  series  of  Iowa  is  as  follows,  the  numbers  heing 
in  the  ascending  order : 

TI,  Carboniferous,  Upper,  Middle,  and  Lower,  each  200  feet . . .  600  feet. 

V.    ChesteF  LimesWne,  wanting  in  Iowa, 00  " 

rV.  St.  Louis  Liiueatone 76  " 

III.  Keokuk  Limestone. 80  " 

II,    Lower  and  Upper  Burlington  Limestone. 190  " 

L     Kinderbook  Beds  (Chemung  Group  of  Hall> 17B  " 

Hamilton,  Niagara,  Trenton,  and  Primordial 1,760  " 


Hosted  by 


Google 


448  IOWA. 

The  Chester  limestone  is  not  found  in  Iowa,  but  the  other 
four  suh-earboniferoae  limestones  are  well  developed ;  the 
Keokuk  and  Burlington,  however,  occupy  a  very  limited  area, 
■while  those  above  and  below  them,  the  St.  Louis  and  Kinder- 
hook  beds,  occupy  a  much  larger  area  than  any  of  the  others. 
From  these  faets,_Prof.  White  oiFers  the  following  conclusions  : ' 
That  from  the  Potsdam  period  to  the  close  of  the  Kinderhook 
period,  there  was  a  regular  and  gradual  recession  of  the  sea  to 
the  southward.  In  the  early  part  of  the  Burlington  period, 
there  was  a  very  marked  reeedence  of  the  sea,  so  that  this  lime- 
stone did  not  reach  farther  north  than  Johnson  County.  This 
reeedence  continued  till  the  close  of  the  Keokuk  limestone 
period.  Then  the  St,  Louis  hmestone  sea  reoceupied  nearly 
the  whole  area  formerly  occupied  by  the  Kinderhook  beds.  At 
the  close  of  the  St,  Louis  limestone  epoch,  there  was  so  exten- 
sive a  reeedence  of  the  sea,  that  the  Chester  limestone  did  not 
probably  reach  within  SOO  miles  of  the  southern  limit  of  Iowa, 
At  the  close  of  the  last  snb-carboniferous  epoch,  there  was 
another  remarkable  reoecupancy  of  shallow  seas,  so  that  the 
coal-measures  received  their  first  deposits  not  only  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  St.  Louis  limestone,  but  also  overlapped  upon  the 
Kinderhook  rocks ;  and  doubtless  others  besides,  for  we  have 
no  assurance  that  the  outliers  before  referred  to  were  not  at 
one  time  connected  parts  of  the  great  coal-formation. 

Following  this  regular  recession  of  the  lower  rocks,  the 
divisions  of  the  coal-measures  again  show  the  same  gradual 
recession  to  the  southwest,  together  with  a  similar  general  di- 
rection of  trend  that  the  older  rocks  do.  Thus,  in  the  Iowa 
coal-field,  we  always  find  the  lower  coal-measures  at  the  north 
border ;  next  in  order  come  the  middle,  and  then  the  upper, 
atill  farther  within  the  field.  The  lower  coal-measures  alone 
are  found  along  the  Des  Moines  River,  and  to  the  northward 
and  eastward  of  it.  The  upper  coal-measures  lie  wholly  to  the 
southward  and  westward  of  that  river,  which  passes  through 
the  productive  or  accessible  coal-field  of  Iowa,  as  now  deter- 
mined, near  its  centre.  The  receding  borders  of  the  upper  coal- 
measures  rest  conformably  upon  the  lower  series,  and  do  not 
reach  the  north  and  east  border  of  the  coal-field,  nor  do  they 
'  In  tn  article  in  Silliman'i  Joamal. 
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lap  upon  the  rocks  of  older  date  than  the  lower  coal-n 

as  they  are  supposed  to  do  in  Ehnois,  although  the  lower  coal- 

meaeures  do  rest  on,  lower  rocks  of  different  ages. 

The  stratigraphy  of  the  whole  region  is  very  simple ;  the 
line  of  strike  being  praetieally  east  and  west,  and  the  dip  to 
the  southward,  nearly  coincident  with  the  fall  of  the  streams. 
In  the  lower  half  of  the  coal-field,  particularly  along  the  Des 
Moines  and  Skunk  Eivers,  and  their  branches,  the  valleys  are 
often  fonnd  to  have  been  eroded,  through  the  coal-measures 
exposing  the  St.  Louis  sub-carboniferous  limestone.  But,  in 
Marshall  and  Hardin  Counties,  the  coal  rests  on  the  Kinderhook 
beds.  Thus,  the  want  of  the  Chester  limestone  throughout  the 
field,  and  the  overlapping  of  this  northeast  comer  of  the  field, 
is  the  only  unconformability  of  the  coal-measures  of  the  prin- 
cipal coal-field.  But  we  will  see  there  is  greater  unconforma- 
bility among  the  members  of  the  sub-carboniferous  period.  The 
coal-region  of  Iowa  seems  to  differ  in  no  respect  from  that  of 
'Illinois,  from  which  it  is  only  separated  by  the  river-channel 
of  the  Mississippi,  which  is  a  valley  of  denudation.  Where 
the  coal  outcrops  approach  each  other  as  at  Keokuk,  it  is  quite 
evident  that  the  coals  on  the  two  sides  of  the  river  were  continu- 
ous beds,  the  lower  coal-seam,  as  well  as  the  strata  of  sandstone 
and  shale,  corresponding  in  character  and  thickness.  There  is 
no  evidence  of  the  existence  of  an  anticlinal  axis  along  the 
course  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver.  Neither  is  there  evidence  of 
the  occurrence  of  a  single  fault  or  dislocation  of  the  strata,  either 
in  the  beds  belonging  to  the  coal-measures,  or  in  the  underlying 
limestones.  The  differences  of  level  at  which  the  same  beds 
appear,  at  various  localities,  are  due  rather  to  the  undulations 
of  the  underlying  limestones,  and  the  consequent  irregular 
scrface  upon  which  the  coal-measures  have  been  deposited, 
which  was  formed  into  troughs  and  depressions. 

The  same  peculiarity  which  has  been  mentioned  in  the  de- 
scription of  the  Illinois  coal-field,  is  also  found  in  Iowa,  as  to 
the  coal  measures  resting  uneonformably  upon  successive  strata 
of  the  Lower  Silurian,  Upper  Silurian,  Devonian,  and  Carbon- 
iferous limestone,  such  as  the  Potsdam,  Calciferous,  and  St. 
Peter's  sandstones,  Trenton,  Niagara,  St.  Louis,  and  other 
limestones.  This  renders  it  the  more  difficult  to  follow  out  and 
29 
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determine  the  boundaries  of  the  workable  coal-beds,  as  those 
formations  do  not  correspond  to  the  general  direction  of  the  in- 
ferior groups,  nor  have  they  participated  in  the  general  move- 
ments which  disturbed  and  elevated  those  lower  strata  ;  conse- 
quently no  outline  of  any  one  of  them  will  aid  in  determining 
the  limits  of  the  coal-ibrmation.  The  nature  of  the  country, 
too,  which  is  deeply  covered  with  drift  and  later  deposits,  adds 
to  these  difficulties. 

The  coal-measures  of  Iowa  are  properly  separable  into 
upper,  middle,  and  lower  divisions.  The  lower  and  roost  im- 
portant, being  the  coal-producing  portion,  occiipy  the  surface 
of  an  area  averaging  some  50  miles  in  width,  and  about  175 
miles  in  length,  through  the  middle  of  which  the  Des  Moines 
Eiver  runs  longitudinally  in  a  southeasterly  direction,  from  a 
little  above  Fort  Dodge,  nearly  to  Keobnk.  On  almost  the 
whole  of  this  large  surfeice  coal  may  reasonably  be  sought  for, 
and  has  been  quite  extensively  developed.  To  the  northward 
and  eastward  of  it,  it  is  useless  to  look  for  coal,  except  in 
small  patches,  or  outliers.  To  the  southward  and  westward  of 
this  region  it  is  believed  that  coal  will  be  found  by  sinking 
shafts  to  a  greater  or  less  depth. 

Next,  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  occur  the  middle  coal- 
measures,  overlying  the  lower  in  the  same  general  form,  ap- 
pearing on  the  surface  in  a  tract  extending  in  a  southeasterly 
direction.  It  produces  only  one  or  two  thin,  uncertain  seams 
of  coal. 

Farther  toward  the  southweetem  part  of  Iowa  the  upper 
coal-measures  overlie  the  middle  and  lower,  ocaipying  an  area 
equal  in  extent  to  that  of  the  State  of  Vermont.  These  are 
also  without  valuable  seams  of  coal,  except  a  thin  seam  in  one 
locality ;  so  that  a  large  portion  of  the  Iowa  coal-deposits  seems 
to  be  deeply  buried  at  an  unknown  depth,  thus  giving  greater 
importance  to  that  which  is  accessible. 

The  boundaries  of  the  coal-field  of  Iowa  have  been  well  de- 
fined by  Prof.  Wliite,  on  the  geological  map  accompanying  his 
report.  It  corresponds  nearly  with  the  east  line  of  Van  Buren 
and  Jefferson  Counties,  curving  a  little  eastward  into  Lee,  the 
southeastern  county  of  the  State,  From  the  northeast  comer 
of  Jefferson  County  the  line  pursues  a  nearly  northwest  couree, 
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passing  near  tlie  northwest  corner  of  Keokuk  and  the  north- 
east comer  of  Mahaska  County  to  the  middle  of  the  south  line 
of  Harshall  County.  Then  it  runs  to  a  point  three  or  four 
miles  nortteaet  of  Eldora,  in  Hardin  County  ;  thence  westward 
to  a  point  a  little  north  of  Webster  City,  in  Hamilton  County, 
and  thence  still  farther  westward  to  a  point  a  little  north  of 
Fort  Dodge,  in  Webster  County.  Farther  west  it  is  uncer- 
tain. 

The  line  of  division  between  the  lower  and  middle  coal- 
measures  is  a  nearly  southeasterly  course,  so  as  to  include  in 
the  lower  coal-measures  a  part  of  the  counties  of  Guthrie,  Dal- 
las, "Warren,  Lucas,  and  Appanoosa.  The  area  between  these 
two  boundary-lines  embraces  the  most  important  and  accessible 
portion  of  the  coal-field  of  Iowa,  containing  6,100  square  miles, 
and  the  middle  8,400  miles.  The  thickness  of  the  formation 
of  the  lower  coal-measures  is  estimated  at  about  200  feet.  Be- 
yond, or  eastward,  the  line  first  described,  and  resting  upon 
both  sub- carboniferous  and  Devonian  rocks,  numerous  small 
outliers  of  lower  eoal-measure  strata  exist.  One  of  consider- 
able extent  is  found  resting  upon  the  Devonian  rocks,  and 
reaching  from  Muscatine  nearly  to  Davenport. 

Almost  all  the  coal  of  Iowa  is  found  in  the  lower  and  middle 
coal-measures,  and  much  the  greater  part  in  the  lower,  which 
is  composed  principally  of  sandstones  and  shales,  the  best  beds 
being  found  in  the  lower  part.  This  seems  to  be  a  well  set- 
tled fact,  that  this  lower  series  alone  can  be  properly  desig- 
nated as  the  productive  coal-measures  of  Iowa,  since  the  upper 
series  is  now  understood  to  contain  but  one  bed  of  coal,  the 
maximum  thickness  of  which  is  only  twenty  inches,  and  its 
greatest  development  is  along  the  Kodaway  Kiver. 

The  boundary  between  the  middle  and  upper  coal-measures 
is  described  as  follows :  Draw  a  line  from  the  northwest  comer 
of  Harrison  County,  almost  directly  to  the  middle  of  the  north- 
em  boundary  of  Madison  County;  thence  to  the  middle  of  the 
northern  boundary  of  "Wayne  County ;  thence  to  Centreville, 
and  thence  to  the  south  boundary  of  the  State  along  the  west 
side  of  the  valley  of  Chariton  River.  These  upper  eoal-measures, 
containing  8,500  square  miles,  extend  not  only  to  the  western 
and  southern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  but  also,  with- 
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out  interruption,  far  into  the  States  of  Missouri,  Kebraslca, 
and  Kansas. 

Tlie  sub-carboniferous  formation  of  Iowa  consists  princi- 
pally of  limestone,  with  scarcely  any  carboniferous  matter.  But 
the  lower  coal-measures,  almost  from  their  beginning,  are  sand- 
stone and  shale,  and  among  them  the  beds  of  coal  and  fire-clay. 
In  the  middle  coal-measures  there  is  an  increased  amount  of 
limestone  material,  although  they  are  principally  characterized 
by  shales  and  sandstones.  But,  when  we  come  to  the  upper 
coal-measures,  there  is  another  abrupt  change  from  rocks  com- 
posed of  sand  and  clay,  to  a  formation  as  fully  characterized  by 
limestones  as  any  of  the  formations  of  the  sub-carboniferous 
group. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  Des  Moines  and  the  Iowa  Eivera 
the  coal-beds  are  usually  thin,  rarely  more  than  2f  to  three  feet 
thick,  with  the  exception  of  Martin's  Creek,  near  Hillsboro', 
where  the  two  lower  seams,  one  three  and  tiie  other  four  feet 
thick,  approach  within  10  inches,  so  as  to  be  wrought  as  one 
Beam.  It  seems  quite  probable  that  all  the  coal  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Des  Moines  Eivcr  occurs  in  detached,  isolated 
patches  or  basins,  some  of  them  at  least  of  very  limited  extent, 
and  hounded  by  the  outcroppings  of  the  underlying  limestone. 
If  future  examinations  should  prove  this  to  be  so,  then  Iowa 
must  depend  on  the  region  south  and  west  of  the  Des  Moines 
for  a  future  supply  of  mineral  fuel.  The  great  body  at  least 
of  the  coal-region  of  the  State  is  believed  to  be  to  the  south- 
west of  the  Des  Moines,  where  the  coal-seams  are  believed  to 
be  thicker  and  better  than  along  the  edges  of  the  basin.  There 
are  extensive  districts  on  the  north  side,  over  which  the  super- 
ficial deposits  are  so  deeply  spread  that  but  little  more  can  be 
said  of  it,  than  that  in  all  probability  they  are  in  part  occupied 
by  limited  patches  of  rocks  belonging  to  the  coal-measures,  but 
whether  these  are  workable  beds  of  coal  can  only  be  decided  by 
expensive  explorations,  which  will  be  made  after  the  country  is 
more  thickly  settled. — {SaU.) 

There  seems  to  be  no  regularity,  says  Prof.  Hall,  in  the 
number  or  thickness  of  the  beds  of  coal  in  the  region  exam- 
ined, even  at  localities  which  are  comparatively  near  each 
other,  the  whole  arrangement  of  the  materials  of  the  coal  and 
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the  associated  rocks  indicating  great  irregularities  in  their  modes 
of  deposition,  and  of  the  surface  on  which  their  accumulation 
took  place.  There  appear  to  be,  in  most  of  the  localities  where 
the  rocks  are  best  exposed,  two  beds  of  coal;  and,  when  heat 
developed,  the  heaviest  may  sometimes  reach  five  feet  in  thick- 
ness on  the  Boutli  side  of  the  Des  Moines  River,  but  on  the 
north  side  the  beds  have  rarely  exhibited  that  amount  of  good 
workable  coal.  A  little  west  of  Ottumwa,  on  that  river,  there 
is  a  thickness  of  live  feet  of  good  coal  exposed,  and  probably  a 
second  seam  which  has  not  yet  been  found. 

Prof,  Worden's  report  on  several  counties  lying  on  the  Des 
Moines  River  gives  the  thickness  of  coal  in  many  localities. 
Ascending  the  river,  he  reports  in  Van  Buren  County  two 
seams  of  coal,  one  of  which  is  from  three  to  five  feet  thick. 
In  Jefferson  County  the  beds  are  exceedingly  variable  in  thick- 
ness ;  a  seam  three  feet  thick  at  one  point  may  thin  out  to  as 
many  inches  in  a  distance  of  two  or  three  miles,  or  perhaps  en- 
tirely disappear,  and  appear  to  be  very  irregularly  deposited. 
The  lower  seam  is  the  most  reliable,  and  contains  less  sulphu- 
ret  of  iron  in  this  county  than  almost  any  other  found  in  the 
State.  Farther  up  the  Des  Moines,  "Wapello  County  is  nearly 
wholly  underlaid  by  at  least  two  coal-seams,  averaging  from 
two  to  five  feet  thick  each.  Above  this  the  exposures  of  rock 
were  not  satisfactory  in  1857,  and  no  good  section  could  be  ob- 
tained, and  the  coal-measures  are  not  seen  in  going  northward, 
until  we  pass  Marietta  in  Marshall  County,  but  the  coal-series 
probably  covera  nearly  all  Jasper  and  Hardin  Counties.  In 
the  vicinity  of  Eldora,  in  Hardin  County,  coal  is  mined  from 
seams  3^  to  four  feet  thick.  Numerous  other  details  are  given 
of  the  coal-seams,  as  exposed  in  many  places  along  the  Des 
Moines  River,  of  thicknesses  from  one  to  three  feet,  and  some- 
times four  or  five,  and  in  a  few  localities  as  much  as  six  or 
seven  feet.  What  has  been  stated  will  give  a  general  idea  of 
the  Iowa  coal-region  at  the  time  of  Prof.  Hall's  report,  but 
at  that  date  it  was  considered  premature  to  attempt  to  esti- 
mate the  number  of  square  miles  occupied  by  workable  coal- 
beds,  or  to  give  an  approximation  to  their  average  thick- 
ness, or  even  a  general  account  of  the  coal-bearing  strata  of 
Iowa. 
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The  coal-produoing  counties  of  Iowa,  by  Prof.  "VVTiite's  re- 
port, are  those  on  each  side  of  the  Des  Moines  Kiver,  from  Fort 
Dodge  in  a  southeastei'ly  direction,  to  the  Mississippi  Kiver. 
In  Webster  County,  at  least  three  distinct  bods  of  coal  have 
been  identified,  of  which  the  upper  one  is  the  thickest,  purest, 
and  consequently  the  most  valuable.  They  are  accessible  along 
the  Des  Moines  Valley  and  its  tributary  creeks,  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  they  may  be  reached  by  shafts  from  the  prairie 
surfaces  over  four-fifths  of  the  county,  whieh  is  occupied  by  the 
lower  coal-measures.  One  of  these  beds,  perhaps  the  lowest, 
has  been  for  some  time  successfully  mined  at  Fort  Dodge,  but 
the  best  and  most  abundant  -supply  is  obtained  four  or  five 
miles  below  the  city.  The  principal  bed  worked  there  measures 
from  five  to  six  feet  in  thickness.  This  promises  to  prove  the 
vicinity  of  Fort  Dodge  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  portions 
of  the  Iowa  coal-field,  notwithstanding  its  close  proximity  to  the 
border.  This  bed  alone  will  furnish  immense  quantities  of  coal, 
both  for  local  use  and  for  shipment. 

In  Hamilton  County  only  one  valuable  bed  of  coal  was 
satisfactorily  made  out  by  Prof.  White,  which  was  four  feet 
thick  at  its  natural  exposures.  The  productive  coal-measures 
occupy  the  greater  part  of  the  county.  In  Hardin  County,  a 
workable  bed  of  coal  has  been  found  at  Eldora  only,  but  the 
coal-measure  strata  are  found  exposed  in  the  valley  of  the  Iowa 
Kiver  at  intervals  from  the  point  where  it  enters  to  where  it 
leaves  the  county.  The  bed  of  coal  is  four  feet  thick,  and  the 
mines  at  Eldora  are  of  great  importance  and  value,  being  on  an 
extensive  scale  for  this  country,  and  shipping  much  coal  upon 
the  Central  Kailroad  of  Iowa,  and  the  Dubuque  &  Sioux  City 
Kailroad.  Aside  from  the  intrinsic  value  of  these  mines,  the 
importance  of  the  region  is  much  enhanced  by  being  the  most 
northeasterly  one  within  which  coal  has  been  or  is  likely  to  be 
obtained.  Some  excellent  potteries  are  established  at  Eldora, 
using  the  fire-clay  from  the  bed  which  underlies  the  coal. 

The  whole  of  Boone  County  lies  quite  within  the  limits  of 
the  Iowa  coal-field,  yet,  owing  to  the  great  depth  of  the  drift, 
coal  has  actually  been  discovered  at  only  a  few  points  near  its 
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centre.  Coal  haa  been  extensively  worked  near  Boonsboro' 
and  Jkloingona,  upon  the  line  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
Eailway,  all  the  mines  being  opened  in  the  valley-sidea  of  the 
Des  Moines  Eiver  and  Hovey  Creek,  one  of  it8  tributaries. 
There  are  two  diatinct  beds  of  coal  known  and  rained  here,  the 
principal  one,  being  the  lowest,  is  about  four  feet  thick,  and  the 
upper  one  2^  to  3  feet  thick,  the  quality  of  the  coal  in  both 
being  the  same.  These  being  the  only  mines  yet  opened  on 
the  line  of  that  railway  in  Iowa,  they  are  of  great  value  and 
importance.  There  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  these,  or 
other  beds  of  coal,  may  yet  be  reached  by  sinliing  shafts  upon 
the  prairie  surfaces  of  different  parts  of  the  county  at  a  com- 
paratively moderate  depth.     Production  in  ISYO,  42,143  tons. 

In  Story  County,  east  of  Boone,  no  workable  bed  of  coal 
has  as  yet  been  discovered.  The  indications  are,  that  the  base 
of  the  coal-measures  is  not  far  from  the  surface,  but  there  is  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  a  workable  thickness  may  yet  be  found 
within  its  limits.  In  Marshall  County,  east  of  Story,  all  the 
coal  will  be  at  a  comparatively  slight  depth,  and  it  will  only  be 
found  in  tie  western  and  southwestern  part  of  the  county. 

At  Des  Moines,  the  capital  of  Iowa,  coal  is  extensively 
mined  at  several  points  near  the  place,  suppljang  that  whole 
city  and  vicinity,  the  railroad  companies  for  their  own  use,  and 
also  a  considerable  quantity  for  shipment.  These  mines  are  all 
opened  in  the  valley-side  of  the  Des  Moines  Kiver,  and  are  all 
in  the  same  bed,  consisting  of  three  separate  seams  which  have 
here  come  bo  closely  together  that  they  are  readily  mined  like 
one  bed,  either  one  of  which  would  be  too  thin  for  profitable 
working  if  alone.  This  compound  bed  has  been  recognized  as 
far  west  of  Des  Moines  as  Hedfield,  in  Dallas  County,  and  as 
far  southward  as  Indianola,  in  Warren  Ooimty.  Polk  County 
is  nearly  centrally  located  among  the  coal  counties  of  Iowa,  and 
large  quantities  of  coal  may  be  reasonably  assumed  to  exist 
beneath  its  surface.     Production  in  1870,  45,600  tons. 

East  of  Polk  is  Jasper  County,  another  of  the  coal-producing 
counties.  The  coal  is  quite  extensively  mined  near  the  central 
portion  of  this  county  at  several  points  a  few  miles  southward 
and  westward  from  Newton,  the  county-seat.  The  coal-seam  is 
about  four  feet  thick,  and  the  coal  produced  is  of  a  g( 
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quality.  The  county  lies  quite  within  the  recognized  limits  of 
the  coal-field,  and  large  eupplies  of  coal  may  be  reasonably  relied 
upon  for  the  future.     Production  in  1870,  20,730  tons. 

Warren  County,  south  of  Polk,  Prof.  White  thinks,  will 
some  day  rank  among  the  best  coal  counties  of  the  State.  This, 
together  with  the  two  other  counties  immediately  east  of  it, 
Marion  and  Mahaska,  seem  to  be,  probably,  the  very  best  coal 
counties  of  Iowa. 

In  Marion  County,  except  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
Des  Moines  Eiver,  a  shaft  200  to  300  feet  deep  could  hardly 
fail  to  pass  through  one  or  more  coal-beds,  and  at  least  three 
different  beds  of  coal  exist  in  the  county.  Prof.  AVhite  men- 
tions numerous  mines  and  natural  exposures  of  coal  within  the 
county,  showing  some  beds  of  remarkable  size.  Kear  Pella  and 
Otley  Stations,  on  the  Des  Moines  Yalley  Kailway,  numerous 
mines  have  been  opened  in  beds  of  coal  varying  from  four  to 
six  feet  in  thickness ;  occasionally  seven,  and  in  one  instance  in 
this  county  ten  feet  of  coal  has  been  found,  and  there  is  hardly 
a  Hmit  to  the  number  of  mines  that  could  be  conveniently 
opened  in  Marion  County. 

Mahaska  County,  which  is  situated  east  of  Marion,  is  quite 
as  important  as  regards  its  supply  of  coal,  and  it  is  much  in 
advance  of  any  of  the  others  in  its  annual  production  of  coal. 
At  Oskaloosa  station,  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  town,  which 
is  99  miles  from  Keokuli,  on  the  Dea  Moines  Valley  ^Railroad, 
the  most  important  coal-mines  yet  opened  in  the  State  are 
located,  the  coal  presenting  a  thickness  of  from  five  to  nearly 
eight  feet  in  thickness.  Prof.  "White  also  describes  other  mines 
in  various  parts  of  Mahaska  County,  with  a  thickness  of  four 
to  five  and  a  half  feet. 

Keokuk  County  lies  near  the  eastern  border  of  the  coal- 
field, where  the  coal-formation  would  naturally  be  expected  to 
be  thinner.  However,  some  good  mines  are  already  opened 
there. 

The  northern  part  of  Monroe  County,  the  principal  part  of 
Marion,  the  southern  part  of  Mahaska,  and  the  northwestern 
corner  of  Wapello  Counties,  constitute  what  is  now  regarded 
as  the  finest  part  of  the  Iowa  coal-field.  Coal-beds,  from  four 
to  five  feet  thick,  are  opened  in  the  northern  and  eastern  part 
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of  tlie  county  of  Monroe.  In  other  parts  of  Monroe  County, 
tlie  middle  coal-measures  are  fonnd  resting  upon  the  lower, 
and  tliese  contain  thinner  coal-seams  than  the  latter. 

Wapello  County,  in  which  Otturawa  is  situated,  where  the 
Burlington  &  SfisBOuri  Eiver  Railroad  crosses  the  Des  Moines 
Valley  Railroad,  ranks  second  only  to  Mahaska  County,  at 
present,  as  regards  the  amount  of  coal  annnally  mined.  In  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  city  of  Ottnmwa,  several  mines  are 
opened  in  apparently  two  separate  Beams ;  hut  they  are  both 
rather  thin,  and  the  quality  of  coal  inferior. 

Four  or  five  miles  from  Ottumwa,  mines  are  opened  in  a 
four-foot  bed,  and  many  others  are  mentioned  by  Prof,  White 
in  this  county,  on  beds  of  coal  from  four  to  five  feet  thick.  At 
Alpine  station,  on  the  Des  Mcjines  Valley  Railroad,  are  exten- 
sive mines  opened,  from  which  large  quantities  of  coal  are 
shipped  on  the  railroad. 

In  Appanoose  County,  south  of  Monroe,  and  next  to  the 
Missouri  line,  coal  has  not  been  worked  to  any  extent,  but 
there  is  good  reason  to  believe  it  exists  beneath  its  surface  in 
large  quantities.  The  same  remark  applies  to  Davis  County, 
which  is  east  of  Appanoose,  but  there  are  few  natural  ex- 
posures. 

Van  Euren  County  is  one  of  those  within  which  coal  was 
first  discovered  ;  consequently  some  of  the  oldest  coal-mines  in 
the  State  are  located  here.  In  the  southeast  corner  of  the 
State,  mines  have  long  been  opened  in  seams  from  three  and  a 
half  to  four  feet  thick,  and  the  many  openings  made  in  the 
coal-beds  of  other  parts  of  this  county  show  that  very  large 
quantities  of  coal  exist  in  Van  Buren  County,  but,  there  being 
a  competition  witli  the  mines  at  Oskaloosa,  and  the  demand 
being  limited,  some  of  the  mines  in  this  county  are  not  oper- 
ated. 

Jefferson  County,  north  of  Van  Buren,  is  alsO  a  coal-pro- 
ducing county.  At  Ooveport,  ten  miles  eastward  from  Fair- 
field, also  at  a  number  of  points  all  around  Fairfield,  numerous 
mines  have  been  opened,  and  from  some  of  them  much  coal  is 
shipped  by  railroad. 

The  coal-field  extends  into  the  southwestern  comer  of 
Washington   County,  and   several   countiee  west  of  the  Dea 
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Moinea  Kiver,  not  here  meutiond,  are  well  known  to  contain 
coal. 

There  is,  also,  in  Muscatine  and  Scott  Coanties,  a  remark- 
ahlj  large  outlier  of  coal  resting  upon  Devonian  strata,  and 
extending  from  Muscatine  nearly  to  Davenport.  It  contains  a 
single  bed,  seldom  exceeding  three  feet  in  thickness,  but  of 
great  local  value. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  Des  Moines  Biver,  in  Guthrie  and 
Dallas  Counties,  the  lower  coal-measure  strata  are  seen  to  pass 
beneath  those  of  the  middle  formation,  and  it  is  only  southerly 
and  southeasterly  from  here  tliat  we  find  the  middle  eoal-meas- 
nres  on  the  surface.  The  line  dividing  these  two  formations 
rims  from  near  the  northeast  comer  of  Gutlirie  County,  in  a 
Boutheasterly  course,  to  the  Missouri  Kiver. 

The  middle  coal-measures,  containing  only  some  thin  coal- 
seams,  next  occupy  a  small,  narrow  region  only,  and  are  suc- 
ceeded by  the  upper  coal-measures,  which  unfortunately  cover 
a  large  area  in  Southwestern  Iowa,  comprising  thirteen  whole 
counties,  together  with  parts  of  seven  or  eight  others  adjoining. 

This  ujjper  coal-measure  formation  is  characterized  by  a 
return  to  limestone  formation,  very  similar  to  that  found  below 
the  coal-measures.  It  may  be  considered  as  destitute  of  coal, 
for,  although  it  contains  layers  of  carbonaceous  material,  they 
are  too  impure  for  fuel,  except  in  the  valley  of  the  Nodaway 
Kiver,  in  the  counties  of  Adair,  Montgomery,  Taylor,  and 
Page,  where  is  found  a  thin  seam  of  coal  of  very  fair  quality, 
but  never  exceeding  twenty  inches  in  thickness. 

As  to  the  important  question  of  how  far  beneath  the  sur- 
face, at  any  given  point  in  Southwestern  Iowa,  the  workable 
coal-beds  lie,  Prof.  "White  remarks  that  it  may  be  regarded  as 
certain  that  the  lower  and  middle  coal-measures  extend  be- 
neath the  unproductive  upper  coal-measures  to  the  western 
and  southwestern  parts  of  the  State ;  and  further,  that,  as  all 
the  coal-measure  formations  thin  out  to  the  nortiiward  and 
eastward,  we  might  infer  a  similar  thinning  out  toward  the 
west,  and  that  allowance  must  also  be  made  for  a  very  nat- 
ural thiekeniug  of  the  upper  or  barren  coal-measures  toward 
the  west.  He  estimates  that  a  shaft  1,000  feet  deep  would  pass 
through  all  the  coal-measure  strata  within  the  State  of  Iowa. 
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The  State  census  of  1868  shows  an  annual  production  of 
coal  in  Iowa  for  that  year  of  241,490  toes,  of  which  roore  than 
200,000  was  in  the  eight  counties  of  Boone,  Mahaska,  Wapello, 
Polk,  Jefferson,  Marion,  Scott,  and  Jasper,  this  being  the  or- 
der as  to  production.  The  United  States  census  of  1870  shows 
the  production  of  the  previous  year  to  have  been  263,487  tons. 
In  the  Iowa  Report,  Prof,  Hall  describes'a  geological  phenom- 
enon of  frequent  occurrence  there,  consisting  of  numerous  fis- 
anrea  and  cavernous  openings  in  the  limestone-rocks,  much  below 
the  coal-measures,  made  by  running  water,  and  afterward  tilled 
with  the  same  successive  beds  as  the  coal-measures,  sandstone, 
tire-clay,  and  coal,  the  materials  having  been  forced  through  an 
opening  in  the  roof  of  the  cavity  in  regular  succession,  just  as 
they  were  formed  in  their  proper  placea  outside  and  above. 
There  is  no  mingling  of  the  materials,  but  each  in  its  turn 
seems  to  have  been  filtered  through  the  tissure  by  hydrostatic 
pressure  while  in  a  semi-fluid  state,  and  the  laminations  con- 
form to  the  curvatures  and  irregularities  of  the  roof  and  floor 
of  the  ancient  caverns  which  they  occupy. 

Qvality  of  the  Coal  (Hall). — The  coals  of  Iowa  are  all  of 
the  bituminous  class.  They  are  fat,  adhesive,  and  close-burn- 
ing, the  coke  melting  down  into  a  solid  mass,  and  therefore  re- 
quiring frequent  stirring  to  effect  a  complete  combustion. 
There  is  no  essential  difference  between*  the  average  of  Iowa 
coale  and  of  those  of  Illinois.  They  contain  from  35  to  40  per 
cent,  of  volatile  bituminous  matter,  and  from  45  to  50  of 
fixed  carbon,  and  the  amount  of  ashes  varies  from  1  to  20 
per  cent.,  but  in  the  better  class  of  coals  it  does  not  usually 
much  exceed  5  per  cent.  The  amount  of  water  in  the  dif- 
ferent coals  examined  varies  from  3  to  15  per  cent.  The 
epecimens  obtained  from  the  edge  of  the  basin  evidently  con- 
tained more  water  than  those  obtained  farther  to  the  south- 
west. This  is  undoubtedly  owing  to  the  greater  solidity  of 
the  coal,  when  it  occurs  in  large  beds,  and  has  been  pressed 
down  by  a  heavier  weight  of  superincumbent  rock.  The  slow- 
ness with  which  these  "Western  coals  part  with  the  moisture 
which  they  contain,  and  which  appears  to  be  only  mechanically 
mingled  with  the  carbonaceous  matter,  is  indeed  surprising,  A 
sample  of  coal  from  the  Big  Muddy  River,  in  Illinois,  -which 
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was  collected  in  1852,  and  had  remained  in  a  dry  place  for  five 
years,  was  found  to  contain  5.37  per  cent,  of  water  on  being 
dried  at  212°.  A  sample  from  Kock  Island,  taken  from  the 
bed  in  September,  and  analyzed  in  November,  1856,  was  found 
still  to  contain  7.96  per  cent,  of  water,  but,  after  having  re- 
mained another  year  in  a  dry  ai.d  warm  room,  exposed  to  the 
air,  it  was  ascertained  to  have  parted  with  over  half  of  its  hy- 
grometrie  moisture,  losing  at  that  time  only  3.44  per  cent,  by 
exposure  to  a  temperature  of  212°.  Another  sample,  from 
Webster  Oouiity,  after  remaining  about  two  months  exposed 
to  a  summer  temperature  in  a  dry  room,  gave  14.95  per  cent, 
of  water ;  the  same,  after  remaining  a  further  period  of  six 
months,  under  the  same  conditions  of  dryness,  contained  only 
6.6  per  cent,  of  moisture. 

Prof.  White  reports  the  proximate  analysis  of  64  samples 
of  Iowa  coals  from  fifteen  counties,  showing  an  average  of  the 
whole  as  follows  :  Moisture,  8.57 ;  volatile  combustible,  39.24 ; 
fixed  carbon,  45,42;  and  aslies,  6.77  per  cent.  The  moisture 
varied  from  4.61  to  12.84  per. cent.;  the  volatile  combustible 
from  31,85  to  44.41  per  cent ;  the  fixed  carbon,  omitting  a  sin- 
gle sample,  from  42.38  to  49.55  per  cent,;  and  the  ash  from 
2.16  to  15.97,  but  with  two  exceptions  the  ash  did  not  exceed 
five  or  six  per  cent. 

The  amount  of  ash  is  almost  the  same  as  in  the  average  of 
a  large  number  of  samples  of  Illinois  eoala,  but  the  amount  of 
fixed  carbon  is  largely  in  favor  of  the  Illinois  coals. 

In  regard  to  the  practical  application  of  analysis  to  the  val- 
uation of  eoala.  Dr.  White  makes  the  following  statements: 
"  1,  The  value  of  coal  as  fuel  is  inversely  proportional  to  the 
amount  of  moisture  it  contains;  that  is,  the  more  water  it  con- 
tains the  less  is  its  value.  The  moisture  is  a  damage  to  the 
coal,  not  only  because  it  takes  the  place  of  what  might  other- 
wise be  occupied  by  combustible  matter,  but  also  because  it  re- 
quires some  of  the  heat  generated  by  the  burning  of  the  com- 
bustible matter  to  transform  it  into  steam,  and  thus  to  expel  it. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  presence  of  large  quantities  of 
moisture  in  coal  seriously  impairs  its  value,  2.  The  greater 
the  percentage  of  ash  the  less  is  the  value  of  the  coal.  3,  The 
more  fixed  carbon  which  the  coal  contains,  the  greater  is  its 
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value,  i.  The  same  holds  good  with  regard  to  the  volatile 
combustible  matter,  to  a  limited  extent,  the  precise  limits  of 
which  cannot  be  determined  until  we  know  the  composition  of 
this  combustible  matter," 

Sul/phv/r. — In  a  practical  point  of  view,  however,  the  most 
important  question,  says  Dr.  Hall,  in  regard  to  the  condition 
of  the  "Western  coals,  is  the  quantity  of  sulphuret  of  iron  or 
pyrites  mechanically  mixed  with  the  coal,  the  amount  being 
frequently  so  considerable  as  to  materially  impair  its  value. 
There  is  also  often  more  or  less  gypsum,  and  occasionally  car- 
bonate of  lime,  present  in  the  coal,  the  gypsum  and  pyrites  be- 
ing frequently  associated  together,  and  forming  thin  plates, 
filling  the  joints  of  the  coal.  The  presence  of  these  substances 
renders  the  coal  unpleasant  to  burn,  and  injurious  in  its  effects 
on  the  metals  in  contact  with  which  it  is  ignited.  Besides  this, 
those  coals  which  contain  pyrites  and  gypsum  cannot  be  kept 
for  any  considerable  length  of  time,  or  transported  to  any  dis- 
tance, without  losing  much  of  their  value  by  slacking  or  crum- 
bling into  small  fragments.  The  quantity  of  these  delete- 
rious substances  disseminated  through  the  coal  is  so  variable  in 
different  portions  of  the  same  bed,  and  even  in  samples  taken 
from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  each  other,  that  a  more  reliable 
opinion  could  be  obtained  from  an  inspection  of  a  large  quan- 
tity of  the  coal  lying  at  the  mine,  than  from  an  analytical  ex- 
amination, which  is  necessarily  confined  to  a  small  quantity. 
Much  of  the  Iowa  coal  is  evidently  of  an  inferior  quahty,  ow- 
ing to  the  presence  of  so  large  a  quantity  of  sulphur,  moisture, 
and  other  impurities. 

Does  the  Coal-Fidd  extend  west  of  Iowa? — As  Iowa  is  the 
farthest  Northwestern  State  that  contains  an  extensive  coal- 
region,  it  is  a  suitable  point  from  which  to  take  a  look  west- 
ward, and  to  inquire  as  to  the  probability  of  further  discoveries 
of  a  similar  character  beyond  the  northern  and  western  margin 
of  her  coal-basin.  Prof.  Hall,  in  the  Iowa  Report,  discusses  this 
question,  and,  after  noticing  the  important  limestone  formation 
everywhere  associated  with  the  coal-measures  of  the  West,  and 
the  thinning  out  of  the  sandstones  and  mud-rocks  of  the  East, 
he  is  forced  to  the  conclusion  of  the  ultimate  disappearance  of 
the  eoal-measurea  in  a  western  direction  also. 
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In  Southeastern  Ohio  and  the  adjacent  parte  of  Pennsylva^ 
nia  and  Virginia,  thin  heds  of  limestone  are  found  associated 
with  the  coal-measures.  One  or  more  of  these  bands  extend 
westward  over  a  large  area  through  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinoie, 
Iowa,  Missouri,  Kansas,  and  Nebraska,  with  a  constant  in- 
crease in  thickness  and  importance  as  we  pass  westward, 
while  there  is  a  palpable  diminution  in  the  thickness  of  the 
sedimentary  rocks,  or  the  shales  and  sandstones  of  the  coal- 
measures.  The  Western  coal-measures  thin  out  to  one-tenth 
or  one-eighth  of  the  thickness  they  have  in  Pennsylvania. 
This  alone  should  prepare  us  to  find  ultimately  that  the  pro- 
ductive part  of  the  coal-measures  would  also  thin  out  in  great 
part,  or  entirely,  in  that  direction.  Tracing  the  limestone 
westward,  we  find  that,  from  being  sabordinate  to  the  coal- 
measnres  proper,  the  latter  become  subordinate  to '  the  lime- 
stone, and  still  farther  west  it  is  a  vast  limestone  formation, 
thousands  of  feet  in  thickness,  the  product  of  a  wide  and  deep 
ocean.  Eat  the  conditions  favorable  to  the  production  of  an 
extensive  deposit  of  marine  limestone  are  not  such  as  usually 
accompany  the  production  of  coal.  Land-plants  in  excessive 
growth,  and  shells  such  as  are  found  in  shallow  water,  are  fonnd 
in  the  strata  accompanying  coal.  During  the  oscillations  which 
have  occurred  during  the  coal-period,  the  waters  of  the  ocean 
which  covered  the  JMississippi  Valley  invaded  the  Western  coal- 
fields as  far  northward  and  eastward  as  the  northeastern  part 
of  Ohio,  and  formed  there  limestones.  But,  as  the  waters  deep- 
ened toward  the  west  and  southwest,  the  conditions  were  never 
such  33  to  admit  of  the  production  of  coal-plants  and  such  ma^ 
terials  as  make  up  the  coal-measures. 

In  the  East,  on  the  contrary,  we  have  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  dry  land  existed  near  our  ptesent  continent  from 
the  earliest  geological  times.  The  Potsdam  sandstone  was  a 
universal  formation,  which  spreads  everywhere  over  the  entire 
breadth  of  the  continent,  from  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the 
Atlantic.  Subsequent  to  this,  however,  every  one  of  the  sedi- 
mentary formations  indicates  the  proximity  of  land  on  the  east. 
The  Hudson  Kiver,  the  Clinton,  and  other  groups,  the  Hamil- 
ton, Chemung,  and  Catskill,  all  indicate  proximity  to  land,  or 
the  course  of  strong  currents  in  the  East,  while,  in  the  West 
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they  die  out  into  beds  which,  in  their  size  and  materiala,  indi- 
cate great  distance  from  land,  and  a  qaiet  ocean.  This  whole 
series  of  the  Upper  Silurian  formations,  forming  a  vast  accumu- 
lation of  land-derived  materials  of  4,000  to  6,000  feet  in  Penn- 
sylvania, says  Prof.  Hall,  has  diminished  here  to  less  than  200 
feet  of  deposits  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  all  these 
rparbed  by  marine  fossils  only,  and  the  Hudson  Eiyer  and 
Oneida  conglomerate  from  7,800  feet  to  100  feet,  "We  there- 
fore, he  says,  cannot  expect  the  coal-formation,  with  its  land- 
derived  materials,  and  its  abundant  land-plants,  wiil  prove  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule. 

It  would  therefore  appear  that,  from  the  earliest  Silurian 
times,  the  great  "West,  or  the  region  of  the  Kocby  Mountains, 
has  been  an  ocean,  not  only  to  the  close  of  the  Carboniferous 
period,  but  etill  later,  showing  no  evidences  of  dry  land  till  the 
Cretaceous  era.  It  was  a  little  later  in  the  Cretaceous,  or  ear- 
lier Tertiary  period,  that  the  far  Western  continental  flora  have 
been  developed  over  the  same  area  to  a  remarkable  degree, 
producing  the  materials  of  the  great  Oretacean  or  Tertiary  eoal- 
lields  of  the  Eocky  Mountains. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  part  of  the  country  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi being  elevated  and  finished,  rock-making  here  ceased, 
while  a  vast  amount  of  the  later  formations  were  formed  along 
the  line  of  the  Eocky  Mountains,  from  one  end  of  the  continent 
to  the  other,  including  another  larger,  newer  coal-region,  pro- 
ducing a  different  species  of  fuel. 
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The  following  article,  on  the  possibility  of  finding  workable 
beds  of  coal  in  Xebraska,  was  published  in  SiUvman''s  Journal 
for  May,  1868,  and  is  from  the  pen  of  Prof,  F.  V,  Hayden,  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  American  geologists,  who,  since  1853, 
has  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  time  to  the  development  of 
the  geology  of  the  great  region  drained  by  the  Mississippi  River 
and  its  tributaries.  During  that  period  he  has  personally  ex- 
plored the  greater  part  of  the  Territories  of  Kansas,  Nebraska, 
Dakota,  Montana,  Idaho,  Colorado,  Utah,  and  New  Mexico, 
and,  as  United  States  Geologist,  he  is  making  further  examina- 
tions throughout  our  "Western  Territories. 

During  the  geological  survey  made  by  him  in  1867,  the 
greatest  interest  was  felt  by  the  people  in  the  question  of  the 
existence  of  workable  beds  of  coal  in  Nebraska,  from  the  fact 
that  nearly  all  the  State  is  a  treeless  prairie,  A  bed  of  coal 
of  even  moderate  thickness,  at  a  reasonable  depth,  would  be 
of  inestimable  value,  and  the  solution  of  this  problem  seemed 
to  be  the  most  important  one  of  the  survey. 

It  is  now  pretty  well  proved  that  in  the  upper  coal-measures 
of  the  "West  there  are  no  workable  beds  of  coal,  and  that,  while 
thin  seams  occur  in  many  places,  they  never  attain  a  thickness 
of  more  than  3  or  2^  feet.  It  is  also  now  known  that  aU  the 
carboniferous  rocks  of  Nebraska  belong  to  the  npper  coal- 
measures,  or  Permo-carboniferous,  and  that  even  these  rocks 
occupy  but  a  small  area  in  the  southeastern  portion  of  this 
State.  In  ascending  the  Missouri,  they  pass  beneath  the  water- 
level  of  the  river  near  De  Soto,  about  30  miles  above  Omaha. 
The  area  occupied  by  them  widens  southward ;  but  it  forms 
only  a  narrow  strip,  hardly  two  counties  wide,  even  at  the 
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eouth  boundary  of  the  State.'  Overlying  the  upper  coal-ineas- 
ure  rocks  are  a  series  of  Permio-carboniferons  beds,  which  are 
found  in  Kansas,  a  portion  of  the  coal-meaeure  fossils  passing 
up  through  them,  and  Permian  types  passing  down.  Still  hold- 
ing a  higher  position,  especially  in  the  valleys  of  the  Big  and 
Little  Blue  Eivers,  are  some  beds  of  yellow,  soft,  magnesian 
limestone,  whicli  seem  to  be  only  a  northern  extension  of  what 
Meet  and  Hayden  regarded  as  Permian  in  Kansas.  Overlying 
these  are  the  Cretaceous  rocks,  especially  west  by  north  of  the 
Dakota  group.  There  is,  however,  no  break  in  the  order  of 
sequence  of  the  beds  from  the  coal-measures  to  the  summit  of 
the  Permian.  The  true  Permian,  however,  does  not  occur  in 
Nebraska,  or,  if  it  does,  it  is  found  only  in  isolated  areas. 

Prof.  Hayden  then  goes  on  to  mention  the  different  out- 
croppingB  of  coal  in  various  portions  of  the  State,  because  their 
esistence  seemed  to  the  people  to  promise  better  things.  The 
consequence  has  been,  tliat  much  more  money  has  been  spent 
in  the  useless  search  for  coal  in  ^Nebraska,  than  the  cost  of  a 
geological  survey  for  years. 

!Near  Nebraska  City,  on  the  Missouri,  an  outcropping,  about 
eight  inches  thick,  has  attracted  some  attention.  It  has  been 
wrought  by  drifting-in  a  distance  of  300  yards  or  more,  and 
several  thousand  bushels  of  pretty  good  coal  have  been  taken 
from  it.  At  Brownsville  there  is  a  seam  of  coal,  probably  hold- 
ing a  lower  position  than  the  one  at  Nebraska  City,  which  is 
accompanied  by  several  species  of  plants  peculiar  to  the  upper 
coal-measures.  The  seam  is  from  four  to  six  inches  in  thick- 
ness, but  the  whole  bed  of  black  shale  and  coal  is  about  12 
inches  thick.  At  Aspinwall,  in  Nebraska  County,  two  seams 
of  coal  were  met  with ;  one  of  them,  high  up  in  the  hills,  is 
probably  the  same  as  that  just  mentioned  at  Brownsville,  while 
near  the  water's  edge  another  seam  is  disclosed  about  22  inches 
thick.  Some  English  miners  have  commenced  sinking  a  shaft, 
and  have  already  cut  through  the  six-inch  seam,  expecting  in 
due  time  to  strike  the  more  profitable  23-inch  seam.  At  Bulo, 
some  15  or  20  miles  below  Aspinwall,  near  the  south  line  of 
the  State,  a  seam  of  coal  has  been  wrought  for  some  years.  It 
is  five  inches  thick  at  the  outcrop,  but,  after  a  drift  had  been 
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carried  into  the  bank  100  feet  or  more,  it  increased  to  11 
inches,  and  then  nearly  disappeared  again.  About  200  bush- 
els of  rather  inferior  coal  have  been  taken  out  of  this  mine ; 
bqt  it  does  not  promise  well.  On  the  Indian  Keservation,  in 
Kichardson  County,  this  same  bed  has  been  worked,  and  several 
hundred  bushels  of  coal  taken  out,  but  the  mine  was  soon  aban- 
doned. This  is  probably  the  same  as  the  22-inch  seam  at  Eiilo. 
The  fossils  at  both  places  are  such  as  are  common  in  the  upper 
coal-measures.  In  Pawnee  County,  35  miles  west  of  the  Mis- 
souri Eiver,  a  thin  seam  of  coal  has  been  found.  The  coal  is 
mostly  used  by  blacksmiths  in  the  vicinity,  for  there  is  not 
enough  to  supply  the  country  with  fuel. 

At  Tecumseh,  the  county  seat  of  Johnson  County,  a  thin 
seam  of  coal,  varying  from  10  to  15  inches  in  thickness,  has 
been  opened,  and  is  now  worked  with  some. success.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly the  same  bed  as  that  in  Pawnee  County,  but  it  is 
not  quite  as  thick  or  as  good,  as  it  contains  large  masses  of  eul- 
phuret  of  iron,  and  other  impurities.  The  cap-rock  is  a  bed  of 
limestone,  not  more  than  two  or  three  feet  in  thickness. 

The  evidence  against  any  important  or  workable  bed  of 
coal,  within  accessible  distance  of  the  surface,  being  found 
within  the  limits  of  Nebraska,  increases  in  force  continually. 
The  fact  that  all  efforts  in  searching  for  coal  within  the  State, 
as  well  as  in  neighboring  districts,  have  resulted  in  failures, 
renders  the  prospect  very  doubtful.  Many  excavations  and 
numerous  borings  have  been  undertaken  without  success.  At 
Omaha  a  boring  of  nearly  400  feet  in  depth  was  made  by  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad,  without  passing  any  important  seam 
of  coal.  At  Nebraska  City,  a  boring  was  made  to  nearly  the 
same  depth,  with  the  same  result- 
As  additional  evidence  from  neighboring  districts.  Dr.  Hay- 
den  mentions  that  at  St,  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  at  Leavenworth 
and  Atchison,  in  Kansas,  where  the  upper  coal-measures  are 
several  hundred  feet  lower  than  at  Omaha  and  Nebraska  City, 
borings  have  been  made  from  300  to  500  feet  with  no  success, 
and  a  shaft  has  been  sunk  at  Leavenworth  to  a  depth  of  700 
feet,  resulting  in  the  discovery  of  a  bed  of  very  impure  coal 
three  feet  thick,  quite  unfit  for  use.     (See  page  492.) 

Mr.  Broadhead,  a  geologist  attached  to  the  Missouri  State 
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Geological  Survey,  studied  with  a  great  deal  of  care  a  series 
of  beds  of  the  upper  coal-measures  in  ^Northern  Missouri, 
which  he  regarded  as  2,000  feet  in  thickness,  without  finding  a 
seam  of  coal  more  than  two  or  2^  feet  in  thickness. 

In  the  valley  of  the  Des  Moines  River,  Iowa,  T5  or  100 
miles  east  of  the  Missouri  Kiver,  coal-beds  have  been  found  by 
Dr.  White,  State  geologist,  varying  from  one  to  seven  feet  in 
thickness,  but  the  rocks  including  those  beds  are  regarded  by 
him  aa  of  the  age  of  the  lower  coal-measures.  Indeed,  the  up- 
per coal-measurea  of  the  West  are  regarded  as  the  barren  coal- 
measures,  while  all  the  workable  beds  of  coal  are  confined  to 
the  lower  coal-measures. 

The  conclusions  at  which  Dr.  Hayden  arrives,  or  the  result 
of  his  geological  survey  of  Kebraskaj  and  hia  solution  of  the 
problem  as  to  whether  there  is  any  workable  coal  in  the  State, 
are,  that  the  evidence  is  quite  strong  that  N^ebrasta  is  unfortu- 
nately located  on  the  western  rim  of  the  western  coal-basin, 
and  that  no  workable  bed  of  coal  will  ever  be  found  in  the 
State,  at  a  reasonable  depth.  He  says  it  has  been  accurately 
determined  that  the  rocks  of  the  Carboniferous  period  occupy, 
as  before  described,  only  a  small  portion  of  Southeastern  Ne- 
braska, and  that  these  rocks  are  of  the  age  of  the  upper  coal- 
measures,  Permo-earboniferous,  and  barren  of  coal. 

It  is  plain  that  all  the  carboniferous  rocks  of  Nebraska  pass 
beneath  the  more  recent  formations  westward,  to  be  disclosed 
again  by  the  uplifting  of  the  Eocky  Mountain  ranges.  The 
carboniferous  limestones  are  found  all  along  the  margins  of  the 
Kocky  Mountains,  on  either  side  of  the  axes  of  elevation.  On 
studying  these  fossils,  we  iind  that  so  many  of  them  are  iden- 
tical with  species  found,  in  what  are  known  to  be  the  upper 
coal-measures,  along  the  Missouri,  that  we  do  not  hesitate  to 
pronounce  them  as  of  the  same  age.  Indeed,  they  are  sim- 
ply the  western  extension  of  them,  thinning  out,  and  grad- 
ually losing  all  the  thin  seams  of  coal  and  shale,  and  nearly  all 
the  beds  of  clay  and  loose  sands,  leaping  for  the  most  part 
massive  beds  of  limestone.  The  coal-bearing  strata  are  not 
simply  buried  beneath  the  upper,  but  they  do  not  exist.  That 
leaf  of  the  volume  of  strata  has  been  torn  out. 

While  it  is  impossible,  in  a  short  article  like  this,  he  says, 
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to  present  all  the  details  on  which  his  concluaiong  are  based, 
yet  it  seems  more  than  probable  that  coal  in  paying  quantities 
will  never  be  found  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  [Nebraska. 
If  this  statement  be  true,  it  is  a  very  important  negative  truth, 
not  only  to  Nebraska,  but  also  to  very  large  portions  of  Iowa, 
Missouri,  and  Kansas.  "We  already  know  that  the  carbonifer- 
ous rocks  do  not  exist  in  Dakota  Territory  at  all,  so  that  along 
the  Missouri  River  there  is  a  very  large  district  of  wonderful 
fertility,  almost  treeless,  and  destitute  of  fuel.  This  fact  at 
once  directs  our  attention  to  the  lignite  formations  in  the  re- 
gion of  the  Eocky  Mountains. 

In  corroboration  of  the  unpromising  picture  which  Prof. 
Hayden  draws  of  the  coal-deposits  of  Nebraska,  the  last  United 
States  ceosuB  reports  only  1,425  tons  of  coal  as  mined  in  that 
State  in  the  year  ending  June,  1870,  produced  from  three  mines 
in  Pawnee  County,  adjoining  the  Kansas  line. 


Here,  then,  just  over  the  Missouri  Kiver,  we  see  the  last 
of  the  good  old  carboniferous  coal-formation,  which  we  have 
traced  from  Mauch  Chunk  and  Towanda  in  the  east  to  Omaha 
and  Fort  Riley  in  the  west,  and  which  in  its  better  develop- 
ments produces  the  most  magnificent  of  all  fuel.  The  fertile 
soil  of  our  country  is  unquestionably  the  most  important  of  our 
geological  formations.  But,  next  to  tiiis,  the  most  valuable 
of  our  natural  resources  are  the  productions  of  our  coal-tields. 
We  therefore  cannot  but  experience  a  feeling  of  regret  to  see 
how  in  going  westward  our  coal  has  gradually  deteriorated  in 
quality,  and  its  beds  dwindled  to  insignificance,  until  they 
finally  disappear. 
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In  addition  to  the  extraordinary  isolated  d 
of  coal  in  the  region  near  the  mouth  of  the  Osage  River,  which 
will  he  hereafter  described,  there  is  a  very  extensive  deposit  of 
coal  of  the  usual  character  of  that  found  in  the  "Western  States, 
which  covers  the  whole  of  the  northern  and  northwestern  part 
of  the  State  of  Missouri.  To  get  a  general  idea  of  the  area  cov- 
ered by  the  carboniferous  rocks,  a  line  might  be  drawn  from  the 
northeastern  corner  of  Marion  County,  on  the  Hississippi  Kiv- 
er,  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  State,  to  the  middle  of  the 
western  boundary  of  Jasper  County,  adjoining  the  southeastern 
corner  of  Kansas,  in  the  southwest  part  of  Missouri,  The 
older  rocks  come  to  the  surface,  it  is  true,  in  many  places 
on  the  northwest  side  of  this  line,  as  in  the  valleys  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Salt  Rivers,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  quite 
as  much  coal  territory  southwest  of  this  line,  in  St.  Louis,  St. 
Charles,  Montgomery,  Audrain  and  Balls  Counties,  as  is  want- 
ing northwest  of  it.  Prof.  Swallow  thinks  it  is  safe  to  esti- 
mate the  area  covered  by  the  coal-measures  in  the  State  equal 
to  all  on  the  northwest  of  the  boundary  indicated  above,  which 
will  give  26,88T  square  miles  of  coal-beds.  The  southeastern 
outcrop  of  the  coal-measures  runs  from  the  mouth  of  the  Dea 
Moines  River,  through  the  counties  of  Clark,  Lewis,  Marion, 
Monroe,  Audrain,  Boone,  Cooper,  Pettis,  Henry,  St,  Clair, 
Cedar,  Barton,  and  Jasper. 

The  census  of  1870  reports  the  production  of  coal  in  Mis- 
souri for  that  year  at  621,930  tons.  "Workable  beds  of  coal  ex- 
ist in  nearly  all  places  where  the  coal-measures  are  developed 
in  Missouri,  as  some  of  the  best  beds  are  near  the  base,  and 
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must  crop  out  on  the  borders  of  the  coal-field.  All  the  little 
outliere  along  the  borders  contain  more  or  less  coal,  though 
the  strata  are  not  more  than  10  or  15  feet  thick. 

The  older  formations  which  have  been  observed  in  Missouri 
are  the  Potsdam  sandstone,  caleiferous  sand-rock,  Black  River 
and  Birdseye  limestone,  Trenton  limestone,  Utica  slate,  Hudson 
Eiver  group,  Niagara,  lower  Helderberg  group,  Upper  Hel- 
derberg,  Hamilton,  Chemung,  mountain  limestone,  and  the 
coal-measures. 

The  coal-meaaures  are  divided  hj  Prof,  Swallow  into  the 
upper  coal-series,  300  feet  thick ;  the  middle,  200  feet,  and  the 
lower  coal-series,  150  feet  thick — in  all  650  feet ;  but  on  the 
line  of  the  Hannibal  &  St,  Joseph  Kailroad  the  coal-meas- 
ures are  739  feet  thick.  This  is  in  addition  to  the  inountain 
or  carboniferous  limestone,  -which  is  subdivided  into  four  well- 
characterized  divisions, .  consisting  of  the  ferruginous  sand- 
stone, from  five  to  200  feet ;  the  St.  Louis  linjestone,  about  250 
feet,  thick ;  Archimedes  limestone,  from  60  to  200  feet,  and  the 
encrinital  limestone,  which  is  from  1Y5  to  500  feet. 

At  the  date  of  Prof,  Swallow's  second  report,  in  1854,  thin 
strata  of  coal  six  inches  thick  had  been  discovered  in  the  upper 
coal-series,  hut  no  bed  of  sufficient  thickness  for  working. 

The  middle  coal-series  contains  a  seam  of  bituminous  coal 
of  excellent  quality,  two  feet  thick.  This  is  the  bed  worked  at 
Wellington,  Lexington,  near  Dover  Landing,  and  at  various 
points  between  those  localities,  on  the  Missouri  Kiver,  There 
are  also  two  other  permanent  seams,  each  six  inches  thick,  be- 
sides thin  beds  of  that  mineral  found  in  the  various  strata  <)f 
bituminous  shale. 

The  lower  coal-series  of  Missouri,  like  that  of  Iowa,  is  the 
most  important  and  productive.  In  the  elaborate  sections 
given  by  Prof,  Swallow,  the  coal-seams  in  the  lower  series  are  : 
"No:  62,  one  foot  of  coal ;  No.  64,  only  four  feet  below  it, 
which  is  six  feet  thick  at  the  mouth  of  La  Mine,  but  contains 
some  sulphuret  of  iron  ;  on  the  Hinkston  it  is  only  three  feet 
thick,  but  of  an  excellent  quality  ;  while  in  St.  Louis  County 
its  thickness  is  much  less.  In  some  places  it  thins  out  entirely, 
and  is  replaced  by  shale.  No.  68  is  one  and  a  half  foot  of  coal, 
and  is  workedin  Cooper,  Boone,  and  Howard  Counties.    No. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


ST.  LOUIS  COUNTY. 


ill 


70  is  one-half  foot  of  coal,  but  is  not  constant;  and  INo.  72  is 
one  foot  of  coal. 

The  beds  of  the  lower  coal-series  are  well  developed  in 
Cooper  County  and  in  Boone.  Thej  are  also  met  with  in 
Marion,  Monroe,  Pike,  Clark,  Lewis,  Shelby,  Audrain,  Calla- 
way, St.  Charles,  St.  Louis,  Howard,  Saline,  Henry,  St.  Clair, 
Bates,  and  Jasper,  being  the  counties  along  the  line  of  out- 
crop, and  they  underlie  the  upper  coal-rocks  in  nearly  all  the 
counties  northwest  of  these.  The  strata  of  this  series  are  very 
irregular  in  their  thickness  and  lithological  characters.  The 
coal-beds  can  only  be  identified  by  their  position  relative  to  the 
hydraulic  limestone  No.  66,  which  is  the  only  sure  guide  in 
exploring  this  part  of  the  coal-measures.  The  coal-beds  62 
and  64  appear  to  be  wanting  in  many  places. 

The  coal  in  St.  Louis  County  comes  from  one  or  more  of 
the  lower  beds.  The  coal-measures  here  occupy  the  territory 
between  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  Kivers,  north  of  the  city 
of  St.  Louis,  or  160  square  miles,  and  its  vicinity  to  so  large  a 
place  makes  it  very  important.  Here  the  lower  coal-measures 
occur  under  a  micaceous  sandstone.  The  coal-seam  that  is 
worked  varies  from  two  to  five  feet  in  thickness,  and  is  nearly 
horizontal.  The  shafts  are  only  from  30  to  40  feet  deep:  At 
Garteides  mines,  the  coal  consists  of  several  layers,  with  thin 
partings  of  clay  and  iron  pyrites  interstratifled,  in  all,  five  feet. 
The  average  thickness  of  workable  coal  is  about  three  feet  six 
inches.  Sometimes  it  dwindles  down  very  suddenly  to  two 
feet,  for  a  few  yards,  and  then  as  suddenly  attains  its  usual 
thickness  again.  At  Russell's  mines,  the  coal  varies  from  four 
to  five  feet  in  thickness.  Hunt  &  McDonald's  mines  are  the 
most  extensive.  Their  shafts  are  from  22  to  3S  feet  in  depth, 
and  the  coal  from  three  to  six  feet  thick.  At  Morrow  &  Mc- 
Gregor's coal-mines  the  bed  of  workable  coal  is  about  three 
and  a  half  feet  thick.  ICumerous  other  mines  might  be  men- 
tioned of  the  same  general  character.  It  is  pretty  evident  that 
there  is  an  18-inch  seam  below,  and  an  eight-inch  seam  above 
the  main  workable  bed  in  St.  Louis  County,  making,  in  all, 
three  seams  below  the  ferruginous  sandstone.  The  distance  to 
the  city  is  so  short  that  large  quantities  of  coal  are  hauled  in 
wagons  to  St.  Louis,  and  the  county  produced  444,642  tons  in 
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1869-'70.  This  is  a  detached  portion  of  the  Illinois  coal-field 
which  occurs  in  St,  Louis  and  St.  Charles  Counties. 

On  the  line  of  the  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  Eailroad,  Mr. 
Ilawn,  one  of  Prof.  Swallow's  assistants,  reports  seven  seams 
of  coal.  His  section  is  numbered  differently  from  the  one 
already  given.  His  coal  No.  2i  is  found  at  Utiea,  cropping  out 
in  the  cliffs,  and  is  14  to  20  inches  in  thickness,  of  good  qual- 
ity, and  is  also  found  in  many  other  localities.  Coal  No.  38 
is  two  feet  thick,  and  is  similar  to  49,  hereinafter  described. 
No.  45  is  coal  six  inches  thick.  •  No.  49  is  the  moat  important 
coal-bed  on  this  line  or  district.  At  B.  Powell's  it  is  six  feet 
thick,  including  a  six-inch  stratum  of  clay,  and  has  a  fine, 
laminated  structure,  with  a  dull-black  charcoal  color  and  ap- 
pearance. It  is  very  light,  bums  freely,  and  contains  but  little 
pyrites.  Its  lightness  indicates  that  it  would  produce  but  a 
small  proportion  of  ash  or  residuum.  Its  freedom  from  sulphu- 
ret  of  iron  renders  it  a  valuable  coal  for  steamboats  and  smiths. 
No.  55  is  coal  three  feet,  E.  S.  Gibson's,  and  is  an  inferior 
article  of  coal,  containing  too  much  sulphuret  of  iron.  No.  60 
is  a  two-feet  seam  of  coal ;  and  No.  67  is  another  of  the  same 
size,  being  the  Lick  Creek  coal. 

In  1868  the  supply  of  coal  for  St.  Joseph  was  wholly  from 
the  mines  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Mining  Company  at  Bevier, 
131  miles  east  of  St.  Joseph,  on  the  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph 
Kailroad,  and  five  miles  west  of  Macon  City,  where  it  is  inter- 
sected by  the  Northern  Missouri  Bailroad.  There  were  also 
mines  owned  by  the  same  parties  three  miles  east  of  Macon 
City,  also  in  Macon  County.  The  coal  is  very  similar  in 
quality,  apparently,  to  that  mined  at  Moingone,  five  miles  east 
of  Boone,  Iowa,  and  taken  to  Omaha  by  the  Northwest  Ttail- 
road.  It  is  used  in  the  locomotives  on  the  Council  Bluffs  & 
St.  Louis  Railroad,  and  seems  to  be  rather  less  sulphurous  than 
the  La  Salle  and  "Wilmington  coals,  that  go  to  Chicago.  It  is 
the  only  fuel  used  at  St.  Joseph,  except  wood,  and  is  also  used 
for  blaeksmithing,  making  a  very  hot  fire,  but  it  consumes  very 
rapidly.  It  is  mined  in  shafts  90  to  100  feet  deep.  It  was  re- 
tailed at  St.  Joseph  at  30  cents  per  bushel,  and  had  been  sold  as 
high  as  50  cents  per  bushel.  Macon  Connty  produced  75,282 
tons  of  coal  in   1869-70.  by  the  census  reports.     No  coal  is 
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mined  between  8t,  Joseph  and  Omaha.  Southward,  along  the 
MiBSOuri  Eiver,  coal  is  mined  at  Lexington,  Lafayette  County, 
and  at  Kichmond. 

Inferior  as  these  Missouri  coals  are  in  quality  to  those 
of  Pennsylvania,  they  are  invaluable  on  these  fertile,  treeless 
prairies  and  rich  river-flats,  where  there  ia  no  other  fuel. 


The  Osage  Goa^Begion  of  Missoitri. 

There  have  been  found  in  Missouri  a  number  of  very  singu- 
lar local  deposits  of  coal  of  limited  extent,  but  of  remarkable 
thickness.  They  have  not  the  usual  form  of  coal  beds  or 
seams,  and  are  not  associated  with  the  proper  rocks  among 
which,  according  to  all  rules  and  precedents  of  geologists,  and 
all  experience  elsewhere,  coal  sliould  be  expected,  but  they  oc- 
cur in  ravines  or  valleys  of  denudation  in  the  older  rocks  be- 
low the  level  of  the  regular  seams  of  coal. 

Prof,  Meek,  in  describing  some  of  them  in  the  State  geolog- 
ical reports,  observes,  that  "most  observing  persons  who  have 
frequented  coal-regions  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  coal-beds 
which  crop  out  in  valleys,  and  along  slopes  where  there  are  no 
considerable  disturbances  of  the  strata,  usually  extend  hori- 
zontally beneath  large  areas  of  country.  General,  however,  a& 
this  law  is,  it  ia  by  no  means  applicable  to  this  region  \  for,  in- 
stead of  being  spread  out  in  continuous  beds,  as  is  usually  the 
case,  these  deposits  of  coal  are  found  in  widely-separated  masses 
which,  although  of  great  thickness,  are  always  very  limited  in 
their  horizontal  extent,  being  in  every  instance  confined  to 
shallow  depressions  in  the  lower  Carboniferous,  and  even  lower 
Silurian  rocks.  It  is  manifest  that  these  depressions  must  have 
been  worn  in  the  older  rocks  previous  to  the  deposition  of  the 
coal-measures,  though  in  many  instances  they  appear  to  have 
been  subsequently  widened  and  deepened  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  partly  undermine  the  coal,  and  cause  it  to  fall  or  slide  from 
its  original  horizontal  position." 

These  local  abnormal  deposits  of  eannel  and  common  bitu- 
minous varieties  furnish  some  of  the  best  coal  in  the  State; 
they  are  of  great  value  for  supplying  the  local  demand,  and 
some  of  the  beds  of  eannel  varieties  could  furnish  a  very  large 
supply  of  an  excellent  article  for  gas  and  those  manufacturing 
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purposes  where  a  liglit,  pure  coal,  producing  an  abundance  of 
flame,  is  desirable. 

Owen,  in  his  geology  ofWiseonsin,  Iowa,  and  Minnesota, 
speaks  of  these  immense  beds  of  coal,  which,  he  says,  attain  a 
thickness  of  20  and  perhaps  40  feet,  and  which  lie  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Osage  River,  on  both  sides  of  the  Missouri.  An 
analjsisbyJohnBon,  of  this  Osage  coal,  gave,  moisture  expelled, 
at  230°,  1.67 ;  other  volatile  matter,  il.83 ;  fixed  carbon,  51.16 ; 
and  ashes,  5.34  j  and  less  than  half  of  one  per  cent,  of  sulphur. 
It  is  remarkable,  not  alone  for  its  extraordinary  thickness,  but 
also  for  the  peculiar  character  and  structure  of  the  coal  itself, 
together  with  the  mineral  insinuations  which  invade  it.  The 
lightness  of  this  combustible  is  such  that,  before  imbibing  water, 
it  will  float  upon  that  fluid,  indicating  a  speciiic  gi-avity  actu- 
ally less  than  1.  In  its  struetiire,  fracture,  and  lustre,  it  has 
an  appearance  intermediate  between  cannel-coal  and  the  dull 
varieties  of  asphaltnm ;  but  it  contains  31  per  cent,  less  volatile 
gases  than  pure  bitumen,  and  from  5  to  10  per  cent,  more  vola- 
tile matter  than  the  ordinary  varieties  of  the  bituminous  coal 
of  the  Western  coal-fields. 

At  the  pit  west  of  Marion,  Owen  further  saja,  this  coal  as- 
sumes a  cubpidal  and  even  a  subcolumnar  structure,  somewhat 
analogous  in  miniature  to  basaltic  trap,  while  at  the  same  time 
a  net^work  of  pyritous  ores  of  zinc  and  iron  has  ramified  its 
joints  and  fissures,  appearing  often  in  brilliant  crystalline  forms, 
the  whole  bearing  evidence  of  great  local  disturbance,  igneous 
action,  and  gradual  consolidation  under  heavy  pressure. 

'Prof.  Owen  gives  the  following  further  explanation  of  this 
singular  formation  :  It  appears  altogether  probable,  from  the 
peculiar  character  of  its  coal,  its  structure,  and  great  local  thick- 
ness, that  it  has  been  subjected  to  a  sufficient  degree  of  heat  to 
have  fused  or  semi-fused  the  mass,  under  a  pressure  that  pre- 
vented the  escape  of  the  volatile  gases,  transferring  it  at  the 
same  time,  either  in  this  condition,  or  by  sublimation,  from  its 
original  bed  into  some  wide,  adjacent  fissure,  formed  by  dia- 
rupture  of  the  strata,  when  it  has  then  very  gradually  passed 
into  the  solid  state.  Its  uniform  occurrence,  in  close  proximity 
to  an  abrupt  change  in  the  geological  formation  of  the  adjacent 
country,  and  the  sudden  elevation  of  the  rocks  lying  below  the 
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OarboniferouB,  together  with  the  higlily-inclined  poeition  of  the 
coal  itself,  furnish  abundant  proof  that  it  has  been  implicated 
in  the  remartable  diaturbaneea  which  have  convulsed  the  whole 
of  the  surrounding  country  subsequent  to  the  Carboniferous  era. 

East  of  this  peculiar  Osage  coal-region,  the  limestones  of  the 
Carboniferous  epoch  are  invaded  from  beneath  by  the  great  up- 
lift of  magnesian  limestone  which  bounds  for  some  distance  on 
the  southeast  both  the  Missouri  and  Iowa  coal-fields,  and  be- 
comes in  a  measure  confounded  with  them.  This  mixed  for- 
mation composes  those  high  mural  escarpments  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Gasconade,  and  at  Tavern  Eock,  which  attain  at  the 
latter,  locality  an  elevation  of  over  300  feet.  This  great  axis 
separates  the  oateropa  of  coal  of  the  Osage  region  in  Cole, 
Callaway,  and  adjoining  counties,  from  the  coal-pits  iu  St.  Louis 
County,  by  a  zone  gradually  widening,  as  it  approaches  the  Mis- 
sissippi Kiver,  to  nearly  100  miles.  Along  this  portion  of  the 
Missouri  Valley,  it  is  only  on  the  summits  of  the  highest 
ridges  that  any  rocks  can  be  found  referable  to  the  Carbonifer- 
ous period. 

Prof.  Swallow^  in  his  second  report,  refers  these  important 
deposits  of  coal  to  the  regular  coal-measures  with  some  degree 
of  hesitation,  as  he  had  then  found  no  positive  evidence  of 
their  true  geological  position.  The  extensive  country  to  the 
east  being  destitute  of  coal,  caused  by  its  upheaval,  and  its  being 
here  found  in  ravines  in  unusual  bodies,  recall  to  our  minds 
the  inundations  which  have  sometimes  occurred  of  semi-fluid 
peat  saturated  with  water  when  lying  on  a  sloping  surface. 

The  region  where  these  isolated  bodies  of  coal  are  very 
cojnmon  is  exactly  in  the  centre  of  the  State,  consisting  of  five 
adjoining  counties,  viz.,  Cooper,  Moniteau,  and  Cole,  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  Missouri  Eiver,  extending  fi-om  the  mouth 
of  tiie  Osage  Eiver  west ;  Morgan  County,  which  is  also  north 
of  the  Osage  Eiver  and  south  of  Cooper  and  Moniteau ;  and 
Callaway  County,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Missouri,  opposite 
the  mouth  of  the  Osage  Eiver.  The  production  of  these  coun- 
ties, as  reported  by  the  census  of  1870,  was  7,807  tons. 

It  would  be  tedious  and  quite  unnecessary  to  refer  to  more 
than  a  few  examples  of  these  extraordinary  deposits  of  coal, 
especially  as  many  of  them  will  not  yield  sufficient  quantities  for 
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exportation.  In  Cooper  County,  Staples's  coal-bed,  in  a  ravine 
of  carbon  hero  as  or  Archimedes  limestone,  has  first  six  feet  of 
good  cannel-coal  in  regular  strata,  and,  immediately  below  this. 
20  feet  of  very  good  common  bituminous  coal.  It  dips  to  the 
south  at  an  angle  of  15  or  20°,  is  covered  with  eix  feet  of  soil 
and  local  drift,  and  is  a  very  valuable  bed  of  the  very  best 
coal,  but  its  character  is  such  that  the  quantity  cannot  be  de- 
termined until  it  is  worked  out.  Paxton's  bed  is  four  feet 
thick,  also  an  irregular  deposit  in  a  ravine  of  encrinital  Hme- 
Btone;  and  quite  a  number  of  others  in  this  county  are  de- 
scribed of  thicknesses  of  six,  seven,  eight,  and  even  12  feet. 

Drafton's  coal-bed  is  at  least  18  feet  thick,  it  has .  been 
worked  in  an  open  pit  to  the  depth  of  16  feet,  and  is  in  a  ra- 
vine in  the  Chemung  group. 

In  Moniteau  County  other  beds  are  described,  existing  un- 
der circumstances  in  all  respects  like  those  already  mentioned. 
Among  others,  Mr.  Meek  describes  Robinson's,  in  a  ravine  in 
the  encrinital  limestone,  as  appearing  to  average  about  eight 
feet  thick,  but  it  varies  much  in  thickness,  in  consequence  of 
the  irregularity  of  the  floor  upon  which  it  rests  consisting  of 
chert,  such  as  covers  the  surrounding  hills.  It  does  not,  how- 
ever, look  as  though  originally  deposited  upon  this  floor,  but  is 
everywhere  crushed  and  distorted  near  the  chert,  as  if  the  lat- 
ter had  been  violently  forced  up  into  it  by  some  power  acting 
from  beneath,  so  that  the  coal  appears  to  be  much  fractured, 
and  often  presents  those  peculiar,  polished  surfaces,  frequently 
seen  in  rocks  which  have  been  subjected  to  some  kind  of  mo- 
tion among  themselves  while  under  powerful  pressure.  Tliere 
can  be  no  doubt,  Mr.  Meek  says,  tliat  this  coal  has  slidden 
down  from  a  higher  position  in  consequence  of  some  under- 
mining process  connected  with  the  denudation  of  the  country. 

The  foregoing  are  given  as  examples  of  these  singular  masses 
of  coal,  which  appear  to  be  very  common  in  ravines  below  the 
coal-raeaaujres  in  this  Osage  region.  There  is  a  famous  bed  of 
this  kind  in  Callaway  County,  which  is  said  to  be  over  80  feet 
thick,  and  many  others  are  reported,  varying  in  thickness  from 
one  to  36  feet. 

These  very  remarkable  deposits  of  coal  and  shales  are  made 
up  of  beds  of  cannel  and  common  bituminous  coal,  the  same 
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bed  often  containing  botli  varieties,  and  a  few  unimportant 
strata  of  ehales,  which,  however,  are  very  thin.  They  are 
found  in  ravines  and  cavities  of  denudation,  in  the  rocke  of  all 
ages,  from  the  Archimedes  limestone  down  to  the  ealeiferous 
sand-rock.  All  the  eannel-coal  observed  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri belongs  to  these  irregular  deposits.  They  also  contain 
bituminous  coal  of  the  very  best  quality,  as  well  as  varieties 
of  various  shades  between  the  two.  When  one  variety  rests 
upon  another,  the  change  is  sometimes  gradual,  bat  usually  the 
transition  ia  very  abrupt,  a  mere  line  separating  them. 

These  Missouri  and  Osage  Kiver  coal-pocbets  must  be  re- 
garded as  among  the  curiosities  of  our  subject,  and,  as  the  ex- 
ception proves  the  rule,  we  can  see  how  great  is  the  general 
regularity  and  uniformity  of  coal-seams  as  to  their  thickness, 
persistence,  and  place  in  the  geological  series,  from  the  sur- 
prise that  is  expressed  at  these  masses  of  coal  displaced  by 
some  unknown  cause,  found  in  unusual  forms,  and  reposing  in 
the  wrong  bed,  being  circumstances  almost  without  a  parallel, 
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The  accounts  already  given  of  the  coal-fields  of  Iowa  and 
Missouri  should  first  be  read,  in  order  to  a  proper  understand- 
ing of  that  of  Kansas,  which  is  simply  a  continuation  of  the 
formation  which  covers  the  northern  part  of  Missouri,  and  the 
southern  part  of  Iowa.  It  also,  according  to  Prof.  Swallow, 
occupies  a  part  of  the  Indian  Territory  south  of  Kansas. 

The  lowest  geological  formation  known  in  Kansas  is  the 
upper  portion  of  the  coal-measures.  This  is  an  important  lead- 
ing fact,  which  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  as  the  tey  to  the 
geology  of  this  State,  and  that  of  the  whole  country  west  of 
Kansas ;  taken  in  connection  with  the  other  important  feature 
that  the  dip  of  the  strata  is  toward  the  northwest,  passing  at  a 
low  angle  of  inclination  under  the  Permian,  Triassie  and  other 
later  stratifications.  In  all  the  States  east  of  Kansas,  the  coal- 
measures,  where  they  are  found,  are  geologically  the  highest 
rocks,  and  the  end  of  our  geological  series.  It  is  true,  we  have 
the  later  Triassic  red  sandstone  belt  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylva- 
nia, Virginia,  and  North  Carolina,  but  that  is  only  the  filling  up 
of  a  sunken  gulf  left  after  the  elevation  of  the  Alleghany  Moun- 
tains, and  we  have  the  still  later  additions  around  the  margin 
of  the  continent,  much  of  it  of  a  mere  earthy  or  sandy  nature 
without  solid  rocks,  the  cretaceous  and  tertiary  shores. of  the 
Atlantic  and  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  extending  up  the  Missis- 
sippi Valley. 

But,  with  these  exceptions,  the  United  States  east  of  the 
Missouri  River  became  dry  land  after  tbe  coal-measures  were 
'  Compiled  from  the  Geological  Report  of  B.  F.  Mudge,  for  ISBi,  sad  that  of^ 
Pro£  Q,  0.  Swallow,  published  in  1868, 
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completed ;  thej  liave  had  no  more  recent  additions  to  their 
rock  formations,  and,  in  searching  for  coal  in  all  these  States, 
we  pass  over  the  older  SiluriaTi  and  Devonian  rocks  up  to  the 
Carboniferous,  the  highest  of  all.  As  jet,  no  Permian  fossils, 
or  tljose  of  the  nest  higher  formation,  have  been  found  in  any 
part  of  the  United  States  east  of  Kansas ;  but,  in  this  State, 
this  formation,  the  next  step  npward  in  the  geological  series,  ia 
found,  covering  up  the  coal-measures  and  burying  its  fuel  treas- 
ures too  deep  tor  mining  purposes.  In  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State  of  Kansas,  however,  the  eoahmeaaures  are  found. 

Area  <m,d  Boundaries. — The  fossils  of  this  epoch  are  found 
over  all  the  State  east  of  Fort  Riley,  which  is  in  Davis  County, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Republican  Fork  of  the  Ejmsas  River,  em- 
bracing about  one-third  of  the  State.  The  line  which  separates 
the  coal-measures  from  the  Permian  runs  rather  irregularly  in 
a  northeasterly  and  southwesterly  direction.  Considering  Fort 
Riley  as  on  the  line  of  average  extent  westerly,  we  shall  have 
the  territory  of  the  coal-lands  107  miles  in  average  breadth 
from  east  to  west,  and  208  miles,  the  width  of  the  State,  from 
north  to  south;  which  gives  an  area  of  22,356  square  miles. 
Prof.  Swallow  in  1866  made  the  area  17,000  square  miles.  This 
includes  only  the  coal-measures  proper,  and  not  the  Permian, 
although  the  latter  belongs  to  the  Carboniferous  age.  The  coal- 
measures  in  the  settled  part  of  the  United  States  are  estimated 
to  cover  192,000  square  miles.  It  will  thus  appear  that  Kan- 
sas contains  less  than  one-eleventh  part  of  all  the  coal-lands  of 
the  United  States;  we  do  not,  however,  intend  to  be  under- 
stood that  the  State  contains  one-eleventh  part  of  the  coal,  for 
Pennsylvania  has  more  numerous  and  thicker  working  beds. 
But  we  shall  hereafter  show  that  we  have  one  seam  which,  for 
all  practical  purposes,  is  inexhaustible.  The  question  of  the 
area  of  distribution  becomes  more  important| than  the  quantity 
to  each  square  mile,  when  the  latter  is  sufficient  for  all  our 
wants. 

Structure. — The  coal-measures  here  have  undergone  little 
change,  and  lie  nearly  in  their  natural  position ;  they  dip,  on 
the  average,  as  before  stated,  slightly  to  the  northwest.  In 
some  parts  of  the  State  this  inclination  cannot  be  seen,  and  in 
gome  instances  there  is  an  anticlinal  ridge  or  dip,  in  the  oppo- 
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site  direction.  Thus,  in  Wyandotte  County,  the  strata  are 
nearly  level,  or  have  a  slight  incliuatiou  to  the  southeast.  This 
may  iie  seen  by  tracing  any  bed  of  limestone  10  or  15  miles. 
The  peculiar  shale,  which  is  numbered  22  in  our  section,  is 
seen  at  the  water's  edge,  at  Parkville,  on  the  Missouri  Eiver ; 
but  12  miles  westerly,  near  the  State  Penitentiary,  at  leaven- 
worth  and  at  Atchison,  it  is  higher.  Most  of  Jefferson,  Leaven- 
worth, Atchison,  and  the  southern  part  of  Doniphan  Counties, 
show  little  variation  from  a  level,  and  that  little  is  an  inclina- 
tion to  the  southeast. 

Among  the  greatest  angles  of  dip  which  we  have  noticed, 
is  one  extending  from  Lawrence  to  Lecompton,  where,  in  a 
distance  of  10  miles,  it  is  over  100  feet.  It  will  be  seen  that 
this  small  disturbance  of  the  strata  is  very  favorable  to  the 
opening  of  coal-shafts.  No  "  faults  "  will  be  found  in  the  beds, 
and  the  probability  of  reaching  the  coal  at  reliable  depths,  at 
any  given  point,  will  be  nearly  certain.  It  also  gives  us  a  larger 
area  of  the  coal-field,  as  a  higher  angle  of  inclination  would 
soon  carry  the  beds  too  deep  for  mining.  This  portion  of  tlie 
State  also  shows  a  great  uniformity  in  the  thickness  of  the  strata. 
About  one-fourth  of  the  whole  quantity  of  the  deposit  is  lime- 
stone. South  of  the  Kansas  Kiver,  the  strata  show  increase  of 
■  thiebnesB,  particularly  in  the  shales,  accompanied  with  a  slight 
increase  of  dip.  This  increase  of  thickness  is  very  marked  in 
Miami  County,  as  developed  by  the  oil  and  salt  borings. 

It  is  well  understood  that  the  extreme  upper  portion  of  the 
coal-measures  does  not  contain  coal  of  first  quality,  or  seams  of 
much  thickness.  Those  peculiar  favorable  conditions  of  cli- 
mate, etc.,  which  were  so  important  for  the  accumulation  of  a 
vast  amount  of  vegetable  matter,  had  begun  to  change,  so  that 
the  coal  was  small  in  quantity  and  poor  in  quality.  A  fine 
illustration  of  this  passing  away  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  ve- 
getation of  the  coal  period  is  to  be  seen  in  the  banks  of  the 
Neosho,  about  three  miles  below  Council  Grove.  It  consists 
of  a  stratum  of  shale,  two  teet  in  thickness,  full  of  the  remains 
of  the  vegetation  of  the  period,  but  accompanied  by  a  singular 
commingling  of  the  material  with  other  substances ;  and  the 
vegetation  shows  lees  of  the  transformation  from  its  original 
state  than  that  of  the  true  coal-beds. 
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A  marked  peculiarity  of  our  coal-seama  is,  that  while  the 
remains  of  plants  are  abundantly  visible  in  almost  every  eoal- 
stratura,  few  passably  perfect  speoitnens  can  be  obtained.  N"or 
do  the  shales,  above  and  below  the  coal,  furnish  iis  with  any 
better.  Enough  can  be  seen  to  give  tha  general  character ietics 
of  the  plants,  but  scarcely  ever  can  any  be  found  which  will 
designate  the  epeciee,  and,  consequently,  sufficiently  perfect  to 
deserve  a  place  in  a  cabinet.  We  have  already  learned,  from 
Profs,  Hall  and  White's  excellent  reports  as  to  the  coal-meas- 
nres  of  Iowa,  that  only  the  lower  portion  of  these  coal-measures 
affords  good  workable  coal-seams,  which  in  Iowa  dip  ,to  the 
southwest,  being  deeply  covered,  in  Southwestern  Iowa,  by  the 
upper  coal-measures,  containing  there  only  very  thin  seams  of 
coal.  These  barren  upper  coal-measures  extend  across  North- 
western Missouri  and  Southeastern  Nebraslca.  We  are,  there- 
fore, prepared  to  find  the  same  state  of  things  in  Northeastern 
Kansas.  The  particulars  which  Prof,  Mudge  reports,  in  regard 
to  his  examinations  of  this  part  of  the  State,  fully  realize  thig 
expectation.  He  discovered  in  all  this  part  of  the  State  only 
thinseanisof  coal,  of  but  little  over  one  foot  thick,  and  of  a  poor 
quality. 

But,  as  the  dip  in  Kansas  is  toward  the  northwest,  we  would 
be  encouraged  to  look  up  the  dip  toward  the  southeastern  part 
of  the  State  for  a  thinner  part  of  the  measures,  corresponding 
with  the  exposures  in  Iowa  along  the  Des  Moines  River,  being 
the  southeastern  or  Kansas  border  of  this  great  coal-basin,  as 
the  Des  Moines  is  its  northeastern.  The  details  hereafter  given 
trora  Prof  Mudge's  report  of  the  two  larger  underlying  seams 
of  coal  found  in  Linn,  Bonrbon,  and  Cherokee  Counties,  in  the 
southeastern  corner  of  the  State,  seem  to  prove  this  to  be  the 
structure  of  the  coal-field,  that  this  is  the  section  of  the  State 
where  the  valuable  coal-^eams,  or  those  of  workable  size,  are 
accessible,  and  that  they  dip  toward  the  northwest  about  three 
feet  per  mile. 

OoalSeams — their  Distribution. — In  a  State  where,  to  a 
great  extent,  prairie  covers  the  surface  of  the  country,  the 
question  of  fuel  becomes  of  the  first  importance.  Not  only  is 
a  cheap  and  abundant  sijpply  material  for  domestic  purposes, 
but  it  is  equally  necessary  to  drive  the  steam-engine,  for  the 
31 
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mamifaeture  of  the  hundreds  of  articles  in  daily  use.  In  thia 
respect  Kansas  is  amply  supplied.  In  almost  every  settled 
county,  coal,  of  varied  quality,  is  found  near  the  surface ;  and, 
as  we  have  already  shown,  tlie  coal-measures,  with  good  work- 
able seams,  underlie  the  ea6tem  portion  of  the 'State.  As 
much  of  our  coal-field  is  the  cropping  of  the  upper  measures, 
it  follows  that  most  of  the  surtaee-coal,  in  all  but  the  southeast- 
ern part  of  the  State,  will  lie  in  thin  seams,  and  be  of  an  in- 
ferior quality.  A  notice  of  the  surface-coal,  as  it  is  found  in 
various  places,  will  illustrate  this  subject.  In  Republic  Coun- 
ty, on  the  north  line  of  the  State,  the  highest  geologically, 
being  above  the  true  coal-measures,  we  find  the  lignite  va- 
riety. The  thickest  seam  which  came  under  our  observa- 
tion measured  28  inches,  but  the  middle  portion  was  much 
mingled  with  a  clay-shale,  and  the  upper  parts,  though  burning 
readily,  proved  an  inferior  article,  yielding  a  bad  sulphurous 
odor,  and  much  ashes.  "We  saw  the  same  vein  at  several  points 
in  that  county,  but  it  showed  less  thickness,  with  no  increase 
of  quality.  Similar  coal  crops  out  easterly  of  this,  in  Marshall 
and  Nemaha  Counties,  lying  east  of  Republic,  but  usually 
of  less  thickness.  Coal  has  been  mined  at  various  points  in 
Brown  and  Doniphan  Counties,  in  the  northeast  corner  of 
Kansas,  but  seldom  over  12  inches  in  thickness  where  seen  by 
us.  It  was  a  little  better  in  quality  than  in  Republic  County, 
but  still  usually  an  inferior  article.  It  was  of  light  body,  and 
contained  too  much  sulphur  to  be  suitable  for  smith-work. 
At  Jordan's  farm,  12  miles  west  of  Atchison,  next  south  of 
Doniphan  County ,■  it  is  mined  in  a  seam  of  only  10  inches  in 
thickness.  The  then  high  price  of  fuel  alone  could  have  jus- 
tified the  waste  of  labor  on  so  tliin  a  seam.  At  other  places 
in  that  county,  the  same  vein  crops  out  somewhat  thicker  than 
at  Jordan's  mine.  In  Jefferson  County,  next  south  of  Atchi- 
son, near  Grasshopper  Palls,  and  at  several  other  places,  coal 
has  been  obtained,  but  in  no  place  seen  by  us  was  the  seam 
over  15  inches  in  thickness.  In  Leavenworth  County,  on  the 
Missouri  River,  the  "Stranger  coal"  has  been  mined  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  and,  owing  to  the  great  demand  for  fuel,  has 
found  a  ready  market.  The  seam,  when  first  opened  on  the 
Big  Stranger,  12  miles  from  Leavenworth,  was  about  three 
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feet  in  thicknees.  The  middle  of  the  vein  web  much  mingled 
with  sliale,  the  top  and  bottom  being  a  paseable  quality  of 
coal,  somewhat  sulphurous.  In  drifting  into  the  hill  a  few 
hundred  feet,  it  diminished  in  quality  and  quantity,  and  the 
mine  is  now  abandoned.  Thre6  miles  distant,  on  the  Little 
Stranger,  seTeral  openings  have  been  made,  but  the  coal  is  not 
UBually  over  16  inches  in  thickness.  The  same  seam  appeared 
at  the  surface  in  several  places  in  "Wyandotte  County,  the  next 
south  of  Leavenworth,  on  the  Missouri  River.  Many  other 
places  where  it  is  found  might  l>e  mentioned,  lying  north  of 
tlie  Kansas  Hiver,  but  these  are  sufficient  to  show  the  general 
character  and  thicliness  of  the  snrface-coal.  "We  have  seen 
none  in  that  part  of  the  State  which  we  should  consider  a  first- 
class  article,  or  which  we  thought  suitable  for  working  iron. 
As  it  usually  bums  freely,  and  the  cities  furnish  a  ready 
market  at  high  prices,  it  has  been  mined  with  protit. 

South  of  the  Kansas  Kiver,  in  the  middle  and  western  por- 
tions now  settled,  the  coal  is  much  of  the  same  character.  In 
"Wabaunsee  County,  no  seam  was  seen  by  us  over  10  inches, 
and  only  worked  occasionally  by  some  blacksmith,  who  could 
obtain  no  better  fuel.  In  Shawnee  County,  near  Topeka,  coal 
is  obtained  in  numerous  places,  by  stripping  off  the  overlying 
soil  from  one  to  three  feet  in  thickness,  where  the  coal  is  from 
ly  to  16  inches.  In  the  vicinity  of  Lawrence,  in  Douglas, 
tlie  next  county  east,  a  similar  seam  has  been  worked.  South 
of  Lawrence,  in  Franklin  County,  on  the  Sac  and  Fox  Heser- 
vation,  15  miles  southest  of  Pottawattomie  City,  a  seam  if 
found  15  to  18  inches,  and  has  been  worked,  A  portion  of  it 
is  of  a  very  good  quality.  The  seam  appears  in  various  places 
toward  Scott  Creek,  and  near  the  latter  place,  in  the  fall  of 
1863,  caught  fire  and  burned  for  several  weeks.  At  numerous 
places  in  Osage  County,  coal  has  been  mined  of  a  better  cliarr 
acter  than  is  usually  found  in  the  surface-beds.  The  variable 
character  of  the  seam  in  the  vicinity  of  Burlingame  shows  the 
peculiarities  of  the  coal  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  coal-meaa- 
nres,  though  the  quality  averages  better  than  we  usually  find 
in  other  parts  of  the  State,  at  the  same  geological  altitude, 
At  Dragon  Creek,  the  vein  is  18  inches  thick.  Two  miles 
northj  where  it  is  worked  on  Mr.  Marple'e  farm,  in  an  horizontal 
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drift,  300  feet  long,  it  varies  from  20  to  28  inchea.  On  the 
farm  of  Mra,  Morrill,  one  mile  farther,  it  is  but  18  inches,  and, 
at  Judge  JRock's  mine  on  the  adjoining  farm,  it  is  also  but  18. 
This  coal  is  of  very  fair  quality,  and  the  selected  portions  free 
from  sulphur. 

Coal  has  been  seen  by  us  in  numerous  other  places,  in  vs.- 
riouB  counties,  but  enough  has  been  narrated  to  show  the  char- 
acteristics of  the  thin  seams  in  the  upper  verge  of  the  coal- 
measures.  The  quality  is  seldom  good,  and  the  varying  thick- 
,nes8  of  the  veins  always  renders  the  prospect  of  mining  uncer- 
tain. Such  variations,  sometimes  amounting  to  one-half,  are 
not  seen  in  the  thick  beds  found  near  the  centre  of  the  coal- 
formation.  The  variable  quality  is  even  more  remarkable  than 
its  varying  quantity.  A  seam  of  coal,  to  furnish  a  cheap  arti- 
(ue,  at  fair  profits,  should  be  nearly  three  feet  in  thickness. 

Zower  Coed-Seams. 
There  are  two  seams  of  coal,  in  our  State,  which  combine 
a  uniformity  in  quality  and  thickness  over  all  those  mentioned. 
The  first  is  seen  cropping  out  on  the  banks  of  the  Little  Osage, 
in  Lynn  and  Bourbon  Counties,  in  the  southeast  part  of  the 
State,  near  the  Kansas  and  Missouri  State  line,  and  thence  in 
various  places  in  a  southwesterly  direction  across  the  State, 
into  the  Indian  Territory.  It  also  crosses  Jiissoiiri  in  a  north- 
easterly direction,  and  is  mined  at  Lexington,  on  the  Missouri 
Eiver.  It  is  a  good  article  of  bituminous  coal,  better  on  the 
average  than  the  other  seams  described.  Above  the  strata  of 
coal  is  about  two  feet  of  shale,  which  is  overlaid  by  a  bed  of 
hard  limestone,  that  affords  an  excellent  roofing  for  the  mine. 
The  other,  and  in  all  respects  the  most  important  coal-bed, 
crops  out  in  the  centre  of  Cherokee  County,  crossing  Cow 
Creek,  near  its  principal  forks,  and  thence  running  at  the  sur- 
face in  a  southwesterly  direction  across  the  State  into  the  In- 
dian Territory,  It  measures,  in  several  places  where  it  has 
been  slightly  worked,  five  feet  six  inches  to  six  feet  nine  inches 
in  thicknras,  and  averages  about  six  feet.  The  bed  extends  in 
a  northeasterly  direction  across  Missouri,  to  the  northern  part 
of  the  State.  The  seam  is  the  same  that  is  wrought  at  Boon- 
ville,  Missouri,  and  near  Hudson,  on  the  Chariton,  and  at  both 
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places  is  about  six  feet  in  tliicltnesa.  In  tbis  State,  as  in  most 
places  in  Missouri,  it  is  of  excellent  quality.  In  Cherokee 
County  it  appears  in  the  open  prairie,  where  there  ie  hut  little 
overlying  soil.  This  is  first  removed,  and  the  mining  is  in 
the  open  air.  Where  it  is  so  deep  beneath  tlie  surface  as  to 
require  drifting,  it  is  overlaid  by  shale  sulEciently  hard  to  af- 
ford a  fair  roofing.  The  last  two  seams  are  the  best  in  quality, 
and  most  persistent  in  thickness  and  uniformity  of  character, 
of  any  in  the  State.  These,  with  all  the  strata  of  the  coal- 
formation  in  Kansas,  dip  oil  an  average  of  about  three  feet  to 
the  mile  toward  the  northwest,  and  are  seen  as  far  west  as 
Manhattan  and  Fort  Kiley,  where  they  disappear  under  the 
more  recent  formations. 

Consequently,  these  coal-seams  underlie  the  whole  of  the 
eastern  part  of  the  State  to  that  extent.  In  lact,  every  geologi- 
cal indication  shows  that  they  lie  conformably,  farther  west,  in 
a  position  nearer  to  the  surface  than  many  of  the  coal-beda  in 
England,  which  are  there  wrought  to  supply  that  country  with 
fuel.  Tliese  two  seams,  we  hesitate  not  to  say,  will  hereafter 
enpply  the  State  with  coal,  to  the  neglect  of  all  others ;  and  per- 
haps the  Osage  seam  will  be  ultimately  disregarded,  and  only 
the  thick  Cherokee  bed  worked.  They  are  but  a  little  over  100 
feet  apart,  in  a  vertical  position ;  and,  when'  once  a  shaft  from 
the  surface  has  penetrated  the  strata  to  the  former,  the  econom- 
ical inducements  will  be  strong  to  go  an  additional  100  feet  to 
the  latter,  and  work  in  a  bed  of  coal  six  teet  in  thickness  in- 
stead of  one  half  as  much.  The  advantage  of  working  in  a 
thick  seam,  instead  of  one  that  is  thin,  is  very  apparent.  The 
objections  to  deep  mining  after  the  shaft  is  once  opened  are 
inore  apparent  than  real.  A  man  can  work  as  comfortably 
300  feet  below  the  surface  as  at  30.  The  cost  of  raising  the 
coal  300  or  500  feet  is  very  small  on  each  ton.  The  greatest 
apparent  objection  is  the  trouble  which  may  occur  from  the  in- 
IIhx  of  water.  This,  however,  is  not  so  great  as  in  Inany  other 
States.  About  one-fourth  of  the  total  thickness  is  limestone, 
and  other  three-fourths  are  shales.  The  great  proportion  of  the 
latter  is  composed  of  clay,  wliich  does  not  allow  water  to  pene- 
trate freely.  Those  who  have  been  obliged  to  dig  deep  wells 
in  Kansas  knQw  how  slowly  the  water  percolates  these  blue 
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shaleB,  and  how  moderate  is  the  supply  in  artesian  borings. 
Tliia  feature,  which  is  objectionable  in  wells,  is  favorable  in 
mining. 

The  preliminary  report  of  the  Geological  Survey  of  Kansas, 
by  Prof.  G.  0.  Swallow,  published  in  1866,  furnishes  the  fol- 
lowing additional  particulars  in  regard  to  the  coal-iield  of  this 
State,  The  boundary  between  the  Permian  and  Carboniferous 
formations  crosses  the  State  in  an  irregular  line  from  a  point 
near  the  96th  parallel,  in  Nemaha  County,  thence  near  Man- 
hattan, in  Eiley  County,  and  Emporia,  in  Lyon  County,  and 
thence  south  across  the  head-waters  of  the  Verdigris,  in  Green- 
wood County,  and  Fall  Piver.  They  cover  the  surface  over  an 
area  of  17,000  square  miles,  and  then  run  beneath  the  Permian 
rocks  westward.  The  coal-measures  are  made  up  of  more  than 
80  different  seams  of  limestones,  with  great  similarity  in  their 
fo^ils  and  appearance,  separated  by  numerous  sandstone  shales 
and  marls,  fire-clay,  and  coal-seams.  These  strata  lie  in  a  nearly 
horizontal  position,  with  numerous  undulations  and  slight  gen- 
eral dip  to  the  west,  showing  no  signs  of  local  diaturhances,  save 
in  a  few  localities.  The  lowest  of  these  strata  come  to  the  sur- 
face in  the  southeast,  and,  as  the  country  rises  to  the  northwest, 
the  higher  beds  successively  crop  out,  resting  upon  those  below 
until  they  reach  a  thickness  of  2,000  feet,  as  measured  along 
the  outcropping  edges.  Nearly  all  the  beds  of  limestone,  sand- 
stone, and  sandy  shales,  as  well  as  the  coal-beds,  are  thicker 
toward  the  south  and  east.  But  the  most  important  irregu- 
larity observed  is  the  want  of  persistence  or  continuity  in  the 
coal-beds.  As  a  general  rule  the  coal-seams  in  this  State  are 
more  persistent  in  the  southeastern  portion  of  the  State  than 
farther  northwest,  and  the  lower  beds  more  so  than  the  upper 
ones.  This  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  coal  is  so  abundant, 
and  can  be  mined  with  so  much  certainty  along  the  eastern 
outcrops  of  the  lower  bed,  extending  from  Fort  Gibson  to  Forta 
Scott  and  Smith,  and  thence  across  the  Osage  through  Pates, 
Johnson,  and  Saline  Counties,  in  Missouri,  and  through  Boone, 
Howard,  Randolph,  and  up  the  Chariton  Valley  into  lowa^ 
Everywhere  along  this  line  ehafts  can  be  sunk  upon  the  lower 
coal-beds  with  an  almost  absolute  certainty  of  success.  Bat, 
ferther  west,  and  along  the  outcrop  of  the  upper  beds,  mining 
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operations  must  be  more  precariooB;  for,  while  tlie  geologist 
can  tell  where  the  rocks  eoiitaiiiiiig  each  coal-bed  can  be  found, 
and  at  what  depth,  jet  this  irregularity  or  want  of  persistenco 
renders  it  somewhat  uncertain  whether  the  coal  will  be  found 
in  its  usual  place. 

The  elaborate  section  given  by  Prof.  Swallow  shows  22  dif- 
ferent seams  of  coal  varying  from  a  few  inches  to  seven  feet  in 
thickness.  Ten  of  them  are  over  one  foot  in  thickness.  The 
total  thickness  of  the  coal-measures  in  Southern  Kansas  is  2,000 
feet,  and  they  are  covered  by  the  very  best  soils  in  the  State. 

Coal-beds  crop  out,  according  to  Prof.  Swallow's  report,  in 
the  following  20  counties,  all  of  which  are  on  the  eastern  borders 
of  the  State,  and  none  of  them,  except  Greenwood  and  Wabaun- 
see, are  west  of  the  first  three  eastern  tiers  of  counties,  viz., 
Brown,  Nemaha,  Doniphan,  Atchison,  Jackson,  Leavenworth, 
Wabaunsee,  Shawnee,  Douglas,  Miami,  Franklin,  Osage,  Cof- 
fee, Linn,  Bourbon,  Allen,  Woodson,  Greenwood,  Neosho,  and 
Cherokee,  and  perhaps  others.  At  Oswego,  in  Lahette  County, 
coal  is  also  mined,  and  in  Montgomery  County. 

Besides,  it  will  be  recoUeeted  that  these  coal-measures  extend 
westward  beneath  the  Permian  rocks  to  an  unknown  extent. 
Probably,  throughout  the  entire  central  and  western  portions 
of  the  State,  some  at  least  of  the  coal-beds  extend  under  these 
regions,  and  there  will  be  no  more  difficulty  in  raising  this  coal 
than  has  been  overcome  in  many  of  the  most  productive  mines 
in  England  and  other  parts  of  Europe. 

The  quality  of  a  large  part  of  the  Kansas  coal  is  good.  Some 
of  the  most  important  beds  are  very  free  from  sulphur  and 
other  impurities.  They  cake  and  coke  well,  and  will  be  valuable 
for  gas-manufacturing  purposes. 

Brown  County,  near  the  northeast  comer  of  the  State,  has 
three  seams  of  coal.  The  upper  one  ranges  from  14  inches  to 
2i  feet  thick  on  Eoy's  Creek,  where  it  has  iumished  coal  for 
the  surrounding  country  since  the  first  settlement.  The  bed 
has  a  great  lateral  range,  and  is  the  equivalent  of  the  Burlm- 
game  bed  in  Osage  County. 

The  next  bed  is  50  to  100  feet  below  the  first,  in  the  vertioal 
range.  On  Wolf  River  it  is  three  feet  thick,  and  of  good  qual- 
ity.   This  is  also  extensively  distributed  over  the  country. 
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The  next  bed  is  some  20,0  feet  below  the  above,  and  is  the 
equivalent  of  tlie  Topeka  bed.  This  bed  is  worked  above  Tank- 
ton,  where  it  is  some  20  inches  thick,  and  of  excellent  qnality. 

These  beds,  though  thin,  will  afford  an  ample  domestic  sup- 
ply of  coal  for  all  time  to  come.  Such  beds  are  not  appreciated, 
the  unpractised  believing  that  they  cannot  be  mined.  This  is 
an  error,  for,  after  an  entry  or  gangway  is  formed  on  an  outcrop 
of  IJ  foot,  a  practical  miner  will  deliver  30  bushels  of  coal  per 
diem,  at  its  mouth,  with  ease. 

In  Doniphan  County  the  two  lower  beds  in  Brown  County 
should  also  be  found.  In  consequence  of  the  great  depth  of  the 
bluff  formation,  but  few  outcrops  occur. 

Miami  County  ia  near  the  centre  of  the  eastern  boundary 
of  Kansas.  The  only  coal  in  this  county,  that  can  be  worked, 
is  from  13  to  33  inches  thick,  the  seam  being  of  the  latter  size 
on  John  Boss's  land,  on  Sugar  Creek,  It  is  also  exposed  on 
Sugar  Creek,  nine  miles  south  of  the  Linn  County  line.  It  is 
of  a  medium  quality,  rich  in  gas,  cokes  w^ell,  and  burns  with  a 
clear  flame,  but  contains  some  sulphuret  of  iron  and  other  im- 
purities. It  could  be  worked  in  shafts  in  any  part  of  Miami 
County. 

In  Osage  County  there  is  one  workable  bed  of  coal,  which 
crops  out  near  Bnrlingame,  where  it  is  extensively  mined,  and 
furnishes  coal  for  the  country  for  some  distance  around.  It  is 
composed  of  compact  parallel  plates,  with  a  semi-conehoidal 
fracture,  and  when  first  mined  it  has  a  lustrous  brown  color, 
shading  into  black.  It  bums  freely,  and,  when  free  from  py- 
rites, is  an  excellent  coal.  The  seam  varies  from  18  to  28  inches 
in  thickness. 

lAj<m  Cov/nby. — The  rocks  of  this  county  belong  to  two  dif- 
ferent ages,  the  Permian  and  Carboniferous.  Their  limits  may 
be  nearly  determined  by  drawing  a  line  through  the  county 
from  the  northeast  comer  to  the  southeast,  and  assigning  the 
southwest  half  to  the  Permian,  and  the  northeast  to  the  Car- 
boniferous. 

In  Greenwood  County  several  beds  of  coal  are  found  in  the 
valley  of  the  Verdigris.  They  have  been  seen  submerged  in 
the  beds  of  streams,  but  their  size  and  quality  have  not  been 
ascertained. 
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In  Montgomery  County,  on  the  south  border  of  the  State, 
the  coal-field  is  known  to  emhrace  about  150  square  miles.  The 
coal  lies  from  three  to  100  feet  below  the  surface  ;  it  varies  in 
thickness  from  12  to  39  inches,  and  the  quahty  is  excellent, 
equal  to  any  in  the  State,  The  coal  at  Thayer,  in  Neoslio 
County,  is  of  very  superior  quality,  but  of  less  extent  tlian  that 
in  Montgomery  County.  !No  coal  has  been  found  in  Howard, 
or  the  counties  west  of  it,  nor  in  the  valley  of  the  Verdigris, 
north  of  Montgomery,  that  will  repay  working.  The  counties 
.of  Bourbon  and  Cherokee  have  quite  extensive  coal-fields,  with 
about  the  same  thickness  of  seam  and  distance  below  the  sur- 
face as  in  Montgomery.  The  thickest  seam  in  the  latter  county 
is  three-fourths  of  a  mile  south  of  Independence,  which  measures 
from  30  to  39  inches  in  thickness,  and  can  be  worked  at  from 
five  to  seven  cents  per  busheL  As  to  whether  there  is  a  lower 
seam  is  still  an  open  question,  as  no  test  has  been  made. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  best  portion  of  the  Kansas  coal- 
field adjoins  the  Indian  Territory ;  and  doubtless  it  extends  into 
that  unknown  country,  which,  in  addition  to  its  deposits  of  fael, 
is  said  to  be,  in  other  respects,  one  of  the  finest  portions  of  the 
United  States. 

Prof.  Swallow  gives  an  elaborate  section  of  the  carboniferous 
rocks  of  Eastern  and  Southern  Kansas,  but  it  contains  so  little 
of  economical  value,  that  the  following  summary  of  it,  in  de- 
scending order,  will  be  sufficient  for  tlie  general  reader : 

1.  Upper  Coat-Measures,  391  feet  thick,  consisting  of  56 
layers  of  marls,  limestones,  slmles,  and  sandstones,  including 
three  thin  seams  of  coal,  measuring,  respectively,  one  to  three 
inches,  and  four  to  ten  inches. 

2.  The  Chocolate  Jjijmstone  Series,  79  feet  thick,  in  10  layers, 
with  no  coal-seams.  The  rocks,  like  all  that  follow,  are  lime- 
stones, shales,  and  sandstones. 

8.  The  Stanton  Zimeetone  Series,  1i  feet  thick,  in  five  layers, 
with  a  seam  of  bituminous  coal,  the  Marais  des  Cygnes  and  Ver- 
digris bed,  from  one  foot  to  two  feet  six  inches. 

4.  Ca/ve  Sock  Series,  16  feet ;  consisting  of  the  Cave  lime- 
stone, 25  feet,  and  the  Einstein  sandstone,  50  feet. 

5.  Sjn-inff  Hook  Series,  88  feet  thick,  in  nine  layers,  with 
two  seams  of  coal,  one  of  them  four  to  eight  inches,  in  Miami 
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Connty;  and  the  other  46  feet  lower,  six  inches  to  oiie  foot  six 
inches ;  its  locality  being  west  of  Baptist  Mission,  west  of  To- 
peka, 

6.  WeU  Sock  Series,  238  feet  thick,  in  11  layers,  containing 
a  coal-seam  from  one  to  five  inches,  at  Centre  Creek,  west  of 
Lawrence. 

7.  Marads  dm  Cygnes  Coal  Series,  303  feet  thick,  in  25 
layers,  with  fonr  seams  of  coal  measuring  respectively  two 
inches  ;  one  foot  eight  inches  to  two  feet  nine  inches,  in  Linn 
County ;  one  foot  to  two  feet  six  inches  at  Marais  des  Cygnes ; 
and  two  to  three  feet  at  the  same  locality,  and  at  Mound  City. 

8.  Pawnee  JJimestone  Series,  112  feet  thick,  in  nine  layers, 
containing  six  inches  of  coal  and  eoal-sniut  above  Fort  Scott. 

9.  Fort  ScoU  Series,  142  feet  thick,  in  12  layers,  with  two 
seams  of  coal,  one  of  them  six  inches,  and  the  other  one  foot 
four  inches,  at  Little  Osage,  Fort  Scott,  and  south  to  Drywood 
and  Bone  Creek,  and  west  to  Keosho. 

10.  Fort  Scott  Marble  Series,  23  feet  thick,  in  seven  Uyers, 
with  a  seam  of  good  coal  at  its  base,  two  feet  six  inches,  at  Little 
Osage  below  the  State  line. 

11.  Lower  Coal  Series,  353  feet  thick,  in  24  layers,  with  five 
seams  of  cold :  (1.)  The  upper  and  largest,  five  to  seven  feet  thick, 
at  Dorsey's  eoal-bank  on  Middle  Fork,  Cow  Creek,  in  Cherokee 
County.  Prof.  Swallow  saw  but  four  feet  of  this  coal,  as  the 
bank  was  caved  in,  but  it  was  reported  to  be  seven  or  eight  feet 
thick  in  places.  (2.)  The  next  seam,  40  feet  lower,  is  two  to  six 
inches  of  coal  and  smut.  (3.)  The  next  is  also  coal  and  smut,  two 
to  four  inches,  69  feet  lower.  The  fourth  in  descending  order 
was  but  partially  seen,  and  is  probably  the  same  as  the  three- 
feet  bed  on  Cow  Creek.  The  fifth  is  120  feet  lower,  and  is  six 
to  10  inches  of  coal,  on  the  Neosho,  at  the  southern  State  line. 

12.  The  Lower  Carboniferous  Formatwn,  the  lowest  in  the 
State,  is  found  at  Baxter's  Springs,  and  measures  120  feet. 

The  total  thickness  of  coal-measures  in  Southern  Kansas  is 
2,000  feet,  with  22  seams  of  coal,  10  of  them  over  one  foot  in 
thickness. 

The  leading  deposits  now  worked  are  those  at  Fort  Scott, 
near  the  southeastern  borders  of  the  State,  at  Carbondale,  Osage 
County,  on  the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Yh  Railroad,  and  at 
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Leavenworth.  The  furfaee-veins  at  Fort  Scott  are  about  20 
inches  thick,  and  covered  with  about  three  feet  of  what  has  been 
supposed  to  be  slate,  until  recently  a  geologist  liaa  pronounced 
it  eannel-coal  of  a  good  quality.  It  burns  well,  and  has  great 
heating  properties.  Throughout  Kansas  the  Fort  Scott  soft 
coal  has  come  into  general  use,  and  large  quantities  are  con- 
sumed by  railroads.  The  Kansas  Pacific  was,  until  lately, 
wholly  supplied  with  fuel  from  this  source.  The  Osage  coal 
is  now  taking  its  place  to  some  extent  on  the  Kansas  division, 
while  the  Boulder  Valley  Coal,  to  a  gre:)t  extent,  meets  the 
wants  of  the  Colorado  division.  Several  founderics  at  Kansas 
City,  Leavenworth,  and  Lawrence,  use  tlie  Fort  Scott  coal. 
The  Osage  coal-measures  show  the  best  results  thus  far.  Some 
six  or  eight  car-loads  are  delivered  at  Topeka  daily  for  distri- 
bution to  all  points,  while  considerable  quantities  go  down,  via 
Emporia,  to  points  on  the  Missouri,  Kansas  &. Texas  Railroad. 
The  openings  near  Leavenworth  are  now  supplying  this  and 
neighboring  cities.  On  the  Leavenworth,  Lawrence  &  Gal- 
veston Railroad,  near  Ottawa,  Franklin  County,  there  are  work- 
able coal-beds,  and  that  railroad  is  in  a  measure  supplied  from 
them.  Openings  have  also  been  made  at  other  points.  Mining 
is  of  course  in  its  infancy  in  Kansas.  The  whole  attention  of 
the  past  few  years  has  been  given  to  farming,  and  most  of  the 
large  towns  owe  their  growth  to  the  fact  that  their  position 
makes  them  supply  centres  and  distributors  or  marts  of  com- 
merce. 

Twenty-two  distinct  and  separate  beds  of  coal  have  been 
traced  out.  Many  of  these  are  thin,  and  but  of  little  practical 
value  ;  but  10  of  them  range  from  one  to  seven  feet  in  thickness 
of  coal  for  domestic  and  manufacturing  purposes.  In  this  State, 
as  well  as  in  Missouri,  the  thickest  beds  are  found  near  the  base 
of  the  coal-measures.  They  crop  out  most  plainly  and  abun- 
dantly in  the  southern  portion  of  the  State ;  while  at  Leaven- 
worth, the  coal-shaft  was  sunk  700  feet  before  they  were  reached. 
Some  individual  beds  of  coal  are  found  which  thin  out  toward 
the  northwest,  and  others  entirely  disappear  in  that  direction. 
Three  of  the  beds  that  appear  in  Southern  Kansas  were  entirely 
absent  in  the  Leavenworth  openings,  and  most  of  the  others 
bad  thinned  out  to  one-half  or  three-fourths  their  original  thick- 
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nesa.  This  increase  of  carbonaceoua  deposits  toward  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  State  points  in  that  direction  for  the  fullest  de- 
velopment of  the  Kansas  coal-iields.  The  thick  bed  knowTi  in 
the  Missouri  Valley  as  the  "  Boonville  bed"  is  traced  as  a  con- 
tinuation in  Kansas.  In  the  Leavenworth  coal-mines,  700  feet 
below  the  surface,  its  greatest  thickness  is  38  inches,  and  thins 
ont  to  22  inches.  At  Fort  Scott  the  surface  was  penetrated  in 
two  instances,  by  borings,  to  the  depth  of  300  feet  and  over,  and 
each  time  passed  through  seven  or  eight  feet  of  coal.  A  shaft 
was  mined  two  miles  from  that  town,  and  covering  the  distance 
of  the  borings,  bnt  no  coal  was  found.  South  of  Port  Scott, 
the  "Boonville  bed"  is  from  five  to  seven  feet  thick.  It  is 
found  that  Eastern  Kansas  has  an  area  of  17,000  sq^uare  miles 
underlaid  with  coal ;  and  probably  a  like  area  in  Western  Kan- 
sas, replete  with  lignite  or  brown  coal. 

C.  C.  Hutchinson,  in  his  "Resources  of  Kansas,"  reports 
that  in  the  shaft  at  Leavenworth,  at  the  depth  of  710  feet,  an  ex- 
cellent quality  of  coal  was  found,  the  bed  varying  from  22  to 
28  inches  in  thickness,  averaging  25  inches.  This  mine  has  an 
excellent  steam-engine,  and  good  facilities  for  delivering  coal. 
It  is  proposed  to  sink  the  shaft  to  a  greater  depth,  as  it  is  be- 
lieved that  a  vein  three  feet  in  thickness  can  he  readied  at  a 
depth  of  1,000  feet  from  the  surface.  One  of  the  upper  coal- 
veins,  much  inferior  in  quality  to  the  shaft-coal  mentioned,  was 
formerly  worked  a  few  miles  distant  from  Leavenworth,  and 
other  veins  have  been  worked  in  Northern  Kansas. 

The  coals  of  the  upper  strata  which  are  moat  worked  are  in 
Osage  and  Franklin  CountieB.  The  western  portion  of  the  lat- 
ter county,  and  perhaps  the  entire  surface  of  the  former,  with 
portions  of  the  adjoining  counties,  are  occupied  by  veins  show- 
ing themselves  in  many  places,  and  everywhere  within  a  few 
feet  of  the  surface.  There  is  one  company  in  Franklin  County, 
and  four  or  five  in  Osage  County,  that  deliver  coal  on  the  rail- 
roads. The  mines  in  th^e  two  counties  show  about  22  to  25 
inches  of  solid  coal.  It  is  sold  throughout  the  counties,  at  the 
the  mines,  for  from  15  to  20  cents  per  bushel  of  80  poimds. 

Slining  is  prosecuted  extensively  by  organized  companies  in 
Bourbon  County,  near  Fort  Scott,  and  in  Crawford,  Ch^okee, 
Neosho,  and  Labette  Counties.    The  veins  that  are  worked  in 
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tliis  region  range  from  two  to  four  feet  in  thicbnesaj  and  are 
but  a  few  feet  below  the  eurface.  Coal  is  found  in  workable 
veins  in  every  county  throughout  the  coal-formation,  but  ap- 
proved methods  of  exploring  and  opening  these  veins  have  been 
employed  in  but  few  instances ;  very  little,  indeed,  is  known,  as 
yet,  of  the  rcsourceB  of  the  State  in  this  regard,  and  discoveries 
are  constantly  being  made. 

The  Kansas  coal,  of  which  we  have  been  speaking,  is  bitu- 
minous eoal,  and  of  a  superior  quality.  There  ia  consider- 
able lustre  to  its  broken  edges,  and  it  does  not  crumble  to  dust 
by  handling  and  shipping,  as  does  much  of  the  coal  in  other 
Western  States.  It  is  used  upon  all  the  railroads,  both  for 
locomotive  and  machine  shops.  It  is  also  extensively  used  for 
domestic  purposes,  and  universally  by  blacksmiths.  It  is  sin- 
gularly free  from  sulphur,  and  burns  with  the  clear,  white  flame 
of  Pittsburg  coal. 

There  is  a  species  of  coal  in  the  western  portion  of  Kansas 
classed  as  lignite.  This  is  a  distinction  without  an  apparent 
difference  to  the  ordinary  observer,  between  the  best  specimens 
of  it  and  the  common  bituminous  varieties.  It  ia  a  lighter  coal, 
containing  more  gaseous  matter  and  less  carbon.  Generally, 
the  proportion  of  fixed  carbon  is  so  small  that  it  is  not  suitable 
for  smithing,  but  it  answers  well  for  heating  purposes.  From 
recent  discoveries,  it  seems  to  have  a  wide  distribution,  and  will 
play  an  important  part  in  the  settlement  of  that  region.  Little 
is  really  known  about  the  mineral  deposits  of  Western  Kansas, 
as  the  State  geological  surveys  have  not  extended  so  far,  but 
there  is  evidence  that  among  its  abundant  sources  of  wealth  we 
must  reckon  the  coal  or  lignite  deposits  as  not  the  least  valuable. 

The  following  very  valuable  infoi-mation  in  regard  to  the 
production  of  coal  in  Kansas  in  1871,  and  as  to  the  relative 
value  of  that  produced  in  different  localities,  has  been  kindly 
fimiished  by  A.  B.  Garwin,  the  General  Fuel  Agent  of  the 
Kansas  Pacific  Kaiiroad,  by  permission  of  J.  E.  Eowen,  Esq.,  the 
General  Superintendent.  The  lignite  mentioned  as  having 
been  obtained  from  Carbon  and  Koek  Springs  mines,  in  Wy- 
oming Territory,  and  the  Golden  City  and  Erie  mines  in  Colo- 
rado, is  here  given  to  make  the  statement  complete  as  to  the 
Kansas  Pacific  Eailroad : 
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"In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Kansas  Pacific  Eailroad  trans- 
ported for  individuals  5,646  tons  received  at  tlie  following  sta- 
tions: State  line,  1,844;  Leavenworth,  1,076  ;  Topeka,  3,162; 
Junction  City,  143 ;  Solomon,  33 ;  Salina,  11 ;  Wilson's,  13 ; 
Ellis,  7 ;  and  Denver,  357. 

"  Of  tiie  coal  used  by  this  railroad  company,  the  3,075  tons 
received  at  WOson's  (239  miles  west  from  here '),  South  Godfrey, 
666  miles  distant,  73  miles  east  of  Denver,  are  all  that  have  been 
received  from  along  the  line  of  our  road.  This  coal  was  obtained 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  its  value  as  a  locomotive-fuel,  and 
proved  worthless.  No  serviceable  coal  has  as  yet  been  devel- 
oped on  this  road.  The  coal  from  Fort  Scott,  104  miles  south 
of  Kansas  City,  is  what  is  familiarly  Imown  as  the  Fort  Scott 
'  rusty,'  or  '  brown '  coal,  and  is  unquestionably  the  best  for 
locomotives  and  smithing  to  which  we  have  access.  The  Eock 
Spring  Coal,  from  "Wyoming  Territory,  is  probably  superior  for 
locomotives. .  The  Fort  Scott  coal  occurs  within  a  few  feet  of 
the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  is  obtained  by  '  stripping.'  It 
contains  but  little  slate  or  sulphur. 

"  The  Leavenworth  coal,  mined  through  a  shaft  710  feet  in 
depth,  is  the  second  in  quality,  in  general  use.  Its  only  objec- 
tionable feature  is  the  large  proportion  of  sulphur,  or  iron  py- 
rites, it  contains. 

'  Kansas  City. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


KANSAS  PACIFIC   RAILROAD. 


495 


"  That  from  Coalfield,  Cherokee  County,  140  miles  south  of 
Kansas  City,  and  Oswego  and  Chetopa,  in  Labette  County,  175 
miles  Bontbeast  of  Junction  City,  Kansas,  seems  to  rank  next  in 
quality.  It  is  strong  in  body,  makes  an  intensely  hot  fire,  and 
steams  well.  It  'clinkers'  badly,  and  makes  snd  havoc  with 
fire-boxes  and  grates.  It  is  quite  extensively  used  as  a  gas-coal, 
under  the  name  of  Cherokee.  Next  in  rank  we  will  place  the 
Carbondale,  more  familiarly  known  as  the  Osage  coal,  occupy- 
ing from  18  to  40  miles  southwest  of  Topeka.  It  is  not  as 
strong  as  either  of  those  previously  mentioned,  but  has  the 
advantage  of  being  comparatively  free  from  slate  and  sulphur. 

"  The  coal  from  Golden  City,  and  Erie,  Colorado,  comes  from 
the  bountiful  deposits  at  the  base  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  It 
is  quite  free  from  impurities,  and  bums  freely  and  rapidly.  It 
crumbles  or  stacks  very  quickly  on  exposure  to  the  air  and  the 
sun,  and  for  this  reason  it  is  placed  last  in  the  list  of  desirable 
coals.  From  Missouri  we  receive  coal  of  considerable  impurity 
and  light  in  body.  It  crumbles  rapidly,  and  is  only  used  by 
this  company  in  times  of  scarcity,  when  more  desirable  qualities 
are  not  to  be  had." 

The  United  SUtes  .census  of  1870  reports  32,938  tons  of 
coal  as  the  production  of  Kansas  for  the  previous  year,  of  which 
20,635  tons  were  from  Osage  County. 

Ziffnite. — The  existence  of  thick  beds  of  good  bro'wn  coal, 
over  a  large  area  in  Western  Kansas,  has  been  ascertained. 
These  beds  crop  out  on  the  Smoky  Hill  from  Cedar  Bluffs,  some 
25  or  30"  miles  from  Salina,  in  Saline  County,  westward.  In 
thickness  they  range  from  three  to  seven  feet,  and  they  extend 
a  long  way  up  Smoky  Hill,  and  probably  beyond  the  w^tem 
boundary  of  the  State. 

The  importance  of  these  vast  beds  of  fuel  along  the  valley 
of  the  Smoky  Hill,  in  Central  Western  Kansas,  can  scarcely  be 
estimated.  Without  them,  this  beautiful  and  fertile  valley,  des- 
tined to  be  the  great  line  of  travel  to  the  Monntain_States,  would 
be  but  sparsely  populated.  But,  with  this  abundant  supply  of 
fuel,  towns  and  villages  will  spring  up,  surrounded  by  flourisliing 
communities,  whose  surplus  products  will  supply  the  mining 
population  in  the  Mountain  States. 
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ARKANSAS. 

The  coal-meaBTires  of  the  TJnited  States  appear  to  be  divided 
into  three  members  by  two  different  and  thick  strata  of  eand- 
Btone,  the  Mahoning  sandstone  and  the  millstone  grit.  The 
upper  member  is  underlaid  by  the  Mahoning  sandstone,  which 
is  sometimes  eonglomeritic  in  its  upper  part.  This  member, 
400  to  500  feet  in  thickness,  contains  in  Pennsylvania  the  great 
Pittsburg  bed  aa  its  lowest  coal-seam,  with  the  Barren  Measures 
below  it.  The  second  member  in  the  descending  order,  of  about 
the  same  thickness  as  the  former,  lies  between  the  Mahoning 
sandstone  and  the  millstone  grit  series,  or  conglomerate  forma- 
tion, and  contains  also  from  four  to  six  workable  strata  of  coal, 
two  of  which  are  generally  from  four  to  six  feet  thick. 

The  millstone  grit,  a  variable  formation,  considering  either 
the  thickness  or- the  nature  of  its  strata,  has  been  considered  as 
the  base  of  the  true  coal-measures ;  and  the  coal-bearihg  strata 
underlying  it  liave  been  named  by  some  geologists  the  False 
Coal-measures.  But  the  fossil  plants  found  in  it  prove  that  it 
is  a  true  member  of  the  coal-formations,  and  in  some  counties 
it  contains  two  or  three  beds  of  coal  which  can  be  profitably 
worked. 

All  the  coal-beds  of  Arkansas  appear  to  belong  to  this  lowest 
member  of  the  coal-formations  underlying  the  millstone  grit. 
All  the  hills  or  mountains,  at  the  base  of  which  coal-strata  have 
been  found  in  Arkansas,  are  formed  of  shales,  or  various  kinds 
of  sandstones,  all  belonging  to  the  conglomerate  aeries,  which 
reach  here  a  great  thickness.  On  the  top  of  the  highest  moun- 
tains her  geologists  have  failed  to  discover  a  trace  of  the  coal,  or 
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of  the  other  measures  which  follow  the  millstone  grit  in  the 
ascending  order.  The  millstone  grit,  as  well  as  the  underlying 
strata  near  the  western  limit  of  the  coal  basin,  takes,  apparently,  a 
great  development.  Moreover,  the  extraordinary  horizontality 
of  the  geological  measures  in  "Western  Arkansas  causes  an  ex- 
tensive distribution  of  the  strata  containing  the  coal,  either  near 
the  surface,  or  at  a  depth  where  the  combuBtible  material  may 
be  easily  reached. 

D.D.  Owen,  in  his  geological  survey  of  Northern  Arkansas, 
noticed  with  surprise  the  vast  extent,  both  vertically  and  super- 
ficially, of  the  millstone  grit  and  the  associated  shales.  There 
were  eight  whole  counties  that  were  then  known  to  be  almost 
entirely  occupied  by  this  foi-mation,  besides  a  large  portion  of 
six  other  counties.  Another  fact  with  which  he  was  strongly 
impressed  was,  the  immense  quantity  of  silex  in  the  shape  of 
chert,  buhretone,  and  chalcedonix  flint,  irregularly  mixed  and 
segregated  among  the  other  rocks,  especially  the  limestones,  or 
diffused  as  quartz,  in  veins  among  the  sandstones.  He  reports 
that  he  had  travelled  for  days  and  weeks  upon  these  silicious 
formations,  both  among  the  rocks  of  sub -carboniferous  and  lower 
Silurian  date. 

Coal  has  been  found  and  surveyed  in  12  counties  in  Ar- 
kansas, and  just  in  those  that  are  farthest  from  the  great  coal- 
basins  east  of  the  Mississippi.  The  combustible  mineral  becomes 
still  more  valuable,  from  its  situation  along  and  on  both  sides 
of  the  Arkansas  River.  The  counties  of  "Washington,  Crawford, 
Sebastian,  lYanklin,  Scott,  Johnson,  Tell,  Pope,  Perry,  Con- 
way, "White,  and  Pulaski,  are  all  of  them  situated  almost  entirely 
in  the  coal-basin  of  Arkansas,  and  its  productive  strata  may  yet 
be  extended  into  the  adjoining  counties.  The  field  contains,  in 
all,  9,043  square  miles. 

Two  beds  of  coal  have  been  found  in  Arkansas,  but  the  low- 
est only  as  yet  has  been  found  of  workable  thickness. ,  The  sub- 
carboniferous  measures  generally  underlie  it  at  a  short  distance, 
and  no  coal  can  be  expected  to  he  found  in  them.  The  coal 
strata  underlie,  at  a  distance  of  50  to  100  feet,  a  bed  of  red  fer- 
ruginous clay,  or  red  earth,  which  is  easily  distinguished  wher- 
ever it  appears,  like  the  Umbral  red  shale  of  Pennsylvania. 
■  The  best  and  thickest  coal  as  yet  seen,  in  Arkansas,  is  the 
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Spadra  coal,  in  Johnson  County.  It  is  a  semi-anthracite,  even 
richer  in  fixed  carbon  than  the  Zerhe's  Eun  coal,  of  the  Shamo- 
kin  coal-field  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  pronounced  by  Dr.  Owen 
superior,  for  mannfacturing  purposes,  to  any  Western  coal  at 
present  known,  where  durability,  intense  heat,  and  reduction, 
are  required.  It  crops  out  close  to  the  Arkansas  Hiver,  above 
the  mouth  of  Spadra  Creek,  and  extends  back  into  the  interior 
of  Johnson  County.  In  some  places,  near  the  mouth  of  Spadra 
Creek,  the  coal  is  three  and  a  half  feet  thick,  including  a  clay 
painting  of  three  inches,  and  about  six  inches  of  brashy  coal. 
The  same  coal  crops  out  above  the  town  of  Spadra,  on  the  bank 
of  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  where  it  is  said  to  be  four  feet  thick. 
It  is  thus  probable  that  the  same  coal  will  be  found  all  around 
the  county. 

The  value  of  the  coal-beds  of  a  country  is  necessarily  rela^ 
tive,  and  cannot  be  estimated  by  the  price  or  the  value  of  coal 
at  another  place.  A  coal-bod,  like  that  at  Spadra  Creek,  three 
and  a  half  feet  thick,  producing  about  three  feet  of  clean,  semi- 
bituminous  coal,  will  hereafter,  when  the  demand  increases, 
give  to  the  owners  profitable  results.  It  is  true  that,  in  Ar- 
kansas, the  working  of  coal  will  never  excite  such  speculation 
and  employ  such  a  capital  as  in  the  great  coal-producing  regions, 
but,  from  what  is  known  about  the  distribution  of  the  sub-con- 
glomerate coal  in  Arkansas,  one  has  the  right  to  assert  that  by- 
and-by  coal  will  be  found,  if  not  in  very  thick  strata,  at  least 
abundantly  enough  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  future  manufac- 
turing establishments  of  the  country. 

The  fossil  plants  prove  that  the  true  coal-measures  descend 
as  low  as  the  sub-carboniferous  limestones,  and  even  to  the 
second  bed  of  the  Archimedes  limestone.  Not  much  coal  is 
fonnd  there,  it  is  true,  but  it  is  the  beginning,  the  infancy  of 
the  epoch  which,  as  at  the  time  of  its  decrepitude,  and  near  its 
end,  has  the  strata  of  combustible  matter  scarcely  formed,  and 
thin. 

The  seams  of  coal  found  at  various  other  places  on  both  sides 
of  the  Arkansas  Kiver  are  reported  at  about  10  inches  or  a  foot 
thick.  But  at  the  Jenny  Lind  prairie,  in  Sebastian  Coimty, 
the  coal  is  four  and  a  half  feet  thick,  and  has  two  clay  partings 
of  about  one  inch  each.    But  the  top  coal,  for  about  one  toot  of 
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ita  thicbnesa,  is  a  shaly  or  brashy  coal  of  little  value  as  a  com- 
bustible.  It  looks  like  a  brittle,  black  shale,  intermixed  with 
lamellfe  of  coal-matter,  and  full  of  broken  remains  of  plants 
difficult  to  determine. 

There  is  another  locality  where  the  coal-bed  in  Sebastian 
County,  three  and  a  half  feet  thick,  is  overlaid  like  the  last  by  half 
a  foot  of  brash  coal.  These  two  banks,  compared  with  the  thick- 
ness of  the  same  strata  in  Crawford  and  Washington  Counties, 
would,  perhaps,  indicate  a  progressive  increase  in  the  derelop- 
ment  of  the  sub-conglomerate  coal  toward  the  south. 

The  coal-seam  ia  the  southern  part  of  Franklin  and  Johnson 
Comities  does  not  appear  to  exceed  two  feet  in  thickness.  Along 
nearly  the  whole  course  of  Petit  Jean  Mountain,  in  Perry  and 
Tell  Counties,  a  seam  of  coal  can  be  traced  usually  from  one 
foot  to  15  inches  thick,  occupying  a  position  about  100  feet 
above  the  base  of  the  mountain. 

In  the  higher  ranges,  for  instance,  in  the  Magazine  Moun- 
tain, coal  of  about  the  same  thickness  has  been  detected  upward 
of  500  feet  above  the  level  of  the  farms  in  the  plains  below  the 
mountain  ;  whether  this  ia  the  same,  or  a  distinct  bed  of  coal, 
has  not  been  ascertained. 

In  Conway  County  the  coal  is  from  four  to  20  inches  thiclv. 
The  following  analyses  are  given  of  Arkansas  coals  : 
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These  analyses.  Dr.  Owen  says,  prove  the  coal  to  be  semi- 
bituminous,  like  some  of  the  coal  in  George's  Creek  Yalley, 
Maryland ;  but,  in  fact,  these  coals  contain  more  carbon,  and 
are  anthracite  or  semi-anthracite.  Being  far  richer  in  fixed  car- 
bon than  most  of  the  coals  in  the  Western  States,  they  are  there- 
fore almost  twice  as  durable  in  the  fire  with  proper  access  of 
air.  The  existence  of  a  semi-anthracite  or  semi-bituminous  coal 
in  the  West  is  the  more  surprising,  as  the  formation  is  level  and 
undisturbed,  and  bearing  little  evidence  of  metamorphism  or 
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change  bj  internal  heat.  There  is,  however,  roek  of  undoubted 
igneous  origin,  60  miles  south  of  Johnson  County,  in  Hot 
Spi-ings  County.  The  igneous  rocks  are  no  doubt  near  enough 
to  the  surface  to  have  excited  an  igneous  action,  and  to  have 
expelled  the  greater  portion  of  the  gaseous  matter.  The  peculiar 
fissured  structure  of  the  Spadra  coal  favors  the  idea  that  the 
volatile  matter  was  expelled  not  only  by  prolonged  chemical 
action,  but  by  heat  which  causes  an  expansion  of  the  particles, 
and  that  severing  the  coal  gives  it  a  friable  tendency,  and  a 
peculiar  subdivision  into  cuboidal  lumps. 

Indian  Tebkhoey. — It  will  have  been  noticed  that  the  coal- 
field of  Kansas  evidently  extends  over  the  north  Hne,  and  that 
of  Arkansas  over  the  east  line,  of  the  territory  occupied  by  the 
Indian  tribes  who  were  removed  west  of  the  Mississippi  River. 
The  coal-field  of  Texas  also  approaches  the  south  line  of  that 
territory.  All  these  facts  indicate  the  existence  of  important 
fields  of  coal  of  which  nothing  is  known  in  that  beautifial  coun- 
try. The  coal  of  Arkansas  and  Texas,  too,  although  the  beds 
are  not  large,  is  of  unusually  good  quality  for  western  coal. 
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In  the  Eeports  of  tlie  United  States  Explorations  for  the 
Pacific  Eailroad,  near  the  32d  parallel  of  latitude,  Prof. 
William  P.  Elake  reports  that  a  number  of  seams  of  hitumi- 
nous  coal,  varying  in  thictnesa  from  two  to  four  feet,  have  been 
opened  along  the  Brazos  River,  and  the  coal  is  made  use  of  at 
Fort  Belknap,  in  Young  County,  in  the  northwestern  part  of 
Texas.  Dr.  Shumard  also  states  that  the  characteristic  fossil 
forms  of  the  Carhoniferons  era  have  been  found  with  this  coal, 
and  considers  the  age  of  the  formation  eetabhahed.  Fossils  ob- 
tained from  the  carboniferous  limestone  remove  all  doubt  of 
the  Carboniferous  age  of  these  deposits. 

It  is  most  probable  that  this  coal-deposit  is  of  great  extent, 
underlying  a  broad  area  in  Texas,  and  extending  into  N'ew 
Mexico.  The  coal  is  said  to  be  of  a  fair  quality,  and  bums 
freely,  leaving  a  white  or  gray  ash,  and  does  not  cause  any 
trouble  in  slagging.  The  coal-seam  is  four  and  a  half  feet 
thick,  is  horizontal,  and  divided  in  the  middle  by  a  thin  layer  of 
slate,  from  one  to  four  inches  thick.  It  has  been  in  use  at  Fort 
Belknap  for  a  long  time,  and  extensive  excavations  were  made 
into  it  in  the  bank.  It  is  found  at  many  places  along  the  bluff 
banks  of  the  river,  where  it  has  been  opened  into,  and  good  coal 
taken  out.  The  coal-seam  was  also  found  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  from  the  fort,  at  a  depth  of  60  feet,  in  sinking  a  well.  The 
coal  at  Fort  Belknap  can  be  taken  out  in  large  blocks  and 
masses,  but  when  exposed  to  the  air  they  fall  to  pieces. 

B.  F.  Shumard,  in  his  first  geological  report  of  Texas,  pub- 
hshed  in  1859,  says  the  area  of  this  coal-field  may  be  reasonably 
estimated  at  from  4,000  to  5,000  square  miles.      From  Fort 
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Belknap  it  extends  uninterruptedly  southeastwardly  to  Patrick 
Creek,  in  the  soutliweBt  part  of  Parker  County,  more  than 
160  miles,  westwardly  about  40  miles,  and  southwestwardly 
beyond  Camp  Colorado,  in  Callahan  County,  100  miles.  Ko 
trace  of  it  can  be  seen  in  a  northern  direction  more  than  six 
or  eight  miles  from  Tort  Belknap,  but  it  is  highly  probable 
that  it  reaches  in  that  direction  into  Archer,  Baylor,  and  Clay 
Counties.  It  is  probably  the  same  formation  that  is  developed 
in  San  Saba  and  some  of  the  counties  adjacent  on  the  Colorado 
Eiver  nearly  south  of  Tort  Belknap. 

The  strata  composing  the  coal-measures  of  Texas  have  a 
thickness  estimated  at  not  less  than  300  feet,  containing  fossils 
characteristic  of  the  coal-measures  of  Missouri,  Iowa,  Blinoisj 
and  Kentucky,  and  the  coal  produced  is  of  the  same  general 
character.  In  Young  County,  in  which  Port  Belknap  is  situ- 
ated, and  Buchanan  County,  south  of  it,  and  in  Palo  Pinto, 
adjoining  it  on  the  east,  outcrops  of  coal  appear  at  a  number 
of  points.  Mr.  Shumard  gives  an  analysis  by  Dr.  Kiddell  of 
coal  from  a  three-and-a-half-feet  seam  on  Whiskey  Creek,  two 
miles  north  of  Fort  Belknap,  showing  moisture,  at  312",  7.9, 
other  volatile  matter  36.3,  fixed  carbon  62.8,  and  ashes  3.0, 
Other  samples  of  coal  from  Denton  County,  directly  east  of 
Fort  Belknap,  are  elsewhere  reported  as  yielding  3S.  of  volatile 
matter,  61.  of  carbon,  and  3.  of  ashes,  and  other  samples  from 
Burleson  County,  near  Washington,  Texas,  are  reported  as 
yielding  23.  of  volatile  matter,  75.  of  carbon,  and  3.  of  ashes. 

S.  B.  Buckley,  in  hia  report  in  1866,  says  there  are  from  two 
to  four  seams  of  coal  at  Fort  Belknap,  and  about  six  miles 
north  of  that  place  is  a  bed  of  coal  five  feet  thick.  He  de- 
scribes the  country  as  undulating,  with  hills  from  100  to  200 
feet  high,  with  gentle  slopes.  The  blacksmiths  of  the  country 
say  it  is  a  good  quality  of  bituminous  coal,  and  little  if  any 
different  from  the  coal  of  the  Western  eoal-fields  in  Ohio, 
Illinois,  and  Kentucky.  Besides  the  eoal-area  just  described,  it 
is  highly  probable  that  productive  coal-beds  will  be  discovered 
in  the  extreme  western  portion  of  Texas.  Fossils  of  the  coal- 
measures  have  been  found  in  the  Hueco  Mountains,  and  coal 
is  reported  to  have  been  found  in  El  Paso  County. 

Connected  with  the  tertiary  formation,  which  occupies  a  vast 
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area  in  tie  eastern  and  middle  portions  of  Texas,  are  extensive 
beds  of  brown  coal  or  lignite,  wliieh  may  become  of  great  ser- 
vice to  the  public.  Prof.  Sliamard'a-  detailed  examinations 
in  Eush  County  show  tbat  a  large  portion  of  this  county  is 
underlaid  by  deposits  of  this  material,  exposures  of  which  occur 
at  a  great  many  localities,  the  beds  varying  from  six  inches  to 
eight  feet  in  thickness.  At  a  number  of  localities  the  lignite 
appears  to  he  of  good  quality,  and  adapted  to  the  ordinary  pur- 
poses of  fuel.  It  varies  greatly  in  character  in  different  sec- 
tions of  the  county,  some  specimens  exhibiting  the  woody 
fibre  with  tolerable  distinctness,  while  others  show  no  traces  of 
organic  structure,  being  dull,  shining-black,  and  very  compact, 
in  structure. 

Hush  County  is  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  State, 
KeguJar  seams  of  lignite,  of  more  or  less  value,  have  also  been 
fliscovered  by  the  geological  corps  in  the  neighboring  counties 
of  Harrison  and  Cass.  In  the  northeast  comer  of  the  latter, 
near  the  comer  of  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  at 
Stone-Coal  Bluff,  there  is  a  bed  of  lignite  ten  feet  thick,  which 
resembles  the  bituminous  coal  of  Port  Belknap  both  in  chemi- 
cal composition  and  external  character.  Grayson  County,  on 
the  Ked  Kiver,  the  north  line  of  the  State,  is  also  mentioned 
as  containing  lignite.  Another  region  of  the  State  on  the 
Colorado  Kiver,  south  and  southeast  of  Austin,  produces  lignite, 
being  the  counties  of  Bastrop,  Fayette,  Caldwell,  and  Guada^ 
lnpe. 

S.  B.  Buckley,  in  the  report  before  referred  to,  mentions  beds 
of  lignite  which  he  measured  near  Bastrop,  which  were  five 
feet  thick.  They  are  also  quite  common  in  Fayette  County  and 
Brazos,  Burleson,  and  Milan,  on  the  Brazos  Kiver,  and  in  some 
of  the  counties  on  the  Trinity  Kiver  and  on  the  Ked  River,  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  State,  Some  of  the  beds  are  so  thick 
and  of  so  good  a  quality  as  to  be  valuable  for  fuel. 

Beds  of  lignite  or  Tertiary  coal  are  found  at  many  other 
places  in  Texas.  A  bed  four  feet  thick  is  found  on  the  Colorado 
Kiver,  near  Bastrop,  beneath  a  layer  of  Eocene  fossils.  It  also 
occurs  oh  the  Brazos,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Brazos,  These 
localities  are,  however,  nearly  300  miles  distant  from  Fort 
Belknap,  and,  being  of  a  diflerent  age,  have  no  connection  with 
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the  deposits  at  that  place.  It  adds  to  the  importance  of  the 
Fort  Belknap  coal  that  none  has  been  found  west  of  it. 

Prof.  Jules  Mareou,  geologist  of  the  United  States  survey, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver  to  Pueblo  de  Los  Ange- 
les, says ;  "  We  have  not  met  upon  oar  route  with  beds  of  coal, 
but  the  presence  of  the  black  slate  between  the  mountain 
limestone  and  the  red  clay  of  the  Trias  indicates  the  existence 
of  beds  of  coal  on  several  points  of  the  Booty  Kountains,  and, 
indeed,  the  inhabitants  of  New  Mexico  pointed  out  to  me  in 
several  places  beds  of  bituminous  coal,  belonging,  without  any 
doubt,  to  the  rocks  of  the  coal-measures."  Later  researchesj 
however,  indicate  that  they  are  cretaceous.  Also  Prof.  "William 
P.  Blake,  in  his  report  of  the  geology  of  the  routes  in  California 
to  connect  with  the  routes  surveyed  near  the  thirty-second  and 
thirty-fifth  parallels,  says  the  geological  formation  examined  by 
the  survey  is  not  such  as  to  indicate  the  existence  of  mineraf 
coal  of  the  age  of  the  Carboniferous. 

But  it  is  unnecessary  to  enumerate  localities  where  coal  hae 
not  been  found,  especially  in  such  vast  wilderness  regions, 
where  coal  and  other  valuable  minerals,  if  they  exist,  can  only 
be  discovered  after  the  country  becomes  inhabited. 


Here  closes  the  history  of  the  Carboniferous  coal-fields  of 
America,  except  that  of  Nova  Scotia,  which  will  be  found  in 
Chapter  XXXII.  The  remaining  two  eastern  coal-regions  to 
be  described,  namely,  those  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 
are  of  the  Triassic  age ;  while  those  in  the  western  part  of  the 
continent  are  Cretaceous  or  Tertiary.  A  look  backward,  over 
the  vast  fields  of  buried  fuel  through  which  we  have  so  hastily 
travelled,  will  satisfy  the  reader  of  the  greatness  of  our  subject, 
and  that  this  is  but  a  hurried  sketch  of  a  picture,  all  the  details 
of  which  would  require  many  volumes. 
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The  coal-field  near  Eichmond,  in  Yirginia,  is  situated  in  the 
counties  of  Cliesterfield,  Powhatan,  Henrico,  and  Goochland, 
about  thirteen  miles  west  of  the  city  of  Kichmond.  Its  hoan- 
daries  are  given  in  detail  in  W.  B.  Rogers's  State  Geological 
Report  for  1840.  The  length  of  its  area,  from  its  most  north- 
em  to  its  most  southern  terminatioa,  is  about  30  miles,  and  its 
greatest  breadth  about  eight  miles.  There  are  several  small 
outlying  basins  on  the  eastern  margin  of  the  field  in  Chester- 
field County,  and  also  several  small  diverging  branches  near  its 
northern  margin,  R.  C,  Taylor,  in  1848,  estimates  the  whole 
area  at  185  square  miles.  J^early  opposite  to  the  extreme  north- 
ern part  of  this  coal-field,  and  separated  by  about  three  miles 
of  primary  rocks,,  lies  the  small  coal-tract  known  as  the  Spring- 
field and  Deep  Run  basin.  It  is  about  two  miles  in  length 
and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  width,  its  most  northern  termination 
being  a  short  distance  south  of  Chiekahominy  River. 

It  is  important  to  remark  that,  after  much  investigation  as 
regards  the  true  geological  charactet  of  these  coal-basins.  Prof. 
Rogers  became  satisfied  that  they  are  of  more  recent  produc- 
tion than  the  Carboniferous  strata  of  "Western  Virginia,  and 
most  of  the  European  coal-measures.  Well-preserved  fossils 
are  rare  in  these  coal-fields,  and  it  was  ori^nally  a  very  perplex- 
ing inquiry,  but  some  have  been  procured,  and  various  other 
data  have  served  to  illustrate  this  interesting  question.  The 
'  ProQi  reports  of  W.  B.  Eogers,  R.  C.  Taylor,  and  J.  P.  Lealej- 
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coal-field  of  Eichmond,  Virginia,  is  not  at  present  aa  important 
as  it  once  was  as  a  great  coal-producing  region,  bnt  it  presents 
many  curions  features,  and  in  a  work  of  this  kind  it  is  neces- 
sary tliat  correct  information  in  regard  to  it  be  giren.  Its 
geological  position  is  tmly  remarkable,  as  it  reposes  within  an 
extensive  depression  or  trough  of  granite,  with  large  feldspar 
crystals.  Outside  of  the  granite  next  occur  sienitie  rocks  and 
quartzose  schist,  gneiss,  hornblende,  elate,  and  other  primary 
rocks.  The  granite  declines  at  a  great  angle  toward  the  west 
on  the  eastern  margin  of  the  coal-region,  sinking  to  an  un- 
Icnown  depth  below  it,  and  rising  again  at  a  gradually-increas- 
ing angle  in  an  opposite  direction  toward  the  western  margin. 
The  coal-beds  crop  out  immediately  over  this  granite  on  both 
Bides,  evidently  conforming  to  the  configuration  of  that  rock. 
It  is  an  interesting  occurrence  that  this  coal-deposit  rests  upon 
granite  without  any  interposing  rocks,  except  occasionally  a 
few  inches  of  coal-shale. 

The  western  outcrop  is  commonly  termed  the  upper  seam, 
and  the  eastern  the  lower  seam,  but  on  careful  examination  the 
geological  continuity  or  conformity  of  the  whole  becomes  too 
apparent  to  leave  room  to  doubt  that  it  is  one  coextensive  de- 
posit filling  up  a  trough  of  uncertain  depth  in  the  primitive  rock. 

So  rapid  is  the  descent  of  this  rock  and  consequently  of  the 
superincumbent  coal-beds,  that  the  numerous  collieries  within 
its  limits  in  1835,  instead  of  being  distributed,  form  a  chain  of 
works  ranging  in  a  line  along  the  margin  both  at  the  eastern 
and  western  outcrops,  seldom  extending  farther  into  the  basin 
than  from  a  fourth  to  a  third  of  a  mile.  The  extreme  points 
in  a  north-northeast  direction,  where  coal-traces  exist,  are 
about  35  miles  apart,  that  is  to  say,  from  the  Appomattox 
Eiver  to  the  forks  of  the  Pamunkey. 

The  upper  seam,  which"  is  also  the  thickest,  consists  of  the 
best  quality  of  coal,  while  the  lower  seam  is  comparatively  in- 
ferior and  depreciated  by  sulphuret  of  iron.  Two  or  three 
coal  beds  or  seams  of  variable  thickness  comprise  from  11 
to  40  feet.  Commencing  on  the  northeast  part  of  the  coal- 
field we  find  the  coal  in  two  seams,  amounting  together  to  from 
10  to  17  feet.  On  the  northwest  side  are  two  seams,  in 
Anderson's  or  Graham's    pits,   30  feet    asunder,  the   highest 
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being  from  six  to  16  feet,  the  lower  from  four  to  eight  feet 
thick.  These  seams  are  said  to  come  together  farther  north. 
At  the  Eiver  pits,  on  the  south  eide  of  James  Eiver,  in  some 
old  workings  at  the  depth  of  130  feet,  was  a  20-foot  seam 
of  a  quality  equal  to  any  in  "Virginia.  This  work  was  sus- 
pended on  account  of  the  seam  heing  "  nipped  out "  by  the 
granite.  Crossing  to  the  east  side  of  the  coal-field,  we  find  some 
extraordinary  sections  of  this  mineral.  Hill's  pit  contains  three 
seams,  of  five,  six,  and  25  feet.  In  Mid-Lothian,  or  "Wool- 
ridge's  pit,  the  coal  in  one  seam  is  worked  above  30  feet, 
and  in  parts  of  the  same  mine  is  occasionally  much  thicker. 
In  the  Maidenhead,  or  Heath's  mine,  Prof.  Taylor  examined  a 
gallery  cut  in  a  solid  seam  of  splendid  coal  not  less  than  25 
feet  tliiek.  The  Black  Heath  coal,  which  is  reported  the  finest 
quality  in  the  district,  is  40  feet  thick.  In  Hill's  three  pits 
the  coal  varies  from  almost  nothing  up  to  40  feet,  and  the 
whole  eeam  amounts  to  60  feet,  including  some  courses  of 
shale.  The  Creek  pit  has  one  bed  of  six  feet,  separated  only 
by  a  six-foot  bed  of  shale  and  rock  from  the  main  bed  of  coal, 
which  is  here  48  feet,  including  two  feet  of  shale ;  we  have 
here,  therefore,  an  aggregate  of  no  less  than  52  feet  of  clear 
coal.  So  great  an  accumulation  of  bituminous  coal  in  large 
solid  seams  as  is  presented  in  these  Richmond  or  Chesterfield 
pits  is  a  highly-interesting  geological  fact,  without  a  parallel  on 
this  continent.  As  may  be  inferred  from  the  configuration  of 
this  coal-field,  the  shafts  are  sunk  to  depths  which  are  regulated 
by  the  distance  from  the  outcrop.  North  of  James  Eiver, 
Willis's  shaft  was  about  130  feet  deep ;  many  others  were  over 
300  feet.  There  were  then  twelve  old  shafts,  ranging  parallel 
with  the  crop  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  within  a  mile. 
Graham's  or  Anderson's  deep  shaft  was  450  feet.  On  the  south 
of  James  Eiver  all  the  shafts  were  from  400  to  500  feet  deep, 
and  the  Mid-Lothian  500  feet,  and  the  workings  carried  to  a 
depth  of  700  feet.  Some  of  the  mines  had  been  on  fire  for 
some  time ;  Hill's  Bell  shaft  had  been  burning  for  twenty-five 
years.  The  coal  is  of  the  white-ash  kind,  of  a  crystalline  struct- 
nre,  highly  bituminous,  burns  to  a  coke,  and  forms  a  hollow 
fire.  The  quality  of  coal  varies  in  most  of  the  mines ;  that  of 
Black  Heath  had  long  commanded  the  highest  price  in  the 
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market.  But.  in  all  of  the  mines  there  are  portions  of  the  beds, 
particularly  toward  the  bottom,  where  the  quality  is  inferior 
and  sulphury,  the  introduction  of  which  has  injured  the  general 
estimation  of  the  Kichmond  coal.  One  of  the  curiosities  of  the 
region  is  the  natural  coke  of  Chesterfield  County.  This  curi- 
ous material  occurs  in  a  heavy  bed  at  the  eastern  margin  of  the 
basin  toward  the  James  Eiver.  It  has  the  aspect  and  compo- 
sition of  a  coal  which  lias  been  in  great  part  deprived  of  its 
volatile  ingredients  by  heat,  accompanied  by  such  a  pressure  of 
the  overlying  strata  as  would  prevent  the  puffy  cellular  texture 
usually  'assumed  by  coke.  Eetaining  all  the  carbon  of  the 
ori^nal  coal,  this  material  has  great  value  as  a  combustible, 
yielding  the  intense  and  steady  heat  of  anthracite,  at  the  same 
time  that,  from  its  less  compact  texture,  it  is  more  readily  ignited 
than  coal  of  that  description.  By  Prof.  Eogers's  analysis  the 
more  compact  variety  yields  80.30  per  cent,  of  carbon,  9.98  of 
volatile  matter,  and  9.72  of  ash. 

These  coal-measures,  or  the  rocks  in  which  the  coal  is  found, 
come  under  tlie  head  of  carboniferous,  gritty,  micaceous,  or  ar- 
gillaceous shales.  Portions  of  them  consist  of  white  and  gray 
micaceous  grits,  some  of  them  fine,  others  approaching  to  the 
character  of  conglomerates,  yet  containing  feldspar-crystals  like 
porphyry.  These  grits  and  some  of  the  shales  appear  to  have 
originated  solely  in  the  destruction  of  primitive  roelis,  and  the 
wjiole  series  of  these  mechanically-formed  strata  is  especially 
remarkable  for  the  abundant  prevalence  of  mica,  and,  at  in- 
tervals, of  carbonaceous  particles.  The  quality  and  thickness 
of  these  beds  of  rocks  are  subject  to  important  variations, 
but  the  prevailing  character  of  the  whole  group  remains  un- 


The  general  range  or  longitudinal  direction  of  this  Hielimond 
coal-field  is  nearly  north-northeast  and  south-southwest,  and  its 
structure  is  that  of  a  true  but  very  oblong  basin,  composed  of 
a  thick  series  of  variously-constituted  sandstones,  superimposed 
upon  two  or  three  seams  of  bituminous  coal,  themselves  resting 
almost  immediately  in  contact  with  the  surface  of  the  primary 
rocks  of  the  surrounding  region.  Every  thing  lends  counte- 
nance to  the  opinion  that  the  surface  of  the  primary  rock,  pre- 
vious to  the  deposition  of  the  carboniferous  matter,  was  a  valley 
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of  roUing  outlines,  occupied  by  hollows  and  elevations,  caus- 
ing the  first  layers  of  matter  which  were  thrown  down  to  be 
deposited  in  greater  thickness  in  some  places  than  others.  As  the 
lowest  coal-seam  is  separated  from  the  crystalline  Toek  beneath 
by  only  a  few  feet  of  shale,  and  in  some  cases  by  none  at  all, 
it  appears  likely  that  the  distribution  of  the  coal  was  made 
unequaDy  in  thickness  from  the  very  commencement.  There 
are  numerous  instances  of  the  coal  filhng  up  hollows  as  it  were 
in  the  floor,  being  accumulated  in  saucer-shaped  basins  to  the 
thickness  of  40  or  60  feet,  and  resting  in  comparatively  thin 
masses  upon  the  eminences  in  the  same  floor.  In  some  in- 
stances these  subordinate  basins  are  almost  entirely  insulated 
from. the  rest  of  the  coal-field.  The  upper  surface  of  the  coal 
is  also  afi'ected  by  similar  undulations,  which  only  goes  to  show 
that  the  deposition  of  the  coal  did  not  sufficiently  fill  up  the 
original  inequalities  upon  the  floor  to  make  a  perfectly  level  sur- 
face for  the  reception  of  the  deposits  which  succeeded. — (W.  B. 
Rogers's  Report  of  1836.) 

After  this  coal  has  been  excavated  and  its  base  is  laid  hare, 
the  floor  of  the  mine  exhibits  the  original  undulating  surface 
of  the  granite,  and  in  some  few  instances  the  eminences  which 
protrude  from  this  ancient  surface  rise  entirely  through  the 
lower  carboniferous  beds,  as,  on  a  larger  scale,  an  island  rises 
above  the  waters  of  the  ocean.  Thus  the  floors  of  the  deep 
galleries  present  an  irregularly  undulating  surface,  to  the  incon- 
venience of  the  miners,  and  occasioning  obstacles  to  the  forma- 
tion of  subterraneous  railroads.  It  is  not  always  that  the  coal 
rests  immediately  on  the  granite.  Occasionally  there  is  a  foot 
or  two  of  black  carboniferous  shale,  or  a  seam  of  from  one  to 
six  inches  of  dark  porphyritic  rock.  Often  many  square  yards 
of  the  granite  are  laid  bare,  when  its  surface  appears  smooth,  as 
if  worn  by  previous  attrition  before  the  deposition  of  the  vege- 
table matter  had  commenced.  There  exists  no  parallelism  be- 
tween the  upper  and  lower  surfaces  of  the  main  coal-seam, 
neither  does  the  roof  present  the  usual  continuity  of  planes  as 
is  seen  in  ordinary  stratified  deposits.  In  these  lower  thick 
seams  the  roof"is  irregular,  rising  and  falling,  swelling  and 
expanding,  without,  at  the  same  time,  conforming  to  the  undu- 
lations of  the  granite  base. 
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The  parallelism  of  the  laminfe  or  planes  of  etratifieation 
■within  the  body  of  the  coal  itself,  however,  is  not  interrupted, 
bnt  they  continue  of  uniform  thickness  parallel  to  each  other, 
and  with  the  prevailing  dip  of  the  coal.  The  prevailing  cir- 
cumstances which  are  developed  in  this  remarkable  mass  of  coal 
are  such  as  would  be  expected  to  attend  the  deposition  of  vege- 
table matter,  or  of  any  substance  in  fact  not  altogether  in  a 
state  of  fluidity,  yet  capable  of  entering  into  and  filling  up  the 
innumerable  iuequaHties  and  minor  cavities  in  the  original 
granite  bed,  and  of  at  the  same  time  maintaining  in  the  plane 
of  its  own  superior  surface  a  certain  general  parallelism  or  level. 
They  thus  furnish  a  ready  explanation  as  to  the  otherwise 
singular  irregularities  in  the  thickness  of  the  great  lower  coal- 
seam,  so  different  from  the  usual  characteristics. — (Taylor.) 

"  Granite,  gneiss,  and  mica  slate,  surround  the  Hichmond 
coal-field  and  form  its  bed.  Upon  this  face  of  granite  was  de- 
posited a  coal-bed  varying  from  10  to  60  feet  in  thickness,  dip- 
ping east  from  25°  to  80°  on  the  west  side  of  the  basin,  and 
dipping  west  from  20°  to  40°  on  the  east  side  of  the  basin. 

"  The  geological  history  of  the  Eichmond  coal-fleld  is  easily 
understood.  There  was  once  a  time  when  a  mountain-rango 
of  granitoid  rocks  rose  high  above  sea-level,  where  Eichmond 
and  Petersbiu'g  now  stand;  and  stretched  away  northward 
through  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Southeastern  Pennsylvania, 
as  far  as  Trenton,  on  the-  Delaware  Eiver.  Toward  the  south 
it  ranged  past  Ealeigh  and  Fayotteville  to  the  Dahlonega  coun- 
try of  Georgia.  A  few  miles  farther  west,  another  and  lower 
mountain  range  ran  parallel  to  the  first,  but  united  with  it  be- 
fore reaching  the  Potomac  Eiver.  The  valley  between  these 
two  ranges  of  mountains  was  everywhere  at  least  1,000  feet 
deep,  and  may  have  been  of  twice  that  depth.  Its  length  was 
at  least  300  miles,  and  may  have  been  400. 

""We  Iniow  nothing  about  the  condition  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  coast  at  that  time ;  but  we  know  that  the  coal-measures 
of  Pennsylvania,  West  Virginia,  East  Tennessee,  Ohio,  East- 
and  "West  Kentucky,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Iowa,  and  Kansas,  had 
all  been  deposited  to  the  last  and  topmost  layer.  The  carbon- 
iferous sea  had  been  drained,  and  its  bed  lifted  many  hundred 
feet  above  tide-level.    The  Eastern  coal-measures,  with  aU  the 
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fonnations  under  them,  in  al]  more  than  35,000  feet  thick,  had 
been  hent  bj  lateral  pressure  (from  the  slirinkage  of  the  planet, 
or  some  other  cause)  into  folds,  or  waves,  the  crests  of  which 
must  have  been,  in  some  cases,  five  miles  above  the  level  of  the 
sea.  There  is  nothing  surprising  in  this,  seeing  that  all  Central 
Asia  stands  at  the  present  day  at  about  this  height,  while  its 
southern  border  for  1,000  miles  in  length  has  even  a  higher 
elevation.  The  uplift  of  the  still  longer  belt  of  the  Andes  is 
another  living  example  of  the  same  kind. 

"  From  the  Hudson  to  the  James,  the  newly-formed,  enor- 
mous barrow-shaped  mountains  stretched  along  the  ooimtry, 
and  in  the  front  of  them  were  the  (by  that  time)  very  ancient 
mountain-ranges  of  granite  and  schist  roclie,  worn  down  already 
to  half  or  two-thirda  of  their  original  height. 

"  Erosion  goes  on  in  all  ages.  Prom  the  moment  the  coal- 
measures  were  lifted  into  the  sky,  ice  and  water  began  the  long 
task  of  their  destruction  which  has  continued  ever  since ;  until, 
now,  in  this  year  of  our  Lord  1871,  no  point  of  all  that  vast 
Himalaya  coal-country  can  be  found  which  measures  even  4,000 
feet  above  the  sea.  Thousands  of  square  miles  of  comitry,  once 
covered  with  4,000  feet  of  coal-measures,  possess  no  longer  a 
single  ton  of  coal,  and  have  even  lost  all  the  formations  under- 
neath the  coal,  down  to  the  limestones  of  the  Silurian  system. 
The  coal-field  once  spread  eastward  as  far  as  Newburg,  Easton, 
Reading,  Harper's  Ferry,  Lynchburg,  and  "Atlanta.  Now, 
nothing  has  been  left  of  it  between  this  line  and  the  crest  of 
the  Alleghany  or  Cumberland  Mountain,  but  a  few  small  patches, 
preserved  in  a  few  extra-deep  fblds,  such  as  the  anthracite  ba- 
sins and  Broad  Top  in  Pennsylvania,  and  Lookout  Mountain  in 
Georgia,  or  along  cracks  in  the  crust,  as  at  Augusta  Springs 
and  Blackshurg,  in  Virginia. 

"  But  geologists  no  longer  give  sudden  deluges  the  credit 
of  all  this  destruction.  The  Alps  are  wearing  away  with  great 
rapidity,  before  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  Switzerland,  without 
the  agency  of  any  deluge.  The  glacier  and  the  torrent  are 
quite  competent,  alone.  So  they  must  have  been  in  the  times 
succeeding  the  uplift  of  the  coal-measures.  But  even  glaciers 
and  torrents  require  time  for  the  performance  of  their  immense 
task — ^immense  time. 
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"  During  the  post-carboniferous  ages,  the  Permian,  Triassic, 
and  Liassic  formationa  were  deposited  in  a  hundred  seas  and 
lakes,  and  along  the  shores  of  all  oceans  around  the  world. 

*'  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  Connecticnt  Kiver  Valley  was 
filled  with  its  brown  building-stone,  on  which  are  multitudes 
of  reptile-tracks ;  and  some  of  the  reptiles  of  that  day  were 
winged,  like  bKtB—pierodaoiyls.  At  the  same  period  the  estuary 
which  ran  up  through  Southeastern  Pennsylvania,  between  the 
South  Mountain  or  Blue  Eidge  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Phila- 
delphia-Baltimore Mountains  on  the  other,  was  filled  with  the 
Newark  and  Norristown  brown  building-stone. 

"At  the  same  time  that  Middle  New  Jersey,  Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  Piedmont  country  of  Virginia,  and  North 
Carolina,  were  receiving  these  Kew  Ked  deposits  in  a  long,  wide 
estuary  or  arm  of  the  sea,  having  its  capes  at  Trenton  and  Man- 
hattan Island,  the  valley,  described  at  the  beginning  of  this 
sketch  as  lying  between  two  ranges  of  mountains  which  stood 
where  Kichmond  and  Ealeigh  «re  now,  got  also  filled  up  with 
over  a  thousand,  and  perhaps  with  several  thousand  feet  of  sand 
and  mud.     These  are  the  Eichmond  coal-measures. 

"  The  valley  had,  of  course,  irregular,  bossy  aides,  like  all 
valleys  between  granite  mountains.  On  its  two  slopes,  and  in 
its  bed,  grew  one  of  the  rankest  vegetations  ever  seen  ;  a  vege- 
tation chiefly  of  moss,  on  and  through  which  grew  many  species 
of  ferns  and  shrubs  long  since  extinct,  and  also  an  irregular 
forest  of  trees  of  species  also  extinct. 

"  So  deep  was  this  growth  of  moss  all  over  the  valley,  that, 
when  subsequently  covered  up,  and  pressed  down  by  a  thousand 
or  more  feet  of  rock,  and  crystallized,  it  made  a  bed  of  bitumi- 
nous coal  vai-ying  in  thickness  from  seven  or  eight  to  even  60 
feet. 

"  This  is  the  bed  which  the  shafts  of  the  Midlothian  and 
Clover  Hill  collieries  reach  at  various  depths  of  from  400  to  800 
feet.  The  coal  having  grown  on  the  sides  of  a  valley,  shafts 
Bunk  near  the  edge  of  the  field-are  shallow,  while  those  toward 
the  centre  of  the  field  are  deep.  The  greatest  depth  of  the 
ancient  valley  beneath  the  present  surface  has  never  been  made 
known.  But  all  the  shafts  as  yet  sunk  descend  through  sloping 
strata  of^sammzies — or  granite-like  sandstone,  the  washings  of 
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Bnrroundiiig  granite  mountains  into  the  valley,  when,  after  the 
growth  of  the  coal-bed,  the  continent  was  again  sufficiently 
depressed  below  the  ocean-level  to  turn  the  valley  into  a  lake, 
or  into  an  arm  of  the  sea — to  the  same  thick  coal-bed  close  over 
the  granite  floor. 

"  Had  the  valley  been  previously  half  filled  with  water,  and 
this  lake  been  filled  up  with  washings  from  the  sides,  there 
would  have  been  made  in  time  broad  level  meadows,  and  the 
coal-bed  would  have  been  both  regular  in  thickness,  and  hori- 
zontal iu  position ;  or,  if  the  movements  of  the  earth  disturbed 
its  horizontality,  the  dip  and  strike  of  the  bed  would  have  obeyed 
some  regular  law,  which  geologists  might  discover,  and  miners 
conform  to.  But  the  fact  seems  to  be  that  the  coal-bed  was 
fonned  almost  immediately  atter  the  valley  itself  was  excavated, 
and  therefore  upon  a  very  irregular  surface,  and  in  very  unequal 
-thicknesses,  filling  as  it  were  ravines  and  basins,  in  the  sides 
and  bottom  of  the  ancient  valley,  which  has  made  mining  an 
embarrassing  business. 

"  This  geological  difficulty,  however,  will  not  stand  in  the 
way  of  the  proper  development  of  the  Kichmond  coal-basin, 
when  those,  into  whose  hands  its  property  tracts  fall,  learn  that 
before  a  shaft  is  sunk  the  wJu^  ground  of  a/ny  pT<yposed  colliery 
m/mt  he  carefully  studied  wiih  the  diamond  driU. 

"  We  have  often  turned  with  a  sort  of  wonder  to  regard  the 
Richmond  coal-basin.  Its  history  is  very  strange.  It  was  one 
of  the  earliest  opened  by  the  miner.  It  is  the  solitary  one  at 
tide-water  and  near  a  State  capital ;  for  the  Khode  Island  coal- 
basin  does  not  deserve  the  name.  It  contains  several  beds  of 
coal,  and  one  of  these  is  eometimes  of  great  thickness,  even  60 
feet.  It  is  mined  by  shafts  on  the  English  plan,  and  affords  a 
variety  of  fuels,  ranging  from  gas-coal  to  native  coke.  One 
would  have  expected  its  complete  development  long  ere  thiBr"^"^ 

"  A  little  reflection,  however,  wiU  serve  to  explain  the  phe- 
nomenon. The  Richmond  coal-basin  is  in  Virginia ;  and  Vir- 
ginia has  been  in  a  profound  sleep  for  a  hundred  ye!y3,_a_6ls££ 
undisturbed  by  dreams  of  any  other  than  a  political  complex- 
ion. Industry  was  always  ignoble  in  Virginia.  Speculation  in 
money-making  was  always  under  a  sort  of  ban.  Investment  in 
Bnwieldy  breadths  of  soil  was  the  only  vogue.  The  nmnufao- 
33 
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taring  element  of  society  was  carefully  excluded  from  the  Com- 
monwealth, "W"oo.d  was  always  plenty  for  the  hearth  and  the 
forge ;  why  raise  stone-coal,  where  there  were  neither  steam- 
mills,  eotton-mills,  nor  wooUen-miils,  coke-stacks,  nor  puddling- 
fumaccB  in  the  region  ?  The  Tredegar  iron-Works  could  supply 
itself  from  Baltimore,  or  raise  enough  from  a  single  shaft,  with 
50  black  miners,  to  supply  all  its  own  needs.  From  the  Blue 
Kidge  to  the  sea-shore,  and  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Savannah, 
no  one  thought  of  using  stone-coal  for  any  purpose  whatsoever. 
If  they  had,  the  capacity  of  the  ^Richmond  field  would  have  been 
well  developed  ;  for  it  stands,  or  stood,  alone,  the  solitary  sonree 
of  mineral  fuel  for  a  region  500  miles  long,  and  250  miles  wide. 
The  Deep  River  basin  was  almost,  and  the  Dan  Kiver  basin 
was  wholly,  unknown.  Even  now,  the  latter  remains  practi- 
cally untouched,  and  the  former  is  not  to  be  compared  with  the 
Eichmond  field  for  situation  and  size  of  beds." — Lesley's  United 
States  Railroad  and  Mining  Register,  Philadelphia, 

The  Eichmond  coal-region  has  been  longer  known  and 
worked  than  any  other  in  the  United  States.  Long  before  the 
discovery  of  the  anthracite  deposits  of  Pennsylvania,  or  the 
introduction  into  use  of  that  species  of  fuel,  Eichmond  supplied 
the  country  with  coal  on  the  seaboard.  But  its  interest  now  is 
historical  and  geological.  Its  trade  has  been  taken,  and  now 
belongs,  in  vastly-augmented  amount,  to  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh, 
"Wyoming  and  Lackawanna,  but  more  especially  Cumberland 
and  Broad  Top.  The  following  are  E.  C.  Taylor's  statistics  of 
the  annual  shipments  of  Richmond  coal  for  20  years : 


1839 86,714 

1840 78,971 

1841 71,071 

1842. 85,760 


The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  E;iilroad  commenced  carrying  eoal 
to  market  from  the  Cumberland  haain  in  18i2,  but  eight  years 
were  required  before  a  market  was  obtained  for  100,000  tons, 
the  Richmond  coal,  meantime,  going  out  of  use.  Since  tlie 
close  of  the  war,  the  Midlothian,  Clover  Hill,  and  others  of  the 
Richmond  mines  have  been  reopened,  and  the  census  of  1870 
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reports  61,803  tona  of  coal  as  mined  in  Tirginia  in  that  year. 
Tliis  oldest  of  our  coal-fields  is  yet  to  see  its  best  days. 
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NORTH  CAKOLmA. 

The  following  account  of  the  Deep  River  and  Dan  River 

conl-fields  of  North  Carolina  is  chiefly  tal;en  from  Prof.  Ebene- 
zer  Emmons's  reports  as  State  geologist : 

Various  opinions  have  been  expreBsed  concerning  the  value 
of  the  coal-fields  of  this  State,  not  without  facts  fevoring  these 
discordant  opinions  respectively.  The  first  point,  therefore, 
for  the  State  geologist  was,  by  examining  in  detail  the  de- 
posits in  immediate  proximity  to  the  coal,  to  establish  whether 
the  series  of  rocks  in  which  coal  was  here  known  to  exist  actu- 
ally form  of  themselves  such  a  succession  of  rocts  as  to  entitle 
them  to  the  rank  of  the  regular  coal-bearing  deposits,  analogous, 
at  least,  to  what  has  been  determined  in  other  fields  where  coal 
constitutes  a  part  of  the  series.  It  is,  however,  never  expected 
that  every  member  of  a  group  will  be  present  in  all  localities, 
or  that  they  wOl  present  or  possess  the  same  characters  as  to 
color,  thickness,  and  mineral  composition,  etc. ;  still,  certain 
characteristics  will  be  found  in  common. 

The  position  of  the  carboniferous  or  eoal-bearing  rocks  in  the 
general  geological  series  is  not  far  from  the  middle  of  the  water- 
formed  rocks,  when  there  seems  to  have  been  a  period  fitted 
to  the  production  of  those  plants  which  formed  the  coal  itself. 
This  middle  period  furnishes  the  best  workable  beds,  and 
neither  above  nor  below,  though  the  sediments  are  very  thick, 
do  they  bear  coal.  This  conclusion  is  the  result  of  observation 
extended  over  all  the  accessible  history  of  the  earth's  crust. 
"We  do  not  assign  a  cause,  for  it  is  the  fact  that  is  important. 
Still  the  fact  implies  that  the  condition  of  the  atmosphere,  its 
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temperature  and  liamidity,  favored  the  production  of  vegetation 
of  that  kind,  and  in  sufficient  abundance  to  give  origin  to  the 
coal.  The  position  which  the  coal-rocks  occupy  is  not  theoreti- 
cal, but  has  been  determined  by  observations  extended  over  a 
large  portion  of  the  earth's  crust.  Where  the  thickness  of  the 
coal-bearing  rocks  is  great,  room  and  space  are  thereby  given 
for  containing  coal. 

It  is  conceded  that  the  geological  position  of  the  coal-bearing 
rocks  of  North  Carolina  is  not  the  same,  and  that  they  are  not 
of  the  same  age  as  the  Pennsylvania  coal-rocks.  We  have, 
therefore,  to  look  about  for  those  which  we  may  satisfy  our- 
selves are  of  the  same  age  as  those  in  this  State,  and  which 
have  been  proved  to  contain  a  large  supply  of  coal.  We  are 
not  left  without  examples  in  point,  for  the  rocks  of  the  Rich- 
mond coal-field  establish  the  important  fact  that  rocks  newer 
than  those  referred  to  are  coal-bearing,  and  they  are  shown 
by  Prof.  William  B.  Kogers  to  be  of  an  age  newer  than  the 
rocks  of  Pennsylvania, 

Prior  to  the  Carboniferous  age  we  find  no  coal,  but  as  we  ap- 
proach it  we  see  the  signs  of  preparation  ;  plants  appear  and 
increase  in  numbers,  until  finally  they  reach  their  maximum  in 
this  particular  period,  where  we  find  all  the  necessary  materials 
and  circumstances  for  the  formation  of  coal,  and  it  is  not  until 
we  reach  the  rocks  called  carboniferous  that  it  is  found. 

The  members  composing  the  series  of  rocks  in  Jforth  Caro- 
lina, in  which  coai  exists,  we  find,  on  comparison,  show  an  agree- 
ment with  other  coal-fields  in  the  conglomerate,  the  sandstones, 
shales,  fire-clay,  and  nodules  of  argillaceous  oxide  of  iron.  All 
the  fields  furnish  one  or  two  fossils  in  common ;  all  of  which, 
when  put  together,  render  it  probable  that  the  series  actually 
form  a  coal'field,  or  a  series,  which  are  truly  coal-bearing  rocks. 
The  members,  then,  which  may  be  regarded  as  common,  and, 
indeed,  essential  to  a  coal-bearing  series,  are  present  in  the 
North  Carolina  formation.  The  conglomerate,  the  slates,  the 
fire-clay,  iron,  and  fossils,  all  point  to  the  existence  of  a  distinct 
coal-series,  though  not  of  the  age  of  the  Pennsylvania  coal. 

The  only  rocks  in  North  Carolina  in  which  coal  will  ever 
be  found  are  the  sandstones  and  slates  herein  described.  The 
primary  slates,  though  they  may  be  dark  colored,  or  even  blade. 
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do  not  derive  tlieir  color  from  vegetable  matter,  but  from  fine 
sulphur  diffused  through  the  rock,  and  which  has  been  derived 
from  the  sulphuret  of  iron,  and  hence  may  even  exhibit  a  feeble 
combustion  upon  the  fire. 

Probably  more  money  has  been  watted  in  searching  for 
coal  than  any  other  mineral.  Wherever  black  slates  appear, 
they  are  perforated  somewhere  with  a  shaft  in  search  of  coal. 
One  of  the  great  benefits  of  the  New  York  survey  was  the  de- 
termination that  there  was  no  coal  there,  and  it  has  put  a  stop 
to  the  useless  expenditure  of  money  in  this  way.  All  these 
mistakes  and  errors  were  committed  from  inattention  to  the 
special  and  general  eh-aracteristics  of  a  coal-field. 

The  Deep  Rwer  Coal-Fidd. 
'  The  Deep  Eiver  coal-field  is  in  the  form  of  a  trough,  the 
inferior  rocks  extending  farther  than  the  superior.  They  may 
be  regarded  as  beginning  in  Granville  County,  in  a  wedge-form 
or  pointed  mass.  The  northwest  and  west  outcrop  runs  at 
first  west  of  south,  and  passes  through  a  part  of  "Wake 
County,  and  sends  up  a  short  arm  to  within  three  miles  of 
Chapel  Hill.  The  direction  of  the  outcrop  has  now  changed 
to  south  50°  west,  which  course  is  preserved  to  the  South  Caro- 
lina line,  the  outcrop  running  about  six  miles  west  of  Carthage. 
The  uplift  of  this  coal-field  has-been  made  upon  the  northwest 
side,  where  its  line  of  demarkation  is  distinct,  while  upon  the 
southeast  side  there  is  no  outcrop.  All  that  is  there  in  view  is 
the  superior  rocks  still  dipping  southwest,  their  lower  edge 
being  concealed  beneath  a  thick  mass  of  soil.  The  dip  is 
variable,  being,  on  the  south  side  of  Deep  Kiver,  south  60°  east, 
north  of  the  river,  south  50°  east,  at  tlie  eastern  end,  at  Farm- 
ville,  south  10°  west,  and  at  Homesville,  south  45°  west. 

The  lithological  character  of  the  whole  system  may  be  classed 
as  conglomerates,  sandstones,  soft  and  hard,  gray,  red,  And 
variegated,  or  mottled  and  green  and  black  slates,  with  certain 
subordinate  beds.  The  coal-series  of  Deep  River  from  the 
bottom  are  :  1.  Conglomerates  and  sandstones,  1,500  feet  thick ; 
2.  Black  slates,  with  their  subordinate  beds  and  seams  of  coal, 
500-  to  600  feet  thick;  'A.  Sandstones  soft  and  hard,  with  the 
freestones,  grindstone  grits,  and  superior  conglomerates,  3,000 
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feet  thick — in  all,  5,000  feet.  1.  The  conglomerate  is  formed 
of  quartz-pebbles  rounded  by  attrition,  and  occurs  in  oval 
masses,  rarely  spherical,  standing  out  of  the  rock  in  strong 
relief.  These  pebbles  have,  in  process  of  time,  become  con- 
solidated without  the  aid  of  any  cementing  substance,  and  they 
are  so  strongly  held  together  that  in  fracturing  the  rock  they  are 
broken  through  without  being  thrown  out  or  loosened  from 
their  beds.  The  beds  are  two  and  sometimes  three  feet  thick, 
separated  by  thinner  and  less  perfect  masses,  composed  of  fine 
materials.  The  superior  are  less  consolidated  than  the  lower, 
or  those  below  the  coal.  The  colors  are  gray,  brown,  and  red  ; 
generally  the  conglomerates  are  gray,  and  furnish  no  fossils 
except  lignites  in  the  softer  portions.  The  whole  thickness  of 
the  inferior  conglomerates  does  not  probably  exceed  60  feet. 

This  inferior  conglomerate  rests  immediately  on  the  strati- 
fied pyrocrystalline  rocks,  the  talcose  slates,  hornblende,  gneiss, 
with  thin  subordinate  beds  and  veins  of  quartz,  and  upon  the 
edges  of  those  inferior  and  older  rocks,  which  proves  that  the 
inferior  had  been  elevated  more  or  less  prior  to  the  deposition 
of  this  system,  and  sufficiently  to  raise  up  their  edges  upon 
which  the  conglomerates  rest.  The  sandstones  succeed  the 
conglomerates  in  the  ascending  order,  and  are  variously-colored 
strata  of  red,  gray,  and  olive  ;  the  predominant  color  is  red, 
passing  into  brown, 

2.  The  slates  rest  upon  the  conglomerates.  They  are  thin- 
bedded,  tender,  and  easily  broken.  They  are  green  and  black 
— rarely  red.  The  coal,  fire-clay,  and  argillaceous  iron^re, 
belong  to  this  division.  The  fire-clay  is  quite  fine,  of  a  green- 
ish color,  and  becomes  soft  when  exposed  to  the  weather.  It  is 
often  traversed  by  roots  of  ancient  vegetables,  which  gave 
origin  to  the  coal. 


There  are  five  coal-seams  which  have  as  yet  been  brought 
to  light,  and  it  seems  to  be  established  by  observation  that  they 
are  quite  constant,  and  their  thickness  is  given  at  three  feet,  one 
foot,  three  feet,  two  feet  and  four  feet.  This  is  at  Farmville 
and  Homesville  mines. 

At  Taylor's  mines  the  seams  are  18  to  30  inches,  3}  to  3  feet 
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and  4  feet  respectively.  At  "Wilcox's,  still  farther  to  the  south- 
west, the  coal  is  non-bituminous.  The.Murchison  seam  at  the 
outcrop  contains  more  slate,  but  the  seam  is  said  to  be  eight 
or  nine  feet  thick. 

There  are  indications  that  there  are  other  coal-seams.  Slates 
overlie  all  the  coal-seams,  their  thickness  being  about  350  feet. 
and  they  are  of  a  greenish  color,  with  hard  layers  alternating 
with  them.  There  is  a  great  sameness  in  their  appearance  and 
composition,  and  uniformity  in  their  thickness,  showing  that 
they  are  constituent  parts  of  a  great  formation,  which  required 
an  extended  period  for  their  deposition.  They  are  here  called 
slates,  but  should  be  called  marls,  or  marly  slates ;  having  lime 
as  a  constituent  part  of  their  composition,  they  are  liable  to 
decomposition,  and  contain  no  sand  except  in  combination  with 
alumina.  It  is  an  important  fact  to  remember  that  the  coal  is 
associated  with  these  slates.  Although  the  sandstones  above 
and  below  are  much  thicker,  still  they  contain  no  coal.  The 
coal-strata  lie  below  the  middle  of  the  slate-beds.  The  sbaly 
sandstones,  which  are  mostly  red,  sometimes  green,  but  never 
black,  show  very  conclusively  that  vegetable  matter  is  very 
sparingly  disseminated  through  the  beds,  and  that  the  condi- 
tions required  for  the  growth  of  coal-plants  were  not  repeated 
during  th-e  era  of  these  sandstones.  Lignite  is  found  in  the 
sandstones,  just  above  the  conglomerates.  It  consists  mainly 
of  trees  converted  into  coal,  flattened  by  pressure,  and  made 
to  assume  the  form  of  a  thin  coal-seam.  They  are  instructive 
as  geological  facts,  but  tbey  are  not  beds  of  the  least  economi- 
cal importance. 

3.  The  upper  division  of  this  system  of  roclcs,  resting  on 
those  in  which  occur  the  coal-seams,  is  made  up  of  a  series 
of  bard,  red,  brown,  and  mottled  sandstones,  a  repetition  of  the 
lower  series  or  No.  1,  so  far  as  their  composition  and  origin  are 
concerned,  destitute  of  fossils,  except  a  -few  indeterminable 
B  casts. 


Quality  of  the  Desp  Ewer  Coal. 
Several  varieties  of  coal,  the  bituminous  and  semi-bitami- 
nous,  passing  into  the  anthracite,  are  knovra  in  this  coal-field. 
The  bitnminous  is  scarcely  equalled  for  fineness  and  excellence 
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in  this  country.  It  is  quite  free  from  smut,  and  does  not  soil 
the  fingers.  It  bums  freely,  and  forma  a  cake,  or  it  undergoes 
a  semi-fusion,  and  agglutinates,  forming  a  partially-impervious 
hollow  cake,  within  which  combustion  goes  on  for  a  long  time. 
It  is  easily  kindled,  and  may  be  ignited  in  the  blaze  of  a  candle ; 
is  highly  combustible,  and  bums  with  a  bright  blaze.  It  may 
be  burnt  in  a  common  fireplace,  and  has  been  used  for  many 
years  in  blacksmiths'  forges.  It  makes  an  excellent  coke, 
which  may  be  used  for  manufacturing  purposes  ;  it  is  free  from 
sulphur,  and  valuable  for  the  manufacture  of  carburetted- 
hydrogen  gas  for  illuminating  purposes.  For  the  forge  and 
steam  purposes  it  is  not  surpassed, 

The  localities  which  have  been  best  erplored  are  Hornes- 
ville  and  Fannville,  both  in  the  same  neighborhood.  The 
Taylor  mine,  the  Ghilf,  or  Horton,  and  the  Murchison  mines,  all 
furnish  a  bituminous  coal.  The  Horton  mine  has  been  used 
the  longest.  It  was  known  in  the  Kevolutioii,  and  a  report 
made  to  Congi-ess  respecting  it  still  exists. 

Extent  of  tJie  Field. 
This  formation  is  known  to  form  a  belt  of  rocks  from  12  to 
14  miles  wide ;  the  line  "of  outcrops  of  the  slates  upon  which 
coal  has  been  raised  is  about  20  miles.  But  the  line  of  out-' 
crop  of  the  unexplored  slate  which  embraces  the  coal  is  at  least 
60  miles  within  the  State,  on  a  line  running  south  of  west.  We 
may  safely  assume  that  the  coal-beds  extend  from  the  northern 
outcrop  three  miles  beneath  the  sandstone,  which  is  about  one- 
third  their  natural  extent,  and  that  the  line  of  outcrop  upon 
which  coal  is,  and  will  be  found,  is  30  miles.  It  is,  in  fact, 
known  to  extend  30  miles  in  the  direction  of  its  outcrop,  and 
to  be  workable  for  a  breadth  of  three  miles,  making  90  square 
miles,  and  probably  very  much  more.  As  the  slopes  have  been 
carried  along  the  dip,  there  has  been  a  perceptible  increase  in 
the  thickness  of  the  seams,  and  there  are  grounds  to  justify  the 
view  that  their  thiclcest  parts  will  be  in  the  centre  of  the  basin. 
The  beds  have  not  been  broken  up,  and  have  not  suffered  up- 
lifts, and  exhibit  through  the  middle  of  the  trough  no  outcrop 
of  coal  but  only  on  the  rim  or  outer  edge  of  the  basin.  Deep 
Eiver,  on  which  this  coal-field  is  situated,  is  a  navigable  stream. 
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Age  and  Equivalency  of  the  FoTm,ation. 

The  age  of  a  roek,  or  of  a  formation,  is  determined  withoat 
difficulty,  provided  it  contain  fossils,  or  if  its  relations  to  otlier 
systems  can  be  seen,  whether  those  systems  are  above  or  below. 
But  these  sandstones  and  coal-seams  rest  upon  a  series  of  gold- 
bearing  rocks,  whose  age  dates  back  farther  than  any  fossilifer- 
ons  rocts,  hence  they  cannot  be  employed  for  comparison.  The 
only  rocks  which  rest  upon  them  are  the  sands  of  the  Tertiary. 
We  have,  therefore,  no  way-boards  by  which  their  relations  to 
other  formations  can  be  determined,  excepting  those  of  the  most 
general  character.  The  fossils  are  confined  to  one  species  of 
moUusca,  which  is  only  of  the  size  of  a  grass-seed  ;  it  is  remark- 
able for  its  numbers ;  every  layer  or  portion  of  the  slate  is 
crowded  with  them,  and  they  range  from  the  top  to  the  bot- 
tom. It  resembles  a  hay-aeed,  and  is  so  numerous  that  thick 
layers  are  made  up  almost  entirely  of  it. 

These  fossils  indicate  that  the  slates  are  of  fresh-water  forma- 
tion, and  that  what  had  been  a  sea  became  a  fresh-water  lake. 
There  are  also  the  teeth  of  two  or  three  sanrians,  and  the  scales 
and  teeth  of  one  or  two  fish.  The  vegetable  fossils  are  few  in 
number,  and  differ  from  those  of  the  coal-rocks  of  Pennsylvania, 
or  the  flora  of  the  Carboniferous  age.  The  roots  of  vegetables 
in  the  fire-clay  are  thin,  narrow,  ribbon-like  tissues.  The  mea- 
gre list  of  plants  and  animals,  then  deposited  in  the  slates,  fur- 
nishes only  ground  for  conjecture  as  to  what  age  the  formation 
belongs.  Prof,  Emmons  says,  however,  all  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances then  known  inclined  him  to  adopt  the  belief  that 
it  was  the  upper  New  Red  Sandstone  ;  still,  if  the  Hichmond 
coal-basin  is  of  the  same  age  as  this,  geologists  will  be  disposed 
to  place  the  series  along  with  the  oolites  or  Lias. 

A  single  trap-dike  traverses  the  entire  formation  from  the 
southwest  towai'd  the  northwest,  and  appears  at  numerous 
points  along  the  line.  Prof.  Emmons,  in  his  report  of  1852, 
expre^ed  the  opinion  that  the  Deep  Kiver  coal-basin  belonged 
to  the  Triassie  age,  or  New  Eed  Sandstone,  and  this  is  now  the 
received  opinion.  But  in  his  final  report,  in  1856,  he  argues 
that  it  is  Permian.  In  this,  his  later  report,  he  says  the  coal- 
measures  of  Deep  River  form  a  distinct  belt,  consisting  of  two 
principal  rocks,  the  drab  and  gray  sandstones,  and  the  coal- 
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slates  or  shales,  and  these  lie  between  two  red  sandstones. 
There  are  five  seams  of  coal ;  the  first  or  upper  one  is  the  most 
important,  and  is  six  and  a  half  feet,  consisting  of  two  seams 
separated  by  a  valuable  seam  of  bkck-band  iron-ore.  The  fire- 
clays below  the  coal-seams  are  quite  common.  They  are  trav- 
ersed vertically  by  organic  remains,  but  contain  an  entirely 
different  series  of  vegetables  from  those  of  the  older  coal-fields ; 
stems  of  sigillariK  or  stigmaria  being  unknown. 

There  is  a  seam  of  anthracite  at  the  Gulf,  and  one  of  semi- 
bituminous  at  Evans's  mills,  both  these  being  near  a  heavy  trap- 
dike,  which  apparently  accounts  for  the  condition  of  the  Coal.. 

As  to  the  extent  of  the  Deep  Biver  coal-basin.  Prof,  Em- 
mons states,  in  this  report,  that  he  had  traced  it  from  Oxford, 
in  Granville  County,  across  the  State  in  a  southwest  direction. 
It  passes  into  South  Carolina  six  or  seven  miles,  where  it  ter- 
minates. In  North  Carolina  its  length  is  about  120  miles.  Its 
breadth  is  variable.  At  Oxford,  its  northern  termination,  it 
runs  to  a  point.  The  widest  part  is  18  miles,  between  Ealeigh 
and  Chapel  Hill.  On  the  Neose  it  is  12  miles.  On  the  Cape 
Fear,  between  Jones's  Falls  and  the  Buckhom,  it  scarcely  ex- 
ceeds six  miles.  This  is  one  of  the  narrowest  points,  as  it 
widens  rapidly  in  a  northeast  and  southwest  direction. 

The  coal  outcrop  has  been  traced  30  or  40  miles  in  length. 
The  probable  extent  of  the  coal-seams  in  the  direction  of  the 
dip  is  uncertain. 

ANALYSIS  OF  THE  SOETH  CAKOLDfA  COALS, 
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Walter  E.  Johnson,  a  distinguished  geologist  and  chemist^ 
visited  the  Deep  Eiver  coal-region  in  1849,  and,  in  his  "  Re- 
searches on  the  Character  and  Practical  Values  of  American 
Coals,"  he  gives  some  additional  particulars. 

This  basin  lies  partly  in  the  county  of  Chatham,  and  partly 
in  that  of  Moore,  and  is  traversed  longitudinally  by  the  channel 
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of  Deep  Eiver,  a  branch  of  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver.  Thia  coal- 
field, therefore,  lies  almost  exactly  in  the  centre  of  the  State, 
and  its  northeastern  extremity  is  about  75  miles  by  the  course 
of  the  stream  above  the  town  of  Fayetteville,  to  which,  it  is 
known,  steamboat  navigation  reaches  from  the  city  of  Wilming- 
ton. The  Cape  Fear  and  Deep  Rivers  were  then  about  to  be 
made  navigable,  by  means  of  slack-water  pools  and  locks,  to  the 
upper  part  of  the  coal-field. 

The  rock,  which  appears  to  constitute  one  of  the  lowest,  if 
not  the  very  lowest  member  of  the  coal-series,  is  a  reddish- 
brown  sandstone,  and  at  variona  places  it  is  interrupted  by 
dikes  of  a  dark-eolored  trap.  At  the  edge  of  the  coal-basin  this 
red  sandstone  seems  to  repose  on  the  upturned  edges  of  the 
older  slates  belonging  to  the  gold-region.  It  is  a  fact  worthy 
of  notice,  that  the  older  slates  containing  veins  of  auriferous 
quartz,  the  gneiss-rocks  which  border  them,  the  coal-measures 
which  overlie  the  latter,  and  the  diluvial  sands  overlapping  all, 
come  into  immediate  contiguity  within  the  limits  of  Moore 
County.  The  conglomerate  quartzose  pebbles,  now  reposing 
under  and  ovei'  the  rocks  of  the  coal-formation,  appear  to  have 
been  derived  from  the  older  slate-veins.  We  are  assured  also 
that  particles  of  gold  have  been  found  among  the  sands  in  the 
very  streams,  and  at  the  spot  where  the  seams  of  coal  are  found. 
The  beds  of  reddish  clay,  sand,  and  pebbles,  may  be  seen  at 
many  points  distinctly  inter  stratified,  and  reposing  on  the  older 
rocks,  which  are  sometimes  seen  on  their  edge  under  the  coal- 
rocks.  In  a  westward  direction  the  pebbles  increase  in  size,  and 
at  length  become  bowlders,  tlie  quartz  being  in  some  cases  ce- 
mented into  conglomerate  by  clay  and  oxide  of  iron. 

But  for  the  extensive  denudations  caused  by  the  Dan  Eiver 
and  its  tributaries,  we  might  still  be  ignorant  of  tlie  existence 
of  the  coal  in  this  region. 

The  coal  is  found  in  and  covered  by  a  stratum  of  slate,  and 
over  this  is  another  bed  of  red  sandstone.  The  slate  appears 
to  be  destitute  of  vegetable  impressions,  but  is  filled  with 
minute  bivalve- shell  a  and  interspersed  with  many  coprolitea  of 
fishes  or  reptiles.  In  some  of  the  laminse  of  the  slates  are 
thin  plates  of  carbonate  of  lime.  As  to  the  contemporaneous- 
ness of  the  bituminous,  semi  bituminous,  and  anthracite  beds 
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found  in  various  parts  of  tliis  coal-field  of  North  Carolina, 
there  can  no  longer  be  a  doubt ;  and  that  the  plumbaginoua 
mass  at  the  northeaBtem  prolongation  of  the  coal-formation, 
as  well  as  the  graphitous  slate  at  the  southwestern  part,  has  had 
a  similar  origin,  appears  equally  certain. 


1  the  Deep  Eiver  Coals. 

An  attentive  comparison,  Prof.  Johnson  aars,  of  the  follow- 
ing analyses  made  by  him,  will  prove  that  we  have  here  added 
another  to  those  cases  of  coal-fielda  which  contain  in  diiferent 
parts  coals  of  widely-difFerent  constitution.  We  had  previously 
the  South  Welsb  coal-field,  the  Lehigli,  Schuylkill,  and  Susque- 
hanna coal-trough,  the  most  southern  of  the  Pennsylvania 
anthracite  districts,  the  Belgium  coal-field,  and  the  coal-field 
of  Eastern  Virginia,  which  yields  at  the  northeastern  part  the 
natural  coke,  a  species  of  anthracite,  and  Barr's  Deep  River 
semi-bituminous  coal,  together  with  the  Midlothian  and  Clover 
Hill  coals  of  high  bituminousness. 

Besides  going  through  all  the  gradations  of  coal,  the  North 
Carolina  field  evidently  runs  at  both  extremities  into  plumbago, 
associated  with,  and  apparently  produced  by,  the  igneous  rocks 
which  have  been  injected  into  the  coal-series,  altering  and  tilt- 
ing tlie  strata,  and  in  many  cases  disintegrating  the  sandstones 
and  other  materials.  A  few  miles  from  Kaleigh,  toward  the 
northeastern  part  of  the  coal-district,  is  found  an  extensive  bed 
of  graphite  underlaid  by  a  sandstone  similar  to  that  beneath 
the  coal  at  Deep  Eiver,  but  ^ving  signs  of  having  been 
subjected  to  intense  heat  for  a  long  period  of  time,  developing 
certain  metamorphie  characters,  such  as  the  partial  coalescing 
of  the  integral  particles  as  if  by  incipient  fusion.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  analyses  of  coals  from  five  localities  in  this  coal- 
field: 
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Horton's  mine,  or  No.  8,  is  four  miles  higher  up  the  river 
than  Ferish*s.    This  coal  is  used  by  blacksmiths,  as  its  analysia 


Hosted  by 


Google 


B26  HOBTH  CAROLINA. 

showa  it  might  te,  and  Johnson  ^vea  the  thickness  of  the  aeam 
at  four  or  five  feet.  Two  and  a  half  miles  southweatward  from 
Horton's  oeeur  the  anthracite  coal-openinga  on  Wilcox's  land, 
No.  3.  Six  miles  southwest  of  Horton's  is  the  plumbaginous, 
slate  No.  4.  It  imbibes  water  Kipidly,  and  its  specific  gravity, 
could  not  be  taken.  Smith's  plumbago,  !No.  5,  is  six  miles  trom 
Raleigh.  Here  the  materials  of  the  eoaJ  appear  to  have  passed 
beyond  the  anthracite  state,  and  to  have  been  converted  into 
plumbago,  which  is  used  by  the  inhabitants  for  paint,  crayons, 
pencils,  and  other  purposes  for  which  the  same  substance  has 
been  elsewhere  employed.  ■  It  is  also  exported  by  lead-pencil 
manufacturers.  This  coal  has  been  known  to  exist  in  North 
Carolina  nearly  one  hundred  years,  as  Prof.  Dennison  Olmstead 
in  1824,  in  a  report  to  the  Legislature  on  the  geology  of  the 
State,  says  it  was  then  fifty  years  since  the  coal  was  first  dis- 
covered. The  census  of  1870  makes  no  report  of  coal  mined 
here. 

Dan  River  Ooal-Field.—(^iinotis.) 
There  is  another  coal-field  in  the  northwestern  part  of 
North  Carolina,  in  Rockingham  and  Stokes  Counties,  and  ex- 
tending into  Virginia.  Here  a  series  of  coal  rocks  lias  been 
known  for  a  great  many  years  as  coal-bearing.  These  rocks  are 
similar  to  those  of  Deep  River,  and  consist  of  the  same  mem- 
bers; they  lie  in  the  same  oi-der,  and  have  the  same  relations 
to  each  other  as  those  of  Chatham  and  Moore  Counties  on 
Deep  Itiver.  The  several  tracts  constitute  a  complete  and  per- 
fect system,  occupy  a  synclinal  trough,  and  lie  in  the  primary 
or  stratified  pyro-ciystallino  rocks.  The  direction  of  the  trough 
is  northeast  and  southwest ;  its  axis  may  be  defined  by  uniting 
Leakesville  and  Germantown  by  a  line  which  would  represent 
the  direction  of  the  coal-slates. 

There  are  three  of  these  small  troughs.  Deep  River,  Dan 
River,  and  Richmond,  all  formed  in  synclinal  troughs  of  the 
primary  system,  and  all  lying  with  their  fixes  parallel  to  the 
Atlantic  coast.  Each  was  evidently  formed  in  a  trough  by  itself, 
disconnected  with  each  other ;  each  was  formed  in  the  bosom 
of  its  own  sea,  and  each  remarkably  deep.  They  never  suf- 
fered by  denudation  or  from  great  fractures,  but, are  trayersed 
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by  iDodcrately-sized  trap-dikes.  The  Kiclimond  coal-bed  hiw 
been  disturbed  more  than  those  of  Dan  River,  and  the  Dan 
Kiver  lie  inclined  at  a  greater  angle  than  those  of  Deep  Kiver. 
The  heavy  trap-dikes  of  Deep  River  and  the  minor  ones  of  the 
Dan  belong  to  one  era ;  they  all  cut  through  the  sandstones  and 
Blatea,  and  send  lateral  branches  of  the  once  molten  mass  both 
between  and  npon  the  layers,  baking  and  hardening  those  which 
are  in  contact  or  in  proximity  with  them. 

The  conglomerate  base  "is  less  perfect  than  at  Deep  River, 
The  middle  part  of  this  formation  of  sandstone  is  occupied  by 
a  soft,  marly  slate,  the  coal-slate  of  the  system  differing  in  no 
respect  from  that  of  Deep  River,  bearing  the  same  fossils  in 
equal  abnndance  through  all  the  strata  of  which  it  is  com- 


The  coal-beds  of  Leabesville  lie  in  these  slates,  two  miles 
from  the  village,  in  a  long  ridge  rising  about  60  feet  above 
the  meadow  which  lies  in  the  bend  of  the  Dan,  It  appears 
that  from  Leakesville  to  Grermantown  coal  is  exposed  at  several 
points,  being  the  extremes  of  the  formation,  besides  its  exten- 
sion into  Virginia.  The  entire  thickness  of  the  sandstone  series 
is  greater  on  the  Dan  than  upon  Deep  River,  but  the  attention 
given  to  the  Dan  River  coal-field  has  as  yet  been  too  inconsid- 
erable to  develop  its  riches. 

This  Dan  River  coal-basin  does  not  differ  materially  from 
that  of  Deep  River.  The  seams  of  coai  are  less  promising, 
however.  The  coal  is  semi-bituminous,  or  similar  to  "Wilcox's. 
The  system  dips  to  tlie  northwest ;  the  angle  of  dip  varies  from 
15°  to  40°,  and  is  usually  greater  than  20°. 

Tlie  whole  length  of  the  field  is  about  40  miles,  of  which 
30  are  in  North  Carolina,  the  northeast  extremity  extending 
■about  10  miles  into  Vir^nia,  The  breadth  is  not  less  than 
four  and  not  greater  than  seven  miles.  It  has  no  connection 
with  tlie  Deep  River  or  the  Richmond  coal-field,  nor  with 
another  small  coal-field  in  Halifax  County,  Virginia.  These 
four  are  all  isolated  troughs  or  depressions  in  the  primary  series, 
all  with  their  axes  in  a  southwest  and  northeast  direction,  which 
were  never  connected,  and  the  intermediate  parts  removed  by 
diluvial  action,  as  there  is  no  evidence  of  such  action,  and 
there  is  no  drift  proper,  in  North  Carolina.  But  these  troughs 
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■Were  connected  by  the  ocean.  We  are  notified  of  our  ap- 
proach to  tliem  by  the  pebbly  beds  which  bound  and  overlie 
the  series.  Considering  their  limits,  their  depth  was  very 
great,  and  they  are  but  slightly  disturbed,  though  they  are 
traversed  by  trap-dikes.  The  Richmond  trough  is  the  most 
disturbed,  the  dip  often  exceeding  40°. 

At  Germantown,  the  extreme  fiouthwest  extremity  of  the 
Dnn  Kiver  field,  there  are  two  seams  of  coal,  each  18  inches, 
separated  by  one  foot  of  slate.  Impure  semi-bituminous  coal 
is  also  obtained  two  and  five  miles  from  that  place,  and  at  sev- 
eral other  places  toward  Leakesville.  At  this  place  the  seam  is  3J 
to  4  feet,  and  the  coal  is  less  valuable  than  on  Dan  River.  The 
Dan  River  basin  is  considered  less  important  than  the  Deep 
River;  there  is  less  coal.  The  slates  are  equal  in  thickness,  but 
the  sandstones  and  conglomerates  are  thinner;  and,  in  Vir- 
ginia, the  lower  sandstones,  with  their  conglomerates,  are  en- 
tirely wanting.  The*veins  above  the •  coal-slates  are  thicker, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  of  their  identity. 

This  formation  is  deposited  on  the  primary  system  ;  its  age 
must  depend  on  its  fossils,  which  are  very  few,  as  there  is  no 
stratigraphical  clew  to  base  an  opinion  on.  These  red  sand- 
stones, like  those  of  New  Jersey  and  Connecticut  Valley,  it  is 
well  settled,  were  deposited  between  the  close  of  the  Carbonif- 
erous and  the  green  sand.  They  are,  therefore,  either  Permian, 
Triassic,  Liassic,  or  Oolitic.  W.  B.  Rogers,  of  the  Virginia 
survey,  makes  their  formation  coincident  with  the  Liassic  of 
Europe,  and  Prof,  Ebenezer  Emmons,  in  1856,  calls  it  Permian, 
but,  as  before  stated,  it  is  now  understood  to  be  Triassic. 
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XXIX. 


COAL -REGIONS   OF   THE    ROCKY   MOUNTAINS,   IN 
COLORADO  AND  WYOMING  TERRITORIES. 

The  limestones  of  tlie  upper  coal-measures  are  exposed  at 
Omalia  City,  which  is  built  upon  the  northwestern  rim  of  the 
coal-measures  as  seen  along  the  Missouri  Kiver.  Near  New 
Florence,  these  limestones  are  seen  in  the  bottom  of  the  river 
at  very  low  water.  At  De  Soto,  30  miles  above  Omaha,  they 
paas  from  view,  and  they  are  not  again  seen,  in  going  up  the 
Missouri,  from  that  point  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains.  They 
cover  only  a  small  portion  of  Sarpy  and  Douglas  Counties,  in 
Nebraska,  north  of  the  Platte  Eiver,  but  they  occupy  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  State  south  of  that  river,  and  extend  farther 
west  in  Kansas.  Along  the  Platte  Eiver,  for  above  eight  miles, 
there  are  extensive  quarries  of  limestone;  and  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Elkhom  Eiver,  at  Papillon  Station,  15  miles  from  Omaha, 
they  dip  gently  toward  the  northwest,  all  traces  of  the  coal- 
measure  rocks  have  disappeared,  and  they  do  not  reappear  again 
until  we  reach  the  very  margin  of  the  mountains,  over  500  miles 
to  the  westward.  The  cretaceous  formation  covers  the  surface 
for  the  next  85  miles,  or  to  a  point  100  miles  west  of  Omaha ; 
then  occurs  the  AVhite  River  group  to  the  mountains  west  of 
Cheyenne. 

Here,  the  question  is  inevitably  asked,  do  not  the  carbonif- 
erous coal-beds  extend  westward  under  all  these  later  rocks,  or 
in  other  words — 
Si 
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Are  the  Newer  Formations  nmderlaid  by  Coal  ? 

The  inexperienced  might  readily  adopt  the  idea  that  all 
those  extensive  regions  of  the  world,  and  especially  of  the  weet- 
em  parts  of  our  own  continent,  whose  surface  is  covered  by 
these  upper  formations  later  than  the  carboniferous,  must  ne- 
cessarily be  underlaid  by  the  latter,  and  therefore  contain  coal. 
If  this  were  true,  the  great  depth  at  which  the  coal  would  be 
found  would  generally  be  an  insuperable  difhculty  in  the  way 
of  its  being  produced,  in  the  present  state  of  the  art  of  mining. 
But,  in  the  next  place,  it  should  be  understood  that  the  geologi- 
cal series  of  formations  may  not  be  complete ;  for,  although  the 
strata  of  the  earth's  surface  were  formed  in  the  regular  succes- 
sion described  by  geologists,  yet  they  are  not,  as  "Werner  taught, 
equally  spread  over  it  like  the  coats  of  an  onion.  Examples 
have  already  been  given,  where  many  members  are  entirely 
wanting,  from  the  absence  of  the  conditions  necessary  for  their 
formation.  If  the  surface  of  the  earth  were  uneven,  the  water 
not  being  of  very  great  depth,  and  parts  of  the  earth  being  dry 
land,  the  sedimentary  rocks,  which  can  only  be  formed  under 
water,  would  only  extend  to  the  shore,  and  be  wanting  over 
the  parts  which  were  islands  or  continents  during  the  age  when 
they  were  being  formed,  and  in  places  too  remote  from  the 
producing  causes.  To  those  who  are  not  familiar  with  geologi- 
cal subjects,  it  may  seem  very  strange,  for  example,  that  South- 
eastern Pennsylvania,  while  it  has  no  coal,  has  running  across 
it  a  belt  of  a  much  later  formation,  the  Mesozoic,  or  New  Bed 
Sandstone  of  the  Triassie  period  {see  small  map  on  page  185). 
The  same  New  Eed  Sandstone  extends  across  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  and  as  far  south  as  South  Carolina.  It  is  found  in  the 
valley  of  the  Connecticut  Eiver,  and  furnishes  the  brown  build- 
ing-stone used  in  New  York  City,  It  covers  the  battle-field  of 
Gettysburg,  and  there,  the  next  adjoining  formation  below  it 
is  the  Potsdam  sandstone,  of  the  South  Mountain.  Here  all 
the  intermediate  formations,  including  the  carboniferous,  are 
wanting.  This  Mesozoic  formation  is  frequently  traversed  by 
curious  trap-dikes.  The  Pahsadcs  on  the  Hudson  Piver,  and 
the  same  ridge  in  Jersey  City,  through  which  the  tunnel  and 
deep  railroad-cuts  pass,  are  composed  of  one  of  these  trap-dikee 
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in  the  New  Hed  Sandstone,  and  there  is  no  coal  under  them, 
although  both  are  a  later  formation  than  the  coal-fielde  of  Penn- 
sylvania. When  the  Alleghany  Monntains  were  elevated,  a 
deep  gulf  was  formed  east  of  that  range  of  mountains,  which 
was  afterward  filled  by  this  MesozDic  or  red  sandstone.  An 
eqaaMj  remarkable  absence  of  many  of  the  great  ■  geological 
formations  exists  on  a  much  larger  scale,  throughout  that  vast 
region  between  the  Missouri  Eiver  and  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
and  through  ~New  Mexico  and  Colorado.  The  upheavals  of  the 
granite  mountains  have  turned  up  and  exposed  the  edges  of  the 
formations,  showing  the  highest  to  be  the  "White  River  Terti- 
ary, and  the  next  below  are  the  Transition  of  Hayden,  the  latter 
containing,  as  before  stated,  lignite  beds  of  great  value.  Next 
below,  are  the  Cretaceous,  then  the  Jurassic  and  Red  beds,  then 
the  Carboniferous,  which  in  these  Western  Territories  is  alto- 
gether of  marine  origin,  and  contains  no  coal ;  below  it  all 
the  Devonian  and  Silurian  formations  are  entirely  wanting,  or 
at  least  have  not  yet  been  discovered,  except  the  lowest  or  Pots- 
dam sandstone,  below  which  are  the  granite,  metamorphie,  and 
basaltic  rocks. 

Profs.  Hayden,  Newberry,  Poster,  Blake,  and  others  of  our 
best  geologists,  who  have  explored  the  country  from  the  Mis- 
souri to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  have  all  asserted,  in  the  most 
positive  manner,  that  no  coal  whatever  of  the  Carboniferous 
age  has  been  found,  'and  that  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose 
that  none  exists  much  ferther  west  than  Fort  Riley,  in  Kansas. 
The  carboniferous  rocks  exist,  but  they  belong  to  the  upper 
carboniferous,  above  the  true  coal-beds,  and  being  of  marine, 
instead  of  fresh-water  origin,  no  workable  beds  of  coal  need  be 
looked  for.  Colonel  J.  W.  Foster,  a  high  geological  authority, 
says  :  "While  the  carboniferous  limestones,  and  even  those  of 
the  coal-measures,  have  been  observed  at  frequent  intervals  along 
the  entire  eastern  slope  of  the  Rocky  Mountams,  there  is  not 
to  be  discovered,  in  all  that  region,  a  true  seam  of  coal  of  the 
Carboniferous  epoch,  and  the  reason  for  this  is  he  thinks  ob- 
vious, because  to  the  east  the  waters  were  shoaling,  giving  origin 
to  a  series  of  lagoons,  on  which  flourished  the  rank,  luxuriant 
vegetation  of  the  coal  era.  While  such  conditions  existed  to 
the  East,  he  says,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  West  stretched  out 
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a  deep  ocean  with  no  visible  shores,  whose  waters  were  tenanted 
only  by  marine  forms,  and  upon  whose  floors  only  limestone 
sediments  were  deposited." 

"We  have  referred  to  the  varying  thickness  of  the  rocks 
according  to  the  vicinity  to  the  producing  causes  or  forces- 
Some  formations  require  special  circumstances  for  their  pro- 
duction, such  as  coral  limestone,  to  form  which  a  depth  of 
water  not  exceeding  100  feet  is  necessary,  and  a  uniform  tem- 
perature of  not  lower  than  68°,  and  the  absence  of  muddy 
or  cold  currents.  In  Hke  manner,  many  very  peculiar  con- 
ditions were  necessary  for  the  formation  of  coal  and  for  its 
transformation,  as  is  explained  in  the  chapter  describing  the 
origin  of  coal.  The  coal-plants  are  of  the  fresh-water  species, 
while  the  coal-measures  in  these  ATestem  regious  are  found  to 
be  represented  by  a  purely  marine  deposit,  such  as  carbonifer- 
ous limestone,  which,  during  the  coal-forming  ages,  lay  beneath 
the  sea.  While  it  would  not  be  safe  to  predict  that  coal  of  the 
true  Carboniferous  age  may  never  be  found  west  of  Kansas — for 
islands  may  be  found  in  every  sea — yet  the  indications  seem  to 
render  that  supposition  highly  probable.  Then,  too,  if  the  true 
coal-measures  are  found  on  the  western  side  of  this  continent, 
they  may  vary  in  thickness,  and  deteriorate  in  value,  as  they 
evidently  do  in  a  western  direction,  so  far  as  they  have  been 
discovered.  Unless  we  could  be  assured  of  something  better 
than  the  poor  kind  of  coal  in  beds  from  one  to  two  feet  thick 
found  in  Kansas,  it  would  not  pay  to  sink  deep  shafts,  espe- 
cially as  there  is  plenty  of  lignite  coal  of  a  good  quality  near  the 
surface. 

In  all  the  previous  portion  of  this  work,  except  Virginia 
and  Worth  Carolina,  our  researches  have  been  exclusively  in 
the  carboniferous  rocks,  for  in  these  alone  are  the  valuable  coal- 
seams  of  the  eastern  portion  of  the  United  States  found. 
Probably  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  coal  now  mined  in  the 
world  is  of  any  of  the  other  ages.  But  now  we  have,  as  it 
were,  passed  into  another  world,  where  the  surface  is  covered 
by  newer  and  later  rocks.  The  carboniferous  rocks  are  not 
wanting ;  on  the  contrary,  they  are  found  in  abundance  and  of 
great  thickness.  In  the  deep  caQons  of  the  Colorado  and  other 
rivers  of  the  far  West,  and  in  numerous  places  where  the 
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granite  mountains  have  been  uplifted,  through  the  water-formed 
rocts  tilting  them  upward  and  exposing  them  on  the  sides  of 
the  mountains,  the  carboniferous  formations  are  always  found. 
But  there  are  two  very  remarkable  peculiarities :  first,  that  they 
rest  upon  the  Potsdam  sandstone,  which  in  the  East  is  the  first 
fossiliferous  rock  above  the  primary  system — all  the  usually 
succeeding  Silurian  and  Devonian  rocks  are  wanting  in  all 
the  region  north  of  the  South  Pass,  latitude  42°  31'  north — 
and,  secondly,  the  carboniferous  rocks  produce  no  coal.  Dr. 
Hayden  thinks  no  workable  beds  will  ever  be  discovered  in 
formations  older  than  the  tertiary  or  cretaceous.  "  Over  the  area 
now  occupied  by  the  central  and  western  portion  of  our  con- 
tinent the  sea  prevailed,"  says  Prof.  Newberry,  "  during  the  Car- 
honiferouB  period,  for  there  we  find  the  carboniferous  strata  to 
be  almost  exclusively  represented  by  massive  limestones,  the 
organic  sediments  deposited  in  a  broad  but  shallow  ocean 
crowded  with  animal  life."  Hereafter,  therefore,  we  are  done 
with  the  carboniferous  formation,  for,  as  it  produces  no  coal,  we 
can  take  no  interest  in  it.  The  fossil  fuel  found  in  the  "Western 
regions  now  to  be  considered  belongs  to  the  newer  and  higher 
systems  of  rocks,  to  which  we  must  now  devote  our  attention. 

The  general  geological  section  in  the  far  "West  is  very  brief. 
In  the  ascending  order  we  have :  1.  The  granite  or  primary 
rocks ;  2.  The  Potsdam  sandstone,  but  this  is  sometimes  want- 
ing ;  3.  The  carboniferous  limestones,  but  without  coal-seams  ; 

4.  The  Triassie,  a  series  of  brick-red  sandstones  of  the  same 
formation  as  those  seen  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia ; 

5.  Then  a  thin  group  of  sand  and  marls,  the  Jurassic  formation ; 

6.  Then  the  whole  series  of  cretaceous  beds  with  their  charac- 
teristic remains ;  7.  There  appears  to  be  a  transition  series 
between  the'  cretaceous  and  tertiary,  to  which  the  coal-beds  are 
now  supposed  to  belong,  or  to  the  cretaceous ;  8.  The  Tertiary ; 
9.  Superficial  deposits.  All  these  rocks  are  tilted  upward  in 
the  elevation  of  the  mountains,  up  to  the  light-colored  rocks 
at  Cheyenne,  which  were  deposited  subsequent  to  the  uplifting 
of  the  mountain-ranges.  The  Triassie  is  the  formation  in 
which  in  certain  localities,  from  the  existence  of  dry  land  to 
produce  the  necessary  vegetation,  some  of  the  smaller  coal- 
regions  owe  their  origin,  such  as  those  of  Eiclimond,  Virginia, 
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Deep  Hiver  and  Dan  Eiver,  INortli  Carolina,  and  Los  Bronces, 
in  Sonora.  But  in  our  Western  Territories  there  is  no  coal  of 
this  age,  although  the  triassic  rocks  are  abundant. 

Lignite. — Scientifically  speaking,  there  is  no  more  coal  west 
of  Kansas,  thereby  meaning  that  better  quality  of  fossil  fiiel 
found  among  rocks  of  the  Carboniferoue  age,  but,  practically 
and  commercially,  there  is  a  great  abundance  of.it,  such  as  it  is. 
That  which  is  found  in  the  same  form,  is  mined  from  the  earth 
in  the  same  manner,  has  the  appearance  and  answers  the  useful 
purposes  of  coal,  is  deserving  the  name  of  coal  in  common  par- 
lance. As  a  convenient  distinction,  expressive  of  its  geological 
age  and  peculiar  qualities,  however,  it  is  more  accurately  called 
lignite. 

The  lignite  formation  is  easily  distinguished  from  the  coal- 
measures,  as  well  by  its  distribution  and  the  chemical  compounds 
of  its  combustible  matter  as  by  the  plants  by  which  it  is  ac- 
companied. Lignites  are  formed  by  the  accidental  deposition 
of  a  cei'tain  quantity  of  wood,  apparently  transported  by  rivers 
or  some  other  Agency ;  or  even,  perhaps,  are  composed  of  the 
heaped  remains  of  trees  which  grew  in  marshes  and  swamps,  at 
the  places  where  beds  of  lignite  are  now  found.  The  areas 
which  they  cover  with  strata  of  combustible  matter  are  ex- 
tremely variable.  Sometimes  they  extend  themselves  for  hun- 
dreds of  miles,  preserving  a  certain  horizon  ;  sometimes  they 
have  only  a  few  feet  in  diameter,  and  appear  either  thin  or  like 
a  broken  and  heaped  compound  of  black  combustible  matter, 
irregularly  placed  at  various  horizons  in  the  same  vicinity. 
Beds  of  lignites  are  generally  intermixed  with  clay  or  sand. 
Their  overlying  strata  often  are  no^  shales,  but  mostly  soft, 
black,  or  yellow,  plastic  clay  or  sand.  The  numerous  remains 
of  plants  found  in  this  soft  matter  are,  of  course,  decayed, 
broken,  and  undistinguishable.  Sometimes  the  lignite  is  a 
compound  of  pure  combustible  matter,  much  softer  than  stone- 
coal,  or  true  coal,  and  sometimes  it  is  composed  of  alternate 
layers  of  soft  clay,  with  bands  of  pure  lignite  from  one  to 
two  inches  thick. 

All  the  fossil-leaves  in  lignite  beds  in  the  Tertiary  recall 
forms  which  we  are  in  the  habit  of  seeing  around  us  on  the 
trees  of  our  time,  such  as  oaks,  walnuts,  and  beeches,  elms  and 
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others,  easily  recognized  bj  the  branching  of  the  veins.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  fossil  leaves  of  the  true  coal  are  mostly 
ferns,  and  the  other  remains  represent  the  scars  or  the  strife  of 
the  bark  of  trees,  pf  which  the  form,  the  direction,  and  the  re- 
marhable  regularity,  are  entirely  at  variance  with  the  rough  and 
irregular  surface  of  the  bark  of  our  trees. — (Owen,  in  Arkansas 
Report.) 

Brown  coals  are  more  subject  to  spontaneous  combustion 
than  the  true  coals.  Those  which  extend  many  hundreds  of  miles 
along  the  Upper  Missouri  Eiver  were  observed,  by  Lewis  and 
.Clark  in  1804,  and  by  subsequent  travellers  for  a  long  time 
afterward,  to  be  on  fire  in  numerous  places  on  the  borders  of 
the  great  rivers.  Occasionally  they  are  now  found  on  fire. 
The  same  phenomenon  prevails  in  Australia  in  coal  of  the  like 
age.  In  our  "Western  Territories  many  extensive  beds  of  these 
lignites  have  been  evidently  entirely  consumed  in  the  ground 
from  spontaneous  combustion,  leaving  a  layer  of  ashes  whfere 
was  once  a  seam  of  coal.  The  adjoining  rocks  are  partially 
melted,  or  otherwise  metamorphosed,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  material  of  which  they  were  composed,  and  the  degree  of 
heat.  In  some  instances  overlying  beds  of  clay,  within  reach 
of  the  heat,  have  been  burnt  into  a  brick-like  material. 

During  the  Cretaceous  and  early  Tertiary  periods  an  in> 
mense  swamp  seems  to  have  existed  along  the  foot  of  the  Kocky 
Mountains,  on  the  eastern  side,  extending  for  many  hundred 
miles  northward  into  British  Americaj  along  the  waters  of 
Mackenzie's  River  to  the  Arctic  Sea,  along  the  coast  in  Alaska, 
and  southward  into  New  Mexico.  A  similar  formation  is 
found  at  intervals  all  along  the  coast  of  South  America,  pro- 
ducing lignite  coal,  which  is  found  as  far  south  as  Patagonia, 
along  the  straits  of  Magellan.  E.  C.  Taylor,  in  his  statistics 
of  coal,  published  in  1848,  gives  an  aceo^mt  of 'this  wonderful 
deposit,  with  a  good  chart  of  the  coal-fields  on  the  surface  of  the 
globe,  on  which  these  and  the  lignite  fields  of  Europe  and  Asia 
are  also  given  :  "  Throughout  these  regions,  a  rank  vegetation 
must  have  fiouiished  for  a  long  period,  of  a  much  more  modem 
character  than  that  of  the  Carboniferous  coal-measures,  consist- 
ing largely  of  coniferous  trees.  In  time  an  immense  mass  of 
vegetation  was  accumulated,  which  became  covered  by  masses 
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of  clay,  sand,  and  pebbleSj  and  thus  these  remarkable  fields  of 
Tertiary  eoal  were  formed  with  their  coal-beds,  under  clays  and 
iron-ores,  bearing  a  great  resemblance  to  the  Carboniferous 
measures.  On  the  west  side  of  the  mountains  a  similar  condi- 
tion of  things  seems  to  have  existed,  and  cdal-beda  were  formed, 
but  changes  of  level  caused  the  formation  of  a  greater  number 
of  coal-beds  of  less  thickness." — (HoUister.) 

With  the  completion  of  the  Pacific  Eailroad,  and  the  pro- 
spective settlement  of  the  vast  region,  wholly  destitute  of  tim- 
ber, through  which  it  passes,  the  question  of  fuel  for  this  and 
other  railroads,  and  for  the  population  which  will  occupy  this 
great  country,  arises  as  one  of  momentous  importance.  Some 
of  the  first  geologists  of  the  country,  and  especially  X>r.  X>.  Y. 
Hayden,  who  is  the  best  authority  in  regard  to  that  region,  have 
for  years  been  exploring  the  country,  long  in  advance  of  settlers, 
or  almost  of  the  hunters,  generally  accompanied  by  a  force  of 
United  States  soldiers,  for  their  protection  against  the  savages. 

Whatever  may  be  the  extent  of  the  lignite  deposits  of  the 
far  West,  and  there  is  no  doubt  they  arc  immense,  yet  those 
localities  where  they  are  found  of  a  good  quality,  near  the  great 
lines  of  railroad,  are  of  the  greatest  importance.  Indeed,  the 
question  of  fuel  along  the  line  of  these  railroads  is  one  on  which 
their  very  existence,  or  the  ability  to  operate  them  at  any  rea- 
sonable cost,  greatly  depends.  The  first  of  the  completed  lines 
of  railroad,  the  Union  Pacific,  is  very  fortunately  situated  in 
this  respect ;  for,  although  no  coal  is  found  for  the  first  656  miles 
west  of  Omaha,  yet  at  that  point  a  supply  of  coal  of  a  sufficiently 
good  quality  for  steam  purposes  occurs  ;  and  it  is  found  at  va- 
rious other  localities,  from  that  place  westward,  335  miles  to  Echo 
City,  991  miles  from  Omaha,  and  785  from  Sacramento.  The 
following  excellent  account  of  these  coal-regions,  by  the  late 
Prof,  James  T.  Hodge,  is  much  the  best,  for  the  purposes  of  this 
work,  that  has  been  published,  and  is  therefore  given  entire. 

Numerous  other  mines  have  been  opened  since  the  date  of 
Mr.  Hodge's  report,  but  his  descriptions  of  the  character  of  the 
coal,  and  the  mode  of  its  occurrence,  will  give  the  reader  a  cor- 
rect general  impression  of  this  remarkable  coal-region.  As  to 
its  extent  and  boundaries,  it  would  be  premature  to  give  any 
thing  but  very  general  statements. 
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THE  COAL-MINES  OF  THE  ROCKY  MOUNTAINS. 

"  The  occurrence  of  coal  in  the  Koeky  Mountains  was  ob- 
served and  reported  on  by  most  of  the  early  explorers  on  the 
different  routes  they  traversed  across  the  continent.  Little 
importance,  however,  was  attached  to  these  discoveries ;  and,  as 
the  coal-beds  were  seen  only  in  their  outcrop,  little  knowledge 
was  acquired  of  their  real  character.  It  was  understood  that 
they  belonged,  not  to  the  true  coal  formation,  but  either  to  the 
Lower  Tertiary  or  Upper  Cretaceous,  and  the  coal  was  conse- 
quently classed  among  the  lignites,  or  bcown  coals,  and  generally 
considered  to  be  far  inferior  in  quality  to  the  genuine  coals  of 
the  Eastern  and  Middle  States.  As  the  country  began  to  be 
settled,  the  scarcity  of  timber  soon  caused  these  deposits  of  fuel 
to  be  looked  up,  and  mines  of  coal  to  be  opened  and  worked  in 
Utah  and  in  Colorado.  The  construction  of  the  Union  Pacific 
and  Central  Pacific  Kailroads  created  a  stil!  greater  demand  for 
fuel  for  the  supply  of  their  locomotives ;  and  new  mines  were 
opened  along  the  line  of  the  former  road  in  "Wyoming  Terri- 
tory, which,  with  those  worked  on  the  eastern  border  of  Utah, 
near  the  same  road,  supply  both  these  long  lines  of  road  with 
all  the  coal  they  require.  No  mines  have  been  found  near  the 
Central  Pacific  Eailroad,  either  in  Utah,  Nevada,  or  California ; 
BO  that  this  road  is  wholly  dependent  for  fuel  upon  the  coals 
brought  to  it  from  the  Union  Pacitic.  Though  it  is  scarcely 
three  years  since  these  coal-mines  began  to  be  developed,  they 
have  already  produced  large  quantities  of  coal,  and  several  among 
them  have  the  appearance  of  thriving  collieries,  well  furnished 
with  powerful  machinery  for  pmnping  and  hoisting,  and  all  the 
appliances  of  first-class  establishments. 

"  In  Colorado,  mines  were  opened  along  the  eastern  base  of 
the  Eocky  Mountains  about  eight  years  since,  and  a  number  of 
them  have  been  worked  to  a  moderate  extent  from  that  time, 
supplying  Denver  and  the  settlements  below  the  mountains. 
The  coal  was  found  very  serviceable  for  domestic  purposes ;  but 
was  deficient  in  calorific  qualities,  snch  as  are  required  for  foun- 
deries  and  other  metallurgical  works.  The  writer,  in  1863,  found 
the  blacksmiths  for  the  most  part  unable  to  produce  a  welding- 
heat  with  the  coal  in  tlieir  forges,  and  coke  was  brought  from 
Kansas  for  a  foundery  at  Black  Hawk,  at  an  expense  of  $160 
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per  ton.  The  coal-mines  were  then  esteemed  of  very  little 
value.  The  opening  of  the  Kansas  Pacific  Bailroad  to  Denver, 
of  the  Denver  Pacific  to  Cheyenne,  and  of  the  Colorado  Cen- 
tral from  Denver  to  Golden  City,  with  the  prospect  of  its  ex- 
tension in  another  year  to  the  mining  towns  in  the  moimtains, 
has  greatly  added  to  the  importance  of  these  mines,  and  led  to 
arrangements  for  working  them  upon  a  large  scale.  In  Sep- 
tember and  October,  1870,  the  writer  again  examined  them, 
and  also  visited  all  the  coal-mines  of  importance  in  "Wyoming 
and  in  Utah,  near  the  Union  Pacific  road ;  and  the  following 
are  some  of  the  results  of  his  investigations,  and  of  the  analyses 
he  has  made  of  the  coals  lie  collected  : " 

TJve  Geological  Formation. 
"  All  these  coal-mines  are  found  in  a  series  of  sandstones 
and  fire-clay,  probably  of  Lower  Tertiary  age.'  No  limestones 
occur  with  these  strata,  and  black  slate  is  met  with  in  small 
quantity  only.  The  sandstones  are  generally  somewhat  friable 
in  texture,  and  are  often  exposed  iu  bold  cliffs,  the  faces  of 
which  have  weathered  in  very  irregular  shapes,  and  frequently 
present  deep  holes  and  cavernous  depressions.  Its  color  is  from  a 
Hght  yellowish  to  reddish  brown,  and  sometimes  gray.  In  places, 
it  is  sufficiently  sound  and  firm  to  make  a  good  building-stone. 
The  fossils  it  contains  are  chiefly  leaves  of  deciduous  trees.  No 
ferns  and  other  fossil-plants  are  found  in  the  formation  like 
those  common  to  the  true  coal-measures.  The  black  slates, 
forming  the  roof  of  a  coal-bed  at  one  locality  in  Wyoming  Ter- 
ritory, are  found  filled  with  fossil  nnios,  which,  as  the  writer  is 
inibrmed  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Newberry,  are  probably  an  undeseribed 
species.  Fire-clay  is  perhaps  the  predominant  material  of  the 
formation.  It  occurs  in  beds  of  great  thickness,  especially  in 
Colorado  ;  and  at  Golden  City  it  is  manufactured  into  fire-bricks 
of  excellent  quality.  Clay  iron-stone  ia  occasionally  interstrati- 
fied  with  the  clays  and  black  shales  ;  and  in  Boulder  County, 
Colorado,  the  summits  and  sides  of  some  of  the  hills  near  the 
coal-mines  are  partially  covered  with  masses  of  brown  iron-ore, 
that  have  the  appearance  of  solid  ledges ;  but  which  were  no 
'  By  Dp.  Hayden's  report  of  1871,  thej  appear  to  be  CretaceouB,  or  a  tranaiUon 
secies  between  tlie  Crelaceoos  and  Tertiary. 
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doubt  collections  of  clay  irpn-stone,  left  behind  when  the  lighter 
materials  of  the  strata  containing  them  were  removed,  and  con- 
verted subsequently  by  atmospheric  agency,  into  those  brown 


The  Ooal-Seams. 
"  The  coal-beds  are  often  of  great  size,  the  largest  now  worked 
being  26  or  37  feet  thick.  This  is  on  Bear  River,  on  the  eastern 
border  of  Utah.  For  the  most  part  they  are  remarkably  free 
from  impurities,  it  being  not  rare  to  see  a  face  of  eight  or  even 
10  feet  of  clean  coal  of  brilliant  lustre,  perfectly  sound  and  solid 
•in  the  mine,  without  a  particle  of  slate  or  any  visible  foreign 
matter  that  would  injure  it.  Iron  pyrites,  however,  may  gen- 
erally be  detected  in  small  flakes  and  thin  disks ;  but  very  rarely 
in  sufficient  quantity  to  be  injurious.  Mineral  resin  is  a  com- 
mon ingredient  01  the  Colorado  coals,  and  was  met  with  at  one 
of  the  mines  only  on  the  Union  Pacific  Uailroad,  that  at  Carbon. 
The  beds  lie  at  an  angle  with  the  horizon  ;  some  are  vertical, 
none  were  observed  level." 


s  of  the  Goal. 

"  All  the  coals  tend  to  crumble  soon  after  being  exposed  to 
the  weather ;  but  when  protected  they  remain  a  long  time  un- 
changed, as  is  shown  by  a  large  lump  in  the  possession  of  the 
writer,  which  he  obtained  at  a  mine  in  Boulder  County,  Colo- 
rado, in  1863,  and  which  is  still  sound.  This  tendency  to  crum- 
ble is  the  cause  of  great  waste  at  the  mines — all  the  greater,  that 
these  tertiary  coals  can  scarcely  ever  be  made  to  melt  and  ag- 
glutinate int«  a  firm  coke.  With  rare  exception,  when  sub- 
mitted to  the  coking  process,  they  retain  their  form,  or  crumble 
into  a  dry  powder.  As  seen  by  their  analysis,  they  all  contain 
water  in  their  composition ;  and  this  is  very  slowly  given  up 
even  at  the  boiling  temperature.  Its  presence  necessarily  de- 
tracts from  the  calorific  power  of  the  coals,  not  merely  by  reason 
of  the  water  taking  the  place  of  so  much  carbon,  but  by,  the 
consumption  of  more  to  produce  the  heat  required  to  expel  this 
water.  Hence,  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  a  strong  concentrated 
heat,  such  as  is  needed  for  welding  iron  in  the  forge-fire ;  and 
it  is  only  by  particular  care  and  skill  that  the  blacksmiths  have 
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generally  succeeded  in  making  it  aiiswer  their  purposes.  At 
the  maehine-Bhops  of  the  Union  Pacific  Kailroad  it  is  not  yet 
admitted  as  a  substitute  for  Eastern  bituminous  coals,  though 
some  of  these  are  brought  from  Pennsylvania  mines,  about  2,000 
miles  distant,'  and  the  very  hest  of  the  Kocky  Mountain  coals 
are  obtained  directly  on  the  line  of  the  railroad.  As  a  fuel  for 
locomotives  and  for  domestic  purposes,  including  cooking  as 
well  as  warming,  the  coal  in  general  answers  very  well.  It 
kindles  and  burns  freely,  making  a  bright  fire  with  a  yellow 
blaze  and  comparatively  little  smoke.  The  odor  of  this  is  not 
so  strong  or  disagreeable  as  that  of  the  bituminous  coals,  and 
somewhat  resembles  the  smell  of  burning  peat.  The  smoke  is 
not  always  dark  and  thick,  but  is  sometimes  of  light-gray  color. 
The  ashes  are  remarkably  light  and  bulky.  The  engineers  of 
the  locomotives  find  that  some  varieties  crumble  more  than 
others  in  the  fire,  and  sift  through  the  grate-bars.  These  re- 
quire closer  screens  at  the  top  of  the  smoke-stacks.  They  en- 
deavor to  obtain  the  coal  as  freshly  mined  as  possible,  on  account 
of  its-sounder  condition.  Clinkers  sometimes  form  sufBciently 
to  be  troublesome,  when  the  coals  are  obtained  from  those 
mines  that  contain  seams  of  slate.  There  have  been  a  few  cases 
of  combustion  of  refuse  heaps  of  coal,  supposed  to  have  occurred 
spontaneously.  The  presence  of  iron  pyrites,  in  coals  s 
to  crumble  and  ignite  as  these,  cannot  fail  to  suggest  tl  " 
and  the  importance  of  guarding  all  heaps  of  it  from  1 
wet.  It  is  not  unusual  in  the  Eocky  Mountain  region  to  meet, 
among  the  strata  of  sandstones,  beds  of  ashes,  which  are  evi-' 
dently  the  ruins  of  coal-beds,  some  of  which  are  of  large  size. 
The  writer  has  seen  many  such  in  the  banks  of  the  upper  part 
of  the  Missouri  Kiver." 

It  is  Lignite. 
"  The  geological  position  of  these  coals,  together  with  the 
considerable  proportion  of  water  in  their  composition,  places 
them  in  the  class  of  brown  coals,  or  lignites,  which  are  for  the 
most  part  distinguished  by  their  fibrous  structure,  and  close 
resemblance  to  the  wood  from  which  they  are  derived.     The 

'  The  Union  Punfic  Ruilroad  Company  purchase,  annuall;,  at  least  I,GO0  toaa  of 
Bloasburg  coal  for  blacksmithitig,  which  is  mlDed  1,140  coilee  east  of  Omaha. 
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6  of  tlie  tertiary  formations  of  Saxony  and  Branden- 
burg, when  dug  and  etacked  in  the  fields,  looks  more  like  brown 
logs  of  wood  than  hke  mineral  coal.  Other  varieties  are  met 
with  in  various  conditions  of  change,  and  among  them  some 
that  closely  resemble  the  ordinary  bituminous  coals  in  their 
compact  texture,  brilliant  lustre,'and  black  color,  both  of  the 
coal  and  of  its  powder,  thns  differing  entirely  in  appearance 
from  the  brown  coals,  or  lignites,  that  give  a  name  to  the  class. 
This  ]£  the  general  character  of  the  coals  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains ;  and  their  composition  shows  they  are  far  superior  in 
quality  to  what  the  name  of  the  class  would  indicate.  Indeed, 
they  appear  to  be  better  than  the  best  of  the  foreign  coals  of 
their  own  variety  ;  and,  as  they  present  a  wonderful  degree  of 
uniformity  over  extensive  territories,  it  seems  they  are  really 
entitled  to  an  appropriate  name  that  should  distinguish  them, 
not  merely  from  the  common  bituminous  coals,  but  from  the 
other  lignites  also,  to  which  they  bear  still  less  resemblance. 

"  The  European  lignite  deposits  are  of  very  limited  area, 
scattered  here  and  there  through  Prussia,  France,  Great  Britain, 
etc. ;  and  in  these  small  basins  the  composition  of  the  fuel  is 
very  variable.  In  the  Prussian  provinces  above  named  its  value 
is  rated  at  onlj  one-third  that  of  the  genuine  coals ;  whOe  in 
the  north  of  Ireland  it  is  considered  to  be  worth  two-thirda  aa 
much  as  the  bituminous  coals.  The  weight  of  the  ash  in  the 
published  analyses  for  the  most  part  exceeds  4  per  cent.,  and 
ranges  from  this  to  20  or  30  per  cent,,  very  rarely  exceeding  40 
per  cent.  The  composition  of  the  American  varieties,  so  far  aa 
found  by  the  writer,  is  contained  in  the  following  table,  which 
also  gives  the  localities  of  the  principal  mines  worked  and  thick- 
ness of  the  beds.  The  water  was  determined  by  drying  the 
coarsely-pulverized  coal  in  an  oil-bath,  below  the  temperature 
of  boiling  oil,  and  aho'c^  that  of  boiling  water,  continuing  the 
drying  for  several  hours  till  the  coal  ceased  to  lose  weight.  The 
fixed  carbon  in  all  these  analyses  is  uncertain  in  quantity,  as 
its  amount  varies  through  a  few  per  cent,  according  to  the 
greater  or  less  heat  employed  in  expelling  the  volatile  mat- 
ters. 
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AMALTSES  or  COALS  l^OM  1 


f  MOUKTAIKB. 


«.„.„. 

^1 
1^ 

1 

i^ 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Golden  atT  C  T    M  fcet 
endaflOuteetlaM 

StolB 
6tol0 

1-sa 

18.48 

19.10 
ISM 
16.0( 

18.!t 
10.8t 

a.s5 

S,8fl 

:;: 

4TJS3 

a«,y«b. 

Gold™  an-   0   T^  south 

HuipbTS,  Kslelon  U^k 

4444 

Orange-colored  ash. 

Bster/"Boq"d^  Co   0  T 

4i 
8 

1 

12 

1,83 
1.83 

38.03 
80,60 

ao.M 

89,'2a 

Grsj-aali:  Ught,  buJUy. 

hsrf  and  tough, 
Ught-gray  ash;    nmrly 

»ii."'  -■*•  ~- 

Tellowlah-giaj  ash. 
tLight-g«va«h:  these 

HallTille,  W.T^  npper  bed. 

TmDske,W.T 

Boot  SprtaM,  W.  T 

818  W. 
ISOW. 

CriBBinwi-s,  Coslrtile;  uVt. 

«:90  Bj-  W.  p.  Blake,  Janu- 

"  A  table  of  the  composition  of-some  of  the  French  and  Ger- 
man lignites,  most  nearly  resembling  those  of  the  Eocky  Moun- 
tains, is  given  by  Berthier,  in  his  '  TraiU  des  &Baispar  la  Vote 
Seche,'  vol.  i.,  p.  312,  and  is  here  introduced  for  comparison. 
Those  lignites,  designated  as  '  common  lignites,'  are  described 
in  general  terms  as  bearing  a  close  resemblance  to  the  coals  of 
the  secondary  formations — black  or  brown  in  color — compact — 
of  irregular  fracture — often  conehoidal  and  brilliant.  "Woody 
texture  frequently  very  apparent.  Specific  gravity  about  1.2. 
At  the  temperature  of  boiling  water  they  commonly  lose  about 
3  per  cent.  In  the  analysis  given,  the  water  thus  obtained 
goes  with  the  volatile  matters  in  the  second  column.  They  do 
not  generally  melt  by  heat,  but  some  of  them  soften  sufficiently 
for  the  particles  to  adhere  together ;  and  some  become  fluid 
like  oils  at  a  moderate  elevation  of  temperature.  These  last 
seem  to  belong  altogether  to  fresh-water  limestone  formations, 
and  to  be  nearly  related  to  the  petroleum  found  in  the  same 
formations : 
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Utwellet,  rtglit  bemk  of  tlie  Bhizie. . 

Gfirmany  ...^.^^^ ...^.  „.,.,, 

Edou,  Glmrenbi....  ,.^, ....... ^,,, 

BtLODgLoner  'Pyceaeei 

Enfent  Dort,  monttisolthe  Ebone. 
Mlaerve  L'Ands 

Dauphin,  Lower  Alps 


Bpedflc  gravity,  iji 
42.9  I>a]t  bnnnlBli  blsck 


.6  Compact ;  brUllont  Wsck  colot :  irreculur 
tura ;  ponrder.  brownleh  blM* ;  yIeWa  co 


"Colorado. — Coal  hae  been  found  in  Colorado,  both  on  the 
east  and  west  sides  of  the  Platte  River ;  but  the  only  mines 
of  importance  are  near  the  eastern  foot  of  the  easternmost  or 
Blue  Hills  range  of  the  mountains.  The  formation  to  which 
they  belong  is  a  series  of  sandstones  and  fire-clay,  probably  of 
Lower  Tertiary  age,  which  ranges  north  and  south,  and  along 
its  western  margin  is  found  uptilted  in  a  vertical  position,  and 
sometimes  dipping  toward  the  metamorphic  rocks,  that  make 
the  steep  mountain-slope,  not  half  a  mile  distant.  Farther 
away  from  the  mountains  the  inclination  is  eastward,  and  so 
gentle  that  the  coal-strata  overspread  large  tracts  of  country. 
The  formation  follows  the  range  of  the  mountains,  north  and 
south,  to  an  nndctemiined  extent ;  and  coal  is  met  with  in  it 
for  more  than  a  hundred  miles  from  Denver  in  each  direction  ; 
but  the  only  mines  of  value,  excepting  a  few  to  the  south,  are 
at  Golden  City,  15  miles  west  from  Denver,  and  thence  noi-tli 
for  10  to  15  miles  into  Boulder  County,  along  the  banks  of  tlie 
creeks  that  descend  from  the  mountains  eastward  toward  the 
Platte. 

"  Golden  Oitt. — The  first  discoveries  of  coal  at  this  place 
were  several  small  and  nearly  vertical  beds  near  together  in  the 
steep  bank  of  Clear  Creek,  about  half  a  mile  below  where  it 
passes  out  from  the  mountains.  These  were  followed  but  a 
short  distance  under  the  bank  toward  the  south,  when  the  ex- 
tension of  one  of  the  beds  in  this  direction  was  opened  at  the 
summit  of  the  ridge  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  creek.  The 
bed  was  here  found  so  large — from  10  to  14  feet  thick — that 
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the  lower  workings  were  abandoned,  and  a  vertical  sliaft  was 
sunk  on  the  bill,  100  feet  deep  in  tbe  coal-bed,  and  levels  have 
been  driven  north  and  soutli  from  the  bottom,  and  also  56  feet 
below  the  surface.  The  bed  proved  ^o  be  very  irregular  in 
thiekneBs,  eometimea  pineliing  in  to  a  few  inches,  and  then  ex- 
panding to  8  or  10  feet.  Its  average  thickness  is  not  probably 
more  than  5  feet,  A  small  steam-engine  is  used  for  pumping 
and  hoisting.  Little  water,  however,  is  encountered.  A  cross- 
cut from  the  bottom,  driven  70  feet  east,  penetrated  tlie  follow- 
ing strata :  Clay,  4  feet  thick ;  sandstone,  4 ;  coal,  2 ;  sand- 
Btone,  12 ;  clay,  3 ;  sandstone,  7 ;  clay,  8 ;  black  slate,  3 ;  clay, 
4 ;  sandstone,  3  ;  clay,  2 ;  coal,  2 ;  clay,  8 ;  coal,  2  ;  sandstone, 
6.  The  last  stratum  is  probably  the  extension  below  of  a  heavy 
ledge  of  sandstone  that  forms  the  crest  of  the  ridge.  The  clay 
is  all  fire-clay,  of  pretty  uniform  and  excellent  quality,  very 
similar  in  appearance  to  tliat  of  the  true  coal-measures.  It 
Beems  to  be  the  prevailing  material  of  the  formation,  and  is 
used  for  the  manufacture  of  fire-brick  in  an  extensive  manufac- 
tory at  the  base  of  the  hill.  The  coal-mine  has  been  worked 
only  to  the  moderate  extent  of  about  10  tons  a  day,  for  the 
supply  chiefly  of  the  local  demand.  The  appearance  of  the 
coal,  which  is  of  a  dull  black,  without  the  bright  lustre  common 
to  the  coals  from  the  other  mines,  has  operated  unfavorably  to 
its  reputation  in  the  Denver  market,  though  no  inferiority  of 
quality  is  indicated  by  the  analyses.  It  is  obtained,  too,  in 
pieces  of  very  irregular  shape,  quite  unlike  the  handsome  rec- 
tangular blocks  of  the  other  coals.  Like  thorn,  however,  it  is 
almost  entirely  free  from  slate  and  iron  pyrites.  Eesin  occurs 
in  it,  in  scattered  particles  and  bimehes,  more  abundantly  than 
in  the  coals  of  the  other  mines.  It  may,  perhaps,  prove  a  better 
coal  for  gas  than  the  other  mines  afford,  wliich  will  soon  be 
ascertained,  if  it  has  not  been  already  at  the  new  gas-works  at 
Denver.  The  locahty  is  very  favorably  situated  for  supplying 
the  mining  towns  in  the  mountains  with  fuel,  so  soon  as  the 
railroad  now  in  progress  up  the  gorge  of  Clear  Creek  reaches 
them.  The  pine-woods  there  available  have  already  been 
greatly  thinned,  and  the  question  of  the  future  supply  of  fuel 
would  be  a  serious  one,  but  for  the  supplies  promised  by  these 
mines  below  the  mountains. 
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*'  The  range  of  the  coal-belt  to  the  north  side  of  Clear  Creel; 
was  traced  by  the  writer  in  October  last,  and  a  point  selected 
for  trial-shafts  on  the  hills  half  a  mile  from  the  creek.  The 
line  of  these  vertical  beds  ie  bnt  poorly  indicated  on  the  sur- 
face, and  may  be  easily  missed.  Faint  streaks  of  coal-smut,  or 
blossom,  were  in  this  instance  followed  to  the  depth  of  70  feet 
in  fire-clay,  before  they  led  to  solid  coal.  The  bed  was  here 
found  about  10  feet  thick.  From  this  side  of  the  creek  the 
railroad  will  be  most  conveniently  supplied. 

"  The  outcrop  of  coal  has  been  detected  at  intervals  between 
Golden  City  and  Kalston  Creek,  five  miles  to  the  north  ;  and 
the  formation  evidently  continues  through  ;  but  no  mines  are 
worked  in  the  intervening  tracts. 

"  Eat.ston  Ckeek. — Two  large  coal-beds  are  opened  in  the 
banks  of  this  stream,  five  miles  north  from  Golden,  and  about 
two  miles  below  the  foot  of  the  mountain-range.  They  lie  in 
a  vertical  position,  about  25  feet  apart.  The  upper  or  western 
one  has  been  followed  under  the  south  bank  some  30  feet,  and 
was  found  to  be  about  nine  feet  thick  of  good  coal.  But  the 
other  bed,  proving  to  be  quite  as  good  as  to  quality  of  the  coal, 
and  affording  in  actual  working  full  14  feet  free  from  slate 
and  all  foreign  matters,  it  has  been  worked  in  preference. 
Other  small  beds  have  been  met  with  farther  up  the  stream; 
but  these  two  are  probably  all  of  importance.  The  large  bed 
is  worked  on  both  sides  of  the  creek,  and  on  the  north  side  a 
large  shaft  was  sunk  the  last  season  60  feet  deep  in  the  coal, 
from  the  bottom' of  which  levels  are  to  be  run  north  and  south. 
The  price  paid  for  mining  was  $1.50  per  ton — the  coal  run  out 
by  the  miners,  who  found  their  own  tools,  powder,  andjights. 
The  timber  required  for  stulls,  etc.,  was  provided  by  the  owner 
from  the  mountains.  Not  so  much  of  this  is  required  in  work- 
ing a  vertical  bed  as  is  needed  in  one  inclined.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  trouble,  danger,  and  expense  of  working  the 
former  are  essentially  greater,  and  the  amount  of  coal  available 
over  large  areas  materially  less.  In  this  case,  estimating,  with 
allowance  for  waste,^that  the  production  eliould  average  12 
feet  of  coal,  and  that  a  cubic  yard  of  this  weighs  2,000  pounds, 
the  mine  should  afford,  if  worked  to  the  depth  of  200  yards 
and  a  mile  in  length,  about  1,050,000  tons.     The  quantity  oh- 
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tained,  however,  will  depend  very  mucli  upon  the  skill  with 
which  the  work  is  conducted ;  and  the  freedom  from  accidents 
— especially  fire,  the  danger  of  which  has  already  been  experi- 
enced. The  coal  appears  very  well,  being  of  deep-black  color, 
with  brilliant  lustre.  It  soon  crumbles,  however,  on  exposure, 
and  the  waste  from  fine  coal  in  the  mine  has  been  so  great 
that,  if  continued,  a  larger  deduction  would  have  to  be  made 
than  that  allowed  in  the  above  estimate.  The  coal  has  met 
with  a  ready  sale  at  the  mine  at  $4  per  ton  and  $10  at  Denver, 
14  miles  distant.  The  eonatruetion  of  the  railroad  to  Golden 
must  so  reduce  the  cost  of  transportation  that  Denver  will 
hereafter  be  supplied  at  lower  rates. 

"Half  a  mile  south  from  Ralston  Creek,  toward  Golden, 
coal  was  discovered  some  time  ago,  directly  on  the  range  of  the 
bed  worked,  of  which  it  is  no  doubt  the  continuation.  The 
exploration  thus  made  developed  a  large  bed  with  a  gentle  dip 
toward  the  mountains.  Whenever  this  is  opened  again  it  will 
be  a  matter  of  interest  to  trace  out  the  extent  of  this  change 
of  dip. 

"  Leidek's. — The  next  opening  in  the  coal-bed  to  the  north 
is  in  a  gap  through  the  sandstone  ridge,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  Kalston  Creek  ;  and  is  known  as  Leiden's  mine,  from  the 
name  of  the  late  owner,  who,  with  two  other  men,  lost  their 
lives  by  entering  the  mine,  last  September,  when  the  air  was 
foul  in  consequence  of  its  having  been  left  unworked.  It  con- 
tinued for  some  time  inaccessible,  and  smoke  was  issuing  from 
the  entrance  when  the  writer  visited  the  plaee  five  days  after 
the  occurrence  mentioned  above.  The  locality  is  of  interest 
as  showing  the  continuity  of  coal.  The  formation  is  easily 
traced  northward  from  this  point,  over  a  broad  and  highly- 
elevated  open  plateau,  by  the  strata  of  sandstone  projecting  in 
vertical  layers  above  the  surface;  and  the  coal  can,  without 
doubt,  be  found  anywhere  against  the  western  edge  of  the 
strati,  or  in  the  depressions  below  the  general  level  now  occu- 
pied by  ponds.  The  lands,  however,  are  not  likely  to  be  soon 
occupied,  the  soil  being  filled  and  covered  with  small  bowlders 
from  the  mountains— still,  by  irrigation,  a  considerable  portion 
of  them  maybe  made  productive;  and  tlie  fact  that  several 
ditches  are  already  made  across  these  tracts,  to  the  lower  and 
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better  lands  to  the  east,  shows  that  water  is  aTailable  eren  at 
their  high  levels.  But  the  eoal  is  more  profitably  obtained  in 
the  valleys  of  the  creeks  than  in  the  elevated  divides. 

"  In  the  next  valley  crossed  by  the  belt,  that  of  Ooal  Creek, 
some  seven  miles  from  Kalston  Creek,  another  opening  is  met 
with  under  the  western  edge  of  the  same  sandstone  ridge.  The 
mine,  however,  is  not  now  worked,  the  ownera  finding  it  more 
convenient  to  develop  their  other  property  near  South  Boulder 
Creek,  two  or  three  miles  over  the  next  divide  to  the  north. 

"  Marshall's  (96  miles  south  of  Cheyenne). — The  mines  in 
the  valley  of  South  Boulder  Creek,  known  as  Marshall's,  are 
among  the  earliest  worked  in  Colorado.  They  were  in  opera- 
tion in  1863,  and  have  continued  without  interruption  to  fur- 
nish ooal  to  Denver,  22  miles  distant,  and  to  the  neighboring 
settlements.  The  locality  is  a  little  to  tlie  south  of  the  creek, 
in  the  hills  bordering  a  small  branch  about  two  miles  below  the 
foot  of  the  mountains.  As  many  as  four  bods  of  eoal  have 
here  been  opened,  two  of  which  may,  however,  prove  to  be  the 
same.  One  of  them — the  highest  in  the  series — is  found  just 
under  the  summit  of  the  divide,  dipping  gently  toward  the 
southeast.  It  is  known  as  the  Dabney  bed — is  said  to  be  nine 
feet  thick,  and,  when  worked,  furnished  eoal  of  a  superior  qual- 
ity, especially  for  blacksmitlis'  use.  At  a  lower  level,  and  also 
lower  in  the  formation,  is  found  the  main  bed,  which  is  worked 
to  the  thickness  of  10  feet,  through  the  whole  of  which  the 
coal  is  remarkably  clean  and  free  from  slate  and  other  impuri- 
ties. It  contains  very  little  pyrites  in  thin  disks  and  some 
resin  in  small  particles.  In  the  mine  the  freshly-exposed  face 
presents  a  beautifully  brilliant  appearance,  and  the  coal  is  so 
sound  that  a  cubical  block  of  it,  said  to  weigh  over  three  tons, 
was  taken  out  for  exhibition  at  the  fair  in  Denver.  It  is  used 
very  generally  by  tbe  blacksmiths,  who  have  overcome  the  dit- 
ficulty  they  formerly  experienced  in  not  being  able  to  get  up  a 
welding  heat  with  it.  The  mine  is  worked  by  two  parallel 
headings,  or  levels  driven  in  from  the  north  side  of  the  hill, 
and  rising  a  little  up  the  slope  of  the  bed.  These  extend  about 
600  feet  in,  and  rooms  are  worked  on  each  side,  but  chiefly  np 
the  slope.  In  the  other  direction  the  bed  passes  under  a 
meadow,  when  the  coal  will  have  to  be  worked  and  drained  by 
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means  of  vertical  shafts.  It  is  now  mined  for  $1,25  per  ton,' 
besides  cost  of  props  and  keeping  the  track,  etc.,  in  good  con- 
dition. 

"  A  third  bed  of  coal,  three  feet  thick,  is  found  across  the 
meadow  just  spoken  of,  in  the  hill  to  the  east,  not  half  a  mile 
from  the  main  bed.  It  dips  eastwardly  into  the  hill,  and  has 
been  followed  down  the  slope  60  or  70  feet,  under  a  roof  of 
fire-clay.  This  appears  to  lie  between  the  Dabney  and  the 
main  bed. 

"  The  fourth  bed  is  not  far  from  the  small  bed  just  de- 
scribed, being  a  little  to  the  north  of  a  line  connecting  it  with 
the  mine  now  wo^^ked.  It  differs  from  the  others  in  lying  in  a 
vertical  position ;  and  it  is  not  clear  where  its  position  is  in  the 
series.  A  shaft  was  sunk  npon  the  bed  some  years  ago  to  tlie 
depth  of  50  feet,  and  the  coal  was  raised  by  a  horse-whim.  The 
bed  was  seven  feet  thick. 

,"  A  small  blast-furnace  was  built  at  this  place  in  1863,  for 
the  purpose  of  working  the  brown  hematite  iron-ores  found 
scattered  about  the  hills  in  the  vicinity.  It  ran  but  a  short 
time,  when  the  enterprise  was  abandoned.  Though  the  coal- 
mines were  so  conveniently  near,  no  attempts  were  made  to  use 
the  coal ;  but  pine-wood  charcoal  from  the  mountains  was  em- 
ployed as  fuel.  The  iron  made  was  of  superior  quality,  and  it 
is  evident  from  the  appearance  of  the  cinder-heap  that  the  fur- 
nace, notwithstanding  its  diminutive  size,  must  have  worked  well. 

"  Wilson" a. — From  Marshall's,  north,  it  is  less  than  a  mile 
over  the  plateau  into  the  next  depression,  wiiere  the  large  coal- 
bed,  easily  traced  by  the  outcrop  of  the  sandstone  ledge  that 
overlies  it,  is  again  opened  and  worked.  This  place  is  known 
as  Wilson's  mine.  The  bed  has  been  followed  down  the  slope 
toward  the  south-southeast  about  200  feet,  and  the  height  of  the 
excavation  in  the  coal  is  from  six  to  seven  feet.  Probably  the 
whole  is  not  taken  out.  The  coal  itself  is  the  same  in  appear- 
ance as  that  obtained  at  Marshall's. 

"  The  continuation  of  the  coal-bearing  belt  toward  the  north, 
here  appears  to  be  interrupted,  as  no  more  mines  are  opened 
in  this  direction.  The  general  dip  of  the  strata  is  with  the 
slope  of  the  surface  toward  the  east,  but  somewhat  steeper,  so 
that  the  coal-beds  are  carried  under  and  disappear.     It  seems. 
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however,  that  the  dip  must  change,  and  a  sharp  uprise  to  the 
east  take  place,  foUowed  again  by  a  long,  gentle  slope  in  the 
same  direction,  for  the  Burface  of  the  country  appears  to  indi- 
cate this  in  the  steepness  of  its  short  western  slopes,  and  also, 
the  reappearance  of  large  coal-beds  some  thirteen  miles  north- 
east of  the  last  mine  described.  These  are  found  in  the  side  of 
a  steep  hill  that  ranges  along  the  east  side  of  Coal  Creek,  the 
same  stream  noticed  before  as  being  crossed  by  the  coal-bearing 
belt  near  the  monntain-range,  and  which  below  turns  from  an 
eastern  to  a  northerly  course. 

"  Bkiggs's  (84  miles  south  of  Cheyenne). — The  most  northern 
opening  in  these  beds  is  that  of  the  Messrs.  Briggs-  It  is  on 
the  side  of  the  hill  facing  the  creek,  and  follows  the  slope  of 
the  bed  into  the  hill  east-northeast,  the  inclination  not  being 
60  steep  but  one  can  walk  easily  down.  The  length  of  the 
heading  is  about  500  feet,  and  rooms  have  been  worked  to  the. 
right  and  left.  No  water  has  y£t  been  encountered  in  quantity 
to  be  troublesome.  The  coal-bed  is  about  13  feet  thick,  in- 
cluding in  this  a  seam  of  slate  a  foot  and  three  inches  thick  at 
three  to  three  and  a  half  feet  above  the  floor.  The  coal  presents 
a  handsome  appearance,  being  of  a  bright  glistening  black,  and 
coming  out  in  sound  blocks  of  rectangular  fracture.  It  has 
been  mined  for  the  Denver  market,  23  miles  distant,  and 
arrangements  are  now  in  progress  for  extending  a  branch  of 
the  Denver  Pacific  Kailroad  to  the  mine. 

"Baker's  (86  miles  south  of  Cheyenne). — The  Baker  or 
Douglas  coal-bed  is  3^  miles  ferther  up  the  creek,  toward 
the  south,  and  on  the  same  side  of  it  with  the  Briggs  bed. 
It  lies  about  200  feet  lower  down  than  this  in  the  formation, 
as  the  extension  of  the  latter  is  found  at  this  greater  ele- 
vation near  by.  The  mine  was  originally  opened  in  the  bank 
of  the  creek,  and,  this  being  an  inconvenient  place  to  work 
it,  an  inclined  shaft  was  started  on  the  bench  above  and  car- 
ried down  through  the  overlying  fire-clays  and  sandstone  to 
the  coal,  when  it  followed  the  regular  slope  of  the  bed.  A 
steam-engine  is  employed  to  hoist  the  coal  and  the  water.  The 
bed  is  ij^  to  5  feet  thick,  dips  east  into  the  hill,  and  produces  a 
coal  very  difierent  in  appearance  from  that  of  the  other  mines. 
A  part  of  it  is  of  a  dull  jet  black,  hard  and  brittle,  breaking  in 
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cuboidal  fragments,  and  streaks  of  this  eannel-like  character  are 
Been  in  the  more  brilliant  varieties  that  are  also  found.  Iron 
pyrites  in  extremely  thin  disks,  and  resin  also,  are  noticed  in  the 
coal.  Two  or  three  other  sin^l  beds  of  coal  appear  in  the 
bank  of  the  creek ;  and  in  the  slates  or  shales  over  them  are 
courses  of  kidney  iron-ore,  that  may  possibly  prove  sufficient 
for  the  supply  of  a  blast-furnace. 

"  Other  coal-beds  will  doubtless  be  opened  in  this  region,  and 
also  farther  back  toward  the  other  mines.  The  only  one  dis- 
covered the  last  season  was  by  Mr.  Davidson,  in  exploring  the 
strata  near  the  highest  elevation  of  the  country,  probably  far 
above  the  great  coal-bed.  It  proved  to  be  a  bod  about  3^  feet 
thick." 

2.  On  the  Union  Pacijio  Hailroad. 
"  "Wtoming  TEEEnoHT, — Although  the  coal-belt  of  Colorado 
extends  north  into  Wyoming  Territory,  and  indications  of  coal 
have  been  found  near  the  line  of  the  Union  Pacific  Eailroad,  it 
has  nowhere  been  found  productive  of  good  coal  to  the  east  of 
the  Black  Hills.  Beyond  this  range  of  mountains,  in  the  Lara- 
mie Valley,  the  same  formation  is  again  met  with,  and  valuable 
mines  of  coal  are  worked  at  intervals  near  the  road  even  to  Salt 
Lake  Valley. 

.  "  Carbon. — The  first  of  these  is  at  Carbon,  a  station  140 
miles  by  the  road  from  Cheyenne,  which  is  at  the  east  foot  of 
the  Black  Hills,  Here,  by  the  side  of  the  track,  a  large  sbaft 
has  been  sunk  70  feet  deep  down  to  a  coal-bed  seven  feet  thick ; 
a  steam-engine  for  pumping  and  hoisting  is  in  operation,  and 
all  the  appliances  are  provided  in  the  way  of  good  machinery 
and  buildings  of  a  first-class  colliery.  A  considerable  proportion 
of  the  coal  used  on  the  railroad  is  here  obtained ;  and  it  is  trans- 
ported for  sale  to  Omaha,  556  miles  by  railroad,  and  to  Denver, 
250  miles.  The  coal  is  in  fair  repute,  though  it  makes  some 
clinker,  and  the  analysis  shows  it  has  more  mineral  impurity 
than  the  other  coals.  This  comes  in  part  from  small  seams  of 
fllate  in  the  bed,  and  also  from  a  coating  of  a  white  powder  ob- 
served in  the  seams  of  the  coal,  which  proves  to  he  carbonate 
with  a  little  sulphate  of  lime.  If  it  contains  more  ash,  it  is,  on 
the  other  hand,  comparatively  free  from  water,  showing  the 
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least  percentage  of  this  of  any  coal  analyzed.  The  smoke  of 
this  coal  is  black,  like  that  of  the  bituminous  coals. 

"  Hallville. — The  next  mining  establishment  is  at  Hallvillo, 
142  miles  farther  west.  Several  coal-beds  (probably  four)  are 
here  found  in  a  hill  about  3O0  yards  south  from  the  railroad, 
and  a  side-track  leads  from  this  to  the  mine.  The  main  bed  of 
coal  is  from  5^  to  6  feet  tliick ;  and  below  it  is  another  bed 
three  feet  thick,  which  in  one  place  comes  within  a  foot  of  it, 
and  in  others  is  eepai-ated  from  it  by  several  feet  of  slates. 
Other  irregularities  of  stratification  are  noticed  in  the  main 
coal-bed  itself,  which  near  the  entrance  of  the  mine  has  in  the 
lower  half  some  small  seame  of  slate,  and  near  the  roof  a  layer 
of  bony,  inferior  coal,  eight  inches  thick,  none  of  which  are 
found  in  the  inner  or  extreme  part  of  the  workings.  The  coal 
itself  is  hard  and  solid,  and  burns  with  a  white  smoke,  and 
little  odor.  The  mine  is  worked  without  trouble  from  water, 
and  the  coal  is  drawn  out  on  an  iron  track  by  mules. 

"  The  blaclc  slate  roof  of  the  main  bed  abounds  in  fossil 
remains  of  fresh-water  shells — unios  of  undescribed  species.  In 
the  inner  part  of  the  mine,  when  the  roof  has  been  allowed  to 
comedown,  many  tons  of  these  slates  might  be  collected  charged 
with  the  shells,  still  white,  and  often  both  valves  preserved 
side  by  side.  The  brown  sandstones  interetratified  with  the 
coal-beds  contain  stems  of  trees  converted  into  the  same  rock, 
and  impressions  of  the  leaves — all,  however,  very  obscure. 

"  Van  Dyke.— The  next  coal-mine  along  the  road  is  known 
as  the  Van  Dyke,  30  miles  farther  west.  This  is  in  a  hill  on 
the  north  side  of  the  railroad  track,  and  so  conveniently  near 
to  it  that  the  coal  is  discharged  by  a  shute  from  the  mine  di- 
rectly into  the  cars.  The  bed  is  4J  feet  thick,  entirely  free 
from  any  admixture  of  foreign  substance,  except  a  trifling 
amount  of  iron  pyrites  in  thin  flakes  in  the  Beams,  and  dips 
gently  to  the  jiorthwest  into  the  dry,  barren  Mil  in  which  it  ia 
found.  The-roof  over  it  is  remarkably  smooth  and  sound,  so 
that  all  the  coal  can  be  taken  out  clean,  and  comparatively  few 
props  are  required  for  supporting  it.  This  is  an  important 
consideration  in  a  country  so  barren  of  trees  as  this  Bitter  Creek 
region.  No  water  is  met  with  in  the  mine,  and  the  bed  can 
apparently  be  followed  over  an  extensive  range  northeast  and 
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west  without  encountering  any.  The  mine  fronts  upon  the 
valley  of  Bitter  Creek  toward  the  south ;  and  in  the  hills  oppo- 
site it  seems  as  if  the  same  bed  must  again  stritc  in. 

"  The  Van  Dyke  coal  and  that  of  Eock  Springs,  two  miles 
beyond,  have  the  best  reputation  of  any  of  the  Eoeky  Mountain 
coals,  and  this  by  their  analysis  seems  to  be  well  deserved. 
These  were  the  only  coals  that  afforded  any  thing  like  coke  by 
distillation ;  and  they  should  give  a  more  concentrated  heat 
tlian  any  of  the  others,  showing  the  best  adaptation  for  metal- 
lurgical purposes. 

'*  KocK  Speings.— The  mines  known  by  this  name  are  two 
miles  west  from  the  Van  Dyke  bed,  and  one  mile  east  from  the 
station  of  the  same  name.  The  coal  of  this  locality  has  been 
obtained  chiefly  from  a  dry  barren  knoll  of  cavernous  sandstone 
about  60  feet  high,  situated  about  50  rods  southeast  from  the 
railroad,  with  which  it  is  connected  by  a  branch  track.  On  the 
south  side — away  from  the  railroad — the  knoll  ends  abruptly 
in  vertical  cliifs ;  and  in  these,  near  the  summit,  are  the  outcrop 
of  the  coal-bed  and  the  entrance  to  the  mine.  The  slope  of 
the  strata  is  north-northwest,  which  carries  the  coal-bed  under 
the  main  track  of  the  railroad,  and,  as  the  knoll  is  now  almost 
exhausted  of  coal,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  worting 
the  bed  close  to  the  main  road,  where  also  is  the  village  of 
miners'  houses.  The  bed  is  about  9J  feet  thick,  but  only  about 
seven  feet  are  worked ;  for  within  two  feet  of  the  top  is  a  thin 
seam  of  slate,  that,  with  the  coal  above  it,  makes  a  better  roof 
than  the  dry  and  crumbling  slates  and  sandstones  above  would 
make.  The  coal,  like  the  Van  Dyke,  is  very  sound  and  cleau, 
igniting  readily,  and  burning  away  entirely  without  crumbling 
ill  the  fire.  The  smoke  is  black,  like  that  of  the  bituminous 
coals.  The  mine  is  worked  by  contract — the  miners  riddling 
the  coal  in  the  mine,  and  deUvering  the  lump-coal  only  outside 
for  $1.25  per  ton.  The  workmen  have  evidently  been  left  to 
their  own  discretion,  without  any  regard  to  obtaining  the  great- 
est amount  of  coal  the  mine  should  aiFord. 

"  The  opening  by  the  railroad  track  is  a  slope  passing  under 
Bitter  Creek.  This  had  not  in  October  passed  quite  through 
the  'rusty'  coal  into  the  sounder  part  of  the  bed.  The  mine 
has  to  be  provided  with  a.steam;engine  for  pumping  and  hoist- 
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jng,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  productive  in  large  quantities  of 
excellent  coal. 

"This  vicinity,  like  most  of  the  Bitter  Creek  "Valley,  is 
deficient  in  good  water ;  so  that,  for  about  60  miles  east  from 
Green  Eiver,  this  has  to  be  brought,  for  the  supply  of  the  in- 
habitants and  for  the  locomotives,  in  cara  specially  provided  for 
the  purpose,  and  mating  what  is  called  the  -water-train.  The 
cars,  nine  in  number,  have  each  two  tanks  ahout  nine  feet  high 
and  seven  and  a  lialf  feet  average  diameter,  all  of  which  are 
connected  by  a  large  hose.  Following  the  water-ears  is  a  box 
ear,  in  wiiich  is  a  locomotive-boiler  and  a  large  steam-pump. 
By  means  of  this  the  water  is  pumped  into  the  stationary  tanks 
at  the  stations,  and  into  the  barrels,  casks,  tubs,  and  even  ket- 
tles and  cooking-stove  boilers,  with  which  the  inhabitants  near 
the  stations  run,  on  the  arrival  of  the  train  three  times  a  week, 
to  receive  their  supplies  of  water,  paying  for  it  at  the  rate  of 
25  cents  a  barrel. 

"  Utah,  Evanston,— ^The  station  of  this  name  on  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  is  441  miles  from  Cheyenne,  or  126  from  Eock 
Springs.  The  mines  are  two  miles  northwest  from  the  station 
across  Bear  River,  in  a  hill  on  the  north  side  of  the  fine  wide 
valley  of  this  stream.  Seen  from  the  mines  this  valley  presents 
the  appearance  of  a  heautifiil  plain  stretching  ont  about  four 
miles  to  the  hills  on  the  opposite  side.  Were  the  region  less 
elevated,  and  the  winters  less  severe,  this  would  be  a  most  at- 
tractive site  for  a  large  settlement.  Bear  River  is  a  swift  stream 
of  good  water,  well  stocked  with  large  brook-trout.  The  Wah- 
satch  Mountains,  in  view  to  the  west,  furnish  pine-timber  from 
their  extensive  forests.  Building-stone  of  superior  quality  is 
quarried  from  the  sandstone  beds  near  the  coal-mines,  and  clay- 
beds  are  worked  for  the  manufacture  of  bricks  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill. 

"  A  branch  railroad  has  been  constructed  to  the  mines,  and 
is  used  for  the  benefit  of  hoth  the  Union  Pacific  and  the  Central 
Pacific  Railroads,  the  former  being  supplied  with  coal  by  the 
Wyoming  Coal  Company,  and  the  latter  by  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tain Coal  Company,  whose  mines  adjoin  each  other  in  the  same 
coal-bed.  This  bed,  which  is  nowhere  exposed  of  its  full  thick- 
ness, is  said  to  measure  26  or  27  feet  from  the  floor  to  the  roof. 
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It  is  evidently  a  bed  of  extraordinary  size ;  but  tlio  workinga 
are  limited  to  the  lower  portion  of  it  only,  not  more  than  eight 
or  10  feet  being  taken  out.  Tbis  is  for  the  sake  of  greater  eon- 
venienee  in  getting  the  coal  now  required,  and  of  economy  in 
timber  for  props.  It  must  be,  however,  at  tbe  probable  sacri- 
fice of  all  that  is  left,  which  is  hardly  likely  ever  to  be  recov- 
ered in  good  condition.  The  bed  dips  into  the  hill  at  an  angle 
of  ftbout  15°  with  tbe  horizon,  becoming  suddenly  steeper  at 
tbe  lower  end  of  the  slope,  which  is  already  down  over  1,000 
feet  in  the  mine  of  the  "Wyoming  Company.  Horizontal  levels 
as  long  as  the  slope  are  driven  each  way  from  it,  and  many 
rooms  worked.  Many  small  seams  of  slate  are  seen  in  the  bed, 
which,  not  being  easily  separated  from  the  coal,  must  consid- 
erably impair  its  value.  This  damage  would  bo  overlooked  in 
analyzing  specimens  of  the  coal,  which  would  always  be  selected 
free  from  the  slate.  Iron  pyrites  is  more  abundant  than  in  the 
coals  of  other  mines,  and  it  is  stated  that  spontaneous  combus- 
tion of  a  waste-heap  has  occurred,  attributable,  no  doubt,  to 
decomposition  of  tbe  pyrites.  The  locomotive  engineers  com- 
plain that  the  coal  does  not  burn  up  clean,  and  clinkers  ;  still 
it  is  used  by  blacksmiths,  who  manage  to  get  up  a  welding-heat 
with  it.  The  arrangements  for  working  the  mines  with  power- 
ful engines  and  machinery  are  those  of  extensive  collieries,  and 
tbe  business  is  evidently  bound  to  be  large.  The  coal  must  be 
obtained  in  any  desired  quantity,  and  at  the  minimum  of  cost. 
The  formation  containing  the  coal-beds  is  obviously  of  the  same 
period  with  that  to  which  the  Colorado  coals  belong. 

"  Coalville. — The  Mormons  have  worked  several  coal-mines 
at  this  village  and  in  the  neighborhood,  sending  the  coal  to  Salt 
lake  City,  about  50  miles  distant,  by  the  old  stage-road,  and 
more  recently  to  Corinna,  on  the  Central  Pacific  Kailroad.  Coal- 
ville is  five  miles  south  from  tbe  Union  Pacific  Railroad  at  Echo 
Station,  and  tbis  is  34  miles  west  from  Evanston,  At  the  vil- 
lage is  Sprague's  mine,  which  was  not  in  operation  last  Octo- 
ber (1870),  and  two  miles  up  a  narrow  valley  to  the  northeast 
is  Robinson's  mine,  and  immediately  above  this  Crissman's 
mine.  All  these  are  apparently  on  tbe  same  bed  of  coal.  Higher 
up  in  the  hills  are  two  other  small  beds,  not  worked.  Robin- 
son's and  Crissman's  mines  are  both  opened  in  the  bottom  of  a 
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ravine,  and  the  former  is  supplied  with  a  small  steam-engine 
for  hoisting  the  coal  up  the  slope.  The  latter  mine  is  entered 
by  an  adit  level ;  and  again  farther  up  by  a  slope.  The  dip  ia 
to  the  northwest,  and  so  gentle  that  a  mule  can  haul  a  ton 
weight  up  the  iron-covered  track.  The  bed  ia  from  11^  to  13 
feet  thick — all  solid  coal.  The  roof  is  sandstone,  and  not  very 
secure,  so  that  nearly  the  upper  half  of  the  coal-bed  is  left  for 
safety,  with  the  idea  of  some  time  taking  it  out.  This  makes  a 
secure  covering.  Though  the  coal  is  very  sound  in  the  mine, 
and  presents  a  handsome  appearance  after  it  is  extracted,  it 
soon  crumbles  on  exposure  to  the  air,  and  the  railroad  men  do 
not  speak  well  of  it  for  locomotive  use.  It  crumbles  in  the  fire, 
and  makes  clinkers  that  melt  and  stick  to  the  bars.  Black- 
smiths, however,  use  it  satisfactorily.  It  is  mined  for  $1.23  per 
ton,  and  sells  for  $2.50  on  the  ground.  The  bed  must  extend 
under  large  areas,  which  have  not  yet  been  explored  for  it. 
Its  dip,  if  continued,  would  carry  it  under  the  sandstone  cliffs 
of  Echo  Cafion." 

Prof.  J.  P,  Lesleys  Comm,enis  on  the  Foregoing  Pep&rt. 

"  "We  give  Mr.  Hodge's  admirably  clear  and  condensed  report 
of  the  coal-beds,  on  which  the  future  prosperity  of  the  interior 
of  the  continent  may  be  said  to  depend.  Its  value  depends 
upon  the  perfect  reliability  of  the  author,'  who  has  been  known 
for  more  than  thirty  years  to  take  a  foremost  rank  in  his  pro- 
fession as  geologist,  beginning  with  three  years  of  the  most 
conscientious  and  laborious  study  of  the  coals  of  Pennsylvania, 
as  one  of  the  assistants  of  Mr.  Eogers  on  the  State  Survey, 
in  1837-39.  Scholars  will  also  recognize  in  this  report  the 
disciplined  pen  of  the  author  of  a  large  number  of  articles 
on  physical  subjects  in  Appletons'  "  Cyclopedia,"  constituting 
in  bulk  a  full  volume  of  that  series,  and  remarkable  for  the 
elegance  and  precision  of  their  diction,  and  their  exhana- 
five  completeness.  It  is  rarely  the  good  fortune  of  the  busi- 
ness world  to  find  thus  combined  in  one  mind  that  integrity 
which  seelce  the  absolute  truth,  skill  and  experience  competent 
to  discover  it,  and  an  intellectual  discipline  which  alono  can  set  it 
forth  in  all  its  simple  clearness  ;  generalized  without  becoming 
■  Ur.  Hodge  wta  drowned  in  Lake  ODlario  ia  1871. 
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Tagiie,  and  detailed  without  growing  wearisome  to  the  reader. 
"We  can  only  invite  attention  to  a  few  of  its  etatements  : 

"  1.  To  the  notable  percentage  of  water  in  the  coals,  as 
shown  in  the  table  of  analyses. 

"  2.  To  the  vertical  posture  of  the  beds  along  the  western 
margin  of  the  field.  This  shows  that  the  whole  Missouri, 
Platte,  Arkansas  Eiver  basin  country  has  slipped  down  east- 
ward upon  it3  foundation,  the  underground  slope  of  the  Eocky 
Mountains ;  a  phenomenon  of  the  Alps  as  described  by  the 
Austrian  Imperial  Geological  Surveyors,  and  of  the  Himalayas 
as  described  by  the  geologists  of  the  British  Indian  Survey ;  a 
phenomenon  repeated  along  the  eastern  margin  of  the  Cum- 
berland Mountain  bituminous  coal-field  in  Western  Virginia, 
where  the  fall-back  has  been  westward,  off  the  undergroimd 
rock-slope  of  the  Blue  Kidge  formations,  and  the  horizontal 
coal-measures  are  suddenly  turned  up  vertically  at  a  right  angle 
for  hundreds  of  miles  in  length,  and  only  a  mile  or  two  in 
width. 

"  3.  To  the  evidences  of  fresh-water  deposition  of  these 
"Western  coals,  and  also  of  their  shore  deposition;  and  as  a 
consequence  of  this  last,  of  their  great  irregularities  in  thick- 
ness, a  14-foot  bed  thinning,  in  a  short  drift,  down  to  eight  feet, 
and  even  to  a  few  inches ;  making  the  most  scientific  mining 
necessary,  and  offering  a  serious  warning  to  the  people  of  those 
States,  that  they  must  not  imagine  that  they  have  an  exhanst- 
lesB  world  of  coal,  but  must  hoard  what  they  have  with  all  their 
skill  and  care.  Mr.  Hodge's  strietm-es  upon  the  shocking  and 
wicked  waste  going  on  in  the  magnificent  26-foot  bed  of  the 
Evanston  mines  in  Utah,  would  under  any  foreign  government 
call  out  immediate  preventive  legislation, 

"  4.  To  the  fact  that,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Golden  Range 
Clear  Creek  coal-beds,  a  most  discouraging  and  in  fact  almost 
invisible  outcrop  may  conceal,  at  a  depth  of  50  or  100  feet,  a 
bed  of  coal  10  feet  or  more  in  thickness. 

"  5.  To  the  wonderful  solidity  and  uniformity  of  some  of 
these  beds  (once  despised  as  lignites) ;  their  astonishing  clear- 
ness and  freedom  from  slate-seams,  and  ashy  ingredients  ;  and 
their  portability  on  railroads,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Marshall  coal. 

"  6.  To  the  real  value  of  coal-meaaure  iron-ores,  once  carbon- 
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ates,  now-  hematites ;  once  locked  up  in  clay-strata,  far  above 
tlie  present  level  of  the  STirfaee,  now  released  and  covering  the 
ground." 

The  following  ultimate  analyses  of  "Western  lignites  were 
made  in  1870  by  Prof.  Henry  M.  Smith,  from  hand-specimens 
furnished  him  by  Prof.  J.  S.  Newbrny.  They  sufficiently  deter- 
mine the  true  position  of  these  fuels  among  the  coals : 
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Ijskitib:  1.  Monnt  Dlnblq,  CaBflwiiia;  a.  Wtber  Eiyer,  piaJij  8.  Ecbo  C»Don,  Utah;  i. 
CarboD  SUtloa,  Wyoming ;  6.  Carban  SUtioD.  Wyoming ;  «,  Coos  Bay,  Ongon;  ^.  Akska;  3. 

LisSiTio  AMTHaAciTEB:  9.  Santa  To.  Now  Maaco;  10.  ]j)8  BroncsB,  Sonora. 

Prof.  Persifer  Frazier,  Jr.,  in  Dr.  Hayden's  report  of  1871,  es- 
timates the  coal-field  which  occurs  on  the  east  flank  of  the  Eocky 
Mountains  as  500  miles  long  in  a  north  and  south  direction, 
and  from  the  Black  HiUs  to  Weber  Canon,  from  east  to  west,  as 
but  little  short  of  500  miles.  "  Assuming  that  the  eroding  agen- 
cies have  cut  off  one-half  of  the  coal  of  this  area,  and  taking 
one-half  of  the  remainder  of  their  average  longitudinal  extent, 
we  have  over  50,000  square  miles  of  eoal-lands.  We  have, 
however,  good  reason  to  suppose  that  the  field  extends  north- 
ward into  Canada,  and  southward  with  the  Cordilleras.  All 
this  territory  is  omitted  in  this  estimate  of  the  extent  of  this 
coal-field."  It  is  evidently  premature  to  make  any  statement  aa 
to  the  extent,  boundaries,  or  the  precise  geological  age  of  these 
great  deposits  of  lignites.  Area  furnishes  at  best  a  very  de- 
ceptive idea  of  the  importance  and  value  of  a  coal-field. 

Kr.  Frazier  describes  the  geological  position  of  these  coal- 
beds  as  between  the  upper  cretaceous  and  lower  tertiary,  or  in 
the  transition-beds  of  Hayden,  but  Prof.  Meeks's  paleontology 
indicates  them  to  be  cretaceous.  Nowhere  in  the  world  is 
there  such  a  vast  development  of  the  recent  coal-measures,  and 

>  UineriU  miittei'=Ash  imnuB  oxygen  Bbsorbed  bj  the  iron  of  the  pyrites. 
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in  few  places  is  their  existence  more  necessary  to  the  advance- 
ment and  improvement'  of  the  region  in  which  they  occur. 
They  lie  regularly,  and  in  the  main  quite  horizontally,  although 
dose  to  the  mountain  the  beds  are  tilted. 

In  another  part  of  the  same  report  Prof.  Hayden  deserihea 
the  fossils  found  in  the  mines  at  Carbon.  "  Just  over  the  coal  is 
an  earthy  bed  of  what  the  miners  call  slate,  which  breaks  into 
slabs,  showing  a  woody  fibre,  and  much  of  it  looks  like  charred 
wood  or  soft;  charcoal.  A  little  higher  up  wc  find  thin  layers 
composed  almost  entirely  of  deciduous  leaves,  and  above  these 
come  various  kinds  of  clays  and  sands.  Beneath  the  coal 
there  are  indurated  clay  and  rocky  strata,  in.  which  occur  thou- 
sands of  impressions  of  leaves,  much  like  those  of  our  common 
forest-trees,  but  belonging  t,o  species  long  since  extinct.  They 
are. most  perfectly  preserved,  and  all  plainly  point  to  a  period 
far  back  in  the  geological  past,  when  these  vast  treeless  regions 
of  the  present  time  were  covered  with  dense  forests,  surpassing 
even  those  now  growing  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky.  Some  of  the 
layers  of  rock,  two  to  four  inches  in  thickness,  are  almost  en- 
tirely made  up  of  these  leaves,  and  the  condition  in  which  they 
have  been  preserved  shows  that  they  must  have  fallen  from 
trees  that  grew  in  the  vicinity.  Indeed,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
for  myriads  of  ages  in  the  past,  gigantic  poplars,  sycamores, 
lindens,  oaks,  and  others,  here  spread  their  broad  branches  over 
the  shores  of  some  little  streams  or  lakes,  and  shed  their  foliage 
in  the  shallow  waters  in  the  same  manner  as  they  do  at  the 
present  day." 

It  will  have  been  noticed  that  the  coal-producing  localities 
mentioned  by  Mr,  Hodge,  on  the  Kansas  Pacific  Railroad  are 
east  of  the  mountains,  while  on  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  no 
workable  coal  occurs  east  of  Carbon,  which  is  107  miles  beyond 
Sherman,  the  summit  of  the  mountain.  The  coal-deposits  of 
Colorado,  however,  approach  the  road  not  far  from  Sherman 
and  Laramie.  Coal-seams  and  oil-bearing  shale  have  also  been 
found  along  the  valley  of  Eitter  Creek.  Dr.  Hayden  relates 
that,  during  the  progress  of  the  excavation  of  the  railroad  near 
Kock  Springs,  the  workmen  built  a  fire  by  the  side  of  one  of 
the  walls,  and  this  oily  earth  ignited  and  burned  for  several 
days,  giving  light  to  the  workmen  by  night,  and  filhng  the,  val- 
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ley  witli  a  dense  smoke.  He  says  the  coal  at  Carbon  is  not 
confined  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  road,  bat  crops  out  in 
many  localities  for  20  or  30  miles  on  either  side,  eo  that  there 
is  an  abundant  supply  of  fuel  stored  away  for  future  use.  As 
there  is  but  a  scant  supply  of  wood  or  timber,  and  that  at  a 
distance  of  20  to  40  miles,  it  is  evident  that  the  success  of 
this  great  thoroughfare  is  entirely  dependent  on  the  supply 
of  mineral  fuel,  and  that  its  importance  for  all  time  to  come 
cannot  be  too  highly  estimated.  Along  the  railroad  the  Car- 
bon coal-field  extends  west  to  St.  Mary's  Station,  a  distance 
of  35  miles,  and  east  of  that  point  beyond  Carbon,  in  all  about 
50  miles.  Also  at  almost  every  station  from  Bitter  Creek  to 
Kock  Springs,  46  miles,  coal-mines  are  opened,  and  an  abund- 
ant supply  for  railroad  purposes  can  be  easily  obtained.  At 
one  locality,  near  Point  of  Rocks,  five  beds  were  opened  in 
the  same  bluff,  with  a  vertical  height  of  80  feet ;  these  beds 
were  respectively  five,  one,  four,  three,  and  six  and  a  half 
feet  in  thickness.  Near  the  summit  of  the  hill,  just  over  the 
coal,  is  a  seam  of  oyster-shells  of  an  extinct  species,  six  inches 
in  thickness.  Scattered  all  through  the  coal-strata  are  seams 
and  concretionary  masses  of  brown  iron-ore,  sometimes  local 
and  sometimes  persistent  over  extended  areas,  occurring  mostly 
in  a  nodular  form.  If  the  coal  proves  to  possess  sufficient 
heating  power  to  smelt  it,  the  ore  miiat  become  eventually 
of  immense  economic  value.  The  farthest  points  westward 
at  which  coal-beds  have  been  found  appear  to  he  Echo  City 
and  Webber  Station,  1,007  miles  from  Omaha. 

Besides  the  more  important  localities  above  described  along 
the  lines  of  the  railroads,  coal  has  been  found  in  numerous  lo- 
calities in  Utah,  where  the  principal  mines  now  worked  are  at 
Coalville,  in  Summit  County.  In  Sanpete  an  excellent  quality 
of  blacksmith-coal  is  obtained  in  unlimited  quantities. 

A  branch  of  ttle  Denver  &  Cheyenne  Railroad,  called  the 
Boulder  Talley  Railroad,  leads  from  Fort  Upton  10  miles  to 
the  mines  of  the  Erie  Coiil  Company,  where  a  considerable  coal- 
business  has  been  done.  The  CaSon  City  coal-field,  also  in 
Colorado  TeiTitory,  promises  to  become  very  important  on  the 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  Railroad, 

In  regard  to  the  extent  of  these  coal-deposits  of  the  West, 
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Dr.  Hayden  says  that,  although  they  occupy  an  enormous  area, 
yet  the  profitable  deposits  of  coal  lie  in  detached  basins,  some 
of  which  are  qnite  restricted  in  their  area. 

Keport  of  coal  mined  and  shipped  by  the  Wyoming  Coal 
Company,  in  Wyoming  Territory,  on  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
road, under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wardell : 
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For  further  interesting  accounts  of  numerous  localities  pro- 
ducing coal  in  Montana,  Dakota,  Wyoming,  Colorado,  Utah, 
Nevada,  Arizona,  and  New  Mexico,  the  reader  is  referred  to 
the  very  able  and  valuable  reports  of  Prof,  Kossiter  W.  Ray- 
mond, United  States  Commissioner  of  Mineral  Statistics'.  A 
large  volume  is  published  annually  by  the  Government,  con- 
sisting of  his  reports  on  the  mining  interests  west  of  the  Kocky 
Mountains.  Although  chiefly  devoted  to  gold  and  silver  min- 
ing, these  volumes  contain  many  notices  of  the  coal-mines  also, 
giving  information  to  be  found  nowhere  else,  of  which  free  use 
has  been  made  in  preparing  this  work. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


XXX. 

CALIFORNIA,   OEEGON,   "WASHINGTOIir,   AND 
ALASKA. 

The  want  of  coal,  that  mainepriag  of  modern  progreee, 
6Hys  Prof.  Newberr}',  has  been  deeply  felt  by  the  inhabitants  of 
California,  and  they  have  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  discov- 
ery of  deposits  of  it  within  their  own  borders.  The  efforts, 
with  this  end  in  view,  have  been  attended  with  but  partial  suc- 
cesai  Beds  of  lignite  have  been  found  in  various  localities, 
which  have  served  for  a  time  to  excite,  and  subsei^uently  to  dis- 
appoint the  hopes  of  their  discoverers.  But,  although  the  Tact 
has  frec[uently  been  announced  in  the  journals,  no  true  carbo- 
niferous coal  has  ever  been  found  in  California,  Oregon,  or  any- 
where along  the  Pacific  coast,  or  in  any  of  the  Territories  west 
of  Kansas.  Careful  examinations  have  been  made  by  the 
United  States  Government,  by  the  Pacific  Mail  Companies, 
and  others,  of  the  numerous  localities  where  coal  was  reported 
to  exist,  from  Behring's  Straits  to  those  of  Magellan,  but  they 
all  proved  to  be  lignite  or  tertiary  coal,  most  of  them  of  very 
little  use  except  for  burning  lime  and  like  purposes,  even  where 
they  occur  to  some  extent.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
even  one  or  more  coal-basins  may  exist  among  the  Coast-Kange 
of  mountains,  as  all  geologists  agree  that,  throughout  all  this 
western  half  of  the  North  American  Continent,  no  strata  have 
been  found  older  than  the  comparatively  recent  periods  of  the 
tertiary  formation,  resting  immediately  upon  the  hypogene  or 
primary  rocks,  thus  showing  the  remarkable  fact  of  the  total 
absence  of  the  entire  suite  of  sedimentary  formations,  from  the 
tertiary  down  to  the  silurian,  which  form  the  surface  of  the 
more  important  portions  of  the  United  States  east  of  the  Mis- 
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sissippi  Eiver.  As  the  carboniferous  coal-forination  has  its 
place  in  the  midst  of  them,  it  is  of  course  wanting.  From  all 
the  information  that  has  been  collected,  it  seems  likely  that  the 
same  geological  features  extend  from  Alaska,  throughout  the 
western  coast  of  North  and  South  America  to  Cape  Horn. — 
(Tyson.) 

The  western  coast  of  our  country  is  really  the  Kew  World, 
not  only  ae  regards  its  population,  but  also  in  its  geological 
formations,  and  especially  as  to  its  coal.  But  what  has  been 
said  above,  the  reader  will  understand  as  having  reference  only 
to  that  more  valuable  variety  of  coal  which  is  found  in  Kng- 
land,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  other  States,  and  which  does  not 
exist,  or  at  least  has  not  been  found,  on  the  Pacific  coast. 
But  there  are  extensive  beds  of  other  varieties  of  coal,  diifer- 
ing,  it  is  true,  from  the  carboniferous,  in  their  composition  and 
heating  qualities,  just  as  the  coals  of  other  countries  differ  from 
each  other.  As  coal  of  a  poor  quality  is  often  found  in  the 
carboniferous  formation,  such  as  that  of  Missouri,  Iowa,  and 
Illinois,  which  are  much  inferior  to  that  of  Pennsylvania,  so 
we  sre  led  to  suppose  from  analogy,  and  from  the  discoveries 
already  made  along  the  Union  Pacific  Kailroad,  that  coal  may 
yet  be  found  in  abundance  in  portions  of  these  extensive  lig- 
nite-fields, of  even  a  better  quality  than  that  referred  to  of  our 
Western  States.  Researches  in  India,  China,  Australia,  New 
Zealand,  Chilij  and  on  our  Pacific  coast,  prove  that  good  coal, 
adapted  to  nearly  all  purposes,  is  found  outside  of  the  carbonif- 
erous formation.  Science  has  failed  to  demonstrate  that  good 
coal  may  not  be  found  in  the  more  recent  geological  forma- 
tions. There  are  many  reasons  for  believing  that  when  the 
mines  on  this  coast  shall  be  worked  to  a  depth  approaching  that 
of  the  mines  in  other  countries,  the  quality  of  the  coal  will  be 
found  to  bear  a  favorable  comparison.  Analyses  of  coal  from 
the  Mount  Diablo  mines  in  1S67,  at  a  greater  depth  than  the 
samples  tested  in  1861  and  1862,  shortly  after  the  mines  were 
opened,  exhibit  a  marked  improvement,  the  proportion  of  moist- 
ure'in  the  coal  being  much  less  in  the  recently-examined  sam- 
ples, increasing  the  heating  power  of  the  coal  25  per  cent. — 
(Gabb). 

The  principal  localities  on  the  Pacific  coast,  where  coal  has 
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been  produced,  are  the  Kount  Diablo  region,  near  San  Fran- 
eieeo,  California;  Coos  Bay,  in  the  southwest  comer  of  Ore- 
gon ;  Seattle,  on  Puget  Sound ;  Bellingham  Bay,  in  the  north- 
west comer  of  "Washington  Territory ;  and  Vancouver's  Island. 
The  Mount  Diablo  mines  are  now  the  moet  productive  of 
them  all,  the  receipts  from  these  mines  at  San  Franeieeo  in 
1871  being  133,485  tons,  besides  smaller  quantities  shipped  to 
Sacramento,  Stockton,  and  other  places,  and  used  by  the  steam- 
ers and  otherwise  on  the  bays  and  elsewhere. 

The  situation  of  these  mines  on  the  fine  navigable  waters 
extending  inland  from  San  Francisco,  which  is  admitted  to  be 
one  of  the  finest  harbors  in  the  world,  and  the  city  itself  the 
largest  on  the  coast,  with  every  advantage  tending  to  make  it 
one  of  the  most  important  places  of  America,  and  the  terminus 
of  the  first  of  our  great  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Eailroad  routes, 
gives  peculiar  interest  to  these  coal-minea,  and  fully  justifies  the 
somewhat  extended  and  minute  account  of  them  which  follows. 

1.  Mourd  Di(Mo, 

The  most  eastern  ridge  of  the  Coast-Kange,  in  stretching 
from  the  southward  toward  Snisan  Bay,  appears  to  lessen  in  al- 
titude, until  it  unites  with  Mount  Diablo,  whose  northern  base 
nearly  reaches  the  shores  of  the  bay.  This  mountain,  situated 
28  miles  nearly  east  of  San  Francisco,  forms  a  prominent  feat- 
ure in  the  landscape,  and  its  cloven  summit  is  seen  far  and 
wide  at  points  within  the  Sierra  Nevada,  as  well  as  the  inter- 
vening Sacramento  Valley.  Its  summit  is  3,960  feet  high. 
The  coal-mines  are  located  on  both  sides  of  a  high  ridge  or 
range  of  hills,  which  projects  from  the  north  and  northeast 
sides  of  Mount  Diablo.  They  are  favorably  situated  for  access 
to  navigable  waters,  being  about  five  miles  or  less  south  from 
the  San  Joaquin  Eiver,  at  a  point  where  the  water  is  deep 
enough  for  ships  of  1,000  tons  to  approach  the  bank. 

Coal  was  flret  discovered  here  in  1852,  but  none  of  the  val- 
uable mines  were  located  until  1859,  and  several  of  the  most 
productive  have  been  located  since  1860,  The  outcrop  is  trace- 
able for  five  or  six  miles,  trending  easterly  and  westerly.  The 
disturbed  condition  of  the  seams,  in  a  part  of  the  field,  has 
caused  the  abandonment  of  some  of  the  mines.     The  mines  pro- 
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ducing  coal  in  1868  were  tlie  Black  Diamond,  Union,  Pittsburg, 
Independent,  and  Eureka.  The  workings  in  some  of  them  are 
extensive,  some  of  tlie  roads  in  one  connecting  with  those  of 
another,  so  that  a  person  may  travel  a  mile  underground  on 
the  line  of  the  seam.  The  deposit  in  this  region  consists  of 
two  seams  in  most  of  the  mines,  and  in  others  three,  the  lower 
of  four  feet  thick,  known  as  the  "Peacock"  or  "Cumber- 
land ; "  the  other  of  three  feet  thick,  called  the  "  Clark  "  vein, 
separated  by  about  300  feet  in  thickness  of  sandstones.  They 
are  named  after  the  mines,  in  which  they  were  first  well  ex- 
plored. 

The  coal  from  the  Union,  Pittsburg,  Independent,  and 
Eureka  mines  is  carried  on  the  Pittsburg  Coal  Railroad,  which 
was  completed  in  February,  1866,  and  is  only  5^  miles  in 
length,  with  an  inclined  plane,  with  good  machinery.  From 
the  mines  to  the  plane,  l-J  miles,  the  grade  of  the  track  is  2T4J 
feet  to  the  mile,  and  the  four  miles  from  the  foot  of  the  plane 
to  the  river,  the  grades  are  from  40  to  160  feet  to  the  mile. 
There  are  eight  trestle-works,  the  most  extensive  of  which  is 
340  feet  long ;  there  is  a  tunnel  300  feet  long,  and  a  number  of 
heavy  banks  and  culverts,  the  gauge  of  the  road  is  i  feet  8^ 
inches,  and  its  cost  was  $145,000.  Side-tracks  are  constructed 
from  each  of  the  mines  named  to  the  railroad,  and  the  coal  is 
shifted  from  the  cars  to  the  vessels  by  shutes.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  road  can  deliver  3,000  tons  of  coal  daily  on  board  ves- 
sels at  the  wharf. 

The  Pittsburg  mine  is  worked  by  a  slope  cut  at  an  angle  of 
80  degrees,  by  which  the  coal  is  reached  at  a  distance  of  350 
feet.  The  coal  is  hoisted  by  a  horizontal  winding  engine  of 
sufficient  power  to  raise  200  tons  per  day. 

The  Union  mine  is  also  worked  by  a  slope,  which  in  1867 
was  500  feet  in  length,  having  a  vertical  depth  of  230  feet,  the 
hoisting  being  done  with  an  engine.  The  seam  is  the  Clark  or 
upper  seam,  and  is  three  feet  six  inches  in  thickness. 

The  Tndependerd  is  the  lowest  mine  in  the  district ;  is  worked 
by  a  perpendicular  shaft  700  feet  deep.  Upward  of  $180,000 
was  expended  for  machinery,  pumps,  labor,  etc.,  before  the 
coal  was  reached.  This  mine  is  much  troubled  with  water, 
and  the  pumping  and  hoisting  machinery  are  powerful. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


MOUNT   DUBLO   COAL-MINES.  535 

The  Eureka  mine  is  owned  by  the  Independent  company. 
The  coal  in  this  mine  is  obtained  by  means  of  an  incline  or 
slope  600  feet  in  length,  at  an  angle  of  45°,  and  is  taken  from 
three  seams.  The  upper,  or  Clark  seam,  is  three  feet  eight 
inches  thick ;  the  middle,  two  feet  six  inches,  and  the  lower  or 
Black  Diamond,  four  feet.  The  two  upper  seams  are  passed 
through  in  reaching  the  lower  one.  The  distance  between  the 
upper  and  lower  varies  from  225  to  350  feet. 

There  "is  another  railroad,  having  no  connection  with  the 
Pittsburg  road  above  described,  running  from  the  Black  Dia- 
mond miile  to  New  York,  on  tlie  San  Joaquin  River,  where  it 
is  loaded  into  vessels  for  San  Prancisco  and  other  places.  The 
mouth  of  the  mine  is  several  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
plane.  The  coal  is  let  down  an  inclined  plane  900  feet  in  length, 
at  an  angle  of  15°,  the  descending  loaded  cars  drawing  up  the 
empty  ones.  The  foot  of  the  plane  connects  with  a  railroad 
over  which  the  cars  are  hauled  by  a  locomotive  to  New  York, 

This  mine  is  operated  on  two  levels ;  the  upper  one  in  the 
Black  Diamond  seam,  by  a  tunnel  430  feet  in  length,  cut  through 
the  sandstone  which  encloses  the  coal.  The  seam  is  four  feet 
four  inches  thick. 

The  second  level  is  550  feet  below  the  above,  passing  through 
the  Clark  seam,  which  is  three  feet  six  inches  thick.  This  level 
extends  300  feet  beyond,  to  the  Black  Diamond  seam.  The 
workings  are  quite  extensive, 

A  third  opening  is  being  made  which  will  strike  the  coal 
about  500  feet  below  both  the  other  levels,  and  will  cut  the 
Clark  and  Black  Diamond  seams,  and  open  up  a  large  area  of 
coal.     Some  smaller  seams  of  coal  are  also  passed  through. 

The  construction  of  these  two  railroads  has  caused  the  sus- 
pension of  some  other  mines  which  formerly  did  a  considerable 
business  by  the  slow  and  expensive  transportation  by  teams, 
among  which  were  the  Central  and  Teutonia,  the  latCer  bearing 
several  seams  of  coal,  one  of  which  is  five  feet  thick. 

The  Paeijic  rmnes  are  operated  by  a  shaft  sunk  six  miles 
east  of  Somerville,  on  Marsh's  ranch,  which  embraces  the  foot- 
hills at  the  base  of  Mount  Diablo,  and  extending  to  the  San 
Joaquin  Kiver.  The  shaft  is  400  feet  deep,  and  is  several  miles 
west  of  the  distiirbed  formation  in  the  Peacock  and  several 


Hosted  by 


Google 


566  CAUFORRIA,  OREGON,  "WASHINGTON,  AND  ALASKA. 

otlief  abandoned  mines.  The  Clark  and  middle  seams  are  found 
dipping  at  an  angle  of  30°.  The  shaft  and  machinery  are  well 
constructed,  and  the  company  have  leased  13,316  acres  of  land. 
A  railroad  carries  the  coal  to  the  river.  This  shaft  proves  the 
regularity  of  the  dip  of  this  deposit  over  a  large  area. 

All  these  mines  thus  clustered  together  about  the  steep, 
nigged  mountain  are  described  as  presenting  a  singular  ap- 
pearance. The.  lofty  chimneys  of  the  steam-en^nes  belching 
forth  columns  of  dense-black'  emoke ;  .the  dark,  dingy  dwellings 
of  the  miners,  and  those  who  minister  to  their  wants ;  the  tall, 
trellis-like  viaducts  across  the  ravines  over  which  the  locomo- 
tives are  constantly  passing  between  the  mines  and  the  wharves ; 
the  clanking  of  the  machinery,  and  busy  hum  of  workmen  and 
teamsters ;  the  great  black  waste  at  the  mouth  of  each  mine, 
all  tend  to  give  a  peculiar  interest,  if  they  do  not  impart  much 
beauty  to  the  scene.  The  distant  view  of  the  surrounding 
country,  as  seen  from  the  ridge,  embraces  stretches  of  grassy 
meadows  teeming  with  cattle  and  sheep  ;  purple  lulls  breaking 
in  rugged  outline  against  the  sky,  and  glimpses  of  the  San 
Joaquin  meandering  through  its  tule-banks  dotted  with  the 
white  sails  of  sloops  and  schooners,  while  here  and  there  a  neat 
cottage  embosomed  in  orchards,  and  surrounded  by  yellow  grain- 
fields,  present  a  scene  of  quiet  beauty  suggestive  of  the  progress 
of  civilization. — {Min,  Kes.,  1868.) 

The  coals  of  the  Pacific  coast,  like. all  coals  of  the  later 
geological  formations,  are  soft,  more  or  less  friable,  and  contain 
considerable  water.  Compared  with  true  carboniferous  coal, 
snch  as  Pennsylvania,  or  English,  they  give  less  heat,  and  the 
loss  is  fer  greater  by  breakage  in  handling. 

The  following  are  Prof.  Whitney's  analyses  made  in  1861- 


'62,  and  given  in  his  Geological  Eeport 
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Mount  Diablo  coal  is  not  only  extensively  used  in  San 
Francisco,  where  more  than  1,000,000  tons  of  it  were  received 
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within  the  last  twelve  years,  biit  it  is  iised  almost  exclusively 
by  the  river-ferry  and  coasting  steamers,  and  by  most  of  the 
stationary  engines  in  San  Francisco,  and  at  places  conven- 
ient to  the  rivers,  particularly  by  the  flouring-mills  at  various 
places.  Considerable  quantities  are  consumed  at  Sacramento 
and  Stockton,  and  shipments  are  occasionally  made  to  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  where  it  is  used  for  running  the  engines  on  the 
sugar-plantations.  The  working  of  the  mines  has  created  sev- 
eral prosperous  villages  in  the  vicinity,  among  which  are  Som- 
eraville,  Clayton,  NortonvUle,  Pittsbnrg,  Antioeh,  and  New 
York. 

2.  Coos  Say. 

Coos  Bay  is  the  leading  seaport  in  Southern  Oregon.  Em- 
pire City,  about  four  miles  from  its  mouth,  is  the  county -seat. 
The  principal  mineral  wealth  of  the  county  thus  far  developed 
is  found  in  its  extensive  coal-fields,  which  have  been  worked 
more  or  less  steadily  for  the  hist  13  years,  the  mines  having 
been  opened  in  1860.  The  bay  is  about  li  miles  in  length, 
and  varying  from  IJ  to  2^  miles  wide.  The  main  part  of  it 
has  a  direction  northeast  by  southwest,  with  a  sharp  bend  to 
the  north  at  the  upper  end  of  the  bay.  The  Coos  Eiver  rises 
some  30  miles  inland,  and  enters  the  upper  end  of  the  bend. 
Four  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  in  a  densely- timbered 
and  hilly  country,  is  Marshfield,  the  centre  of  the  coal-mining. 
There  is  a  good  entrance  to  the  hay,  and  the  bar  at  its  mouth 
has  14  feet  of  water  at  high  tide,  and  there  is  a  Government 
light-bouse  convenient.  Four  miles  from  the  entrance  of  the 
bay,  on  the  south  shore,  is  Empire  City,  the  seat  of  Coos  County, 
a  thriving  little  place. 

The  coal  is  found  on  the  ridge  that  divides  Coos  Bay  on  the 
south  from  the  Ooquille  River.  The  coal-deposit  is  composed  of 
three  adjoining  seams  enclosed  in  sandstone,  dipping  toward  the 
southwest,  at  an  angle  of  about  15  degrees.  The  two  principal 
and  lowest  seams  are  each  two  feet  and  three  inches  in  thick- 
ness, of  uniform  quality,  and  separated  by  an  intercalated  strat- 
um of  sandstone  four  inches  thick,  all  of  which  are  mined 
together.  The  upper  seam,  besides  being  of  inferior  quality, 
is  only  one  foot  thick,  and  is  not  removed  by  the  miners,  but 
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allowed  to  remain  and  support  the  roof,  whieli  is  firm  and 
easily  sustained,  mating  a  tMekness  of  ij  feet  of  workable 
coal.  The  coal  has  a  fine  black  color,  with  brilliant  eonchoi- 
dal  fracture,  is  free  from  iron  pyrites  or  sulphur,  not  liable  to 
spontaneous  combustion,  and  bams  without  the  disagreeable 
odor  so  frequently  accompanying  coals  of  this  nature,  leaving 
but  little  ash.  For  a  number  of  years  it  has  commanded  a  bet- 
ter price  in  San  Francisco  than  any  other  coal  of  the  coast. 

The  deposit  appears  to  be  very  extensive,  being  found  at 
least  18  miles  south  of  Coos  Bay,  and  is  very  regular,  and  ap- 
parently free  from  faults  and  dislocations.  The  ravines  and 
gulches  which  traverse  the  country  are  made  by  erosion,  and 
do  not  affect  the  regularity  of  the  coal-deposit,  but  give  ready 
access  to  the  coal.  The  distance  from  the  wharf  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Coos  Bay  Company's  mines  is  only  one  mile.  The  loaded 
cars  descend  to  the  water's  edge  over  a  railroad  of  easy  grade 
by  force  of  gravity,  and  are  returned  to  the  mines  by  mules. 
Such  is  the  purity  of  this  coal  that  it  requires  no  assorting,  but 
is  loaded  directly  on  board  ship  as  it  issues  from  the  mine,  or 
else  is  stored,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  a  vessel.  The  coal  is 
mined  and  delivered  in  the  cars  in  the  mine  at  a  cost  of  $1, 
and  the  interior  and  exterior  transportation  is  but  15  cents. 
The  region  is  certainly  remarkably  favorably  situated  for  eco- 
nomical working.  The  freight  to  San  Francisco  is  $4.50,  and 
the  total  cost  of  eoa)  there  about  $7. — ("  Mineral  Resources," 
1870.) 

The  Coos  Bay  coal-field  is  interstratified  with  sandstone  and 
shales,  which  form  a  series  of  several  hundred  feet  in  thickness, 
the  strata  being  very  much  disturbed  by  intrusion  of  trap-rock, 
some  of  them  being  inclined  at  an  angle  of  45°.  The  beds 
of  coal  are  foimd  in  the  upper  part  of  the  series  being  more 
fully  developed  on  the  shores  of  the  bay,  where  the  strata  are 
much  less  disturbed  than  near  Cape  Arago,  at  the  entrance 
of  Coos  Bay.  The  fossils  are  evidently  tertiary,  and  there  is 
little  doubt  but  the  series  as  a  whole  is  identical  with  that  of 
the  Columbia,  which  has  been  pronounced  to  be  Miocene. 

The  most  important  seam  varies  considerably  in  thickness 
in'  different  localities,  its  maximum  being  about  nine  feet. 
These  beds  of  coal  are  said  to  extend  over  a  large  area  in  the 
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vicinity,  and  have  been  traced  many  miles  inland.  The  coal  ia 
bright  black  and  handsome,  and  when  first  mined  has  much 
the  appearance  of  some  of  the  bituminoos  coals  of  the  JCsais- 
eippi  "Valley,  most  resembling  those  from  the  coal-fields  of  Il- 
linois and  Iowa.  Upon  a  close  examination,  however,  it  is 
readily  seen  to  he  tertiary  lignite,  most  of  it  exhibiting  very 
distinctly  the  structure  of  the  wood  from  which  it  was  formed. 
Masses  of  several  hundred  pounds'  weight  are  seen,  which  were 
evidently  portions  of  the  carbonized  trunks  of  trees  of  large 
size,  in  which  the  rings  of  annual  growth  knots  and  branches 
were  almost  as  plainly  perceptible  as  in  recent  wood.  Like 
most  of  the  irgnites  of  the  "West,  though  firm  when  first  mined, 
having  a  conchoidal  fracture,  upon  exposure  to  the  air  for  any 
length  of  time,  it  cracks  up  into  a  thousand  cubical  fragments. 
It  burns  freely,  producing  a  bright,  cheerful  blaze  and  consider- 
able heat,  but  is  more  flashy,  and  has  far  less  heating  power, 
than  the  best  bituminous  coal.  Its  analysis  shows  carbon  46.56, 
volatile  matter  50.27,  ashes  3.19.  It  contains  apparently  very 
little  bisulphate  of  iron  or  other  injurious  impurities;  the 
amount  of  gas  is  large,  hut  of  low  illuminating  power. — (J.  S. 


The  Seattle  coal-mines  are  located  at  a  place  of  that  name 
in  King  County,  "Washington  Territory,  and  inland  from  the 
bay  of  Puget  Sound  about  nine  miles.  There  are  five  seams 
of  coal,  from  four  to  twelve  feet  in  thickness,  which  have  been 
prospected  on  the  surface  over  one  mile,  and  the  inclination  of 
the  strata  is  35°.  There  is  a  tram-road  from  the  mines  to  Lake 
Washington,  where  the  coal-cars  are  transported  across  the 
lake  on  fiat-boats  to  another  tram-road  leading  to  a  wharf  in 
iSeattle.  The  port  of  Seattle  is  said  to  be  the  finest  harbor  on 
Puget  Sound,  free  from  all  impediments,  and  perfectly  safe  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year.  The  depth  of  water  at  the  docks  is 
sufBcient  for  the  largest  vessels.  An  analysis  by  FalJceneau 
and  Hanks,  of  San  Francisco,  shows  45.97  of  fixed  carbon; 
35.49  volatile  matter ;  6.44  of  ashes ;  sulphur,"  0.44,  and  water, 
11.66. 
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4.  BeUA/ngham  Bay, 

Bellmgham  Bay  is  in  almost  the  extreme  nortliwesterii 
comer  of  Washington  Territory,  and  its  mine  is  considered  one 
of  the  largest  and  best  on  that  side  of  the  continent.  The 
seam  worked  in  1867  is  reported  by  Prof.  W.  M.  Gabb  as  about 
14  feet  in  thickness  of  coal  and  slate,  of  which  about  nine  feet 
were  available  for  mining.  The  coal,  as  compared  with  other 
coals  of  the  coast,  is  of  fair  quality,  the  greatest  drawback  being 
the  occasional  presence  of  sulphur,  rendering  it  unpleasant  for 
domestic  use.  The  position  of  the  mine  with  reference  to  the 
harbor  is  excellent,  the  mouth  of  the  mine  being.barely  over  a 
fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  vessels  in  the  harbor,  in  which  the 
coal  is  shipped.  The  seam  dips  at  a  high  angle,  and  all  the 
coals  and  the  water  in  the  mine  have  to  be  extracted'  by  expen- 
sive machinery.  About  the  year  1865  the  coal  took  fire,  ren- 
dering it  necessary  to  flood  the  mine.  It  was  reopened  in  1867, 
and  produced  20,284  tons,  shipped  to  San  Francisco  in  1870. 

The  Korthem  Pacific  Railroad,  terminating  at  Puget  Sound, 
will  render  the  coal-mines  in  this  region  of  increased  impor- 
tance. BeUingham  Bay  is  14  miles  long  and  three  miles  wide, 
with  a  depth  of  water  ranging  from  three  to  20  fathoms. 
There  is  probably  an  extensive  region  underlaid  with  coal  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Cascade  Range,  and  it  is  mined  at  various 
points  between  Willamette  Yalley  and  BeUingham  Bay,  the 
lowest  seam  being  reported  to  be  16  feet  thick. 

Prof,  Blake  reports  that  coal  from  this  vicinity  was  used  in 
San  Francisco  as  early  as  1854,  these  being  the  first  coal-mines 
opened  on  the  Pacific  coast.  It  was  used  for  burning  in  grates 
and  for  cooking,  and  gave  general  satisfaction.  It  is  a  compact 
and  perfectly  black  bituminous  coal,  breaking  with  a  brilliant 
conchoidal  surface,  and  in  large  masses,  much  resembling  the 
carboniferous  coal  mined  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.  It  bums  freely, 
and  leaves  a  fine  white  ash,  which  appears  to  be  very  abundant. 

The  only  geological  section  of  the  district  is  furnished  by 
Lieutenant  W.  P.  Trowbridge,  of  the  United  States  engineers, 
who  examined  the  region  in  1853.  He  reports  that  the  coal- 
strata  exposed  in  BeUingham  Bay  occur  in  a  series  of  stratified 
rock,  which  dips  at  an  angle  of  70°  from  the  horizon,  and  strike 
east  15°  north. 
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The  thiclinesB  of  the  series  is  about  2,000  feet,  of  which  the 
eoal-aeams,  whieli  are  nine  in  number,  make  an  aggregate  of 
110  feet,  the  workable  seams  measuring  respectively  in  the  de- 
scending order,  ^0,  6,  6,  5, 13,  25,  5, 18  and  13  feet  in  thickness. 
Above  the  upper  or  20-feefc  seam  is  150  feet  of  sandstone,  and 
the  other  seams  are  separated  by  bituminous  shales,  and  six  or 
seven  heavy  beds  of  sandstone  and  impure  seams  of  coal  not 
counted  above,  in  the  same  order,  measuring  540,  35,  25,  268, 
14,  204,  200,  150,  220  and  15  feet,  resting  on  a  thickly-bedded 
Bandstone. 

The  coal-beds  enter  the  bank  at  right  angles  to  the  shore- 
line, and  rise  with  a  gradual  slope  to  the  height  of  about  350 
feet,  at  the  distance  of  about  half  a  mile  from  the  shore,  when 
they  are  broken  in  a  direction  obliijuo  to  that  of  the  beds,  and 
fall  off  in  abrupt  ledges  to  their  original  level. 

Prof.  Blake  suggests  that  some  of  the  many  distinct  beds  of 
coal  described  above  may  not  be  perfectly  pure,  being  perhaps 
seams  of  bituminous  shale  or  earthy  matter,  which  in  a  rough 
and  unworked  outcrop  might  be  considered  good  coal.  The 
number  and  thickness  of  the  beds,  as  given  above,  show,  if  it  be 
correct,  that  the  formation  is  very  extensive  and  remarkable.  It 
is  not  impossible,  as  suggested  by  him,  as  well  as  Prof.  New- 
berry, that  these-  beds  of  coal  are  so  much  plicated  and  dis- 
turbed, and  stand  at  a  high  angle,  that  the  same  series  is 
included  more  than  once  in  the  foregoing  enumeration ;  an  error 
sometimes  committed,  in  disturbed  regions,  by  the  best  geolo- 
gists. 

The  officers  of  the  United  States  Coast  Survey  report  that 
this  coal  was  used  by  them,  that  it  produced  a  large  amount  of 
fluid  slag,  and  it  was  necessary  to  rake  the  fire  every  twenty 
minutes,  being  inferior  to  the  coal  of  Vancouver's  Island,  from 
the  port  of  Nanimo,  about  eight  or  ten  hours'  run  from  Bel- 
lingham  Bay.  The  latter  coal  is,  however,  also  objected  to  on 
account  of  the  great  quantity  of  slag  and  cinder  formed  during 
its  combustion.  Prof.  Blake  says  he  observed  that  the  amount 
of  slag  was  unusually  large,  and  that  it  ran  down  in  streams 
from  .the  grate-bars  into  the  ash-pit,  and  could  be  drawn  out 
into  threads  like  glass. 

As  to  its  geological  age,  Prof.  Newberry  says  the  shades  are 
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fossiliferous,  and  vegetable  impressions  at  Bellingham  Bay  are 
particularly  abundant,  consisting  for  tbe  most  part  of  im- 
pressions of  dicotyledonous  leaves.  The  flora  of  BeUingham 
Bay  is  remarkably  like  that  of  the  lignite-beds  of  the  Upper 
Missouri,  the  genera  being  all  represented  on  the  Missouri,  and 
some  of  the  species  are  identical.  The  lignite-beds  of  the  Mis- 
souri are  undoubtedly  Miocene,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  dis- 
tinguish them  from  those  of  that  age  elsewhere.  The  analy- 
sis of  the  coal  gives :  fixed  carbon,  47.63  ;  bitumen,  50.22  ; 
and  ashes,  2.15, 

He  also  received  fossils  from  the  Nanimo  mines,  on  Van- 
couver's Island,  which  were  evidently  derived  from  cretaceous 
rocks,  and  resemble  those  brought  from  the  Upper  Missouri  by 
Mr.  Meek  and  Dr.  Hayden.  The  Miocene  strata  of  the  Upper 
Missouri  are  peculiarly  characterized  by  beds  of  lignite,  which 
have  attracted  the  attention  of  every  traveller  who  has  passed 
up  or  down  that  river.  Also,  on  the  Lower  Columbia,  below 
the  region  covered  by  recent  volcanic  material,  we  find  a  series 
of  Miocene  deposits,  which  are  also  associated  with  great  accu- 
mulations of  carboniferous  matter. 

It  is  true  that  much  of  the  lignite  of  the  Pacific  coast  is  more 
compact,  approaches  nearer  to  true  coal,  and  furnishes  a  better 
ftiel,  than  that  of  the  Upper  Missouri,  but  this  is,  doubtless,  in  a 
great  degree  due  to  the  metamorphie  action  of  eruptive  rocks 
which  have  in  so  many  places  disturbed  the  Tertiary  strata, 

5.  Vancouver's  Island. 
The  largest  and  southernmost  island  in  the  Northwest  Ar- 
chipelago of  the  Pacific  is  called  Vancouver's  Island,  belonging 
to  the  British  Government,  Its  greatest  length,  from  northwest 
to  southeast,  is  about  200  miles,  and  it  is  separated  from  the 
continent  on  the  south  and  east  by  the  arm  of  the  sea  called 
the  Strait  of  Fuca,  This  strait  extends  from  Cape  Flattery 
directly  eastward  about  120  miles,  and  thence  northwestward 
350  miles,  communicating  with  the  ocean  in  the  north  through 
an  entrance  called  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound.  The  southern 
part  of  the  strait  is  about  40  miles  wide.  The  part  running 
northeast  is  in  some  places  nearly  as  wide,  but  generally  much 
narrower,  and  is  fiJled  with  islands.    Altogether,  it  is  one  of 
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the  finest  bodies  of  water  in  the  world  for  navigation.  At 
Nanimo,  on  Vancouver's  Island,  about  70  miles  above  Vic- 
toria, there  is  a  deposit  of  the  same  geological  age  as  that  at 
Bellingham  Bay,  and  which  has  been  extensively  worked  by 
the  Vancouver's  Island  Coal  Company.  The  appliances  about 
the  mine  are  reported  by  Prof,  Gabb  to  be  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial and  convenient  kind,  and  the  working  of  the  mine  a 
model  of  good  engineering, ,  Prof.  Newberry's  analysis  of  the 
Vancouver's  Island  coal  gives :  carbon,  51.81;  volatile  matter, 
44.30 ;  and  ashes,  3.89. 

6.  Other  Coal-prodMcmg  ZocaHties. 

The  coal  from  a  point  25  miles  south  of  Cape  Flattery  is 
in  all  respects  similar  to  that  of  Bellingham  Bay  and  Coos 
Bay.  Specimens  cannot  be  distinguished,  and  its  analysis  ie 
nearly  identical,  yielding  carbon,  46.40  ;  volatile  matter,  50.67 ; 
and  ashes,  2.93. 

The  Santa  Clara  California  lignite  resembles  in  its  better 
portions  the  coal  of  Coos  Bay  ;  it  is  evident  that,  as  a  whole, 
it  is  decidedly  inferior,  as  a  fuel,  to  the  coal  from  that  locality. 

Coal  from  Cliili  is  sold  in  San  Francisco.  It  is  all  derived 
from  the  lota  mine,  and  bears  a  very  evident  similarity  to  that 
of  the  Northwest  coast.  It  apparently  belongs  to  the  same 
geological  epoch,  and  indicates  the  extent  of  the  area  over 
which  the  Tertiary  deposits  are-  spread  along  the  North  and 
South  American  Pacific  coasts, 

A  large  amount  of  Australia  coal  is  also  sold  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. It  has  more  of  the  laminated  structure,  the  rhomboidal 
fracture,  and  general  appearance,  of  the  older  coals ;  but,  from  its 
softness,  and  the  evidently  large  amount  of  sulphuret  of  iron 
which  it  contains,  it  cannot  claim  the  first  rank  as  a  fossil  fuel? 

The  fossils  brought  from  China,  by  Prof.  Raphael  Pumpel- 
]y,  prove,  rather  unexpectedly,  the  vast  coal-fields  of  that  em- 
pire to  be  of  Mesozoic  age,  carboniferous  plants  being  entirely 
wanting.  So  large  is  this  coal-bearing  area,  including  both 
anthracite  and  bituminous  coal,  worked  for  hundreds  of  years, 
probably  the  oldest  coal-mines  in  the  world,  that  they  quite 
overshadow  the  carboniferous  coals  of  Europe  and  the  Missis- 
eippi  Valley,  and  suggest  the  question  whether  the  name  given 
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tQ  the  formation  which  includes  the  most  important  coal-strata 
h^a  not  been  Eomewhat  hastily  chosen. 

The  reappearance,  from  such  a  far-distant  point,  of  the  fossil 
plants  resembling  well-known  forms  in  Amerieaj  is  an  inter- 
esting feature,  and  gives  fresh  evidence  of  the  monotony  of  the 
vegetation  of  the  globe  previous  to  the  introduction  of  the  angio- 
spermoua  forests  of  the  Cretaceous  period. 

As  San  Francisco  furnishes  the  principal  market  for  coal  on 
the  Pacific  coast,  the  annexed  table  of  the  receipts  of  coal  from 
each  locality  wUl  give  a  very  good  general  idea  of  the  rise  and 
progress  of  the  coal-trade,  and  of  its  distribution  among  the 
various  mining  regions.  This  table  does  not,  however,  give 
the  full  yield  of  all  the  mines,  especially  those  of  Mount  Diablo, 
fi-om  which  coal  is  also  shipped  to  inland  towns. 

The  preceding  accounts  have  been  given  of  the  coal-regions 
on  the  Pacific  coast  that  have  been  most  productive.  But  it 
should  be  added  that  there  is,  besides  these,  a  wonderfully  large 
area  underlaid  by  these  lignite  coals.  The  existence  of  coal 
along  the  Northwest  coast  of  the  Pacific  has  been  known  ever 
since  the  discovery  of  the  country.  The  seams,  cropping  out 
in  the  face  of  nearly  every  bluff  and  promontory  from  Oregon 
to  Sitka,  are  too  conspicuous  to  have  been  overlooked.  The 
extent  of  the  coal  formation  on  the  Pacific  coast  is  truly  sur- 
prising. 

Anthracite  is  known  to  exist  at  Skidegate  Inlet,  Queen 
Charlotte  Islands,  and  a  scam  of  the  same  kind  of  coal  is  seen 
cropping  out  on  the  main  land  opposite,  about  40  miles  distant, 
The  extent  of  these  deposits  is  not  known,  but  specimens  have 
been  sent  to  San  Francisco  which  were  of  good  quality,  and  in 
1871  there  were  565  tons  of  it  imported.  From  Cape  Flattery 
t8  Admiralty  Inlet,  in  Washington  Territory,  there  is  an  almost 
continuous  outcrop  of  coal.  But  for  the  want  of  a  good  harbor, 
it  doubtless  would  have  been  developed. 

From  the  above  data  it  will  be  seen  that  the  coal-deposits 
west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  though  yielding  an  inferior  quality 
of  eoal,  are  quite  extensive,  and  famish  such  promise  of  improve- 
ment as  to  justify  the  hopes  of  the  inhabitants  that  the  supply 
wiU  in  time  become  sufficient  for  the  demands  of  all  branches 
of  industry  on  the  Pacific  coast. 
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The  most  valuable  of  the  geological  formationB  of  Alaska, 
from  an  economic  point  of  view,  is  the  Tertiary.  In  it  are 
contained  those  beds  of  coal  wliieh  have  been  eo  often  reported 
on  the  northwest  coast.  The  foliowing  is  a  list  of  the  known 
localities  up  to  the  year  1870  :  Port  Gardner.  Hood  Bay,  Ad- 
miralty Island,  good  bituminous  coal  used  by  the  United  States 
ship  Saginaw  in  1868.  Hamilton  Harbor,  on  the  east  side  of 
Kake  Strait,  a  seam  of  good  bituminous  coal  opened  here  in 
1868 ;  Kruznoff  Bay,  Admiralty  Island,  Kiiiu  Island,  Kuprid- 
noff  Island,  Port  Camden,  Kake  Strait,  a  gix-inch  seam  reported 
in  hard  rock  with  a  southerly  dip  of  35°  ;  St.  John's  Bay,  Bar- 
Anoff  Island,  fragments  in  debris  of  a  glacier.  Recent  reports 
state  that  this  seam  has  been  discovered,  and  the  coal  succese- 
fuUy  Used  on  a  United  States  steamer.  Coal  Harbor,  Unga 
Island,  examined  by  W.  H.  DaU,  in  1865.  The  coal  is  of  a  poor 
quality,  in  thin  seams,  much  mixed  with  slate  and  silieified 
wood,  and  is  quite  valueless  ;  south  coast  of  Alaska,  black  lig- 
nites, according  to  Erman ;  Cape  Beaufort,  Arctic  coast,  a 
small  eeam  of  true  carboniferous  coal ;  Akhun,  coal  reported 
by  Liitk^to  occur  here;  Unalastka,  near  Captain's  Harbor,  small 
lignite  seams  according  to  Veniaminoff ;  Atka,  lignite  of  poor 
quality  found  near  Sand  Bay ;  Amchitka  lignite,  according  to 
Grewingk  ;  "Wrangell  Harbor  coal  reported  of  good  quality,  by 
General  Halleck  ;  and,  finally.  Cook's  Inlet. 

In  the  latter  locality  are  found  the  most  promising  deposits. 
North  of  Cape  Starichkoff  the  coal  is  found  in  two  parallel 
layers,  which  are  variously  reported  as  from  18  inches  to  seven 
feet  in  thickness,  and  are  found  from  36  to  60  feet  below  the 
top  of  the  bank.  Farther  to  the  north,  a  third  layer  appears. 
They  continue  nearly  to  Cape  Nenilchik,  with  a  north-northeast 
dip,  and  appear  again  on  the  northern  side  of  the  cape,  and 
then  continue  first  with  a  south-southeast  dip,  and  afterward 
horizontally,  to  the  mouth  of  a  small  stream. 

The  coal  of  Alaska  is  Tertiary,  and,  like  most  Tertiary  coals, 
is  inferior  to  the  Carboniferous  coals  both  in  quality  and  thick- 
ness of  seams.  The  following'  table  will  show  at  a  glance  the 
ct-mparative  value  and  composition  of  the  coale  of  the  different 
'  "Alaslia  and  its  Resources,"  by  W.  H.  Call.     Lee  &  Shcpard,  Boston,  1870. 
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formations  on  the  west  coast  of  America,  and  the  best  Carbo- 
niferous coals  of  Pennsylvania  and  England,  and  the  superior 
quality  of  the  Cook's  Inlet  coal,  not  only  over  the  Miocene 
coals,  but  also  over  all  the  Cretaceous  coals  on  the  Pacific  slope. 
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The  analyses  of  the  Alaska  coals  were  made  by  Prof.  J.  S. 
Newberry,  of  the  Columbia  School  of  Mines,  New  York,  and 
State  geologist  of  Ohio,  who  is  excelled  by  none  in  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  Tertiary  coal-bearing  deposits  of  the  United  States. 
He  says  this  Cook's  Inlet  coal  is  fully  equal  to  any  found  in 
the  West  coast,  not  excepting  those  of  Vancouver's  Island  and 
Bellingham  Bay.  The  very  small  amount  of  sulphur  and  moist- 
ure makes  it,  in  these  two  important  respects,  equal  to  the  best 
American  coals. 

Anthracite  has  been  several  times  reported  from  various 
parts  of  Alaska.  It  is  probable  that  the  specimens  collected 
may  owe  their  quality  to  local  metamorphism  of  the  rocks  by 
heat,  rather  than  to  the  general  character  of  any  large  deposits. 

The  value  of  coal  ia  not  due  to  its  quality  alone.  Commer- 
cially speaking,  a  seam  of  coal,  less  than  tliree  feet  thick  of  dear 
coal,  is  of  very  little  value  except  for  local  use.  The  dip  of  the 
strata,  its  faults  or  foldings,  the  solid  or  crumbling  cltaraeter 
of  the  superincumbent  strata,  the  distance  froni  market,  and 
the  facilities  for  mifiing,  shipping,  and  transportation,  are  all 
as  important  in  determining  the  value  of  a  deposit  as  the  char- 
acter of  the  coal  itself.  The  existence  of  deposits  of  coal  of 
permanent  value  in  Alaska,  though  very  probable,  can  only  be 
determined  by  a  thorough  examination,  and  is  yet  to  be  proved. 
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Im  June,  1T89,  Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie  left  Fort  Chippe- 
way,  on  the  lake  of  the  Hills,  on  his  voyage  to  the  Arctic,  with 
all  the  difficulties  before  him  of  the  first  exploration  in  nn- 
Imown,  inhospitable  regions,  inhabited  by  savage  tribes.  Hia 
voyage  through  this  vast  northwestern  part  of  our  continent  to 
the  Arctic  Ocean  may  be  said  to  have  first  lifted  the  veil  that, 
till  then,  shrouded  the  vast  intervening  regions  iu  obscurity. 
He  passed  great  plains  of  unknown  extent,  great  tributaries  of 
the  river  which  afterward  bore  his  name,  half  a  mUe  in  width, 
lofty  mountains  clad  in  snow  or  veiled  in  mist.  He  and  hia 
men  looked  upon  the  vast  panorama  that  took  week  after  week 
to  unfold,  for  the,  first  time  since  creation,  to  civilized  man. 
They  came  to  the  region  where  eternal  frost  prevails  under  the 
surface ;  they  arrived  at  the  Esquimaux  country  and  the  open 
sea,  and  were  astonished  to  see  the  tide,  and  that  the  sun  did 
not  set,  Mackenzie  returned  to  T"ort  Ohippeway  on  the  12th 
September,  having  performed  his  voyage  of  3,000  miles  in  100 
days.  In  returning,  the  air  for  some  part  of  the  way  was  laden 
with  a  heavy  smell  of  sulphur,  which  was  found  to  be  caused  by 
the  burning  of  coal  in  the  banks  of  the  river.  It  was  the  lig- 
nite coal  that  is  so  abundant  in  this  territory,  and  it  is  this 
circumstance  alone  that  entitles  his  name  and  his  voyage,  or 
journey,  to  a  place  in  these  pages. 

As  this  vast  Northwestern  lignite  region  is  but  an  extension 
of  that  broad  belt  of  this  geological  formation  in  our  own  coun- 
try, extending  along  the  eastern  base  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
throughout  their  entire  length,  and  northward  to  the  Arctic 
Ocean,  what  is  known  of  it  in  Canada  may  throw  some  light 
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Upon  its  probable  extent  and  value  in  our  own  Territories. 
True  coal  in  the  Carboniferous  formation  haa  never  been  discov- 
ered, and  probably  does  not  exist,  in  the  Uoeky  Mountain  region, 
altbongh  rocks  of  that  age  are  abundantly  displayed  in  positions 
admirably  adapted  for  the  examination  of  their  contents,  in  the 
numerous  deep  caEons  as  well  as  the  many  upheavals  of  the 
strata,  caused  by  the  elevation  of  the  granite  mountains.  As 
before  explained,  these  carboniferous  rocks  are  wholly  of  marine 
origin,  and  only  correspond  in  age  with  the  upper  nnproductive 
portion  of  those  east  of  the  Missouri  River,  but  without  the 
other  necessary  conditions  required  for  the  formation  of  beds 
of  coal,  A  peatbog  cannot  be  possible  in  deep  sea^-water. 
There  is,  however,  extending  northward  from  the  lino  of  the 
United  States,  which  runs  at  lat.  49°  N.,  a  region  of  lignite  of 
surprising  extent.  The  geological  maps  of  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company  represent,  in  the  first  place,  a  very  large  field  of  lig- 
nite extending  northwestward,  lying  east  from  the  head-waters 
of  the  Milk  River,  a  branch  of  the  Missouri.  In  form  this  first 
field  bears  a  striking  resemblance  to  a  human  leg,  extending 
through  eight  degrees  of  latitude,  the  thigh  being  amputated 
by  the  United  States  line,  the  knee  being  well  defined  on  the 
east  side,  about  the  53d°  and  the  point  of  the  toe  at  57°.  It  ex- 
tends along  the  head-waters  of  the  Saskatchewan  River,  which 
has  numerous  branches,  such  as  its  north  and  south  branches, 
the  Red  River  and  Battle  River.  Thence  it  extends  along  and 
across  the  sources  of  Slave  Lake,  namely,  the  Pembina  River, 
McLeod,  Athabasca,  Smoky  or  Peace  River,  and  Hay  River, 
which  runs  along  the  sole  of  its  huge  foot. 

Thence  along  the  west  side  of  Mackenzie  River,  which  flows 
from  Slave  Lake,  there  is  another  very  long  field  of  lignite  ex- 
tending from  59°  to  60°,  and  three  other  smaller  fields  extend- 
ing with  but  slight  intervals  to  Mackenzie's  Bay,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river.  The  same  formation  is  represented  as  extending 
along  the  coast  westward  toward  Alaska,  as  well  as  eastward 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Mackenzie,  and  on  the  islands  at  its  mouth. 

The  lignite  is  seen  in  many  places  in  beds  from  two  to 
eight  feet  thick,  and  no  doubt  extending  over  hundreds  of 
miles.  A  few  of  the  localities  might  be  mentioned.  Proceed- 
ing 30  miles   northward  from  the  United   States  boundary. 
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northwest  of  Fort  Meade,  a  lignite-bed  two  feet  thick  is  seen  on 
Moose  River.  On  the  Eed  Elver  branch  of  the  South  Sas- 
katchewan it  is  in  beds  so  close  that,  of  20  feet  of  strata, 
12  feet  were  coal.  It  is  alao  noted  on  the  Battle  River,  to 
the  northwest.  On  the  North  Saskatchewan  the  lignite  pre- 
vails, with  little  interruption,  in  beds  two  and  two  and  a  half 
feet  thick  for  200  miles.  Passing  northward  to  the  next  stream, 
the  Pembina,  a  fine  navigable  tributary  of  the  Athabasca,  a 
bed  of  lignite  coal  is  exposed  eight  feet  thick.  On  the  Atha- 
basca the  coal  appears  in  the  banks,  but  not  so  much  as  on  the 
Saskatchewan.  On  the  former  river  the  whole  country  for 
many  miles  is  so  full  of  bitumen  that,  if  you  dig  a  pit  a  few  feet 
below  the  surface,  it  flows  readily  into  it,  and  large  deposits  of 
Band  are  charged  with  it.  Below  the  mouth  of  the  Clear  Water 
River  lignite  coal  appears  in  pretty  thick  layers  in  the  hank  of 
the  Athabasca.  Proceeding  to  the  next  strenm  to  the  north- 
ward, the  Peace  River,  coal  is  found  on  the  Coal  Creek,  Also 
150  miles  farther  south,  beds  of  coal  were  discovered  on  fire. 
There  are  also  beds  of  it  on  Lesser  Slave  Lake,  a  northern  trib- 
utary of  the  Upper  Athabasca.  These  points  are  200  miles 
west  from  the  lower  course  of  the  Athabasca,  so  that,  at  least, 
may  be  taken  as  the  breadth  of  the  country  in  which  coal  may 
be  found. 

As  already  mentioned,  Mackenzie  found  coal-beds  on  fire  on 
the  banks  of  the  Mackenzie  River.  "Where  Bear  Lake  joins  it 
there  is  Tertiary  coal  of  considerable  extent ;  and  finally,  at  the 
Garry  Islands,  lying  oft'  the  mouth  of  the  Mackenzie  River,  are 
beds  of  Tertiary  coal  that  take  fire  spontaneously. 

The  authorities  for  the  above  are  Mackenzie  (1789),  Richard- 
son (1827),  Dr.  Hector,  and  other  travellers.  A  full  account  of 
the  resources  of  this  country  was  compiled  by  Alexander  J. 
Russel,  a  Government  civil  engineer,  about  the  time  the  terri- 
tory was  bought  by  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  from  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company  in  1869,  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  the  facta 
given  in  this  article. 

From  the  description  given  by  these  travellers,  it  seems 
there  is  much  variety  in  the  character,  quality,  and  condition 
of  the  lignite  of  this  region.  Some  is  of  very  recent  formation, 
or  yet  being  formed,  like  that  of  the  vast  deposits  of  drift-wood 
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in  the  conical  hills  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mackenzie  River.  In 
Bome  of  the  beds  of  lignite  the  forms  of  the  trunks  of  trees  are 
preserved.  In  others,  eorapoaed  of  glance  coal,  the  wood-like 
structure  is  lost,  and  pieces  taken  from  the  beds  split  into  small 
rhomhoidal  fragments,  no  longer  presenting  the  grain  or  layers 
of  wood.  Specimens  of  pitch-coal  are  found,  resembling  Span- 
ish liquorice ;  and  also  of  slaty  coal  from  Edmonton,  on  the  Sas- 
katchewan, which  Blackiston  saya  is  preferred  to  charcoal  for 
smiths'  work,  though  it  is  said  to  require  rather  a  sti-ong  draught- 
In  some  cases  the  lignites  are  found  heavily  charged  with  bitu- 
men, while  others  are  much  silicified. 

Lignite,  therefore,  varies  very  much  in  quality.  The  lignite 
coal  of  Nanimo,  in  Vancouver's  Island,  is  only  10  per  cent. 
less  valuable  than  coal  of  the  Carboniferous  epoch,  according  to 
Dr.  Hector.  The  lignite  in  the  region  in  question  is  estimated 
to  be  equal  in  heating  power  to  five-sevenths  of  the  same  weight 
of  Newcastle  coaL  And  these  statements  are  probably  not  too 
favorable,  for,  although  the  European  lignites,  by  analysis,  show 
a  less  calorific  value,  yet  those  found  on  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
road are  superior  to  any  lignites  found  in  any  other  part  of 
the  world. 

It  is  very  evident  that  this  lignite  deposit  prevails  in  im- 
mense quantities,  and  in  positions  where  it  can  be  most  easily 
made  available,  in  a  climate  where  fuel  will  be  much  needed, 
and  along  navigable  streams  of  great  length,  aftbrding  ready 
and  very  cheap  transportation.  Some  of  it  is,  no  doubt,  a  poor 
quality  of  fuel,  and  much  that  is  here  called  coal  or  lignite  ia 
probably  dead  wood  and  dry  mud,  and  not  capable  of  being  used 
nt  all  as  fuel. 

The  accounts  above  given  are  derived  from  travellers  who 
visited  the  country  many  years  ago,  and  found  these  lignite- 
beds  then  on  fire.  The  same  phenomenon,  as  has  already  been 
mentioned,  was  very  common  in  the  Northwestern  Territories 
of  tlie  United  States,  where  vast  bodies  of  lignite  charged  with 
fiulphuret  of  iron  are  now  found  in  a  state  of  spontaneous  com- 
bustion. Some  beds  were  discovered  by  Dr.  Hayden,  along 
the  Big  Horn  Mountains,  in  1869,  on  fire,  with  considera- 
ble smoke,  a  strong  sulphurous  smell,  and  a  heat  so  intense 
that  persons  could  not  stand  within  twenty  feet  from  whence 
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the  emote  issued.  Other  large  tracts  were  found  where  beds 
of  lignite  had  evidently  been  burnt  out,  burning  the  clay  soil  to 
a  red-brick  color,  and  melting  the  sandy  rocks,  as  metamorpbic 
rocks  usually  are  changed  by  heat.  Lewis  and  Clark  observed 
these  fires  on  the  Upper  Missouri  Eiver  in  1804.  These  lig- 
nite-beds were  not  set  on  fire  by  Indians  or  hunters.  They 
contained  witliin  themselves  the  elements  of  spontaneous  com- 
bustion when  exposed  to  the  atmosphere,  in  thesulpliuret  ofiron 
and  water  with  which  they  abound.  It  seems  the  best  of  them 
are  subject  to  burning  in  the  ground,  the  others  containing  too 
much  shale  and  earthy  matter,  separating  it  into  thin  layers,  to 
ignite,  and  also  rendering  it  useless  as  fnel. 

The  beds  which  Mackenzie  visited  in  1789,  and  found  to  be 
on  fire,  were  reported  by  Dr.  Richardson,  who  accompanied 
Captain  Franklin's  expedition  of  discovery  in  1827,  to  be  still 
burning. 

When  this  far  northern  region  becomes  settled,  portions  of 
the  lignite-beds  which  have  not  been  wasted  by  spontaneous 
combustion  may  be  found  of  a  quality  good  enough  for  fliel  for 
1  cal  mipti       btt      h'l       ptt'        mttbfb       d 
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There  has  been  no  Govemraent  geological  survey  of  the 
coal-region  of  Nova  Scotia,  but  much  has  been  published  in 
regard  to  it,  so  that  there  is  no  laeli  of  information  about  it 
accessible  to  every  one.  The  largest  and  beat  work  on  the 
subject  is  by  John  W.  Dawson,  a  very  distinguished  geologist. 
Its  title  is  "Acadian  Geology,"  and  the  second  edition,  published 
in  1868,  is  an  admirable  work,  being  not  only  a  very  fall  ac- 
count of  the  geology  of  the  remarkable  coal-regions  of  Nova 
Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and  Cape  Breton,  but  a  complete 
treatise  on  the  vegetable  and  animal  fossils  of  the  Carboniferous 
period,  for  the  study  of  which  these  regions  afford  unusual 
advantages.  From  the  treasury  of  facts  contained  in  this  large 
volume,  as  well  as  for  some'  recent  accounts  written  by  J.  P. 
Lesfej',  Pierce  S.  Hamilton,  and  a  report  of  "Walter  E.  John- 
son, some  years  ago,  and  other  sources,  the  following  account 
is  condensed.  The  coal  is  of  the  Carboniferous  age ;  it  lies 
directly  northeast  of,  and  is  probably  an  extension  of,  that  of 
Pennsylvania,  The  coal  it  produces  is  all  of  the  soft  or  bitu- 
minous kind.  The  general  title  of  Nova  Scotia  is  here  given 
as  that  by  which  the  regions  are  commonly  designated  in  the 
United  States.  These  coal-regions  are  divided  by  older  rocks 
into  nine  portions,  but,  for  our  present  purposes,  those  of  Pictou 
and  Cape  Breton  are  much  the  most  important,  being  the  great 
coal -producing  regions.  Taken  in  their  geographical  order, 
however,  beginning  at  the  west  and  passing  eastward,  they  are 
named  as  follows :  1.  New  Brunswick ;  2.  Cumberland ;  3. 
Minas  Basin ;   4.  Pictou  ;   5.  Antigonish   County ;   6.   Guya- 
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borough  County ;  7.  Kiehmond  County ;  8.  Invemesa  and 
Victoria  Coimty  ;  9.  Cape  Breton  County. 

Eeserving  the  important  regions  of  Picton  and  Sydney,  or 
Cape  Breton,  for  after-consideration,  we  will  first  liaatily  dispose 
of  the  others,  which  are  so  much  less  productive.  By  referring 
to  the  map,  p.  582,  the  reader  can  follow  the  descriptions : 

1.  The  New  Brunswick  region  is  the  most  extensive  in 
area,  covering  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  entire  extent  of  that 
province,  occupying  a  triangular  tract  next  to  the  peninsula  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  the  southern  angle  of  the  coal-field  extending 
Bome  distance  south  of  the  St.  John's  River,  nearly  to  the  line 
of  the  State  of  Maine.  At  Grand  Lake,  in  Queen's  County,  in 
the  southern  central  part  of  the  field,  the  seams  of  coal  are  23 
inches  in  thickness,  and,  with  this  single  exception,  no  bed  suffi- 
ciently large  or  pure  to  be  profitably  worked  has  yet  been  dis- 
covered, nor  can  the  prospects  of  future  discoveries,  says  Dawson, 
be  regarded  as  very  encouraging.  The  whole  formation  is 
nearly  horizontal,  and,  though  of  great  superficial  extent,  has 
apparently  but  slight  thickness.  W,  R,  Johnson  reports  the 
covering  as  very  light,  not  exceeding  10  or  15  feet  in  thickness. 
The  quantity  of  coal  raised  at  Gband  lake,  in  1864,  was  5,000 
chaldrons,  and  is  the  ordinary  bituminous  or  caking  coal,  but 
requiring  frequent  stirring  for  complete  combustion.  New 
Brunswick  is  a  flat,  carhoniferous  sandstone  plain,  and  from  the 
horizontal  character  of  the  formation,  and  its  undisturbed  con- 
dition, such  beds  as  do  exist  may  have  a  wide  lateral  extension ; 
but,  unfortunately,  there  is  hut  one  seam,  and  out  of  some 
twenty  outcrops  in  different  localities,  where  the  coal  is  over 
five  inches  in  thickness,  but  one  measures  two  feet,  and  that  is 
questionable. 

This  whole  New  Brunswick  coal-region,  therefore,  which 
makes  so  great  a  show  on  the  geological  maps,  must  be  allowed 
to  pass  as  of  no  importance  whatever  in  the  coal- market  so  long 
as  the  Pictou  and  Cape  Breton  regions,  not  far  off,  afford  coal 
in  such  abundance,  and  in  beds  of  large  size. 

New  Brunswick,  however,  possesses  a  mine  of  a  new  and 
beautiful  substance  analogous  to  coal,  called  Albertite,  which  is 
deserving  of  notice  at  least  as  one  of  the  curiosities  of  our  sub- 
ject.   It  is  situated  at  Hillsborough,  on  Peticodiac  River,  in  Al* 
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bert  County,  near  the  head  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy.'  Albertite 
is  used  ia  the  manufacture  of  oil  and  gas,  yielding  100  gallons 
of  crude  oil  per  ton,  or  14,500  cubic  feet  of  gas  of  superior 
jlluminating  power.  It  was  discovered  in  1S49,  and  there  were 
66,289  tons  of  it  exported  to  the  United  States  in  three  years 
from  1863  to  1865. 

Unlike  coal,  it  is  found  in  a  true  vein,  or  filling  a  crevice  in 
the  roets,  and  most  authorities  now  agree  in  considering  the 
substance  as  a  variety  of  asphalt,  or  a  solid  hydro-carbon,  origi- 
nally fluid  like  petroleum,  and  derived  from  the  decomposition 
of  vegetable  or  animal  products.  Formerly,  it  was  regarded 
by  different  authors  as  a  true  coal,  an  asphaltic  coal,  and  a  jet. 
It  is  a  new  material,  intermediate  between  the  most  bituminous 
coals  and  the  asphalts,  and  is  foimd  in  the  lower  carboniferous 
formations.  It  has  a  beautiful  and  singular  appearance,  having 
a  resplendent  resinous  lustre,  a  perfect  conehoidal  fracture, 
and  it  is  perfectly  free  from  mineral  charcoal,  and  lines  of  im- 
pure coal  or  earthy  matter.  It  is,  however,  divided  into  pris- 
matic pieces  by  a  great  number  of  smooth,  divisional  planes 
proceeding  from  wall  to  wall. 

Albectite  coal  (or  solidified  petroleum,  as  it  is  sometimes 
improperly  called)  is  also  found  in  Ritchie  County,  in  West 
Virginia,  where  it  is  called  Grahamite  or  Ritchie  mineral.  A 
brief  notice  of  it  will  be  found  on  page  288. 

3.  The  Oumberhmd  coal-region  is  the  triangular  county 
■which  connects  the  peninsula  of  Nova  Scotia  with  New  Brnna- 
■wick,  and  is  remarkable  for  the  great  number  and  small  thick- 
ness of  its .  coal-seams.  The  principal  deposit  now  worlied  is 
the  Joggins  main  seam,  consisting  of  two  beds,  three  feet  six 
inches  and  one  foot  six  inches,  with  a  clay  parting  between, 
varying  from  one  foot  to  a  few  inches.  In  1868  there  were 
only  9,240  tons  mined,  which  were  exported  principally  to 
St.  John,  New  Brunswick.  But,  unimportant  as  is  this  region 
as  to  its  coal  production,  it  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  in  the 
world  as  a  geological  study.  Wliile  many  other  regions,  pro- 
ducing very  large  quantities  of  coal  for  many  years,  are  almost 
unknown,  the  South  Joggins,  with  its  multitude  of  petty  seams 
of  coal,  has  been  immortalized  in  geological  works  by  the  genius 
of  Logan,  LyeU,  Dawson,  and  others.    This  celebrated  locality 
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is  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  where  the  tide 
rises  60  feet  or  more,  and  in  tlie  narrower  parts  runs  at  the 
rate  of  six  or  seven  miles  per  hour.  The  clean-washed  cliffs 
present  the  extraordinary  spectacle  of  81  separate  seams  of  coal, 
from  half  an  inch  thick  and  upward,  the  largest  in  its  most 
favorable  exposure  being  above  described.  More  than  30  of 
them  are  only  one  inch,  and  many  others  only  three  inches  in 
thickness,  and  none  of  them  of  any  economical  importance,  very 
few  of  tliem  being  more  than  six  or  eight  inches  thick.  The 
frequent  elevation  and  subsidence  of  the  region  during  the  coal- 
forming  age,  while  it  caused  this  minute  subdivision  of  the  coal- 
seams,  was  highly  favorable  to  the  preservation  of  the  fossils 
peculiar  to  the  coal-formations,  and  the  conformation  of  the 
coast  is  favorable  to  its  examination  and  measurement. 

The  whole  thickness  of  the  carboniferous  rocks  is  reported 
by  the  distinguished  geologist  above  named,  Sir  W.  E,  Logan, 
at  14,570feet  11  inches,  of  which  he  made  an  elaborate  section, 
to  which  subsequent  examinations  of  llr,  Dawson  add  about 
another  1,000  feet,  making  a  most  extraordinary  thickness. 
Prof,  J.  P.  Lesley,  who  has  also  repeatedly  visited  the  region, 
strongly  controverts  this :  "  That  in  one  little  spot  of  the 
eSrth's  surface,  like  Nova  Scotia,  and  that  too  midway  between 
the  coal-areas  of  America  and  tliose  of  Europe,  wherein  the 
thickness  of  coal-measures  proper  ranges  from  2,000  to  5,000 
feet,  if  they  ever  attain  the  latter  size,  there  should  be  such 
an  anomalous  deposit,"  he  says  "  is  remarkable."  He  seems  to 
think  that  much  of  the  lower  portion  of  what  Mr,  Dawson  calls 
the  coal-measures,  but  which  contains  no  coals,  belongs  to  the 
older  Devonian  rocks  of  the  Chemung  and  Catskill  age ;  while 
Mr,  Dawson  relies  on  the  evidence  of  their  fossils  as  proving 
them  to  be  Carboniferous.  But,  as  Mr,  Lesley  says  in  another 
place ;  "  Men  of  science  have  such  a  different  way  of  looking  at 
and  talking  about  facts  from  business-men,  that  the  latter  cannot 
take  any  interest  in  discussions  of  nomencLiture  and  geological 
quantities.  It  is  of  no  consequence  to  a  coal  operator  whether 
one  geologist  calls  the  coal-measures  1,000  feet  thick,  or  another 
geologist  calls  them  10,000  feet  thick;  provided  they  do  not 
agree  to  increase  or  diminish  the  number  and  thickness  of  his 
workable  coal-bedsj  he  will  let  them  fight  at  their  leisure  about 
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how  many  tarren  rock-measureB  they  shall  color  red  or  blue  on 
their  mapa,  and  call  Carboniferous  or  Devonian  in  their  lists  of 
tbsBile." 

3.  Minas.  Basin  is  the  northeast  arm  of  the  Bay  of  Fnndy, 
On  its  south  shore  is  the  South  Colchester  and  Hants  district. 
Thin  seams  of  coal  have  been  discovered  at  several  points  near 
the  margin  of  the  basin,  but  no  mines  have  been  opened,  and  its 
value  as  a  productive  coai-iield  yet  remains  to  be  proved.  In 
the  !North  Colchester  field,  on  the  north  side  of  the  same  basin, 
coal  has  been  mined  to  a  small  extent ;  but,  although  several 
seams  have  been  discovered,  they  are  so  thin,  that  to  work  them 
in  the  present  state  of  the  coal  and  labor  market  would  not 
prove  remunerative.  Dr.  Dawson  says  none  of  them  exceed 
18  inches  in  thickness. 

5.  Antigonish  County  is  immediately  east  of  Pictou,  on 
St.  George's  Bay  ;  until  recently,  it  was  supposed  to  belong  to 
the  Barren  Lower  Carboniferous,  but  explorations  were  being 
prospected  in  1868,  with  the  sanguine  hope  of  discovering  seams 
of  coal  that  can  be  worked  with  profit. 

6.  Guysborough  County,  south  of  the  last,  has  a  band  of 
carboniferous  rocks,  but  Dr.  Dawson  says  he  has  not  seen  in 
it  any  coal. 

7.  Richmond  County,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  island  of 
Cape  Breton,  presents  the  remarkable  peculiarity  that  the  coal- 
seams  have  been  folded  up  by  lateral  pressure.  A  bed  of  coal 
four  feet  thick  is  said  to  have  been  found.  The  chief  Commis- 
sioner of  Mines  reports,  for  1868,  only  33  tons  of  coal  mined  in 
Eiehmond. 

8.  Inverness  and  Victoria  Counties  are  the  north  end  of  the 
island  of  Capo  Breton.  The  carboniferous  rocks  are  reduced  to 
narrow  belts,  and  contain  two  seams  of  coal  four  and  six  feet 
thick,  A  mine  is  opened  in  each ;  in  the  former,  at  Chimney 
Comer,  200  tons  were  produced  in  1868,  and  in  the  latter,  at 
Kew  Oampbellton,  1,490  tons  are  reported  for  the  same  year. 

The  foregoing  is  a  fair  summary  of  the  eoal-regions  of  New 
Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Cape  Breton,  except  the  two 
regions  of  Pietou  and  Sydney,  which  it  will  at  once  be  seen  are 
so  much  better  that,  for  all  useful,  practical  purposes,  we  might 
hare  omitted  all  the  others. 
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4.  The  Pictou  coal-region  is  on  the  north  shore  of  the  pen- 
insula of  Nova  Scotia,  and  near  the  centre  of  the  great  semi- 
circle formed  by  the  eonsta  of  New  BrunBwiek,  Nova  Scotia,  and 
Cape  Breton.  It  presents  the  striking  conti'ast  to  the  others 
that,  while  they  have  thin  seams  of  coal,  and  sometimes  great 
numbers  of  them,  we  have  at  Pictou  very  large  seams  or  masses 
of  coal,  as  curious,  from  their  thickness,  as  those  of  the  Joggins 
are  from  their  great  number  and  small  size.  The  accounts  vary 
as  to  the  actual  size  of  these  beds,  Mr.  Lesley,  in  the  article 
hereafter  given,  speaks  of  them  as  60  or_80  feet,  but  he  prob- 
ably includes  some  of  the  black  shale  and  clay.  "W".  E.  John- 
son speaks  of  the  great  seam  at  Pictou  as  12  feet  thick — refer- 
ring, probably,  to  the  portion  that  was  worked.  Dr.  Dawson's 
section  malies  the  main  coal-seam  39  feet  11  inches ;  the  deep 
coal-seam,  157  feet  below  the  above,  24  feet  nine  inches  thick  ; 
and  the  McGregor  seam,  which  is  280  feet  deeper,  11  feet  thick. 
This  section  he  makes  from  a  comparison  of  the  borings  and 
excavations  by  different  companies  in  order  to  give  a  general 
idea  of  the  structure  of  this  coal-field.  They  are  given  as  a 
mere  approximation,  and,  strange  to  say,  the  beds  being  in- 
clined at  an  angle  of  20°,  the  measurements  are  taken  in  a 
line  perpendicular  to  the  surface. 

"Acadian  Geology"  gives  a  multitude  of  details  in  regard 
to  this  section,  with  elaborate  analyses  of  each  layer  or  foot  of 
coal,  the  large  seams  described  being  separated  into  many 
smaller  seams  by  layers  of  slate,  iron-stone,  and  pyrites. 

Generally,  only  12  feet  in  thickness  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
Beam  is  worked,  the  lower  portion  being  considered  inferior  in 
quality ;  though,  in  recent  years,  the  lower  part  of  this  seam,-and 
also  the  deep  seam,  have  been  worked,  Dr,  Dawson  says : 
"  The  worst  defect  of  Pictou  coal  iSj  that  it  contains  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  light,  bulky  ashes,  and  this  causes  it  to  be  much 
less  esteemed  for  domestic  use  than  on  other  grounds  it  de- 
serves," His  analysis  of  the  upper  12  feet  gives  an  average  of 
13.3  per  cent,  of  ashes ;  that  of  the  lower  part  averages  14.2 
per  cent,  of  ashes.  In  regard  to  the  important  question  as  to 
the  extent  of  these  large  beds  of  coal,  it  should  be  understood 
that  apparently  the  body,  or  by  far  the  more  extensive  pnrts 
of  this  Carboniferous  region,  is  now  under  the  waters  of  the 
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Atlantic  and  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  An  unpropitious  power 
has  left  lis  only  the  very  extremities,  at  Pictou  and  Sydney,  on 
the.  shores  of  the  ocean,  of  the  vast  coal-fields  which  are  sup- 
posed to  have  been  destroyed  or  submerged. 

In  1849,  Prof.  Johnson  reported  that  Mr.  Brown  estimated 
the  area  of  the  Pictou  field  at  28  square  miles,  but  that,  owing 
to  numerous  faults  and  dislocations,  the  available  space  for 
mining  is  much  less  than  that,  and  that  the  only  seam  then 
worted  was,  by  Mr.  Brown's  estimate,  known  to  underlie  not 
more  than  three  square  miles. 

Mr.  Lesley,  in  1869,  said,  "  It  is  local  in  the  strictest  sense, 
and  cannot  be  discovered  fonr  miles  from  the  shafts,"  Mr. 
Pierce  S.  Hamilton,  in  1868,  reported  that  it  might  be  roughly 
estimated,  including  what  was  believed  to  be  an  eastern  ex- 
tension of  it,  to  Merigomish  Harbor,  at  30  square  miles,  upon 
which  there  were  eight  collieries  then  in  operation.  It  is  a  sig- 
nificant fact  that  the  company  which  formerly  owned  all  the 
coal  in  Nova  Scotia,  in  selling  out  the  property  to  the  Govern- 
ment, reserved  in  this  important  locality  only  four  square  miles. 

Dr.  Dawson  does  not  give  any  precise  statement  as  to  the 
area  of  the  large  Pictou  beds  of  coal,  but  occupies  much  apace 
in  describing  the  complex  character  of  the  formation  which 
seems  to  present  bo  many  faults,  synclinal  folds,  and  other  of 
the  puzzles  of  the  geologist,  as  leave  its  extent  a  question  to  be 
solved  by  the  slow  and  expensive  process  of  mining  and  ex- 
ploring in  a  very  disturbed  coal-region. 

As  to  the  explanation  of  the  wonderful  geological  phenom- 
enon of  these  very  thick  bodies  of  coal  in  the  midst  of  a  region 
where,  in  other  localities,  there  are  scores  of  very  small  seams, 
Dr.  Dawson's  theory  is,  that  a  "  ridge  of  older  rocks  must  have 
been  surrounded  with  a  deposit  of  gravel  in  the  Millstone-grit 
period,  and  so  often  as  the  region  was  submerged,  this  ridge, 
with  its  associated  gravel,  must  have  formed  a  dam  or  barrier 
which  protected  the  enclosed  area,  and  thus  accounts  for  the 
very  exceptional  character  of  the  enormous  coal-beds  included 
within  it." 

9.  The  Cape  Breton  County  region  is  the  last,  the  most  ex- 
tensive, and  most  important  of  the  !N"ova  Scotia  coal-regions. 
It  is  situated  on  the  most  eastern  part  of  that  island.   The  coal- 
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beds  are  undulating  along  a  aerieB  of  anticlinal  and  synclinal 
lines,  and  the  coal-rocks  are  simply  the  ends  of  three  troughs,  like 
the  prows  of  three  great  vessels  that  had  been  run  ashore,  and 
of  which  all  else  had  been  broken  off  and  washed  away,  or  sunk 
deep  in  the  ocean,  toward  the  coast  of  Newfoundland.  The 
most  eastern  and  narrowest  is  that  of  Cow  Bay,  the  second  is 
Glace  Bay,  and  the  third  is  Sydney,  which  is  a  still  broader 
trough.  Prof,  Lesley  has  published  (Proceedings  of  American 
Academy,  Philadelphia,  1862)  a  detailed  section  of  the  meas- 
ures at  Glace  Bay,  907  feet  thick,  showing  one  seam  of 
four  and  one  of  five  feet,  with  a  number  of  small  seams. 
Of  the  so-called  lower  measures,  at  a  later  period,  he  says 
they  contain  but  one  workable  bed,  scarcely  four  feet  thick,  in 
from  4,000  to  5,000  feet  of  coal-measures.  There  are  dozens  of 
other  beds,  but  they  are  all  of  a  thickness  of  from  one  inch  up 
to  12  and  15  inches,  only  one  of  them  reaching  the  size  of  three 
feet.  The  quality  of  the  coal,  and  the  capabilities  and  prospects 
of  the  whole  region,  are  sufficiently  described  by  Mr.  Lesley  in 
the  account  given  below. 

This  region  exceeds  all  the  others  in  its  export  of  coal,  pro- 
ducing two-thirds  of  the  whole  quantity  raised  in  Nova  Scotia, 
It  is,  therefore,  the  most  important  mining  district  in  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada. 

Mr,  Brown  estimates  that  the  productive  coal-measures  cover 
an  area  of  350  square  miles,  but  Mr,  Lesley's  account  seems  to 
indicate  a  less  superficial  area  of  good  coal. 

Johnson,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Brown,  reported  only  120 
square  miles  of  land  containing  workable  veins  of  coal.  It  ex- 
tends about  S5  miles  along  the  coast,  and  four  or  five  miles  in 
width,  but  this  includes  numeraus  bays  and  indentations  of  the 
coast. 

As  there  is  a  very  erroneous  opinion  prevalent  among  busi- 
ness-men in  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  the  extent  of 
the  Nova  Scotia  coal-fields,  and  their  ability  to  compete  with 
those  of  the  United  States  for  the  trade  of  the  seaport  cities,  the 
foregoing  details  of  each  region  are  given,  and  the  following  ac- 
count of  them  by  that  eminent  and  practical  geologist,  J.  P, 
Lesley,  is  also  reproduced  : 

"  The  fields  of  Nova  Scotia,  so  far  from  being  '  inexhausti- 
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tie '  in  the  popular  sense  of  that  term,  are  small  in  extent, 
■worked  with  difficulty,  and  got  away  at  great  expense  and 
under  severe  eoramercial  conditions.  We  speak  from  personal 
knowledge,  having  spent  two  successive  seasons  in  an  instru- 
mental reconnoissance  of  the  best  portions,  those  situated  on 
Great  and  Little  Glace,  Cow,  and  Uir^  Bays.  The  coal-beds 
are  here  of  handsome  size  and  highest  quality,  fully  equal,  in  all 
respects,  to  our  own  Westmoreland  gas  coal-beds  in  portability, 
purity,  and  richness  of  material,  and  in  thickness  and  imi- 
formity  of  deposit.  But  the  coal-beds  of  the  field  lying  north 
of  Sydney  Hai'bor  are  not  only  limited  in  area,  but  thinner,  and 
meaner  in  quality,  and  readied  only  by  sliafts  of  considerable 
depth.  These  are  the  old  Duke  of  York's  mines.  The  Pietou 
field  is  quite  as  small  as  the  old  Sydney  field,  is  more  awkward 
to  mine,  and  yields  a  miserably  poor  quality  of  fuel.  Although 
two  of  its  mines  exhibit  an  astonishing  thickness  of  coal  (60  or 
80  feet  through  the  so-called  big  bed),  yet  this  mass  is  local  in 
the  strictest  sense,  cannot  be  discovered  four  miles  from  the 
shafts,  and  is  made  up  of  a  multitude  of  layers  of  poor  coal, 
slate,  and  sulphurouB  clay  ironstone,  alternating  with  one  an- 
other. Nothing  hut  the  exacting  demand  of  an  old  settled  sea- 
shore, inhabited  chiefly  by  fishermen,  and  studded  with  villages, 
and  the  impossibility  of  getting. coal  from  anywhere  else,would 
have  ever  kept  the  exploitation  of  the  Pietou  field  alive. 

"These  are  the  only  three  'fields'  which  Nova  Scotia 
really  has.  Coal,  turned  up  sharply  on  edge  and  scarcely  rising 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  shows  itself  on  the  edges  of  Cape  Bre- 
ton, both  north  and  south,  and  a  few  miles  back  from  the  Gut 
of  Canso.  But  it  immediately  plunges  into  the  water,  and 
spreads  itself  underneath  the  red  sandstone  deposits  of  the  Gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence.  Nothing  will  ever  be  done  with  these  fragmen- 
tary outcrops— nor  with  the  world  of  coal  buried  forever  be- 
neath the  gulf. 

"  Even  the  Glaee  Bay  region  consists  of  the  tip-ends  of  a 
group  of  shallow  parallel  basins  which  (all  except  these  tip- 
ends)  lie  side  by  side  buried  under  the  Gulf  of  St,  Lawrence, 
presenting  their  eastern  extremities  in  like  manner  upon  the 
western  coast  of  Nevribundland.  The  broadest  of  these  basins 
com^  on  shore  at  the  old  Red  Head,  where  are  the  remains  of 
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B.  French  fort,  evacuated  when  the  New-England  coloniats  cap- 
tured Loaisburg.  Here  the  top  bed,  10  or  11  feet  thick,  spreads 
back  from  the  shore  in  a  semicircle  onlj'  about  a  mile ;  that  is  all 
there  is  of  it.  The  six-foot  bed  (of  excellent  coal)  sweeps  its 
outcrop  round  the  first  in  a  larger  semicircle,  from  the  liarbor- 
mouth  to  the  shore  beyond  the  Red  Head.  The  next  is  the  eight- 
foot  bed,  with  a  still  larger  area;  and  underneath  it  are  two  or 
three  of  smaller  size,  making  wider  and  wider  sweeps.  Hut  the 
lowest  of  these  beds  do  not  reach  half-way  to  Sydney,  which  is 
only  2U  miles  distant.  They  all  lie  nearly  flat,  that  is,  on  slopes 
of  from,l°  to  5°.  And  the  entire  contents  of  all  the  beds  in 
this  the  largest  of  the  basins,  not  deducting  any  thing  for  mining, 
is  only  say  300,000,000  tons.  When  one  considers  the  scarcity 
of  capital,  the  sparseness  of  population,  the  distance  from 
all  the  manufacturing  centres,  the  consequent  continual  me- 
chanical embarrassments  of  the  mines,  the  ice-block  of  the  win- 
ter months,  the  perpetual  fog-bank  which  makes  the  navigation 
of  the  Atlantic  coast  and  mouth  of  the  gulf  so  dangerous,  and 
the  necessity  for  taking  off  the  coal,  when  mined,  in  lighters  to 
vessels  riding  at  anchor,  except  at  the  recently-constructed  har- 
bor of  Little  Glace  Bay,  and  the  harbor  in  progress  of  construc- 
tion at  Great  Glace  Bay — it  would  be  ridiculous  to  anticipate 
the  possibility  of  an  effeient  competition  of  these  mines  with 
ours. 

"  The  only  coal  interests  in  the  United  States,  which  might 
fear  the  introduction  of  the  Nova  Scotia  coals,  supposing  them 
to  come  into  our  ports  in  any  quantity,  are  the  small  local  fields 
of  Cumberland,  Broad  Top,  and  "Westmoreland  ;  and  those  can 
always,  under  any  circumstances,  undersell  the  Nova  Scotia 
coals  in  every  market  of  the  coast,  except  the  seaports  of  New 
England.  Besides  all  which,  stands  the  fact  that  Halifax,  St. 
John's,  in  Newfoundland,  Quebec,  and  Montreal,  Prince  Ed- 
ward's Island,  Gaspe,  and  a  hundred  hamlets  along  the  shores 
of  the  peninsula,  the  islands,  and  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  all 
the  way  up,  draw  their  supplies  of  fuel  from  these  poor  little 
fields  which,  all  combined,  would  not  make  up  much  more  than. 
the  end  of  the  Pottsville  Basin  from  Tamaqua  to  the  Mauch 
Chunk  Summit  mine,  if  as  much. 

"  It  is  very  true  that  the  superb  gas-eoals  of  the  Glace  Bay 
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t.  DAWSON'S  MAPS  OF  PICTOCT  AND  SYDNEY  COAL-FIELDS. 
Sketi-Jt-Map  of  Pictou.  Coal  DittHd. 


,    'a-'aonlhKea^;  ] 
JTirfe.— It  Ehonld  be  observed  tbat  there  are  probably  Beveral  beds  of  w 
BerieaB,  and  tbat  tbe  lines  of  outcrop  of  series  B,  C,  D,  and  B,  are  n 
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beds  supply  the  gas-works  of  Boston,  Cambridge,  and  other 
towns  of  New  England,  and  are  mixed  with  our  Western  Penn- 
sylvania gas-coals  at  the  gas-works  in  New  York.  But  this 
has  been  the  case  for  several  years,  since  1862  or  1863,  and  is 
entirely  irrespective  of  the  tariff.  For  gas-making  quality  is 
every  thing ;  a  dollar  or  two  more  or  less  does  not  exclude.  But 
when  quantity  is  required— -that  is  quite  different. 

"  Whether  for  good  or  ill — we  offer  no  opinion  on  that 
head—whether  for  good  or  ill,  eoal-minera  may  set  their  hearts 
at  rest  about  Nova  Scotia  coal.  It  is  not  of  a  quality  good 
enough  (in  the  gross)— it  cannot  he  mined  in  quantities  large 
enough  {at  the  best) — to  aiFect  the  American  market." 

Dr.  Dawson  gives  analyses  of  Pictou  and  North  Sydney 
coal,  showing  that  the  former  yields  a  large  amount  of  ashes, 
and  in  the  latter  the  presence  of  a  little  bisulphuret  of  iron  : 

"  There  could  not  be  a  more  damaging  sentence  for  both 
these  coals,  the  one  being  full  of  ash,  and  the  other  of  iron  arid 
sulphur ;  the  one  choking  and  the  other  clinkering ;  neither  of 
them  fit  to  approach  iron  ;  and  with  too  low  a  percentage  of 
volatile  matter  to  make  gas.  We  say  this  with  no  invidious 
feeling.  We  have  plenty  of  such  coal  in  our  own  fields  in 
Pennsylvania.  The  Eichmond  coal  is  worse.  The  Mississippi 
coals  are  still  worse.  But  it  is  proper  to  place  all  things  in  an 
equal  light,  that  everybody  may  avoid  misapprehensions,  illu 
sions,  exaggerations ;  for  these  are  the  obstacles  to  a  just  life, 
in  trade  as  in  morals.  And  we  have  already  given  a  more 
favorable  account  of  the  sub-district  south  of  Sydney  Harhor, 
which  is  traversed  by  outcrops  of  good  gas  and  iron-making 
coal-beds — as  good  as  any  in  Western  Pennsylvania."  But  we 
repeat,  their  run  is  short,  their  mining-room  Hmited,  their  ex- 
portation expensive,  their  owners  resolved  to  make  a  good  deal 
of  money  on  a  moderate  plant  of  capital — all  which  is  a  benefit 
to  certain  individuals,  but  a  bar  to  competition  for  the  markets 
of  the  United  States.  It  must  he  kept  in  mind  that  these 
mines  have  been  wrought  for  half  a  century,  under  the  able 
management  of  an  agent,  Mr.  Brown,  of  Sydney,  who  has 
grown  old  and  rich  upon  the  ground ;  and  nothing  but  the 
leanness  of  the  measures  and  their  narrow  geographical  extent 
could  have  prevented  the  growth  of  an  immense  trade,  which 
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our  coal-operators,  whose  mines  are  not  so  old,  would  have  felt 
long  ago.  And  if  it  be  objected  that  the  Duke  of  York  mo- 
nopoly was  deficient  in  energy,  and  that  it  was  to  the  agent's 
personal  interest  not  to  expand  the  operations,  the  reply  is 
easy,  that  the  monopoly  was  destroyed  by  the  Colonial  Legisla- 
ture ten  years  ago,  and  the  lands  of  the  coal-district  south  of 
Sydney  Harbor  (Lingan,  Glaee  Bay,  Cow  Bay,  ITir^  Bay)  were 
thrown  open  to  all  comers,  under  a  mining  act  of  the  most  en- 
lightened and  liberal  kind, 

"  Some  of  the  shrewdest  and  soundest  capitalists  of  Boston 
and.  New  York  have  purchased  them,  and  are  doing  their  best 
to  operate  them,  under  about  a  dozen  organizations.  Large 
sums  have  been  spent  in  deepening  harbors,  building  sea  walls 
and  piers,  sinking  shafts  and  slopes,  and  laying  tracks;  hut  all 
this  has  to  be  done  in  an  unsettled  country,  at  a  vast  distance 
from  the  machine-shops  of  the  world,  with  a  population  of  fish- 
ermen speaking  the  Gaelic  language,  and  on  the  shores  of  a 
gidf  against  which  the  arctic  ice,  floating  down  through  the 
Straits  of  Belle  Isle,  banks  itself  sometimes  to  a  distance  of  40 
miles  out,  BO  that  seal,-bear,  and  foxes,  have  been  hunted  on  it ; 
while  across  the  mouth  of  the  gulf  hangs  for  a  great  part  of 
the  year  a  perpetual  fog-hank,  50  miles  wide  and  a  mile  high, 
malting  navigation  dangerous. 

"  But,  were  all  obstructions  to  mining  and  exporting  these 
coals  entirely  removed,  it  would  be  just  as  unfortunately  true 
that  the  export  must  be  small,  owing  to  the  fewness  and  thin- 
ness of  the  beds,  and  to  their  peculiar  situation— a  situation 
which  makes  a  small  trade  very  easy  (for  the  mines  are  close  to 
the  sea,  and  the  beds  actually  crop  out  in  the  cliffs  beaten  by 
the  waves),  but  a  large  trade  impossible.  One  or  two  of  the 
companies  now  mining  will  make  money,  and  from  a  plant  of  a 
few  hundred  thousand  dollars  will  get  large  dividends.  But 
all  the  rest  will  barely  keep  their  trade  alive,  without  the  pos- 
sibility of  increasing  the  total  exports  of  the  district. 

"  If  our  statement  above  be  received,  it  will  follow  that  to 
t.ike  off  the  tariff  from  coal,  for  the  sake  of  allowing  the  Nova 
Scotia  coals  to  enter  our  sea-ports  in  sufficient  quantity  to  lower 
the  price  of  the  raw  material  for  the  benefit  of  American  manu- 
factures, would  have  no  other  effect  than  to  deprive  the  United 
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States  Treasury  of  that  many  thousands  of  dollars,  leaving  the 
coal-market  precisely  in  its  present  condition  of  fluctuating  high 
prices,  from  which  some  other  method  of  relief  must  be  devised 
by  those  who  feel  themselves  aggrieved. 

"  The  Nova  Scotia  fields  are  too  small  and  undeveloped  to 
furnish  much  more  than  the  neighboring  coasts  recLuire  ;  and, 
besides  that,  contain,  with  some  exceptions,  only  beds  of  an  in- 
ferior quality ;  and  the  exceptional  beds  yield  only  coal  of  a 
particular  quality,  unsuitable  for  our  use,  except  in  the  one 
manufacture  of  gas,  and  for  ocean  navigation." 

The  three  worst  things  that  could  be  said  of  the  coal  of  any 
region  are,  that  it  is  of  poor  quality,  that  there  is  but  little  of 
it,  and  that  it  is  inaccessible. 


Nova  ScoUa  Coal-Trade. 
The  following  table,  from  the  reports  of  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner of  Mines,  gives  the  annual  amounts  of  coal  mined  and 
shipped  in  Nova  Scotia  from  1827  to  1871,  inclusive : 


TeEHL 

Tom. 
11,491 

T«m. 

Tona. 
119,478 
97,200 
99,983 
137,908 
134,393 
183,099 
.  170,608 
.   168,884 

13l|976 
171,821 
196,933 
218,350 
216,338 
231,934 

Tears. 
1857.... 

ToB^ 

18B9. ... 
1880.... 

304,129 

1833. 

46,586 

1847 

1862.... 

393,631 

1864.... 

406,699 

1850 

109,347 

i867. ... 
1868.... 

642,127 

462,188 

1868 .-... 

1866 

1870. . . . 
1871..., 

673,242 

Total  production  m  45 
Average  pec  annum,  23 
Average  of  iast  fiye  ye 
Exported  in  1811,  218, 

9,318  tona. 

CB,  576,377  toafl. 

09  tons. 

Nova  Scotia  coal  was  free  of  United  States  duty  from  1854 
to  1865,  and  the  average  annual  production  of  those  twelve 
years  was  only  333,427  tons. 

A  monopoly  of  these  coal-regions  was  granted  to  the  Dube 
of  York  in  1826,  but  it  was  relinquished  in  August,  1857. 

The  coal,  in  1869,  was  produced  from  the  following  mines ; 
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Mines.  Tons. 

JogginB 13,391 

Acadia. 65,314 

Albion 101,500 

IntercoloniaJ 60.9fi6 

BUck  Horse. . . . 

Caledonia 

Cljde  

Glace  Ba  J 

Total 


78,626 
82,44J 
2,614 


Gowrie 61,346 

Interiiatioiial 8,768 

Lingan 81,943 

Sjdney 107,481 

VicWria 8,973 

Twenty  others,  none  over 

1,000 3,887 


. .  678,062 


a  distributed  aa  follows  : 


Sold  for  home  consmnptiou flS,727 

Exported  to  neighboring  colonies , 114,168 

Biported  W>  olher  countries 267,729 

Stock  oc  not  acconnted  for 20,826 


To  one  who  takes  only  a  utilitarian  view  of  the  Koya  Scotia 
region,  there  must  occur  a  feeling  of  regret  that  in  some  of  its 
localities  its  seams  of  coal  are  so  unfortunately  Bubdivided  into 
thin  sheets  too  small  to  work,  and  in  other  places  disposed  in 
masses  inconvenieutly  large,  uncertain,  and  irregular  in  form. 
But  if  we  take  a  higher  and  more  thoughtful  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, we  will  observe  the  malevolence  of  that  Providence  which, 
in  its  apparent  anger,  has  submerged  beneath  the  ocean  so  much 
that  might  have  benefited  our  race,  or  caused  it  to  be  eaten 
away  through  countless  agesby  the  action  of  the  waves,  leaving 
only  poor  fragments  to  tell  us  of  the  much  larger  portions  that 
have  been  removed.  Hence  we  cannot  donbt  but  that  the  earth 
in  its  rocks,  as  well  as  its  soil,  was  cursed  for  oui'  sake,  and  that 
far  back  in  the  geological  ages  there  was  built  up  by  a  Being, 
who  saw  the  end  from  the  beginning,  a  mutilated  planet  as  a 
fit  habitation  for  a  fallen  race. 
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ORIGIN  OF  COAL,  AND  THE  METHOD  OF  ITS 
FORMATION. 

Coal  is  not  a  mechanical  mixture  or  formation,  nor  is  it  a  chemical 
compound.  Unlike  limestone,  gypsum,  granite,  sandstone,  or  other  rocks, 
and  unlilie  all  the  other  productions  of  the  earth  except  peat  and  lignite, 
which  are  of  the  same  class,  coal  is  the  production  of  vegetable  matter 
ivhich  grew  upon  the  place  where  it  ia  now  found;  and  the  process  by 
'.'fhich  it  was  converted  from  woody  matter  into  coal  is  mainly  accounted 
for  by  two  causes,  moisture  and  pressure. 

There  seems  to  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  coal  is  the  production  of 
vegetation,  and  that  too  of  a  very  wonderful  vegetation.  Cold  and  dull, 
indeed,  must  be  the  intellect  which  has  no  curiosity  to  see  or  to  learn 
something  of  the  gigantic  trees  and  plants  of  the  ancient  world,  and  of 
which  the  fossils  are  found  among  coah  Before  the  discovery  of  America, 
it  is  said  there  were  sometimes  found  on  the  coast  of  Europe  strange- 
looking  trees  and  reeds  of  immense  size,  which  had  been  drifted  ashore 
by  westerly  winds.  With  what  interest  must  those  waifs  from  an  un- 
known land  have  been  viewed  by  the  philosophers  of  that  period  I  It^ 
when  some  deserted  ancient  city,  like  those  of  Central  America,  was  dis- 
covered, ofcgects  of  Nature  and  art  were  found  of  a  vastly  greater  size  than 
those  of  our  day,  what  interest  they  would  escite,  not  only  from  their 
dimensions,  but  from  their  antiquity  I  With  some  such  feelings,  you  can 
see,  in  any  coal-mine,  wonders  of  Nature  more  remarkable  than  those  sup- 
posed, and  of  much  greater  antiquity.  Here  are  found  layers  of  slate  and 
Bandstone  rock,  both  a:bove  and  below  the  coal,  often  separating  it  into 
two  or  more  seams  in  which  you  will  discover  the  impressions  of  the  leaves 
and  stems  of  land-plants,  and  of  the  trunks  of  large  trees,  bf  kinds  not 
now  found  on  the  earth ;  made  upon  the  rocks  when  they  were  soft  clay, 
sand,  or  mud,  and  these  impressions  are  In  a  very  perfect  and  plain  form, 
being  complete  copies  of  the  plants  in  all  their  minute  details,  sometimea 
showing  even  the  small  veins  on  the  leaves.    As  yon  pass  along  one  of 
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theae  underground  galleries,  you  can  see  in  the  roof  or  rocks  overhead  an 
extraordinary  collection  of  vast  quantities  of  the  prostrated  and  flattened 
trunks  of  trees  of  great  size  and  length,  and  unknown  species ;  presenting 
so  little  variation  in  their  thickness  for  long  distances  aa  to  give  us  an 
idea  of  their  wonderful  size  and  height,  when  standing  erect,  for  plants  of 
that  class  or  description.  They  are  not  sea-weeds,  but  plants  that  g  ew 
in  the  air;  It  must  be  regarded,  too,  as  a  very  singular  circums  anc  ha 
each  seam  of  coal  appears  to  ha¥e  originated  from  a  distinc  ege  a  on 
and  minors  and  geologists  find  important  indications  for  the  iden  lica  on 
of  the  several  beds  of  coal  in  the  preponderance  of  the  imp  ons  r 
fossils  of  certain  plants  peculiar  to  the  seam,  and  found  in  the  b  a  k  a  b 
immediately  over  the  coal.    So,  in  our  day,  a  new  species  of  f  a 

always  grows  up  where  a  former  growth  had  been  cut  down,  the  supplj_ 
of  germs  of  the  old  species  being  exhausted.  This  coal  vegetation  was  of 
a  description,  compared  with  which,  any  thing  in  our  day,  of  the  same  class 
of  vegetation,  in  respect  to  its  size  and  quantity,  fades  into  insignificance. 

The. exuberant  growth  of  vegetation  in  our  tropical  climates  is  astonish- 
ing to  us,  yet  that  is  but  as  the  grass  of  the  field  as  compared  with  that 
of  the  coal  eta.  For  example,  egviaeta,  or  horse-tail  flags,  with  us  are 
never  more  than  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  while  in  the  coal-rocks  gigan- 
tic reeds  of  this  kind  are  found  as  much  as  14  inches  in  diameter.  Living 
club-mosses,  even  in  our  tropics,  attain  no  great  height,  while  in  the  coal 
formation  they  are  as  thick  as  a  man's  body,  and  60  or  70  feet  high.  Then 
there  are  any  quantity  of  Bigillana,  those  beautiful  fossils,  the  impressions 
on  the  bark  of  which  remind  us  of  the  work  of  the  sculptor,  containing  on 
their  surface  impressions  as  distinct,  regular,  and  beautiful,  as  if  made  by 
a  seal  upon  was  by  the  hand  of  man,  and  hence  their  name.'  There  is  a 
well-known  plant  found  in  our  woods  called  the  fern,  which  is  of  an  in- 
significant size.  A  large  part  of  the  vegetation  of  the  coal  era  iscomposed 
of  ferns  ofincrediblesize,  sometimes  measuring  60  feet  or  upward  in  height. 
Therefore,  as  to  the  composition  of  the  coal-slates,  you  must  disbelieve  the 
evidence  of  your  own  eyes,  to  deny  the  presence  of  vegetable  matter, 
where  they  had  their  origin,  for  you  see  in  them  the  daguerrotyped  likeness 
of  plants,  loaves,  roots,  trunks,  and  branches.  But,  as  to  the  coal  itself, 
the  evidence  to  the  naked  eye,  of  its  vegetable  nature,  is  not  apparent,  as 
it  does  not  show  impressions  of  plants  like  the  slate-rocks. 

The  theory  that  coal  was  formed  by  the  drifting  of  large  masses  of 
timber  into  bays,  after  the  manner  of  the  Bed  Elver  rafts,  now  finds  no  ad- 
vocates. The  material  could  not  have  been  furnished  in  sufficient  quan- 
tity, and  disposed  in  layers  of  equal  thickness,  extending  for  many  miles, 
and  so  free  from  mud,  sand,  or  other  impurities  or  fore^  substances. 
Coal  of  the  Carboniferous  age,  when  examined,  is  apparently  never  found 
to  be  formed  of  the  trunks  and  large  branches  of  trees.  The  slate-rocks 
described  above  were  so  formed,  and  it  is  on  account  of  the  size  of  the 
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trees  and  plants  that  they  liaye  been  couTerted  into  slate  or  shale  instead 
of  coal,  from  th.e  introduction  among  them  of  sand,  clay,  and  mud.  The 
too  great  preponderance  of  eajthy  matter  renders  them  unfit  for  fliel,  al- 
though containing  some  portion  of  carbon. 

The  opinion  now  held  by  geologiats  is,  that  the  vegetation  from  which 
coal  of  the  Carboniferous  age  originated  was  similar  to  that  of  the  peat- 
bogs now  found  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the  world.  The  examination  of 
coal  does  not  afford  evidence  of  its  having  been  produced  from  the  flattened 
trunks  or  more  solid  parts  of  trees,  but  it  abounds  in  iragments  of  the 
leaves,  and  occasionally  extremities  of  branches  and  fronds,  or  leaves  oi 
the  kind  which  retain  the  stalk  when  they  fall  off.  In  anthracite  coal  the 
process  of  liquefection  and  carbonization,  or  perhaps  it  should  be  called 
crystallization,  has  obliterated  nearly  all  traces  of  the  original  vegetable 
matter ;  bnt,  as  we  go  farther  westward,  we  find  some  kinds  of  bituminous 
coal  which  appear  to  be  composed  of  minute  leaves  and  fibres  matted  to- 
gether. Large  trunks  or  branches  are  not  found,  but  thin  layers  resem- 
bling mineralized  charcoal  are  fotmd  between  the  layers  of  coal  when  sepa- 
rated, and  the  material  appears  to  have  been  of  that  soft  description  which 
must  have  flourished  either  in  water  or  when  the  land  was  little  elevated 
above  the  water,  and  when  the  climate  was  moist  and  warm.  Certainly  the 
vegetable  matter  must  have  been  immediately  covered  with  water  as 
soon  as  it  was  formed,  in  order  to  be  preserved  from  the  rapid  decompori- 
tion  which  always  takes  place  in  the  open  air.  Sea-weeds  and  other 
marine  plants  are  not  found  in  coal,  but  the  plants  are  all  of  the  fresh-water 
species,  and  it  has  been  confidently  asserted  by  Mr.  Lesquerenx  that  there  ia 
no  coal  with  marks  of  marine  origin  ;  and,  further,  that  there  isno  true  peat 
formed  entirely  of  sea-weed  and  marine  plants,  although  the  sandstone  and 
limestone  layers  between  the  seams  of  coal  often  contain  marine  fossils. 

"  The  anpposition  that  coal  is  a  true  mineral,  formed  only  by  chemical 
agency,  and  without  an  accumulation  of  vegetation  grown  on  the  surface, 
and  buried  afterward,  is  an  hypothesis  to  which  Nature  does  not  give  the 
slightest  support.  The  analogy  of  formation  between  the  peat-bogs  of 
our  times  and  the  beds  of  coal  of  the  coal-measures  cannot  be  called  a 
theory,  it  is  a  demonstrable  fact.  We  can  pow  see  the  coal  growing  up  by 
the  heaping  of  woody  matter  in  the  bogs.  After  a  while  we  see  it  trans- 
formed into  a  dark,  combustible  compound  that  we  name  peat  or  lignite, 
according  to  its  age.  We  then  see  it  hardening,  either  by  compression  or 
by  tills  slow  burning  in  water.  The  oldest  pcat^bogs  in  Europe  have  at  or 
near  their  bottom  some  plates  or  thin  layers  of  hard,  black  matter  that 
ocular  esamination  or  chemical  analysis  fails  to  distinguish  from  true 
coal.  We  find,  besides,  in  Holland,  Denmark,  and  Sweden,  thick  deposits 
of  peat  separated  into  distinct  beds,  by  strata  of  mud  and  sand,  giving 
the  best  possible  elucidation  of  the  process  of  stratification  of  the  coal- 
measures." 

Jn.  Switzerland  peat  grows  at  the  rate  of  two  inches  per  year,  a  thick- 
ness reduced  to  one-half  by  compression.    The  trunks  of  trees  embedded 


Hosted  by 


Google 


600  APPENDIX  I. 

in  peat  are  geperally  first  softened  before  being  iiardened,  as  Liebig  has 
proved  by  direct  experiment  in  the  process  of  alow  decomposition,  or 
rattier  alow  combustion,  of  woody  matter  in  water.  Hence  the  flattening 
of  all  the  at«ais  found  in  coal  or  in  the  shalea. — Leaquereux.) 

There  are  many  proofe  that  the  material  &om  which  coal  was  formed 
had  previously  been  in  a  soft  or  even  a  fluid  state.  At  the  Barclay  (Penn- 
sylvania) mines,  fossilized  round  limba  of  trees  are  often  found  in  the  coaJ 
four  or  five  inchea  in  diameter,  converted  into  slate  or  sandstone,  with  the 
knobs  on  the  woody  aurface  well  preserved,  but  without  the  bark,  and 
lying  in  the  coal-bed ;  but  always  next  the  roof,  immediately  on  the 
top  of  the  seam.  If  thcae  occur  in  the  top  aiates,  they  are  crushed 
and  completely  flattened,  but,  when  pressed  into  and  embedded  in  the  soft, 
mud-libe,  ancient  peat,  their  rotundity  has  been  preserved.  Here,  as  in  all 
other  instances,  the  woody  matter  found  in  coal  is  never  converted  into 
coal,  although  sometimes  it  appears  as  if  the  bark  waa  ao  changed. 

An  instance  was  discovered  by  Prof  Hall  in  Iowa,  of  part  of  a  coal-bed 
being  forced,  in  a  fluid  state,  by  the  superincumbent  pressure  downward, 
through  a  crevice  in  the  rocka  into  a  small  cavern  in  the  Devonian  limestone 
below  the  coal-measures,  and  there  converted  into  coal,  with  a  leader  of 
coal  exposed  in  a  q  larry  connecting  it  with  the  main  bed  above  from 
which  the  material  waa  derived  The  strange  deposits  of  Urge  raaaies  of 
coal  in  irregular  f  Dnns  in  Central  Mi'5'50  in  in  rocks  older  than  the  Car 
boniferjua  are  recalled  to  mind  in  thia  connection  In  our  day  peat 
bedi  formed  on  a  sloping  aurtice  when  deluged  with  nin  have  shdden 
or  flowed  into  the  valleys  below  covering  them  to  an  unusual  depth 

But  how  was  all  this  vegetable  matter  accumulated  ?  The  large 
oceans  which  existed  m  the  tarbomferous  a^e  would  produce  a  very 
moist  atmosphere  Many  persons  are  not  aware  hrw  much  we  are 
inlebtei  to  the  moisture  in  the  atmosphere  tor  the  temperature  now 
existing  at  the  surface  ol  the  globe  The  atmosphere  receives  a  contm 
uiua  supply  of  aqueous  vapor  from  the  surface  of  the  ocein  on  which 
It  rests  In  the  Carboniferona  age  there  was  much  Ic^s  land  and  more 
OE.e'ui  than -at  present  and  therefore  the  atmosphere  had  more  moisture 
Tliia  vapor  is  a  perfectly  impalpable  gai  diflused  even  in  the  clearest 
day  throughout  the  atmosphere  and  w  not  to  be  confounded  with 
clo  da  or  visible  mist  wliich  are  aqueous  yapora  more  Dr  les.  condensed 
It  quantity  is  amill  compared  with  the  o^j^en  and  nitrogen  m  the 
a  r  but  its  influence  is  yerv  potent  as  its  power  of  absorbing  heat  is 
thousands  ot  times  greater  than  that  of  the  air  The  heat  which  the 
earth  receives  from  the  buu  woull  pass  off  and  an  age  of  ice  would  re 
turn  on  our  globe  but  the  aquL  ?us  vapor  wraps  it  like  a  warm  garment 
and  pr  tects  its  aurface  from  the  deadly  chill  which  it  woild  ithcrwKe 
snatam.  Hence  countries  ^here  the  air  is  dry  are  liable  to  daily  extremes 
of  temperature.  By  day  the  sun's  heat  reaches  the  earth  unimpeded,  and 
renders  the  maximum  high ;  hy  night,  on  the  other  hand,  the  earth's  heat 
escapes  unhindered  into  space,  and  renders  the  minimum  low.     Yet, 
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Btrange  to  say,  aqueous  vapor  does  not  absorb  tlie  sun's  raja  and  exclude 
them  from  the  earth  to  any  great  extent,  although  it  is  so  powerful  ia  ab- 
Borbing  the  raya  of  heat  from  the  earth. — (Tyndall.) 

The  underlying  flre-clay  is  the  fossil  soil  on  which  the  coal  vegetation 
was  produced,  and  it  also  formed  the  basin,  impervious  to  water,  which 
was  necessary  to  the  existence  of  the  peat-bog,  and  this  nnder-ciay  is  filled 
with  roots  called  SUgmarin,  on  which  grew  the  BigUJaina. 

In  addition  to  the  unusual  moiature,  and  a  few  hundredths  more  of  car- 
bonic acid  ia  the  atmosphere,  and  sufficient  warmth,  as  already  described, 
there  were  evidently  a  very  uniform,  temperature  and  an  entire  absence  of 
frost,  for  the  want  of  annular  rings  in  the  fossD  plants  proves  that  there 
was  no  winter,  and  there  were  no  cold  currents  from  arctic  regions,  for,  as 
the  same  coal-plants  grew  at  the  same  time  in  Europe  and  America,  the 
same  climate  must  have  prevailed.  When  we  add  to  all  this  the  geologist's 
usual  demand,  "give  it  time  enough,"  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
accumulating  material  enough  for  the  largest  coal-seam  in  the  world. 
The  following  excellent  summary  of  the  whole  argument  as  to  the  origin 
of  coal  ia  by  Prof.  Lesquereux,  whose  writings,  found  in  the  State  Geologi- 
cal Reports  of  Pennsylvania,  Kentucky,  Arkansas,  Illinois,  and  in  Dr.  Hay- 
den's  Reports  on  the  Territories,  from  which  extracts  have  already  been 
given,  have  eihauated  the  subject: 

"  The  formation  of  the  coal  is  now  pretty  well  understood  among  ge- 
ologists. It  results  from  active  growth  of  woody  plants,  whose  diMi, 
falling  every  jear,  are  preserved  against  decomposition  by  stagnant  water, 
or  great  atmospheric  humidity.  It  is  the  process  which  now  still  forms 
our  deposits  of  peat.  It  demands  for  its  favorable  action  a  ground  or 
basin,  rendered  impermealile  by  a  substratum  of  clay,  a  peculiar  kind  of 
plants,  constantly  growing  at  the  same  place,  and  heaping  their  (?^&™  for 
a  length  of  time.  At  our  epoch  the  formation  of  peat  is  essentially  of 
two  kinds.  Either  the  vegetables  which  ftimish  the  materials  are  aquatic, 
or  semi-aErial  plants,  having  their  roots  in  water,  and  expanding  their 
branches,  leaves,  etc.,  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  or  above  it.  Their  de- 
hm  iall  in  water,  and  are  heaped  and  preserved  under  it,  la  another 
way,  and  this  is  more  generally  the  case,  the  plants  of  the  peat-bogs  are 
of  a  peculiar  texture,  Hygrometrical,  like  sponges,  they  absorb  humidity 
by  their  aBrial  tissues  as  much  as  by  their  roots,  and,  thus  protected  them- 
selves against  decomposition  from  atmospheric  action,  they  cover  in  their 
growth  every  kind  of  woody  dibrU,  even  large  trees,  and  afford  to  them 
the  same  protective  influence.  In  that  way  the  surface  of  peat-bogs  of 
this  kind  grows  constantly  up.  In  that  way  also  peat-bogs  grow  at  our 
time  upon  the  slopes  of  steep  mountains,  whenever  atmospheric  humidity 
is  constant  and  abundant  enough  to  furnish  moisture  for  the  life  of  those 
hygrometrical  plants  which  now  are  mere  mosses.  The  peat-bogs  of  the 
coal  did  grow  in  the  same  way ;  the  distinction  in  cannel-coal,  which  has 
been  formed  under  water,  and  bituminous  coal,  which,  by  its  layers,  indi- 
cates an  upper  aquatic  growth,  is  well  marked.  But,  during  the  Carbonif- 
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eroiis  epoch,  the  circumstancea  favorable  to  the  growth  of  the  peat  were 
in.  their  highest  development.  Low,  wide  basins  of  stagnant  water,  whose 
bottom  was  first  coated  by  deposits  of  clay ;  an  atmosphere  coBstantlj 
charged  with  vapors,  and  a  large  proportion  of  carbonic  acid,  the  food  ol 
plants,  forming  by  its  transformation  the  woody  tissues ;  floating  vegeta- 
bles of  immense  size,  first  growing  horizontally  at  the  surface  of  the  water, 
and  flUmg  the  basin  with  their  debris,  then  forming  a  support  for  a  more 
aerial  vegetation;  fem-trees,  lycopodes,  horse-tails,  all  of  enormous  size, 
heaped  in  a  continuous  growth,  the  woody  tissues  of  their  vegetable 
■  unconceivable  proportion.  Oui  thickest  beds  of  peat 
:  scarcely  30  feet.  By  compressLon  and  mineralization  the 
thickness  would  be  reduced  to  one-sixth,  or  three  feet  at  the  most.  We 
have  beds  of  coal  of  20  feet  of  thickness  which  would  make  a  deposit  of 
peat  reach  130  feet.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  peat-bogs  of  old  did  not 
extend  over  tlie  whole  surface ;  that  they  were  of  various  dimensions,  sep- 
arated by  sandy  hills  or  by  deep  lagoons ;  that,  after  the  deposit  of  their 
materials,  erosions  caused  by  wateror  other  agency  have  greatly  diminished 
their  size.  But  it  is  true  also  that  beds  of  coal,  like  the  Pittsburg  bed, 
whose  average  thickness  is  about  eight  feet,  may  be  traced  over  surfaces 
more  than  100  square  miles  in  width.  It  is  equally  true  that  beds  of  coal 
are  superposed  at  intervals,  in  the  coal-measures,  in  such  a  way  that  at  the 
same  place  a  boring  of  a  few  hundred  feet  may  successively  pass  through 
five  beds  of  coal,  or  even  more,  of  various  thicknesses.  Bo  immense,  indeed, 
are  the  riches  of  the  American  coal-measures,  that,  in  their  conception  of 
the  future  development  of  our  human  race,  geographers,  historians,  phi- 
losophers, agree  in  this  idea,  that  in  the  United  States  we  have,  especially 
in  our  coal-deposits,  the  elements  for  the  greatest  and  most  perfect  de- 
velopment of  the  human  race." 

The  pressure  required  to  transform  the  vegetable  materia!  into  coal  was 
applied  by  the  formation  of  the  superincumbent  strata  of  rock,  by  means 
of  the  sinking  of  portions  of  the  land  and  the  elevation  of  other  portions. 
Prof.  Rogers,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Geological  Survey,  seems  to  attribute 
these  to  those  mighty  movements  of  the  earth's  surface  called  earth- 
quakes, but  they  are  now  commonly  accounted  for  by  more  gradual  move- 
ments. The  present  great  elevations  of  the  mountains  had  not  taken 
place,  the  surface  of  the  earth  was  not  much  above  the  ocean,  and  small 
changes  of  level  were  sufficient  to  submerge  the  continents  which  were 
sometimes  above  and  sometimes  below  tie  water. 

Dana  teaches  that  contraction  of  the  earth's  crust,  in  cooling,  was  the 
one  complete,  efScient,  and  universal  physical  cause  of  the  development  of 
the  features  of  the  earth.  Certainly, by  whatever  cause  produced,  our  every- 
day observation  proves  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  continent  of  Amer- 
ica was  for  a  long  period  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  and  was  subsequently  ele- 
vated, as  is  shown  by  its  abounding  in  sea-shells  and  other  organic  re- 
mains, and  we  find  the  stratified  rocks  fractured  and  raised  up  at  various 
angles,  just  as  they  -would  have  been  if  the  crust  of  the  earth  had  been 
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■broken  into  fragments  by  some  mighty  force  acting  beneath  it.  The  ele- 
vation of  a  part  of  the  earth's  surface,  and  depression  of  other  portions, 
would  cause  the  sea  to  roll  in  against  and  over  the  continent.  Where  slate 
and  sandstone  occur  over  the  coal,  it  ia  caused  by  the  forests  upon  the 
higher  ground  being  uprooted  and  strewed  over  the  bog  or  swamp,  before 
described,  and  the  clay,  sand,  and  earthy  matter,  becoming  mingled  with 
these  drifting  trees,  they  were  spread  in  a  promiscuous  mass  over  the 
awampy  flat. 

The  great  strata  of  sand-rook  upon  the  slate,  and  sometimes  directly 
upon  the  coal,  were  caused  by  more  impetuous  inundations  of  the  ocean 
in  all  its  might  and  majesty,  washing  away  vast  quantities  of  the  boU.  and 
rocky  strata  of  the  ancient  continent ;  breaking  the  rocks  into  small  frag- 
ments, carrying  them  to  a  great  distance  inland,  and  wearing  them  into 
water-worn  pebbles.  These  rivers  or  oceans  of  sand,  gravel,  and  clay,  thus 
deposited,  in  course  of  time  became  hardened  into  rocks,  and  their  press- 
ure upon  the  moist  and  rank  vegetation  of  the  coal-bogs  buried  beneath 
them  has  thus,  by  a  simple  and  natural  process,  formed  the  strata  of  slate, 
pure  coal,  and  sandstone.  The  dense,  tough  mass  of  swampy  growth,  with 
its  strong  net-work  of  roots,  fibres,  leaves,  and  twigs,  from  the  greater 
abundance  and  density  of  the  vegetation,  remained  in  its  natural  unmixed 
condition,  and,  no  intermingiing  of  earthy  materials  taking  place,  pure 
coal  was  formed.  Being  very  compactly  matted  together,  it  fonned  a 
strong  spongy  mass,  not  easily  separated  by  a  current  of  water  flowing 
over  it,  and  not  pervious,  or  liable  to  be  penetrated  by  foreign  substances 
borne  by  such  current. 

The  formation  of  different  kinds  of  coal,  such  as  anthracite  and  semi- 
antiiracite,  semi-bituminous,  and  the  many  different  varieties  of  bitumi- 
nous coal,  is  supposed  to  be  owing  to  the  different  degrees  of  progress 
made  in  the  process  of  liquefaction  and  carbonization,  and  to  there  having 
been  greater  means  for  the  escape  of  the  gaseous  constituents  in  some  cases 
than  in  others.  Chemists  have  actually  converted  vegetable  matter  into 
coal  of  all  degrees  of  hardness,  and  possessing  all  the  various  qualities  of 
that  formed  by  Nature. 

The  combinations  formed  by  the  usual  affinities  of  the  constituents  of 
coal  seem  to  show  that  all  coal  was  first  formed  of  the  bituminous  variety, 
and  that  anthracite  ia  the  result  of  igneous  action  to  which  it  was  sub- 
jected after  it  became  coal.  Anthracite  is  only  foun^  in  metamorphic 
rocks,  and  all  coal  found  in  metamorphic  rocks  is  anthracite, 

"  Ooal,  it  may  be  easily  demonstrated,"  says  Dr.  J.  8.  Kewberry,  "  has 
been  derived  from  the  decomposition  of  vegetable  tissue,  and  represents 
one  of  the  different  steps  in  a  progressive  change.  In  peat  and  lignite, 
we  see  the  first  step  in  the  formation  of  coal.  Peat  is  bituminous  vegeta- 
tion, generally  mosses  and  other  herbaceous  plants,  which,  under  favorable 
circumstances,  accumulate  in  marshes  called  peat-bogs.  Lignite  is  the 
production  of  a  similar  change  effected  in  woody  tissue,  and,  because  it 
retains  to  a  greater  or  lesB  degree  the  form  and  structure  of  wood,  has 
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received  the  uame  it  beara.  Peat  is  the  product  of  the  present  period, 
and  lignite  is  fouad  ia  deposits  of  recent  geological  age.  In  the  older 
formations,  these  carbonaceoua  accumulations  are  still  further  changed,  and 
form  bituminous  coal.  When  special  and  local  causes  have  operated  to 
carry  the  change  still  further,  as  when  the  beds  of  coal  have  been  involved 
iu  the  upheaval  of  mountains,  and  heat  acted  upon  it,  it  is  converted  into 
anthracite.  When  this  metamorphosis  has  been  carried  stiU  further,  the 
result  is  plumbago  or  black-lead. 

"  The  changes  referred  to  consist  in  the  evolution  of  a  portion  of  the 
carijon,  hydrogen,  and  oxygen,  in  the  form  of  water,  carburetted  hydro- 
gen, carbonic  acid,  etc.,  leaving  constantly  a  larger  portion  of  carbon  of 
the  plant  behind,  with  all  its  earthy  matter. 

"  We  find  that,  under  peculiar  circumstances.  Nature  has  departed  from 
her  usual  routine,  and  has  locally  effected  the  changes  from  lignite  into 
aothracite,  in  a  short;  space  of  time,  as  at  Banta  F&,  New  Mexico,  where  a 
trap-dike  has  cut  through  Cretaceous  strata  in  which  are  beds  of  soft  and 
nearly  valueless  lignite,  and  where,  over  a  large  area,  this  outflow  of  melted 
rock  has  converted  this  lignite  into  a  compact  and  valuable  anthracite. 
So  at  Los  Bronces,  in  Sonora,  Triassic  coais  are  converted  into  anthracite 
by  the  eruption  of  porphyritic  locks.  On  Queen  Charlotte's  Island,  south 
of  Alaska,  is  a  Tertiary  lignite  changed  by  a  similar  cause  into  the  most 
beautiful  and  brilliant  anthracite." 

Cannel  coals  have  usually  a  more  distinctly  laminated  structure,  are 
finer  and  more  compact  in  texture,  and  contain  a  larger  percentage  of 
volatile  matter.  They  produce  gas  of  greater  illuminating  power,  but  the 
cokemadefrom  them  is  of  inferior  quality.  Asto  the  mode  of  the  formation 
of  cannel-coal,  Pro£  J.  8.  Newberry  proved  many  years  ago,  in  SUUman's 
Journal,  that  its  peculiarities  are  owing  to  the  chemical  and  mechanical 
influence  of  water  in  which  it  is  deposited.  Cannel-coals  are  charac- 
terized by  greater  homogeneity  than  other  bitnminous  coais,  as  to  their 
physical  structure  and  chemical  composition  having  a  more  laminated 
fracture,  in  pure  specimens  conchoidal  across  the  planes  of  stratiflcarion. 
TNey  contain  more  earthy  and  more  volatile  matter,  less  carbon,  and  evolve 
gases  having  a  higher  illuminating  power. 

Cannel-coals  are  frequently  found  shading  into  bituminous  shale,  into 
which  they  are  converted  by  accessions  of  earthy  matter.  Bituminous 
shale  and  cannel-coal  may,  therefore,  be  considered  as  the  same  substance 
in  difierent  degrees  of  purity,  that  is,  carbonaceous  paste  deporited  from 
aqueous  suspension  with  different  admistures  of  earthy  matter. 

Plants,  when  deprived  of  their  vegetable  life  and  exposed  to  the  action 
of  the  air,  are  decomposed  by  a  process  of  decay  which  is  really  a  slow 
combustion  unattended  by  the  sensible  phenomena  of  light  and  heat. 
Under  water,  the  process  goes  on  more  slowly,  and  the  more  perfectly 
the  osygen  of  the  air  is  excluded,  the  larger  the  proportion  of  the  volatile 
constituents  of  the  wood  will  be  retained.  Thin  layers  of  cannel,  alter- 
nating with  others  of  bitnminous  coal,  are  due  to  the  variable  quantity  of 
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water  overflowing,  and  saturating  the  majrsiies,  the  cannei  layers  being 
deposited  during  the  preTalence  of  high  water. 

SepeUUan  of  the  Seams  of  Coal. — In  Ulinoia  and  other  Western  States 
there  ia  probably  not  one  of  the  priacipat  Beams  of  coal  that  has  not,  «fc 
some  locality,  a  bed  of  limestone  more  or  less  pure  asBociatcd  with  it,  con- 
taining the  fossilized  remains  of  marine  animals  in  such  a  perfect  condition 
as  to  leave  no  doubt  that  they  lived  on  the  spot  where  they  are  found. 
These  fossiliferous  strata  occur  between  the  different  beds  of  coal,  so  as  to 
show  that  if  the  coal  was  formed  in  fresh-water  marshes,  as  the  character 
of  its  vegetable  fossils  proves,  near  the  sea-level,  as  is  generally  snppoEed, 
there  must  have  been  a  subsidence  and  elevation  for  every  scam  of  coal, 
as  the  intervening  marine  beds  attest  the  presence  of  the  sea  when  they 
were  formed,  as  ia  also  proved  by  the  fossils  of  Bea-shells,  corals,  and 
teeth  and  spines  of  cartilaginous  fishes. 

The  formation  of  other  seams  of  coai  above  the  first  is  therefore  to  be 
accounted  for  by  the  new-formed  strata  filling  up  the  water  to  the  surface, 
the  growth  upon  it  of  a  second  crop  of  peat-bog  material,  a  second  aiib- 
merging,  and  a  repetition  of  the  original  process  throughout. 

The  thickness  of  a  seam  of  coal  depends  on  the  length  of  time  the  veije- 
table  materials  of  which  it  was  composed  were  accumuiating.  Seams  of 
coal  are  also  sometimes  split,  as  it  were,  by  a  wedge-like  field  of  siate, 
which  has  been  caused  by  an  inundation  of  carboniferous  mud  flowing 
over  a  part  only  of  the  peat-bog  region  in  its  half-finished  state,  the  subse- 
quent growth  of  the  remainder  of  the  formation  on  the  mud,  and  the 
thickening  of  the  part  not  thus  inundated.  In  the  Mahanoy  anthracite 
coal-region  is  a  great  bed  of  coal  called  the  Mammoth,  but,  when  we  go 
west  to  Mount  Carmel,  we  are  told  that  it  is  split  in  this  manner  into  two 
separate  coal-beds,  and  so  is  the  Baltimore  bed  at  Wilkesbarie  divided 
between  that  place  and  Pittston.  The  fragmentary  character  of  the  coal- 
fields is  evidently  caused  by  convulsions  which  took  place  long  subsequent 
to  the  formation  of  the  whole  of  the  coal-measures,  and  we  now  possess,  or 
at  least  have  only  discovered  aome  of  the  broken  parts  of  a  vastly  greater 
field  which  once  existed  on  this  continent.  Deep  valleys  have  been  formed, 
cutting  down  through  the  coal-regions,  leaving  sometimes  only  small 
patches  of  coal  on  the  tops  of  the  highest  mountains,  and  extensive  coun- 
tries often  lie  between,  where  thousands  of  feet  in  thickness  of  the  upper 
formations,  including  the  coal,  have  been  removed  by  some  mighty  agency 
exposing  the  Devonian  and  Silurian  rocks  on  the  surface.  "  In  imagina- 
tion we  can  restore  those  gigantic  arches  which  once  carried  the  same  coal- 
beds  high  through  the  air  from  one  mountain  across  to  another  many 
miles  apart,  and  which  arc  now  destroyed  and  buried  up,  constituting  new 
sand,  gravel,  and  rock  deposits  in  the  Atlantic." — (Lesley.) 

The  direction  fiom  which  these  ocean-currents  proceeded  is  sometimes 
very  evident.  There  are  certain  rocks  peculiar  to  the  coal-regions  called 
conglomerates,  the  largest  of  which  is  the  base  of  the  coal,  and  they  are 
evidently  formed  of  the  fragments  of  older  formations,  the  sacd  and  peb- 


Hosted  by 


Google 


606  APPENDIX  L 

ble3  of  which  they  are  made  being  water-worn,  rounded,  and  cemented 
together  by  Braaller  pebbles  and  sand.  The  bottom  of  the  stratum  in  any 
given  ptaee  is  always  composed  of  larger  pebbles  than  the  upper  portion, 
showing  very  plainly  the  manner  in  which  it  was  formed  by  material  car- 
ried in  water,  the  heaviest  portion  sinking  flrat.  Furthermore,  these  con- 
glomerate rocks  are  much  thicker  and  the  pebbles  larger  in  the  eastern  or 
southeastern  part  of  the  Alleghany  coal-region,  than  they  are  farther  west, 
showing  that  tlje  current  was  spending  its  force  in  tllat  direction.  In  the 
Lehigh  and  Schuylkill  regions  the  pebbles  are  larger  than  hens'-eggs,  and 
the  formation  itself  is  aa  much  as  1,400  feet  thick.  Farther  north,  at  To- 
wanda,  it  is  much  loss  than  100  feet  thick,  the  coarser  part  only  10  or 
lo  feet,  and  the  pebbles  are  no  larger  than  a  pea.  As  you  go  farther  west- 
ward, the  pebbles  diminish  to  the  size  of  mustardiseed,  and  the  stratum  of 
rock  thins  out  nntil  it  disappears  altogether.  This  shows  very  evidently 
the  source  from  which  the  rocks  of  the  coal-measures  were  derived,  and 
that  the  ocean-currents  which  carried  them  proceeded  &om  a  southeast  to 
a  northwest  direction. 

In  Michigan  the  thinning  out  of  the  strata  toward  the  south  indicates 
the  source  of  the  rock-making  materials  to  have  been  in  the  north. 

In  Illinois  the  conglomerate  rock  is  thickest  and  coarsest  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  field,  thinning  out  and  the  material  becoming  fine 
along  the  Indiana  edge  of  that  field.  Farther  southwest,  in  Western  Cen- 
tral Arkansas,  the  conglomerate  has  a  vastly  greater  development,  show- 
ing its  proximity  to  strong  currents  and  to  the  land  of  the  ancient  conti- 
nent from  which  this  rock  was  formed.  Thwe  ia  also  a  great  development 
of  the  conglomerates  beneath  the  coal  in  Tennessee  and  Alabama,  of  which 
the  celebrated  Lookout  Mount^n  is  a  conspicuous  example. 

The  foregoing  Is  given  as  the  most  plausible  theory  of  the  origin  and 
formation  of  coal,  and,  while  difBculties  may  suggest  themselves  to  the 
reader,  still  that  coal  is  derived  from  the  vegetable  kingdom  admits  of  no 
doubt.  This  is  one  of  the  well-established  facta  in  geology.  The  pre- 
cise character  of  the  process  by  which  the  change  is  bronght  about  may 
not  bo  perfectly  understood,  and  there  may  here  be  room  for  further 
examination  to  fully  solve  this  interesting  problem.  But  no  one  can  be 
long  among  the  coal-rocks  without  recognizing  the  work  of  an  Almighty 
Hand,  With  our  feeble  powers  we  can  only  see  some  of  the  means  He 
used  for  the  accomplishment  of  His  purposes,  and  beyond  that  we  must 
admit  that,  in  some  respects,  the  world  of  the  past  is  as  mysterious  as  the 

Having  before  us  and  clear  in  our  minds  the  foregoing  explanation  of 
the  origin  of  coal  from  the  luxuriant  and  extraordinary  fresh-water  v^e- 
tation  of  the  coal-making  age,  we  will  now  hastily  advert  to  the  various 
formations  of  rocks— not  asa  treatise  on  geology,  but  only  with  a  view  to 
detecting,  if  possible,  those  in  which  we  should  expect  to  find  coal,  as 
well  aa  those  in  which  it  would  be  useless  to  search  for  it. 
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The  following  plates  give  the  names  and  descending  order  of  the 
geological  formations  aa  they  were  formed  and  placed  upon  each  other, 
not  always  in  an  horizontal  position,  for  material  carried  hy  water  mnst  be 
deposited  on  whatever  bottom  may  be  ready  to  receive  it,  whether  rough 
or  smooth,  sloping  or  horizontal.  Neither  are  these  formations  of  uniform 
thickness ;  on  the  contrary,  they  would  naturally  vary  in  thickness,  owing 
to  the  exhaustion  of  the  force  of  the  currents  by  which  they  are  carried, 
or  the  lessening  of  the  quantity  of  the  material  transported  by  the  water 
aa  we  proceed  from  the  source  of  the  supply. 

The  geological  sketch  of  the  United  States,  on  page  3,  represents  the 
area  where  each  formation  now  appears  on  the  surface.  The  four  great 
coal-flelds  are  on  top,  and  overlie  the  Primary,  the  Silurian,  and  the  De- 
vonian systems.  These  systems,  or  larger  divisions  of  the  rocks  represented 
on  this  map,  are  subdivided  into  the  smaller  portions  giren  in  the  tables 
on  pages  608  and  609.  After  the  four  great  coal-fields  and  other  older 
formations  under  them  were  elevated,  and  became  dry  land,  the  borders 
of  the  continent  were  enlarged  by  the  formationof  the  Triassic,  Cretaceous, 
and  Tertiary  formations  along  the  Atlantic  coast.  The  two  latter  are 
mostly  of  an  earthy  character  along  the  eastern  coast,  like  the  sands  which 
are  now  daily  washed  ashore  by  the  waves  of  the  sea,  and  without  solid 
rocks.  The  whole  country  between  the  Missouri  River  and  the  Pacific 
Ocean  is  covered  by  these  newer  rocks  of  a  more  extensive  and  solid  kind, 
formed  after  the  Carboniferous  or  best  coal-producing  rocks. 

Our  sutgect  lies  altogether  among  the  rocks,  for  there  alone  is  coal  to 
be  found.  For  our  present  purposes,  the  formations  may  be  divided  into 
two  classes,  those  that  do  and  those  that  do  not  produce  coal.  It  is, 
therefore,  necessary  to  know  the  rocks  among  which  coal  occurs,  and  those 
among  which  it  is  never  found.  There  are  no  more  important  propositions 
connected  with  our  subject,  and  they  are  both  equally  important.  They 
should,  therefore,  be  examined  patiently.  All  experience  proves  that  only 
three  of  our  great  formations  produce  coal:  1,  The  Carbon  if eroua.  3. 
The  Triaadc  in  a  very  few  localities  near  EacKimond,  Virginia,  and  at  Deep 
Riverand  Dan  River,  North  Carolina,  8.  The  transition  beda  of  Ilayden,' 
'  Theee  will  probably  prove  to  be  Cretaoeoos. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


608  APPENDIX  11. 

ijing  between  the  Upper  Cretaceous  and  the  Lower  Tertiary.  But  what 
are  the  means  by  which  these  and  other  geological  foriwatioiis  can  be  dia- 
tinguished  from  each  other  S  There  are  certain  safe  and  infallible  guides 
by  which  modem  geologists  determine  the  true  order  of  the  arrangement 
of  the  strata  of  the  earth,  or  the  order  in  which  they  were  formed,  and  are 
enabled  to  identify  them  in  different  localities.  The  original  order  of  the 
rock  formations  is  never  reyeraed,  although  sometimes  one  or  even  many 
of  them  are  absent,  "  It  is  a  history,  some  of  whose  leaves  are  certainly 
torn  out."  The  irregular  and  broken  condition,  and  the  changeable,  un- 
certain character  of  the  same  strata  in  different  places,  together  with  other 
insuperable  diffleulties,  have  rendered  it  often  impossible  to  identiiy  them 
by  their  position,  lithological  character,  appearance,  or  composition.  But 
the  animal  life  of  the  globe  has  changed  at  various  periods  in  the  earth's 
history,  and,  as  the  species  of  life  peculiar  to  each  period  was  destroyed, 
it  left  imprinted  in  the  rocks  more  or  less  perfect  images  of  itself. 
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Geology  is  a  history  of  the  former  life  of  the  globe  as  written  in  hiero- 
glyphics upon  the  rocks,  and  is  one  of  the  most  anblime  and  interesting  of 
the  natural  sciences.  The  geologist  repeoples  the  old  rockswhich  were  the 
sand,  clay,  and  soil  of  the  ancient  world,  with  their  former  living  tenants, 
reanimates  their  bones,  makes  them  to  live  and  moTe  before  us,  and  these 
are  the  only  index  by  which  he  has  been  enabled  to  recognize  the  same 
rocks  from  place  to  place  all  over  the  world,  or  those  eijnivalent  in  age. 

A  fossil  is  literally  something  dug  from  the  earth,  and  the  term  is 
applied  to  those  organic  substances  which  hare  become  penetrated  by 
earthy  or  metallic  particles,  and  are  found  in  the  earth  or  rocks.  The 
sand,  clay,  and  pebblesof  which  the  rocks  are  composed,  when  being  moved 
by  currents  of  water,  have  carried  with  them  and  buried  np  fish,  shells, 
plants,  and  animids,  which  existed  when  the  rocks  were  forming. 

As  the  organic  bodies  decomposed,  particles  of  sand,  clay,  iron,  or  the 
surrounding  material,  immediately  took  their  places,  until, the  whole  space 
was  filled  with  new  material,  and  we  find  a  hard  substance  in  the  form  of 
the  original  shell,  fish,  plant,  or  animal,  which,  in  common  language,  is 
called  a  petrifaction.  Paleontology  is  the  science  of  the  fossil  remains  of 
animals  and  plants  now  esrinot.  Those  who  have  never  examined  a  good 
geological  cabinet  have  generally  a  faint  idea  of  the  perfection  in  which 
these  organic  remains  are  preserved,  or  the  beauty  and  surprising  size  and 
curious  character  of  the  fossils.  Large  volumes  of  our  State  Geological 
Reports  are  filled  with  fine  engravings  of  these  "  footprints  on  the  sands 
of  Time,"  which  are  as  useful  as  they  are  ornamental.  They  have  been 
also  appropriately  called  the  "  medals  stmck  by  Nature  to  commemorate 
her  revolutions."  To  which  Huxley  adds :  "As  it  is  the  custom  in  these 
times  to  deposit  the  coins  and  medals  of  the  age  under  the  foundation- 
stones  of  a  building,  so  the  Great  Artificer  has,  as  He  laid  each  course  of 
stone  in  the  world's  foundations,  deposited  coins  and  medals  of  His  strik- 
ing, the  remains  of  the  then  existing  systems  of  organic  life,  the  boaea 
and  shells  of  the  contemporaneous  living  beings,"  Strange  to  say,  the 
fossils  in  every  formation  differ  in  species  entirely,  or  nearly  so ;  or,  are 
found  in  different  proportions  from  those  of  every  other  formation;  and, 
on  the  contrary,  those  of  the  same  formation,  the  world  over,  are  very 
similar  in  genera,  if  not  in  species  although  the  character  of  the  rock  may 
have  changed,  as  fixim  a  sandstone  in  our  Eastern  States  to  a  limestone  in 
the  Western  States,  or  from  the  chalk-beds  of  England  to  the  green  sand- 
stones of  New  Jersey, 

There  are  sntBeient  causes  for  the  wonderful  identity  of  the  fossils  in 
contemporary  rocks  in  the  ancient  geological  formations  when  widely 
separated.  Look  at  the  engravings  of  the  fossil  remains  of  the  true  coal- 
measures  at  Newcastle  in  England,  or  Edinburgh  in  Scotland,  and  you 
find  them  precisely  the  same  as  those  at  Wilkesbarre,  or  Blossburg  in 
Pennsylvania,  in  Tennessee,  in  Illinois,  in  Missouri,  and  in  all  parts  of  the 
world  where  the  Carboniferous  formation  existed.  The  temperature  of  the 
atmosphere  did  not  then  perhaps  depend,  so  much  as  it  does  now,  on  the 
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heat  of  the  aun  or  the  varjing  extent  of  the  continenta,  tut  may  also 
hare  been  affected  by  the  internal  heat  of  the  slowly-cooling  earth. 
There  was  but  one  climate  alt  over  the  parts  of  the  earth  where  coal  is 
now  found,  and  no  changes  of  the  aeaaouB,  and  the  same  mild  temperature 
of  the  ocean ;  aad  hence  the  same  kinds  of  plants  flourished  at  Uie  same 
time  everywhere  on  land,  and  the  same  fish  lired  everywhere  in  the  sea. 

But  paleontology  is  not  a  study  of  mere  curious  acientific  inquiry, 
says  Prof.  Owen;  it  has  alao  its  practical  inferences,  and  these  of  the  most 
important  character,  with  their  direct,  matter-of-fact  bearings.  In  illustra- 
tion of  this  view  of  the  subject,  he  directs  the  attention  of  the  reader  to 
the  fossil  corals  represented  in  one  of  the  plates  of  his  Geology  of  Iowa, 
etc.,  belonging  to  the  sub-carboniferous  limestones  and  near  the  top  of 
the  series,  which  are  always  tinder  the  true  coal-bearing  beds,  never  above 
these  and  included  in  them,  and  nowhere  else.  This  geological  fact  holds 
good  not  only  in  Iowa,  but  throughout  the  entire  range  of  the  sub-car- 
boniferous limestones  in  Indiana,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee.  Innot 
a  single  instance,  from  the  range  of  the  Cumberland  Mountains  on  the  east 
to  the  interior  of  Iowa  on  the  west,  has  a  workable  bed  of  coal  been  dis- 
covered in  a  position  beneath  the  strata  of  limestone  containing  these 
corals.  In  these  organic  remains,  then,  we  find  the  surest,  the  most  im- 
erring  guide  in  the  search  after  this  invaluable  article  of  commerce. 
Without  the  knowledge  of  this  fact,  millions  of  dollars  might  be  expended 
and  have  been  expended  in  fruitless  and  hopeless  mining  operations  after 
geological  incompatibilities. 

The  study  of  Dana's  "  Manual  of  Geology,"  or  his  smaller  work,  the 
"  Test  Book,"  or  some  similar  work  on  geology,  ia  earnestly  recommended 
to  those  who  need  information  on  this  subject.  The  limits  of  this  volum"6 
will  only  admit  of  the  foregoing  list  of  the  geological  formations  in  the 
order  in  which  they  occur,  and  such  discussions  as  relate  to  coal. 

The  preceding  chapter  on  the  origin  of  coal  was  first  given  in  order 
to  show  clearly  that  coal  can  only  be  found  in  those  formations  which  ex- 
isted when  a  portion  of  the  surface  of  the  earth  was  elevated  above  the 
sea,  and  that,  too,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  necessary  for  the  ac- 
cumulation of  the  vegetable  matter  of  which  coal-seams  are  composed.  It 
is,  therefore,  quite  important  to  know  at  what  period  in  the  world's  his- 
tory  laiid-plants  first  appeared,  and  when  the  other  conditions  for  coal- 
making  were  fulfilled.  An  examination  of  any  geological  cabinet,  or  of 
the  engravings  of  the  fossils  which  illustrate  geological  works,  provei 
that,  in  all  the  older  geological  formations,  no  fossils  are  found  but  those 
of  marine  origin.  In  the  Silurian  age  there  has  not  been  found  a  trace  of 
any  land-plants  whatever.  The  Devonian  .age  produced  the  first  ter- 
rene vegetation,  but  no  coal  has  ever  been  found  in  the  Devonian  rocks. 
These  plants  appear  to  have  been  only  a  few  rare  fragments,  riot  at  all 
equalling  in  qnantity  that  of  our  own  time,  much  less  that  of  the  Carbo- 
niferous age,  or  any  in  the  least  resembling  it  in  species,  A  very  extensive 
formation  of  black  slate  occurs  in  the  Hamilton  period,  which  is  now  be- 
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lieved  to  have  originated  anotlier  of  the  important  mineral  productions  of 

In  our  search  for  coal  we  must  now  pause :  for  here  is  something  that 
looks  like  it,  in  the  Marceliua  shale.  This  sliale  hM  a  Jong  range  through 
the  State  of  New  York  from  Lake  Erie  eastward,  and  through  PencsylTa- 
nia  and  Virginia.  Some  portions  of  the  lower  strata  are  black  and  friable, 
containing  some  particles  of  carbon,  derived  from  sea-weeds,  which  made 
these  shales  the  object  of  search  for  coal.  Very  small  quantities  of  coal 
have  been  found  in  them,  which  were  couaideredsure  signs  of  the  existence 
of  large  bodies. 

Sometimes  specks  or  particles  of  coal  have  been  found  in  the  joints  or 
cracks  in  the  rocks.  Borings  hundreds  of  feet-  in  depth  were  made  in 
these  rocks  in  search  for  coal.  Very  black  elate  is  found  mLxed  with 
coaly  material  and  minute  veins  of  coal.  Portions  of  the  shale  are  found 
Lighiy  glazed,  with  here  and  there  an  accumulation  of  coal,  rarely  exceed- 
ing a  few  ioches  in  length,  an  inch  or  so  in  width,  and  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  in  thickness.  The  rocks  are  simply  formed  of  argillaceous  and  cal- 
careous mud,  blackened  with  a  little  carbon  from  a  few  carbonized  sea- 
weeds. Practically,  it  is  not  of  the  slightest  Talue ;  but,  scientifically,  it  is 
highly  interesting  to  us,  as  the  first  indication  of  Nature's  intention  to 
proceed  to  her  great  work  of  coal-making  after  the  formation  of  Ihe  next 
great  sandstone.  It  should  be  remembered  that  there  has  not  been  dis- 
covered in  any  of  the  preceding  rocks  the  slightest  vestige  of  a  terrestrial 
plant,  of  which  the  earliest  fragment  now  occurs  in  the  Marcellus  shales.' 
Although  the  Hamilton  and  Marcellus  shales  contain  merely  traces  of 
land-plants,  and  will  produce  no  coal,  there  is  little  doubt  that  they  are 
de  source  of  that  great  wonder  of  our  age,  petroleum.  The  rock-oil  of 
Canada,  Northwestern  Pennsylvania,  and  West  Virginia,  seems  to  have 
been  generated  by  the  transformation  of  the  organic  matter  in  the  strata 
in  which  it  is  found.  It  is  believed  to  have  been  formed  from  marine 
plants,  just  as  coal  is  derived  from  terrestrial  yegetation.  It  also  requires 
a  basin  form  of  the  rocks  for  its  reception  and  preserration  in  a  body  in  a 
liquid  form ;  but  as  the  basin  in  which  coal  is  found  is  below,  that  required 
for  oil  is  above  or  inverted,  the  oU  having  a  tendency  to  rise  upon  the 
water  as  well  as  from  the  force  of  the  gas  which  accompanies  it.  An  im- 
pervious rock  or  bed  of  clay  over  it  is  therefore  one  of  its  requisite  condi- 
tions.   The  following  is  Prof.  Lesquereux's  account  of  the  ori^nof  petro- 

"  And  what  is  petroleum  or  mineral  oil,  which  is  now  entering  in  our 
civilization,  if  not  as  one  of  its  essential  elements,  at  least  as  one  of  its 
potent  auxiliaries  t  It  is,  like  coal,  the  result  of  slow  maceration  of  plants ; 
with  this  difference,  that,  in  the  formation  of  the  coal,  the  plants  which  en- 
tered into  the  composition  of  the  matter  were  woody  or  fibrous,  and  the 
woody  tissue  cannot  be  destroyed  by  the  slow  process  of  combustion  any 
more  than  it  is  in  burnt  charcoal.  The  plants  which  concurred  to  the 
formation  of  petroleum  were  sea-weeda  or  marine  plants.    These  have  no 


Hosted  by 


Google 


THE  ROCKS  AMONG  WHICH   COAL  B  FOTJND.  613 

fibres,  no  wood  in  their  tissue,  which  ia  merely  cellular;  and  in  their  de- 
composition all  trace  of  this  tiaeue  has  been  destroyed,  and  pure  bitumen 
preserved,  either  by  impregnation  of  shale  or  sandstone,  etc,  or  by  accu- 
mulation in  subterranean  cavities.  It  ia  to  foaail  planta  also  that  we  owe 
the  explanation  of  this  remarkable  procesB  of  mineralization.  Deposits  of 
oil  are  especially  found  in  atrat*  of  the  Upper  Siluiian  and  the  Lower  De- 
Tonian,  and  always  in  connection  with  ahaie  or  limestone,  which  contain  in 
great  quantity  petrified  remains  of  fucoids  or  marine  plants.  The  condi- 
tions bringing  up  an  exuberance  of  vegetation  were  already  at  work  before 
the  Carboniferous  epoch ;  their  action  resulted  in  the  production  of  an  im- 
mense marine  vegetation.  As  Nature  does  nothing  in  vain,  as  she  takes 
care  6f  all  her  materials  and  uses  them,  to  the  mhiutest  dibrU,  she  took 
the  bitumen  away  and '  preserved  it  in  cavernous  recesses  tor  future  use. 
By  the  discovery  of  our  deposits  of  petroleum  we  have  learned  what  had 
been  done  with  the  superabundant  production  of  marine  plants  in  our  old 
geological  epochs.  Coal  and  petroleum  are  found  in  all  the  geological 
formations.  But  since  the  coal  era  the  deposits  of  these  matters  have  be- 
come of  comparatively  rare  occurrence,  and  of  far  less  importance,  their 
value  being  diminished  as  much  bj  the  reduction  of  their  areas  as  by  the 
inferior  quality  of  their  products.  They  now  take  a  nominal  andfar  more 
modest  place  in  the  harmony  of  our  earth's  surfece." 

In  the  Chemung  group  we  find  a  second  symptom  of  coal :  "  Many  of 
the  thin  sandy  layers  of  the  Chemung  groupare  often  almost  covered  with 
small  fragments  of  carbonaceous  matter,  apparently  derived  from  terrene 
vegetation.  These  seem  to  have  been  comminuted  fragments  of  vegetation, 
brought  down  from  the  continents  or  islands  oa  the  east,  and,  bemg  spread 
evenly  over  the  surface  of  water,  were  distributed  widely,  and  deposited 
with  the  sand  and  mud. 

"  AU  facta  of  this  kind  ore  interesting,  as  showing  an  approach  to  that 
period  when  terrene  vegetation  flourished  on  a  grand  scale,  and  in  its 
distribution  gave  origin  to  the  great  coal-measures  of  the  United  States. 
Throughout  all  the  lower  rocks  of  the  New  York  system  there  is  no  evi- 
dence of  terrene  vegetation,  and  consequently  no  proximity  to  coal-bearing 
strata,  and  it  is  only  subsequently  to  the  deposition  cf  the  formations  of 
this  system  that  this  kind  of  vegetation  appears." — (Hail.) 

None  of  these  coal-traces  are  found  ferther  west  than  Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania. Hence,  it  is  inferred  that  the  locality  of  these  carbonized  sea- 
weeds was  somewhere  in  the  East,  whence  they  have  floated  and  settled 
down  with  the  mud  of  the  Chemung  period. 

The  history  of  the  dawn  and  progress  of  land- vegetation  is  thus 
sketched  by  Prof  Lesquereux,  in  Hajden'a  Report  on  the  United  States 
Territories : 

"  As  moat  of  the  strata  composing  the  crust  of  the  earth  have  been 
formed  under  wafer,  and  mostly  contain  remains  of  animals,  especially  of 
mollusks,  geology  receives  from  animal  paleontology  far  greater  assistance, 
ibr  t]ie  detennination  of  the  strata  and  of  their  relative  age,  than  it  can 


Hosted  by 


Google 


814  APPENDIX  II. 

obtain  from  the  stuAj  of  botanical  remains.  Oonaidered  in  this  point  of 
■view,  therefore,  fosail-plantB  appear  of  little  importance.  But  when  we 
cotae  to  demand  from  geology  some  instructione,  some  light  concerning 
the  surface  of  our  earth  at  different  epoehB,  science  can  answer  nothinj;  if 
it  does  not  inquire  into  the  data  furnished  by  botanical  paleontology.  As 
vegetation  is  in  absolute  relation  with  atmospheric  circumstaneea,  the 
fossil  plants  are,  indeed,  the  written  records  of  the  atmospheric  and  physi- 
cal conditions  of  our  earth  at  the  epochs  which  they  represent.  In  the 
Marcellus  shale  of  the  Middle  Devonian,  we  see  ths  first  appearance  of 
vegetation  in  the  fossil  remains  of  large  trunks  of  coniferous  trees  found 
here  and  there  embedded  in  the  shale,  without  any  trace^of  branches  or 
leaves.  The  shale  ala6  contains  a  quantity  of  fish-remains,  and  large 
flakes  of  black,  coaly  matter,  apparently  due  to  the  decomposition  of 
marine  plants.  It  is  an  extensive  formation,  sometimes  a  few  hundred 
feet  in  thickness,  impregnated  with  bitumen,  presenting  everywhere  the 
same  characters.  No  other  trace  of  land-plants  is  left  but  these  large 
fossil  trunks.  Where  was  the  land  then  just  emei^ng  for  the  first  time 
&om  its  marine  cradle  ?  What  was  the  aspect  of  the  landscape  ?  A  black, 
muddy  surface,  covered  with  an  atmosphere  darkened  by  vapors,  where 
nothing  is  distinguishable,  but  perhaps,  at  wide  intervals,  a  group  of  some 
trees  emer^Qg  from  the  muddy  bottom  and  breaking  the  universal  gloom. 
No  trace  of  animal  life  appears  above  the  waters.    Ail  is  dismal  and  silent. 

"  In  the  Upper  Devonian,  the  Chemung,  the  Catskill  group,  and  espe- 
cially the  red  shile  of  the  sub-carboniferous  measures,  largely  developed  in 
the  anthracite  basin  of  the  Appalachian  coal-fields,  the  remains  of  land- 
plants  are  more  frequently  found.  These  are  not  trunks  of  fossil  wood, 
but  rather  leaves  and  branches  of  a  peculiar  type  of  plants,  ferns  with 
flabeilate  leaves,  especially  Noeggerathia,  which  we  do  not  find  in  the  coal- 
measures  ;  and  a  few  stems  of  Lyeopediaceis  and  Bgui»etace<B,  the  first  rep- 
resentatives of  a  class  of  plants  which  constitutes  the  largest  part  of  the 
vegetation  of  the  coal.  Leaves  and  branches  of  the  Upper  Devonian,  and 
Bnb-carboniferous  measures,  are  compressed  between  layers  of  shales,  which 
bear  ripple-marks,  fissures  caused  by  heat,  and  round  prints,  evidently 
fonned  by  drops  of  rain.  If  this  does  not  indicate  a  succession  of  seasons 
of  different  temperature,  it  shows  at  least  a  distinct  atmosphere,  already 
penetrated  by  light,  where  changes  of  temperature  cause  condensation  or 
diffusion — rain,  followed,  perhaps,  by  some  rays  of  sunshine.  Animal  life 
also  appears  at  the  sur^e;  crustaceans  and  lai^  creeping  saurians  slowly 
plough  their  paths  in  the  mud.  Their  traces  have  been  preserved  upon 
the  shales ;  they  indicate  the  first  attempt  at  an  atrial  respiration. 

"  In  the  coal  formations  the  aspect  of  the  landscape  is  totally  changed. 
Everywhere  the  vegetable  life  predominates,  and  attains  its  widest  propor- 
tions ;  all  still  more  or  less  under  the  influence  of  water.  The  emei^d 
land  Is  marked  by  a  succession  of  immense  low  swamps,  whose  aurfece  is 
concealed  under  a  thick  carpet  of  creeping  plants,  which  fill  them  with 
their  debrU.    Where  the  land  has  already  some  fixity,  immense  forests  of 
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large  trees,  mostly  of  the  acrogenoiis  kind,  grow  in  a  dense  maaa,  of  a,  eiza 
and  height' which  compare  with  the  largest  trees  of  onr  time.  They  cover 
the  land  with  a  world  of  vegetation,  which  is  scarcely  now  conceivable, 
even  by  the  wildest  imagination.  All  the  vegetation  ia,  by  its  nature,  ita 
fonn,  its  t«xture,  especially  adapted  to  the  absorption  of  atmospheric 
humidity  and  of  carbonic  acid.  It  is  there  at  work  cleaning  the  atmos- 
phere, in  transfonning  into  woody  fibre  its  surplus  of  water,  and  of  car- 
bonic acid,  and  preparing  it  for  animal  life.  For,  already,  remains  of  sau- 
rians,  scorpions,  insects  of  large  size,  found  in  the  shale  of  the  coal,  indicate 
that  animal  life  has  taken  a  marked  place  on  the  surface  of  the  land.  There 
is  there,  also,  an  evident  distinction  of  seasons  ;  the  layers  of  coal  show 
annual  decay  and  periodical  deposition  of  woody  remains. 

"The  Lower  Permian  has  still  for  its  land-vegetation  many  species  of 
plants  of  the  coal-measures,  but  here  the  conifers  appear,  represented  for 
the  first  time  by  their  leaves  and  branches,  and  are  of  a  peculiar  order. 
The  carboniferous  vegetadon  loses  its  force  by  the  disappearance  of  its 
arborescent  acrogenous  plants.  The  diM)  are  no  more  heaped  in  immense 
deposits,  but  scattered  here  and  there  in  the  shales,  or  forming  by  their 
agglomeration  mere  flakes  of  coal.  This  indicates  an  atmosphere  already 
discharged  of  its  greatest  part  of  carbonic  acid,  and  of  vapors.  The 
Triassic,  which,  with  us  at  least,  touches,  by  the  character  of  its  flora,  to 
the  Jurassic,  has  plants  which,  like  OycaAei^^  rather  indicate  a  warm  than 
a  vaporous  atmosphere.  But  for  this  and  the  following  formations,  the 
Jurassic,  the  data  furnished  by  fossil  plants  on  this  continent  are  too  scant 
to  permit  reliable  conclusions.  We  have  to  pass  to  the  lower  cretaceous 
to  find  abundant  remains  of  land-plants,  and  here  at  once  we  have  a  vege- 
tation absolutely  different  in  its  characters  from  all  that  has  been  seen  be- 
fore. All  the  forms  (the  needle-form  of  leaves)  which  indicate  atmos- 
pheric humidity  have  disappeared  ,■  scarcely  any  conifers  remain,  rery 
few  ferns,  no  trace  of  LycopodiacoB,  but  leaves  of  dicotyledonous  plants, 
representing  already  moat  of  the  genera  of  trees  found  in  our  forests.  The 
vegetation  is  therefore  of  a  kind  known  to  us.  The  atmospheric  circum- 
stances are  then  analogous  to  those  of  our  lime.  We  now  follow  through 
the  Cretaceous  and  Tertiary  formations  merely  modifications  of  species,  dis- 
appearance of  some  forms,  reappearance  of  others,  about  as  we  should 
have  to  do  now  in  studying  our  flora  in  passing  through  a  few  degrees  of 
latitude." 

Two  questions  in  geology  we  have  already  said  are  important  to  our 
subject,  namely,  In  what  rocks  may  coal  be  found,  and  in  rthat  other  rocks 
is  it  never  found  t  The  answers  to  both  are  extremely  important  in  order 
to  prevent  the  useless  exjwnditure  of  time,  labor,  and  money,  in  searching 
for  coal  in  parts  of  the  country  where  it  cannot  possibly  exist.  If  any 
fact  can  be  said  to  be  positively  well  established  in  geology,  it  is  this, 
that  no  coal  has  ever  been  discovered,  and  therefore,  as  diligent  search  has 
been  made,  we  are  justifiable  in  believing  that  none  need  be  looked  for,  in 
any  of  the  rocks  which  are  below  the  Carboniferous  formation. 
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In  the  flnfll  report  of  the  Geological  Survey  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
Pro£  James  Hall  ^ves  the  following  judicious  advice.  All  the  forma- 
tionB  below  the  coal-measurea  are  better  developed  in  that  State,  probably, 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  The  reports  describe  them  all  mi- 
nutely, from  the  Azoic  up  to  the  Carboniferous,  of  which  oaJy  a  projecting 
point  of  the  conglomerate  underlying  the  coai  was  found  extending  a 
short  distance  over  the  State  line  from  Pennsylvania, 

"  Since  it  is  well  ascertained  that  coal  of  the  true  coal  formation  does 
not  exist  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  New  York,  it  may  be  well  to 
state  the  position  in  which  this  mineral  may  be  sought.  Along  the  Hud- 
son and  in  various  parts  of  the  Hamilton,  Portage,  and  Chemung  groups, 
immense  amounts  have  been  expended  in  search  of  coal.  In  the  western 
part  of  the  State  almost  every  rock  containing  carbonaceous  matter  or 
possessing  bituminous  odor  has  been  bored  or  excavated  for  coal.  Black 
slates,  some  of  them  highly  bituminous,  have  been  found,  and  thin  seams 
of  coal  do  sometimes  occur,  but  they  rarely  extend  beyond  a  few  feet,  and 
are  usually  less  than  an  inch  in  thickness.  These  seams  or  strings  of  coal 
are  not  indications  of  its  existence  in  lai^e  beds,  and  the  appearance  of 
the  strata,  though  ever  so  similar  to  that  about  coal-mines,  cannot  alone  be 

"  In  all  the  situations  where  coal-beds  occur  the  shales  and  shaly  sand- 
stones contain  the  remains  of  land-plants  like  ferns,  often  in  great  abun- 
dance; and  the  absence  of  these  in  strata  with  the  occurrence  of  certain 
marine  fossils  may  be  looked  upon  generally  as  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
absence  of  coal.  The  ot^nic  remains  of  these  strata  thus  become  of  the 
ntmost  importance  in  identi^ing  their  position.  Thisnegative  knowledge 
of  the  absence  of  coal  in  any  region  is  of  the  utmost  importance;  for,  al- 
though it  may  not  enrich  the  possessor  as  much  as  a  coal-mine,  it  will 
still  enable  him  to  avoid  a  useless  and  wasteful  expenditure  in  search  of 
that  mineral,  and  set  at  rest  a  vain  expectation  which  has  cost  an  immense 
cspenditure  in  time  and  money.  All  the  workable  coal-seams  of  the  coun- 
try are  confined  to  the  Carboniferous  formation,  and  none  have  ever  been 
known  to  occur  in  the  rocks  previously  described." 

He  then  goes  on  to  describe  the  conglomerate  which  is  found  in  place 
in  Cattaraugus  County,  New  York,  and  consists  of  a  mixture  of  coarse 
Band  and  white  quartz  pebbles,  varying  from  the  size  of  a  pin's-head  to  the 
diameter  of  two  inches,  and  are  generally  oblong  or  a  flattened  egg-shape. 
Only  six  miles  south  of  the  New  York  State  line,  on  a  high  ridge  of  land 
between  the  Alleghany  River  and  the  Conniwango  Creek,  a  bed  of  coal 
lies  upon  tiie  conglomerate,  which  latter  extends  thence  northward  into 
New  York,  its  broken  outliers  appearing  for  10  or  15  miles  north  of  the 
State  line. 

This  conglomerat*  forms  the  margin  and  immediately  underlying  rock 
of  the  coal-measures.  Tracing  it  westward  to  Ohio,  Indiana,  Jllinois,  and 
Kentucky,  and  southward  through  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia, 
we  find  it  holds  the  same  relation  to  the  rocks  of  New  York  and  to  the 
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coal.  In  Ohio  the  absence  of  the  Old  Bed  Sandstone  brings  it  directly  in 
contact  with  the  Chemung  group. 

"  These  facts,"  says  the  learned  professor,  "  are  of  the  highest  interest, 
both  in  an  economic  and  scientific  view,  for,  since  the  extent  of  the  con- 
glomerate is  so  well  marked  and  widely  known,  it  may  in  all  places  be 
relied  upon  aa  indicating  the  proximity  of  coal." 

In  Pennsylvania,  too,  the  hard,  black  mud  of  the  Hamilton  period  has 
been  dug  into  for  coal,  as  Prof.  Lesley  tells  ua,  "in  the  upper  valley  of 
the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill,  and  in  many  other  places  men  have  spent 
years,  long  liyes  in  fact,  in  digging  vainly  into  this  black  slate  for  coal. 
Instances  are  well  known  v/here  fortune  and  reason  have  sunk  together  in 
the  search," 

According  to  Cook's  geological  report  of  Nejv  Jersey,  coal  has  been 
found  in  the  New  Bed  Sandstone  of  that  State  in  seams  from  an  eighth  to 
half  an  inch  thick  in  several  places.  Enough  has  been  seen  to  induce  per- 
sons to  bnre  for  it.  Occasional  layers  of  the  rock  have  been  found  that 
were  dark-colored  and  bituminous,  from  the  presence  of  vegetable  matter 
enough  to  make  the  shaly  rock  give  off  combustible  gas  when  heated. 
These  appearances  have  deceived  many.  The  fossil  plants  found  evident- 
ly belong  to  orders  higher  than  those  of  the  OarboniferouH  age,  and  the 
footprints  found  are  those  of  air-breathing  animals,  probably  of  the 
Beptilian  age. 

The  Triaaaio  or  Bed  Sandstone  formation  contains  the  bituminous  coal- 
beds  of  Bichmond,  Virj^nia,  and  Deep  River,  North  Carolina;  but  in 
New  Jersey  only  thin  seams  have  been  found.  Some  boring  has  been 
done  in  search  for  coal,  but  without  success.  The  country  occupied  by 
this  formation  is  so  cleared  up  and  the  opportunities  for  thorough  explo- 
rarion  of  its  rocks  are  so  good,  and  so  numerous,  that  we  cannot  now  hope 
to  find  any  valuable  coal-beds  in  it. 

Lignite  or  brown  coal  is  found  in  the  plaster  clays  of  New  Jersey, 
Sticks  of  wood  having  the  appearance  of  coal  are  very  common.  This 
fossil  wood  or  lignite  is  combustible,  but  has  not  usually  been  found  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  be  of  much  importance.  Seams  of  it  have  been 
found  18  inches,  and  in  one  locality  even  four  feet  thick.  All  the  attempla 
at  mining  this  coal  have  been  abandoned,  as  might  have  been  anticipated 
by  any  one  acquainted  with  mining  operations  and  the  peculiar  character 
of  the  fuel  obtained. 

The  same  deceptive  appeararces  of  coal  have  been  observed  in  Canada, 
aa  we  are  told  in  their  Geological  Report.  In  the  lower  part  of  the  Gasp6 
sandstones  or  Hamilton  group  in  Canada,  is  a  well-defined  seam  of  coal, 
with  carboniierous  shale,  measuring  together  three  inches.  A  terreatial 
vegetation  prevailed  throughout  the  whole  series,  yet  in  no  other  part  of 
the  thickness  of  7,000  feet  waa  there  observed  a  distinct  seam  of  coal. 
The  same  Upper  Devonian  strata,  in  the  Stat«  of  New  York,  contain,  in 
like  manner,  thin  seams  of  coal  which  are  of  no  economic  importance. 

The  black  shales  of  the  Portage  and  Chemung  group,  in  some  locaHtUs, 
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contain  so  much  oi^anic  matter  as  to  take  fire  and  bum  with  flame,  after 
which  the  color  ia  changed  to  a  brick-red.  This  is  obaeryed  in  the  shingle 
of  the  beach,  which  has  evidently  been  subjected  to  fire,  and  it  is  reported 
by  the  Indians  to  have  continued  burning  for  some  time. 

There  is  not  a  State  in  the  Union  in  which  the  Eamiiton  slate  is  found 
in  which  large  sums  have  not  been  expended  iu  foolish  searches  in  it  for 
coal,  as  has  been  several  times  noticed  in  this  volume. 

From  England  and  other  countries  we  have  the  same  story  of  the  waste 
of  money  and  labor  in  the  foolish  attempt  to  find  coal  in  the  older  rocks. 
Hugh  Miller  tells  us ;  "  The  time  ^d  money  squandered  in  Great  Britain 
alone,  in  searching  for  coal  in  districts  where  the  .■well-informed  geologist 
could  have  at  once  pronounced  the  search  hopeless,  would  much  more 
than  cover  the  expense  at  which  geolo^cal  research  has  been  prosecuted 
throughout  the  world.  There  are  few  districts  in  Britain  occupied  by  the 
secondary  deposits  in  which,  at  one  time  or  another,  the  attempt  has  not 
been  made.  It  has  also  been  the  occasion  of  enormous  expenditure  in  the 
south  of  England  among  the  newer  formations  where  the  coal, .if  it  at  all 
occurs  (for  we  occaBionallj  meet  with  wide  gaps  in  the  scale),  must  be 
buried  at  an  unapproachable  depth.  But  in  all  these  instances  there  are 
strongly- characterized  groups  of  fossils,  which,  like  the  landmarks  of  the 
navigator,  or  the  findings  of  bis  quadrant,  establish  the  tme  place  of  the 
formation  to  which  they  belong.  Like  the  patches  of  leather,  of  scarlet 
and  of  blue,  which  mark  the  line  attached  to  the  deep-sea  lead,  they  show 
the  various  depths  at  which  we  arrive." 

Thus  much  epace  has  been  given  to  this  Subject  in  the  hope  that  some 
reader  of  these  pages  may  be  thereby  spared  the  disappointment  and  loss 
attending  fruitless  efforts  to  find  coal  in  rocks  where  science  and  experi- 
ment have  proved  that  it  does  not  exist.  In  many  cases  the  warning  will 
be  unheeded,  forthousands  will  learn  nothing  but  in  the  expensive  school  of 
their  own  experience.  The  most  costly  sacrifices  are  always  offered  to  the 
false  gods.  Those  to  ignorance  and  folly  far  surpass  all  that  have  ever 
been  made  to  science. 
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Thb  mere  buying  and  sejling  of  coal  do  not  differ  from  the  traffic  in 
any  other  coarse  commodity.  The  term  coal-trade,  however,  is  here  used 
in  its  more  extended  sense,  as  including  all  the  branches  of  business  coH' 
nected  with  the  producing,  the  transportation,  and  the  selling  of  coal. 
Many  companies,  as  well  as  individuals,  ^vho  have  engaged  in  this  business, 
have  been  unsuccessful.  It  is,  therefore,  quite  important  to  know  how 
they  might  have  succeeded.  A  correct  knowledge  of  the  true  principles 
relating  to  any  branch  of  business  is  indispensable,  and  in  none  is  it  more 
important  than  this. 

The  requirements  which  constitute  a  valuable  coal  property,  and  asnc- 
cessful  coal-trade,  may  be  briefly  summed  up  ia  a  good  quality  of  coal, 
in  sufficient  quantity,  cheapness  and  regularity  of  production,  cheapness 
|nd  sufficiency  of  transportation,  a  good  market,  sufficient  capital,  and 
good  management.  Here  are  nine  conditions  which  lie  at  the  foundation 
of  the  coal-trade ;  all  of  them  are  essential  to  success,  but  some  of  these 
terms  should  be  understood  relatively.    Let  us  examine  them  in  detail : 

1.  Coal  may  be  of  a  good  quality,  commercially,  in  Missouri  or  Illinois, 
where  there  is  none  better  to  be  had,  or  where  its  cheapness  protects  it  from 
competition  trom  better  and  more  expensive  coal,  while  it  would  not  bo 
worth  mining  in  Pennsylvania.  The  good  or  valuable  quality  of  coal,  too, 
depends  on  the  uses  to  which  it  is  applicable.  For  example,  one  that 
answers  only  for  domestic  or  household  use,  or  for  making  gas,  must  be 
withiu  a  cheap  distance  of  a  considerable  population  which  needs  it,  and 
a  coal  that  is  only  useful  for  manufacturing  purposes  is  only  valuable  in  a 
manufacturing  country,  or  within  a  cheap  distance  of  it.  In  every  point 
of  view  a  good  quality  of  the  coal  is  a  tundamental  condition,  and  nothing 
will  fully  compensate  for  the  want  of  it.  In  America  especially,  people 
will  buy  the  best  fuel  that  can,  be  had ;  a  low  price  weighs  but  little  against 
poor  quality,  and  no  prudent  man  should  attempt  to  work  a  mine  of  poor 
coal,  to  be  placed  in  competition  with  a  fall  supply  of  a  good  quality,  with- 
out expecting  to  sell  his  commodity  at  even  a  lower  rate  than  its  relative 
value  would  seem  to  require.  This  is  especially  true  of  domestic  coal,  as 
diown  in  the  universal  use  of  anthracite  wherever  it  can  possibly  be  bad, 
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and  of  coals  adapted  to  special  uaes,  such  as  Cumberland  and  Blosabui^, 
and  the  gaa-coals  of  Western  Pennsylvania.  The  growth  of  the  antJira- 
cite  trade  to  19,000,000  tons  within  fifty  years,  it  having  nearly  doubled 
in  amount  for  each  of  the  last  ten  years,  is  chiefly  owing  to  its  excellent 
quality.  It  is  true  its  vicinity  to  the  seaboard  market  -affordiiig  abundant 
and  cheap  transportation,  and  the  cheapness  of  its  production,  were  great 
advantages,  but  back  of  all  these  was  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  fuel,  wMcb 
liaa  created  for  it  a  market  at  every  hearth,  and  made  it  the  basis  and 
creator  of  niany  of  our  great  manufacturing  interests. 

80,  too,  the  growth  of  the  Cumberland  coal-trade  to  neoily  3,000,000 
tons,  situated  as  the  region  is,  so  far  inland,  306  miles  by  railroad  from 
Baltimore,  and  191  miles  by  canal  itom  Alexandria,  and  all  of  it  carried 
to  tide-water,  is  a  conspicuous  example  of  what  can  be  done  with  coal  of 
a  good  quality.  The  Blossbucg,  Mclntyre,  and  Towanda  coal-trade,  which 
was  1,403,531  tons  in  1873,  sold  wholly  in  the  State  of  New  Torfe  west  of 
the  Hudson  River,  and  in  the  Western  States,  and  some  of  it  finding  its 
way  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  but  chiefly  used  in  the  interior  for  steam,  for 
rolling-mills,  and  blacksmithing,  is  an  instance  of  the  value  of  particular 
qualities  in  coal,  which,  until  the  growth  of  manufacturing  and  the  use  oi 
steam  called  for  them,  were  of  little  or  no  value. 

It  would  be  a  very  instructive  lesson  to  those  who  are  capable  of  being 
taught  wisdom  by  the  history  of  the  past,  to  look  over  the  reports  of  the 
multitude  of  ooal-companies  which  have  at  various  times  been  formed, 
and  to  see  the  large*  fortunes  which  have  been  spent  in  most  of  our  coal- 
regions  in  opeaing  mines,  *buitding  canals  and  railroads,  and  other  prepa- 
rations for  an  extensive  coal-trade  which  never  was  obtained.  While  it 
is  very  easy  to  fail  from  the  want  of  any  of  the  conditions  above  named, 
as  well  as  from  some  other  causes,  yet  it  will  be  very  often  found  that  the 
want  of  coal  equal  in  quality  to  the  best  offered  in  the  market  has  been 
a  very  fruitful  cause  of  failure. 

3.  The  suflicient  quantity  above  mentioned  depends  on  the  expendi- 
ture of  capital  required  to  develop  the  coal  and  place  it  in  market,  Bucli 
as  the  cost  of  opening  the  mines,  of  building  railroads,  and  similar  circum- 
stances, which  will  readily  suggest  themselves  to  every  one. 

3.  The  cheapness  of  mining  (and  the  same  remark  applies  to  trans- 
portation) depends  not  on  the  actual  or  nominal  sum  paid,  but  on  the 
price  received  for  the  coal  as  compared  with  its  co'it,  and  the  capital 
invested,  and  the  cost  of  living  generally.  Wages  which  would  be  very 
high  now,  would  have  been  cheap  during  the  late  war,  when  coal  brought 
a  good  price.  In  the  production  of  coal  from  the  mine  there  are.  after 
the  mine  is  opened,  four  important  items  of  expense,  the  cutting  or  mining 
of  the  coal,  getting  it  out  of  the  mines,  including  breaking  and  cleaning 
it  ready  f()r  use,  keeping  the  mines  secure  and  free  from  water,  and  sup- 
plying them  with  fresh  air.  The  first  two  are  obvious  to  every  one;  but 
those  who  are  unacquainted  with  mines  have  no  proper  idea  of  how  much 
it  coats  to  keep  the  miner's  feet  dry,  and  to  supply  him  with  air  to  breathe. 
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4.  Irregularity  of  production  haa  been  so  ruinoua  to  those  who  have 
Buffered  from  long  strikes,  aa  U  very  obvious,  especially  to  all  operators  in 
anthracit«  coa),  that  it  would  be  improper  to  dwell  at  length  on  so  painfiil 
&  subject. 

5.  Tranaportatwn. — Coal  which,  from  its  location,  is  without  any  mar- 
ket in  its  vicinity,  and  without  any  means  of  transportation  to  a  distant 
market,  is  of  no  present  commercial  value;  and,  for  our  purposes,  may  be 
allowed  to  pass  as  a  part  of  the  great  stock  of  fuel  laid  aside  for  posterity. 
Our  own  sliare  is  that  which  can  be  brought  within  reach  of  the  consumer. 
In  regard  to  cheapne^  of  transportation,  it  should  be  noticed  that,  in 
trade,  distances  must  be  computed  by  dollars,  and  not  by  miles.  From 
Buffalo,  New  York,  to  Chicagd,  Dlinoia,  the  distance  by  the  lakes  is  more 
than  a  thousand  miles.  But  anthracite  and  Blossburg  coal  are  there  caiv 
ried  by  tens  of  thousands  of  tons,  for  fifty  cents  per  ton ;  sometimes  for 
forty,  and  it  has  seldom  coat  over  one  dollar  previous  to  the  year  1873. 
On  the  other  hand,  coal  was  for  many  years  reshipped  from,  canal-bofttg 
into  railroad-cars  at  Cayuga  Bridge,  and  sent  to  Auburn,  New  York,  by 
rwl,  a  distance  of  eleven  miles,  at  a  cost  of  eighty-five  cents  per  ton.  There- 
fore, commercially,  these  two  places  are  farther  apart  than  Buffalo  and 
Chicago,  where,  geographicaUy,  the  distance  is  one  hundred  times  aa 
great.  Similar  instances  may  be  seen  in  the  ease  of  cheap  water  transpor- 
tation on  the  Erie,  the  Baritan,  and  other  large  canals,  and  in  coastwise 
freights  by  vessels,  as  compared  with  railroad  charges.  The  longer  the 
distance  by  the  same  mode  of  carriage,  the  cheaper  is  the  cost  per  mile,  as 
less  time  is  lost  at  the  end  of  the  route  in  a  given  time,  in  loading  and 
discharging.  Grades  on  railroads  and  locks  on  canals  are  also  involved 
in  the  question  of  time  occupied,  and  labor  to  be  performed ;  and  another 
point  is,  whether  or  not  the  transporter  has  a  return-freight.  The  cost  of 
the  railroad  or  canal,  on  which  cost  dividends  must  be  paid,  is  involved 
in  the  question  of  the  proper  cost  of  transportation.  Competition  among 
transporters,  in  the  absence  of  combinations,  reduces  prices ;  but  a  monop- 
oly of  transportation  is  not  necessarily  attended  with  high  rates,  if  the 
transporter  is  governed  by  enlarged  and  comprehensive  views  of  busi- 
ness, and  aims  at  a  large  tonnage,  which,  at  low  rates,  is  better  for  him. 
than  a  smaller  tonnage  at  a  higher  rate.  The  multiplication  of  roads  or 
avenues  to  market  is  not  necessarily  an  advantage,  as,  by  dividing  among 
several  the  work  which  could  have  been  done  cheaper  bj  one,  the  cost  ot 
doing  it  is  actually  increased  by  the  employment  of  an  unnecessary  amount 
of  labor,  machinery,  and  capital,  all  of  which  must,  in  the  end,  be  paid  for 
in  some  way  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  coal.  Tlie  regularity  of  the  supply 
of  freight  for  transportation  throughont  the  year  is  an  important  consid- 
eration ;  as,  otherwise,  the  transporter  must  be  compensated  in  his  charges 
for  the  time  his  labor  and  the  facilities  he  has  provided  are  not  employed. 

6.  A  auffieieaey  of  transportation  is  not  the  least  of  the  many  impor- 
tant requirements  of  this  trade.  Nothing  is  more  common  than  for  com- 
panies and  individnals,  embarking  in  this  precarious  business,  to  be  tb- 
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ined  by  the  want  of  sufficient  transportation  alone,  when  all  the  other 
conditions  are  fulfilled.  Our  country  is  large,  our  ctistomers  are  found  at 
distancea  of  hundreds,  and  sometimes  thousands  of  miles,  and  our  coal 
must  be  taken  to  them.  These  excessive  distances  to  where  the  coal  is  to 
be  consumed  is  one  of  the  most  important  elements  in  the  business.  How- 
ever strong  jou  may  be  in  other  respects,  if  jou  are  weak  in  transportation 
you  never  can  succeed.  Scarcely  any  other  article  which  is  transported  la 
flo  heavy  according  to  its  value  ;  the  profits  on  each  ton,  at  best,  are  but 
email ;  and  you  must,  therefore,  have  ample  means  of  transportation,  to  fill 
your  orders  whenever  the  demand  may  arise,  or  you  will  make  no  money. 

7,  The  market  for  coal  may  be  said  to  be  good,  when  it  absorbs  at  a 
good  pnilit  all  that  is  produced ;  or,  in  other  words,  there  should  be  a 
demand  for  a  sufficient  quantity,  and  at  a  remunerative  price.  Many  a 
mine  has  been  opened,  railroads  and  canals  built,  and  the  proprietors  have 
only  discovered,  when  they  have  carried  their  coal  into  the  market,  that  it 
was  not  wanted.  The  first  Lehigh  coal  sent  to  Philadelphia,  in  the  year 
1803,  being  considered  worthless,  was  broken  np,  and  used  on  the  ade- 
walks;  and  when  Charles  Miner  sent  his  first  ark-load  of  the  saine  coal  to 
market  in  1814,  which  cost  him  $14  per  ton,  the  experiment  was  almost  as 
unprofitable.  This,  in  a  less  exaggerated  form,  has  been  the  experience 
of  almost  every  pioneer  in  the  coal  business.  Sometimes,  the  selling  agent 
of  the  first  shipments  has  been  obliged  to  tell  the  customers  what  the 
was,  as  well  as  to  instruct  them  how  to  bum  it.  As  a  rule,  the  early  coal- 
miners  were  unfortunate,  or  were  obliged  to  wait  for  years  until  a  markei 
was  created,  and  a  demand  sprung  up  for  their  production.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  a  demand  exist,  the  market  may  be  fully  supplied  by  others  who 
consider  that  the  trade  which  they  have  built  up  belongs  to  them,  and, 
from  an  excessive  production,  a  competition  immediately  arises  which 
reduces  the  price  below  a  paying  rate.  Competition  for  the  market  is 
another  source  of  the  niin  which  has  often  attended  the  coal-trade.  This 
is  an  exceedingly  important  branch  of  this  subject.  There  are  two  points 
to  it :  what  is  now  done  to  prevent  competition,  and  what  it  is  right  to 
do,  having  a  proper  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  public.  It  is  often  said, 
that  prices  shonid  only  be  regulated  by  the  law  of  supply  and  demand ; 
but  experience  shows  that  they  are  also  infiuenced  by  other  considerations ; 
for  example,  the  weakness  and  folly  of  the  seller.  Against  these  he  en- 
deavors to  guard  himself^  by  combinations  with  those  of  the  same  trade, 
in  one  form  or  another. 

As  human  nature  is  everywhere  the  same,  we  fibd  that  in  England,  at 
a.  very  early  period,  to  prevent  the  ruinous  competition  among  those 
engaged  in  selling  coal,  an  association  of  the  coal  operators,  called  the 
"  limitation  of  the  vend,"  was  formed  in  1771,  and  continued  till  1845,  in 
order  to  regulate  the  quantity  of  coal  produced,  so  that  a  remunerating 
price  could  be  procured.  Another  part  of  the  system  was  the  buying  up 
of  coal-lands  or  the  privilege  of  mining  the  coal,  and  paying  an  annual 
royalty,  although  no  coal  is  mined,  in  order  to  prevent  the  market  from 
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being  demoralized  by  new  operators  through  their  ftnxiety  to  sell  their 

In  this  country  the  same  purpose  is  more  effectually  accomplished,  by 
the  consolidation  of  the  coal-business  in  the  hands  of  a  few  large  com- 
panies incorporated  by  law,  with  power  to  hold  large  liodies  of  coal-land, 
to  mine  and  sell,  and  in  some  cases  to  buy  and  deal  in  coal,  to  build  rail- 
roads and  transport  coal  to  market.  Wliile,  in  the  districts  where  a  large 
number  of  individuals  are  mining  and  selling  coal,  nothing  is  seen  but  a 
succession  of  failures,  and  frequent  long  suspensions  of  business,  on  the 
other  hand,  these  large  corporations  are  successful,  and  the  districta 
where  their  operations  are  conducted  are  highly  prosperous.  Thousands 
of  industrious  persons  find  constant  employment,  in  a  thousand  dif- 
ferent vocations,  all  founded  on  the  coal-trade.  The  general  results  are 
obviously  beneficial  to  tha  public  interests.  Individuals  may  com- 
plain that  they  are  deprived  of  their  natural  rights,  in  being  practically 
unable  to  mine  their  coal,  send  it  to  market,  and  sell  it  as  thej  think 
proper,  and  tliat  they  are  obliged  to  sell  their  coal  to  the  large  compa- 
nies. But  the  reply  is,  "  Youhavetheright  to  buildarailroad  toNew  York 
or  elsewhere,  and  can  procure  the  same  corporate  rights  for  yourself  as 
these  companies  enjoy." 

These  associations  of  individuals  have  a  right  to  the  exclusive  enjoy- 
ment of  the  Iruits  of  their  own  united  capital,  whether  expended  in  a 
coal-mine  or  a  railroad.  In  this  country,  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  can- 
not otherwise  be  obtained,  to  develop  on  a  proper  scale  our  great  coal- 
mines, transport  the  coal  those  long  distances  to  market,  and  furnish  the 
large  amount  of  necessary  working  capital.  In  one  of  our  finest  coal- 
fields, that  of  Schuylkill  County,  the  system  of  having  the  transportation 
in  the  hands  of  a  company,  and  the  coal  all  mined  by  individuals  and 
firms,  proved  an  utter  failure,  and  appearances  indicate  that,  before  long, 
all  the  branches  of  the  business  will  be  conducted  by  a  single  company, 
which  now  owns  fl5,689  acres  in  the  first  and  second  coal-fields. 

The  preventing  of  injurions  competition  is  not  here  stated  as  the  ob- 
ject in  view  in  the  forming  of  the  large  coal  companies  referred  to,  but 
only  as  one  of  the  incidents  attending  them.  And  now  the  question 
arises,  How  do  they  affect  the  public  interests? 
gerous  and  oppressive  monopolies,  which  may  us 
an  extravagantly  high  price  for  their  coal  ? 

It  would  be  useless  to  discuss  this  question,  il 
panics  have  become  one  of  our  established  institutions;  the  advantages 
they  offered  for  the  development  of  the  material  interests  of  the  country 
were  believed  to  outweigh  any  danger  from  a  monopoly  in  anthracite,  es- 
pecially as  it  is  impossible  that  any  such  monopoly  can  also  be  obtained 
of  our  boundless  fields  of  bituminous  coal. 

But  what  has  been  the  practical  working  of  the  system  9 

Aa  a  general  rule,  there  is  nothing  so  useful,  that  is  furnished  so  cheap- 
ly m  America,  as  coaL    Where  the  anthracite  trade  is  in  the  hands  of 
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large  companies,  as  in  New  York  City,  Syracuse,  Rochester,  and  Buffalo, 
coal  ia  retailed  at  nearly  the  wholesale  prices,  and  the  fluctnations  in.  prices 
are  leas  than  under  the  competition  system,  where  the  dealer  must  indem- 
nify himself  for  severe  losses,  when  coal  is  run  down  below  a  paying  rate, 
by  excessive  prices  when  an  opportunity  offers.  The  man  of  means  then 
buys  his  year's  stock  of  coal  at  the  lowest  rate,  and  the  poor,  who  must 
buy  in  smaller  quantities,  must  pay  for  the  coal  of  their  wealthier  neigh- 
bors. The  large  coal  companies  are  confident  in  the  strength  of  their 
position,  their  interests  are  identical  with  those  of  their  customers,  or,  ia 
a  large  consumption,  they  can  make  large  expenditures  to  cheapen  the 
production,  transportation,  and  selling  expenses,  and  can  and  do  sell 
cheaper  than  if  the  business  were  more  divided. 

8.  Coital. — The  expenditure  of  capital  required  in  the  coal-business 
is  enormous,  and  for  the  risks  run,  and  amount  of  bold  enterprise  exhib- 
ited in  opening  mines,  building  railroads,  canals,  docks,  aud  a  thousand 
other  ways,  this  great  trade  has  received  less  reward  in  this  country  than 
any  other  branch  of  business.  Of  conree,  men  have  made  niohey  in  buy- 
ing and  selling  coal,  as  they  have  in  lumber,  cotton,  grain,  or  stocks. 

No  reference  is  here  made  to  coal  aa  an  article  of  traffic,  but  only  to  its 
sale  by  the  producer.  Aa  a  general  rule,  the  first  stock  or  the  original 
capital  expended  by  firms  or  coal  companies  has  been  totally  lost,  and 
only  some  fortunate  successor,  who  has  purchased  the  property  at  a  frac- 
tion of  its  original  cost,  has  made  dividends.  The  history  of  the  coal- 
trade  of  Schuylkill  County,  Pennsylvania,  with  its  numerous  failures, 
during  the  last  forty  years,  would  prove  the  above  to  be  but  a  feeble  and 
inadequate  statement  of  facts.  Even  most  of  the  large,  and  now  wealthy 
corporations  engaged  in  mining,  transporting,  or  selling  coal,  have  gone 
through  seasons  of  difficulty  verging  on  bankruptcy,  and,  while  the  com- 
panies have  survived  and  retrieved  their  fortunes,  many  unfortunate  stock- 
holders have  lost  heavily  in  those  investments.  This  has  been  chiefly 
owing  to  (he  want  of  sufficient  capital.  The  building  up  of  the  present 
coal-trade  has  been  a  work  of  rime,  and,  besides,  the  business  is  of  a  very 
complicated  and  extensive  character.  Prom  the  first  esplorarion  of  a 
tract  of  land  in  search  of  coal,  down  to  the  receiving  of  the  money  aris- 
ing from  its  sale  to  the  consumer,  is  a  long  account,  containing  numerous 
items,  every  one  of  them  being  a  charge  of  money  expended  in  large 
sums.  The  credit  side  is  but  a  single  item,  arrived  at  after  a  long  time, 
through  the  successful  working  of  a  very  complicated  and  extensive  series 
of  machines,  each  of  which  must  act  with  the  greatest  precision,  or  a 
failure  is  the  result. 

9.  This  brings  us  to  consider  the  ninth  and  last  division  of  this  sub- 
ject. Not  only  are  many  undertakings  of  this  kind  begun  unwisely 
prematurely,  or  without  sufficient  capital,  but  they  are  sometimes  very 
badly  managed.  Persons  engaged  in  other  kinds  of  business  are  attracted 
by  the  idea  of  dig^ng  untold  wealth  out  of  the  ground,  and  rashly  in- 
vest their  money,  without  the  slightest  knowledge  of  a  single  branch  of 
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the  coal-buainess.  Ita  management  is  perhaps  confided  to  men  equnlly 
ignorant  of  their  duties,  and  incapable  of  learning,  or  who  acquire  their 
education  at  the  expense  of  their  employers,  by  costly  experiments.  The 
extensive  mining  operations  of  this  country,  the  great  railroads  iiiTolving 
the  expenditure  of  millions,  or  even  the  mercantile  branch  of  this  impor- 
tant trade,  cannot  be  properly  conducted  by  men  totally  ignorant  of  every 
one  of  the  arts,  sciences,  professions,  and  pursuits  involved,  or  without 
calling  to  their  aid  those  who  are  qnalified.  The  mere  physical  prere- 
quisites above  enumerated  are  cot  more  necessary  than  those  of  a  moral 
and  intellectual  kind,  good  management,  education,  the  necessary  talents 
for  busineas,  knowledge  of  ita  details,  experience,  and  akiU,  combined 
with  industry,  energy,  and  integrity.  It  has  been  often  argued  that  indi- 
viduals can  managa  the  coal-business  better  than  corporations.  No  donbt 
an  individual  may  be  able  to  economize  in  a  limited  business  within  his 
own  oversight  better  than  oiBcers  working  for  salaries  uauaily  do.  But 
it  is  seldom  that  individuals  possessing  the  necessary  capital  have  also 
the  business  qualifications  and  experience  above  described,  and  are  willing 
to  apply  themselves  cJosely  to  bnsineaa.  It  would  be  aajing  too  much  to 
aeaert  that  corporations  alwaya  sncceed  in  getting  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place,  but  when  they  do  not  it  is  their  own  fault,  as  tliey  have  the 
opportunity  to  aelect  agents  fitted  for  every  duty,  and  the  succeas  of  some 
of  them  is  no  doubt  owing  to  their  securing  to  their  service  the  best  abiii- 
tiea  for  each  particular  branch  of  their  business. 

But,  unproiitable  aa  it  is  sometimes  to  the  producer,  the  public  are  al- 
ways benefited  by  coal-mining.  Without  following  it  out  in  its  more  re- 
mote bearings,  its  more  immediate  results  are  the  distribution  among  the 
people,  for  labor  and  provisions,  of  an  amount  of  money  equal  to  the  cost 
of  raising  and  transporting  the  coal  to  market,  thus  affecting  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  country.  The  formation  of  a  home  market  for  all  the 
produce  of  the  country,  the  employment  of  numerous  tradesmen,  mer- 
chants, fermers,  and  all  their  familiea,  and  the  general  improvement  of 
all  the  surrounding  country  in  value  and  property,  ia  the  result.  The 
anthracite  coal  alone  mined  in  1872  did  not  cost  less  than  $70,000,1)00 
by  the  time  it  was  delivered  to  the  customers.  All  of  this  money  is 
the  result  of  productive  industry,  and  that  sum  was  added  to  the  wealth 
of  our  people.  But  it  would  be  impossible  to  describe  the  vast  number 
of  persons  who,  directly  and  indirectly,  are  indebted  to  this  great  inter- 
est, not  only  for  the  comforts,  but  the  very  necessaries  of  life,  food,  fuel, 
raiment,  and  shelter. 

It  is  sometimes  useM  to  put  together,  in  a  methodical  form,  obvious 
fects  like  the  foregoing,  which  are  intended  to  show  how  many  and  how 
minute  are  the  circumstances  requiring  to  be  attended  to,  in  order  to  se- 
cure success  in  the  coal-trade. 
40 
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Our  taak  is  not  finiahed  when  our  coal  is  discovered  in  the  ground, 
mined,  carried  to  market,  and  sold.  The  success  of  the  business  depends 
on  ita  intrinsic  value,  and  proper  application  for  the  useful  purposes  of 
life.  There  is  scarcely  an;  thing  that  is  so  much  wasted  as  fu^,  and  there 
is  no  better  field  for  scientific  discovery  and  mechanical  improvement  than 
in  the  combustion  of  coal.  It  would  be  taking  a  very  narrow  view  of  the 
subject  to  suppose  that  it  ia  to  the  interest  of  the  producers  of  coal  that 
it  should  be  wasted,  for  experience  has  proved  that  every  improvement 
which  has  aided  in  economizing  fuel,  and  thus  adding  to  the  power  and 
real  value  of  coal,  has  increased  the  consumption,  and  thus  benefited  the 
pTodncer  as  well  as  the  consumer.  The  improvements  made  by  James 
"Watt  increased  the  power  of  the  steam-engine  seventy-five  per  cent,  with 
the  same  amount  of  fuel.  This  brought  the  engines  into  more  general  use, 
and,  instead  of  lessening,  it  increased  the  demand  for  coal  a  hundred-fold. 
Bo,  too,  the  application  of  the  hot-hlast  to  furnaces,  in  1830,  and  every 
other  improvement  tending  to  cheapen  the  production  of  manufactures  by 
saving  a  large  portion  of  the  fuel,  have  so  increased  the  various  kinds  of 
manufacturing  busings  that,  instead  of  saving  it,  they  have  invariably 
led  to  an  increased  demand  for  coal,  which  is  the  food  and  life  of  industry. 

In  almost  every  important  kind  of  manu&cture,  heat  is  one  of  the 
principal  agents  employed,  so  that  the  cost  of  fuel,  in  many  cases,  deter- 
mines the  cost  of  production.  Every  other  mode  of  obtaining  power  has 
proved  to  be  more  costly  than  the  use  of  steam  from  the  combustion  of 
coal,  and  tlie  improvement  of  the  methods  of  burning  it,  so  as  to  obtain  a 
greater  degree  of  power  from  the  fuel  used,  is,  therefore,  one  of  the  moat 
important  subjects  which  can  engage  the  attention  and  occupy  the  ene^ea 
of  a  manufacturing  and  commercial  peopie.  It  can  easily  be  made  evident 
that  there  is  yet  an  opportunity  for  introducing  more  economical  methods 
of  consuming  ftie!,  and  the  man  who  shall  effect  it  will  certainly  deserve 
the  gratitude  of  every  consumer  and  producer  of  coal.  The  history  of 
improvements  shows  that  many  of  them  have  been  made  by  those  of  dif- 
ferent callings  from  those  they  have  improved.  Perhaps  some  one,  who 
has  never  burnt  coal  on  a  large  scale,  may  first  see  the  way  of  cor- 
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reeling  our  'ricious  methoda— his  mind  being  free  from  the  dominion  of 
erroneous  habite.  As  this  is  a  acientiflc  subject,  the  writer  wOl  not  in- 
dulge in  any  crude  and  delusive  speculations  of  hia  own.  The  following 
principles  ari,  compiled  Irom  the  latest  scientific  works  on  the  subject, 
which  he  has  merely  digested  and  arranged  ;  and  they  will  be  found  to  be 
supported  by  the  best  authorities  ; 

The  important  artificial  source  of  heat  with  which  we  are  concerned, 
the  combustion  of  coal,  is,  like  many  others,  a  chemical  combination.  It 
will  illustrate  it  to  refer  to  animal  heat,  which  is  also  of  chemical  origin. 
The  carbon  and  hydrogen  of  our  food  are  placed  in  the  presence  of  the 
atmospheric  osygen  in  our  lungs,  in  the  act  of  respiration,  and  thus  chem- 
ical combinations  are  eflected  in  our  blood,  attended  with  the  disengage- 
ment of  heat.  Anima!  heat  is  thus  generated  by  slow  combustion,  through 
the  process  of  breathing.  We  inspire  oxygen,  and  exhale  carbonic  acid 
and  vapor,  and  the  corporal  mass  undergoes  a  corresponding  diminution 
for  each  definite  quantity  of  carbon  and  hydrogen  that  leayes  the  body. 
This  loss  is  replaced  by  the  reception  of  food.  If  the  person  performs 
some  labor,  the  consumption  of  osygen  and  the  reduction  in  weight  are 
more  sensible.  Part  of  the  oxygen  is  spent  in  the  production  of  the  labor 
or  mechanical  effect,  and  a  part  only  in  the  production  of  animal  heat,  al- 
though the  latter  is,  no  doubt,  augmented  through  the  accelerated  breath- 
ing and  mote  rapid  pulsation. 

The  l/wming  of  eoal  being,  as  already  stated,  strictly  a  chemical  pro- 
cess, the  principles  of  that  science  must  be  applied  to  it.  Combustion,  in 
this  sense,  is  the  chemical  union  of  the  combustible  with  oxygen,  attended 
When  coal  is  analyzed,  it  is  found  to  consist 
s  carbon  and  hydrogen— which,  for  heating 
purposes,  are  its  only  valuable  constituents.  It  also  contains  others  which 
are  of  no  value,  and  from  which  no  ingenuity  can  generate  heat,  such  as 
earthy  matter  which  remains  in  the  form  of  ashes,  or  sand  and  clay,  which 
form  clinker,  etc.  No  heat  can  be  developed  from  coal  without  oxygen, 
which  must  be  furnished  from  the  atmosphere.  A  definite  quantity  of 
oxygen  must  be  furnished  for  a  definite  qutuitity  of  hydrogen,  also  a  defi- 
nite quantity  of  oxygen  for  a  fixed  quantity  of  carbon,  or  the  proper  chem- 
ical combination  wU!  not  take  place.  Here,  then,  are  tliree  elements  for 
the  production  of  heat ;  two  of  them,  the  carbon  and  hydrogen,  cost 
money,  while  Nature  fteely  furnishes  the  osygen  everywhere ;  yet,  strange 
to  say,  there  is  scarcely  a  coal-fire  where  a  large  portion  of  the  two  expen- 
sive elements  are  not  wasted  for  the  want  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  the 
third,  which  costs  nothing.  In  recent  times,  great  improvements  have 
been  made  in  the  lamp,  by  the  proper  admission  of  air,  thus  producing 
improved  combustion.  The  same  thing  should  be  done  for  the  stove  and 
furnace,  for  the  same  chemical  and  mechanical  principles  apply.  When 
the  draft  of  a  stove  or  fiimace  is  closed,  or  when  the  fire  is  covered  with 
asiies  or  fine  coal,  to  use  a  common  expression,  the  fire  is  said  to  be 
emothered.    Unfortunately,  nearly  every  fire  is  more  or  less  smothered,  so 
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far  as  utilizing  the  fuel  ia  concenaed,  by  an.  insufficient  supply  of  air.  It 
should  be,  first,  distinctly  understood  that  neither  carbon  nor  hydrogen 
is  in  itself  combustible :  but  that  their  combustion  is  their  chemi- 
cal union  with  oxygen,  and  that,  to  utilize  these  valuable  materials,  they 
must  be  properly  brought  together,  and  in  exactly  the  proper  proportions. 
For  example,  coal,  containing  carbon  and  hydrogen,  is  thrown  into  an  air- 
tight iron  retort  in  a  gas-house,  and  subjected  to  the  heat  of  a  fire  be- 
neath i  but  neither  the  hydrogen  nor  carbon  ia  consumed,  from  the  want 
of  the  necessary  oxygen — they  are  merely  separated ;  the  carbon  is  after- 
ward removed  from  the  retort  in  the  form  of  coke,  whUe  the  gas  has 
paased  into  the  receiver,  and  is  afterward  consumed  by  combining  with 
the  oxygen  of  the  atmosphere  in  the  gas-burner. 

The  process  of  burning  coal  may  be  first  briefly  and  generally  de- 
scribed thus :  Before  coal  can  be  consumed  it  must  be  decomposed,  just  as 
it  is  in  the  gas-house.  Nature  first  proceeds  to  analyze  it,  after  it  is  thrown 
on  the  fire,  by  separating  tlie  hydrogen  which  it  contains  from  the  carbon. 
The  hydrogen,  having  a  stronger  affinity  for  oxygen  than  carbon  has,  hastens 
forward,  as  it  were,  carrying  some  carbon  with  it,  and  is  first  consumed  in  a 
gaseous  state  by  uniting,  at  a  proper  temperature,  with  its  proper  proportion 
of  oxygen,  and  forming  water,  which  passes  oiF  as  aqueous  vapor  or  steam 
from  the  chimney.  The  carbon,  or  cote,  having  waited  its  turn,  is  ailer- 
ward  consumed  in  a  solid  state,  by  also  effecting  a  chemical  uninn  with 
oxygen,  and  fonning  carbonic-acjd  gas,  which  passes  off  in  the  same  way. 
In  burning  coal,  which  contains  hydrogen  and  carbon,  then,  the  object  to 
be  attained  ia  to  convert  the  former  into  water  or  steam,  and  the  latter 
into  carbonic-acid  gas ;  and,  to  effect  these  purposes,  a  rery  great  quantity 
of  air  is  required,  inasmuch  as  the  atmosphere  is  largely  diluted  with  ni- 
tjogen,  four-fifths  of  its  volume  consisting  of  this  other  material,  which 
is  a  hindcrance  for  our  purpose.  By  weight,  the  proportions  of  the  at- 
mospheric air  are  J|-  of  nitrogen,  while  only  ^  of  its  weight  is  oxygen  ; 
or,  77  per  cent,  of  nitrogen,  and  33  per  cent,  of  oxygen.  We  must, 
therefore,  ftimish  five  cubic  feet  of  air  to  get  one  cubic  foot  of  oxygen  ; 
or,  by  weight,  36  pounds  of  air  to  get  8  pounds  of  oxygen.  Besides  this, 
the  nitrogen  in  the  air  enlbarrasses  the  contact  of  the  oxygen  with  the 
combustible  matter,  and  it  also  appropriates  a  part  of  the  heat  created 
by  the  chemical  combination. 

It  should  also  be  understood  that  if  the  supply  of  oxygen  is  insuffi- 
cient the  wrong  gas  is  formed,  which,  as  it  is  a  combination  wilh  a  less 
quantity  of  oxygen,  develops  less  heat,  and  consequently  a  great  waste 
of  the  heating  power  of  the  fuel  ensues;  and,  further,  that  neither  oxy- 
gen and  hydrogen,  nor  oxygen  and  carbon,  unite  readily  or  in  mass,  as  in 
that  case  an  open  fire  would  be  the  best,  but  only  by  atoms,  or  particle  by 
particle.  They  require  time  to  nnite  if  brought  together  in  large  qnanti- 
tiea.  Oxygen  is  not  the  supporter  of  combustion,  as  Is  often  said,  for  a 
jet  of  oxygen  can  be  burned  in  a  vessel  of  hydrogen,  as  well  as  hydrogen 
in  a  vessel  of  oxygen.     Oxygen  is  the  great  destroyer  or  transformer  of 
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matter,  and  is  kept  in  check  ty  the  nitrogen,  from  wasting  away  too  rap- 
idly all  the  substances  with  which  it  combines.  By  the  union  of  pure 
oxygen  gas  and  hydrogen,  platinum  can  be  melted,  which  cannot  be  done 
by  any  blast  of  atmospheric  air.  But  oxygen  gas  is  difficult  and  espen- 
sive  to  manufacture. 

As  this  is  an  extremely  important  subject,  let  us  again  examine  each 
of  these  several  procbssea  which  take  pla«e  in  burning  coal,  in  their  or- 
der, and  more  particularly,  and  gire  the  precise  quantities  of  each  re- 
quired to  produce  perfect  combustion,  omitting,  however,  some  unimpor' 
taut  details.  This  perfect  combustion  may  be  defined  to  be  the  chemical 
combination  of  the  hydrogen  and  carbon  in  the  coal  with  the  largest  meas- 
ure of  oxygen  with  which  it  is  capable  of  uniting, 

■When  fresh  coal  is  thrown  on  a  fire,  the  temperature  decreases,  and  if 
it  is  under  a  boiler  the  steam  goes  down,  because  a  part  of  the  heat  is  ab- 
sorbed in  volatilizing  or  generating  the  gas  from  the  coal,  just  as,  in.  the 
gas-house,  a  fire  is  required  under  the  retorts,  to  separate  the  gas  for  il- 
himinating  purposes  from  the  coal.  This  is  a  very  cooling  process,  and 
the  heat  so  absorbed,  as  well  as  that  expended  in  dispelling  the  moisture 
in  the  coal,  may  be  considered  as  lost.  The  amount  of  loss  from  hygromet- 
ric  moisture  is  given  in  the  chapter  on  Illinois,  page  43i.  The  eomparative- 
Ij  small  heating  power  of  the  highly-bituminous  coals,  as  shown  by  John- 
Eon's  experiments,  page  160,  is  chiefly  referable  to  the  loss  of  heat  in  evolv- 
ing the  gases,  for  their  theoretical  hgating  power  is  greater  than  the 
semi-bituminoua  or  anthracites,  but  practically  it  is  much  less.  As  the 
hydrogen  gas  is  separated,  atmospheric  air  must  be  admitted,  in  order 
tliat  it  may  be  converted  into  aqueous  vapor  or  steam  by  the  union  of  the 
oxygen  and  hydrogen  gas.  As  you  buy  your  coal  by  weight,  and  yoii 
know  the  percentage  of  hydrogen  it  contains,  we  must  now  learn  the  pro- 
portions by  weight  of  oxygen,  and  how  much  air  is  required.  These  pro- 
portions, chemists  say,  are  one  of  hydrogen  to  eight  of  oxygen,  by  weight; 
but,  as  only  ^  of  the  air  by  weight  is  oxygen,  we  must  fumbh  83 
pounds,  or  478J-  cubic  feet,  of  air  for  every  pound  of  hydrogen. 

Next,  the  carbon  must  combine  with  osygen,  so  as  to  form  carbonic- 
acid  gas,  and  these  must  be,  by  weight,  in  the  proportion  of  six  of  car- 
bon vapor  to  sixteen  of  oxygen;  and  the, volume  of  atmospheric  air 
which  contains  16  pounds  of  oxygen  is  estimated  at  000  cubic  feet  at  or- 
dinary temperature,  or  150  cubic  feet  for  each  pound  of  coal. 

As  the  hydrogen  separates  from  the  coal,  however,  it  carries  with  it  a 
portion  of  the  carbon,  in  the  proportion  of  one-fourth  of  a  pound  of  hy- 
drogen to  three-fourths  of  a  pound  of  carbon,  forming  a  gas,  called  car- 
buretted  hydrogen,  every  pound  "of  which  requires  18  pounds,  or  239J- 
cubic  feet,  of  air.  This  carbon  is  liberated  when  the  hydrogen  and  oxygen 
form  steam,  and  unites  with  oxygen,  if  It  be  present,  and  forms  carbonic 
add  or  carbonic  oxide,  according  to  the  quantity  of  oxygen;  or,  if  there 
be  no  oxygen,  the  carbon  pa^es  off  as  smoke.  Smoke  is  not  gas,  bat  Ma- 
consumed  carbon  mised  with  or  carried  by  steam. 
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The  tables  of  analjeis  of  coak  generally  give  the  percentage  of  volatila 
matter  they  contain,  which  includes  not  only  the  hydrogen,  but  also  a 
certain  amount  of  oxygen,  nitrogen,  water,  etc.  But  we  may  auppose  that 
a  good  quality  of  bituminous  coal  contains  five  per  cent,  of  hydrogen  and 
eighty  per  cent,  of  carbon.  In  a  ton  of  coal,  the  100  pounds  of  hydrogen 
will  carry  off  300  pounds  of  the  carbon,  and  make  400  pounds,  or  10,000 
cubic  feet,  of  carburetted  hydrogen,  and  require  7,200  pounds,  or  95,700 
cubic  feet,  of  atmospheric  air.  The  remaining  1,300  pounds  of  carbon 
require  3,466  pounda,  or  195,000  cubic  feet,  of  tdr;  or  in  round  numbers 
the  ton  of  coal  requires  nearly  300,000  cubic  feet  of  atmoSpheric  air,  or  150 
cubic  ieet,  for  each  pound  of  coal 

The  heating  power  of  coal  may  be  measured  by  the  quantity  of  osygen 
with  which  it  combines,  and  not  by  the  quantity  of  carbon  merely,  as  is 
often  said;  and,  as  hydrogen  combines  with  three  times  as  much  oxygen 
as  carbon  does,  it  follows  that  the  heating  power  of  bituminous  coal  con- 
taining hydrogen  and  carbon  ia  theoretically  much  greater  than  anthra- 
cite, which  ia  nearly  all  carbon.  We  refer  here  to  the  intrinsic  heating 
value  of  the  coal;  for,  in  practice,  such  are  the  defective  methods  in  use, 
and  so  large  a  portion  of  the  gases  is  wasted,  that  the  difference  in  the 
common  mode  of  burning  coal  is  much  less  than  their  composition  indi- 
cates. The  great  success  of  the  semi- bituminous  coala  for  steam  purposes 
may,  perhaps,  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  they  contain  such  a  moderate 
amount  of  hydrogen  that,  while  it  gives  rapidity  and  intensity  to  the 
combustion,  yet  a  larger  portion  of  this  important  constituent  can  be 
utilized  with  our  imperfect  methods,  and  there  is  less  waste  of  the  gases 
than  in  the  use  of  bituminous  coala  containing  a  larger  quantity. 

Now  let  us  inquire.  What  are  the  consequences  if  an  insufficient  sup- 
ply of  oxygen  is  furnished  ?  The  heating  power  of  coal,  as  was  said  be- 
fore, depends  on  the  quantity  of  osygen  with  which  it  will  combine  in 
combustion.  Now,  osygen  will  combine  with  carbon  or  hydrogen  in  cer^ 
tain  fixed  and  definite  proportions,  and  no  others.  "With  carbon  it  will 
only  unite  in  two  proportions  in  a  furnace  or  Are ;  forming  carbonic-acid 
gas  when  it  is  furnished  as  before  mentioned,  in  the  proportion  o:  16  of 
oxygen  to  six  of  carbon  by  weight.  If  the  proportional  quantity  of 
oxygen  is  in  the  least  degree  less  than  that,  another  gas  ia  formed,  called 
carbonic  oside,  which  consumes  only  half  the  quantity  of  oxygen  that  car- 
bonic-acid gas  requires.  That  is,  carbonic  oxide  is  formed  of  these  gases, 
in  the  proportion  of  sis  of  carbon  to  eight  of  osygen ;  and  carbonic-acid 
gas  in  that  of  six  of  carbon  to  18  of  oxygen.  Here  the  consequence  ia 
evident,  that  but  half  the  heating  power  of  the  carbon  is  developed, 
unless  the  whole  is  obtained.  You  get-the  half  or  the  whole.  There  ia 
no  intermediate  proportion.  But  the  invisible  carbonic- oxide  gas  is  of 
the  same  bulk  or  volume  as  carbonic  acid,  and  passes  off  from  the  flre  of 
ft  furnace  through  the  chimney,  producing  no  better  draft  than  carbonic- 
acid  gas  would  have  done,  giving  the  impression  that  all  heat  has  been 
extracted  and  made  available,  while  really  the  fuel  is  wasted,  as  trul;  aa 
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if  a  certain  portion  of  the  coal  were  throTra  out  of  the  window.  Dis- 
tinguished diemists  have  demonstrated  mathematically  that  the  ioaa  of 
heating  power,  when  carbon  is  burned  to  carbonic  oxide,  and  escapes  from 
the  chimney  in  that  form,  really  amounts  to  67  per  cent.  There  are,  in 
fact,  two  distinct  operations — one  of  supplying  oxygen  to  the  solid  carbon 
resting  on  the  grate-bars,  and  the  other  of  supplying  it  to  the  gas  gener- 
ated in  the  upper  part  of  the  furnace;  and  injurious  consequences  en- 
sue from  compelling  tbe  whole  supply  of  air  to  pass  through  tlie  ash- 
pit, and  through  the  solid  carbon.  After  the  air  has  entered  the  flro 
through  tlie  grate,  and  imparted  its  oxygen  to  the  carbon  and  formed  car- 
bonic-acid gas,  this  gas  at  a  high  temperature  passes  on  upward  through 
the  burning  coal,  and  takes  np  an  additional  quantity  of  carbon,  equal 
to  what  it  had  before,  making  12  of  carbon  to  16  of  oxygen,  or  carbonic 
oxide;  instead  of  six  of  carbon  to  16  of  oxygen,' or  carbonic  acid.  Thus 
lieat  is  absorbed,  and  a  portion  of  the  carbon  is  worse  than  lost.  The 
common  kerosene,  or  argand  lamp  gives  more  light  than  a  candle,  be- 
cause the  air  in  small  jets  not  only  comes  in  contact  with  its  exterior, 
but  is  allowed  to  enter  the  middle  of  a  circular  wick,  whereby  a  great- 
er surface  is  presented  to  the  air,  and  more  accessible  points  of  contact 
obtained.  This,  then,  must  be  done  in  a  fiimace,  or  fire,  under  a  boiler; 
the  air  must  be  introduced  in  small  jets  into  the  bod}'  of  gas  immedi- 
ately above  the  fire.  They  do  not  mix  readily,  and  Uiey  must  therefore 
be  brought  together  in  as  small  quantities  or  jets  as  possible,  at  the  sur- 
face of  the  fire,  so  that  as  many  atoms  as  possible  of  each  gain  access  to 
the  other.  The  whole  question  of  combustion  of  gaseous  fuels  turns  up- 
on the  admission  and  mixture  of  air,  each  atom  of  which  must  join  its 
proportion  of  gas. 

In  combustion,  it  seems  atmospheric  air  is,  in  all  cases,  the  heaviest 
ingredient.  To  convert  the  hydrogen  gas  into  water,  oxygen  is  required, 
weighing  eight  times  as  much  as  the  hydrogen ;  and,  to  procure  it,  atmos- 
pheric air  is  required,  weighing  36  times  as  much  as  the  hydrogen.  Tliis, 
it  win  be  noticed,  is  more  difiicult  than  in  the  case  of  the  carbon  or  coke, 
where  the  relative  proportions  are  less.  To  convert  the  carbon  into  car- 
bonic acid  requires  six  pounds  of  carbon  to  16  of  oxygen,  and  half  that 
quantity  of  oxygen  to  produce  carbonic  oxide.  Every  consumer  of  coal 
should  understand  this,  not  as  a  curious  scientific  fact,  but  as  a  serious, 
practical  reality,  involving  dollars  and  cents.  For  every  pound  of  coat 
you  buy,  you  must  furnish  atmospheric  air  in  the  proportions  above  stated, 
according  to  its  constituents.  That  this  quantity  of  air  can  be  introduced 
through  the  grate-bars,  and  through  the  body  of  coal  upon  them,  so  as  to 
produce  perfect  combustion,  is  a  physical  impossibility,  "As  well,"  says 
Williams,  "  might  you  expect  air  would  pass  through  the  lungs  of  one 
human  being,  and  yet  contain  the  necessary  quantity  of  oxygen  for  the 
support  of  life  in  several  persona."  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  tho 
obtaining  of  the  largest  measure  of  heat,  from  any  weight  of  coal,  depends 
exclusively  on  the  introduction  of  the  air  in  proper  quantity  and  maniter, 
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inasmuch  as  neither  carbon  nor  hydrogen  is  fuel,  but  only  their  mistnre 
with  osygen  produces  heat.  With  the  multiplicity  of  furnaces,  boilers, 
stores,  and  other  heating  apparatus  in  use,  it  would  be  useless  to  attempt 
to  give  precise  forms  or  dimensions.  Every  man  will  indulge  his  own 
fancy  as  to  these. '  AH  we  can  do  is  to  lay  down  general  rules  and  prin- 
ciples. 

After  arranging  for  the  proper  admission  of  a  supply  of  air  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  produce  perfect  combustion  of  the  coal,  the  nest  questioB  ia 
how  to  generate  the  largest  amount  of  heat,  and  to  transmit  or  apply  it  so 
that  it  may  be  absorbed,  or  so  applied  as  to  produce  the  largest  rolume 
of  steam,  iw  other  heating  effect.  For  these  purposes,  the  area  of  the  grat«- 
bara  should  not  be  too  lai^e,  and  must  at  all  times  be  well  and  uniformly 
covered.  If  attention  ia  not  paid  to  preserving  a  uniform  depth  of  coal 
and  sufficient  bodyof  fu6l  on  the  bars  when  the  charge  is  nearly  exhausted, 
or  begins  to  bum  in  holes,  the  air  passing  through  the  fuel  in  masses,  or 
streams,  a  cooling  effect  is  produced  injurious  to  the  generation  and  com- 
bustion of  the  gases.  The  chamber  part  of  the  furnace  above  the  coal,  to 
be  occupied  by  the  gases,  requires  room  for  their  rapidly-enlarging  volume, 
and  must  not  be  too  smaU.  It  should  not  be  simply  for  the  combustible 
gas  to  pass  through  it,  but  a  chamber  in  which  the  gases  are  generated, 
separated,  and  brought  in  contact  with  the  osygen,  and  thus  conihustion 
effected.  In  nearly  all  furnaces,  the  chamber  is  made  too  restricted  and 
too  shallow.  Flame  will  not  pass  through  a  small  flue  (Davy's  safety- 
lamp  is  founded  on  this  principle),  and  must,  therefore,  have  a  sufficient 
distance  to  run  before  it  reaches  the  flue,  to  consume  the  gases. 

This  is  an  important  and  almost  universal  mistake.  The  constructing 
of  furnace  or  boiler  chambers  so  shallow,  and  narrow,  appears  (a  have 
arisen  from  the  idea  that  the  nearer  the  body  to  be  heated  was  brought  to 
the  source  of  heat,  the  greater  would  be  the  quantity  received.  When  a 
bar  of  iron  is  to  be  heated  in  a  foi^e  without  regard  to  the  quantity  of 
heat  wasted,  when  time  is  more  important  than  coal,  direct  contact  is 
necessary.  But,  when  you  desire  to  obtain  all  the  heat  that  can  be  pro- 
duced by  the  combustion  of  all  the  fuel,  absolute  contact  with  flame  should 
be  avoided.  "This  can  be  easily  proved,"  says  Dr.  Ure,  "by  placing  a 
cup  containing  water  over  the  fiameof  acandle  a  little  aboveitaapes.  The 
flame  continues  its  brightness  and  size,  and  will  continue  to  keep  the  water 
boiling.  Then  lower  the  cup  into  the  middle  of  the  flame,  when  the  can- 
dle will  lose  its  brightness,  become  dull  and  smoky,  covering  the  bottom 
of  the  cup  with  soot,  and  the  ebullition  will  cease  from  the  imperfect 
combustion."  The  flame  of  a  candle,  or  of  a  eoal-fire,  is  only  on  the  ex- 
terior portion  of  the  ascending  gas,  although  it  looks  like  a  solid  body  of 
flame.  All  within  is  unconsumed  gas  rising  in  its  turn  to  unite  with  the 
osygen  of  the  air.  The  heat  of  a  flame  depends  oa  its  mass.  The  large 
bodies  of  flame  in  your  furnace  only  hum  on  the  outside,  and  must  have 
space  for  nil  their  parts  to  receive  air.  If  they  come  in  contact  with  the 
boiler,  or  any  colder  body,  it  will  refrigerate  the  flame,  and  prevent  that 
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rapid  combustion  of  the  fuel  so  eaaential  to  the  maximum  production  ot 

The  notion,  that  the  gases  of  coal  are  consumable  by  coming  in  contact 
witb  a  body  of  glowing  coaU,  is  altogether  erroneoua.  Gases  may  be  de- 
composed, but  cannot  be  consumed  by  any  possible  degree  of  heat.  Com- 
bustion is  their  union  with  oxygen.  All  the  gas  is  manuiacturpd  in  every 
gas-house  in  a  hot  retort,  but  cannot  possibly  bo  burnt  there  until  it  has 
access  to  the  oxygen  of  the  Mr,  Mechanical  contriTances  for  introducing 
the  coal  into  the  flre  from  below  will  answer  to  preserre  a  uniform  pressure 
of  steam  in  a  boiler,  but  they  cannot  in  any  way  increase  the  heating 
power  of  the  fuel. 

The  introduction  of  hot  air  does  not  increase  the  intensity  of  combus- 
tion. Ill  a  blast-furnace,  cold  air  chills  the  hot  iron  before  the  oxygen  has 
united  with  the  carbon  of  the  coal.  No  more  units  of  heat  are  erolved, 
but  the  combustion  is  confined  to  the  more  immediate  yicinity  of  the 
tuyferes.  Hence,  the  hot-blaSt  is  a  saying  of  fuel  in  that  instance.  If,  how- 
ever, the  oxygen  of  the  air  has  first  united  with  the  coal,  the  temperature 
produced  would  be  the  same  whether  the  air  had  been  hot  or  cold ;  just 
as  powder  will  explode  as  well  whether  it  be  hot  or  cold.  Air  in  the 
gaseous  form  cannot  increase  its  latent  heat.  Besides,  heated  air  expands, 
and  contains  no  more  oxygen  than  when  cold,  and  more  of  it  in  volume 
is  required,  when  heated,  to  furnish  a  given  quantity  of  oxygen.  Con- 
deiised  is  better  than  expanded  air.  This  is  one  reason  why  a  fire  bums 
better  on  a  cold  day — becanse  the  same  quantity  contains  more  oxygen. 

OonsumtTig  smoke  is  another  error.  There  can  be  no  such  thing.  Smoke 
can  be  prevented  by  the  proper  admission  of  air,  and  thus  producing  per- 
fect combustion ;  but,  when  smoke  is  once  produced,  it  can  never  be  burnt, 
or  converted  to  heating  purposes.  Smoke  owes  its  existence  to  unbumt 
matter,  and,  like  carbonic  oxide,  is  the  product  of  an  imperfect  combustion. 
It  is  a  very  common  error  to  suppose,  as  the  inexperienced  are  apt  to 
do,  that  the  heat  is  all  obtained  and  used,  and  there  is  no  loss  of  iiiel, 
when  no  smoke  appears  to  pass  from  the  chimney,  as  in  burning  coke  or 
anthracite  coal.  On  the  contrary,  even  in  burning  coke,  or  when  bitumi- 
nous coal  has  been  burnt  down  to  a  clear,  red  fire,  or  in  burning  anthracite 
coal,  which  is  nearly  ail  carbon,  although  the  combustion  on  the  grate 
may  appear  to  be  perfect,  and  little  or  no  red  flame  be  produced,  and  no 
Hinoke  whatever  made,  there  may  be  a  great  amount  of  useful  heat  lost, 
owing  to  the  formation  of  carbonic  oxide,  or  carburetted  hydrogen,  which, 
not  finding  a  fresh  supply  of  air  at  the  proper  place,  necessarily  passes  off 
unbumt.  The  volume  of  flame  at  the  top  of  rolling-mill  chimneys  is 
caused  by  these  unconsumed  gases  which  pass  up  the  chimney,  not  as  a 
body  of  flame,  but  just  as  they  would  through  a  gas-pipe,  and  burst  into 
flame  on  reaching  the  oxygen  of  the  air.  Carbonic-oxide  gas  is  invisible, 
inodorous,  tasteless,  and  therefore  gives  no  evidence  of  its  presence,  in 
passing  <mt  of  the  chimney.  It  might  be  added  that  it  is  poisonous ;  in 
the  highest  degree  injorious  to  health  if  allowed  to  escape  in  small  qnan- 
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titiea  from  the  fire  in  a  dwelling,  and  fatal  to  life  in  large  quantities.  The 
ehort  bine  flame  on  an  anthracite  fire  is  carbonic  oxide.  Bituminous  oial- 
flres  are  less  dangerous  in  tiis  respects  Numerous  deaths  from  charcoal 
fires  in  close  rooms,  or  from  anthracite  coal-fires  with  dampers  in  the 
Btove-pipes,  'are  caused  by  this  deleterious  gas.  It  is  inodorous,  and  there- 
fore the  presence  of  a  little  sulphur  ia  the  coal  alono  serves  to  indicate 
its  presence.  Headaches,  and  other  injuries  to  health,  arc  of  frequent 
occurrence  from  this  insidious,  unseen,  unknown  cause.  They  are  some- 
times erroneously  attributed  to  the  dryness  of  the  atmosphere,  whereas 
dry  air  is  not  injurious,  not  even  that  of  deserts.  But  heated  iron  has  no 
power  to  abstract  moistitre  from  the  air.  Tho  air  becomes  hotter,  but  not 
drier.  Air  can  hold  more  water  as  invisible  vapor,  as  it  becomes  hotter  iu 
the  direct  ratio  of  its  temperature,  but  the  same  air  heated  contains  the 
same  moisture  it  had  before.    The  injury  to  health  is  from  inhaling  poi- 

Where  perfect  combustion  takes  place  by  the  fire  being  furnished  with 
the  proper  quantity  of  air,  there  will  be  no  soot  or  smoke  produced,  H^ow, 
it  will  be  observed  that  the  best  gas-coals  make  the  most  anioke,  as  is  seen 
at  Pittsburg  and  Cincinnati,  where  coals  are  used  contaiiiicg  a  large 
amount  of  gas.  The  reason  of  this  is,  because  hydrogen  has  a  greater 
afSnity  for  oxygen  than  carbon  has,  requiring  three  times  as  much  of  it 
by  weight.  The  hydrogen,  tlierefore,  greedily  rushes  forward,  and  seizes 
on  all  the  oxygen  that  is  offered,  and  even  then  it  oiten  has  not  enough; 
while  the  carbon,  being  disengaged  from  the  hydrogen,  having  no  share  of 
the  limited  supply  of  osygen,  assumes  its  original,  black,  solid  state,  is 
thrown  out  as  coke  with  the  ashes,  the  fire  being  constantly  supplied  with 
more  hydrogen  in  fresh  coal,  or  part  of  it  becomes  pulverulent,  and  passes 
off  as  smoke  and  soot. 

If  too  much  air  is  introduced,  smoke  is  also  produced.  There  is  a 
proper  temperature  required  in  the  gas  when  the  air  is  introduced,  other- 
wise tlie  union  of  the  oxygen  of  the  air  will  not  take  place,  and  smoke 
will  be  formed.  The  dark-yellow  vapor,  rising  from  heated  coal  when 
fi^sh  coal  is  put  on  a  fire,  however,  is  caused  by  sulphur,  or  earthy  im- 
purities in  the  coal.  The  appearance  or  non-appearance  of  visible  smoke 
is,  therefore,  no  test  of  the  perfect  combustion  of  coal.  On  the  contrary, 
quite  a  large  volume  of  black  smoke  may  indicate  the  loss  of  a  compara- 
tively small  quantity  of  fuel.  Smoke  is  unconsumed  carbon,  it  is  tine  ; 
but,  as  we  know  that  a  few  drops  of  ink  will  blacken  many  gallons  of 
water,  so  much  more  the  steam  or  white  aqueous  vapor,  which  must  pass 
from  every  chimney  burning  coal  that  contains  any  hydrogen  gas,  can  be 
easily  blackened  by  a  very  small  quantity  of  carbon,  A  ton  of  bituminous 
coal  properly  burnt  produceshalf  a  tonof  water,  which  passes  off  as  steam ; 
an  enormous  volume,  which  a  very  little  carbon  will  blacken  into  smoke. 

In  the  Report  of  the  Roya!  Commission,  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
subject  of  coal  in  England,  it  is  stated  that  the  highest  practical  result 
which  has  been  realized,  in  burning  coal,  is  less  than  one-eighth  of  tha 
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theoretical  value  of  coal,  and  this  without  counting  tlie  impurities  of  or- 
dinary coal,  which  cannot  be  taken  at  less  than  10  per  cent.  The  theo- 
retic effect  of  a  pound  of  coal  is  to  lift  10,800,000  pounds  one  foot  high. 
In  practice,  the  same  weight  of  coal,  applied  in  the  beat  engines,  raises 
1,100,000  pounds  one  foot.  The  very  highest  practical  result  which  has  been 
attained  is  1,300,000,  or  under  one-eighth,  without  counting  the  impurities 
in  the  coal.  There  are  two  sources  of  loss:  first,  in  generating  the  ateam 
or  in  burning  the  fuel,  which  ia  done  at  a  disadvantage  where  practically 
a  pound  of  fuel  does  not  evaporate  more  than  seven  pounds  of  water, 
whereaa  the  theoretic  duty  ought  to  be  about  13  pounds ;  the  second  loss 
of  heat  ia  in  the  condenser,  which  throws  off  an  amount  of  heat  which 
might  be  developed  to  a  great  extent  in  producing  force  by  expansion.  But, 
if  we  take  all  sorts  of  steam-engines,  the  actual  realized  effect  of  the  coal 
would  be  about  one-third  of  that  stated  above,  or  about  one-thirtieth  of 
the  whole  theoretic  value  of  coal.  The  chief  loss  in  a  high-temperature 
furnace  is  through  the  serviceable  heat  carried  away  by  the  chimney ;  an- 
other important  loss  is  through  the  unconsumed  gases,  a  third  through  un- 
combined  oiygen,  and  a  fourth  through  radiation. 

The  greatest  improvements  made  in  modern  times  in  the  several  meth- 
ods of  manu&cturing  iron  consist  in  the  greater  economy  in  fuel ;  one  of 
the  best  of  these  is  the  improved  heating-fiimaces  of  0.  W.  Siemens,  of 
England.  These  regenerative  furnaces  consist  of  three  parts.  The  first 
of  these  parts  ia  the  gas-producer,  or  apparatus  for  converting  the  solid 
fuel  bodily  into  a  gaseous  fuel.  Secondly,  the  apparatus  consists  of  the 
regenerators  or  snok  chambers  filled  with  fire-brick,  piled  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  a  current  of  air  or  gas  passing  through  them  is  broken  into  a 
great  number  of  parts,  and  is  checked  at  every  step  by  the  interposition 
of  an  additional  surface  cf  fire-brick.  Four  such  chambers  are  placed  be- 
low the  furnace,  and  the  currents  of  gas  and  air  can  be  directed  by  suit- 
able reversing  valves  either  upward  or  downward  through  these  cham- 
bers. The  third  essential  part  of  the  arrangement  is  the  heated  chamber, 
or  furnace  proper,  in  which  the  work  is  intended  to  be  accomplished, 
which  commnnicatcs  with  two  of  these  generative  chambers,  and,  in  direct- 
ing currents  of  gas  and  air  through  the  latter,  the  two  gaseous  streams 
meet  on  entering  the  heated  chamber  where  they  are  ignited.  The  current 
then  passes  out  through  the  two  remaining  regeneratorsj  and  heats  them 
in  such  a  manner  that  their  checker-work  of  fire-brick  is  heated  to  nearly 
the  temperature  of  the  furnace,  whereaa  those  from  which  the  current 
comes  are  becoming  less  and  less  heated,  and  the  products  of  combustion, 
being  absorbed  in  the  receiving-chamber,  escape  into  the  chimney  com- 
paratively cool.  In  the  course  of,  say,  an  hour,  the  currents  are  reversed, 
and  the  air  and  gases,  by  cioaing  and  opening  the  valves,  are  caused  to 
pass  through  the  two  chambers  which  had  just  been  heated,  take  up  the 
heat  there  deposited,  and  pass  into  the  furnace  proper  where  the  work  ia 
to  be  done,  and  pass  out  into  the  other  two  chambers,  which  have  now  in 
torn  become  the  receiving-chambers  to  be  heated, 
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By  this  process,  tweiye  hundred- weight  of  ordinary  coal  snfficea  to 
melt  a  toa  of  steel ;  whereas,  in  the  ordinary  furnace  at  ShetSeld,  about 
three  tons  of  Durham  coke  are  necessary  to  accomplish  the  same  end.  In 
the  manufacture  of  iron  and  other  work,  better  results  in  every  respect  are 
attained,  but  the  comparative  economy  ia  less  than  where  very  high  tem- 
peratures are  rcqnired. 

Thomaa  Eussel  Crampton  testified  before  the  Boyal  Commission  as  to 
an  improved  method  he  had  contrived  for  producing  perfect  combustion 
of  coal  by  discharging  it  in  a  powdered  condition  into  the  fire  by  a  cur- 
rent of  air.  The  ordinary  condition  of  burning  fuel  is  the  evolving  of 
first  the  hydrogen,  and  afterward  the  carbon  or  coke,  and  mixing  them  in- 
timately with  a  given  quantity  of  oxygen  from  the  atmospheric  air.  To 
obtain  perfect  combnstion,  time  is  required,  or  the  gases  must  be  intimate- 
ly mised.  In  doing  this  in  the  ordinary  way  on  a  grate,  the  air  passing 
through  the  bars  takes  its  chances  of  being  mixed ;  the  process  is  uncertain 
and  irregular.  Yon  cannot,  in  feeding  a  fire,  arrange  the  interstices  of 
the  fuel  perfectly  eveu,  the  bars  cannot  be  regularly  covered,  and  the  re- 
Bult  is  that,  with  a  given  space  in  the  chambei',  gases  are  evolved  at  dif- 
ferent rates,  since  the  interstices  in  the  fuel  vary  considerably.  You  have 
sometimes  not  sufficient  air  passing  through  the  interstices,  and  at  other 
times  it  passes  through  unconsumed.  Too  much  oxygen  entering  the 
utilizing  chamber  injures  the  iron  you  are  heating  or  welding,  besides 
causing  a  waste  of  fuel. 

The  machinery  used  for  burning  pulverized  coal  is  merely  an, ordinary 
fan-blower.  The  air  is  blown  into  a  small  brick  chamber  previously  heat- 
ed, the  fine  coal  being  dropped  into  the  stream  of  air  by  a  little  inespen- 
Mve  apparatus,  which  regulates  the  quantity  required  simply  by  turning 
two  handles,  which  introduces  any  quantity  of  both  air  and  fine  coal.  By 
looking  into  the  furnace  the  state  of  the  flame  can  be  seen  and  regulated 
at  will,  and  any  quality  and  quantity  of  flame  desired  can  be  obtained 
without  a  particle  of  smoke.  The  jet  of  air  and  fine  coal  enters  the  fur- 
nace in  a  state  of  cloud,  striking  on  all  sides,  causing  great  agitation  of 
both,  and  the  gases  from  the  coal  are  thus  readily  mixed  as  they  are 
evolved.  The  result  is,  that  you  have  as  perfect  a  flame  as  can  be  con- 
ceived. 

All  particles  of  coal  larger  than  an  impalpable  powder  will  necessarily 
require  time  for  consuming  them,  according  to  their  size.  If  you  were  to 
take  a  cubic  foot  of  solid  coal,  and  put  it  into  a  furnace  and  float  it,  if  it 
were  possible  to  do  bo,  for  a  mile,  with  air  in  contact,  it  would  not  be 
consumed  ;  even  a  particle  no  larger  than  a  pin's-head  would  not  all  be 
consumed  within  the  limits  of  an  ordinary  furnace.  If  you  conld  take 
fuel  and  reduce  it  to  an  impalpable  powder,  such  as  we  cim  imagine  soot 
to  be,  and  mix  that  with  air  with  a  given  amount  of  heat,  it  would  be 
consumed  very  nearly  as  rapidly  as  gas  is.  The  larger  the  coal,  therefore, 
the  greater  the  distance  it  should  enter  the  furnace  from  the  work.  The 
chemical  constituents  of  the  coal,  as  to  the  proportions  of  carbon  and 


Hosted  by 


Google 


THE  C0MBU8TI0S  OF  COAL.  637 

hydrogen  it  may  contain,  would  be  an  important  fact  in  regulating  the 
dimensions  of  the  combuation-chamber  to  be  nsed.  Anthracite-diist,  of 
which  Buch  mountains  in  quantity  are  now  wasted,  would  require  a.  greater 
distance  than  bituminoua  coal,  but  this  will  possibly  prove  to  be  the  best 
mode  of  utilizing  it.  Mr.  Crampton  claimed  that  in  fire  and  a  half  hours 
work  was  done  ia  puddling  and  heating  by  this  process  which  required 
twelve  hours  to  do  by  the  ordinary  methods,  and  with  a  saTJng  of  thirf^ 
per  cent,  of  the  coal,  or  using  nineteen  and  a  half  hundred- weight  to  thirty 
hundred-weight  before,  with  the  same  description  and  size  of  furnace,  with 
the  same  men,  and  with  the  slack  or  fine  of  the  same  eoaJ.  The  ashes  or 
earthy  matter  in  the  coal  runs  out,  in  a  liquid  state,  from  a  hole  in  the 
bottom  of  the  chamber.  It  does  not  matter  how  dirty  the  coal  ia,  the 
whole  of  the  heating  power  of  the  coal  is  utilized,  the  only  difference  be- 
ing in  the  quantity  of  slag. 

Besides,  in  an  ordinary  furnace,  both  time  and  heat  are  lost  in  opening 
the  furnace-doors,  and  in  putting  on  fresh  coal.  In  these  furnaces  no  such 
losses  occur,  as  no  cooling  from  the  admission  of  cold  air  takes  place. 

In  localities  where  good  coal  is  scarce  and  expensive,  all  plans  like  the 
foregoing,  founded  on  sound  principles,  are  worthy  of  consideration  and 
trial.  All  good  mechanical  contrivances  for  using  inferior  fuel  or  develop- 
ing its  heating  power  are  important. 

■  Dr.  William  Fairbaim  testified  before  the  Commission  that  the  amount 
of  fuel  consumed  now  (1869)  in  the  smelting  of  ore  is  about  two  and  a 
halftone  of  coal  to  a  ton  of  iron,  and  that  about  three  tons  more  are  used 
in  the  whole  of  the  subsequent  processes,  such  as  the  puddling,  rolling, 
nnd  erery  process  connected  with  the  conversion  of  iron  into  steel.  The 
consumption  of  coal  in  the  English  irou-manufactories  alone  is  something 
like  32,000,000  tons  per  annum.  Yery  great  economy  has  been  effected  in 
the  use  of  coal  of  late  years.  More  than  double  the  quantity  of  fuei  was 
consumed  formerly,  before  the  introduction  of  the  hot-blast,  in  proportion 
to  the  quantity  of  iron  produced,  as  compared  to  what  is  consumed  at  the 
present  day.  By  utilizing  the  gases,  and  other  improvements,  still  greater 
economy  may  be  effected.  By  the  application  of  the  hot-blast,  the  same 
amount  of  fuel  reduces  three  times  as  much  iron,  and  the  same  amount  of 
blast  does  twice  as  much  work  as  previously. 

In  America,  from  IJ-  to  3  tons  of  anthracite  coal  ia  used  to  smelt  a 
gross  ton  of  pig-iron  from  the  ore ;  or  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  bitumi- 
nous block-coal  two  tons,  audof  Indiana  block-coal  two  and  a  half  tons;  or 
of  Connelsville  coke,  70  to  85  bushels  made  from  3  to  2^  gross  tons  of  coal. 

The  quantity  of  bituminous  coal  required  in  puddling,  or  converting 
pig  into  wrought  iron,  is  as  follows :  Of  Pittsburg  coal,  2i  to  3  tons, 
according  to  the  size  of  iron  made;  but,  with  semi-bituminous  coal,  one 
net  ton  will  puddle  a  ton  of  iron,  and  for  reheating  or  muck-heating,  a 
half  ton  more,  making  1^  ton  to  a  ton  of  iron  of  ordinary  sizes. 

In  melting  pig-iron  for  foundry  purposes,  ftiim  350  to  400  pounds  of 
t1)e  best  Lehigh  coal  are  used,  to  2,340  pounds  of  pig.    The  larger  the 
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quantity  melted,  the  less  coal  is  used  per  ton.    At  Pittsburg,  one  pound 
of  coke  is  used  to  four  pounds  of  iron  melted. 

If  apace  aliowed,  many  other  questions  in  regard  to  the  combustion  of 
coal,  the  economy  of  fuel,  and  the  transmission  and  useful  application  of 
heat,  might  be  discussed ;  such  as  draught,  grate-bars,  the  forms  and  con- 
struction of  boilers  and  furnaces,  quick  and  slow  combustion  with  reference 
to  the  time  employed,  thick  and  thin  beds  of  coal,  etc.;  but  this  would 
lead  us  into  details  inconsistent  with  the  plan  of  this  chapter,  which  was 
merely  to  point  out  the  most  prominent  defects  in  our  present  methods  of 
burning  coal.  We  have  no  patent  improvement  to  sell,  no  favorite  plan 
of  construction  of  stoves  or  furnaces  to  offer.  In  this  country  every  man 
IB  his  own  architect  and  hia  own  engineer.  As  he  will  build  his  dwelling 
to  snit  his  own  taste  and  fancy,  so  he  will  construct  or  choose  his  appara- 
tus to  beat  his  house  or  factory,  to  generate  steam  for  his  power,  or  other 
heating  purpose,  just  as  he  thinks  proper,  without  submitting  either  to 
the  dictation  or  even  the  instruction  of  any  one.  All  that  can  be  done  is, 
to  instil  into  the  public  mind  sound  scientific  principles,  in  the  hope  that 
tliey  may,  hereafter,  bring  forth  fruit  in  improved  methods  of  burning 
coal,  founded  on  an  intelligent  knowledge  of  the  eonditiona  which  the 
investigations  of  modem  science  show  to  be  necessary  for  its  complete 
combustion.  The  use  of  fire  distinguishes  man  from  the  brute,  and  lies 
at  the  foundation  of  civilization,  and  the  material  civilization  of  a  nation 
may  be  measured  by  the  quantity  of  coal  it  consumes  in  proportion  to  its 
population,  allowing  for  the  difference  of  climate.  But  our  pres&t  rude 
and  barbarous  methodsof  applying  and  developing  this  great  power  which 
Nature  has  placed  in  our  hands  are  the  same  which  were  practised  in  a 
period  of  comparative  darkness  in  the  natural  sciences,  and  form  a  con* 
spicuous  example  of  the  wastefulness  so  characteristic  of  our  times  and 
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A  srNOLB  volume  cannot  contain  a  Buitabk  account  of  all  tlm  mineral 
wealth  of  the  United  States.  This  work  is  intended  to  beconfined  to  coal, 
or,  more  properly,  the  coal-region 3 ;  for  there  are  aome  very  important 
branches  connected  with  the  general  subject  of  coal,  such  as  mining, 
mining-machinery,  and  mining-life,  whicli  are  here  omitted.  Great  as  is 
the  quantity  of  the  mineral  productions  of  the  coal-districts,  their  number 
orvarietyisveryamaU,  consisting  chiefly  of  coal  and  iron.  A  brief  account 
of  the  iron-orea  of  the  coal-measures  is  not  only  appropriate,  but  it  seems 
to  be  necesaary  in  giving  an  account  of  the  coal-regions,  especially  as  very 
little  is  known  in  regard  to  them,  even  by  those  engaged  in  the  various 
branctesof  the  coal  business. 

Pennsylvania  is  often  spoken  of  as  containing  inexhanstible  stores  of 
coal  and  iron.  This  ia  only  true  as  to  her  coal ;  for  her  stock  of  iron-ore, 
both  as  to  quantity  and  variety,  is  not  to  be  compared  with  that  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  other  States,  although  she  produces  more  than  any  of  them.  She 
is  a  great  manufacturer  of  iron,  and  her  thrifty  and  industrioua  people 
make  good  use  of  the  iron-ores  they  find  at  home,  but  the  greatest  de- 
posits of  iron-ore  are  outside  of  her  borders,  except  the  brown  hematite 
of  the  Cumberland  Valley  from  Baaton  to  the  3Iary3and  line,  south  of 
Chambersburg,  A  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  geology  is  necessary  in 
searching  for  coal ;  and  it  is  certainly  equally  important  in  regard  to  iron- 
ore,  which  all  experience  and  observation  prove  is  not  distributed  fortui- 
tously, but  is  only  to  be  found,  in  valuable  quality  and  quantity,  in  certain 
geological  formations. 

For  practical  purposes,  our  iron-ores  may  be  divided  into  five  classes : 
the  primary,  the  hematite,  the  fossil,  the  carbonates,  and  the  bog-ores ; 
and,  as  a  general  statement,  it  might  be  added  that  this  is  also  their  order 
in  the  geological  formations,  each  occupying  a  great  belt  of  coimtry  par- 
allel to  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  succeeding  each  other  in  going  from  east 
to  west,  except  the  bog-ore,  which  ia  mainly  deposited  in  the  newer  forma- 
tions nearest  the  coast.  Its  name  indicates  its  character,  it  may  eccur  in 
any  formation,  and  ia  sometimea  found  in  the  coal-measures; 

l.The  lowest  in  the  geological  acale,  the  largest  in  quantity,  and  the 
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most  important,  are  the  primary,  specular,  magnetic,  and  red  oxide  iron- 
ores,  found  below  all  tlie  fossiliferous  rocks  of  the  country.  ■  No  fossils  of 
either  animals  or  vegetables  are  found  in  them,  and,  like  the  rocks  among 
which  they  occur,  they  are  metamorphosed  and  changed.  Our  primary 
country  (jiee  Azoic,  or  No.  1,  on  Geological  Sketch  of  United  States,  page 
3)  extends  from  Maine  westward,  through  Canada,  to  and  south  of  Lake 
8ttperior,it  covers  the  Adirondack  country  in  Northeastern  New  York,  and 
it  stretches  from  New  York  City  across  New  Jersey  and  the  southeastern 
part  of  PennsylTania ;  it  is  the  Bine  Bidge  of  Virginia,  covers  "Western 
North  Carolina,  and  terminates  in  Georgia  and  Alabama,  This  is  the 
region  for  magnetic  or  primary  iron-ores.  Near  Port  Henry,  for  example, 
on  the  west  bank  of  Lake  Champlaia,  are  immense  bodies  of  primary  ores, 
not  in.  veins  of  the  ordinary  form  and  8izff,but  in  great  masses,  which  haTe 
in  some  instances  been  quarried  out  in  the  open  air  for  800  feet  long,  100 
feet  wide,  and  200  feet  deep,  without  proving  the  thickness  of  the  deposit. 
New  Jersey  also  possesses  great  deposits  of  primary  ores,  and  from  these 
mines  large  quantities  are  carried  into  Pennsylvania,  "  where  the  magnetic 
ores  difindle  to  a  sliadow."  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  are  also  richly 
endowed  with  the  same  kind  of  iron-ore,  as  well  as  South  Carolina,  Ten- 
nessee, and  Georgia. 

The  celebrated  Iron  Mountain,  75  miles  southwest  of  St.  Louis,  covers 
600  acres,  and  is  328  feet  high,  the  ore  yielding  55  to  60  per  cent,  in  the 
blast-furnace,  of  very  superior  iron.  Pilot  Knob,  six  miles  farther  south, 
has  its  summit,  measuring  two  acres,  composed  of  pure  iron-ore  reqniring 
no  selecting  or  washing.  These  were  little  islands  of  the  primary  age, 
but  they  are  surpassed  by  the  Lake  Superior  region,  where  this  species  of 
ore,  a  red  oside,  is  found  in  unheard-of  quantities,  covering  a  great  extent 
of  country,  of  an  excellent  quality,  and  with  the  great  advantage  of  a  very 
cheap  water  transpori^ation  on  the  chain  of  great  lakes,  by  which  it  is 
readily  transported  to  the  States  extending  along  its  southern  borders  for 
more  than  1,000  miles.    The  annual  production  is  now  nearly  1,000,000 

3.  In  ascending  the  geolo^cal  scale,  we  next  meet  with  the  brown 
hematite  ore  which  occurs  in  the  Trenton  limestone  (No.  2,  or  Silurfan, 
on  the  geological  sketch,  on  page  2),  the  second  of  the  foasiliferous  rocks 
(the  first  being  the  Potsdam  sandstone),  forming  the  great  valley  extending 
.from  Canada  to  Alabama,  and  known  as  the  Kittatinny  or  Cumberland 
Valley,  in  Pennsylvania,  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  and  the  Valley  of  East  Ten- 
nessee. This  ore  is  found  in  the  soil,  and  resting  on  the  limestone  occupy- 
ing hollows  or  basins  in  the  surface  of  the  rock,  in  thousands  of  localities 
throughout  the  extensive  belt  of  country  mentioned.  The  quantity  of  this 
brown  hematite  ore  in  Cumberland  Valley,  in  Pennsylvania,  "attainable 
by  proper  mining  operations,  has  no  assignable  limit,  and  will  furnish 
supplies  for  centuries," 

3.  The  third  geological  region,  where  valuable  iron-ore  is  found,  is  in 
the  Clinton  gconp,  also  No.  3  or  Silurian,  V.  of  the  Pennsylvania  form&- 
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tiona  (see  list  on  page  115),  whicti  produces  what  is  called  the  foasil  ore. 
The  Clinton  group  ia  coestenaive  with  that  last  described,  but  the  iron- 
ore  is  not  only  of  very  uncertain  thickness,  but  often  does  not  show  itself 
at  all.  It  extends  through  New  York  State  from  east  to  west,  and  is  the 
valuable  iron-ore  of  Montour's  ridge  at  DauTille,  Pennsjlyania,  also  at 
Holidaysburg  in  the  same  Btate,  and  in  the  Broad  Top  region.  Running 
parallel  to  the  Alleghany  Mountain,  it  is  found  in  East  Tennessee,  and  in 
very  large  quantities  in  Alabama.  The  great  faults  or  upthrows  of  the 
country  hare  brought  up  the  iron-ore  in.  the  vicinity  of  and  on  a  level 
with  the  coal-fieid,  and  it  ia  said  to  be  there  20  feet  thick.  The  Clin- 
ton ore  ia  found  in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  in  Dodge  County,  'Wiacon- 
Bin,  and  many  other  localities. 

4,  The  foregoing  iron-ores  are  all  oxides,  while  those  remaining  to  be 
noticed  are  carbonates,  the  first  being  in  the  black  slate  of  the  MarcelluB 
shales ;  but,  compared  with  the  .others,  this  is  neither  rich  nor  productive. 

We  must  now  pass  over  immense  geological  formations,  wholly  desti- 
tute of  valuable  iron-ore,  meeting  with  none  until  we  get  up  to  the  last 
layers  of  red  shale  immediately  below  the  conglomerate,  which  forms  the 
base  of  the  coal,  and  more  strictly  applicable  to  our  subject.  Indeed,  if 
we  examine  a  geological  map  of  the  United  States,  and  consider  for  a 
moment  the  great  thickness  of  the  formations,  the  very  small  size  of  the 
beds  of  iron-ore,  and  their  uncertain  and  deceptive  character,  we  shall 
conclude  that  this  moat  usefulof  metals,  although  there  is  enough  of  it  for 
human  wants,  is  not  so  widely  distributed  as  we  are  accustomed  to  think. 
There  are  vast  regions  of  our  country  large  enough  for  many  States,  which 
do  not  contain  any  iron-ore  whatever  of  commercial  value. 

The  Oiitskill  group  has  been  divided,  by  the  stratigraphical  geologists 
of  Pennsylvania,  into  three  formations ;  IX.,  or  Rogers's  Ponent ;  S.,  Vesper- 
tine; and  XL,  Umbral,  or  two  red  shales  separated  by  a  coarse  sandstone, 
or  in  the  anthracite  regions  by  a  conglomerate.  The  last  or  uppermost 
of  these  is  a  very  soft  red  shale  3,000  feet  thick  at.the  anthracite  country, 
hut  thinning  out  toward  the  Alleghany  Mountain,  In  the  Towanda, 
Mclntyre,  and  Blosaburg  regions,  it  is  divided  into  two  parts  by  from  50 
to  200  feet  of  greenish  sandstones.  The  ore  of  the  Umbral,  or  XI.,  has 
been  opened  at  Blossburg  in  several  layers  within  100  feet  below  coal  A,  and 
180  feet  below  the  conglomerate.  At  Mclntyre  it  has  been  opened  on  the 
same  horizons  as  at  Blossburg.  The  same  ore  has  been  opened,  says  Mr. 
Lesley,  in  a  hundred  places  along  the  anticlinals  of  the  first  four  coal- 
baains,- whenever  they  bring  up  the  conglomerate  and  the  red  shale  of  XL 
But  nowhere  has  it  been  used  for  furnaces  until  we  approach  the  Mary- 
land and  Virginia  line,  as  at  Dunbar  Pnmace,  in  Fayette  County. 

Ascending  now  to  the  coal-measures  proper  above  the  great  con- 
glomerate, commonly  assumed  as  the  basis  of  that  system,  the  iron-ores 
which  are  of  value  for  the  manufecture  of  iron  are  chiefly  confined  to 
the  lower  coal-measures,  and  therefore  appear  around  the  shallower  parta 
of  the  basins  or  areas.  Haying  perused  the  details  of  the  description  of 
41 
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the  BeTeral  coal-fields  of  the  United  States,  the  reader,  by  being  informed 
of  the  geological  level  of  the  iron-ores,  will  be  able  to  see  where  it  must 
crop  out  around  the  borders  of  the  coal-regions.  Although,  in  the  sec- 
tions given,  many  layera  of  iron-ore  are  mcntioiied,  most  of  them  are  of 
no  value  for  iron-manufacturing  purposes.  There  ia  in  all  our  eoal-meas- 
ures"biitone  layer,  the  buhrst one-ore,  which  surpasses  in  importance, 
and  is  in  fact  the  chief  occasion  of  the  erection  of  the  numerous  iron- 
works, which  occupy  a  belt  around  the  margin  of  the  c  obi-measures,  and 
based  on  their  iron-ores."  It  is  always  situated  between  coal-beds  B  and 
C,  about  midway  between  them,  say  80  feet  above  the  former  and  25  feet 
below  the  latter.  In  order  to  define  the  place  of  this  bed  in  the  series, 
Mr.  J.  P.  Lesley,  in  his  "  Iron  Manufacturer's  Guide,"  the  best  work  estant 
on  the  geology  of  the  American  iron-ores,  gives  the  following  approximate 
section  of  the  lower  coal-measures.  "  They  form,"  says  he,  "  a  system  by 
themselves,  included  between  the  triple  conglomerate  at  the  base  and  the 
triple  Mahoning  sandstone  400  feet  above  it." 

Section  of  Lower  Coal-Meaauret,  ahoteing  Position  of  the  Iron-Ore. 

Feet 
19.  Mahoning  flandatone  In  three  dWisionBin  all Tfi 

15.  Shiilefl 60 

17.  Cod  E,  the  Upper  Freeport,  somelimea  over 6 

16.  Llmestonee 8 

16.  Shales 60 

H.  Coat  D,  the  Lower  Freeporl,  over 8 

13.  Sandstone,  with  thin  coal , 70 

12.  Shales,  with  thm  coal-beds 100 

II.   Coot  6',  the  Kittanning  (cnnnel),  seldom 4 

10.  Shaiea,  sandy  and  clayej 25 

9.  Okb  and  BtJBRSiONE,  average  ^  from  1  t<i 10 

8.  limestone  (encrinal),  greatest  thiekaeea 23 

7.  Shale,  sandy,  over 80 

6.  COalB,  leas  than 4 

6.  Shales,  with  thin  coal-aeama 40 

4.  Coal  A,  alwsjs  thin 2 

3.  Conglomerate  sandstone 16 

2.  Shale,Bandy..... BO 

1.  Conglomerate  sandstone 80 

"  The  proportions  vary  freqnently,  as  we  might  espect,  and  rapidly  from 
mile  to  mile,  but  so  constant  and  on  so  giand  a  scale  were  the  agencies  which 
formed  the  members  of  the  system,  so  steady  were  the  oscillating  move- 
ments of  the  continent,  and  BO  continental  the  expanse  of  watery  marsh 
and  penetrating  sediments,  that  the  main  features  of  the  section,  as  a 
whole,  suffer  but  little  change  as  we  pass  eastward  toward  the  anthracite, 
or  soutwestward  toward  the  Kentucky  fields.  The  top  rock  is  the  Ma- 
honing sandstone,  everywhere  on  Broad  Top,  in  the  Cumberland,  'the 
Somerset,  IJgonier,  and  Monongahela  basins,  and  in  Southern  Ohio.    The 
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interval  indeed,  on  Broad  Top,  is  but  about  200  feet,  and  in  Someraet  400 
feet,  but  the  two  principal  coal-beds  lie  alwaya,  tlie  one,  B,  near  its  bot- 
tom, and  tie  other,  E,  near  its  top ;  the  ore  maintains  its  Status  at  Johns- 
town on  the  Conemaugh,  aa  at  Hanging  Roclt  on  the  Ohio,  and  the  very 
foesil  ehella,  leaves,  frnits,  and  stems  of  trees,  preserve  throughout  their 
several  and  separate  stages,  and  mark  the  separate  beds."  At  Johnstown 
the  bnhrBtone-ore  is  ftnnd  in  its  proper  place,  but  the  iron-ore  bo  exten- 
sively wrought  for  the  iron-works  overlies  the  highest  workable  coal-bed 
E  about  60  feet,  and  the  water  of  the  river  about  330  feet.  The  upper  ore 
JB  in  two  benches,  the  one  IJ  to  2^,  and  the  lower  one  ^  to  S  feet  thick, 
and  thej  are  separated  fay  a  thin  seam  of  clay.  By  analysis  they  yield  51 
to  62  per  cent,  of  iron.  The  two  benches  thicken  and  thin  alternately, 
keeping  the  whole  thickness  about  the  same.  The  fiiiioBCes  run  on  coke, 
and  often  need  no  limestone-flns. 

The  Barren  MeaaureB,  between  the  Mahoning  sandstone  and  the  Pitts- 
burg seam,  as  well  as  the  upper  coal  measures  and  the  upper  Barren  Meas- 
ures, by  which  the  whole  system  is  crowned  in  Southwestern  Pennsylva- 
nia, are  wholly  destitute  of  valuable  iron-ore  beds. 

The  following  account  of  the  characteristics  of  the  beds  of  iron-ore  in 
the  coal-raeasurea  is  also  by  Prof.  J,  P.  Lesley,  and  is  taken  from  his 
UniUd  States  Mailroad  and  Mining  Regitter.  It  is  of  course  only  appli- 
cable to  the  first  or  Alleghany  coal-field,  as  the  formation,  of  the  Michi- 
gan, Illinoia,  and  Missouri,  or  thre?  Western  coal-fields,  is  different,  and 
no  workable  iron-ores  are  found  there.  The  Lake  Superior  iron-ores  are 
used  in  the  Aimaces  of  Indiana  and  Northern  Illincis.  It  should  also  be 
mentioned  that  no  valuable  iron-ores  are  found  in  the  Pennsylvania  an- 
thracite regions. 

"  The  iron-ores  of  the  coal-measures  form  a  class  by  themselves.  The 
English  name  for  them,  cla j-iron-stone,  very  well  espreaaes  their  character. 
They  are,  in  feet,  beda  of  hardened  mud  charged  with  iron.  The  clay 
consists  of  sand  and  clay  (silica  and  alumina),  not  combined  in  any  fised 
proportions.  The  iron  is  in  the  form  of  carbonate  of  iron,  a  mixture  of 
iron,  carbon,  and  osygen.  The  original  sedimentary  mud  received  also 
various  other  contributions,  euch  as  potash,  soda,  lime,  magnesia,  sulphur, 
and  phosphorus.  Some  of  these  floated  in  from  the  felspathic  rocks  of  the 
river-valleys.  Others  came  from  decomposing  land  vegetation,  sea-weeds, 
or  animal  organisms.  Some  was  chemically  formed  from  solutions  in  the 
water.  The  lime  exists  in  the  stone,  as  does  the  iron,  in  the  form  of  a 
carbonate,  showing  the  influence  of  organic  carbon. 

"As  a  general  rule,  where  clay-iron-stone  is  rich  in  carbonate  of  iron, 
it  is  deficient  in  carlwnate  of  lime.  On  the  other  hand,  a  faed  of  this  kind 
of  ore  will  ofttiraea  pass  into  a  bed  of  clayey  limestone,  or  sandy  limestone; 
in  the  short  distance  of  a  few  hundred  yards,  showing  under  what  a  great 
variety  of  conditions  the  mud  was  deposited  in  the  broad  waters  of  the 
Coal  Era.  Streaks,  or  belts,  of  rich  iron-mnd,  will  run  through  the  hills 
of  a  district,  and  fine  off  to  nothing  on  each  side,  the  iron  disappearing 


Hosted  by 


Google 


644  APPENDIX  V. 

from  the  rock,  or  being  replaced  by  lime.  No  ftimace  ought  to  be  erected, 
therefore,  anywhere  in  oar  coal-measures,  until  the  whole  surrounding  dia- 
triot  baa  been  carefully  and  thoroughly  examined.  For,  no  matter  bow 
thick  the  bed  of  ore  may  be  where  it  emerges  from  the  hill-side,  at  any 
one  point,  it  may  thin  away  to  nothing  when  mined  into  a  few  hundred, 
or  even  but  a  score  of  yards.  Many  a  furnace  has  been  erected  near  a 
deposit  of  iron-ore  in  the  coal-measurea  supposed  to  be  inexhaustible,  but 
has  been  abandoned  in  nis  months,  or  in  a  year  or  two,  because  the  ore 
had  vanished  from  the  gangways  of  the  mine, 

"  In  this  respect,  the  coal-measure  clay-iron-stone  differs  essentially 
from  other  closes  of  iron-ores,  like  the  Lower  Silurian  brown  hematites 
of  the  limestone  ralleys,  or  the  magnetic  and  red  hematite  ores  of  the 
primary  mountains.  These  occur,  indeed,  in  very  irregular  masses,  but  in 
masses  of  enormous  size,  occupying  a  small  space,  but  containing  so  many 
hundreds  of  thousands,  or  millions  of  tons  of  rich  ore  as  to  be  actually 
inexhaustible  by  ordinary  works. 

"  The  same  is  true  of  the  fossil  iron-ore  of  No.  V.,  although  that  lies 
in  a  thin  stratum,  like  the  clay-iron-stone  beds  of  the  coal-measures.  It  ia 
continuous  for  miles.  It  is,  therefore,  a  reliable  deposit.  Wherever  it  is 
found  thick  at  any  one  point,  it  may  be  trusted  to  continue  so  throughout 
an  extensive  property. 

"  In  regard  to  quantity  of  contained  iron,  the  coal-measure  clay-iron- 
atone  is  inferior  to  the  others  above  named.  The  percentage  of  clay  and 
sand  in  it  is  always  great.  The  presence  of  carbonate  of  lime,  etc.,  still 
further  diminishes  the  percentage  of  iron.  Finally,  the  iron,  instead  of 
being  allied  only  with  oxygen,  is  allied  with  carbonic  acid— ^jarbon  as  well 
as  oxygen. 

"  Consequently,  no  coal-measure  iron-ore  bed  ever  yields  much  more 
than  40  per  cent,  of  pure  iron.  ,  All  the  rest  must  pass  the  fumace-dam  as 
cinder  or  waste.  The  fossil-ore  and  the  brown  hematite  yield  50  per 
cent. ;  the  magnetic  and  red  hematite  yield  over  60  per  cent,  of  pure 
iron.  These  rich  ores  are,  therefore,  brought  from  great  distances  to  the 
furnaces  situated  in  the  coal-region,  to  be  mixed  with,  and  to  increase  the 
yield  of  the  clay-iron-stone  stock.  Hence,  the  great  iron- works  of  the  coal- 
region  must  be  on  great  lines  of  railroads. 

"Most  of  the  beds  of  clay-iron-sfone  in  the  coal-measures  are  merely 
beds  of  shale,  holding  Mlh  of  a  aandy  or  clayey  carbonate  of  iron.  We 
often  hear  of  beds  of  this  ore,  10,  30,  or  30  feet  thick.  But,  when  such 
places  are  visited  by  an  expert,  they  are  found  to  be  worthless ;  they  are 
merely  piles  of  clay  and  sand  deposits,  throughout  which,  from  top  to 
bottom,  are  to  be  seen  sticking  out  round  nuts,  knobs,  and  bowlders  of 
clay-iron-stone.  If  the  balls  could  be  got  together  in  one  large  layer,  and 
that  layer  were  only  two  feet  thick,  they  would  make  a  very  nice  bed  of 
ore ;  and  profitable  mining  could  be  done  on  it,  and  a  furnace,  or  half  a 
dozen  furnaces  he  erected  safely  in  the  vicinity.  But,  as  it  is,  no  method 
of  mining  known  to  man  could  get  out  enough  of  these  balls  to  run  a 
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furnace,  except  at  an  espense  greater  than  that  of  bringing  ore  from  Lake 
Superior,  or  Missoun. 

"  Even  where  the  clay-iron-Bfone  lies  in  a  solid  plate,  it  usually  breaks 
up  into  ballfi,  when  followed  into  the  body,  or  along  the  side  of  the  hill ; 
and  mining  then  becomes  unprofitable.  The  only  condition  under  which 
Buch  balls,  or  thin  beds  of  this  ore,  can  be  BucceasfuUy  worked,  is  where 
they  immediately  overlie  or  underlie  a  coal-bed  bo  as  to  allow  the  profits 
of  the  coal-mining  to  pay  for  the  mining  of  the  ore ;  or  when  the  only 
expense  attending  the  gathering  of  the  ore  is  that  of  picking  the  balls  and 
Blabs  of  ore  from  the  dibri*  of  the  coal-mine. 

"  From  all  that  has  been  said  above,  it  may  easily  bo  gathered  that  tbe 
quantity  of  praetieally  aecmsHtU  and  meful  iron-ore  la  the  bituminous  eoal- 
meaaures  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  neighboring  States,  ia  far  less  than 
people  imagine.  In  fact,  the  map  of  the  great  coal-region  is  dotted  over 
with  abandoned  furnaces,  and  millions  of  dollars  have  been  thrown  away 
on  these  &ir-looking,  seductive,  but  treacherous  deposits. 

"  Nevertheless,  the  clay-iron-stone  of  the  coal-measares  is  one  of  the 
most  valuable  of  all  the  iron-ores ;  and  those  properties  which  are  in  pos- 
session of  the  esceptionallj  good  exhibitions  of  this  kind  of  ore  can  hardly 
be  said  to  have  a  money  valuation.  The  reasons  for  this  are  threefold  : 
First,  from  the  rarity  of  such  properties,  it  is  so  seldom  that  a  bed  of  coal- 
measure  ore  both  thick  and  continuous  is  to  be  seen.  Secondly,  from  the 
eitjiation  of  such  a  property  ;  for  its  hills,  containing  ore,  cannot  &il  to 
contain  beds  of  good  coal  and  limestone  also  ;  bo  that  a  furnace  will  find 
flux,  fuel,  and  burden,  together  almost  at  its  tunnel-head.  Thirdly,  from 
the  peculiar  nature  of  this  class  of  ores,  they  are  the  easiest  of  all  to  smelt. 
The  carbonic-acid  gas  flies  off,  and  leaves  a  cellular  mass  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  reducing  agents  in  the  furnace.  Sometimes  the  quantity  of 
carbonate  of  lime  is  so  great  that  the  ore  has  a  perfect  flux  in  itself;  melt- 
ing down  into  a  glass  of  the  double  silicate  of  lime  and  alumina,  and 
letting  the  iron  drop  into  the  hearth  like  so  much  melted  butter. 

"  For  these  reasons  the  coal-measure  ore-bedfl  will  always  be  greatly 
sought  after.  But  there  is  still  another  good  point  to  be  stated.  The 
action  of  the  oxygen  of  the  mobt  atmosphere  on  such  an  ore  is  a  slow  but 
sure  combustion.  It  has  been  going  on  through  countless  ages.  It  has 
converted  the  outcrops  into  a  Still  better  sort  of  ore.  It  has  done  slowly 
what  the  heat  of  the  upper  part  of  a  blast-furnace  does  rapidly — drive  off 
the  carbonic  acid,  or  rather  bum  out  the  carbon,  and  leave  the  iron  simply 
oxidized.  The  whole  face  of  a  hill  shows  this  action.  The  Clarion  County 
ore  deposit  is  merely  the  mouldered  outcrop  of  iron-bearing  shales  reduced 
to  the  condition  of  an  ore-bearing  clay. 

"  But  the  same  eflcct  is  produced  far  under  the  body  of  a  bill,  by 
drainage-waters  carrying  air.  The  water  follows,  the  joints  which  split 
up  the  solid  ore-stratum  into  c»kes,  or  tablets,  from  one  to  three  teet 
square.  The  water  acts  on  the  faces  of  these  joints,  converting  the  iron 
carbonate  into  an  iron  oxide,  to  a  depth  of  half  an  inch  or  so,  on  each 
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aide  of  each  joint.  When  there  are  two  or  three  layers  of  the  ore,  tha 
water  has  got  between  them,  and  made  intermediate  lajers  of  oside  (hy- 
drated  seequioxide)  ,of  iron. 

"  Consequently,  the  miners  find  the  carbonate  ore  already  separated 
into  blocks  to  be  roasted  and  broken  up  fine  for  the  furnace ;  aad  they 
also  find  a  certain  quantity  of  ore  roasted  for  them  by  Nature,  fifty  per 
cent,  ore,  destitute  of  lime,  and  serving  to  rectify  the  overabundance  of 
lime  ID  tho  carbonate  ore,  Nature  ought  to  have  taken  out  a  patent  for 
BO  admirable  an  arrangement. 

"  The  fects  above  stated  are  acquiring  a  greater  importance  from  the 
rapid  extension  of  the  railroad  system  in  the  country  iying  between  the 
Ohio  waters  and  the  seaboard.  The  multiplication  of  branch  roads  at- 
tached to  the  Philadelphia  &  Erie,  the  Pennsylvania  Central,  the  Alleghany 
Valley,  the  Baltimore,  Connellsville  &  Pittabui^,  and  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Hallways,  is  opening  up  a  large  field  of  inquiry  into  the  best  locali- 
ties for  iron-works  planted  on  coal-measure  ores.  The  old  ore-banks  are 
being  reexamined,  and  newly-discovered  outcrops  are  exciting  universal 
interest.  La^^e  sums  of  money  are  being  invested  ia  coal-iron  properties ; 
and  the  railway  companies  are  finding  themselves  drawn  into  the  pur- 
chase of  the  best  sites,  by  awiae  foresight  of  their  own  future  necessities. 

"  However  numerous  private  furnaces  and  forges  may  be,  there  are  but 
a  few  prime  natural  centrea  of  iron -manufacture ;  and  upon  these  the  great 
railways  must  always  place  their  chief  dependence.  "What  the  Cambria 
Works  at  Johnstown  are,  with  its  dozen  blast-furnaces,  its  vast  rollihg- 
tnill,  and  incipient  Bessemer  steel- works,  to  the  Pennsylvania  Central 
Railroad,  such  will  soon  be  some  great  establishment  on  the  Connellsville 
road  so  soon  as  the  ores  of  the  Toughiogheny  Valley  come  to  be  well 
enough  known  to  determine  the  proper  point ;  and  such,  for  the  Balti- 
more &  Ohio  Railway,  will  probably  be  the  fine  deposit  at  Irondale,  near 
Grafton,  So  much  speculative  rumor  is  afloat,  that  the  public  mind  is  be- 
wildered and  unsettled  about  the  first  principles  of  mineralogy  and  geol- 
ogy; and  we  think  we  cannot  do  the  railway  interest  a  greater  service 
than  by  stating  and  restatjog  such  geographical  and  geological  facts  as 
bear  directly  and  powerfully  upon  that  first  and  greatest  desideratum,  the 
actual  quantities  and  precise  localities  of  the  raw  material  of  the  iron- 
muiulacture." 
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1.     IN    rOEEIGN    COUSTBISS, 

A  COMPARISON  of  OUT  trade  with  that  of  our  neighbors  is  always  iu- 
structiTO.  The  largest  production  of  coal  in  the  world  is  that  of  Qbbat 
BBiTim,  which  is  more  than  throe  times  that  of  the  United  States,  and 
m?re  than  all  other  countries  in.  Europe  together.  A  brief  account  of  it 
may  be  useful,  now  that  it  is  supposed  to  baye  attained  its  maximum,  while 
ours  has  scarcely  passed  its  infancy. 

The  following  are  the  official  statistics  of  the  coal  mined  in  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Oreat  Britain : 


YEARS 

A..»li™^ 

a«™id™^ 

H  n»c  .^pt. 

I««p™ud. 

SB* 

6*661101 

sostsa 

594761«» 

4  9-6008 

B3S 

60  6B6  1 

5S79'-70 

6BSMTO7 

lS50  7t8 

58,666  959 

«flOD8M9 

^m  m 

6539  483 

71  978195 

64.B72S16 

7  006  WO 

60^938 

6.7%I866 

81833 

8eOS3!14 

lOBStie 

W  181  090 

81*88  889 

4400  816 

8,886  4'i6 

S.8018M 

m.m.ia 

■^01    0O8 

8,S-B«S 

M7S7  87S 

siusera 

88  9"!  963 

8^809008 

98IIW(i8T 

8S  980 110 

8I70  4TI 

arum 

eiS-BSS' 

0963-18 

B6T 

I«  500480 

2,860  938 

94  08)708 

1C«,X41 187 

1,»59  8%3 

9SBU3SS8 

W9 

107  4*7  6W 

4^6  400 

00.889  18% 

10  5S3,43B 

1870 

8,008,635 

11604,879 

871 
18TS 

mssaoss 

J^OBS 

IO1802,lia 

»6«874 
13,911961 

It  IS  remarkable  that  there  is  no  authentic  account  of  the  quantity  of 
coal  mined  in  Great  Bntain  previous  to  the  \ear  1854  The  first  report 
of  the  "  Mineral  Statistics  of  the  United  Etngdom,"  giving  with  all  pos- 
sible exactness  the  quantity  of  coal  raised,  as  obtained  by  direct  applica- 
tion to  the  coal-owners,  was  published  in  July,  1855,  and  annually  since 
that  period  a  similar  detailed  report  has  been  issued.  The  following  is  an 
estimate,  made  from  the  best  data  obtainable,  by  Mr.  Robert  Himt,  the 
chief  of  the  Mining  Becord  Office,  of  the  United  Kingdom,  of  all  the  coal 
mined  in  Great  Britain  since  coal  was  first  used  in  the  country ; 
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Mined  in  the  three  cpnfnriBBbornre  1800 BW.TOO.MO 

Ml  nefl  from  1800  to  If 58. 3,000,0011,000 

Mined  fium  ISM  lo  1610 l,*M,SSi,6OT 

Tuwl  coal  mined  In  Ocest  Britain i.Wi,X»,mi 

The  fullowing  are  the  uses  made  of  tlie  coal  mined  in  1809  : 

Used  In  Iron  manufoctares 31,446,605 

GenSTBl  maniifeciniing,  sleam-powor,  eic 85,381,818 

Uelsllur^es,  other  than  iron , SS»,^[ 

Mines  and  colllariKs 7,aM,4a3 

Gas  and  wnler-worke 7,811.980 

ateamBhlus 8,^1,688 

OnrailwaiB B,CK,tS0O 

Domeetic  confnmpdoo l«.4BI,6iT 

Mlaooilaneotn IINS.MS 

Brported..... O.7T0,4TO 

Tortl  production  in  1860 10T,4ST.557 

Among  the  notable  points  in  the  above  statement  are  the  very  large 
proportion  of  the  coal  used  in  the  manufecture  of  iron,  tliirty-two  and  a 
half  million  tons,  and  the  small  quantity  used  on  railroads,  being  only 
two  milli<in  tons.  In  looking  forward  to  our  probable  future  coal-trade, 
it  is  evident  that  our  railroads  wUl  soon  Airnish  a  large,  perhaps  tko 
largest  item  in  the  account  of  our  consumption  of  coal,  instead  of  one  of 
the  smallest,  as  in  England.  The  use  of  wood  in  loeotno live-engines  is 
only  temporary.  8o  large  is  the  consumption  of  fuel  in  these  machines, 
that  our  forests  go  down  before  them.  On  the  New  York  Central 
Hudson  Biver  Railroad,  each  engine  consumes  seven  hundred  and  fifty  tons 
of  coal  per  annum.  On  roads  with  a  lighter  traffic,  a  less  quantity  may 
be  used,  but  it  cannot  be  questioned  that  the  consumption  of  coal  in  this 
maimer  ■will  very  aoon  amount  to  many  million  tons.  The  use  of  coal 
for  domestic  purposes  in  this  country  will  very  much  exceed  that  of  Great 
Britain  in  proportion  to  the  population,  owing  both  to  the  greater  severity 
of  the  climate,  and  the  more  equal  distribution  of  property,  which  enables 
our  whole  people  to  indulge  in  the  free  use  of  the  best  fuel.  The  manu- 
facture of  iron  is  vastly  on  the  increase  here,  as  well  as  manufacturing 
generally,  both  of  which  have  been  lately  much  stimulated  by  the  in- 
creased price  of  coal,  and  cost  of  labor  of  all  kinds,  in  England. 

The  exportation  of  coal  is  a  branch  of  the  trade  which  has  scarcely 
begun  in  America,  and  which  is  destined  at  an  early  day  to  absorb  millions 
of  tons  of  OUT  production.  Our  beautiful  anthracite,  the  finest  domestic 
fael  in  the  world,  only  needs  to  be  known  and  used,  to  become  one  of  the 
luxuries  which  the  wealthy  abroad  will  require  of  Pennsylvania, 

There  is  the  same  gradation  in  the  coal-fields  of  Great  Britain  as  in 
Pennsylvania  (see  pp.  108-111),  The  type  of  perfection  in  gas-coal  is  the 
Scotch  Oannel.  The  quantity  of  gas  produced  decreases  constantly  in  go- 
ing southward,  through  the  Lancashire,  Yorkshire,  Newcastle,  and  Staf- 
fordshire basins  successively.  Farther  south  than  the  last,  the  coals  run 
through  several  varieties  of  semi-bituminous  into  the  anthracite  of  South 
Wales  and  Ireland,  and  then  into  the  worthless  culm  of  Devonshire.  It  is 
estimated  that  there  ajre  in  Great  Britain  seventy  varieties  of  coal. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


Hosted  by 


Google 


■n 


.'-  " ' 


'=  w».^,  -.J^.^j^^',^..., 


Hosted  by 


Google 


STATISTICS  OF  COAI,  MINED. 


Jlitmet  of  the  Coal-Badjie  at  numhered  on,  the  Annexed  Maps. 


Va. 

■.OCALTTV  AND  DISCRIPriOK. 

Sl.Mlto. 

HO. 

LOCAIITV  ANn  DESCRIPTION. 

9,.MU-. 

I::: 

Fure»l  of  Iteaii— Bxcellent  coal 
WoreBiWnhlrB— ■WjrB,        1 
8.  |br^|jiw-Tm™ton■ 
wJ^^re-Llc^llng  Hill. 

m 

68 

600 
1,010 

m 

780 

SO 
G80 

sa.... 

1;;; 

8».... 
40.... 

4S... 

ScoTLiSD  (ccmi'ftiutd). 

— iso" 

k 

North  WiiEB. 
Isle  of  Anglesea 

19 

siiropelilrf-CofllbroDk&ie '. '. 
N.  Stafibrt«bl(B— The  poiit- 1' 

if-" 

Booth  Wiua. 

18.... 

Total  WalsB 

-  — - 

Antilm.  orBnUyCaetle 

aso 

SfiO 

M 

Durhsm  and   Norffinmber.  j 

g:::: 

S4.... 

AnthracUi. 
Carlow,  Qaeeua  CODnty 

340 

».... 

Nortbnm 

fl.0B9 

« 

1:; 

811... 

Total  equBre  miles 

The  most  important  and  productiTe  of  the  coal-fieldB  of  England  is  the 
Durham  and  Northumberland  baein  near  Newcastle  (No,  25  on  the  map). 
It  is  60  miles  long,  from  six  to  24  miles  wide,  and  produces  about  34  per 
cent,  of  the  coal  mined  in  England.  In  this  basin  are  10  seams  of  coal 
more  than  18  inches  thick,  six  of  them  being  more  than  three  feet,  and  ten 
of  them  less  than  three  feet.  The  two  most  important  beds,  the  High 
Main  and  the  Low  Main,  are  each  of  a  thickness  of  six  feet,  with  a  layer 
of  slate  or  poor  coal  in  each.  In  England,  six  feet  ia  thickness  of  coal  ia 
a  good  bed,  and  from  one  to  two  yards  is  a  common  size.  This  north-of- 
England  region  has  been  for  a  long  time  the  principal  source  of  the  supply 
of  English  coal. 

The  Staffordshire  and  ■Worcestershire  coal-fleld  is  21  miles  long,  and 
its  mean  breadth  is  between  seven  and  eight  miles.  The  Dudley  coal,  in 
South  Staffordshire  (No.  11,  on  the  map),  is  of  limited  extent,  but  the 
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principal  bed  of  coal  h  30  feet  thiclt,  aiwl  varies  from  24  to  36  feet,  which 
is  a  very  extraordinary  thiclmeas ; '  and  there  are  Atc  other  gooci  beds, 
measuring  4,  4,  8,  7,  and  13  feet,  the  whole  thickntas  of  coal  being  65  feet, 
StaiFordshire  and  Worcestershire  produce  about  11  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
product  of  the  United  Kingdom,  North  Staffordshire,  called  the  Pot- 
teries (No.  14),ha840Beamsof  coal,  withatotal  thickness  of  140  feet  of  coal, 
of  which  33  are  large  workable  beds  measuring  in  all  S4  feet.  Yorkshire 
(No.  19  and  30)  has  10  seams  of  coal,  with  a  total  thicknesa  of  45  feet,  of 
which  the  best  bed  ia  five  or  six  feet.    Leicestershire  (No,  10)  has  ten 


Beams  iif  a  workable  size,  with  45  feet  in  all  of  coal.  The  Cumbcrhnd 
coal-field  has  tliree  workable  seams,  Derbyshire  produte'i  thi.  valuable 
Splint  coal,    (Nos.  16  and  IT.) 

>  Seeplateotwoiihig  In  this  thick  toal. 
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Scutland  produces  13  per  ceat.  of  the  coal  of  tlie  United  Kingdom. 
The  great  coal-field  of  Scotland  has  an  extreme  length  of  94  milea,  with 
an  average  breadth  of  35  miles,  and  a  workable  surface  of  somewhere 
between  1,450  and  l,7fi0  square  miles.  lu  Lanarkshiie  (No.  28),  there  are 
20  to  30  beds  of  coal.  Clyde  (No,  29)  has  84  coal-bedB ;  Johnstone  (No.  30) 
has  10  coal-beds— in  all  100  feet  of  coal.  The  Midlothian  (No.  81)  has 
24  seams,  measuring  94  feet.  East  Lothian  (No.  82)  has  SO  to  60  coal-beda, 
over  one  foot  thick,  in  all  188  feet,  the  thickest  being  13  feet.  Kilmamoct 
(Nt).  33)  produces  anthracite.  Basin  No.  84,  south  of  Ayrshire,  haa  61 
feet  of  coal ;  and  in  the  Clackman,  in  Fifeshirc,  there  are  142  coal-seams. 
In  North  Wales  (Nob.  37,  38,  and  39),  the  coal  is  bituminous ;  there  are 
seven  beds  in  all,  from  27  to  30  feet  thick,  the  largest  being  from  six  to 
seven  feet.  The  coal-fleld  of  South  Wales  (No.  40)  is  54  miles  from  east 
to  west,  and  18  miles  in  width.  The  coal-producing  rocks  are  10,000  feet 
thick,  and  a  full  section  shows  25  workable  seams  above  two  feet  thick, 
making  in  all  84  feet  of  workable  coal.  The  anthracite  basins  of  South 
Wales,  and  of  the  southern  part  of  Ireland  (Nos.  47,  48, 49,  50,  and  51),  are 
described  in  Chapter  V,,  on  foreign  anthracite.  Ireland  has  about  70 
collieries,  of  which  80  arc  working  on  old  pillars  on  a  small  scale, 
only  producing,  in  all,  166,750  tons  in  1871.  England,  Scotland,  and 
Wales,  had  3,730  collieries  in  1871.  From  the  following  statement  it  ap- 
pears there  is  but  little  variation,  from  year  to  year,  in  the  relative  quan- 
tity of  coal  prodttoed  in  the  several  districts : 


Sammary  o/the  Quantitim  of  Coal  produced  in  each  Coal  District  ■ 
United  Kingdom,  as  officialh/  reported. 


1  the 


.™™. 

^^ 

.,... 

18«I. 

i8ae. 

yirrJ:c. 

Durham  and  Horlhum&er-j. 

sa 

95,083,000 

M.eei.ooo 

85.766,000 

Sa,741,00O 

1,431,000 
9.855,000 
4,696,000 
l.09B,000 
965,000 
889,000 
12,201.000 

ii,eefi,ooo 

880,000 
1,138,000 

1,818,000 
9.BM,000 
4,851.000 
1.5T5.000 
1.180.000 
881,000 
l!i,51K,00n 

l.«l,000 

VorkBhlre  ..      ..               [ 

Sj;&i,i;;.;.v.::::;: 

i 

B 

8,4BO,0OO 
1,816.000 
651,000 
B8C.000 
13,869,000 
13.096,000 
95i:000 
1,893,000 

\  6,786,000 

810,000 

7M,l)00 

10,874,000 

«sas'.".-:i'!.':°™,M 

1,181.000 

"""I""" ( 

? 

1,808,000 

1.876.000 

1.978,000 

1,960,000 

8,786,000 

BoBtb  Wales 

40 

SffiSS 

iSS 

9,iBo!ooa 

3,352,000 
7.808,000 

North  Walea [ 

1,988.000 

a.37I,000 

9,185,000 

1,997,000 

»^tl»"d 

13,^0,000 

'im;ooo 

14.130,000 

mlooo 

'li8,'0liO 

13,508,000 
1S5;000 

T»tal 

»8,t51,<X» 

lOt.600,000 

1W,418,000 

93,988,000 

In  the  year  1868  some  degree  of  public  ansiety  was  awakened  in  Eng- 
land on  the  Buttject  of  the  permanence  of  their  coal-supply.    The  soientific 
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jonmala  directed  attention  to  tlie  calculatione  of  Prof.  Jevous,  and  the 
matter  was  distcussed  in  Parliament.  In  June  of  that  year  a  royal  com- 
mission  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  seTeral  matters  relating  to  coal 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  After  five  years  of  investigation  at  great  expense, 
with  the  advantage  of  paid  asBiatants,  and  with  every  facility  afforded  them 
for  collecting  materials,  their  report  was  completed  in  July,  1871,  forming 
three  lai^e  volumes,  in  all  1,350  double-colunm  pages,  royal  quarto  size. 

"Thesttbjects  intrusted  to  the  five  committees  were:  the  possible  depth 
of  working,  waste  in  combustion,  waste  in  working,  the  probability  of 
finding  coa!  under  the  Permian,  New  Bed  Sandstone,  and  other  superin- 
cumbent strata,  and  mineral  statistics  respectively. 

"  The  investigation  to  determine  the  maximum  depth  t»  which  it  would 
be  possible  to  work  coal  hsA  not  been  conclusive,  but  the  commiaaonera 
consider,  from  the  evidence  before  them,  that  it  might  fairly  be  asaumed 
that  a  depth  of  at  least  4,000  teet  might  be  reached.  This  acknowledgment 
must  give  general  satisfaction ;  for,  at  present,  there  are  only  about  two 
mines  that  have  reached  one-half  of  that  depth,  and,  from  the  experience 
gained  in  those,  it  appears  that  the  high  temperature  is  not  in  many  cases 
permanent,  and  is  frequently  much  modilicd  by  accidental  circumstances. 
The  temperature  of  the  earth  is  constant  at  a  depth  of  about  50  feet,  and 
at  that  depth  the  temperature  is  60°  Fahr,  The  rate  of  increase  in  the 
coal  districts  is  generally  about  1°  Fahr,  for  every  BO  feet  of  depth.  The 
heating  process  is  most  rapid  at  first,  when  the  difference  of  temperature 
between  the  air  and  the  strata  is  greatest,  and  gradually  diminishes  as  the 
length  of  the  passage  is  extended,  never  ceasing  until  complete  assimila- 
tion of  temperature.  The  air  takes  up  the  heat  much  more  rapidly  in 
pillar  and  Stall  working  than  in  long-wall.  The  absorption  of  heat  from 
the  strata,  by  the  circulation  of  the  air,  gradually  lowers  the  temperature 

"  The  labors  of  Committee  0  were  directed  to  the  inquiry  whether  there 
IS  reason  to  believe  that  coat  is  wasted  by  bad  working,  or  by  carelessness. 
It  seems  that  the  extension  of  the  long-wall  system  has  diminished  waste, 
but  much  is  still  lost  by  bad  working  and  carelessness — a  very  consider- 
able amount  in  proportion  to  that  which  is  actually  used.  Under  favorable 
systems  of  working,  the  loss  is  about  10  per  cent,,  while,  in  a  very  lai^e 
number  of  instances,  the  ordinary  waste  and  loss  amounts  to  40  per  cent. 

"  With  regard  to  the  quantity  of  coal  in  known  coal-fields,  it  is  estima- 
ted that  within  depths  not  exceeding  4,000  feet,  and  after  making  the  neces- 
sary deductions,  there  are  (including  upward  of  130,000,000  tons  in  Ireland), 
80,307,285,398  statute  tons ;  while  below  4,000  feet  there  are  7,320,840,732 
tons,  making  97,538,136,1 20  tons  in  all,  and,  in  the  estimate,  no  considera- 
tion has  been  taken  of  any  bed  of  coal  lesa_than  one  foot  in  thickness.  To 
this  must  be  added  a  further  quantity  of  66,273,000,000  tons  for  the  prob- 
able amount  of  coal  under  Permian  and  other  overlying  formations  at 
depths  of  less  than  4,000  feet,  and  deducting  40  per  cent,  for  contingen- 
cies, giving  an  aggregate  of  146,460,000,000  tons.     Estimating  a  gradual 
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increase  in  the  popnlation,  and  that  the  consumption  per  head  of  popu- 
lation will  attain  ita  masimum  at  the  end  of  the  present  century,  a  total 
consumption  is  shonn  of  146,730,000,000  tons  in  860  years,  so  that  about 
Christmas,  3331,  we  shall  have  to  look  for  our  supply  of  coal  from  tits 
Hub-Permian  deposits,  at  a  depth  of  below  4,000  feet.  The  commissionerB 
admit  that  every  hypothesis  must  be  purely  speculative,  but  that  if  the 
present  rate  of  increase  in  the  consumption  of  coal  be  indefinitely  con- 
tinued, even  in  an  approximate  degree,  the  progress  toward  the  exhaustion 
of  our  coal  will  be  very  rapid." 

This  report  has  been  severely  criticised  in  the  Britith  Quarterly  Bevi^» 
for  July,  1873.  The  writer  argues  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  increase 
of  temperature  is  at  least  1°  Fahr.  for  every  55  feet  in  depth,  and  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  it  follows  an  accelerating  ratio.  At  itonkwearmouth 
mines,  the  depth  worked  is  1,640  feet  below  the  surface,  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  high  temperature,  the  men  worii  shorter  hours,  which  in- 
volves an  increased  expenditure.  At  Rosebridge,  the  deepest  shatl  in 
England,  3,376  feet,  the  temperature  of  the  earth  is  93°.  At  3,690  feet, 
the  temperatnre  reaches  blood-heat  (08°),  in  which  continuous  esertion  is 
impossible.  The  limit  to  which  coal  can  be  extracted,  before  we  commence 
a  steady  increase  of  cost,  may  be  taken  at  1,700  feet,  and  the  limit  of  prac- 
ticable extraction  at  1,000  feet  lower.  No  engineer,  who  has  a  reputation 
to  lose,  would  venture  to  affix  his  name  to  a  report  that  would  contem- 
plate the  economical  working  of  eoal-mines  at  a  lower  depth  than  3,700 
feet.  From  1,700  to  3,700' feet  there  must  be  a  steady  increase  in  the  cost 
of  working. 

As  to  the  quantity  of  unmined  coal,  the  estimate  includes  every  thing 
that  is  black,  and  that  is  more  than  13  inches  in  thickness.  It  also  in- 
cludes the  total  cube  quantity  of  coal.  As  to  the  very  large  quantity  of 
coal  believed  to  exist  in  undiscovered  beds,  the  writer  declines  to  regard 
the  probability  of  its  extraction  as  being  at  present  a  serious  question. 
He  figures  up  but  39,000,000,000  tons  as  the  total  quantity  of  available 
coal,  and  that,  if  the  present  rate  of  increase  uf  consumption  continues,  the 
last  ton  of  this  will  be  extracted  Anno  Domini  It)45. 

It  is  a  mathematical  certainty  that  the  exhaustion  of  a  definite  quan- 
tity of  material  which  is  consumed  at  an  annually  increased  rate  is  only 
a  question  of  time.  But  this  is  really  a  narrow  and  imperfect  basis  on 
which  to  solve  the  question,  how  long  the  supply  of  coal  in  England  will 
hold  out.  It  is  really,  he  says,  the  question  of  the  pnce  at  which  coal  can. 
be  laid  down  in  an  English  port — comparing  that  paid  for  the  produce 
of  their  own  mines  with  that  paid  for  the  produce  of  other  coal-fields, 
including  ireight — that  must  determine  the  question  of  the  activity,  or 
the  disuse  of  the  English  collieries,  whatever  may  be  the  amount  of  coal 
actually  underlying  the  soil  at  that  time.  Within  the  last  year  (1873),  a 
very  large  increase  :n  the  wages  paid  for  mining  labor,  and  a  great  ad- 
vance in  the  prices  of  English  coals,  have  taken  place.  The  proverbial 
absurdity  of  "  carrying  coals  to  Newcastle  "  may  yet  be  realized. 
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Tbere  are  fifty-nine  small  coal-basins  in  Fbahcb,  of  which  the  moat 
important  are  those  of  the  Loire,  and  those  of  St.-&icnne,  which  are  the 
best  known  and  the  largest,  comprising  about  00,000  acres.  In  this  basin 
are  18  beds  of  bituminous  coal,  and  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  are 
several  smaller  basins  containing  anthracite.  The  total  area  of  coal  in 
France  is  probably  not  less  than  S,000  square  miles.  In  1864,  the  Govern- 
ment ei^neers  estimated  there  were  800,000  tons  of  anthracite  produced, 
and  of  the  12,000,000  of  tons,  the  mean  average  quautit;  obtained  an- 
nually in  France,  at  the  present  time,  about  1,000,000  tons  are  hard  an- 
thracite, and  the  same  quantity  of  softer  anthracite,  containing  sis  or  seven 
per  cent  of  oxygen  and  hydrogen.  The  coal-basins  of  Prance  are  on 
granite  or  metamorphic  rocks,  with  beds  or  rather  masses  of  coal  of  ir- 
regular and  unequal  thickness,  sometimes  attaining  to  40,  60,  and  80  feet, 
and  in  one  or  two  places  180  feet  in  thickness,  of  a  local  character.  Both 
in  their  size,  and  the  granite  on  whicli  they  rest,  they  resemble  the  coal- 
basin  near  Richmond,  Virginia. 


pToivfition  of  Coal  in  France,  compiled  from  the  Official  Seturni  in  the 
Report  of  the  Eoyal  OommieHon. 
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The  Belgian  coal-field  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  Europe,  but 
not  the  most  productive,  and  occupies  two  districts,  that  of  Liege,  con- 
taining 100,000,  and  that  of  Hainault,  containing  200,000  acres.  In  each, 
the  number  of  coal-seams  is  very  considerable,  but  the  beds  are  so  thin, 
and  BO  much  disturbed,  as  to  require  special  modes  of  working,  and  they 
produce  various  qualities  of  coal.  The  small  extent  of  the  Belgian  coal- 
field, says  L.  Siraonin,  is  compensated  for  by  the  great  number  of  the  coal- 
seams,  and  by  their  numerous  and  singular  zigzag  contortions,  which 
have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  quantity  in  a  small,  workable  surface. 
All  the  seams,  even  to  the  very  thinnest  bands,  have  yielded  to  the  elevating 
and  compressing  force,  without  being  fractured,  except  at  certain  points  ; 
even  the  sharp  bends  in  the  angles  having  been  produced  without  under 
going  fracture.  In  this  respect,  the  formation  resembles  out  anthracite 
coal-fields. 
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Production  of  Coal  in  Belgium. 
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The,  production  of  1869  was  represented  by  old  Prussia,  33,761,004; 
Sasony,  2,584,393 ;  Bavaria,  340,571 ;  and  the  other  states  of  the  Zolre- 
rein,  88,411 ;  in  all,  36,774,368  tons.  The  coal  production  of  Prussia  is 
larger  than  that  of  any  other  country  in  Europe.  The  brown  coal  in- 
cluded in  the  above  statement  is  lesa  than  one-third  of  the  whole  amount. 

In  Pntrsaii,  the  coal-measures  are  said  to  be  30,000  feet  thick,  containing 
117  seams,  in  all  3B4  feet  of  coal.  In  another  field  there  are  164  seams, 
over  six  inches  thick,  in  all,  338  feet  of  coal ;  and  of  workable  seams  there 
are  77  seams  with  240  feet  of  coal  in  a  region  60  miles  long  by  20  miles 
wide.  Some  of  the  seams  are  10,  13,  and  14  feet  thick,  and  it  is  extraor- 
dinary that  the  lowest  known  seams  are  bituminous  or  caking  coals,  and, 
the  higher  they  range  in  the  series,  the  more  dry  or  anthracite  do  they 
become.  In  Hunoaby,  there  is  a  brown  coal  of  a  good  quality,  in  beds  of 
the  thickness  of  SO,  70,  and  even  130  feet. 

In  the  province  of  Asturias,  in  old  Castile,  in  the  northern  part  of  Spain, 
is  a  coal-field  which  in  length  reaches  from  the  frontiers  of  France  to  those 
of  Portugal,  and  in  breadth  at  least  eight  or  10  miles,  and  probably  much 
more.  It  is  said  to  contain  60  coal-seams,  and  other  accounts  say  upward 
of  100  workable  seams  of  bituminous  coal,  from  8  feet  to  6^  feet,  and  some 
of  them  even  ISJ-  feet  thick,  of  the  very  best  quality  of  coal,  equal  to  that 
of  Northumberland  and  Durham.  These  beds  are  varionaly  inclined  and 
contorted,  often  nearly  vertical,  and  even  reversed.    The  coal-fields  of 


Hosted  by 


Google 


PROGRESS  OF  THE  ANTHRACITE  COAL  TRADE  OP  PE^T^TSTLVAiriA. 


1820 
1821 
1822 


1827  32,074 
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267,793 

377,002 

429,453  1,131,724 

517,116  1,      , 

1847      633,507  1,665,735 

1843       670,321  1,733,721 

1849  781,656  1.728,500 

1850  690,456  1,840,620 
1861        964,224  2,328,525 

1852  1,072,136 

1853  1.054,309  2,665,110 

1854  1,207,186  3,191,670 

1855  1,281,113  3,552,943 

1856  1,351,970  ,      . 

1857  1,318,541  3,373,797 

1858  1,380,030  3,273,245 

1859  1,628,311  3,448,708 

1860  1,821,674  3,749, 

1861  1,738,377  3,160,747 

1862  1,351,054  3,372,583 

1863  1,894,713  3,911, 

1864  2,054,669  4,161.970 

1865  2,040,913  4,356,"   " 

1866  2,179,364  5,787,902 
1367    2,502,054  5,161,671 

1868  2,507,582  5,335,731 

1869  1,929,523  5,725,' ~~ 
1S70    3,172,916  4,851. 

1871  2,116,683  6,314.422 

1872  3,743,278 


By  P.  W.  SHBAFEB,  Engineer  and  G-oQlogiat,  Pottsville,  Pa. 
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2,941,817  8,513,123 
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3,254.519  9,652,391 
4,736,616  12,703,882 
5,326,000  12,988,7ffi 
5,990,813  13,834.132 
6.063,369  13,723,030 
7,825,128  15,849,899 
6,682,302  15,113,407 
8,812,906  19,026,126 
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Afiturias  are  litely  hereafter  to  be  ranked  among  tte  most  Taluable  in 
Europe,  but  at  present  the  production  is  small.  Reducing  their  metric 
quintals  to  tons  of  3,340  lbs.,  the  production  in  186i  was  175,595  tons ; 
in  1865,  308,864;  in  1866,  177,776  tons;  and  560,387  tons  in  186S,  besides 
39,430  tons  of  lignite. 

The  great  majority  of  the  deposits  of  coal  in  Austeia  are  found  in  the 
northwest  portion  of  the  empire,  and  the  Tertiary  deposits  do  not  yield  in 
importance  to  the  more  ancient  formations.  The  following  tabular  state- 
ments contain  all  that  would  afford  much  interest  to  American  readers. 

Quantities  of  coal  and  brown  coal  produced  in  each  province  in  1863, 
that  of  Bohemia  being  the  largest,  the  Austrian  centners  being  reduced  to 
tons  of  3,240  Iba. : 
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n.    IN   THE    UNITED    STATES. 

There  can  be  no  more  deceptive  statement  made  in  regard  to  the  Ameri- 
can coal-fields,  which  may  be  at  the  same  time  true,  than  that  of  their  area 
only.  But  the  reader,  who  ia  presumed  to  have  read  the  preceding  portion 
of  this  work,  will  be  thereby  enabled  to  discriminate  between  good  and 
bad  quality,  thick  and  thin  seams,  their  nearness  to  the  surface,  and  the 
Acilities  for  mining  and  transportation  to  a  good  market;  but  especially 
between  good  and  bad  quality.  In  order  that  no  one  may. be  misled  by 
mere  size,  the  following  tabular  statement  of  the  areas  of  the  coal-flelds  in 
each  State  ia  accompanied  by  another,  giving  the  annual  production  of 
each,  so  as  to  lead  to  a  more  just  estimate  of  their  present  importance. 
The  State  of  Kansas  contains  far  more  square  miles  of  coal  than  Penn- 
sylvania ;  yet  the  large  bed  in  the  little  Hazelton  Basin,  five  miles  long,  and 
42 
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less  than  one  mile  wide,  is  wortii  more  than  all  the  coal  in  Kansas.  The 
fourth  great  coal-Held,  or  that  in  the  States  of  Iowa,  Miaaouri,  Nebraska, 
and  Kansas,  contains  64,887  square  miles  of  surface,  and  great  as  is  its 
importance  in  that  vast,  fertile,  treelcBs,  prairie  country,  yet  it  cannot  be 
compared,  in  any  respect  but  size,  to  the  first  or  Alleghany  coal-field  in 
the  Statea  of  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Marylajid,  "West  Virginia,  Eastern  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee,  and  Alabama,  containing  58,737  square  miles,  the  coal 
in  the  lattw  being  so  much  better.  But,  in  any  view  that  may  be  .taken, 
we  should  be  content  with  our  bonntiful  storea  of  coal,  although  it  is  not 
all  of  equally  good  quality. 

Area  of  the  Coal-jUld*  of  America,  and  tkeir  Animal  Praduction, 


a.  Matylaod  iBig  Bed,  S3  milesl 

a.  West  Virginia  (Taylor,  S1,1B5) 

4.  Ohio. 

5.  East  KsutDCk* 

6.  TennflBBae 

7.  Alflbama  (First  Ooai-fleW,  08,TST| 

B.  Hicblgan  (SecoBd  CoBl-fleld) 

B.  Indiansi 

10.  lUlnota 

11.  West  Kentack;  (Third  Coal-field,  47,133) . . . 


19.  North  Carolina... 


Cemua  Report  qf  Coal  mined  in  each  County 
Year  ending  Jwne  1,  1870,  Alio  the  Niim 
Men  and  Boyt  employed. 
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STATISnOS  OF  COAL  MINED. 
Oen»v»  E^ort  of  Ooal  (continued). 
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&.-.-.V.V.-.::::;:: 

! 
• 

1 
1 

130 

is 

1,08 

1B,41 

45;60( 
17,33 

■!;S 

,.S 

bSC'"'''' 

arsoo 

43^644 

^X^™:;;::::..:::, 

1.409 

Total,  MlBBOnri..,. 

M 

1,B78 

681,930 

1^ 

8 

1,426 

Wajne. 

IB 

t 

Tolal,Iowa  

_« 

!» 

S6S,4ffr 

Bearer 
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APFENDIS  VI. 
Censtta  £eport  of  Coal  (continued). 


■"~™"™- 

...,. 

Ji 

B^.. 

Torn. 

■"^s"'" 

.... 

Bt- 

^ 

i 

m 

i 
1 

at 

1,991 

i.«b: 

1,04! 
IMS 

116,200 
IBllsM 

«341£ 
SJ4,3S8 
18C4K 

«,B10 
8»,S8t 

las 

1« 

Centra 

Total,  Teaneesee... 

Weil  nrgiiOa. 
Boone 

11 

419 

183,418 

S 

sni 

m 

8,487 

7.aCK),8S6 

Total,  W.Virginl». 
Cbesterfldd 

41 

1,140 

808,878 

Ohio. 
At^ieua 

1 

i 

s 

i 

SI 
B 

60* 

]« 
94& 

1 

81 

181,140 

•"■SJ 

309,677 
"40O 

«.„ 

67,078 

i.eoo 

•as 

638,878 
II0,4SB 

Is 

1 

61 

1 

BT.isa 

Montgometj- 

Total,  ■Virginia 

3.  LlONITB. 

],4)!a 

a 

m 

a 

a 

Lawreneev 

Total,  Colorado.... 

TTvomlng. 
Carbon  Station 

WatJUngbm. 

8 

,. 

= 

16B 
BO 

I^EE: 

BO,000 

&.V.V.;  ■:•;■::■ 

mah. 

J 

G 
SO 

B,BOO 

Tolal,Ut«li 

Total,  Ohio 

807 

7j»r 

B,5a7,aso 

0 

afi 

B,8«l 

Summary  of  the  Cenxia  Heport  of  the  Coal  lYade  qfthe  United  States. 


MbtL 

™«,PLO™n.|BOT»=MPLO™. 

tokim™ 

u.dB^ 

T^ofc™. 

^. 

^^: 

^^" 

UnJn- 

»ta^ 

1.  ABTmuon-. 

!BT 

„,» 

80,OM 

5,600 

8,57? 

68,008 

ass 

18,836 

80,181 

6.605 

3,678 

68,083      15,868,487 
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STATISTICS  OF  COAL  MINED. 
SummiM^  of  the  UsTieua  Eaport  (continued.) 


Zi 

^w,^r^. 

,™  .MPLo™. 

^c-1 

STATES  Am>.ERB.TOR..^ 

P«Z. 

^':^ 

(T^ 

^i. 

"^ 

a.  BuDioKons. 

1 

3 

8 

1,068 

401 

698 
1,911 

■■| 

414 

fi,lUS 

•■a 

1^ 

6,B3S 

"•Sg 

887' 
889 

18 
-88 

■■■-'■ 
■■'■■ 

"bob 

1,864 

'•i 

is 

64S 
1,140 

11,000 

8*8,487 

160,688 

»» 

'K! 

1^0 

»,43T 

89,681 

663 

ffIB 

40,166 

lT,a46,468 

Colorado^  ^™^ 

3 
8 

4 
W 
■79 

IS 

'.'.'..'. 

■■•is 

1 

BlSM 

11 

W 

113  1    

IB 

386 

78,141 

Total  of  sU  kinds 

1,M(I 

58,408 

09,987 

6,168 

S.968 

08,686 

33,999,049 

Fmaneial  StatUties  of  the  Coal  Trade 

OS  reported  ly  tlie  Csnmie  of  1870. 

■TATE3  AND  TERRITOEIES. 

CplUI. 

WH«. 

MlUri^ 

^^ 

1.   ANTHR4CITB. 

«M'9g'Saa 

»23,9TO,318 

a3;ooo 

M,SM,S58 
4,100 

Total,  AnthradlB 

$51,008,386 

»a3,003,813 

*3JS99,069 

$38,481,446 

a,  BinwiHOca. 

4.496,676 
664,448 

!gS 

"■is 

3,697,  aso 

779,300 
1,434,800 

■|| 

soiioi 

378.411 
808,483 

1,377;804 
3990 

11 

ei»,ST6 

If 

393,447 
4Si664 

6^'^ 

446'^'^ 

sSrEiEEi::;;;-- 

1,035,'968 

$48,949,944 

$80,334,916 

11,883,846 

$38,830,968 

8.  LmsiT.. 

s 

448,000 

s 

Is 

6;9e5 

$18,600 

,  14,960 

»S80«« 

307,419 

•69,789 

$939,614 

ToWlofanHnds 

$100,698,089 

$43,646,648 

S6,B51,693 

$73.M0,9I7 
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APPENDIX  TI. 


Statutica  of  the  Several  Vmrietiea  of  Bituminoiu  Coal  mined,  m  Pennsylva- 
nia in  IB'Il.dervced  from  E^otU  made  to  the  Auditor- General  and  other 
Aiithentio  Sources. 


OPE«A.0^0»C0MPA... 

iuar«a,«i«ut,. 

Topieuii 

T™«b1i 

I.  SEMI-BITIIMINOITS  COAL 

BBtDrOKD  COTTKTT. 

Barclay  Ballroad 

ias;o9B 

Tiooi  Comtrr. 

198,081 

' 

819,848 

Ltoohiho,  Cbktrk,  4  Cleabpield  Oo'b. 

CLunnsLD  Co.  on  PajmreBD'o  Kmioh." 

81,638 
68^000 

as 

6,040 

as 

9i.m 

H3.S86 

36,161 

Bia;™ 

341,847 
la|S4J 

li 

SMS 
SS43 

160 
143,144 

CiKBHiA  Comnr. 

(tohrla  Iron'a>55aii "  S.  A?^/d  ! !  1 " ! 

4TO,!S4 

810.631 
fl.OM 

819,618 
8,783,741 

Total  Saml-bltamlnoua 

'Analyali  of  Moshannon  Greek  Coal;  GarboD,  T1.668;  volatile  matter,  18.570; 
E.6Sa;  nater,  3.490;  eaipbui,  0.84T.  Tberolatile  mattec  contains  3,187  ol hydrogen. 
April,  1673. 

>  TbB  PenniylTania  EaUroad  racelTed  for  Iranaportatlon  on  tlie  west  slope  of  U 
ghany  Moonlsin  338,808  tons,  repairing  this  addition  to  the  qnantitlea  reported  b;  the 
ennmerated.    The  coal  or  the  Oembiia  Iron  Works  wae  not  carried  b;  the  lailrosd. 
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STATISTICS  OF  COAL  MINED. 
Produetion,  of  Bitum.iaovi  Coal  in  Penmyhania  (continued). 


o^,.,.o.c„^. 

B»llrMd,oiU«lllr. 

TOMtMh 

T«..lich 

It  BITUMIKOOS  COAL. 

Is 

S,«63 

MoKeAB  a™  JliFFEBHH.  CoDHTIIB. 

116,887 

6!oi7 

*nowmil*aiimnilt... 

84,095 

as 

11,4S0 

Blewartson  Fnmace... 

198,eS» 
SB,996 

1,000 

CtABlOH  ConsTt. 

■ffiBBBH  ConHTT. 

18,714 
11,873 

iIboo 

Allegbau;  Township... 

BT.OM 

BdTLKB  CODHTY. 

18,000 

iijisa 

61,484 

UfDHHi  Comrrv. 

.as 

208,698 

Mbboek  Cohhti. 

54,947 

SB 

4e,sBa 

Staen.  AiAl.  Ballroad... 

185,742 

3!I,3S4 
fil.DSl 

86,418 
8,648 
33,186 

isi.iia 

40.148 
4,S00 
1,348 

16,874 

O.AP.RaUtoad 



106,889 
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664  APPENDIX  VI. 

pTodueti&n 0/ £itumino-a»  Coalin Penn»ylvania  (continued). 


<™.™.  .•„„,„. 

ItaIlrM,°rl>w.ud. 

'"z:t 

D.Htlflii*Son. 

P.H.prP,0.&St,L,RR. 

4!1,011 

11 

%^ 
S,81S 
31,808 

S1.S10 

s 

3ae,T(B 

Monongahela  Slaok-water  NatigatWi 


John  O'Neil , 

Homer  Wood  it  Co... 
Eoberman  &  Co...... 


Joseph  Walton  &  Co. . , 


ULllor  Orawrord  &  Co 

E.  Fnilone 

Rotwrt  STniIbb 

MsrkHamM 

Kobart  Wellington, . . . 
Wllllaia  J.  ForBfth... 


s« 

Otsraeraand  St.Clair.. 

^.oei 

"""I"::::::::;::::::;;; 

^ffi 

i^^ 

SUZ.^!™::- 

''^'r 

lalooo 
es.ooi 

Tiere  are  many  others  not  reported,  but  the  total' quantities  shipped  0 
the  Monongahela  Navigation  in  18Y1  were  aa  follows ; 


POOLS. 

Cnjntl* 

Tool 

s&} 

1,847,609 
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STATISTICS  OF  COAL  MINED.  Q&i 

Other  Mines  in  AUegliany,  FayeUe.,anA  Westmoreland  Counties,  chiejty  o-, 


the  Pittalmrg  and  GonnelUtilU  Railroad. 

OPBBATOB  OB  COMPiKI. 

L«.U«t 

I=a^ 

ToalTan 

117.813 

li 

4B,0S4 

1 
1 

1 

slow 

21984 
1,954 

T^roEB  Township 

FroBt's  Stsdon 

isri^^y'e';^*^^'"'^"'^"'"'™"*^- 

Mount  Heasant 

941,662 

Au^saHAHT  TlLLBI  BmLBDUI. 

ii 

31,S30 
3600 
!,9M 

Pen/TowuBhii,^. 

S56,3flS 

iiSsSSli?:-:;:--'--'-' 

43,110 
8S,5T7 

^^B^";.^".';^;: 

!17,e98 

l!S:;;|as;.S£S!l«1."!^:::::: 

24,880 
60  000 

£31,915 

460,890 
lOJWO 

686,498 
14.4K8 

esEura  CouiiTi. 

6,7B!t,843 

'  There  la  greatdifficnBy  In  Baking  sn  BCOBrsteatotementotllia  pradncUon  ufcoalln  Alleghsny 
ADd  Fa/ettfi  Cotintie^  on  aeconnt  of  tha  veiy  Iat^  local  consumptinu  of  coal  receWed  dlrectlj  floai 
tie  mines  by  Iton-worfci,  MlMtorkB.  and  oUier  manafcctorioa,  or  oonTerted  Into  coke,  and  conald- 

Rndon,  TheBeBtaaBaea,anionnIlngtonearlj4,0IM),000lona,are  the  first  attempt  itadetslW  report 
of  the  bltomlnona  coal.trade  of  this  important  district  Tliaj-  arc  good  as  fir  as  tbey  go,  hut  most 
be  regraded  u  an  approiIinatloD  oiilj'.    There  la  a  large  Increaao  lo  ISTS, 
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APPENDIX  VI. 


Otlur  Millet  in  Mercer  Cotvnty. 


OPERATOR,  ETC. 

B.dl»d,.K 

T»«. 

ToiilToni. 

m.  SPLINT  OR  BLOCK  GOAL. 
Mbkceb  Cofsti. 

iSS^#?i::..::::;::::::: 

M,B17 
B3,eM 

«,7(iB 

i 
ii 

83,4!i5 

f$s£S^'?h::::::::::z::::. 

» 

'1       II       jLoeal 

Total  Block  Coal 

4sa,t(oo 

s.raa,74i 

•■»a 

Total  BltamlnonB  Coal  of  all  kinds.. 

e,«09,B84 

StaftsHo 

oj  tJte  Blonaburg 

ffiflifion,  iw 

Tioga  County,  Fa 

OlDB 

LOBBBDBG 

B1NK8. 

BOEBIBBDH 

FillESOOS 

AEBOI. 

YEARS. 

A.^C^ 

«;,Zi. 

a^M. 

ccjiicor 

F.I]  e™* 

W^^-e 

rrt.m«.. 

.Sfi.Mfl 

IS 
Si 

ao,ooo 

BGSttS 

41,729 
82,737 
28:873 

30;4SO 

io,Jsi 

ss 

1^ 

ss 

sa 

Sb8^ 

830.740 

1M,«48 

wra 

'49,688 

1400,116 

"IS.SflO 

3,160,84!t 

S,18B,aM 

861.831 

6,T81,(lia 

'  Total  tons,  Old  BloBBbnrs  Minea,  B 


Hosted  by 


Google 


STATISTICS  OF  COAL  MINED. 


The  Barclay  Coal-Trade. — The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of 
coal  shipped  from  the  Barclay  coal-region  since  it  waa  first  opened  : 


I^ES. 

Bucl>7  O™!  Co 

■^.^^c^c. 

.^.■^c«, 

.^^...^ 

i 

62  TCI 
5*,BB5 

48^75 

i 

67,ceo 

176,807 
1B8,S10 

1 

iis,ee-i 

40,B3S 

S:m6 

73,197 

8^,843 

410.6M 

i.oa),33a 

899,698 

1.880,374 

J%«  Sullivan  County  lemi-anthraaite  was  first  sent  to  market  in  Sep- 
tember, 1871.  Amount  shipped  that  year,  24,665  tons,  and  in  1873,  64,96€ 
tons.  Analysis  of  this  coal :  Oarhon,  89.29  ;  afihes,  5.66 ;  volatile  matter 
ohiefly  water,  6.06, 


!   Sltl 


Coal  carried  iy  the  SuntingUm  d.  Broad  Top  Mountain 
Railroad,  la  Penngyhaniii 


WABS. 

t™. 

TIAEa 

Ton. 

TBABS 

T„, 

issa. 

11 

188  908 
7!i8SO 

i 

813  606 

306  6-8 

244.41a 

1888 
18^ 

819  biB 

IHAES. 

Tm.. 

TEAmi. 

Ton^ 

TEABB. 

Tom. 

8,^60 

IE 

63,137 
8B;866 

TEAKS. 

Inu. 

-rsARS. 

Torn. 

TliBS. 

Ton.. 

Km 

64,867 
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J8  APPENDIX  TI. 

Coal  carried  on  the  Little  Sam-Mill  Run  Railroad,  near  Pitisiurg. 


TBABS. 

t™. 

TKiBS. 

TOB^ 

TEUtS. 

1W. 

103,436 
lial450 

m,of* 

151,128 

123.642 
145,368 

ism. 

1869 

Quantities  of  Coal  »Mpped  annually  on   the  MorMyngahela 
J^migation. 

Slaeh-'water 

TIABB.            1            T«,t 

IKABB. 

Tsni. 

TIAHB. 

Too- 

1M,»N 

s 

S;!!S 

8B»,360 

iSs 

I.SIS.MO 

isoi. 

;£::::::::::: 

S,39U» 

Coal  and 

CoJce  earrud  on  the  Pittsburg  &  OonnOMAlle  Railroad. 

TBuu.        1         T«». 

TEABB. 

T^DK 

TB.Ra. 

Tom. 

1I.W4 

iaO,8SB 
IB9,CS0 
3S6,MS 

SS5 

Statement  of  Pituminous  Coal  moted  on   the  P&imsylcania 

1870  atid  1871,  and  the  Qnantities  purehaaedfor  the  Gompany^i  The  in 
each  Loeality,  thoteing,  approximately,  the  Production  of  each  Distriet. 


1S70. 

1971. 

BAILROAM.  BTO. 

t™. 

Co.'.  C«l. 

t™. 

0,.'.C«L 

Handastou  £  Broad  TopRallrond 

70,339 
144,M1 
801^ 

10,000 

is 

6,013 
214,(U9 

8i,ssa 

828.608 

if 

317,898 

T0,3eo 
iea;s46 

6,986 
36,1«1 
m;B98 

FlttabiiK  A  ConnelVviire  Railroad  ... 

aa6,8in 

Between  Brill  ton  and  iplVtabiiirg 

Pitts.  &Conii.R»Uro8d.Brinton 

i3;a6j 

Coal  carried  aa  freight 

1,T40.B80 
264,616 

984,616 

S.480.T6a 
386,584 

886.584 

2,605,196 

3,867,847 

Goal  milled  Sy  the  Melntyre  Coal  Company  at  Salaton,  Pa.,  on  Che 
Korthem  Central  Railroad.— In  1870, 17,808  tons ;  in  1871,  106,130  tons; 
and  in  1BT2,  171,427  tons.  Total  production  for  the  first  three  yeara, 
205,366  tons. 
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StatUties  of  the  Cumberland  Coal-Trade,  from,  iu  Gommencement,  com- 
piled  from  Official  Sources  Sy  C.  Slaek,  Mount  Savage,  Maryland. — 
Details  of  the  Production  of  1873. 


!!«.« 

.^o,0,„^„„„. 

To 

C.J,O.0«,. 

LOOM.. 

TOTAL. 

t™.. 

T^i^ 

t™.. 

t™,. 

eo,«e9 

M 

6S,M1 

li 

838,830 

ii 

114.644 
80,180 
8963 

■iim 

'a'wi 
'sao 

485,463 

sra.iTO 

0,U 

fo 

Hamp.  ABaU.  Coal  Co.  (SBdI'd) 

"    (jJaUonalMlne),.. 

198;443 
IfH,686 

i 

Heamonb  Coal  and  Iron  Co 

^S 

u 

Uidlolblan  Coal' and  iiouCkk 

1,4B2.K40 

eiE,lDS 

8MOT 

S,B3S,4M 

!B,0S1 

RBCiFITDtAnOB. 

81,098 

."        !'.             "t  •""**■ 

ES,8T7 

RaUroad 

S'B 

80,441 

1,5S1  tons  eaarfoal  ehipped  dncing  Uie  yea 

Coai  «»«(?  ill  Laeomotii'ei 

BaUlmora  &  Oblo  Bailroad,  1^ 

Penna  jivania  Hailroad,  18T1 , 


/  the  Four  Great  Hailroadt. 


'k  Central  £  B.  B.  B^Iroad  (Alban;  to  Bofi&la},  1873 SST.OOO 

Total 1,ST5,T(8 

Coal  ■used  in  the  Manufacture  of  Pig-Iron.^ 


Antbracttfi  and  liitnmlnonB  coal  Dsed 4,175,87 
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STATISTICS   OF  COAL  MINED. 


Statiatici  of  the  Coal  carried  on  the  N'ew  York  Canals,  derived  froi 
Reports  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Ganal  Department.' 


'r..tj 

ToUJTm.oT 

TtUlwr 

T.U.p^«. 

TIJ^-««. 

S4». 

9m 

18B1 

riM 

13^ 

ISB^ 

Statuties  o/  the  Coal-Trade  on  the  New  YorTc  GanaU  (oontmued). 


Ii 


783,«n 


,SS8,3S1 

,811,669 
,StM,408 


433,163 

i»o,eis 

1TS,14fi. 
UIGT,S88> 
I)H,1M< 
S9S,9eO> 
, 60S,IM4. 

.,a9it.Ttol  -raB.Bta;. 


ill! 


S»,Sai  1!6,!>1T 
B0,a(N,MR,94S 

GT,4ttm,llB 
in,TSSt90,4GS 
6M»  167,990 


M,7Sai..,.  . 
e9,TS6  !»0,3[IT 

87,809  aia,afie 


83.»)1  19T,87B 


Bituminouf  Coal-Trade  on  Lake  Erie. 
The  first  time  that  bituminona  ooal  appears  as  aa  article  of  c 
at  the  Lake  ports  was  in  1829,  when  the  northern  division  of  the  Ohio 
Canal  was  opened  to  the  edge  of  the  Ohio  coal-flelil,  near  Akron,  From 
this  date  until  abont  1854,  when  the  Cleveland  &  Pittsburg  and  Cleveland 
&  Mahoning  Eailways  penetrated  the  same  coal-field,  it  was  brought  to 
Cleveland  wholly  by  oanal.  The  bitaminous  ooal  from  Mercer  Comity, 
Peanaylyania,  in  the  Chenango  Valley  along  the  eastern  line  of  Ohio,  ia 


>  The  foUoirliig  are  the  quantitieB  carriad  snaually  od  tbere  canal! 
d  nortli  from  tide-water,  belnff  the  whole  trade,  and  the  onlj  Biatl 
at  period;  1S34,  l.tCStons:  lt35,  6,BTBtDDB:  1830,  fi,43fl  tons ;  IBSV 
D9;  ISm.l.WHtoaei  ISIO,  S.OMlons;  IS^l,  9.883  tons ;  and  ]»£.  1. 


m  1G34  to  1843,  weet 
B  preeervea  drniog 
BO  tons;  1888,6,472 


>  A  verylargeqnantUy  ofcoalfortbosnpply  of  tha  State  of  New  York,  west  of  the  Hnd 
son  Elver,  and  for  shipment  from  BnflMo  and  Oswego  to  the  Western  Btatee,  Is  carried  b; 
railroads,  la  addition  to  these  eblpmeuts  by  caaal. 
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received  and  shipped  at  Erie,  in  the  former  State.  The  two  porta  of  Erie 
and  Cleveland  transact  substaatioUy  all  the  bituminonB  coal  business  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  on  the  Lakes,  except  the  Blosshnrg  coal  for  black- 
smithing,  which  is  shipped  from  Buffalo  and  Oswego,  and  amounted  to 
108,174  tons  in  1873,  of  which  Buffalo  had  74,559  tons.  The  following 
valaable  statistics  of  the  early  history  of  the  Western  export  trade  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  Ohio  Mtaminons  coal  are  from  Prof.  Eaymond's  Engiiieering 
and  Mining  Journal  : 


Mtuminoua  Goal  receised  fro; 


the  Interior  at  Erie,  Cleveland,  and  Chi- 
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The  consumption  of  "block-coal"  at  the  fifty  farnaces  in  the  valleys  of 
the  Chenango  and  Mahoning  Rivers  is  estimated  at  800,000  tons.  This 
varietj  is  being  rapidly  exhausted,  and  already  brings  an  extra  price.  It 
is,  notwithBtanding,  shipped  largely  to  other  ports  on  the  lake.  Large 
quantities  of  the  ordinary  bituminous  coal  mined  in  the  vicinity  of  Mas- 
sillon,  and  hence  called  "MassiUon  ooal,''  are  also  sold  and  shipped  from 
Cleveland,  and  often  at  very  low  prices. 

The  following  additional  statistics  of  this  coal-trade  at  Cleveland  are 
from  the  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  first  of  which  was  published 
in.  1865,  The  anthracite  coal,  which  is  about  10,000  tons  per  annum,  is 
omitted  in  this  statement ; 

Bituminous  Ooal  received  OTtd  ihipped  at  Cleveland  linee  1857,  in  Tons  ^ 
2,000  Pound). 
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STATISTICS  OP  COAL   MINED. 
Goal  reeeiced  at  and  shipped  fiom.  Chieago  1895  to  18T0, 
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(For  the  coal-trade  of  San  Franoisc 


w  page  675.) 


The  selling  prices  of  coal,  and  the  ooat  of  mining  and  transportation, 
are  too  fluctuating  in  America  to  be  entitled  to  a  place  in  a  permanent 
work  like  this.  For  information  of  this  character,  the  reader  is  referred  to 
the  variona  coniniercial  newapapera,  especially  to  the  following,  demoted 
ffholly  or  chiefly  to  the  subject  of  eoal  and  the  coal-trade ; 

Thi  Miners'  Journal,  Pottsville,  Pa.,  Bannan  &  Barasey,  Publishers. 
$3.76  per  annum,  weekly. 

Ejigineering  and  Mining  Journal,  New  York,  E,  W,  Raymond,  Editor. 
$4  per  annum,  weekly. 

The  Coal  and  Iron  Beeord,  Kew  York,  Western  &  Oo.    Weekly,  $3 

SawarWi  Ooal-Trade  Circular,  by  F.  E.  Saward,  ITew'Tork;  J2.50  per 
annum,  eight  p^es,  weekly,  on  Wednesday. 

The  United  States  Railroad  and  Mining  Register,  Philadelphia ;  weekly, 
|3  per  annum.    Edited  by  J.  P.  Lesley. 
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APPENDIX  VI. 


Tlie  monthly  aaction-sales  of  Scranton  coal  in  New  York  a: 
barometer  to  indicate  the  prices  of  anthracite  coal. 


COAL  EKODUCTION  OF  THE  GLOBE, 

From  the  foregoing  statistics  the  following  statement  ie  made  of  the 
whole  qnanlatj  of  ooal  produced  in  the  world,  by  estimating  that  mined  in 
oountiles  from  which  no  statistics  can  he  obtained.  The  area  in  square 
miles  of  the  coal-fielda  ia  also  given,  showing,  aa  before  remarteil,  that 
some  of  the  coal-fields  are  barren,  or  nearly  so,  or  situated  at  too  great  a 
distaace  from  market,  or  of  too  poor  a  quality,  to  be  worked  advantageous- 
ly. On  the  other  hand,  in  other  places,  as  in  Seldom,  a  large  nnmber  of 
small  ooal-seams  are  foand  beneath  a  small  surface,  and  in  other  localities, 
as  in  England,  with  a  small  area,  the  coal-beds  are  of  great  size,  and  ooonr 
in  large  numbers,  conveniently  near  the  surface,  with  all  the  circumatanoea 
favorable  to  a  large  production. 
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n  to  become  the  greatest  coal- 
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ALASKA:  Coal-beds,  H76,  677. 
AlberCite,  288,  584. 
Alleglisiij   eoal-field,    102,   103;    River 
Talley,  182,  183;  coal-beda  of,  aOS- 

ao7. 

Alabaua,  874-381 :  situation  and  area 
of  coal-field,  874;  map,  375;  typog- 
raphy, 37B-S77;  atruotare,  378;  siae 
of  coal-beds,  379,  380  ;  analysis,  880  ; 
icon-ore,  881 ;  Btatiatics,  6B8. 

Antrim  (Blosaburc)  mines,  148-160. 

Anthbioitb  ooai-fields  of  Pennsylvania, 
7-64;  antioUnalgoi;  18,19;  beii3,form 
aniJ  size,  19,  20;  coal  all  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, 8;  foragn  countries,  17,82; 
formation  of  basins,  16,  17;  location 
I,  10;  mountain  bounda- 


I,  14;  s< 


mofst 


ta,  21-2 


.  !aof,658;  tlireecoal-fieliifl,12,]S; 
total  area  of,  IS;  in  Virginia,  805;  ap- 
pearance  of  antliraoite  coal-fielda,  34, 
54,  58.\ 

Area,  nnim^ortanC/of,  16,  667;  of  an- 
thracite, 15  ;  bituminous  coal  of  Penn- 
sylvania, 118;  of  American  coal-fields, 
6B8. 

AaKiNSAS,  496-BOO ;  Sub-ooDglomerate 
coal,  496  ;  area  and  counties  contain- 
ing coal,  497 ;  localities,  498,  499  ; 
analy^s,  499. 

Austria,  coal-trade  of,  657. 


Barrenness  of  anthracite  fi< 


[1,54. 


of,  6B6. 

Bellingbam  Bay,  670;  statistics,  576. 

Bituminous  coal-Beams,  83-91 ;  contin 
ity,  84  ;  faults,  86  ;  position,  86 ;  nui 
ber  and  siie,  86,  87 ;  workable  si) 
87;  quantity  mined  out,  88,  89;.i 
visions,  89, 90 ;  uniformity,  90;  purity, 
91. 

Black  Creel,  41. 


Blossbiirg  re^on,  124-181 ;  Taylor's  re- 
port,  137;  topography  and  geology, 
128;  no  coal  north  of,  139;  Sir  Charles 
Lyell's  visit,  182;  fossUs,  132-135; 
coal-trade,  134;  series  of  coal-beds, 
136, 187;  statistics,  666. 

Blossbubq  Coal  Compahy,  144-148 : 
Rapid  improvement,  IW ;  plan  of 
mines,  146  ;  production,  employis, 
land,  146 ;  railroads,  147. 

Blook-eoal  diBtriots,  308-210,  219,  296, 
389-403. 

Broad-Top  Mountain,  179-181 :  A  de- 
tached field,  .179;  geology,  atructure, 
and  coal-beds,  180;  ooal-trade  and 
analysis,  189 ;  statistica,  667. 

BrowQaville,  223,  224. 

Buck  Mountain,  40. 

CALIFORNIA,  581-675  (««  PAOmc 
Coabt)  ;  statistics,  676. 

Carboniferous  coal,  7-804. 

Cambria  County  mines,  178,  179 ;  sta- 
tistics, 662, 

Canada,  Dominion  of;  northwestern 
territory  of,  678. 

Cape-Breton  or  Sydney,  589;  map,  680. 

Clearfield  region,  176,  176. 

Chicago,  coal-trade  of,  673. 

Coal-breaker,  59-61, 

Connellsville  region,  216-220;  sandstones, 
218 ;  coke,  219  ;  other  coal-beds,  220 ; 

Colorado,  B29-660.     (See  Rocky  Moun- 

ConnecUcut,  no  coal  in,  3. 

Coal-trade,  oonditiona  of  success  in,  619- 

62B  ;  statistics  of,  647-674. 
Combustion  of  coal,  626-638. 
Coos  Bay,  667-669;  statistics,  67B. 
Coal  rained,  foreign,  647-667;  in  United 

Stfttea,  657-678. 
Cleyeland,  coal-trade  of,  672. 
Collieries,  number  in  anthracite  re^ons, 

668  ;   in  each  of  United  States,  661 , 

In  Great  Britain,  662. 
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Cretaceous  coal,  529,  583. 

Cumberland  Valley,  62. 

Cumberland      coal-tield,     237-261     {see 

Martland)  ;  BtatiBtics,  670. 
Curioua  depoaita  of  coal,  303-306,  388, 

47S-477,  469,  684. 

DADDOW    &   BANNAN'S    book    on 
coal,  26. 
Dan  Kirer  coal-bosia,  S26-628. 
Duuph^n  baain,  33,  34. 
Deep  River  coal-baain,  B16-B26. 
Delaware,  no  coal  in,  3. 

EDINBURGH  Anthracite,  81. 
Elk  Lick,  ISS. 
&NI3LAND ;    Anthmcite   production,   82; 
Btatiatics  of  coal  mined  in,  647-662; 
aketch  of  coal-basins,  649;  eibauslion 
of  coal  in,  663. 
Erie,  Lake,  coal-trade  on,  672. 

FALL  BKOOK  COAL  COMPANY, 
138-141;  production,  138;  cost, 
139;  plan  of  minea,  139;  mine-roads, 
140;  employes,  141 ;  proprietors,  141. 

First  coal-field,  26-34. 

Florida,  no  coal  in,  3. 

Pour  great  coal  fields,  3,  4. 

Foreign  anthrarate,  77-82, 

Formation  of  coal,  697-606. 

Foreign  coal-trade,  647-657. 

Fonoations,  coal-producing,  607,  608. 

France,  coal-trade  of,  6C6, 

rtENERALSurvejofcoal-regiona,  8-6. 
\J    Geoi^e's  Creek  coal-field,  387,  261. 

(See  MiRTLAMD.) 

Germany,  coal  mined  in,  666. 

Globe,  coal-production  of,  674. 

Gradation  in  coal  of  Wales,  79  ;  of  Alle- 
ghany field,  108-112  ;  North  Carolina, 
626 ;  England,  648. 

Grahamite  of  Virginia,  288. 

Gceensburg  basin,  321. 

HAZLETON  BASIN,  39,  40. 
Hitchcock's  report  on  Rhode  Isl- 
and, 66. 

ILLINOIS,  406-486:  Map,  406;  earli- 
est  notice  of  coal,  407 ;  ooal-strata, 
407;  general  geological  section,  408; 
boundaries  described,  408-410;  struct- 
ure, 410  ;  faults  and  upheavals,  411- 
413;  aeries  of  coal-seams,  418;  coal- 
beds  described,  414-417;  productive 
coal-districts,  417  ;  Big  Muddy,  419; 
Dn  Quoin,  421;  BelleviUe,,  433;  Nee- 
IjsvlUe,  Danville,  etc.,  426 ;  La  Salle, 


'  426;  Wilmington  or  Braceville,  439, 
480;  ancient  river-channel,  431 ;  qual- 
ity of  Illinois  coal,  432  ;  moisture  and 
its  effects,  483,  484  ;  valuable  featores, 
434,  436;  production,  436;  statistics 
of  coal  mined,  668. 

Importance  of  coal,  1 

Indiana,  387-406  :  Geolo^cal  structure 
and  boundaries,  387-389  ;  map,  888  ; 
area,  880;  block-coal  region,  389-^02; 
its  area,  389;  descfiption  of  the  coal, 
389,  390-392;  section  of  coal-meas- 
ureB,  391;  small  basins,  393;  coun- 
ties, 894,896;  Colonel  Foster's  report, 
396-400;  extent,  397;  peculiarities, 
397  ;  analysis,  398  ;  physical  cliarac- 
ter,  399,400;  analysis,  401;  resem- 
blances of  the  regions,  402;  common 
bituminous  coals,  408,  404 ;  produc- 
tion and  advantages,  405 ;  atatisties  oi 
coal  mined,  669. 

Indian  Territory,  eoft!  in,  4,  489,  497, 
000. 

Iowa,  446-468  r  Map,  446;  general  geo- 
logical series,  447 ;  structure,  448, 449  ; 
division  of  coal  measures,  450 ;  boun- 
daries of  each,461 ;  coa!  along  the  out- 
crop, 4S2,  463 ;  counties  produdng 
coal,  451-468 ;  quality  of  coal,  459  ; 
analysis,  460 ;  sulphur,  461 ;  probably 
no  coal  west  of  Iowa,  461-463  ;  statis- 
tics, 659. 

Ireland:  Anthracite,   81;   map  of,  660; 


JOHNSTOWN  DISTRICT,  176-178: 
coal  and  iron  mines,  177;  section, 
177;  prosperity,  178;  s    ■'    '      "'" 


KANSAS,  478-496:  Geolo^cal  struct- 
ure,  478-480;  area,  479-486;  sur- 
face coal-scams,  481-483;  lower  coal- 
beds,  484 ;  counties  producing  coal, 
487-489;  general  section,  489,  490; 
coal-trade,  491^98 ;  railroad  coal- 
trade,  493,  494  ;  lignite,  495 ;  statis- 
tics, 659. 

Earthaus,  192. 

Kanawha,  289-302.  (-Sfee  West  Viboinia.) 

KKNrDCKY(eastera part), 841-851 :  Boun- 
daries, 341 ;  area  and  structure,  342, 
848  ;  Greenup  County,  848,  844 ;  sub- 
conglomerate  347,  348;  McEee  seam, 
349;  coal-trade,  350;  statistics,  669. 

Kbntdckt  (western  part),  437-447 :  Area 
and  boundaries  of  coal-field,  437,  488  ; 
Shawnee  fault,  438;  errors  in  State 
reports,  439,  440;  correct  geological 


beds,  412,  448  ;  coal  found  in 


oal- 
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LACEAWAKSA  REGION,  S,  49,  67. 
Lgbiob  cokI,  its  character,  4S  ;  ata 
tistics  of,  6B1;  coal-basiiiB,  Se-18. 
liignite  regions,  3,  R3S,  SS2. 
Lignite  anfliracite  of  Santa  F6,  72-78, 
LigoDJer  Valley,  1 93. 
Louisiana,  no  coal  in,  3. 
Lower    coal-meaBuras     (FenDsylTacia) 
182~aiO. 


MACKENZIE  EIVEE  REGION,  ftfS- 
B8S. 

MahfiDoy  region,  35. 

Maine,  no  coal  in,  3. 

UanuQOtli  coal-bed,  2B. 

MiKYLAND,  237-261 :  Importance  of  the 
Cumberland  region,  237 ;  map,  288 ; 
situation,  239;  railroads,  240;  topog- 
raphy, 241 ;  structure,  242  ;  coal-bed, 
248;  Its  Bize,  etc,  244,  346;  wasteful 
miniiig,  246 ;  plan  and  condition  of 
mines,  247;  product  per  acre,  249; 
extent  of  field,  £60;  exbanetion,  2S1 ; 
owners,  251;  section,  262-256;  Pro- 
fessor Hall'8  report,  2B6 ;  the  coal, 
257  ;  market  and  outlets,  258  ;  advan- 
tages, 269  ;  analysis,  269  ;  re^on  west 
of  Cumberland,  260,  261        


Massachusetta  coatfield,  66-71.  (See 
Rhode  IsLiNn.) 

Mauch  Chunk :  Section,  24 ;  plane,  26 ; 
open  mine,  26  ;  district,  2S. 

McInttre  MiNEa,  181-167 :  Geological 
aeries,  162 ;  cdal-basin,  leS ;  coal- 
strata,  164;  plane,  165;  deveJopmeof, 
167;  proprietors,  167;  statistics,  668. 

Mine  Hill  district,  32. 

HiniQg,  92-101 ;  by  shafts,  slopes,  and 
drifts,  92-84. 

Mine,  roof  of,  9B ;  floor,  B6,  97;  plan, 
98 ;  ventilation,  B9. 

Minnesota,  no  coal  in,  3,  375. 

MtCHiSAS,  882-386  r  Upper  and  lower 
rocks  of  coal,  382;  boundaries,  382; 
area,  383;  structure  and  thickness  of 
coal-strata  883;  series  of  coal-strata, 
383  f  coal-seams,  384  ;  general 

1  1  series,  384,  38B ;   northern 

g  f  materials,  385 ;  misguided 
ipi  rati    s,  886 ;  coal-trade,  886,  659. 

U         a     469-477 :    Boundaries,   469 ; 

f  oal-measuces,  470;  counties 

p    d     ng  coal,  471 ;  St.  Loula  County, 

471    M       n  County,  471 ;  Osage  dls.. 

triot,  472-476;  singular  beds  of  coal,  I 


EX.  677 

474 ;  Owen's  and  Swallow's  repocta, 
474,476;  esamples,  476-477;  statis- 
tics, 659. 

Misaissippi,  no  coal  in,  8,  375. 

Monongahcia  Rirer  region,  222. 

Morris  Run  Coal  Compant,  141-144: 
Mines,  houses,  etc.,  142;  plan  of  mines, 
142 ;  production  per  day,  142,  143 ; 
Steam-shovel,  143 ;  employes  and  pro- 
prietors, 144;  statistics,  669. 


NEBRASKA,  464-468  :  Hayden's  re- 
port, 464  ;  only  upper  and  unpro- 
ductive coal-measures  found,  464;  at- 
tempts at  coal-mining,  466,  466;  no 
workable  coal,  467,  468;  statistics, 
859. 

New  York,  no  coal  in,  129,  ISO;  canal 
cool-trade,  671. 

New  Hampshire,  no  coal  in,  3. 

New  Jersey,  no  coal  in,  3  ;  lignite,  617. 

Northwestern    gradation    in    anthracite, 

tuminous  coal.  111,  112;  in  North 
Carolina,  625  ;  in  England,  848. 

North  Cabolina,  616-528 ;  Deep  Eiver, 
616-628  ;  geological  age,  616,  617  ; 
series  of  strata,  617-519;  coal-beds, 
6J9,.62o';  quality  and  variety  of  coal, 
620;  eitent,  621 ;  age,  622;  analysis, 
623;  Johnson's  report,  624;  singular 
gradation  in  coal,  625 ;  Dan  Biyer 
field,  626-628. 

Nova  Scotia,  583-596:  New  Brunswick, 
6S4;  Pictou  region,  588;  Sydney  Or 
Cape  Breton,  689;  maps,  5S2,  680. 

OHIO,  306-340  :  Map,  306;  area,  307; 
structure  and  general  geological  se- 
ries, 808;  boundaries,  809,  310;  to- 
pography, 811-313;  varieties  of  coal, 
313-316;  series  of  coal-etrata,  818, 
section  of  coal-measures,  31S, 
description  of  coal-beds,  319- 
SCraitsvitle  coal,  329  ;  size,  330  ; 
ext^t,   331  ;   qualities,  832 ;  Barren 


Fittsbui^    bed,    S34,  837  ;    coal-beds 

above  ii,  337;    coal-trade,  338,   389, 

680  ;  conclusion,  389,  840. 
Oregon,  587-689:   Statistics,  660.    {See 

Pacific  Coast.) 
Ores,  iron,  of  coal-regions,  639-646. 
Origin  of  coal,  697-606, 
Owners  of  anthracite  lands,  62-64. 

PACIFIC  COAST :  California,  Oregon, 
Washington,  and  Alaska,  661-677; 
no  carboniferous  coal  on  Padfic,  661 ; 
lignites,  662 ;  coal-mining  districts, 
583;   Mount  Diablo,  663-687;   CoOB 
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